KING JA JA OF OPOBO DEAD

ENGLAND'S AFFAIR WITH HIM
AND THE END oOr 1IT.

A CRY OF JUSTICE THAT FELL ON DEAF
EARES—WEALTH HE ACQUIRED AND
THE ISSTUE ENGLAND MADE—TWO
SIDES OF THE STORY.

It is announced that Ja Ja, once Chief of
Opobo, is dead. It will be remembered that Ja
Ja was deposed by the XKnglish Government
some years ago, and that his case attracted a
good deal of attention in the House of Commons
and in the English press. 'The work of deporta-
tion from Opobo was Intrusted to Mr. H. H.
Johnstone, who subsequently defended his ac-
tion in the columns of the Pallt Mall Guzelte. Ja
Jo, he said, was a runaway slave from Bonny,
who found a refuge and a stronghold in the
marshes of the lower Opobo River, became the
head and forefront of the middlemen, the
| champion of the reaectionaries. He identifled
. himself with the last recoil of fetishism before
the spread of Christianity and clean living. He
alone, among all the Oil River chiefs. steadily
opposed the introduection of Christianity into
his conntry, and ho acstually forebade, and
forolbly prevented, the landingrof agents of the
Church missionary and otiher evangelizing so-
cieties in Opobo. So soon as he departed, these
agents were (nccording to Mr. Johnstone) well
received, and tho opposition of the middleman
to the exploration and exploitation of the
interior entirely and quietly ceased.

According to his friends and cham pions he
was everything that could well be desired. Ja
Ja (they averred) was-.arrested because he would

not allow the traders in oil to break a treat
which England had comncluded with him. H‘;
refused to separate his Interests tfrom those of

his subjects, and insisted upon the malntenance

of the agreement which had been entered into.

For this he was tpunlshed by fine and depost-

tion. The cry of *“ Justice for Ja Jal” was

vigorously raised, but it fecll on deaf ears. He

was carried irat to Acora, on the Gold Cosst,.
and finally to the island of Teneriffe, where he

recently died.

The Standard of London makes the followink
comments on the ocourrence: ¢ The death is
aanouunced of Ja Ja, Chiaf of Opobo, and though
it would be idle to affeot regret ot his decease,
the world undoubtedly loses in hiin s very re-
markable man. More than two years ago, his
sable Majesty, having become an obstaole to the
pacification of our Ol River Protectorate, was
removed to the Cape Verd Island of 8t. Vincent,
and, the climate ot that spot not agreeing with
him, he was permitted, twelva months ago, to
take up his residence in Teneriffe, where he has
died. At intervals during the last few months
Joa Ja has been the theme of various gquestions
in the House of Commons. chiefly by Irish mem-
bers, who were anxious to represent the Opobo
Chief a8 g vietim of Saxon oppression—a view
which must have amused the African traders,
to whom for long he wes & menoace and n pest.

‘““ A few years of exile seemed, however, to
have taught him & lesson, and it was, we
believe, understood that on his giving guaran-
tees for good behaviorin the tuture the banished
»+ King' would have heen allowed to return to his
disoconsolate subjects. In his way, nevertheless,
this black potentate was & notable peraonage.
Blue books are fllled with the tales of his mis-
deeds. War shipse have time and again anchored
in front of his flithy town, and there was a time
when the staple items of news from ¢ the Rivers’
was the state of war between Oko-Jumbo and
Ja Ja. The former was, and is still, & Chief of
the Bonny River, one of the fatid ereeks through
which the Niger orawls to the Atlantlo. Both
weore nominally subjects of Xing Pepple; but
after the death of the crafty old savage, who
was 80 well known to the palm-oil traders under
that name, they became powers behind the
throne far more powerful than the throne itself.

“ Ja Jo was & slave, but, by matural ability,
earned not only his freedom, but wealth in addil-
tion. He acted as s middieman bhetween the
whites and the inland tribes who bring to the
coast the yellow grease that forma the staple of
the Niger Delta. In time, however, he and his
colleagues fell out, and Ja Ja removed tqQ
Opobo, further up the river, where his riches
and his power beocame so great that at ohe time
he could put 8,000 men, not exaotly into the
field, (for the country is simply a wooded
swamp, but into war canoes npon the water.
He was conatantly trying conclusiond with the
Bonny chief. Guns and ammunition were im-
| ported in quantities, and when Ja Ja heard that
- Oko-Jumbo had recelved & Gatling from New-

York he Ilmmedlately ordered a battery of
} Armstrongs from Newoastlee The resnlt may
be imagined. Blaughter of the most truculent
character was a daily incident. Magazines of
gunﬁowder-—wath their guards— were blown up.

“ Hosts of natives were enslaved on either side,
and raids were made systematically on the sur-
plug atock of wives owned by either sovereign.
‘‘rade naturally was paralyzed. The tribes of
the intertior were unable to reach the traders
and Ja Ja, being a rival in the purchase and
sale of palm oll, threw every obstaocle in the way
of the whites establishing. ¢ factories’ in the
territory over which he had control. One of his
favorite mothods of robbing both parties was to
insist on the payment of a tribute, or ¢ dash,’
before any white could be permlitted to buy a
puncheon of oil or a stick of camwood. At last
he went so far as to decree, under the name of
‘ coomey,’ £ tax amounting to £70 as a *shake-
handdash,” preparatory to any traders being
allowed the privilege of doing business with
him as agent tor the oil producers. These exac-
tions beocame 80 great that the British Consul
under whose jurisdiction the Oil Rivers Proteot-
orate then was Interfered and compelled, by the
threat of bombarding Opobo, the restitution of
£1,800 extorted uuder cover of this tribute.

«“« But Ja Ja, though he promised betier
behavior, returned to his old pranks the moment
the irresistible gunboat was out of sight. 1t
was evident that until he was removed there
would be endless trouble on the Bonny River;
and removed, for a time at least, he was. The
result quite answered the anticlpations which
dictatod that rathoer high-handed act. The
news from the Delta has since beon wholeaome-
1y dull, thera has been o reasonable amount of

eace, and, whatever Ja Ja’s pald agents and

isinterested—though not always well-informed

—advocates may say, & seourity for commerce

which never existed during the period of hia

autooracy. The British protectorate has been

. put on s firmer basis, under a 8peocial Commis-
sioner, the *coomey’ tribate 1s abolished, and

' Europeans are permitted to trade where they
please, without the misohlevouns Intervention of \
the middleman, in return for the payment of o |
small export duty, intended to defray, in part, |
the expenses of the Commissioner and his Vice |
|

Consuls.”
#——

' THE HARBOR POLICE OF NEW-YORK.

-

WHAT IT CONSISTS OF AND WHAT ITS
SPEERE OF DUTY IS.

The handsome ard commodious steamer
Patrol, which when not ateaming alopng the |
river or on the waters of the bay is moored on
the inside of the slip at Pier A North Rilver, is
the home of the harbor police. known in the rec-
ords of the department as the Twenty-fourth
Preoinet. This force must not be confounded

with the steamboat squad referred to recently,

whose sphere of duty lies on the plers and

wharves along the water front, but on she land
side, and then only during the day.

The harbor police s an entirely distinot force,
and 1ts territory oomprises the watera of the
Eaat and North Rivers and the port. They
look after river thieves, guard the ontar ends of
the plers and wharves during tho night, Doard
chips coming into port flylng signals of distress,
arrest mutinous saliors, gquell diaturbancea on
ghips lylng at anchor in the bay, and assist In
extinguishing tires on shipboard or along the
river front. They also look after the Sunday
water excursions, which often result in riot and
disorder, and perform gscort duty during the

"naval celebrations which occasionally take
place in our waters.

The force was organized in 1858, soon after
the organization of the Metropoliton Police.
The force was then small, and the patrolling
was done entirely In rowboats. The first head-
quarters of the force was in a dwelling house at
the corner of Whitehall and State Streets, Some
yoars alfter the sphere of duty was enlarged,
and a steamboat known as the Deer was pro-
vided for the force. When this boat boeoame un-
fitted for the service the steamboat SBeneca was
purchased, and it was in use nntil about ten
yenrs ago, when she was burned to the water's
ellge while lying at the whart at the foot of Bev-
enteenth Streot, East River.

Soon aftor this the Patrol was bullt for the de-
partinent, and she has been in service ever since.
she is a very good boat for the purpose ln-
tended and I8 equipped with powerful fire
pumps and several hundred foet of hose, and is
regalrded us & valuablo auxiliary to théFire
Depnartment at fires slong the water ffont.
Regular day and night patrol in rowbosats is
kept up, and this is about the most disagree-
ubfo duty which falls to the lot of the force,

' especlally during a stormy Winter.

This systemn could be rendered much mMore
efficient if the department were to prooure two
' or three steain or nuphtha launches, such as are
" employed in the navy, for the use of the patrol-
| men, Capt. Harry D. Ilocoker is the present
" commmandant of the Putrol, and the force under

him consists of three Sergeants, three Rouunds-

men, two of whom act as pilots; two engineers,
three deck hands, and twenty-five patrolmen.
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