
Cyan M
agenta Yellow

 Black

MAGAZINE

I
N
S
I
D
E

Meet our 4 state
rep candidates

Their views on taxes, 
 casinos, etc., Pages 4 & 5

‘Elvis’ rocks
Methuen Village

Residents swing, swoon
to oldies, Page 18

Happy Hearts’
spellbinding show!

Disney concert was
 magical, Page 14

October 2010
COMPLIMENTARY

Volume 9, Issue 9

Tracking Methuen’s
Civil War vets
Research leads to

 500+ names, Page 38

Each Halloween for the past five years, the brothers 
Moore set out on a trick-or-treating cruise in a home-
made vehicle constructed from cardboard by their dad 
Jim. Last year James, 10, in a replica of the family's 20-
foot Four Winns boat, and Matthew 8, in the Mach 5 
from "Speed Racer," each took second-place awards in 
the city-sponsored Halloween costume party at Grey 
Court Park. In the foreground are (from left) a Coady's 
monster tow truck, a Skidoo snowmobile and Light-
ning McQueen from the animated film ”Cars.” Jim 
flattens the cardboard with a rolling pin then spends 
weeks cutting, shaping, gluing and painting. At this 
year’s Oct 23 event, look for submarine and camera 
costumes.                                      Photo by Steve Whipple

REVVED UP FOR 
HALLOWEEN!
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Costumes made with love ... 
EEK!!!!

ON THE COVER

B i b b i d i - B o b b i d i - B o o :  F a i r y
Godmother Barbara Lattin
worked her magic during “The
Sounds of Disney” concert put
on by the Happy Hearts Chorus.
Election is Nov. 2: Check out the
state rep candidates’ answers to a
MethuenLife survey.
Elvis lives! Stan Anderson Jr.
brought down the house during an
afternoon of crooning Presley hits at
Methuen Village at Riverwalk Park.
Hunting down history: Dan Ga-
gnon and Joe Bella have teamed up
to keep track of Methuen’s Civil War
veterans, like GE Merrill.
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Guest Editorial Writer

I officially cast off my end-of-sum-
mer blues and embraced autumn. I am not 
sure when it happened. Maybe when I was 
standing, waving at the school bus.

Apple picking, pumpkin carving, Ok-
toberfest, balmy days and chilly nights ... 
and, of course, Halloween are approaching. 
My kids are already perusing the flyers and 
choosing costumes. Every year, my husband 
cajoles, "C'mon, when I was a kid, we made 
our own costumes." They staunchly refuse 
and point out generic Hannah Montana and 
Darth Vader costumes.

"A mummy? A robot?" he persists. He 
is itching to wrap them up in toilet paper 
or tin foil.

Kids today and their fancy store-bought 
costumes. When I was in third grade, my 
sisters and I were dressed as flowers for 

Halloween. 
We didn't 
choose this. 
Our Aunt Ei-
leen, who is 
blessed with 
a m a z i n g 
c r e a t i v i t y 
and enthu-
siasm, told 
our mother 
about her 
c o s t u m e 
idea. Off to 
Grandma's 
we went, 
d u t i f u l l y 

getting our faces fitted for the middle of the 
flowers. My kids would never go for that. 
Kids today and their fancy opinions.

Aunt Eileen fashioned enormous petals 
out of cardboard and affixed a bee to the top 
petal. The petals extended about 2 feet. We 

dressed in green. Three glum-looking flow-
ers, heading out for Hallow-
een, making eerie shadows 
under the streetlights. 
As we approached 
our neighbors' 
stairs, we had 
to wait for 
other trick-
or-treat-
ers to 
e x i t 
or risk 
knocking 
t h e m 
off the 
p o r c h 
with our 
flower pet-
als.

After trick-
or-treating, we 
headed to the school 
Halloween party 
around the corner. When we a r -
rived, I encountered a haunted maze made 
of boxes taped together and creepy crawlers 
hanging inside. I stood there, flummoxed. 
No way could I fit through there. The line 
behind me was shifting impatiently and 
the aide snapped, "Oh, just give it to me," 
and held my flower-petal head as I crawled 
through the maze. My kids might be on to 
something.

Aunt Eileen got a break from costume 
making when we entered the hobo stage. 
Hordes of hobos with dirt-smudged faces, 
carrying pillowcases were the final stage 
of trick-or-treating. This usually happened 
around fifth grade. By then, kids were too 
lazy to make creative costumes and single-
minded about getting candy. 

Dressing as a hobo might even be po-
litically incorrect today. We didn't think like 
that in the ’70s. One year, I dressed up as 

a Chinese person. Bizarre as it sounds, it 
was a huge compliment. I coveted 

the long, shiny black hair 
and the colorful robes they 
wore. My version was not as 

lovely. I put a pair 
of black tights over 
my hair, tied the 

legs together 
with an elastic 
and drew black 

lines next 
to my eyes 

with eyeliner. 
My mother's 
bathrobe com-
pleted the en-
semble. It was 

colorful; it was 
a robe. That is 
where the simi-

larities to a Chinese 
robe ended. However, I 

was pleased with the result.
"Oh, are you Oriental?" our 

worldly neighbor asked.
"Nope, I'm Chinese!" I replied proudly.
My daughter and sons are waiting to 

visit the Halloween store in Salem, N.H. 
Every time we drive by, they ask if it is 
open. Undoubtedly, we will purchase the 
same mass-produced costumes as half of 
their class. I will happily snap pictures at 
the annual Marsh School Halloween pa-
rade and hope I get pictures of my Hannah 
Montana or my Darth Vader. Maybe I can 
find an off-the-rack flower costume for my 
daughter ...

Guest editorial writer Christine McLaugh-
lin Howell, who is currently on the hunt for 
a flower costume for Steve Whipple, lives 
in Methuen.

Methuen Memorial Music Hall
192 Broadway (Route 28)

Event Line  978-685-0693 • www.mmmh.org

Oct. 22-Friday at 8 pm
Doors open at 7:30 pm
         Sponsored by

Gomidas Organ Fund, Inc.
Berj Zamkochian Memorial 

Organ Recital
Paul Jacobs

Adults: $20, Children: $5

Friday, December 3, 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.
Open House: Music, & Displays: Free Admission

Saturday, December 4, 7:30 P.M.
Sunday, December 5, 3:00 P.M.

“A Merry Music Hall Christmas”
Douglas Major, Organ
Eric Berlin, Trumpet
Richard Watson, Trumpet

Reserved: $20, Non-Reserved, $15, Children, $5
Ticket Orders: Call Frederick Watts
603-898-5702 after November 1st.

Any remaining tickets will be available for purchase at the door.

When I was 
in third 
grade, my 
sisters and I 
were dressed 
as flowers for 
Halloween.
We didn't 
choose this.
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By Darrell Halen 
MethuenLife Writer

Courtney Patterson was so excited when 
she learned she was going to be part of an 
opening act for the world-famous Radio 
City Rockettes that the Methuen dancing 
student shed a few tears of joy.

“It’s like a dream come true,” said Court-
ney, 15, who has been studying dance for 
about 12 years. “It was really exciting be-

cause they’re 
so famous and 
popular.”

Courtney 
is a student 
at Dance Im-
ages Dance & 
Music Center 
in Methuen, 
which has 
been invited 
to send a 
group of stu-
dents to open 

one of the Boston performances of the 
“Radio City Christmas Spectacular starring 
the Rockettes.”

The Rockettes will perform Dec. 3 
through 29 at the Wang Theatre. Eighteen 
youngsters from Dance Images, who range 

See DANCERS, Page 10

Performers from Dance Images Dance & Music Center in Methuen will be opening the world-famous Radio City Rockettes’ holiday show in 
Boston this December. These dancers were guest artists last month at Faneuil Hall in Boston to start promoting the show. Here, the dancers, 
their director and their choreographer pose with two members of the Rockettes (rear, center). Courtesy photo

Find out why hundreds of  
Merrimack Valley families choose 

Dance Images Dance & Music  
 Center each year!   

 
Call our 24 hour info. line at  
(978) 975-7212 or visit us at 

www.danceimages1.com 

             Dance & Music Classes For All Ages 
 
               ~ Call 978-975-2685 Today For Available Openings ~ 

 

Why Choose Us? 
  1. Qualified, Caring Instructors -  Our teachers are chosen    
     not only for their qualifications, but for their ability to relate 
     to the typical needs of our students. 
 2. Customer Service - Desk staff available during all business  
     hours to provide assistance. 
 3. Hassle-Free Recital - Recital tickets, DVD and tee shirt      
     package.  We sew and alter costumes for you.  
 4. Limited Class Sizes - Ages 2.9 months - 4.5 (max. 12/class) 
     Ages 5 & up (max. 18/class) 
 5. Facilities - 4 newly renovated sdtudios with professional     
     dance flooring to help reduce the risk of fatigue and stress on  
     legs and feet. Closed circuit TV in each studio to view your   
     students at all times, air conditioned facilities and free Wi-Fi.  

 Thank you for voting us  
 Market Survey of America’s “Best Dance Studio” . 

  BALLET  *  TAP  *  JAZZ  *  HIP HOP  *  PRESCHOOL  *  ALL BOY’S CLASS  *  ZUMBA  *  SHOW CHOIR        

                Dance Images  
               Dance & Music Center    

                       468 Merrimack St. Rt. 110 
                     Methuen, MA 01844 

                      (978) 975-2685 
                    www.danceimages1.com 

Come in  
and try a  

FREE  
ZUMBA  

class! 

Register for the 2010-2011 season ~ Classes Fill Quickly! 
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Local dancers opening for Rockettes!

“The Rockettes 
are so fantastic 
and perfect. To 
know that we’re 
opening – it’s an 
amazing oppor-
tunity.” 
~ Dancer Chase 
Lambert, 15, of 
Methuen
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Al DiNuccio 
Experience: 30 years managing large and small manu-
facturing corporations, 6 years Methuen Community 
Development Board, 20-plus years Methuen Police 
Department.
Unique/surprising fact about me: 27 years ago I built 
the Nativity scene for St. Michael’s Church and they 
still use it every year.

1:
Yes,  because it creates jobs and brings in additional 
tax revenue for the state.

2:
Yes, you cannot tax your way out of a fiscal crisis. You need to cut spending.

3:
Reduce the state sales tax and streamline the regulatory process for busi-
nesses.

4:
Continually rising pension and health-care costs. I have a plan to address each 
problem. Please visit www.dinuccio.com for “My Plan” details.

5:
Lowering property taxes for the citizens of Methuen.

6:
No, the people voted on this in the last referendum. I respect their vote.

7:
We should learn from the Lawrence crisis and be sure to elect leaders who will 
not make the same mistakes for Methuen.

8:
I am the only state rep candidate that has the background and experience to help 
lead us out of this current environment. I am also the only candidate who has 
been endorsed by the Citizens for Limited Taxation.  

STATE REP 
CANDIDATE QUESTIONS 

1. Do you support ca-
sinos being built in 
Massachusetts? Why or 
why not?

2. Do you support the 
sales tax being rolled 
back to 5 percent? Why or 
why not?

3. What can be done to 
improve the plight of Mas-
sachusetts businesses 
that lie on the New Hamp-
shire border?

4. From a state govern-
ment standpoint, what is 
Methuen’s biggest chal-
lenge and how would you 
work to overcome it?

5. Complete this sentence: 
“I’d fight for a Methuen 
cash windfall to be put 
toward ...”

6. There’s talk of beefing 
up the law that cites those 
caught with an ounce or 
less of marijuana a $100 
fee. Would you support a 
harsher penalty?

7. How do you think Law-
rence’s fiscal crisis will 
impact Methuen?

8. Why should Methuen 
residents vote for you?

MEET YOUR STATE REP CANDIDATES
Three challengers are looking to unseat Methuen’s two-term state Rep. Linda Dean Campbell in the Nov. 2 election.

 State representative candidates for Methuen's 15th Essex District will join MCTV and MethuenLife for a live forum Tuesday, Oct. 12 at 6:30 pm on Comcast 22 
and Verizon 33. Moderator Seth Graham will lead the 90-minute discussion with the candidates. If you have a question you'd like to have asked, 

please submit it to info@methuentv.org by Oct. 9.

Linda Dean Campbell 
Age: 54
Methuen’s incumbent state representative
Democrat
Experience: Active duty Army officer (lieutenant/cap-
tain) for 8 years. High school teacher and college 
instructor for 2 years. Community activist and leader in 
fight against power plant construction on the Methuen 
border. Served as West District City Councilor for 6 
years and I am completing my second term as your 
state representative.
Unique/surprising fact about me: Although I was a paratrooper while serving in 
the Army, I am terrified of heights. My first child was born only a week after my 
husband was deployed to Desert Storm.  
E-mail: campbellmethuen@comcast.net

Web site: www.campbellformethuen.com

1. 
Yes. I voted for the House casino measure in the last session and would sup-
port any reasonable measure to do so in the future. We are already absorbing 
the social costs without receiving revenue. Between $800 million and $1 billion 
of revenue and thousands of jobs are transferred each year from Massachu-
setts’ pockets to Connecticut and Rhode Island.

2.
Yes. I voted against the measure that raised it to 6.5 percent because it was 
bad for Methuen business and effectively transferred money and jobs from 
Massachusetts to New Hampshire. It also hurts many who are struggling and 
those who are under- or unemployed.

3
Roll back the recent sales tax and alcoholic beverage tax increases and work 
to reduce them further. Offer Massachusetts’ small businesses tax incentives 
and more low-interest loans to borrow for expansion. Offer further legislation 
to help small businesses reduce health-care costs.  

4.
Additional state legislation needs to be enacted to further reduce both the 
health-care costs and pension liabilities for cities and towns across the Com-
monwealth.  

5.
Revitalizing our downtown; offering more reasonably priced housing units for 
retires and our elderly; updating our public safety infrastructure; public park 
improvements, more public parks and the purchase of open space. Note that 
Methuen just received a windfall — $64.7 million for the renovation of our 
high school and millions of state and federal dollars allocated for the Methuen 
Rotary Project.  

6. 
The current law is ineffective and police officers want tools to enforce the cur-
rent law. We should require violators to identify themselves for the police and 
criminalize evasion to avoid payment of the civil fine.
  
7.
It already has placed an unsustainable demand upon fire services in the 
surrounding communities. Morally, we have to respond to calls but when we 
do, we leave ourselves vulnerable and endanger our firefighters and police 
officers. This is one of the reasons why I have been calling to place Lawrence 
into state receivership and have consistently voted against giving Lawrence 
additional state funds. 
  
8.
I have a deep respect for the people of Methuen and have achieved remark-
able results during my short tenure in office: $64.7 million to renovate our 
high school, bridge repairs over Rt. 213, a Head Start building in Methuen, 
and more. I will continue to oppose tax increases and fight for pension and 
health-care reform in the public sector. I will continue to lead in an independent 
manner that truly represents the concerns of the people of Methuen. 

Election Day is Nov. 2
Across the state, voters will head to the polls on Tuesday, Nov. 2. In 

Methuen, polls are open at 7 am.
Among the offices on the ballot are governor, lieutenant governor, 

attorney general, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, representative in 
Congress, councillor, senator in General Court, representative in General 
Court, district attorney and sheriff.

Local officials looking to retain their seats are state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell (15th Essex District), state Sen. Steven Baddour (1st Essex 
District), state Rep. Barbara L’Italien (18th Essex District) and Congress-
woman Niki Tsongas (5th Congressional District).

Voters will also be asked to decide three questions on this ballot. 
Question 1 is about eliminating the sales tax on alcohol. Question 2 would 
repeal the Chapter 40B zoning law, a tool for creating affordable housing. 
Question 3 would reduce the state sales tax and use tax rates from 6.25 
percent to 3 percent.



MethuenLifeOctober, 2010

B
lack

�

MEET YOUR STATE REP CANDIDATES

Hector Montalvo
Age: 40
Independent
Experience: none/self-taught
Unique/surprising fact about me: I produce and host a local 
access show in Methuen called “Behind the Scene with Hec-
tor Montalvo,” which can be seen in 47 communities around 
the commonwealth as well as in California, New York and 
Connecticut. I also have a bill which was signed into law, and 
brought forward by Sen. Steven Baddour within one year.
E-mail: thehectormontalvoshow@yahoo.com
Web site: www.votehector2010.weebly.com

1.
Yes. The majority of the people voted for it, and it will create some jobs which is 
well needed.

2.
Yes. The people have been ignored for too long. It will allow the people to keep 
more of their money instead of the government.

3.
I am not sure there is anything I can do personally. This problem has and will 
continue to be an issue as long as N.H. and Mass. border one another. I would 
support tax breaks for existing businesses within 20 miles of the N.H. border.

4.
Methuen's biggest challenge is that their is no accountability to the taxpayers. 
The people don't have a say in the hiring process of those who are currently ap-
pointed. I will work to ensure the taxpayers don't have to pay when their govern-
ment misuses their funds, then raises taxes on the people because they couldn't 
balance their budgets.

5.
Capital Improvement, fix schools, police station, Senior Center. This will help with 
the budget.

6.
No. The people have spoken on this issue, the state wrote the ineffective rules to 
enforce it. The people are tired of the government creating new laws. We have our 
laws and the Constitution, and I support less government intrusion.

7.
It will affect fire, police, education, and local services asking for Methuen's ser-
vices to supplement their shortcomings. It directly affects the people.

8.
A vote for me will be a vote to bail the people out. To hold government account-
able, to reduce wasteful spending in government. A vote for me will send a strong 
message to government: If you're short staffed, hire taller people.

STATE REP 
CANDIDATE QUESTIONS 

1. Do you support ca-
sinos being built in 
Massachusetts? Why or 
why not?

2. Do you support the 
sales tax being rolled 
back to 5 percent? Why or 
why not?

3. What can be done to 
improve the plight of Mas-
sachusetts businesses 
that lie on the New Hamp-
shire border?

4. From a state govern-
ment standpoint, what is 
Methuen’s biggest chal-
lenge and how would you 
work to overcome it?

5. Complete this sentence: 
“I’d fight for a Methuen 
cash windfall to be put 
toward ...”

6. There’s talk of beefing 
up the law that cites those 
caught with an ounce or 
less of marijuana a $100 
fee. Would you support a 
harsher penalty?

7. How do you think Law-
rence’s fiscal crisis will 
impact Methuen?

8. Why should Methuen 
residents vote for you?

Philip Lahey
Age: 62
Semi-retired
Independent
Experience: Serving my third term as a Methuen city 
councilor.
Unique/surprising fact about me: After almost 5 years 
on the council, I still don't take things personal.
E-mail: Lahey2000@verizon.com 
Web site: Phillahey.com   
 

1. 
Yes. The main reason I'm running is to increase our local aid. Although I'm not 
a fan of gambling, I believe this could have an immediate impact.
 

2.
Yes. As we all know the increases were supposed to be temporary.
 

3.
A lower sales tax for the border towns might keep shoppers from heading 
north. Also it would not hurt to lower the corporate tax.
 

4.
Methuen's biggest challenge is the loss of local aid. Eliminating non-essential 
grants and applying the funds to local aid would help.
 

5.
Property-tax relief. The governor promised property-tax relief when he ran the 
first time. It would be a good time for him to actually keep his promise.
 

6.
Yes. Many people don't realize that marijuana is the gateway to hard drugs. I'm 
not saying that everyone who uses marijuana will go to the hard stuff, but most 
addicts start off with marijuana.
 

7.
It already has. Because of their cuts in public safety, our Fire Department 
has had to come to the aid of Lawrence more frequently. Also, the crime from 
Lawrence is already starting to spill over to the Methuen border.
 

8.
My one and only concern is the welfare of our city. I don't have to play up to 
Republicans or Democrats. I am a true Independent and will not allow myself 
to be intimidated by the Beacon Hill bigshots.   
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Pro wrestler and movie tough-guy John Cena 

recently met Justin Whipple, 11, a student at Com-

prehensive Grammar School and a photographer 

for Whip’s Wheels magazine. The pair met up at the 

Kenny Fowler Car Show held at Pentucket Regional 

High in August. John was one of the organizers of 

the all-vehicle car show held in memory of his friend 

Kenny, a firefighter from West Newbury who died 

suddenly in 2007.

Salem 66
Auto Sales, Service & Repairs

We Have Moved !!

Our new address is 503 Bridge Street, Pelham, NH

1/2 mile North (Rt. 38 heading toward Salem) of previous location. 
Same telephones 

Complete Auto Service and Repair
State Inspections and Alignments

603-635-3222 sales • 603-635-2574 auto body
www.salem66.com
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Open House for New Registrations
Wednesday Evenings in October   5 - 8 pm

7 Hampshire Street, Methuen
978.975.7668        www.DanceStudioMa.com

★★★★★★★★★★

Center for Performing Arts
 Methuen 

Dance and Drama School
★★★★★★★★★★

Delivering Excellence in Dance/Drama/Voice/ and Performance Education
   Adult classes: Beginner/Intermediate: Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, Zumba, Belly Dance
   Children’s Classes age 2 through 18 years: Ballet,  Pointe, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, Lyrical, Tumble
   Musical Threater Productions: All ages/abilities: Acting/Voice Class, Voice Training
   Kinetic Dance Company; A professionally paid Jazz dance company for adults
   Private Lessons Available
  
  Pre-Ballet  age 2-3      Monday or Thursday 9:30-10am  $35
  Pre-Dance  age 2-3      Saturday   9-9:30am  $35
  Into. Ballet/Tap age 4-5      Monday or Thursday 10-10:45am  $45
  Intro Ballet/Tap age 4-5      Tuesday or Saturday 3:30-4:30pm/9-10am $55

*Newly Renovated
Dance Studios

*Accredited and Certified
Instructors and Curriculums

*10% Early Tuition Discount
Family Tuition Plan

Discover why LOWELL CATHOLIC is one of the 
premier private schools in the Merrimack Valley.  

LOWELL CATHOLIC  
Where Tradition Meets Tomorrow 

**Transportation available from Methuen!** 

LOWELL CATHOLIC offers a: 
 

Challenging curriculum 
 
 

Competitive athletics program 
 
 

Commitment to Catholic education 
 
 

Convenient location off Rte. 495  

530 Stevens Street  Lowell, MA
(978) 452-1794 x 22   www.lowellcatholic.org

Lowell Catholic is proud to be a Xaverian Brothers Sponsored School. 

SAVE THE

DATE: 

Join us for an 

upcoming 

Open house on

10/14 or 11/7!

Visit  
www.lowellcatholic.org  

to learn how you can  
become a  

Crusader! 

A large crowd gathered at Lawrence Mu-
nicipal Airport in North Andover on Sept. 
26 to honor the family members of fallen 
Massachusetts service members. Thanks to 
the efforts of local Veterans Service officers, 
and many local groups supporting veterans 

such as Support Our Troops, this has become 
an annual tradition in the Merrimack Valley. 
The names of 36 Merrimack Valley service 
members killed in combat since Vietnam 

A salute to Gold Star Mothers

Celeste Vincente (second from left) is the Gold Star Mother of Cpl. David M. Vicente, USMC 
of Methuen who was killed in action in Iraq on March 19, 2004.  Mrs. Vincente is flanked 
by (from left) state Rep. Linda Dean Campbell, U.S. Sen. Scott Brown and state Sen. Steven 
Baddour. Courtesy photos 

See GOLD, Page 9
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true accounts with the texture, read, drama, 
emotional punch, point of view and broad 
themes of a novel." (from Hume's blog ed-
wardhume.com)

We are big fans of narrative nonfiction 
here at the Nevins Library, and here is a short 

list of a few of our favorites you might wish 
to check out:

“Devil in the White City” by Erik Lar-
son: History, architecture and murder in this 

Member FDIC  •  Member SIF  •             Equal Housing Lender  •  All Deposits Insured In Full

Methuen Co-operative Bank
Methuen’s Only Hometown Bank

DID YOU KNOW?
That only at Methuen 

Co-operative Bank
you can get a regular 
passbook/statement 
savings account with 
no minimum balance 

required and 
no monthly fee.

For more information visit 
our office located at:

243 Broadway, Methuen
978-682-5271

Fax 978-682-4848
www.methuencoop.com ~ Online Banking Available

CELEBRATING 87 YEARS OF OFFERING
THE MOST FRIENDLY SERVICE IN TOWN

See JAY, Page 10

Check It Out!

By Krista I. McLeod

Nevins Library Director

Library hosting Atkinson book launch

Methuen's favorite literary son, writer Jay 
Atkinson, will have a new book coming out 
Nov. 1. To celebrate this new collection of 
short fiction, entitled “Tauvernier Street,” the 
Nevins Library will host a Launch Party for 
Jay, featuring a reading from the book, a book 
signing and a reception to meet the author.

Earlier this year, Atkinson published “Par-
adise Road, Jack Kerouac's Lost Highway 
and My Search For America.” He is also the 
author of two novels, a collection of stories 
and three narrative nonfiction books. His 
work has appeared in the New York Times, 
Boston Globe, Men's Health and many other 
publications. He teaches journalism at Boston 
University.

The “Tauvernier Street” book launch is 
a free event, open to the public, and will be 
held Friday, Oct. 22 at 6:30 pm. Join us for 
an enjoyable evening to celebrate this new 
work!

Pumpernickel Puppets
presents ‘Peter Rabbit’

Pumpernickel Puppets will present a re-
telling of the famous Beatrix Potter story of 
“Peter Rabbit.” Will the mischievious Peter 
escape from the clutches of Farmer Mac-
Gregor?

Puppeteer John McDonough will also 
show us how he moves the different types of 
puppets used in a puppet show. Great family 
fun!

The program is sponsored by the Friends 
of the Nevins Memorial Library and is free to 
all. It is appropriate for children ages 3 and 
up. This program will be held Oct. 21 at 10 
am. Please register by going to www.nevin-
slibrary.org and finding the link on our Cal-
endar of Events, or by calling the Children's 
Department at (978) 686-4080 ext. 26.

Join the Friends of
Nevins Memorial Library

Do you support the Nevins Memorial 
Library? Have you ever thought about join-
ing the Friends of the Library to show your 
support?

The Friends is a nonprofit organization 
created to support library programs and ac-
tivities. While operating expenses for the 
library are funded with municipal, state aid 
and trust funds, there are many programs that 
are not in the library's regular budget that the 
Friends are able to provide through member-
ships and fund-raising. These include, but are 
not limited to: the popular museum passes; 
the summer reading programs for children, 
teens and adults; the subscription to the free 

“Tauvernier Street,” a collection of short fiction, is Methuen resident Jay Atkinson’s newest book.

book review magazine Book Page; holiday 
decorations for the library, equipment for the 
library; and maintenance for the fish tank at 
the entrance of the Children's Department. 
Throughout the year the group also sponsors 
activities including the annual book sale, hol-
iday workshops, spring and holiday concerts, 
a Lowell Spinners outing in August, house 
and garden tour, family workshops, restau-
rant dinner fund-raisers, and author and/or 
speaker events. As a Friend, your member-
ship entitles you to a 10 percent discount on 
Friends merchandise such as Nevins Library 
tote bags, caps, mugs, postcards and other 
collectibles.

Also as a member of the Friends, the li-
brary will forgive your fines four times during 
the membership year. Present your member-
ship card to take advantage of this privilege. 
This offer is good for fines only. It does not 
apply to damaged books or materials.

You can join for as little as $15 per year! 
Ask at the Main Desk for details or call Carla 
at (978) 686-4080 ext. 33 for a membership 
form.

Narrative nonfiction:
A Book List

What exactly is "narrative nonfiction"? 
Well, journalist and author Edward Humes 
defines it thus: "Somewhere between the 
newspaper on your doorstep and the novel 
on your nightstand lies narrative nonfiction, 
literary journalism — the nonfiction novel. 
Whatever you want to call it, to me, this sort 
of writing occupies a fascinating and fertile 
boundary, full of possibility and peril, as it 
can so easily combine the best of both worlds 
— an Among Schoolchildren by Tracy Kid-
der, The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe, or pick 
your title by John McPhee. It is hard to 
imagine a more vibrant genre, combining the 
immediacy of journalism and the power of 
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Gold, continued from page 7

 Fighting for Small Businesses on Beacon Hill 

  
 

 
  
 
 
 
  

 

www.stevenbaddour.com | www.facebook.com/stevenbaddour 
Paid for an Authorized by the Committee to Elect Steve Baddour, Michael O’Connell, Treasurer PO Box 959 Methuen, MA 01844  

 Led the fight to reduce excessive health care costs on small businesses. 
 

 Voted against the increase in the sales tax. 
 

 Voted against a proposed increase in the income tax. 
 

 Steve voted against a 19 cent increase in the gas tax. 
 

 Steve voted for economic development legislation that allows for  
        small business group purchasing, requires insurers to offer  
        affordable health plans, reduces premium fluctuations, and  
        promotes wellness programs for small businesses. 

“This is the most important reform small businesses have seen in 20 years designed to give them and their 
employees’ health insurance premium relief and equal rights under the law and in the marketplace. 

Thank you Senator Baddour for your leadership on this vital issue. Keep up your fight for small businesses, 
consumers, working families, and for a growing economy!” 

 – Jon Hurst, President of the Retailers Association of Massachusetts 

I ask for your vote on Tuesday, November 2nd 

A Catholic Co-Ed College Preparatory High School

PMA is Now Co-Ed
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 17, 2010 | 10:00am – 1:00pm
Dupré Center, 209 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA

www.pmamethuen.org

were read aloud as a bell tolled. After all the 
names were read, there was a rifle salute and 
the playing of Taps.

The weather was perfect for parachutists 
who jumped in unfurling the American and 
POW flags during their descent. These flags 
were displayed at the ceremony.

According to state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell, vice chair of the Committee on 
Veterans and Federal Affairs, "The event was 
somber, but at the same time family members 
of deceased service members were clearly 
comforted by being together."

Major General Carter, the adjutant gen-
eral of the Massachusetts National Guard, 

along with U.S. Sen. Scott Brown, state Sen. 
Steven Baddour and state Rep. Barbara L’ 
Italien were also in attendance.  

As a result of legislation recently passed 
into law, family members were presented 
with the Massachusetts Medal of Liberty, 
symbolic of the Purple Heart Medal given to 
members of our Armed Forces. This recent 
legislation provides Massachusetts service 
members a "Welcome Home Bonus" for 
multiple combat tours as well credit for trans-
ferring certain military skills to civilian occu-
pations. Family members and service mem-
bers needing additional information should 
contact their local Veteran Services officer.

Representatives from 
all of our Armed Ser-
vices bear the flags 
of their service at the 
ceremony. At left is a 
wreath honoring the 
sacrifices of our Gold 
Star Mothers. In the 
foreground, the helmet 
atop a rifle and empty 
boots is a memorial to 
one’s fallen comrades.
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Jay, continued from page 8

Official School of
Methuen Ballet Ensemble

Gymnastics
Ballet • Tap • Jazz
Hip Hop • Karate

13-15 Delaware Drive, Salem, NH
(off Rte. 38, behind Rockingham Park Mall)

Call for Brochure • 603-893-5190
www.votersdanceandgym.com

Register NOW

Coming in November!
Methuen Ballet Ensemble’s 

“The Nutcracker”
Call for info.

Thank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2004

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

   Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

   Every Other Monday at

   9 A.M. on  WCCM 

                1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

  Methuen Cable Television,

  Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 11th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2010

1110 AM

THE DANCERS ARE ...
Performers from Dance Images Dance & Music Center were selected to open
the Radio City Rockettes’ holiday show Dec. 19 in Boston. Getting ready to
kick up their heels are Methuen residents Niko Martinez, Miranda Whealan,
Victoria Melo, Jessica Sanchez, Sarah LaPorte, Carolyn O’Leary, Chase
Lambert, Leah O’keefe, Emily Round, Lindsey Round, Courtney Patterson,
Alexandra West and Natalie Colonna; Lawrence residents Kayla Smith and
Kourtney Suliveras; North Andover residents Megan Munroe and Sarah
Elaz; Haverhill residents Cayley Dorr and Kendra Kane; Pelham, N.H.,
resident Allison Blanched; and Andover residents Michaela McIver, chore-
ographer/instructor Erika Steele and director Debra Steele.

Dancers, continued from page 3

in age from 13 to 19, will open their Sunday, 
Dec. 19, noon show. Three more students 
will be understudies. 

“That’s huge,” said Deb Steele, the stu-
dio’s owner. “There’s a lot of us in our 
lifetime that have never danced on the Wang 
Theatre stage or will ever get to.”

The studio was invited to participate by 
Joe Lanteri, the executive director of New 
York City Dance Alliance, an organization 
that nurtures young dancers through work-
shops and competitions. According to Steele, 
the Rockettes turn to Lanteri when seeking 
talent.

Lanteri is familiar with Dance Images 
and the high caliber of its performers. Steele 
hasn’t been told yet what music her danc-
ers will be performing to. Lanteri chose 
them, according to Steele, because he knows 
they’re up to the task of putting together a 
fine routine in time for the show.

“Somebody can’t just wing this,” said 
Steele, whose students have twice won 
the critics choice award by the judges at 
NYCDA competitions. “You’re opening for 
professional dancers. You have to make sure 
you look just as professional. Whatever he 
gives us doesn’t make any difference. We’ll 
(do) the rehearsals (and) … make it profes-
sional looking.”

Five groups were chosen to perform an 
opening number in Boston for the Rockettes. 
At a Sept. 11 show at Faneuil Hall in Boston, 
where a competition was held to determine 
the fifth group to be selected, the Dance Im-

ages group performed for the audience as 
guest artists.

“These 18 kids are our highest group of 
dancers here,” said Steele. “They dance be-
tween 10 and 14 hours a week, every single 
one of them.”

Inspired by a dance troupe, the Tiller 
Girls, in the Ziegfeld Follies, the Rockettes 
was founded in 1925 in St. Louis by Louis 
Markert. The precision dance company was 
originally known as the Missouri Rockettes.

Markert had envisioned a troupe of young 
women that would perform complicated 
tap routines and eye-level kicks that would 
“knock your socks off.”

 Later, the group was brought to the Roxy 
Theatre in New York City by Samuel Roxy 
Rothafel and renamed the Roxyettes. When 
he left to open Radio City Music Hall, the 
troupe followed him and became the Rock-
ettes.

“The Radio City Christmas Spectacular” 
is performed annually at Radio City Music 
Hall, which is located in Manhattan, and 
several American and Canadian cities by a 
touring company of Rockettes. With more 
than 2 million viewers each year, it is one of 
the most watched live shows.

Dubbed “the grandest holiday show of 
all” by show organizers, the Christmas sea-
son performances are returning to Boston 
this year by popular demand. 

“The Rockettes are so fantastic and per-
fect,” said Methuen’s Chase Lambert, 15, 
another member of the select group. “To 

know that we’re opening – it’s an amazing 
opportunity. I was jumping for joy.”

Steele and her daughter, artistic director 
Erika Steele, 24, chose the 21 dancers. Erika 
will choreograph their number.

“(They were) the ones that we thought 
at this point had (paid) their dues,” said Deb 
Steele, who had gathered the teens to share 
the good news. “They’ve been here enough, 
they’ve done enough competitions. They 
were seasoned enough to not jump on stage 
and be nervous.”

Dance Images offers lessons in a wide 
variety of dance, including ballet, tap, jazz 
and hip hop. The studio is in its twenty-fifth 
year.

“Our goal is – when they hit the upper 
levels of competition, if they were to walk 
out and audition for a professional (job), they 
should be able to get it,” Steele said.

Steele expects her group will be perform-
ing a jazz number at the Rockettes show. She 
anticipates they’ll rehearse two hours a week 
– on top of their usual technique training and 

rehearsals for an NYCDA competition on 
Dec. 4 and 5 at the Hynes Convention Center 
in Boston.

 “Our kids are really good at time man-
agement,” said Steele. “Mindless TV watch-
ing – there’s just no time.”

Their number will have to be choreo-
graphed by the end of November so there 
is time to “tweak and clean it.” Seamstress 
Linda Elaz, whose daughter, Sarah, is in the 
group, will make the costumes. The group 
might perform their routine in the Methuen 
Santa Parade, said Steele.

Being chosen to open for a Rockettes 
show, according to Steele, has had a very 
positive effect on all her students.

“I think it opens up doors,” said Steele. 
“To them, it (puts them) in a place where no 
longer do things seem unattainable. It doesn’t 
limit what they can do. Their frame of refer-
ence has just gotten bigger. ‘If I can do that, 
then I can go on to do something larger than 
that.’ … It opens up their whole frame of 
reference of what they’re capable of.”

And the younger kids, according to 
Steele, will look up to these older students 
and believe they too can someday dance for 
the Rockettes.

complex narrative about a serial killer who 
was loose in Chicago at the time of the great 
1893 World Fair.  

“Seabiscuit” by Lauren Hillenbrand: A 
thrilling tale of the horseracing legend.

“A Walk in the Woods” by Bill Bryson:
Always looking at the funny side of life, 
Bryson is a treasure. Any of his books are 
wonderful, but this one about his attempt to 
walk the Appalachian Trail from Georgia to 
Maine is a classic.

“Under the Banner of Heaven” by Jon 
Krakauer: You can learn so much about the 
history of the Mormon Church and Mormons 
in America in this fully researched and grip-
ping book.

“The Professor and the Madman” by 
Simon Winchester: Who would think that 
a book about the creation of a dictionary 
would be so fascinating? Pick this one up for 
a great read. The subtitle says it all: "A tale 
of murder, insanity and the Oxford English 
Dictionary."

“The Right Stuff” by Tom Wolfe: Wolfe 
is a master of the nonfiction narrative, and 
this book, in which he examines the history of 
the U.S. space program, is one of his best. 

For an extensive list of Nevins Memorial 
Library happenings, check out www.nevin-
slibrary.org.
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“It’s like a modern miracle”, says PGA golf professional Frank Nobilo. “I was 
in agony. I can actually have a normal life that I never thought was possible.” 
Those with chronic back and neck pain can breathe a sigh of relief thanks to 
Dr. Sung and his non-surgical technology, a non-surgical spinal decompres-
sion system.  Non surgical decompression is quickly becoming the treatment 
of choice for herniated and bulging disc, sciatica, facet syndrome, failed back 
surgery and degenerative disc disease. The doctors explain that “This technol-
ogy works by creating a vacuum. The vacuum effect repositions the disc and 
allows nutrients, oxygen and water to re-enter the disc. That’s what makes this 
a lasting treatment.” 

NO MORE PAIN
A study in the Journal of Pain Management 
showed that up to70-86% of those treated 
for ruptured discs reported significant 
improvement using this technology. The 
doctor further state, “I administered thou-
sands of treatments to patients with chronic 
pain who thought there was no hope, some 
even had prior surgery.”

Treatment for the patient is extremely com-
fortable and most patients fall asleep during 
their 45-minute treatment session. In many 
cases, the pain resolves after the first few minutes of being on the machine. 
This same technology is now being used to treat disc problems in the neck. 
The doctor further explains that, “Thanks to this technology, we are able to 
offer people a lasting solution without any risk of surgery.”  See if you qualify 
for this treatment.  Until October 15, 2010 you can receive a comprehensive 
consultation and examination for $49. 

For more information, visit www.DrJinSung.com or call 978-688-6999.  Func-
tional Chiropractic is located behind Heavenly Donuts 
at 126 Merrimack Street Methuen MA 01844. 

Functional Chiropractic
126 Merrimack St., Methuen

978-688-6999
www.DrJinSung.com

Hear what patients had to say about their treatments with Dr. Sung.

1. Dr. Sung, after all these months, I am still pain free! (It’s great!)
   -Huguette G. Nashua, NH
2. I drove 900 miles on a trip, pain free. Imagine sitting for that long with 
   back pain…I don’t have that pain   anymore-Blair P. Marblehead, MA
3. I have no reservations in recommending this treatment to anyone that is 
   suffering from chronic back  pain-Mark S. Winchester, MA
4. You were especially sympathetic to my pain when I first came in 
   - Thank you!-Sara B, Winchester MA

By Darrell Halen 
MethuenLife Writer

	
Five hours every week, Bob, a volunteer 

for the Samaritans of Merrimack Valley, an-
swers a confidential crisis help line and lends 
a sympathetic ear to the callers who share 
their personal problems with him.

It’s called befriending and it’s an im-
portant job that Samaritan volunteers, who 
strive to prevent suicides, provide 24 hours 
every day. 

Volunteers like Bob are the backbone of 
the organiza-
tion. On Oct. 
14, at a break-
fast at the An-
dover Coun-
try Club to 
celebrate the 
organization’s 
30th anniver-
sary, a quilt 
commemorat-
ing the work 
of the Sa-
maritans will 
be displayed. 
There, past 
and current 
v o l u n t e e r s , 
which include 
more than 700 

Lending an ear for 30 years

A volunteer for the Samaritans of Merrimack 
Valley speaks with a caller on one of the or-
ganization's 24-hour confidential crisis help 
lines.             Photo by Darrell Halen

Samaritans marks 
anniversary by 
honoring 700 
volunteers this month

people, will be honored. 
“We get a lot of people who are very 

lonely and they have no outlet,” said Bob, a 
Methuen resident, who typically speaks with 
10 to 15 callers during a shift. “(There’s) no 
one they can trust, no one they can speak to 
or feel comfortable with.”

Following standard policy, Bob and other 
volunteers ask every caller if they are feeling 
suicidal. If the answer is yes, they assess how 
great the risk is of the caller actually taking 
their own life.

A majority of callers, however, are not 
suicidal. 

“Most people who (call) aren’t looking to 
die,” said Debbie Helms, the organization’s 
director. “They want the emotional pain to 
stop.”

The organization answers 12,000 to 

14,000 calls a year. Volunteers who man the 
phones first undergo 12 hours of classroom 
training and spend 20 hours shadowing an-
other volunteer as they talk with callers. 

To do the job, volunteers need to be com-
passionate, patient, open minded, nonjudg-
mental and willing to listen to others. 

“We’re looking for people who have a de-
sire to help other people,” said Helms. “This 
is probably, in my view, one of the hardest 
volunteer jobs anyone could do, obviously. 
When it comes down to it, possibly saving 
somebody’s life. That’s a big burden for our 
volunteers.”

Bob, who has been donating his time 
for about a year, has found the experience 
rewarding. 

“There’s been a couple of times I’ve talk-
ed to people and they were really desperate 
to talk to someone. They were crying … and 
by the time I got done, they felt a bit better 
about themselves,” said Bob.

Some callers, in fact, have thanked him. 
“I’m not looking for (the gratitude) but 

to me it’s nice,” said Bob. “To me, that’s 
worth giving my time up. I know I’m helping 
someone feel a bit better about themselves.”

Bob has been touched personally by 
suicide. His sister took her life when she 
was 21.

“Joining the Samaritans actually helped 
me understand better about suicide and why 
she did it and the signs (people) were going 

to commit suicide that I wasn’t aware of,” 
said Bob.

People dial the Samaritans’ crisis line for 
a variety of reasons, including loneliness, 
financial worries, relationship problems and 
loss of a loved one. Some call several times 
a day. Some have called for years.

“If you let them know we’re here, that we 
care about them, and there are other alterna-
tives to suicide – that’s a lot of what people 
are looking for,” said Helms.

One of the biggest misconceptions about 
suicide, according to Helms, is that it’s an 
act of choice by the person who took their 
own life.

“It’s never a choice,” said Helms. “The 
reason … is because 90 percent of people 
who die by suicide have some kind of mental 
health issue that they may not know about or 
they may not be seeing a therapist about or 
(receiving) medication (for).”

“It’s not because they can’t get a job. It’s 
not because they didn’t get into the right col-
lege. It’s because, chances are, most times 
people are depressed and they don’t even 
realize it,” she continued. “And you add all 
those things on top – all those life stresses 

“This is probably, 
in my view, one of 
the hardest 
volunteer jobs 
anyone could do, 
obviously. When 
it comes down to 
it, possibly saving 
somebody’s life. 
That’s a big 
burden for our 
volunteers.” 
~ Debbie Helms, 
director of Samaritans 
of Merrimack Valley See VOLUNTEER, Page 13 
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By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

It’s the most fun you can have with your 
clothes on.

Then again, not all the clothes are on. 
To the delight of most ladies in Methuen’s 

Sahara Club audience, Sean O’Claire, 38, 
has peeled off his shirt and struts about the 
dance floor like a veteran stripper. Never 
mind that he had hernia surgery a couple 
weeks earlier.

Alien chatter, bickering bosoms
& stolen belly buttons

Welcome to Jerry Valley’s world of hypnosis!

Despite graduating from Methuen High in 1984, Lana Silva-Grelle can’t accurately count 
her fingers. Maybe it had something to do with hypnotist Jerry Valley removing the num-
ber “6” from her vocabulary.

See HYPNOSIS, Page 13

Delicious Authentic Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
in a Traditional Irish Restaurant Pub






1111 Riverside Drive, 
Methuen

(At the former Joseph's Bakery site)
978-208-4346
978-208-4347

Check Our Specials at: www.theirishcottagepub.com

Traditional
Irish

Breakfast
$10.95

Two eggs any style, 2 rashers 
(Irish bacon), 2 sausages, 
black and white pudding, 
grilled tomato, sauteed 

mushrooms, home fries, 
Bachelors baked beans and 

homemade brown bread.

American or Traditional Irish Breakfasts
M-F 6:30-10:30am; 

Sat. 6:30-10:30; Sun. 7-11

Starting in October

Prime Rib for $13.99 
Every Monday and Wednesday!

Look For Our New Fall Menu in Early October!
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Volunteer, continued from page 11

Jim Moore
Methuen resident

978-815-7502
jmoore@sovereignbank.com

• First and Second Homes • Jumbo Financing

• Investment Properties • Construction Loans

• First Time Homebuyers

20-plus years of 
mortgage experience

This mortgage 
discount is available 
for a limited time 
only, so contact 
me today!

Available on most 
mortgage products 

*some restrictions apply*

www.bloomingdeals.net • 603.212.9990 • 391B S. Broadway, Salem NH 03079

Return this ad for $5 
off any purchase of 

$25 or more

Booking appts. 
for Nov. & Dec. 
for winter and 
holiday attire 
& accessories

A variety of women’s clothing,
jewelry, handbags, shoes, hats

and more!

– not getting into the right college or losing 
a job or you’re health is poor. It’s like the 
perfect storm.”

In the last two years, as the economy has 
soured, the number of calls has increased. 
The number of new callers has risen and the 
number of male callers has jumped dramati-
cally. The highest risk category, which used 
to be elderly, is people age 35 to 54.

The organization was formed in 1980 
by three local teachers in response to an in-
crease in teenage suicides. A small group of 
volunteers sought to reduce suicides by be-
friending people who were depressed, lonely 
and contemplating self-injury or taking their 
own life. 

In the past three decades, there have only 
been about a dozen times when someone 
was actively pursuing suicide and volunteers 
were trying to stop them.

Six years ago, the organization became 
part of Family Service Inc., in Lawrence, 

which provides financial and administrative 
support. 

In addition to Helms, two former volun-
teers work as part-time paid staffers. Bob 
Laprel, a retired police officer, is the training 
facilitator. Mary Quinn, a licensed indepen-
dent clinical social worker, is the training 
coordinator.

The organization also operates a teen 
line, provides support to people who’ve lost 
loves ones to suicide in group sessions and at 
home, teaches organizations how to prevent 
suicide by older adults, and performs com-
munity outreach – such as the time staffers 
talked to guidance counselors at Methuen 
High School about the warning signs and 
risk factors of suicide in teenagers.

The support groups are offered twice a 
month in Lowell and North Andover.

“They just talk about whatever feelings 
that come up,” said Quinn. “Because suicide 
grief is a grief different than any other type 

of traumatic loss, because of the shame and 
the stigma attached to it. A lot of people don’t 
want folks to know their loved one died of 
suicide. It’s sort of a black mark against 
them – couldn’t you have prevented it? Why 
didn’t you see the warning signs? – that kind 
of thing. It’s unique and it needs to be talked 
about among folks that know exactly what 
you’ve gone through because they’ve gone 
through the same thing.”

Quinn spent roughly three years as a 
volunteer in the 1980s. She studied psychol-
ogy at the University of Lowell, earned a 
master’s degree in social work and joined the 
staff in 2006.

Thanks to a grant from the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, Quinn teaches 
a program, Suicide Prevention Training for 
Gatekeeper of Older Adults. 

“I go to area nursing homes, councils on 
aging, assisted-living facilities and train their 
staff,” said Quinn, a Methuen resident. “(I 

talk) about … how to recognize signs and 
symptoms of depression and suicide, how to 
talk with someone who’s at risk for suicide 
and then hook them up with resources avail-
able to them.” 

To date, more than 800 people have been 
trained at 68 locations.

“I love training people. I think it’s an 
important piece of the work that we do here 
– getting the word out, trying to de-stigma-
tize suicide, and normalize it in the sense of 
talking about it,” said Quinn. “(Suicide) is a 
taboo subject for a lot of people to talk about 
so we try to get it out in the open, so there 
isn’t much shame for survivors, folks who’ve 
lost someone to suicide. It’s a real important 
part of what we do.”

If you are lonely, depressed or suicidal, 
call the Samaritans' confidential crisis hot 
line at (978) 327-6607. Teen-agers who need 
someone to listen can call the Teen Help Line 
at (978) 688-8336.

Hypnosis, continued from page 12

Meanwhile, Sean’s girlfriend Lana 
Silva-Grelle has made peace with the man 
she accused of stealing her belly button.  
And she is no longer chattering in her na-
tive Martian.

Ah, the things folks will do while hyp-
notized. Not to worry. Legendary hypnotist 
and Methuen resident Jerry Valley (An-
thony Vitale) has things under control. With 
a word or two he can transport Lana, Sean 
and the five other volunteers back to normal 
consciousness.

For most, the one-hour and 45-minute 
exercise in relaxation and the power of sug-
gestion will seem like a 10-minute dream.

“It’s crazy,” says Lana later. “You’re 
conscious, but you don’t really know what 
you’re doing. I don’t remember anything. 
I remember feeling warm from the (stage) 
lights, but you’re so comfortable and re-
laxed that you don’t care what’s going on.”

Plenty goes on, she will soon discover 
upon watching the DVD of the night’s 
hypno-hilarity.

“My girlfriend was trying to tell me 
about what we did, but in the 12 years 
I have known her I’ve never heard her laugh 

so hard. I couldn’t understand her,” said 
Lana, a 1984 Methuen High graduate.

And what about Methuen’s David San-
tiago, 37, who was convinced he had forgot-
ten his own name.

“I remember (Jerry) asking me to say my 
name, but for the life of me I couldn’t think 

of it. There were blanks in between, but I 
remember I was laughing. That was the first 
time I ever did something like that. It was 
weird but fun,” said the FedEx worker.

You’d laugh, too, if you were present 
when a nearby participant’s “growing” bo-
soms were arguing with each other.

At 9 pm Jerry, 75, asks for volunteers 
to join him on the stage. He reassures 

everyone that people, through relaxation 
and a willingness to be coaxed, hypnotize 
themselves.

Initially 11 men and women from age 20 
to 65 take a seat on stage. Not everyone can 
relax deeply enough to respond to Jerry’s 
instructions, so four volunteers are asked 

“He couldn’t put me under,” declared Claire 
Lacourciere of North Andover after the 
show. Oh? Then who was barefoot and lead-
ing the troupe of hula dancers?

Ever wonder what it looks like to milk seven invisible cows? Now you know.

See VALLEY, Page 16
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Disney songs make for magical show
The Happy Hearts Chorus’ latest 

concert had an entire audience feel-
ing like kids again.

“The Sounds of Disney” two-
act performance at the Methuen 
Senior Center last month featured 
favorites like “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-
Dah” and “Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo” 
to “It’s a Small World” and “A 
Spoonful of Sugar.” There were 
costumes, laughs and plenty of im-
pressive singing that brought the 
show to life. A sing-along featuring 
the theme song from “The Mickey 
Mouse Club” TV show even al-
lowed the audience to get into the 
act! Emcees were Seth Graham 
and Michelle Houle from Methuen 
Community Television. Chorus di-
rector is Senior Center activities 
director Sue Foster; providing the 
piano accompaniment was Susan 
Forbes.

Hilda Beberian and Bar-
bara Jacques portray 
“Happy” and “Doc,” two 
out of the seven dwarfs. 
Their comedic routine 
about where the other 
dwarfs were had the 
large crowd in stitches. 
Photos by Melissa Fili

Look on page 15 
for more magic

halloweenexpressnh.com

189 South Broadway
Salem, NH 03079

168 Daniel Webster Hwy
Nashua, NH 03060

a $25 purchase.
Limit one coupon per customer.

Offer ends 10/24  /2010.

Downtown 
Java Joe’s

• Almost 200 K Cup Flavors • Iced Coffee
• House Brew Coffee • Tea

• 9 Flavors of Richie’s Italian Ice/Slush 
• 9 Flavors of Dolce Freddo Gelato

• Bagels • Muffins • Pastries • FREE WIFI and TVs

Downtown   
Java Joe’s

7 Hampshire St. ~ Methuen Square

978-208-7494
OPEN 7 DAYS

Mon.-Sat. 6am to 8pm
Sunday 7am to Noon

$1 OFF Any Size
Richie’s Slush

1 Per Customer
expires 10/31/2010
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Wouldn't You Rather be Driving From Here Than To Somewhere Else?

210 Howe St., Methuen

978-683-7771
~ www.merrimackvalleygolfclub.com ~ 

There’s no reason to leave Methuen to get the best 
Value anywhere. Thanks to our extensive 

$10 million renovation to the course and 
new clubhouse, guests can experience the 
amenities of a private club...but open to 
the public.  Affordable rates, a challenging 
course and spectacular sunsets and foliage -- 
it’s all here at your Merrimack Valley Golf Club.

October is Spectacular Golfing
Monday thru Friday....only $27
Saturday & Sunday....only $37

Twilight (after 2 pm) Weekdays......$16 ~ Weekends......$20

Tom Johnson and Stella Azzarelli teamed up for a beautiful 
rendition of “Someday My Prince will Come.”

Fairy godmother Barbara Lattin was ador-
able in the “Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo” piece. 

Crowd-pleaser Al Blazavitch was all dolled 
up for “Jolly Holiday.”

Happy Hearts singer Mar-
ion Phillips (center) was 
presented a beautiful 
bouquet, courtesy of 
family members Malcolm 
Andrews, Lynne Heard 
and Rose Andrews. Numerous Minnie and 

Mickey Mouse dolls found 
premium seating all along 
the stage and atop Susan 
Forbes’ piano.
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NANCY GREENWOOD INSURANCE AGENCY, INC
Renewing oR Reviewing? CheCk US out!

Est. 1981
Insuring the Merrimack Valley and Beyond

Affordable Rates 
and a 

Variety of Options

•Home
•Small Business
•Auto
•Renters
•In-Home Business
•Condo
•Rental Property

Check us out on Facebook and 
www.NancyGreenwood.com

11 Haverhill Street, Methuen
978-683-7676

1-800-498-7675Nancy Greenwood - Ronald Briggs

Valley, continued from page 13

$2 OFF ANY CUT
                  with this coupon

expires 10/31/2010/limit 1 per person

Hours:
Tues,Wed, Fri  

8:30 - 4:30
Thurs. 10 - 8

Saturday  8 - 3

Alfredo’s Barber Shop        
“43 Years Servicing the Merrimack Valley”

166 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA

978-975-7627
Jump into Fall with a NEW Style!!

How hypnosis works
Methuen hypnotist Jerry Valley, 75, works his craft for two purposes: to help 

and to entertain.
Some are familiar with Jerry and his son Tom Vitale through their work at Val-

ley Hypnosis. There they work to cure people of smoking, over-eating, phobias 
and other destructive behaviors.

But most people know Jerry as the performer who has worked cruise ships, 
resorts, night clubs, Las Vegas and was even featured on an episode of the 
TV news show “20/20.”

White-haired, goateed and dressed in black, Jerry looks and sounds like a 
performer. The path to his surreal stage shows began in 1969. 

“(Hypnotist) Sam Vine was appearing in Lawrence. I didn’t believe in it. I 
thought people were paid to go up and act silly,” said Jerry. “But it was $2.50 for 
a chicken dinner and a show. There were six of us and one girl was an introvert 
— a little mouse. She got hypnotized and she blew my mind: She was singing 
and dancing all over the stage. So ... I changed my mind. I said maybe there’s 
something to this after all.”

For the skeptics, Jerry admits a person can’t be hypnotized if he doesn’t want 
to be. Resistance or distractions will prevent a subject from drifting into the deep 
relaxation where he is receptive to the power of suggestion.

Jerry says a combination of factors draws a person into hypnosis at his 
shows. 

• stage lights.
• soft music such as the theme from “Somewhere In Time.”
• a soothing but completely confident voice.
• a pre-established perception that they will be hypnotized.
“There’s six levels of hypnosis ... some people go very deeply, so that I could 

take them into major surgery without anesthesia,” he said. 
At least two of the volunteers at the Sahara Club show — Lana Silva-Grelle 

and her boyfriend Sean O’Clare — drifted into somnambulism (sleepwalking) 
where they could perform activities but remember nothing.

Said Sean, “(Jerry) asked us to look into the light, and after that everything 
started to fade away. I was nervous that maybe I couldn’t get hypnotized, or 
maybe it was an act. But now I believe in it.”

During a show Jerry will remind his entranced co-stars how relaxed and com-
fortable they are, moments before they carry out their next outlandish mission.

If a volunteer doesn’t hear Jerry’s voice for five minutes, he or she will with-
draw from the hypnosis on their own. And as easily as people are guided into 
the dreamy state, they are returned to normal consciousness with a specific 
word that Jerry chooses. 

After more than 40 years of hypnotizing, Jerry says he never knows exactly 
what to expect.

“The only thing you can be sure of in hypnosis is that you can’t be sure of 
anything,” he said.

“At one show I asked the subjects to explain why each was a good enter-
tainer, and one gorgeous 23-year-old woman said, ‘I’m a woman, and a woman 
can do anything a man can do ... except p--s on a wall.’ I fell off the stage laugh-
ing.”

		  — Steve Whipple

politely to return to the audience.
For better or worse, the remaining seven 

are willing to be hypnotized and instructed 
to do and say an impressive number of zany 
things. Jerry instructs them to go “deeper 
and deeper” and the deeper they go, the bet-
ter they will feel. 

“You will drift and dream and float. 
We’re good friends and everything I say 
becomes real to you,” Jerry coos.

Over the next 90 minutes in their state of 
altered awareness, the cast of characters:

• believes they are very cold, then very 
hot, then terrified as a vampire will dine on 
their blood.

• believes their belly buttons have been 
swiped; some accuse each other of the 
crime.

• believes there’s a gaping hole in the 
back of Jerry’s pants, causing endless 
laughter.

• two men attempt to converse but their 
tongues fall out when they try to speak.

• believes they are milking a cow, then 
they are the cows being milked.

• believes they are martians and each 
chatters on their own version of the lan-
guage; Sean delivers an emotional Martian 
national anthem

Janine Gauntt, who truly seems to enjoy 
her time as a cow, would later explain that 
the hypnosis is like a much-needed nap.

“You feel completely refreshed. I’m 
going for karaoke after this and I knew this 
would be like a nap. When I was up there, I 
thought I wasn’t hypnotized. Now I realize 
I was,” she said.

Eventually, Jerry talks them back to their 
normal state of mind. Well, almost. Before 
they are dismissed he convinces Ed Stape 
of Merrimack, N.H., that when he hears 
the word “microphone” he will be dragged 
through the crowd by a very large, very 
strong dog on a leash.

Lana will kiss any man in the audience 
with glasses. And Sean will believe he is 
Tarzan.

A couple minutes after the subjects 
return to the tables with their family and 
friends, Jerry announces the trigger word 
and three things happen suddenly:

Ed lunges zig-zag style through the 
place behind an invisible bloodhound. Lana 
stops in mid-conversation and darts off to 
kiss strangers. And Sean would love to go 
clobber the kiss recipients. 

Except he’s too busy pounding his chest 
and howling like Tarzan.

Sean O’Clare of Methuen takes his role as 
famous stripper Gypsy Rose Lee very seri-
ously. 

Dracula’s here and he’s really hungry. And 
Leah Hilton, 20, doesn’t seem too pleased. 
                                       Photos by Steve Whipple
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   I ask you for your vote 
on Tuesday, November 2d. 

 
   Visit Our Website: 

http://www.campbellformethuen.com/ 
 

Paid for By:   The Committee to Elect Linda Dean Campbell, 42 Sugar Pine Lane, Methuen, MA 01844 
campbellmethuen@comcast.net, 978-989-0722 

    

State Representative  

LINDA DEAN CAMPBELL 
Integrity, Leadership, Results 

Independent Leadership That Represents You and Achieves Results:  
 

 Obtained $64.7 million in State funding to renovate Methuen High 
        School in order to maintain its accreditation; Bridge Repairs over  
 Route 213; a new Head Start building for Methuen; and more.   
 

  Spearheaded anti-foreclosure legislation through the Massachusetts  
        House of Representatives which further criminalizes Mortgage fraud.  
 

 As Vice Chair of Veterans & Federal Affairs, provided increased housing  
        and job opportunities for our returning Veterans. 
  

 Voted against increased sales and alcohol taxes; worked in successful  
        opposition to several other taxes proposed by the Governor. 
  

   Voted to require that recipients of state aid be legal residents. 
 

  Filed pension reform legislation and supported the pension and ethics  
        reform legislation that recently became law.  
  

  Voted against changing the law to allow the Governor to appoint an  
        Interim U. S. Senator in advance of the special election. 
 

 Fought successfully against tolls on Interstate 93 and led our state’s  
        effort against them in New Hampshire.  
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Joseph W. Gagnon
President

Bonded in 
MA, NH & ME

~ NMLS # MA MLO4223 and NH NH4223
~ Mass License # MC0910, Licensed by the N.H Banking Dept., 5403-MB 
* Tested and registered under the S.A.F.E. Act  Company: NMLS # 1943

800-667-0592;
Cell 603-930-8900

187 Main St., 
Salem, NH

Numbers to Back Up Our 
Prompt, Personal Service:

  • 4,600 Loans
  • 20 Years Experience
We are direct lenders with no employed originators or middlemen

www.granitestatemortgageNH.com

• Electric and Acoustic Guitars
• New and Used Amps
• Basses, Mandolins and Banjos
• New and Pre-Owned

4 Hampshire St., Methuen Square, across from the Clock Tower

978-682-9630
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Authorized dealer for

‘Elvis’ leaves senior fans all shook up!
They weren’t exactly tailgating, but 

dozens of seniors staked out their spots at 
Methuen Village at Riverwalk Park up to 
two hours before show time.

The draw? None other than Elvis Pre-
sley impersonator Stan Anderson Jr. who 
last month put on an incredible concert 
that had his audience singing, swaying 
and even dancing in the aisles. Methuen 
Village is an assisted-living facility that 
also specializes in Alzheimer’s care.

“Is it OK to swoon?” half-joked one 
female resident prior to the show.

Anderson, all dolled up in a white 
jacket, black dress shirt and pants, a glit-
tery STAN belt buckle, and plenty of gold 
around his neck and on his fingers, had 
his King of Rock ‘n’ Roll persona down 
pat. From hip-swiveling dance moves and 
fist-pumping song endings to his, “Thank 
ya, thank ya verrrry much,” the senior 

crowd soaked it all up. His deep, strong 
voice seemed to bring the crowd right 
back to the 1950s and ’60s.  

Anderson’s repertoire ranged from fa-
vorites like “All Shook Up” and “Don’t 
Be Cruel” to “Love Me Tender” and 
included a bit of history on Elvis and his 
music.

“I want to take him home!” called 
out one excited audience member, while 
watching Anderson in action.

“This is great!” said Social Program 
Director Kathleen Corey-Rahme, who 
organized the show. “I haven’t seen the 
residents this animated in a long time.”

“That was the best!” smiled 
resident Maria Daigle. “I’m 
in La-La Land!”

More Elvis photos 
on page 18.

Methuen Village resident Lois McAvoy and Stan Anderson Jr. as Elvis team up for “Don’t Be 
Cruel.”   The show was held in celebration of National Assisted Living Week. 
							                  Photos by Melissa Fili

Alice Pedro snapped, clapped and was swingin’ in her seat during the show.
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husband told me, “This shirt smells SO 
fresh and clean! Thanks, hon!” I’d think 
he was mocking me.

There is a rule in my house: I only 
wash clothes that are placed in a hamper. 

I’m not about to 
look under beds, 
behind bureaus or 
beneath blankets 
to seek out dirty 
clothing. If you 
take it off, you 
know it’s dirty 
and you know 
where it goes.

But one day, 
someone com-
plained about 
his lack of clean 
socks. My reply 
that there were no 
dirty socks in his 

hamper caused us to exchange words that 
got a bit gruff, especially when I pointed 
out four bunched-up socks that I spied 
from my vantage point in the bedroom 
doorway.

I’m sure lots of moms want to say 
these words, but I actually did: “From now 
on, everyone does their own laundry!”

I provided a quick tutorial on the dif-
ference between laundry detergent, fabric 
softener and color-safe bleach, followed by 
washer-and-drier basic operating instruc-
tions and the all-important reminder about 
cleaning out the lint filter.

“ ... or you could burn down our house,” 
I sternly reminded my wide-eyed students. 
“Happens all the time.”

Things ran very smoothly at first. 
Not surprisingly, the numerous costume 
changes my younger son was used to 
quickly came to an end once he was the 
one washing all of those clothes. And the 
kids got the hang of being at the beck-and-
call of the laundry-room buzzers. They 
never really caught on to folding and put-
ting away. All in good time, I suppose ...

Then one day I noticed a loud noise 
coming from the washing machine. Figur-
ing it was jean buttons clanging against the 
washer during the spin cycle, I ignored it. 
But when a load of towels also produced 
the noise, I knew something was up. The 
good-size leak that followed forced me 
to temporarily shut down my laundering 
operation.

A quick call to Dick’s TV confirmed
that there was, indeed, “something” 
caught in the hose which ended up crack-
ing it. A new part was ordered, and in the 
meantime I met some nice folks at Patriot 
Laundry on Merrimack Street.

Back at home, we were all a bit ner-
vous about what caused the problem. But 
when the repairman pulled 52 cents in 
change from the machine, it was obvious 
there’s no one person to blame. We’ve all 
since added “Turn pockets inside-out” to 
our laundry list.

To cut down on future repair calls, I 
considered taking over all household laun-
dry duties again. But then a young relative 
posted on Facebook a few lines about her 
live-in boyfriend complaining about his 
lack of clean underwear. She told him to 
go out and buy some, but ended up doing 
his laundry because it was “easier.” Sever-
al of her friends commented that they, too, 
believe doing their guy’s laundry makes 
life simpler for them.

Somewhere in the world, I thought, 
Gloria Steinem weeps.

So my kids will continue to round up 
their dirty clothes, wash and dry them, 
and probably keep them bunched up in the 
laundry basket until needed.

Suddenly, this isn’t about me any-
more.

I consider it an extra-early Christmas 
present to my future daughters-in-law.

  
In between heaps of laundry and endless 
errands, Melissa Fili writes a column 
for MethuenLife. She can be reached at 
melissa@methuelife.com.
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Mom's
 the Word
By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Share the load. Do laundry!

Dance Education Center
125 South Broadway (route 28) 

South Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843

978-685-1262

PRESCHOOL • CHILDREN • TEENS • ADULTS

ONLY $40 
a MONTH!

Unlimited classes 
within age and 
ability Levels

OPEN
REGISTRATION!

* All Ages * All Levels

79 Haverhill Street, Methuen
(978) 975-4100

www.perraultlaw.com

•Auto & Motorcycle Accidents
•Death Claims
•Construction Site Accidents
•Dog Bite Claims
•Medical Malpractice
•Divorce
•Full Service

Million Dollar Client Compensation

Attorney Charles Perrault

PERRAULT & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

LIFE MEMBER

Million Dollar aDvocates ForuM
The Top Trial Lawyers In America TM

It isn’t even Christmas yet, and I’ve 
already received my dream gift: I haven’t 
done laundry in over a week!

The fact that my relatively new wash-
ing machine sprang a “leak” is only a part 
of my good fortune. The main reason I’ve 
lived laundry-free is because someone in 
this house, who shall remain nameless, 
complained — rather loudly and aggres-
sively — that he had no clean socks. And 
that’s when life changed for all of us.

Like most moms, I dedicate a lot of 
time to keeping the household running 
smoothly. Somehow there’s always milk 
in the fridge, a hot meal on the dinner 
table and working batteries inside the 
TV remote control. I do this mostly out 
of love for my family, and partly because 
I can’t stand complainers. Plus, there are 
days when a frivolous problem like a 
non-functioning remote control — com-
bined with a whining voice — would 
drive me behind the television, to dust-
bunny heaven, where I would silently 
and seamlessly unplug the dastardly boob 
tube. With no need to use the remote, it’s 
“Problem solved!” I’d say, until the next 
trip out to the store.

There are several at-home jobs, 
though, that become so thankless, routine 

and never-ending that it wouldn’t take 
much for me to write them off altogether. 
Scrubbing toilet bowls ranks high on 
that list. I’m patiently waiting for some 
smart, money-hungry kid to invent a self-
cleaning toilet, or 
at least something 
like that automatic 
pool vacuum that 
swims around all 
day sucking up 
dirt and bugs. If 
that thing could be 
trained to cleanse 
the inside, outside 
and 2-foot radius 
of my toilet, I’d be 
first in line to buy.

Also topping 
my most-detested-
mom-job list is 
laundry. It’s mind-
less, time-consuming and essentially eter-
nal for we non-nudists. Unlike baking 
a terrific chocolate cake or hanging an 
eye-catching wall border, there is abso-
lutely no satisfaction in washing, dry-
ing, folding and putting away a load of 
laundry. As long as nothing is bleached, 
burnt or a shocking shade of light pink, 
folks just open their drawer, put on their 
clothes and get them dirty all over again. 
It’s thankless work. And I think if my 
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SCHOOL Days

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow
	 Register now for Toddler, Preschool
																		and After-School Childcare.
									 Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.

•The Methuen YMCA is a provider of the prestigious
																										“Early Reading First”program.
		• Enjoy family nights, FREE YMCA membership for
						children enrolled in the child care program.
																							~ Open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. ~
											 •Breakfast, lunch and snacks provided

	 	 Vouchers Accepted
Financial Assistance Available

NAEYC Accredited
				

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow

	 Register now for Toddler, Preschool

																		a
nd After-School Childcare.

									 Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.

•The Methuen YMCA is a provider of the prestigious

																				
						“Early Reading First”program.

		• Enjoy family nights, FREE YMCA membership

						children enrolled in the child care program.

																				
								~Open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.~

snacks provided

Contact Child Care Director Mary Ellen King at
978-683-5266 for more information and a tour.

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow
	 Register now for Toddler, Preschool
																		and After-School Childcare.
									 Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.

•The Methuen YMCA is a provider of the prestigious
																										“Early Reading First”program.
		• Enjoy family nights, FREE YMCA membership for
						children enrolled in the child care program.
																												~Open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.~
											 •Breakfast, lunch and snacks provided

	 	 Vouchers Accepted
Financial Assistance Available

NAEYC Accredited
				

YOUTH Programs
Saturday Night Live!!!

Contact Child Care Director Mary Ellen King at
978-683-5266 for more information and a tour.

Youth Basketball League

Merrimack Valley YMCA

This program is for boys and girls ages 5-12 years old.

978-683-5266

Register now - Season begins December 12
Join us for another great season of YBL!  This unique basketball pro-
gram for boys and girls ages 5-15, stresses the development of chil-

dren, rather than competition.  The goals of the program are skill 
      development, fair play, fitness, character development    

     and fun! For more information, contact 
Olatungie Lightfoot-Taylor 

at (978) 683-5266.

Register now for Preschool 
and After School Child Care.

Currently enrolling children 
ages 2 years 9 months to 12 years.

• Open Monday - Friday from 7:00am - 6:00pm
• Transportation provided from 

Methuen Public Schools
• Healthy breakfast, lunch and snack 

provided daily
• Children receive free YMCA membership
• State Licensed and Nationally Accredited

• Financial Assistance available 
to those who qualify

Methuen Branch
129 Haverhill Street

978-683-5266
www.mvymca.org

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow
Preschool

Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.
prestigious

membership for
program.

provided

YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE (YBL) 

King at
tour.

Pouch Brigade on the juice-pouch 
box. TerraCycle, a recycling busi-
ness, and CapriSun would pay 2 
cents for every used pouch returned 
to them. Old pouches can be used 
to make items including tote bags, 
pocketbooks and pencil cases. Ash-
lyn teamed up with Britney and they 
presented the project to their teacher, 
Sandra Mace. Mace liked the idea, 
researched it and presented it to 
Supervising Principal Rick Beshara, 
who gave his OK.

The girls set up two gray bins 
— one in the Lower School caf-
eteria and one in the Upper School 
caf. They labeled each with a flier 
reading: “Recycle Your Drink Pouch. 
Step 1: Drink it. Step 2: Take out the 
straw. Step 3: Drop it in.”

Each day after lunch, the girls 
bring the bins to Mace’s room, com-
pletely empty the pouches (they say 
Strawberry Kiwi is the most popular 
flavor) and prep them for shipment 
back to TerraCycle. They admit this 
is not an easy job.

“Some kids forget what the bin 
is for and throw their lunch trash in 
there,” says a frowning Britney. As 
for Step 2, she says lots of students 
forget to throw away the straw: “They
don’t do too good with that part.”

“If the kids don’t drink all of the 
juice, it makes our job very hard 
because sometimes we get wet or 
the bucket gets all wet,” explained 
Ashlyn, adding that because the cus-
todians thought flies might become 

an issue, the girls also have to hose 
down the bins before bringing them 
back to the cafeterias.

Mace, who estimates that about 
100 pouches are collected every two 
days, has quite a stack of blue bags 
in her garage awaiting shipment. 
She’s very proud of her students’ 
tenacity.

“Every time we ran into obstacles 
with the project, we pushed to over-
come them because the girls really 
wanted to do this,” she said. “This is 
all them.”

Both girls say their environmental 
consciousness started at home.

“My house is a recycling kind of 
house,” says Ashlyn. “We recycle 
cardboard, paper and plastic.”

“I help my grandmother recycle 
all of her plastic,” adds Britney. “At 
school, we only recycle paper.”

Their efforts have also provided a 
lesson on finances. They know that 
returning 100 pouches will earn them 
$2. As of Nov. 8, the Marsh rounded 
up 5,970 pouches earning $119.

“At first we were thinking about 
buying a playground swing with all the 
money, but that would be A LOT of
pouches,” Britney rationalized. “Now 
we want to get some Read Out Loud 
books so that everybody will have 
something to read.”

Pouch, continued from page 38

Comprehensive Grammar School’s PTO again rewarded the top sellers of its fall fund-
raiser with a stylish lunch out on the town! Both groups of students, cruising in a white 
stretch SUV driven by Bay State Limousine, chose lunch at McDonald’s, all courtesy of 
the fund-raising firm Genevieve’s. The top Upper School sellers – Scott Ventrillo, Gabby 
Salerno, Sam DiFiore, Alexandra Berube and Radhames Reyes – each brought a friend 
out to lunch and were accompanied by Associate Principal Chris Reeve. Top Lower School 
sellers – Summer Woodard, Victoria Moda, Steven Nguyen, Sydney Moda, Brandin God-
jikian, Cecelia Shannon, Zacharay Mushow, Kaitlyn Busta, Lily Stone, Victoria Moda, 
Victoria Small, Kelsey Perry and Joshua Small – dined with Supervising Principal Brandi 
Kwong. Courtesy photos.

Limos to Lunch

New Studio!
Tuesday - Thursday

         10am - 6pm

Friday  10am - 5pm

saTurday  9am - 4pm

 401 Main Street Unit 111
   Salem, NH  (Rte. 97 Plaza)
   Carolyn@vcss.comcastbiz.net

*Husqvarna Viking Machines 
* Fabric *Sewing Supplies

*Repairs  *Patterns

NEW Classes Available:
DAY ~ EVENING ~ SATURDAY

*Embroidery  *Quilting  
*Clothing

*serging  *Heirloom  *Kids 
Classes  *Software

call: 603-458-1320

Carolyn R. Sprague

15% OFF
Any One Stock Notion 
or  Single Cut of Fabric

(excludes machine sales & not to be 
combined with any other offer)

expiration - Oct. 30, 2010

Methuen
421 Merrimack St.

Suite 102
978-689-4500

Georgetown
64 E. Main St.

Route 133
978-352-5510

Saugus
880 Broadway

Route 1
781-233-2111

In Rehabilitation

Fall is a great time to enjoy outdoor activities. But, if you 
suffer from chronic back pain or old injuries that limit your ability to 
get outside, we can help. Partners Physical Therapy (PT) improves 
mobility, fitness and overall well-being for ease and comfort of 
every day movement.

We excel at developing personal treatment plans that 
address lifestyle, activity level, and areas of functional weakness.
 Call the Partners in Rehab office in your neighborhood 
or  visit us on the web where you can make and appointment and 
register for care.

www.partnersinrehab.com

Maria Daigle sang along during most of 
the concert. At the end of one of the faster 
numbers, she threw her arms in the air and 
yelled, “Woo hoo! That one was the best!”

Singing along with the man of the hour are (from left) Helen Tanionos, Carol Gilbert and 
Paula Kutcher.
 

Showing their ap-
proval are (from 
left) Florence Heider, 
Jackie Agazarian and 
Louise Perkins.

Associate Robbie Rys and 
resident William McGrath 
hit the dance floor for 
“Are You Lonesome To-
night?”

‘Elvis’ at 
Methuen Village
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In The Garden
By Chris Young
MethuenLife Writer

C

Bulbs pay big dividends for little effort
A little Madness in the Spring

is wholesome even for the King.
~ Emily Dickinson

See GARDEN, Page 25

MUMS!

They’re hearty • They’re colorful 
They’re yours for a nice price

Ornamental Cabbage & Kale
Corn Stocks • Pumpkins
Hay Bales • Gourds

Avedisian Farm 
& Greenhouse

70 Salem Street, Methuen, MA
978-686-2509

Open 7 
Days!

Delicious Coffee

Famous Pica’s Pizza

Lottery

Subs and Sandwiches

Convenient Location

Route 97, Methuen
Next to Laschi Bros. Garden Center

(978) 683-4353

Mon.-Thur. 6:30am to 9pm; Fri./Sat. 7am to 10pm; Sun. 8am to 9pm
(Next to Laschi's Garden Center)

Football
is Back at 
Common

Grounds Cafe!

BUY ANY 2 PIZZAS, GET A CHEESY 
TOUCHDOWN PIZZA FREE!

With this coupon. One per customer per visit.

The colorful perennials and flowering shrubs that 
greet you when you visit Methuen City Hall are planted 
and cared for by Methuen Garden Club.

But the gardens are bare in the spring. There are no 
daffodils and tulips to delight the soul of winter-weary 
residents.

That’s about to change. 
“We are going to start doing some bulb planting at 

the Searles Building this month and next,” said MGC 
President Teri Karamourtopoulos. “We have come to 
appreciate how much we enjoy the early color and get-
ting the planting season started. Our hope is that in a 
few years the daffodils will naturalize and give the Sear-
les a large planting of daffodils for everyone to enjoy.”

That’s great news, but you don’t have to rely on 
public gardens to reap the pleasure that spring bulbs 
bring. For a few dollars, you can make your home a 
showplace in April, although prices of bulbs have risen 
with the price of oil.

It is not too late to plant bulbs for next spring, be-
cause there is still time for the bulb’s roots to become 
established before the cold weather. Actually, bulbs 
don’t like to go into the ground too early because the 
warm earth sends them into active growth before they 
are ready to bloom. Your local garden supply store 

has a good selection right now, but in the future you 
might also want to look at catalogs to find even more 
variety.

With minimal effort and cost now, you can plant bulbs 
like these ...

... and in the spring you’ll have a yard filled with glorious tulips and 
daffodils, just like these which sprouted in front of First Church Con-
gregational last April. 			       Photos by Melissa Fili
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We Pay Cash
Gold Parties & Fundraisers

Cell 978.935.6739

Xtra

	 We are buying 10K 14K 18K
22K 24K gold. Rings, charms,
necklaces, bracelets, wedding

bands, high school rings, earrings
in any condition.

Sterling silver marked 925. Gold
coins, US gold coins, silver and

platinum Bullion. Vintage watches.		
Private appointments available.

978-935-6739

HIGHEST PRICES PAID

Creating big 
success for your
small business. 

Leland Fastnacht, Commercial Lending, VP and Cheryl Parent – Branch 
Relationship Manager, VP are eager to go to work for your business. 
They have the expertise and the resources necessary to give you the 
advantages to grow and prosper. Leland and Cheryl will help you choose
from a full range of innovative products and services designed to get you 
to the next level. Call or visit them today at 255 Broadway in Methuen. 

Call: 978-682-2770
EnterpriseBanking.com

Member FDIC

The Northeast Independent Living Program, a nonprofit organization serving people with 
disabilities in the Merrimack Valley for the past 30 years, hosted its sixth annual TeenFest 
summer program for youth with disabilities and youth at risk. This year’s program included 
web-page creation, a youth-created play with help from the Epic Theatre Ensemble of New 
York City and independent living-skills activities. Principal funders of TeenFest include 
Essex County Community Foundation-Greater Lawrence Summer Fund, The White Fund 
in North Andover, the Lawrence Rotary Foundation Inc., Citi Bank Andover, Ride-Away in 
Londonderry N.H., and John Galinato of Build-It-Yourself in Cambridge. TeenFest players 
include (front, atRIGHT) Kevin Hatch of Methuen. Courtesy photo.

TEENFEST
in action
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SHARE YOUR GOOD WORK
Earned a promotion? Won an award? Been recognized for a job well done? We want to know! MethuenLife invites businesses to 

send their Methuen employees’ achievements to news@methuenlife.com or call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777. 
Please include a phone number (for verification purposes only) with your announcement.

husband told me, “This shirt smells SO 
fresh and clean! Thanks, hon!” I’d think 
he was mocking me.

There is a rule in my house: I only 
wash clothes that are placed in a hamper. 

I’m not about to 
look under beds, 
behind bureaus or 
beneath blankets 
to seek out dirty 
clothing. If you 
take it off, you 
know it’s dirty 
and you know 
where it goes.

But one day, 
someone com-
plained about 
his lack of clean 
socks. My reply 
that there were no 
dirty socks in his 

hamper caused us to exchange words that 
got a bit gruff, especially when I pointed 
out four bunched-up socks that I spied 
from my vantage point in the bedroom 
doorway.

I’m sure lots of moms want to say 
these words, but I actually did: “From now 
on, everyone does their own laundry!”

I provided a quick tutorial on the dif-
ference between laundry detergent, fabric 
softener and color-safe bleach, followed by 
washer-and-drier basic operating instruc-
tions and the all-important reminder about 
cleaning out the lint filter.

“ ... or you could burn down our house,” 
I sternly reminded my wide-eyed students. 
“Happens all the time.”

Things ran very smoothly at first. 
Not surprisingly, the numerous costume 
changes my younger son was used to 
quickly came to an end once he was the 
one washing all of those clothes. And the 
kids got the hang of being at the beck-and-
call of the laundry-room buzzers. They 
never really caught on to folding and put-
ting away. All in good time, I suppose ...

Then one day I noticed a loud noise 
coming from the washing machine. Figur-
ing it was jean buttons clanging against the 
washer during the spin cycle, I ignored it. 
But when a load of towels also produced 
the noise, I knew something was up. The 
good-size leak that followed forced me 
to temporarily shut down my laundering 
operation.

A quick call to Dick’s TV confirmed
that there was, indeed, “something” 
caught in the hose which ended up crack-
ing it. A new part was ordered, and in the 
meantime I met some nice folks at Patriot 
Laundry on Merrimack Street.

Back at home, we were all a bit ner-
vous about what caused the problem. But 
when the repairman pulled 52 cents in 
change from the machine, it was obvious 
there’s no one person to blame. We’ve all 
since added “Turn pockets inside-out” to 
our laundry list.

To cut down on future repair calls, I 
considered taking over all household laun-
dry duties again. But then a young relative 
posted on Facebook a few lines about her 
live-in boyfriend complaining about his 
lack of clean underwear. She told him to 
go out and buy some, but ended up doing 
his laundry because it was “easier.” Sever-
al of her friends commented that they, too, 
believe doing their guy’s laundry makes 
life simpler for them.

Somewhere in the world, I thought, 
Gloria Steinem weeps.

So my kids will continue to round up 
their dirty clothes, wash and dry them, 
and probably keep them bunched up in the 
laundry basket until needed.

Suddenly, this isn’t about me any-
more.

I consider it an extra-early Christmas 
present to my future daughters-in-law.

  
In between heaps of laundry and endless 
errands, Melissa Fili writes a column 
for MethuenLife. She can be reached at 
melissa@methuelife.com.
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Mom's
 the Word
By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Share the load. Do laundry!

Dance Education Center
125 South Broadway (route 28) 

South Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843

978-685-1262

PRESCHOOL • CHILDREN • TEENS • ADULTS

ONLY $40 
a MONTH!

Unlimited classes 
within age and 
ability Levels

OPEN
REGISTRATION!

* All Ages * All Levels

79 Haverhill Street, Methuen
(978) 975-4100

www.perraultlaw.com

•Auto & Motorcycle Accidents
•Death Claims
•Construction Site Accidents
•Dog Bite Claims
•Medical Malpractice
•Divorce
•Full Service

Million Dollar Client Compensation

Attorney Charles Perrault

PERRAULT & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

LIFE MEMBER

Million Dollar aDvocates ForuM
The Top Trial Lawyers In America TM

It isn’t even Christmas yet, and I’ve 
already received my dream gift: I haven’t 
done laundry in over a week!

The fact that my relatively new wash-
ing machine sprang a “leak” is only a part 
of my good fortune. The main reason I’ve 
lived laundry-free is because someone in 
this house, who shall remain nameless, 
complained — rather loudly and aggres-
sively — that he had no clean socks. And 
that’s when life changed for all of us.

Like most moms, I dedicate a lot of 
time to keeping the household running 
smoothly. Somehow there’s always milk 
in the fridge, a hot meal on the dinner 
table and working batteries inside the 
TV remote control. I do this mostly out 
of love for my family, and partly because 
I can’t stand complainers. Plus, there are 
days when a frivolous problem like a 
non-functioning remote control — com-
bined with a whining voice — would 
drive me behind the television, to dust-
bunny heaven, where I would silently 
and seamlessly unplug the dastardly boob 
tube. With no need to use the remote, it’s 
“Problem solved!” I’d say, until the next 
trip out to the store.

There are several at-home jobs, 
though, that become so thankless, routine 

and never-ending that it wouldn’t take 
much for me to write them off altogether. 
Scrubbing toilet bowls ranks high on 
that list. I’m patiently waiting for some 
smart, money-hungry kid to invent a self-
cleaning toilet, or 
at least something 
like that automatic 
pool vacuum that 
swims around all 
day sucking up 
dirt and bugs. If 
that thing could be 
trained to cleanse 
the inside, outside 
and 2-foot radius 
of my toilet, I’d be 
first in line to buy.

Also topping 
my most-detested-
mom-job list is 
laundry. It’s mind-
less, time-consuming and essentially eter-
nal for we non-nudists. Unlike baking 
a terrific chocolate cake or hanging an 
eye-catching wall border, there is abso-
lutely no satisfaction in washing, dry-
ing, folding and putting away a load of 
laundry. As long as nothing is bleached, 
burnt or a shocking shade of light pink, 
folks just open their drawer, put on their 
clothes and get them dirty all over again. 
It’s thankless work. And I think if my 
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SCHOOL Days

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow
	 Register now for Toddler, Preschool
																		and After-School Childcare.
									 Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.

•The Methuen YMCA is a provider of the prestigious
																										“Early Reading First”program.
		• Enjoy family nights, FREE YMCA membership for
						children enrolled in the child care program.
																							~ Open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. ~
											 •Breakfast, lunch and snacks provided

	 	 Vouchers Accepted
Financial Assistance Available

NAEYC Accredited
				

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow

	 Register now for Toddler, Preschool

																		a
nd After-School Childcare.

									 Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.

•The Methuen YMCA is a provider of the prestigious

																				
						“Early Reading First”program.

		• Enjoy family nights, FREE YMCA membership

						children enrolled in the child care program.

																				
								~Open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.~

snacks provided

Contact Child Care Director Mary Ellen King at
978-683-5266 for more information and a tour.

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow
	 Register now for Toddler, Preschool
																		and After-School Childcare.
									 Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.

•The Methuen YMCA is a provider of the prestigious
																										“Early Reading First”program.
		• Enjoy family nights, FREE YMCA membership for
						children enrolled in the child care program.
																												~Open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.~
											 •Breakfast, lunch and snacks provided

	 	 Vouchers Accepted
Financial Assistance Available

NAEYC Accredited
				

YOUTH Programs
Saturday Night Live!!!

Contact Child Care Director Mary Ellen King at
978-683-5266 for more information and a tour.

Youth Basketball League

Merrimack Valley YMCA

This program is for boys and girls ages 5-12 years old.

978-683-5266

Register now - Season begins December 12
Join us for another great season of YBL!  This unique basketball pro-
gram for boys and girls ages 5-15, stresses the development of chil-

dren, rather than competition.  The goals of the program are skill 
      development, fair play, fitness, character development    

     and fun! For more information, contact 
Olatungie Lightfoot-Taylor 

at (978) 683-5266.

Register now for Preschool 
and After School Child Care.

Currently enrolling children 
ages 2 years 9 months to 12 years.

• Open Monday - Friday from 7:00am - 6:00pm
• Transportation provided from 

Methuen Public Schools
• Healthy breakfast, lunch and snack 

provided daily
• Children receive free YMCA membership
• State Licensed and Nationally Accredited

• Financial Assistance available 
to those who qualify

Methuen Branch
129 Haverhill Street

978-683-5266
www.mvymca.org

 YMCA Childcare - A Great Place to Grow
Preschool

Accepting children ages 15 months to age 12.
prestigious

membership for
program.

provided

YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE (YBL) 

King at
tour.

Pouch Brigade on the juice-pouch 
box. TerraCycle, a recycling busi-
ness, and CapriSun would pay 2 
cents for every used pouch returned 
to them. Old pouches can be used 
to make items including tote bags, 
pocketbooks and pencil cases. Ash-
lyn teamed up with Britney and they 
presented the project to their teacher, 
Sandra Mace. Mace liked the idea, 
researched it and presented it to 
Supervising Principal Rick Beshara, 
who gave his OK.

The girls set up two gray bins 
— one in the Lower School caf-
eteria and one in the Upper School 
caf. They labeled each with a flier 
reading: “Recycle Your Drink Pouch. 
Step 1: Drink it. Step 2: Take out the 
straw. Step 3: Drop it in.”

Each day after lunch, the girls 
bring the bins to Mace’s room, com-
pletely empty the pouches (they say 
Strawberry Kiwi is the most popular 
flavor) and prep them for shipment 
back to TerraCycle. They admit this 
is not an easy job.

“Some kids forget what the bin 
is for and throw their lunch trash in 
there,” says a frowning Britney. As 
for Step 2, she says lots of students 
forget to throw away the straw: “They
don’t do too good with that part.”

“If the kids don’t drink all of the 
juice, it makes our job very hard 
because sometimes we get wet or 
the bucket gets all wet,” explained 
Ashlyn, adding that because the cus-
todians thought flies might become 

an issue, the girls also have to hose 
down the bins before bringing them 
back to the cafeterias.

Mace, who estimates that about 
100 pouches are collected every two 
days, has quite a stack of blue bags 
in her garage awaiting shipment. 
She’s very proud of her students’ 
tenacity.

“Every time we ran into obstacles 
with the project, we pushed to over-
come them because the girls really 
wanted to do this,” she said. “This is 
all them.”

Both girls say their environmental 
consciousness started at home.

“My house is a recycling kind of 
house,” says Ashlyn. “We recycle 
cardboard, paper and plastic.”

“I help my grandmother recycle 
all of her plastic,” adds Britney. “At 
school, we only recycle paper.”

Their efforts have also provided a 
lesson on finances. They know that 
returning 100 pouches will earn them 
$2. As of Nov. 8, the Marsh rounded 
up 5,970 pouches earning $119.

“At first we were thinking about 
buying a playground swing with all the 
money, but that would be A LOT of
pouches,” Britney rationalized. “Now 
we want to get some Read Out Loud 
books so that everybody will have 
something to read.”

Pouch, continued from page 38

Comprehensive Grammar School’s PTO again rewarded the top sellers of its fall fund-
raiser with a stylish lunch out on the town! Both groups of students, cruising in a white 
stretch SUV driven by Bay State Limousine, chose lunch at McDonald’s, all courtesy of 
the fund-raising firm Genevieve’s. The top Upper School sellers – Scott Ventrillo, Gabby 
Salerno, Sam DiFiore, Alexandra Berube and Radhames Reyes – each brought a friend 
out to lunch and were accompanied by Associate Principal Chris Reeve. Top Lower School 
sellers – Summer Woodard, Victoria Moda, Steven Nguyen, Sydney Moda, Brandin God-
jikian, Cecelia Shannon, Zacharay Mushow, Kaitlyn Busta, Lily Stone, Victoria Moda, 
Victoria Small, Kelsey Perry and Joshua Small – dined with Supervising Principal Brandi 
Kwong. Courtesy photos.

Limos to Lunch

Dear Summer, 
I’ll miss you so ...

Nevins Memorial Library
305 Broadway, Methuen

www.nevinslibrary.org • 978-686-4080

Pastel Workshop with Sharon Morley – 
Tuesday, October 19th at 6:30 PM
Experience the beauty and luminosity one can achieve through the use 
of pastels. No experience necessary. All materials provided.

Jay Atkinson Book Launch – Friday, October 22nd at 6:30 PM
Welcome Methuen’s own author for the launch of his new short story 
collection, Tauvernier Street, with a book reading, signing and reception. 
Register at the Reference Desk
(978) 686-4080x12.

Author Talk: Eric J. Dolan – Tuesday, October 26th at 7:00 PM
The author of Leviathan reads from his new book, Fur Fortune and Empire: 
The Epic History of the Fur Trade in America. Signed books will be available.

Sex, Lies & Dracula: Vampires in History and Popular Culture – Saturday, October 30th 
from 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Dr. Robert Smart, formerly of Bradford College and currently of Quinnipiac University,
explains the historical and mythical character of Dracula. 

Poetry Reading with Maria Mimi Molori – Wednesday, November 3rd at 7:00 PM
The poet will read from her latest book Walking with the Blade: Poems. Refreshments will be served.

Nevins Staff Author: Loreen Augeri – Monday, November 8th at 7:00 PM
Children’s Room staff member reads from and discusses her recently published first novel 
Tormented Hearts, a romance. Refreshments will be served.

Book Talk and Signing of Dark Tide: The Great Boston Molasses Flood of 1919 by Steve Puleo 
– Tuesday, November 30th at 7:00 PM
The author, historian, university teacher will discuss his book Dark Tide: The Great Boston Molasses 
Flood of 1919. Copies of the book will be available for a signing.

Be sure to log onto www.nevinslibrary.org or call (978) 686-4080 for details 
on all these programs and to register.

Nevins Library Adult Fall Programs

School is back in full-swing and the 
calendar says October, but wherever I go 
people are still gabbing about our amaz-
ingly sunny summer. No one, it seems, is 
ready to let go.

They chat about their to-die-for week 
at the lake, delightfully sizzling days at the 
beach, and picture-perfect afternoons spent 
by the pool — relishing in that sticky sum-
mer air like it was just yesterday.

“We deserved it,” folks rationalize, re-
calling the previous summer’s wash-out 
conditions.

Of course, you can’t please everyone. 
When my sister and her girls escaped swel-
tering Florida to visit us in early August, 
their arrival coincided with a super-sweaty 
Bay State heat wave.

“If I wanted this, I would’ve stayed 
home,” lamented my sister, who had hoped 
to cool down seaside with evening tempera-
tures in the 70s. It simply was wasn’t meant 
to be. Even the fireflies were perspiring.

My 9-year-old baseball fanatic was dis-

gusted with the ratty appear-
ance of our sharp, brown 
lawn (“It’s no Fenway 
Park ...”). While 
driving in the car, 
he would regularly 
call out from the 
back seat, “Now 
THEY’VE got 
great grass!” as 
we’d pass some 
lush, obviously 
sprinkler-assisted 
front yards. Lawn 
envy is never pretty, 
especially on a kid.

After years with a crew 
cut, my 12-year-old decided 
to grow out his hair this summer. But 
by the fourth consecutive 95-degree day, 
where he felt as if his brain was melting, he 
caved: “I need a haircut, like, NOW!”

A few gardeners I know 
had a booming tomato 

crop, courtesy of a wet 
spring and a sun-

baked summer, but 
struggled to have 
success with their 
other veggies 
that aren’t keen 
on such non-stop 
heat. You can 
only eat so many 

tomato salads, you 
know?

But I think those 
few minuses were eas-

ily outweighed by all of 
the plusses this summer. There 

were no rain-outs when it came to 
baseball tournament time, I ate my weight 
in hot-fudge sundaes and my Irish-Cana-
dian skin was actually looking tan. To this 
day I’m wearing flip flops to my son’s ice 

hockey practice and I refuse to put up any 
fall decorations until I’m emotionally ready. 
Please, Summer, don’t go!

We need to get a grip, neighbors. Sum-
mer can’t — and won’t — last forever. 
Remember: The change in season is one 
of the best parts about living in New Eng-
land. I’m wondering, though, what Mother 
Nature’s got up her sleeve for winter. My 
weather-watching friends tell me that an 
early start to fall foliage and an abundance 
of fallen acorns are signals that fall will pass 
swiftly and winter could be a doozy. Just 
ask the squirrels, they tell me.

Maybe we’ll have record-set-
ting snow this time around. Now that 
would be something to talk about!  
 
In between heaps of laundry and endless 
errands, Melissa Fili writes a column for 
MethuenLife. She can be reached at Me-
lissa@MethuenLife.com.

A Familiar Face Is 
Just a Call Away

General Practice of Law

• OUI  • DIVORCE
• CRIMINAL
• BANKRUPTCY
• WILLS, TRUSTS

Atty. Faith Ansill Morgida
19 Hampshire St., Methuen

978-687-2377
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TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

INSURANCE • REAL ESTATE • LEGAL

Sullivan Agency Inc.
Whether you are a homeowner or a business owner, one call will secure any Insurance, Real Estate or Legal help 
you may need. Our family business has been serving the Merrimack Valley proudly for more than 45 years.  

• Homeowner 
• Commercial
• Life 
• Auto 
• Health
• Business 
• Long Term Care

www.tasullivanagency.com

We are expanding our real estate and insurance business and are looking 
to hire people that are in the business or are interested in learning!

369 Merrimack St., Methuen • 344 South Union St., Lawrence

978-681-8200

THESE TIPS CAN HELP KEEP YOUR YOUNG DRIVER SAFE
* Make sure your teen gets plenty of supervised driving experience in order to build competence in varied situations.
* Enforce seat belt use for your teens and all passengers.
* Prohibit the use of cell phones (no calls or texting) and other distracting technologies, such as iPods, while driving.
* Emphasize zero tolerance for the use of alcohol and impairing drugs of any kind. Even some over-the-counter 
   medications can adversely affect driving ability.
* Restrict ride-alongs: A teenager driving at night with passengers is four to five times more likely to crash than he 
   or she is when driving alone during the day.
* Ensure that teens drive on roads they know and under familiar conditions.

CHOOSE YOUR TEEN’S VEHICLE WISELY
• When selecting a  vehicle for your teenager: Avoid cars that encourage reckless driving • Look at cars that make state-of-the-art crash protection a priority.
• Opt for mid-sized or larger cars, which offer more crash protection than do small vehicles.

Keeping Teen Drivers SafeNEWS YOU
CAN USE

The Church of Spiritual Life, formerly of Salem, N.H., held a dedication ceremony last 
month at its new location — 126 Merrimack St., Methuen, behind Heav’nly Donuts. Many 
New England reverends attended, in addition to congregation members, their families and 
friends. The dedication was led by the Rev. Catherine Snell and Christine Dube, the church’s 
acting pastor. Church leaders are thrilled to be back in Methuen where the congregation 
began 50 years ago. Spiritualists believe in communicating with those on the spirit side of 
life, personal responsibility in complying with the Laws of Nature, and in the brotherhood 
of humanity. Sunday morning service is at 10:30 am and weekly development classes are 
Wednesday evenings at 7. All are welcome. For more info, visit www.nhspiritualist.com. 
Shown are (back, from left) Christine Dube, the Rev. Gloria Nye, Christine Nagle, Patricia 
Gosselin, the Rev. Kathleen Rottino, the Rev. Catherine Snell, April Sheerin, the Rev. Janet 
Travis, Lic. Minister Louisa Roof; (front) the Rev. Kenneth Wingood and Edna Mitchell. 
Courtesy photo

Church of 
Spiritual Life relocates Applebee’s restaurant, across from the Haffner's gas station on Pleasant Valley Street, 

last month closed its doors for good. "I called and spoke to the manager and said we 
were sorry to see him leave. He was pretty tight-lipped and said it was a business 
decision," said Matt Kraunelis of the mayor's office. As of MethuenLife press time, 
unconfirmed rumors were that British Beer Works was interested in that location.

LEAVIN’ THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Where community comes first
• All Methuen, cover to cover

• Good news dominates our pages 
• Affordable ad rates for businesses of all sizes

• Independently and locally owned and operated

We are YOUR hometown paper!
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As a much-anticipated Boston Celtics 
season approaches, expectation fills the au-
tumn air. Will Shaquille O’Neal provide the 
rebounding and inside scoring that the team 
sorely needs? Can the Big Three dig deep 
for one more title run? Will Rajon Rondo 
continue to develop into one of the league’s 
best point guards?

These questions and more make for 
an exciting preseason, and no one is more 
excited than Methuen’s Pat DeCola, a 2005 
graduate of Central Catholic High School. 
DeCola, 23, is making a name for himself as 

an up-and-
c o m i n g 
sportswriter, 
but he took 
a circuitous 
route to the 
profession.

“For the 
first 20 years 
of my life, 
I wanted to 
play for the 
Red Sox,” 
says DeCola, 
who played 
and coached 
baseball lo-
cally. “I 

went to St. Joseph’s College of Maine on a 
baseball scholarship, but hurt my back and 
had to have spinal fusion.”

The injury closed one door for De-
Cola, but opened another. He relates, “I 
had to pick a major my sophomore year 
and decided that if I couldn’t play sports, 
I would do the next best thing. I majored 
in communications with a concentration in 
journalism.”

DeCola became the sports editor for 
the St. Joseph’s College newspaper. While 
at school, he had a chance encounter with 
Comcast SportsNet New England (CSNNE) 

Joe Deschamps
Plumbing & Heating

No Job Too Small

Mass. Master #15676
Fully Insured

Tel: 978-687-7667
Cell: 978-423-1743

Email: Plumb33@aol.com
Methuen, MA

•BOILERS  •REMODELING 
•WATER HEATERS

This past summer, I ran into Methuen 
Ranger boys cross-country coach Bill James 
and talked to him about high expectations 
for his team in the upcoming season.

Clearly, they were up to the task. The 
Rangers ended their dual meet season with 
an impressive victory over undefeated Low-
ell to clinch their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship. 

Senior Jared Reddy shattered the course 
record and Tyler Sullivan, also a senior, 
broke his wrist just before competition, but 
ran his best race of the year. The team also 
won their second straight MVC meet and 
finished second at the Division 1 Eastern 
MA state meet.

This year, Methuen set a school record 
with 25 consecutive dual meet wins. In 
addition, Methuen took second place in 
the prestigious Manhattan Invitational with 
Reddy winning his race.

The milestones and accolades do not 
stop there. Methuen has won 33 of 34 meets 
dating back to 2006. Their last loss was 
in September 2007. They have had five 
undefeated seasons in the last eight years, 
winning five MVC regular season titles and 
seven MVC Meet titles. 

This year's team has been led by senior 
captains Reddy, Sullivan, Ben Pare, Andrew 
Stamatopulos and Corey Hamel with key 
contributions from Adam Hanley, Mark 
Collier, Jose Ortiz, Joe Ripley, Greg Tes-
sitore, Mike Miranda, Cameron Kelley and 
Ryan Kowal. 

Reddy was named Division 1 Runner of 
the Year while Sullivan, Pare, Stamatopulos 
and Kelley were named MVC All-Confer-
ence. Hamel was chosen an MVC Division 
1 All-Star.

Says James, "Traditionally, our program 
has quietly been one of the top teams in the 
state, and has had an incredible run through 
the MVC since 2002. One thing that we 
have been proud of is the turnover of dif-
ferent and talented runners that has kept our 
program strong in recent years."

James believes that committed students 
make driven athletes: "We've been fortunate 
to get some of the top students and people 
to run for us. We tend to have dedicated and 
motivated student-athletes that want to do 

well in everything that they do. This year's 
group has been together since freshman year 
and love to run." 

"The best moment for me this year was 
the MVC Meet where we displayed true 
talent and determination," explains Reddy. 
"We showed that we were strong enough 
to overcome obstacles. It showed that all 
of the hard work we had invested over the 
years was paying off, and it was an amazing 
feeling.”

Sullivan agrees, "It was one of my best 
races and was a great victory for the team."

Adds Stamatopulos, "Our team was los-
ing at the 2-mile mark, and we all stepped 
up in the last mile to win the meet."

The Rangers are as much about fun times 
as they are about fast times. Says Hamel, 
"We all get along, and enjoy attending 
practices and meets. When the coaches 
first told us that we had a chance to win the 
state championship, we all vowed to stick 
together. This team has been through good 
times and bad times. This keeps us together 
always striving to get better."

James credits assistant coaches Scott 
Ouellet and Kevin 
Alliette.

"They play a huge 
role in the tradition and 
success of our team. 
Coach Ouellet is the 
boys distance coach, so 
he works with our run-
ners all three seasons. 
Coach Alliette coaches 
girls distance, and is 
always around our run-
ners. They both love 

running and put a lot of time and effort into 
helping our motivated runners improve."

The work of these mentors is not lost on 
the runners.

"Great coaching, consistency and com-
mitment helps make us one of the best 
teams in the state," says Pare. "The coaching 
staff does not play favorites, and gives all 
the runners on the team the same amount of 
attention."

The Rangers have posted 12-straight wins 
versus rival Central Catholic and have seven 
wins in eight tries against MVC power 
Lowell. Overall, the squad is 71-6 since 
2002. James has led the squad to six top-
three finishes in Eastern MA Division 1and 
six top-10 finishes in all-state competition.

Beyond the stats, James and his staff 
have given these young men lessons that 
will last a lifetime.

Says Reddy, "This is a group of guys 
who have come together over the past few 
years, and developed lifelong friendships 
held together and driven by shared goals. 
We have shared the toughest losses and the 
biggest wins, enduring the pain together 
through it all."

PMA Power
Just a short jog from Bill James' Ranger 

squad, another Methuen cross-country team 
reached a school milestone. The Presenta-
tion of Mary Academy team coached by 
Brian Martin captured the school's first 
Commonwealth Athletic Conference (CAC) 
title in 12 years. 
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SPORTS BLITZ
By John Molori
MethuenLife Writer

Our cross-town & cross-country champs

The Methuen Ranger boys cross-country team clinched their second consecutive unde-
feated MVC championship and finished second at the Division 1 Eastern MA state meet. 
Shown are the team’s top runners (from left) Andrew Stamatopulos, Ben Pare, Cam Kel-
ley, Tyler Sullivan, Corey Hamel and Jared Reddy.

This year, Methuen set a 
school record with 25 con-
secutive dual meet wins. 
Methuen has won 33 of 34 
meets dating back to 2006. 
They have had five unde-
feated seasons in the last 
eight years, winning five 
MVC regular season titles 
and seven MVC Meet titles.

The Rangers haven’t lost a meet since September 2007.

Methuen Karate
Association

70 Bonanno Ct. Methuen, MA
Tel (978) 683-4287

www.methuenkarate.com

Tiny Tots Ages 3 + 4 • Saturdays
10:00 am - 10:30 am

We offer affordable tuition, expert instruction and
convenient class times for the entire family.

Space is limited, call today!

We’re on a mission to teach children 
respect, concentration and self-con-
trol; to build their confidence and 
self-esteem.  Our school provides 
a safe and fun environment where 
education, anger management, fit-
ness and developing a positive men-
tal outlook are the priorities.  Give a 
child a gift that will make a difference 
this holiday season. Give the gift 
of martial arts instruction.  Holiday 
Gift Certificates and special Holiday 
Classes that fit into a busy parent’s 
schedule are now available.  Call 
today for information on our introduc-
tory Program.  Ask about our special 
Holiday Gift Packages.

Kick Boxing Classes Wednesdays 8-9 pm

MEMBER: National Association
of Professional Martial Srtists Please see SPORTS, Page 25

“Christmastime”
A time to share fond memories with loved 

ones.
A time to look back and reflect on Christ-

mases gone by. 
Cherishing the special times with family.
Perhaps, reaching out to call someone 

whom you have not heard from in a long 
time.

Looking into the eyes of a child and see-
ing the wonderment of what the holiday 

brings.
Christmastime, a time to reflect upon the 

past and a time to embrace the future.

Merry Christmas to all from all of us 
here at the Senior Activity Center.

Energy workshop
Are you prepared for the winter sea-

son? Have you winterized your home suf-
ficiently enough to experience some cost 
savings this year?

Learn ways to cut down on your fuel 
bill by discussing some problem areas 
with an energy consultant on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 at 11 am. 

Trivia question: Did you know that 
newly installed energy-efficient windows 
and other products are eligible for govern-
ment tax credits?

Paul Soucy from Environmental Solar 
Systems in Methuen has been a leader in 
the energy field for 30 years specializing 
in solar heat. Come and learn ways to 
save.

Quit smoking!
Holy Family Hospital will sponsor an 

eight-week smoking cessation program at 
the center, 77 Lowell St., from Jan. 7 to 
Feb. 25. Participants will meet Thursdays, 
9:30 to 11:30 am. 

• Jan. 7: General welcome and over-
view of next seven weeks.

• Jan. 14: Movie on a person with 
emphysema.

• Jan. 21: Discussion on the effects of 
carbon monoxide.

• Jan. 28: Quit Day.
• Monday, Feb. 1: Extra Support Day 
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Making energy, money & 
your health top priorities

THE LAW OFFICES OF
BROADHURST TABIT, LLP

Se habla Espanol
978-327-5128

Atty. Arthur Broadhurst Atty. Salim Tabit

Anything you say can and will be used against 
you in a court of law.

If you have been arrested, speak to us first.

Don’t Hesitate.  Your Future is at Stake.

Broadhurst Tabit has the experience you need.

Our New Location is 45 Osgood Street, Methuen

By Sue Foster
MethuenLife Writer

meeting after quitting.
• Feb. 4: Stress management.
• Feb. 18: Importance of diet and 

exercise.
• Feb. 25: Graduation Day! 
The $30-per-person participation fee 

will be returned upon completion of the 
program. At that time, participants will 
have the opportunity to receive money 
back or donate it to Holy Family Hospital. 
To register, contact Dr. Finders at 1-800-
488-5959.

Stay safe
What is TRIAD? A collaboration 

between the Methuen Senior Cen-
ter, police, fire, Office of the 
Mayor, Essex County sher-
iff and District Attorney's 
Office.

Meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month at the Senior Cen-
ter, 77 Lowell St. 

TRIAD is a commu-
nity-safety initiative that 
focuses on empowering, 
educating and improving 
the safety, security and peace 
of mind to the senior population.

Upcoming projects that the Methuen 
TRIAD will be hosting:

• Photo ID Day: Giving seniors a sec-
ondary form of identification.

• Yellow Dot program: Emergency 
responders are alerted to medical informa-
tion inside your car’s glove box.

• File of Life: Magnet-type folder that 
goes on the refrigerator to alert medical 
responders to important medical informa-
tion.

Watch for further dates and details.
Reminder from TRIAD: Don’t forget 

about the "Is Your Number Up?" program. 
This is a house-numbering initiative that 
assists police, fire and EMTs in their effort 
to respond quickly to 911 emergency 
calls.

If you need numbers for your home, 
please stop by the Senior Center where we 
have them available for you.

Consider volunteering today for this 
wonderful program. Help us, help the 
community.

December events
• Day trip: Day 1, to Mohegan Sun and 
Cornerstone Theatre to see “Mistletoed.” 
Reservations required.
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing:
Dec. 5, 7:30 to 11 pm, featuring the music 
of New Life.
• Timberlane Band Free Holiday Con-

cert: Dec. 6, 2 pm. Public invited. Come 
and enjoy the sounds of the holiday. 
• Ice Cream Social: Dec. 7, 1 to 3 
pm, sponsored by state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell. Music provided by Dick Arse-
nault
• Fuel assistance: Dec. 9, 9 am to noon, 
Linda Soucy of Methuen Arlington Neigh-
borhood will be on hand to help fill out 
applications and give valuable informa-
tion.
• Annual Christmas Open House: Dec. 
10, 9 am. Happy Hearts Choral Group will 
perform Christmas music at 1 pm. Non-
perishable items to be donated to Lazarus 

House. Jewelry sale.
• Foot-care clinic: Dec. 

15, by appointment.
Consultations on elder 
law: Dec. 16, attor-
ney Karol Bisbee 
will hold 15-minute 
consultations free 
of charge. Appoint-
ment is necessary.
• Tea party: Dec. 
16, 1:30 to 3 pm, 
hosted by and at the 

Methuen Health Reha-
bilitation Center. 480 Jackson 

St. Methuen. For reservations and more 
information, contact, Linda T. at (978) 
686-3906.
• Birthdays of the month: Dec. 17, cel-
ebrated at our daily luncheon at 11:30 am. 
Sign up and be our guest!
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing:
Dec. 19, 7:30 to 11 pm featuring the music 
of the Mel-Tones.
Tuesday, December 22- 
• Fourth Tuesday: Dec. 22, 10:30 to 
11:30, sponsored by Merrimack Valley 
Hospice. Representatives will talk to any-
one who has suffered a loss and needs a 
shoulder to lean on. 
• Children from St. Monica's will per-
form Dec. 22, 2:15 pm at the senior center. 
Come and enjoy a fun time with us!
• Closed: Dec. 24 to Dec. 28 in obser-
vance of the Christmas holiday.
• New Year’s Eve celebration: Dec. 31. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, followed by 
complete dinner with wine at 7. Danc-
ing 8:30 pm to 12:30 am. Music by Fred 
Manzi Trio. Cost per person, $50. Public 
is invited.

Methuen Senior Center is located at 77 
Lowell Street. Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Staff includes 
Executive Director Corinne LaCharite, 
Linda, Lynne and Sue. For more informa-
tion on activities, trips or functions, call 
(978) 983-8825.

“I think Shaq is 
going to be the 
man, and Kend-
rick Perkins will 
have to fight for 
his job when he re-
turns from injury.” 
~ FoxSports.com 
writer Patrick 
DeCola’s Celtics 
prediction

• Multi Policy Credit (Home & Auto)
• Disappearing Deductible
• Good Student Credit
• Length Of Residence Credit
• Travel Club Credit
• Accident Forgiveness

Auto • Home • Business • Life
www.btoconnellinsurance.com

In N.H. 800-232-1045 • In Mass. 978-682-2896
B.T. O’CONNELL

INSURANCE AGENCY
Since
1910

252 Pleasant St.,
Methuen

(Methuen Executive Park)

Saving Money Just Got Easier

Celebrating 100 Years of Service Excellence

DeCola making mark in sports media

sportscaster Gary Tanguay. DeCola interned, 
wrote a sports blog and was the New Eng-
land Revolution beat writer at CSNNE.com 

for most of 2009.
It was another St. Joseph’s connection 

that sent DeCola on a new career challenge. 

While growing up, Methuen’s Pat DeCola had big dreams of playing for the Boston Red Sox. 
The 2005 Central grad didn’t get to the big leagues, but he has made a name for himself as 
the first writer to work exclusively for FoxSports.com web sites. He provides insight on not 
only Major League Baseball, but pro football and basketball as well. Courtesy photo

He explains, “Randy Freer, the president 
of Fox Sports Networks, is a St. Joe’s 
graduate. He was on the cover of the school 
magazine and I contacted him just to get 
some advice. Three months later, he called 
me and told me about a local web initiative 
at Fox. I moved to Houston in October of 
2009 and worked for FoxSports.com as an 
editorial assistant and sportswriter.”

DeCola penned Daily Dribbles, an NBA 
rumor mill column, and Quick Pitches, a 
similar column dealing with MLB tidbits. 
His work was eventually picked up by other 
regional FoxSports.com sites, making him 
the first writer to work exclusively for Fox-
Sports.com web sites.

DeCola returned to Methuen this past 
July, but continues to write MLB, NFL and 
NBA columns for FOXSportsSouthwest.
com. This season, he will begin writing 
about Larry Bird’s Indiana Pacers for FoxS-
portsIndiana.com and FSMidwest.com. 

Moreover, DeCola has not forgotten his 
Merrimack Valley roots and still pens local 
sports articles for Tewksbury.Patch.com, 
Chelmsford.Patch.com and the Union Lead-
er newspaper. With the increased popularity 
of sports blogs, on-demand news and inter-
active media, there has never been a better 
time to write about sports.

“I like blogs because you get immediate 
response from your readers,” says DeCola. 
“That is a good thing. I am not a respected 
journalist yet, but I feel that I have some 
credibility writing for FoxSports.com and 
other media outlets. When I tell people I 
have a blog, they say, ‘So do I.’ All these 
blogs are good because they allow more 
opinions to get out there, but it also brings 
down the quality.”

DeCola has covered numerous sports 
in his young career, but Celtics basketball 
holds a special place, so what does he think 

See SPORTS, Page 25
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                Outdoor Life

By Roger Aziz
MethuenLife Writer

In Rehabilitation
Partners

Enough toys! 
Buy kids fishing rods

WEWE BUYBUY CARS and TRUCKSCARS and TRUCKS
• We Can Make Your Payoff and Give You 

the Difference Immediately
• We Can Buy Out Your Current Lease
• Quick and Easy
• Top Dollar Paid for Clean 

Pre-Owned Vehicles!
Route 28

500 South Broadway
Salem, New Hampshire

603-893-6060

I’m not dreaming of a white Christ-
mas. Unlike Bing Crosby, who entertained 
many of my generation with some great 
holiday songs, I don’t want snow. 

Some of our younger readers might 
ask, “Who was Bing Crosby?” Well, he 
was a singer, or crooner as we used to call 
him, who entertained us with some beauti-
ful music. He didn’t have to paint his face, 
set off fireworks on a stage or scream 
obscenities into an amplifier. He simply 
sang wonderfully warm music.

This is not intended to find fault with 
young folks. Indeed, it is quite the con-
trary. It always warms my heart when I 
see youngsters perusing the aisles of a 
sporting store’s fishing section. It warms it 
even more when they are accompanied by 
a parent. Children, after all, are the future 
of this universe we live in.

With so much to entertain young folks 
nowadays including TV, personal comput-
ers, video games and a host of organized 
sports events, it is no wonder that a large 
number of young people are being lured 
away from the water’s edge. And what of a 
trek in the woods looking for game? Forget 
it! That is sooo much like work. Where’s 
McDonald’s when you need it?

However, each year in early December 
I do see many children with their moth-
ers or fathers in the fishing sections of 
stores looking at fishing tackle. Trouble 
is, Christmas shopping time is no time for 
buying fishing tackle. The peak time for 
choosing tackle is in the spring.

Here is a suggestion, and it may sound 
off the wall. Unless you are buying a small 
child one of those Disney-type rod-and-
reel kits that fall apart in about two fishing 
trips, do your Christmas shopping way 
ahead of time while there is still a wide 

selection of quality tackle at hand. If you 
choose not to buy at that time, you ought to 
go to one of several large fishing and hunt-
ing specialty stores that are now within a 
75-mile radius of Methuen. These stores 
are fully stocked with tackle year-round as 
opposed to the large, chain box stores that 
are too seasonally oriented.

Tackle for youngsters, and for adults as 
well, does not need to be wallet-emptying. 
Many rods and reels are made in the same 
Asian lands that are eating up our economy 
and our jobs. Whether a rod or reel is sell-
ing for $30 or $300, chances are, they were 
made in the same factory by a young girl 
somewhere in the Orient. Don’t be fooled 
into thinking money is everything when it 
comes to fishing tackle. 

If you are more interested in buying 
the youngsters good, dependable tackle 
instead of expensive labeled gear, you 
need not go broke buying Christmas gifts. 
You can also buy gift items that accom-
pany a rod and reel: fresh line, creels, 
stringers, boots, waders, tackle bags, lures, 
etc. There’s a host of items that can make 
Christmas morning a joy.

How about fishing books? They are 
always a popular item and, except for 
very few, are everlasting, sort of. This is 
because some aspect of the sport is always 
changing.

What never changes, however, is a 
child’s love of the sport of fishing once 
they are introduced to it properly, and 
that includes dependable fishing tackle. I 

repeat: Such tackle is not very expensive 
nowadays. I fish a great deal and no longer 
do I feel that expensive freshwater rods and 
reels are necessary. I catch a great many 
good fish on “run-of-the-mill” tackle.  

The best thing about bringing kids 
fishing come open water, when they can 
use their new gifts, is that they finally get 
a taste of fresh air — something not pro-
vided for in front of a computer monitor 
looking at Facebook. I have yet to see any 
child that is not thrilled by catching his or 
her first fish.  

This winter, think about taking your 
children astream. Buy them something 
for fishing that may pique their interest 
throughout winter so that come spring they 
will want to go out and fish. Take them out 
early. For very young tykes, May is a great 
time for bluegills. For older youngsters, 
an outing to a trout pond is a good idea. 
Many local clubs hold children’s fishing 
derbies in small ponds stocked with trout 
for the kids. The Andover Sportsmen’s 
Club holds such a derby every May in the 
Harold Parker State Forest at Berry Pond 
in North Andover.

Have a happy holiday!

Outdoors writer Roger Aziz lives in 
Methuen. He can be reached at Outdor7@
aol.com.

Plan to get the kids outdoors next spring by giving them fishing gear this holiday sea-
son. Here, Kevin and his daughter Autumn, 10, discuss fishing tackle at the at Bass Pro 
Shop Outdoor World in Foxboro.  Photo by Roger Aziz.

MethuenLife
advertising

works!
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there trying to get to the next level. We're 
a very safe place to talk to, to contact, to 
confide in. People can come to us and we 
go to them."

In his chapters, Dewhirst shares stories 
of families he's encountered over the years 
and how they were impacted by the lack of 
proper planning. He writes, too, about his 
own loss, including the death of his grand-
father, who was a mentor to him.

"I've been on the other side of the 
desk," said Dewhirst. "So I write the book 
not only from the funeral professional 
aspect but I also write it with several sto-
ries of my own epiphanies based on being 
the one who's experienced the loss."

Dewhirst has done public speaking 
and volunteer work in the community. He 
discovered that many people had ques-
tions about common subjects. They were 
curious about the embalming process, cre-
mation, how to purchase caskets, types of 
service options, and other topics.

Dewhirst, who has done some teaching 
and writes a newspaper column, decided 
to pen an informative book that would be 
helpful to readers.

"I'm a big proponent of taking funeral 
care out of the funeral homes and into the 
community where people aren't intimidat-
ed by it," said Dewhirst. "As beautiful as 
our funeral homes are, people don't want 
to be here and I recognize that. So, I like to 
take the message to the people rather than 
ask the people to come here. I'd rather be 
on their turf than on mine where they're 
not really comfortable."

In one chapter, Dewhirst touches on 
four important areas of funeral planning: 
organizing the necessary information to 
complete a death certificate and other legal 

paperwork, planning the funeral ceremo-
ny, customizing the service and obituaries, 
and expenses.

A well-crafted obituary, Dewhirst 
writes later in the book, is a mini-biog-
raphy. It lets you create your own "final 
writes," the process will move you to "get 
busy with living."

"Get out the pen and paper or laptop 
and start to chronicle your own life now," 
he writes. "Let your family know where it 
is filed. Be in charge of your own legacy."

Dewhirst also clears up some miscon-
ceptions about death care, and some of 
what he writes may surprise readers. For 
instance, he shares that people can rent a 
casket for a wake even when the body is 
to be cremated.

"A lot of people don't realize that we 
do a lot of the planning either outside the 
funeral home, in a person's home where 
they're much more comfortable or along 
with a trusted advisor - a CPA or a clergy 
(member) or a lawyer. Someone who is 
advising the family," he said. "We'll work 
with them to create a conceptual plan that 
includes all the directives, not just funeral 
planning."

Currently, Dewhirst's book, which was 
self-published and sells for $14.95, is 
available at his funeral homes and he is 
looking to have it available from online 
book sellers. The book is a good resource, 
he said, for anyone who wants to know 
more about all aspects of death care.

"I try to take the mystery away from 
it," he said. "I try to take the fear away, the 
trepidation. I'm really trying to get people 
to be a little more comfortable with an 
uncomfortable subject."

By Darrell Halen
MethuenLife Writer

When Rick Dewhirst started working 
in the funeral business 35 years ago, only 
about 5 percent of deaths were handled by 
cremation. Now, more than half of his cli-
ents are choosing cremation over burial.

And that's not the only changes he's 
witnessed.

Faith communities have changed dra-
matically over the years in how they 
impact services. And funeral care has 
evolved to be more than just immediate 
care.

"There wasn't any advance planning," 
Dewhirst recalled. "Nobody talked about 
it beforehand and nobody really dealt with 
the recovery. You were told to get on with 
your life. Funeral care for us was just very 
myopic, very one-sided. It was only about 
immediate care from the time of death to 

the time of the burial."
Dewhirst was born into a funeral home 

family — his father and grandfather were 
both funeral directors — and he followed 
them into the business in 1974.

"A lot of people are used to the funeral 
their grandparents had," Dewhirst said. 
"But that's not necessarily what the funeral 
of today or tomorrow is going to look 
like."

Dewhirst earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in mathematics and statistical 
analysis from Fitchburg State College. He 
then earned an associate's degree in funer-
al service from New England Institute of 
Applied Arts and Sciences. 

He holds the highest certifications in 
the industry, Certified Funeral Service 
Practitioner and Certified Preplanning 

Funeral business becomes

more varied, personal

   The following are selected excerpts from Richard Dewhirst's new book, “The Death 
Care Journey.”

The importance of planning:
Planning done before a death occurs is generally a smoother way to go. It's safe to say 
that discussion beforehand, while it at first may seem upsetting, will actually be of tre-
mendous benefit in the long run. Moreover, as upsetting as the prospect of this talk may 
be, there are ways of softening the initial discussion — if the family is on the same page. 
It is vitally important that everyone in the family be on the same page when it comes to 
advance funeral planning. The family needs to be involved in the process for it to work 
and to make it easier for those left behind.

Selecting the right funeral advisor:
The reality is that if you don't personally know who will be helping you when you need 
funeral-care guidance, you may end up with someone who, although he or she may be 
licensed to provide services, may not be the person you will be most comfortable with. 
This is why it is critically important that you establish some sort of relationship with 
a funeral-care professional before you are thrown into a situation that can be made so 
much worse if you're working with someone you're not happy with, or not completely 
able to trust or have confidence in.

Customizing the service:
I've seen incredible things done when a little advanced planning is put into place. We 

excerpts

Please see Funeral, Page 40

Please see EXCERPTS, Page 40

The Sweet Beginnings fitness program 

for moms and babies is an enjoyable, 

healthy course specially-designed for 

babies 3 months and up to 

encourage them to move, crawl 

and explore their world.  

Moms get a chance to stay fit, meet 

others, share ideas, feel a sense of 

community and spend quality time with 

their baby in a safe, healthy and fun 

environment -- our 10,000 SF facility in 

Methuen, minutes from Route 93!  

Classes are reasonably priced at just 

$80 for eight weeks, and fill up quickly.

Please call for a 
Free Trial Class!

Sports, continued from page 24

Don’t stick to just tulips and daffodils.
If you enjoy seeing flowers poking out 

of the snow, plant snowdrops (galanthus). 
To get a low carpet of blue across your 
lawn or under trees, plant scilla (squill), 
which you will probably have to order from 
a catalog.

But daffodils (narcissus is their Latin 
name) and tulips are the most popular be-
cause they are care-free and give us a burst 
of color when we need it most – after a long 
winter.

Daffodils particularly give good value 
for your investment. They truly are peren-
nial and can be divided every five years to 
produce more. Another plus with daffodils: 
The deer and mice don’t like their taste.

Tulips, on the other hand, are fussy and 
may bloom only once or twice, although 
some in my yard have bloomed for years.

Did you ever wonder how the tulips in 
the Boston Public Garden look so uniform 
and magnificent year after year? The sor-
did truth is the staff digs up the old after 
they bloom and plants new ones every fall. 
They may give the spent bulbs to the less 
fortunate to plant in their own yards where 
it won’t matter to visitors if they aren’t 
perfect. 

Tulips do not have natural protection 
from critters as do narcissus. Deer, mice, 
rabbits and God-knows-what-else love them 
and sometimes eat them before they have a 
chance to bloom. The Internet is full of 
tricks to outwit the critters, such as planting 
bulbs in wire baskets, but it does take some 
effort. Despite all the problems, I plant 
tulips every fall and enjoy them for as long 
as they last. There is no flower that attracts 
compliments from neighbors as do colorful, 
long-blooming tulips. You can trick people 
into thinking you are a clever gardener 
when you fill your front yard with tulips.

Daffodils and tulips have been enjoyed 
in Europe since the 16th century.

Today, when we think of tulips, we think 
Holland. In truth, both the flower and its 
name originated in the Persian empire. The 
tulip is indigenous to Turkey, Iran, Afghani-
stan and other parts of Central Asia. 

According to Webanswers.com, it is the 
Turks who made the tulip known in Europe. 

The most widely accepted story is that of 
Oghier Ghislain de Busbecq, ambassador 
from Ferdinand I to Suleyman the Magnifi-
cent of the Ottoman Empire, brought them 
to Europe in 1554.

Narcissus originated in Europe, North 
Africa and Asia.

Although bulbs are relatively easy to 
plant, there are a few rules to follow to as-
sure success. More information about bulbs 
and how to grow them is abundant on the 
Web.

Tips for planting spring bulbs
• Always plant tulips in a well-drained 

and airy soil. Wet soil promotes fungus and 
disease and can even rot bulbs, especially 
tulip bulbs. Wet soil can also cause bulbs 
to drown which is actually due to suffoca-
tion. Suffocation can also be caused by tight 
soils that don't hold much oxygen. Adding 
compost and coarse sand to a soil will make 
it more airy. 

• Fertilize and water bulbs when plant-
ing, but too much water is not good. One 
inch a week should ensure the start of a 
strong root system. 

• The general rule for planting is to 
plant bulbs as deep as three times their 
height. For tulips, that’s about 6 to 8 inches 
deep, measuring from the base of the bulb. 
If you add mulch after planting, include this 
as part of your overall planting depth. 

• After the tulips have passed their 
peak, cut off the old blooms and let the 
plants die down normally. This will replace 
some of the nourishment the bulb needs to 
bloom again. Cover the messy look of dying 
leaves by planting annuals near them. 

• Fertilize your old bulbs in the fall 
with special bulb fertilizer to get them to 
bloom again. 

Chris Young is a free-lance writer who loves 
gardening. You can write to her at Chris-
words@verizon.net.

about those aforementioned expectations 
for the C’s? 

“I think right now, they are actually an 
underrated team,” he explains. “Their ex-
perience cannot be overlooked. It will be 
a feeling-out process for Shaquille O’Neal 
and Jermaine O’Neal at the beginning. I 
think Shaq is going to be the man, and Ken-
drick Perkins will have to fight for his job 
when he returns from injury.”

Undoubtedly, the biggest off-season 
NBA story was the union of superstars 
Dwyane Wade, LeBron James and Chris 
Bosh with the Miami Heat. DeCola has 
some pointed opinions on this much-bal-
lyhooed alliance.

He states, “They have a lot to prove. I 
don’t see them as even a top-3 team in the 
East this year. I just don’t think they will 
mesh well the first year. Maybe in two years 
they will be a threat. LeBron went about 
it the wrong way. It’s one thing to leave 
your hometown, but it’s another to drag the 
whole city through that long process. His 

advisers should have shown him a better 
way. There is a right and wrong way to do 
that. His popularity has gone down tremen-
dously.”

As sportswriting continues to become 
more intimate, and the world gets smaller 
through online communication and social 
networks, DeCola hopes to continue his rise 
in this dynamic world of sports media.

“I definitely want to keep moving for-
ward in the business,” he relates. “I might 
even want to expand into sports broadcast-
ing. I’ve been lucky to get into this busi-
ness now. Before the Internet, you had to 
interview with editors face-to-face. You had 
to look more established and older. In the 
business today, people can check out my 
work online and I can be judged solely on 
my writing style. This is extremely helpful 
to me in my career.”

Syndicated columnist John Molori writes 
for numerous publications and websites. E-
mail John at MoloriMedia@aol.com.

Garden, continued from page 20

The Dennis Bista-
ny Memorial Golf 
Tournament, held 
Aug. 30 at Merri-
mack Golf Course, 
raised $18,000 
while honoring 
the memory of a 
beloved Methuen 
teacher and 
mentor. Bistany 
drowned in 2009 
while boating in 
Bristol, N.H. There 
were 105 golfers 
who took part 
in the tourney, 
joined by an addi-
tional 30 guests at 
dinner. Proceeds 
from the event 
benefited the 
Dennis Bistany 
Scholarship Fund. 
Shown are the 
tournament’s first-place winners: Kevin McGovern, Bryan Duplissie, Pat Spellman and Mark 
Fitzgerald. Also noteworthy is John Stikeman’s hole-in-one on Hole 6. Courtesy photo

DENNIS BISTANY GOLF TOURNEY
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Why vote for the status Quo?
Methuen’s incumbent State Rep 

is not the right choice

•   The Massachusetts economy is in shambles and the current 
     administrations’ taxes and spending are out of control.

•    The last three Speakers’ of the House were indicted for 
     wrongdoing.

•    The incumbent has voted in step with the Speaker of the 
     House over 90% of the time.

•    A vote for the incumbent is a vote for the Beacon Hill gang. 

•    A vote for my opponent is a vote to continue to grow  
     government beyond our means, and tax the citizens 
     to pay for it.

Make a difference this Nov 2nd 
Elect Al DiNuccio for State Representative

•     A vote for Al is a vote for effective leadership and 
      accountability.

•     A vote for Al is a vote to send a message to Beacon Hill 
      that the status quo is no longer acceptable.

•     A vote for Al is a vote to bring a balance of power and 
      perspective to Beacon Hill.

•     A vote for Al is a vote for a candidate whose priority is 
      job creation and lower taxes 

•     A vote for Al is a vote for positive change for the future 
      of our children and grandchildren.

Al DiNuccio is the Republican candidate who will fight to turn our state in the right direction.
Please join in our effort to make a difference this election.  We ask for your support and your 

vote on November 2nd.  Thank You 

Al DiNuccio is the only 15th Essex State Representative candidate
 endorsed by the Citizens for Limited Taxation Prop 2 ½ PAC

Please call us @ 978-360-1298 or email us @ Al@dinuccio.com 
to volunteer or donate to our cause • www.dinuccio.com
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rimack Valley Magazine.

“Commited
to Quality

& Dependable
Service”

ARMEN G. DERDERIAN
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Planning
& Preparation
Business & Individual

•Computerized Accounting
•Business Loan Proposals
•Financial Statements
•Small Business Consulting

Tel:978-794-9200 • Fax:978-682-2939 18 Haymeadow Rd

email: armencpa@comcast.net P.O.Box 1049
Methuen, MA 01844

"Committed
to Quality

& Dependable
Service"

Val Davila
Account Executive
Auto - Business

Homeowners Insurance

With Over 9 Insurance 
Carriers to Meet all 

Your Insurance Needs

978-986-4717
www.HarringtonSaves.com

vdavila@harringtonsaves.com

-Hablo Espanol-
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                Outdoor Life

By Roger Aziz
MethuenLife Writer

Enough toys! 
Buy kids fishing rods
Fun under the pines

Going back to camping in August was 
a very busy experience. Once our camper 
was delivered, set on blocks and leveled, 
my wife and I began those chores that are 
an essential part of camp life.

Fortunately for my wife and I, some of 
our friends from 12 years ago were still 
in the campground. Being as it is that we 
are the oldest of the group, they pitched in 
heartily and set up our awning and add-a-
room.

The add-a-room was a pleasant surprise 
to us. It was never once mentioned during 
the sales pitch for the camper. I was already 
calculating the cost of a screen room for 
the future. These were simple screen-only 
affairs. When the trailer was delivered, we 
discovered that we had a full add-a-room 
under the bed. This is an excellent addition 
because it not only has screening but it also 
has privacy walls that drop down. And the 
quality of the room is even better than the 
add-a-room we had over a decade past. And 
that one cost us $1,200. 

For the first two weeks it seemed that 
all we did was work on the site, spend 
money on necessities, and worry. The worry 
concerned a troublesome refrigerator. The 
refrigerator had to be run on gas because 
when run on electricity an annoying alarm 
sounded every two seconds. The noise was 
not a problem for me once I removed my 
hearing aids, but it drove Shirley mad.

Added to this fault was the fact that it 
frosted everything up inside, yet failed to 
keep the food safely cold. This problem, ac-
cording to the dealer’s repairman, was due 
to a faulty “mother board,” the brains of the 
unit that tells it when to switch from electric 
to gas when in automatic mode. However, it 
didn’t actually do this when in auto mode. 
It had to be set manually to gas in order to 
stop the alarm.

The board in question was no longer re-
placeable. To add to this woe, the substitute 

boards were also obsolete. Too often, old 
campers encounter these shortages of parts. 
A replacement refrigerator would have cost 
an estimated $1,200 to $1,300.

After an amicable discussion with Camp-
ers Inn of Kingston, N.H., they asked if we 
would accept an apartment-size Whirlpool 
in black to match our other appliances in the 
kitchen area. Because we have no intention 
of ever moving the camper, we agreed. It 
was a favorable solution.

Since we had previous good service 
from Campers Inn, it was out first choice 
for shopping for another camping trailer for 
this renewal of camp life. We have had great 
times since returning to Adventure Camp 
ground thanks to good friends and favorable 
weather.

Fishing at Duncan Lake in August is not 
the best. This was especially so this year 
because the excess trout that are usually 
stocked in late June were stocked in Loon 
Lake instead. I know this because after I 
loaded my kayak into my truck after I ex-
ited Round Pond in June, I saw the hatchery 
truck at Loon Lake right across the road. 
When I asked the hatchery worker why 
he was stocking lightly fished Loon Lake, 
which is in Freedom and not as busy as 
Duncan Lake that is right off Route 16 in 
Ossipee, he said he usually puts trout there 
but he was told this year to stock Loon 
Lake. Loon is a fine lake, but too lightly 
fished to warrant such attention. The pic-
ture of this stocking appeared in the August 
issue of MethuenLife.

At present, Duncan Lake is about to 
close to fishing for the season. Oct. 15 is 
the end of trout fishing in designated trout 
ponds in New Hampshire. The cormorants 
are plentiful there this year and they have 
eaten too many trout through the slower 
months of August and September. Because 
fishing had been so spotty, there have been 
fewer fishermen on the lake most of the 

Shirley Aziz stands in front of the new used camper she and husband Roger own near Dun-
can Lake in New Hampshire. She has been busy decorating the rocks at the small site. And 
to help her out, Roger goes fishing. Photo by Roger Aziz

summer. I won’t complain about it though; 
fishermen don’t need company, only golf-
ers do.

It will soon be time to close up for win-
ter and that is usually a chore not welcomed 
here. Once the screen house is removed 
and the awning is placed back against the 
camper, the scene seems very bare. And 
indeed it is. The last and final step to clos-
ing, after the pipes are drained and treated, 

is placing the tarp over the roof and sides. 
Such a shroud certainly spells the end of 
camping for the year. Until that time, we 
will enjoy pleasant times with good friends 
around a campfire and memories enough to 
last through winter.

Outdoors writer Roger Aziz lives in Methuen. 
He can be reached at Outdor7@aol.com.  

In the mood for some GOOD NEWS?
Then MethuenLife is the place to be!
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E X T E R M I N A T O R S
978-794-4321

“We
Make
Ants
Say

UNCLE”
Quality Reliable Service Since 1977

Southern NH & Mass • Reasonable Rates • Prices Quoted 
over Phone • VA/FHA Termite Inspections and Reports

Introducing our newest 
employee, Rascal, is one 
of 12 Certified dogs in 
New England specially 
trained to sniff out bed 
bugs. Also, he is now 1 
of 68 Certified dogs in 
the Country, RASCAL is 
at your service.

Rascal is a rescue dog who was trained at J & K Canine Academy in 
Gainesville Florida. He is NESDCA (National Entomology Scent Detec-
tion Canine Association) Certified, which is the only national certification 
for bedbug scent detection dogs.  He was trained to be able to detect live 
bedbugs and viable eggs, he can smell up to as little as one of each and 
a place does not need to be infested for him to alert on an area. Bedbugs 
will move onto bags, luggage, and even humans and stay for the ride until 
they arrive at their new location. For more information call Pest End.

Rascal is a rescue dog who was trained at J & K Canine Academy in 
Gainesville Florida. He is NESDCA (National Entomology Scent Detec
tion Canine Association) Certified, which is the only national certification 
for bedbug scent detection dogs.  He was trained to be able to detect live 
bedbugs and viable eggs, he can smell up to as little as one of each and 
a place does not need to be infested for him to alert on an area. Bedbugs 
will move onto bags, luggage, and even humans and stay for the ride until 
they arrive at their new location. For more information call Pest End.

Young People’s Theatre
stages ‘HMS Pinafore’
to celebrate 25th year

The Methuen Young People’s Theatre came full circle by performing the Gilbert and Sullivan 
operetta “H.M.S. Pinafore” — the same show staged by the group during its first year together 
a quarter-century ago.

Back in 1985, a cast of 13 youngsters hit the stage. This summer, at the Methuen Memorial 
Music Hall, 60 cast members put on the phenomenal comic opera, set aboard the British ship 
H.M.S. Pinafore and focusing on love between members of different social classes.

The Methuen Young People’s Theatre was founded by the late Ellen Stahle, then a trustee of 
the Methuen Memorial Music Hall, and her daughter, Ellen Meuse. Mrs. Stahle’s sister, Hilda 
Wagner, was another founding member who remains active with MYPT. Founding director was 
the late Margot Warner.

“The show was to be an opportunity for any youngster, with or without prior training, to 
experience the joy of being part of a musical performance,” according to the Music Hall’s 

web site. “Gilbert & Sul-
livan shows have wonder-
ful language, complicated 
plots and enjoyable com-
edy, coupled with music 
that offers huge variety 
and challenges. What 
could be better for a young 
person’s experience?”

Included in this Dick Dead-
eye scene are (from left) 
Alex Sasso, John Vellante 
and Shawn Onessimo. Pho-
tos by Tina McFadyen

Members of the Girls 
Chorus salute.

Shown (front, from left) 
are Kelsey Paine, Paul 
Delabruere, Dan Morton, 
Alicia Rose Benvenuti, 
Chantel Choiniere and 
Owen White.
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Mann Orchards
Fall Favorites Are Here!

Farm To Table
Country Lunches

www.MannOrchards.com
27 Pleasant Valley St. Methuen

978.683.0361

Providing Local Produce, Famous Pies and a Rustic Friendly 

Our Own Apples!!!

Fancy Gourds

Don’t miss favorites like Honeycrisp
Paula Reds, Cortlands, & McIntosh

Served Mon - Fri
11am-2pm

Open 7 Days
A Week

Mon - Sat 8-6
Sundays 8-5

Atmosphere since 1877
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LIHEAP

GREATER LAWRENCE COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL, INC.
FY’ 2011 LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The Greater Lawrence Community Action Council, Inc., 2010-2011 Fuel Assistance Program has begun registering appointments to take 
Applications for FIRST TIME APPLICANTS*.  (Prior year applicants have been mailed an application again this season.)

CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY: 
· Residency:   Participants must reside in Lawrence, Methuen, Andover, North Andover, Reading or North Reading. 
· Low Income:   Participants must prove they meet Federal and State Income guidelines by providing income and documentation 
showing gross 
household revenue for all household members 18 years and older for a minimum of 4 weeks (one month) prior to their application 
date.

Persons whose heat is included in their rent (including those individuals who reside in Federal Section 236, Section 211 (D) (3) and 
Section 202 developments and in state Section 13A rental housing) may be eligible for assistance. 

APPOINTMENTS MAY BE MADE BY CALLING THE FUEL ASSISTANCE OFFICE AT (978) 681-4950.  
Staff members will provide all necessary information.  

OUTREACH IS AVAILABLE FOR ‘FIRST TIME’ HANDICAPPED AND ELDERLY APPLICANTS WHO ARE TOTALLY 
HOMEBOUND:  PLEASE CALL (978) 681-4950. 

Our office is located at 305 Essex Street (2nd Floor), Lawrence, MA 01840

PRIOR YEAR APPLICANTS:  PLEASE RETURN YOUR APPLICATIONS BACK TO US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
FUNDING IS LIMITED AND CANNOT BE GUARANTEED AFTER APRIL 1, 2011. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FY’ 2011 PROGRAMA DE ASISTENCIA PARA LA ENERGIA PARA HOGARES DE BAJO INGRESO

El Programa de Asistencia para la Calefaccion del Concilio de Accion de la Cornunidad de Lawrence (GLCAC, Inc.) a cornenzado a hacer citas 
para 2010 para el ano 2011.  “PERSONAS QUE SOLICITAN POR PRIMERA VEZ.”  (A los solicitantes del año anterior la solicitud les fue 
enviada por correo.)

CRITERIOS PARA ELEGIBILIDAD: 
· Residencia:   El solicitante debe residir en Lawrence, Methuen, Andover, North Andover, Reading o North Reading. 
· Bajos Ingresos: El solicitante debe estar dentro de los limites de ingreso Federales y Estatales.  Debe proporcionar prueba de in-
greso y 
documentation que muestre las entradas gruesas de todos los miembros de la familia de 18 años en adelante por un minimo de 4 semanas (un 
mes) anterior a la fecha de la solicitud. 

Personas que tienen la calefaccion incluida en el alquiler (renta) (incluyendo aquellos que tienen Seccion Federal 236, Seccion 211 (D) (3),
 y Seccior 202 Desar-rollo y en Seccion Estatal 13Ade vivienda) pueden ser elegibles para la asistencia. 

PUEDE HACER UNA CITA AL PROGRAMA DE ASISTENCIA PARA LA CALEFACCION LLAMANDO AL TELEFONO (978) 681-4950.  
Empleado de programa le proveera toda la informacion necesaria. 

PARA PERSONAS ENCAPACITADAS QUE NO PUEDEN SALIR DE SUS HOGARES, TENEMOS PERSONAL DISPONIBLE PARA 
LLENARLE LA EN SU HOGAR AL LOS “SOLICITANTES NUEVOS AL PROGRAMA:”   POR FAVOR LLAME AL (978) 681-4950.  

Nuestra oficina esta localizada en el 305 calle Essex, 2do, Lawrence, MA 01840

SOLICITANTES DEL ANO PASADO:  POR FAVOR ENVIAR SUS APLICACIONES LO MAS PRONTO POSIBLE. 
LOS FONDOS ESTAN LIMITADOS Y NO LE PODEMOS GARANTIZAR ASISTENCIA DESPUES DEL 1 DE ABRIL DEL 2011. 
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Anne Marie Concemi
Chief Mortgagte Planner

MLO 3527
aconcemi@firstinteg.com

(978) 852-9707 cell
“Helping Borrowers Since 1987”

Steven Sirmaian
Chief Operation Manager

MLO 3520
steve@firstinteg.com
(978) 771-2906 cell

“Helping Borrowers Since 1988”

Judith Maselli
Senior Mortgage Consultant

MLO 48786 ME 5288
jmaselli@firstinteg.com
(978) 685-9700 ext. 14

“Helping Borrowers Since 1987”

Donna Weinberg
Senior Mortgage Consultant

MLO 89241
donna@firstinteg.com

(978) 273-0315
“Helping Borrowers Since 1979”

Robert Sharpe
Reverse Mortgage Specialist

MLO 37451
rsharpeb@firstinteg.com

(978) 382-0716 cell

Robert Irving, CSA
Sr. Reverse Mortgage Specialist

MLO 19086 ME 34322
rhirving@verizon.com

(978) 686-0394 cell

“First in Rates.  First in Service.”

Robert Irving, CSARobert Irving, CSA

Anne Marie Concemi Judith Maselli

Robert Sharpe

Steven Sirmaian

“First in Rates. First in Service.”

Donna Weinberg

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

354 Merrimack Street, Sal’s Riverwalk, Lawrence MA 01843

FIRST
INTEGRITY
MORTGAGELLC

Banking Business Hours: 9-5 • Our Business Hours: 24-7
Because your questions can’t wait until tomorrow

FHA Experts
MA Mortgage Broker #4520. NMLS #1964

Licensed by the NH Banking Dept. Maine Lic. #CSO11110
978 685-9700 • www.firstinteg.com

978-686-1801
stmonicamethuen.org
212 Lawrence Street
Methuen, MA 01844

full day kindergarten 
and

after school programRegistration on-going starting September 27. Tours available Registration on-going starting September 27. Tours available Registration on-going starting September 27. Tours available Registration on-going starting September 27. Tours available Registration on-going starting September 27. Tours available Registration on-going starting September 27. Tours available 
every other Tuesday at 10 a.m. and Thursday at 2:15 p.m. every other Tuesday at 10 a.m. and Thursday at 2:15 p.m. 

beginning October 12 and 14.  Please call for appointment.beginning October 12 and 14.  Please call for appointment.

Call about 
our upcoming 

“Taste of Autumn” 
event on October 26!

Tickets are $25 and may 
be purchased by calling 

Jen Bower at 
(508) 954-7941

The YMCA’s Andover/North Andover Synchers are set to begin a new season with 
some impressive accolades to add to the team resume. This summer, ANA Syncher swim-
mers competed at the largest synchronized swimming event in the world, Age Group Na-
tionals held in Tonawanda, N.Y. With over 1,000 swimmers competing at this event, AG 
Nationals is the most intense competition of the year for ANA swimmers.  

In the 11/12 Age Group, sisters Monica Alvarado and Jessica Alvarado of Methuen 
were among the team that placed 10th place. They are the 11-year-old twin daughters 
of Marlene and Daniel Alvarado. The girls are sixth-graders at the Tenney Grammar 
School.

The YMCA’s ANA Synchers is one of the largest synchronized swim teams in the 
country and is already back at work training for the upcoming season, including recently 
working with Olympic gold medalist Nathalie Bartleson.

Jessica Alvarado (left) and her twin sister Monica

SYNCHRONIZED-SWIMMING SISTERS GO NATIONAL!
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 Money Money
        Matter
 Money

Matter
 Money
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VIRGINIA BROADHURST

This column is dedicated to Aunt Lee and Mom who fought the battle, and cousins 
Gail and Angela who continue to do so.

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Knowing that health and 
medical bills are entwined with financial health, I’d like to give my small contribution 
to breast-cancer prevention.

I’m not in the business of giving medical advice, but the numerous sources avail-
able on the Internet are truly impressive. Walk-a-thons and fund-raisers are very useful 
and fund much of the information on-line in addition to research and treatment. But 
only participating in those and not being personally proactive gives a false sense of 
security.  

These risk factors for breast cancer are from the Centers for Disease Control web 
site (www.cdc.gov):

• Getting older.
• Being younger when you first had your menstrual period.
• Starting menopause at a later age.
• Being older at the birth of your first child.
• Never giving birth.
• Not breastfeeding.
• Personal history of breast cancer or some non-cancerous breast diseases.
• Family history of breast cancer (mother, sister, daughter).
• Treatment with radiation therapy to the breast/chest.
• Being overweight (increases risk of breast cancer after menopause).
• Long-term use of hormone replacement therapy (estrogen and progesterone com-

bined).
• Having changes in the breast cancer-related genes BRCA1 or BRCA2.
• Using birth control pills, also called oral contraceptives.
• Drinking alcohol.
• Not getting regular exercise.
“Having a risk factor does not mean you will get the disease,” according to the CDC 

site. “Most women have some risk factors and most women do not get breast cancer. If 
you have breast cancer risk factors, talk to you doctor about ways you can lower your 
risk and about screening for breast cancer.”

The web site www.webmd.com has extensive information gleaned from the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and the American Institute of Cancer Research. One of their easiest 
offerings to put into effect is their list of the top cancer-fighting foods. I just included 
a short summary of the list because in October I hope you’re going to start surfing the 
web for info and making a list of questions for your doctor.

• Eat tomato-based products, beans, cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, kale, red and 
purple grapes, dark green leafy vegetables, strawberries, raspberries, blueberries and 
curcumin, the main ingredient in the Indian spice turmeric.

• Meals should be at least two-thirds plant-based foods and no more than one-third 
animal protein.

• Pass up the deli counter, i.e. smoked and salted meats.
• Drink water.
• Eat as little sugar as possible.
• American Cancer Society research emphasizes that getting cancer-fighting nutri-

ents from foods is much better than getting them from supplements.
Be in charge and begin the new year in October. You owe it to yourself and those 

who love you. Another good site: www.breastcancer.org.

Breast-cancer
prevention just
makes sense!

Poet's Corner
THE SOARING SOOTHER

By Dawn Orlando-Kelley

By Sal Petralia

“The best way to control the future is to create it.”
~ Words adorning a wall at the 
Sparhawk School in Amesbury

Sal Petralia is a Certified Financial Planner and a Registered Principal with 
Linsco/Private ledger, 1 Branch Street, Unite 103, Methuen, MA 01844; 

tel. 978-975-3060; E-mail: sal.petralia@lpl.com
Securities offered through Linsco/Private ledger Member NASD/SIPC

        Toss
              me into the
               air and watch me climb!
               I catch the wind & reach
         for eternity. Bright playful colors
             and  a  fanciful  ribbon  tail,
     I mesmerize my admirers.
         I  lighten  hearts  &
            bring   whimsical
              joy to the most
               downtrodden.
         Hope
           on
            a
          s
              t
                r
       i
                n
              g

Dawn Orlando-Kelley is a teacher at Central Catholic 
High School in Lawrence; she is also a member of 
Grey Court Poets and Soroptimist International of 
Haverhill/Merrimack Valley. She enjoys spending time 
with her young family, creating poetry in her spare 
time, and taking advantage of a windy day!

PMA going
co-ed for 2011

For the first time in its 52-year history, 
Presentation of Mary Academy is preparing to 
welcome high school boys to its classrooms.

The school is now accepting applications 
from male students for its freshman and sopho-
more classes for the school year beginning 
September 2011. The school will host an open 
house Oct. 17 from 10 am to 1 pm.

 "We are sincerely excited to invite the 
young men of our surrounding communities 
to experience PMA's tradition of excellence," 
says Sister Susan Frederick, president of PMA. 
"To be clear, the Sisters' Council and Board of 
Directors carefully considered all of the input 
and feedback from PMA's families, alumni and 
staff. In the end, this is the right decision for 
the school and for the community. I can speak 
for everyone at PMA when I say that we look 
forward to a very bright future."

Principal Rose Maria Redman, an alumna 
of the school, adds, "While we certainly under-
stand that this is a significant change for our 
current students and their families, we will work 
tirelessly to make this transition as seamless as 
possible. While it is an absolute priority for our 
current students to continue to feel at home at 
PMA, I also want our incoming male students 
to feel comfortable from Day One, and that will 
certainly be one of our objectives as we refine 

our transition plan."
Check out www.pmamethuen.org for infor-

mation concerning the transition.
PMA is a private, non-profit, Catholic, col-

lege preparatory high school. The student body 
represents 30 local communities throughout 
Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire. 
Since it began with 20 students in 1958, PMA 
has earned a reputation for providing high qual-
ity and spiritual development within a close 
community.

Science student
earns scholarship

Quynh Giao Nguyen of Methuen is one 
of three Northern Essex Community College 
students to earn this year’s Dr. John G. Santos 
Environmental Education Scholarship.

The award provides $1,000 per student. 
Recipients must be enrolled in an associate de-
gree program pursuing their education in earth 
science, physics, biology, chemistry or labora-
tory science and having earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 3.0. Nguyen is studying 
laboratory science. 

Dr. Santos is a 1968 graduate of NECC’s lib-
eral arts program. He earned additional degrees 
from Amherst College and Worcester State Col-
lege, and a doctorate from Boston College. 

SCHOOL BRIEFS
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&Tea&Tea&  Treats&Treats&Tea
Treats
Tea&Tea&Treats&Tea&  Treats  Treats

By Brenda GhorashiBy Brenda Ghorashi

Assisted Living
& Memory Support Neighborhood

Methuen Village
at Riverwalk Park

Our deli has lots of tempting items for a quick meal.

Welcome, seasonal 
and life changes!

RAYMOND’S TURKEY FARM

Our turkeys & other Farm 
Products Sold ONLY at 

Raymond’s Turkey Farm

We also have other  delicious
items for your holiday dinners

            •Gravy
                     •Stuffing
                              •Squash
                                        •Turnip

                     
                •Cranberry Orange Relish

FALL has ARRIVED!
Call Ahead to order:

Hot Roast Turkey       Hot Roast Turkey Breast 
Roast Chicken       Fresh Turkey       Fresh Turkey Breast

163 Hampstead St.
 Methuen, MA  01844

Call Today: 978-686-4075 
or 978-686-2162

www.raymondsturkeyfarm.com

Open: 
7 days a week

8am - 5pm

facebookvisit us on

Autumn has quite suddenly arrived here 
in New England. This morning I awoke to 
find a distinct edge to the air. The sun was 
playing peek-a-boo through the clouds, 
creating a particularly stunning light. There 
was a pin-sharp clarity of the landscape; 
the trees, the river, the hills all casting long 
shadows; a mist covering everything in 
sight. It was truly magical. A perfect rain-
bow-making morning. Summer has slipped 
away and autumn has indeed arrived. 

Since closing AntiquiTeas Tea Room 
in January, I was unemployed and home 
for the first spring and summer in many 
years. It was nothing short of traumatic for 
me. Particularly daunting was the fact that 
I knew I was going to be doing “nothing.“ 
Nothing isn’t easy to do, especially for me. 
It took several weeks of walking in circles 
and wondering what my purpose in life was 
now that I was not working. Yes, I was tend-
ing my gardens, doing home repairs, work-
ing on my cookbook, visiting with friends 
and family, and helping my aging parents. 
Spring and summer is no doubt the absolute 
best time to be unemployed. Yet when peo-
ple ask, “What are you doing these days?” I 
answer, “Nothing.” Wow. Success?

As the days get shorter and colder, I 
welcome the challenge of doing “nothing” 
through a long and isolating winter for 
what I have come to realize over this glori-
ous summer — while spending time with 
friends and family, exploring work that 

suits me well and reading a good book — is 
that there are hundreds of moments when I 
have touched on my reason for living ... my 
purpose. It may not be the “grand” purpose, 
but rather genuine delight and gratitude for 
the moment I’m in. What is important is to 
live it well and joyfully. I can do that right 
now. I shall spend some time and pursue my 
next big adventure this autumn and perhaps 
into the winter to seek gainful employment 
— something I haven’t done for over 30 
years. I suspect it may be the hardest job 
I’ve ever had. It makes me a little hesitant 
though because now ... I’ve got “nothing” 
to lose. 

To celebrate this new season, I’ve de-
cided to make a pumpkin soup and bake 
something that will fill the house with won-
derful aromas. The crisp air outside makes 
for mornings that are nice to stay inside and 
make heart- and tummy-warming recipes. 
Snuggling up with a good book or a loved 
one is also a good choice. 

Pumpkin Pie Soup
1 tablespoon butter 
2 15-oz. cans pumpkin
3½ cups (28 oz.) chicken broth
1½ cups half-and-half
¼ cup maple syrup
4 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice mix (8 tsp. 
ground cinnamon, 2 tsp. ground nutmeg, 
2 tsp. ground ginger, 2 tsp. ground cloves. 
Store extra in airtight container)
¼ teaspoon salt
1½ cups light brown sugar

In a 3-quart saucepan, melt butter over 
medium heat. Stir in pumpkin, broth, half-
and-half, maple syrup, brown sugar and 
pumpkin pie spice mix. Bring just to boil-
ing. Serve immediately.

Sweet Potato Crisp
4 medium sweet potatoes, cooked, peeled 
and cubed 
¼ cup chopped pecans 
1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese 
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
2 medium apples, quartered 
1 cup fresh or frozen cranberries 
½ cup all-purpose flour 
½ cup quick-cooking oats 
½ cup packed brown sugar 
3 tablespoons cold butter

In a large bowl, beat the sweet potatoes, 
cream cheese and cinnamon until smooth. 
Spread evenly into an 11-by-7-inch bak-
ing dish coated with cooking spray. Place 
apples and cranberries in a food processor; 
cover and process until chopped. Spread 
over sweet potato mixture. In a small bowl, 
combine the flour, oats and brown sugar; 
cut in butter until mixture resembles coarse 
crumbs. Stir in pecans; sprinkle over filling. 
Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 35 to 
40 minutes or until topping is golden brown 
and fruit is tender.

Buttered Orange Cider
6 cups apple cider or juice 
½ medium unpeeled navel orange, sliced 
8 whole allspice 
8 whole cloves 
2 cinnamon sticks (3 inches) 
1 orange peel strip (3 inches) 
½ cup packed brown sugar 
¼ cup butter, softened 
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon

In a large saucepan, combine the cider and 
orange slices. Place the allspice, cloves, 
cinnamon sticks and orange peel on a 
double thickness of cheesecloth; bring up 
corners of cloth and tie with kitchen string 
to form a bag. Add to pan. Bring to a boil 
over medium heat. Reduce heat; simmer, 
uncovered, for 15 to 20 minutes. In a small 
bowl, combine the brown sugar, butter and 
cinnamon. Discard spice bag. Ladle cider 
into mugs; dot with butter mixture. 

Brenda Ghorashi is the former owner of 
AntiquiTeas Tea Room in Salem and Lon-
donderry, N.H.

    

For 28 years, Methuen’s Scott LaTulippe 
has repaired, maintained and customized 
cars, trucks and motorcycles. An ASE 
Certified Technician, Scott has earned 
the trust of thousands of local customers. 
He looks forward to serving you.

8 Marshall St., Methuen (off Howe St., less than a mile from the Loop)

978-688-6679   • www.scottsautotruck.com
         Scott LaTulippe            Rich Carlezon

Monday to Friday 8 to 5 
Saturdays 8 to 12 

* American & Imports * Cars * Trucks * Harley-Davidsons
• BRAKES   • TUNE-UPS • OIL CHANGES
• ENGINES  • EXHAUST  • REPAIRS
• AIR CONDITIONING   • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

Brand New Customer 
Waiting Area!

Scott’s Auto & Truck Service

WINTERIZING SPECIAL!
• Replace Coolant • Change Oil & Filter • Check and Charge Battery

• Rotate Tires • Top Off All Fluids • Inspect Brakes

Only $8999!
Expires 11/30/2010



C
yan

M
agenta

Y
ellow

B
lack

MethuenLife October, 201034

17 Hampstead St. Methuen, MA ~ 978-683-0770

To View Full Menu: www.wirtshausrestaurant.com

Join Us For

       To Celebrate We:
*  Have More Menu Items, Including Comfort Foods

* Serve More than 20 German Beers
* Increased Our Hours: Wed. thru Fri. 4:30pm to 9pm 

Saturday 12-9; Sunday 12-8

Now Serving the 
World Class, Hard-to-Find 
Spaten Beer on Draught! 

Limited Seating
Please Call Ahead with 

Reservations
978-683-0770

October & November Specials
Is your car ready for the winter?

500 Merrimack St. (Next to Whirlaway Golf) 978.688.6769

Auto Repairs • Tune ups • Brakes • Air Conditioning

OIL CHANGE

$19.99
with this coupon 

with free winter
safety vehicle inspection

(most vehicles)

Expires 11/31/10

TRANSMISSION
FLUSH

$69.99
with this coupon 

with free battery test
& battery inspection

(most vehicles)
Expires 11/31/10

BRAKES
$95.00per axle

(pads & rotors)
With this coupon

with free snow tire 
change over

(most vehicles)

Expires11/31/10

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

Coffee ... check.
Comfy couch and chairs ... check.
Relaxing vibe ... check.
The only thing missing are Joey, Rachel 

and the rest of the “Friends” gang — and 
they can be replaced with any of the interest-
ing people here in Methuen.

Downtown Java Joe’s just opened in 
Methuen Square, and there’s no shortage of 

options for coffee, tea, hot chocolate, bagels 
and muffins. But the inviting 2,300-square-
foot atmosphere created by Michelle Des-
rochers and “Java” Joe Kaczynski is equally 
impressive.

“I had gotten laid off. Michelle and I have 
lived in Methuen all our lives and we dis-
cussed how it would be nice to have a place 
downtown,” explained Joe. “She has her hair 
salon (Creative Hair) across the street, so she 

Joe Kaczynski and Michelle Desrochers just opened Downtown Java Joe’s in the former Web-
ster-Greene Antiques site in Methuen Square. It’s open seven days a week.
             Photos by Steve Whipple

See COFFEE, Page 37

Methuen 
Health & Rehabilitation      
            Center
  

480 Jackson Street
        Methuen, MA

Transitional and Long-term Care Facility
    ✤Fully sta�ed internal therapy department
   ✤State of the art rehabilitation equipment

   ✤Therapy available 7 days a week
   ✤Joint Replacement Classes O�ered
   ✤E-stim/Diathermy/Ultrasound for 

urinary incontinence, strengthening, 
            pain and wound care

Come meet our team of dedicated professionals
✤✤ Call today for a tour ✤✤

978-686-3906

Transitional and Long-term Care FacilityTransitional and Long-term Care FacilityTransitional and Long-term Care Facility
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THE LAW OFFICES OF BROADHURST TABIT, LLP

Our New Location is 45 Osgood Street, Metheun

Anything you say can and will be used against you in a court of law.
If you have been arrested, speak to us first.  

Don’t Hesitate.  Your Future is at Stake.
Broadhurst Tabit has the experience you need.

Se hable Espanol • 978-327-5128

Atty. Arthur Broadhurst Atty. Salim Tabit

25

  

Prestige, Inc.
232 Pleasant St., Methuen

PUT HUT HUT ER HER H  MANY MANY M YEARSYEARSY OF REAL ESTATE
EXEXE PXPX ERIENCEPERIENCEP TOTOT  WORK WORK W FOR YOUYOUY !
Whether buying or selling a home, Call

Virginia Broadhurst for the quality of service you deserve.

(978) 689-2880 ext. 3092

VIRGINIA BROADHURST

Love a ranch!
Salem, New Hampshire sits this 3 bedroom 
ranch with wood floors, replacement windows, 
recent boiler, sunporch and Carport. Situ-
ated on a large & private lot in great location, 

convenient to Rte. 93, shopping, 
library and Malls Immediate 
occupancy  Hurry on this one! 

$209,900
Call Virginia for details

25

VIRGINIA BROADHURST

cell 978-502-8883

By John Basilesco
MethuenLife Writer

Several times a day, a dog named Ras-
cal goes to work searching for a tiny pesky 
insect that leaves red welts on people after 
sucking their blood.

The insect is a bed bug, which is the 
subject of a growing number of complaints 
in Methuen and across the nation.

The dog is a beagle trained to sniff out 
the insects so they can be exterminated.

Pest End Inc. in Methuen purchased 
Rascal at the beginning of June to bolster 
its battle against the nocturnal insects. The 
2½-year-old dog was trained at a canine 
academy in Florida to sniff out bed bugs. 
It is one of only 70 dogs certified in the 
United States and Canada by the National 
Entomology Scent Detection Canine As-
sociation to locate bed bugs by picking up 
their scent.

The association certifies teams com-
prised of one dog and one or more human 
handlers who train together, said James 
Skinner, president of the association. A total 
of 70 dogs and 100 handlers are currently 
certified by the group, and the numbers 
continue to rise, he said.

Bed bugs aren’t regarded as a health 
problem, Skinner said. They don’t transmit 
diseases like mosquitoes do, he said. But 
having them in your house feeding on you 
is “unsettling and stressful."

"Over the past five years, we have seen 
an incredible rise in the bed-bug problem 
nationwide," he said. "The problem is grow-
ing exponentially. Bed bugs are becom-
ing immune to the pesticides we’re using 
today."

The growing problem convinced the 
owners of Pest End Inc., a family-owned 
extermination business in Methuen,  that 
they needed a bed bug-sniffing dog of their 
own, said Adam Carace, one of the co-own-
ers. Carace and employee Courtney Nich-
olson, who is also a certified handler, work 
with Rascal.

Carace holds a vial containing a full-grown 
bed bug.

Specially-trained dog 
can sniff them out

"The last five years the bed-bug problem 
has just exploded," Carace said. "It’s gone 

up 200 percent easily. The numbers are 
through the roof across the country."

While it’s easy for people to miss the 
bed bugs because they’re so small, Rascal 
can quickly and accurately pinpoint the 
location of bed bugs in any given room in a 
house, hotel or apartment building, Carace 
said.

Once the dog sniffs a bed bug or a vi-
able egg, he gets excited and puts his paw 
on the spot. Carace or another exterminator 
can then go to work applying insecticide 
or steam-cleaning the infected mattress or 
other piece of furniture with the infestation. 
Some homeowners toss out the infected 
mattress.

The dog has located thousands of the 
troublesome insects since the beginning 
of June, Carace said. The local company’s 
territory includes the Boston area, Methuen 
and southern New Hampshire.

Carace said Rascal seems to enjoy sniff-
ing out bed bugs.

"I think he loves it when we start him 

Rascal, who is specially trained to sniff out bed bugs, scratches at an area when he detects 
the blood-sucking insects. Rascal’s handler Adam Carace says the name “bed bug” is mis-
leading, as the dog has detected bed bugs in bathrooms and kitchens as well as furniture. 
Photos by Melissa Fili

See BUG, Page 39
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Fighting for Working People on Beacon Hill

  
 

 
  

 
  

 

www.stevenbaddour.com | www.facebook.com/stevenbaddour
Paid for an Authorized by the Committee to Elect Steve Baddour, Michael O’Connell, Treasurer PO Box 959 Methuen, MA 01844  

 Steve voted against a 19 cent increase in the gas tax.
 Voted against a proposed increase in the income tax.
 Voted against the increase in the sales tax.
 Led the fight against imposing tolls on I-93 along the New Hampshire
     border.
Authored legislation to create the Salisbury Beach Preservation Trust Fund 
     helping preserve and maintain the beach for future generations.
 Steve supported changes to create a more competitive auto insurance system that lowers rates and 
     gives consumers greater choice.
 Opposes granting driver’s licenses to illegal immigrants and is leading the fight to prevent them from  
     receiving public benefits.
 Steve voted against giving the Governor the power to make a temporary appointment to the U.S. 
     Senate.
 Successfully fought efforts to charge $5 for in-person visits to the RMV.

I ask for your vote on Tuesday, November 2nd

Nevins Manor
A Member of the

Nevins Family of Services

INDEPENDENT LIVING
for ELDERS

62 years or older
Income can not exceed:

  One Person Household: $29,700
  Two Person Household: $33,900
All rents are subsidized by the 

U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

Studio & One Bedroom Apartments

YOUR Home... 
The elegant Nevins Manor, 
a unique environment that 

reflects the rich history of the 
Nevins Family in Methuen 

offers its residents:
  •Elevators to all floors
  •Sun porches, lounges, library
  •Dining room with kitchen
  •On-site beauty parlor
  •Activity room
  •Laundry on the ground floor
  •Parking

110 Broadway
Methuen, MA
978-686-1050
Please visit us at

www.nevinsmanorapts.com
    Managed by: 

The Community Builders, Inc

Ask Sandy O’Toole
 for more info. or tour.

~Now accepting applications for our 
Studio and One Bedroom wait list~

YOUR Home... YOUR Home... 

WEDDINGS • SHOWERS

ANNIVERSARIES • BIRTHDAYS

BANQUETS • COMPANY MEETINGS

Whatever the size if your party, 
the Gaythorne will help make it an 
event to remember.  Our large hall 

holds up to 250 people and 
our small hall holds up to 60.
Call Rebecca at 978-686-1291 

for details.

Methuen Knights of Columbus

GAYTHORNE HALL

462 BROADWAY RTE 28, METHUEN, MA • 978.686.1291

CALL NOW FOR
HOLIDAY PARTIES
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Coffee, continued from page 34

New England Seafoods

159 Pelham Street, Methuen • 978-965-2242
Restaurant & Lounge

Check Out All Our Entertainment at 
www.neseafoodrestaurant.com

Thursdays -- Rockaraoke to "Liquid Courage"

Functions Available for Parties of 30-250 People
Great Place for Anniversaries, Birthdays, Retirement Parties, Mercy Meals

1/2 OFF 
LUNCH

Buy 1 Lunch, Get 2nd Lunch Half Off
(Of equal or lesser value, Sun. thru Thurs. only)

Valid at Both Locations
Excludes specials. With this coupon. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 10/31/10

1/2 OFF 
DINNER

Buy 1 Dinner, Get 2nd Dinner Half Off
(Of equal or lesser value, Sun. thru Thurs. only)

Valid at Both Locations
Excludes specials. With this coupon. 

Cannot be combined. Expires 10/31/10

Weekly 
Specials

Takeout Restaurant 
& Fresh Seafood Market

225 Merrimack St., Methuen
978-686-7494

CHECK OUT OUR 
TWIN LOBSTER 

SPECIAL

• Haddock • Lobsters • Salmon • Scallops • Clams • Oysters 
• Cod • Shrimp • Calamari • Mussels • Swordfish • Clam Chowder

All Your Favorite Fresh Seafood

Award 
Winning

Fish
Market!

Live Bands Friday & Saturday Nights

2
LOCATIONS!

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW!!

WEST END EAST SIDE

Every
Sunday

from 7-10pm
Little Walter's 
Time Machine 

Spins the 
Oldies!

thought this would be good for her custom-
ers. We wanted something like Central Perk 
in (the hit TV show) ‘Friends.’ “

The earth-tone ceilings and walls are a 
nice change from the neon colors and bright 
lights of a national doughnut chain.

Over the course of four months, the 
former Webster-Greene Antiques store was 
transformed, now equipped with a couch, a 
pair of suede chairs, two televisions, WiFi, 
four large cushioned chairs, 30 bar stools and 
a handful of tables.

Let’s talk coffee. A station has three 
Keurig coffee makers that, in seconds, brew 
about 200 flavors of coffee including Hawai-
ian Hazelnut, Kona Blend, Spicy Mayan 

Chocolate and Mexican Organic. The same 
machines can brew tea and hot chocolate. An 
espresso machine is on the way.

Over on the counter are the tall Green 
Mountain thermoses yielding four flavors, 
fine either hot or iced. You still have a free 
hand and that’s for a muffin, bagel or — soon 
— breakfast sandwich.

And for the warmer days when some-
thing cold is preferred, Joe serves up Richie’s 
slush or nine flavors of Dolce Freddo Gelato 
including pumpkin, black raspberry, choco-
late and Berry Good sorbet.

“We wanted a place for friends to hang 
out, chill and not feel like they have to spend 
a million dollars,” said Joe.

Though peo-
ple with a million 
dollars are wel-
come, too. Two 
days after Down-
town Java Joe’s 
opened, Republi-
can candidate for 
governor Charlie 
Baker stopped by 
while campaign-
ing.

D o w n t o w n 
Java Joe’s is open 
Monday through 
Saturday from 6 
am to 8 pm and 
Sunday from 7 
am to noon.

Michelle and Joe’s goal was to give their shop the look and feel of Central 
Perk from the hit TV sitcom “Friends,” which they did with earth-tone col-
ors and a sofa and suede chairs.

COLONIAL VILLAGE
LUXURY & VALUE!Luxury

Value

More!

  Dog Friendly

*

1 bedroom homes from $900

2 bedroom homes from $1,225

27 Independence Drive, Methuen

978-685-1914
Great Location - just minutes 

to 93, 495 & The Loop!

Wonderful
Winter Savings

SAVE $25
per month                **

Plus  FREE Heat & more!
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Tiny Tots ages 3+4 • Saturdays
10:00 am - 10:30 am

We offer affordable tuition, expert instruc-
tion and convenient class times for the entire 

family.
Space is limited, call today!

Methuen Karate
Association

70 Bonanno Ct. Methuen, MA
Tel (978) 683-4287
www.methuenkarate.com

Kick Boxing Classes Wednesdays 8-9 pm

NEW - Yoga
Monday Evenings 8-9pm

MEMBER: National Association
of Professional Martial Artists

Where community 
comes first

We are YOUR 
hometown paper!

Historical Snapshots
By Dan Gagnon

Duo on quest to tally city’s Civil War vets
As the 150th anniversary of the Amer-

ican Civil War approaches (2011-2015), 
Methuen Historical Society President Joe 
Bella and I have been on a years-long 
quest to identify and document men from 
Methuen who served in what was known 
at the time as the Great Rebellion.

Though the City of Methuen officially 
lists the number of men from Methuen at 
325, Joe and I have discovered nearly 600 
who served. Granted, Joe and I are a little 
more liberal in our approach to what qual-
ifies as a person from Methuen. The of-
ficial record comes from those names that 
were attributed to the town by the state. 
These names were applied to the quotas 
that each town was required to send to 
the war. Joe and I used that list, but we 
also accepted those who were born, lived, 
worked, died or were buried in Methuen. 
Also added to that list were those veter-
ans who were members of the Civil War 
Veterans organization Grand Army of the 
Republic Post 100 in Methuen. 

At first Joe and I started researching 
Civil War veterans independently and 
unaware that the other was doing this. I 
became interested while researching other 
topics. Newspaper articles often referred 
to various community or business leaders 
as Civil War vets. It wasn’t long before I 
came to realize that these men were the 
19th-century equivalent of Tom Brokaw’s 
“Greatest Generation.” They had “Seen 
the Elephant,” to use the 19th-century 
expression for experiencing combat. They 
had witnessed the worst that man can do 
to man and survived. Nothing could scare 
them, so they were willing to take risks. 
As a result they became successful in 
their chosen professions.

Joe, on the other hand, found the 
research as a natural extension of his 
general interest in Methuen history. He 
had studied Methuen’s involvement in 
the other wars and found this period just 
as interesting.

Joe and I came to be aware of our 
mutual research at a meeting we were 
both attending. I told him about the recent 
information I had found about Methuen 
native Leverett Bradley, who was captain 
of the First Massachusetts Heavy Artil-
lery from 1861 to 1862. Joe shared with 
me information that he had collected on 
the same person. About four years ago, 
we realized that we should work together 
and share what we found.

When I asked Joe recently which vet-
eran he found the most interesting, he told 
me that he had two he could name.

“Leverett Bradley would be my first 
choice,” Joe told me, “because he served 
with the 6th Massachusetts Militia during 
the Baltimore Riots in April 1861, and 

the fact that he was related to one of the 
founders of the town and also to a militia-
man who fought at the Battle of Bunker 
Hill.”

His second choice was John Wesley 
Adams, who was a chaplain in the 2nd 
New Hampshire Infantry from 1863 to 
the end of the war.

Our research has found some fasci-
nating stories. Leverett Bradley’s son 
Jeremiah Bradley was only 14 years old 
when he went off with his father to the 
war. He stayed with the regiment until 
the end of the war and witnessed some 
of the most brutal fighting. His older 
brother, Leverett Jr., struggled emotion-
ally after the war until he found peace in 
his religious faith and became an Episco-
pal minister. One local veteran became 
a pedophile and spent quite a few years 
in prison. Charles Wheeler was the town 
treasurer and in 1876 walked off with the 
entire town treasury.

Even non-Civil War vets’ stories have 
been discovered. Charles H. Tenney, who 
built the chateau-styled mansion behind 
the Gate House, was drafted into the army 
but was exempt from service because he 
had no upper teeth.

To find these stories, Joe has been 
scouring newspapers looking for a hint 
at a Methuen name to add to our lists. He 
has found that obituaries have given him 
the most information. I, on the other hand, 
look through Regimental histories for 
information about people I already know 
about or to find the obscure mention of a 

soldier’s hometown or birthplace. In one 
case, I found reference to Methuen native 
Isaac Thurlow in a footnote of an infor-
mal history of the 32nd Massachusetts 
Infantry. The author wrote that after a 
forced march toward Sharpsburg in Sep-
tember 1862, “no officers and one man 
(Thurlow) [were] present for duty.” The 
author also mentioned that Thurlow was 
later promoted to lieutenant in the “Col-
ored Troops,” a segregated regiment with 
black soldiers and white officers. Thurlow 
was the only enlisted soldier mentioned in 
the book. He must have been an extraor-

Methuen residents and dedicated historical record-keepers Joe Bella (left) and Dan Ga-
gnon are members of the Lawrence Civil War Memorial Guard. The unit they portray is 
Company I, 6th Massachusetts Militia, the first see hostile action in Baltimore. The men 
have teamed up to keep track of men from Methuen who served in the Civil War. Courtesy 
photo

Methuen native Leverett Bradley, who 
was captain of the First Massachusetts 
Heavy Artillery from 1861 to 1862, is bur-
ied in Bellevue Cemetery, Lawrence. Bella 
and Gagnon have traveled to Maine and 
Virginia in search of info on Methuen’s 
Civil War vets. Courtesy photo

See DUO, Page 39 
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Bug, continued from page 35

Priced to SELL!!

     SALEM NH - Situated in Great Location and 
very desirable park is this move in condition
14X65 Mobile Home. Offers eat in kitchen, 
spacious living room, laundry area, and 2 

bedrooms with great closet space.  All new 
plumbing, heating, recent roof and wonderful 
yard for gardening and barbecues. Convenient 

to Route 93 shopping and restaurants. 
ADULT community 55+; no dogs. $59,900

Call Virginia for details  978-502-8883

dinary soldier. With this information I was 
began researching his later military service. 

On one of the few occasions that Joe and 
I traveled together to do research, we went 
to the National Guard museum in Worces-
ter. When the curator learned that Joe was 
a Vietnam vet and served in country dur-
ing the same time as the curator, we were 
treated special. The curator offered all kinds 
of advice to help us with our research.  

In researching these Civil War veterans, 
Joe and I agree that documenting the loca-
tion of their final resting place is equally 
important. We have searched local cemeter-
ies looking for their gravestones and have 
traveled outside the state in the hopes of 
bringing a photograph of the grave marker 
home to add to our files. Last summer, 
Joe traveled to a Torgus, Maine, cemetery 
in a lightning storm to photograph grave 
markers of four Methuen natives who were 
buried there. I’ve gone to Spotsylvania, Vir-
ginia, to try to get an idea of the landscape 
where men from Methuen fought. In nearby 
Fredericksburg, I was able to photograph 
the markers of seven Methuen soldiers who 

died in combat and were buried at the Na-
tional Cemetery.

Our work is far from complete. We are 
still finding new names and are updating 
information on the men were have already 
identified. In the end, Joe and I have the 
same belief: Whatever we find, we want to 
share with future generations. Eventually, 
Joe wants to have his Civil War collection 
donated to a historical institution. Joe says 
he believes that, “This era should not be 
forgotten and the soldiers should be re-
membered for their sacrifice in preserving 
the Union.”

I, too, want to have my research pre-
served. I hope to eventually create a Web 
site for other researchers to access, and 
maybe even publish a book featuring some 
of the fascinating stories of these Methuen 
soldiers. After all, we don’t want this 19th-
century “Greatest Generation” to become 
the lost generation.

For more information about Methuen his-
tory, check out www.methuenhistory.org.

on a job," he said. "We say, ‘Are you ready 
to go to work?’ His tail starts wagging and 
you can tell he gets all excited."

When he finds one of the bugs or an 
egg, he scratches on the spot with his paw, 
Carace said.

Methuen Health Director Brian LaGrasse 
said he has seen an increase in bed-bug 
complaints over the past five or more years. 
While the complaints were once "very, very 
rare," they are more common now, he said.

"We’ve had less than 10 complaints over 
the last year and a half," LaGrasse said. "It’s 
not widespread but it is more common now. 
Before, we had almost no complaints. Now 
we have a few a year."

LaGrasse said his staff received some 
training on how to spot the insects about 
eight months ago.

People can contact the Health Depart-
ment if they suspect they have a bed-bug 
problem, but the best course of action is 
to contact an exterminator right away, La-
Grasse said. An extermination company can 
determination if there is a bed-bug problem 
and get rid of them, he said.

About 10 years ago, Pest End received a 

bed-bug complaint once every few months, 
Carace said.

"Now, we have multiple jobs, multiple 
complaints every single day," he said.

Recently, Rascal checked out a total of 
75 rooms between two hotels in Manches-
ter, N.H., and found bed bugs in three of the 
rooms, Carace said.

Bed bugs don’t discriminate between 
clean houses and apartments and dirty hous-
es and apartments. A first-class hotel, for 
example, can have a bed-bug infestation 
if one of its guests unintentionally brings 
them into his room, Carace said. Despite 
their name, they don’t limit themselves to 
beds. They are found in all types of furni-
ture, includes bureaus, he said.

Earlier this year, the National Pest Man-
agement Association and the University of 
Kentucky surveyed American and interna-
tional pest management companies about 
the state of the bed-bug problem. Nine-
ty–five percent of American respondents 
indicated their company or organization 
had encountered a bed-bug infestation in 
the past year.

Duo, continued from page 38

Our reprints make great gifts!
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, call Melissa Fili

at (978) 682-4777 or e-mail  melissa@methuenlife.com
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Dr. Dante Santone is pleased to announce 
the addition of the Foot Levelers Associate 
Platinum to his practice. A tool that will allow 

him to make a digital scan of the 
feet, the Associate Platinum helps 

the doctor screen for imbalances 
that contribute to problems in any number of places, like 

your knees, hips, and low back -- even if your feet don’t hurt.

   Your feet are the foundation for your 
entire body. Like any structure, your body’s 
foundation must be balanced to support 
the weight above it. If the arches in one 
or both of your feet collapse, your body 

doesn’t get the correct postural 
support, causing an imbalance in your skeletal frame. 
The Associate Platinum helps chiropractors develop 

care plans and use postural support, like custom-made 
orthotics from Foot Levelers to obtain positive results 
in nearly everyone -- from children to seniors.

Dr. Santone welcomes new 
patients to Santone Chiropractic 

for postural exams to determine their 
chiropractic needs. The clinic offers a variety 
of therapies for total body health and provides 

on-site screenings with the Associate Platinum at health 
fairs and other community events.

If you’ve never had your feet scanned, you probably don’t 
know what  they are supposed to look like. Don’t wait 
for aches and pains to tell you there is a problem.

Call Dr. Santone at 978-794-7677 now 
to schedule an appointment and 
learn how your feet can affect your 

health! Your entire body will thank you.

What Your FEET Can Tell You about Your Spinal Health
Methuen Chiropractor Acquires New Digital Technology

SANTONE CHIROPRACTIC
369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677
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Travel 
   Talk

By Jim Keogh
MethuenLife Writer

Of the hundreds of fascinating tourist 

in the rear of the car.
It takes roughly three hours to make 

the round-trip up and down Mount Wash

By the sea, 
the beautiful sea!

In August, 48 adventurous, fun-loving 
passengers joined me for a four-day “By the 
Sea” mystery trip. We did not divulge our 
destination, and the only clue we provided 
was that we would enjoy an exciting “By the 
Sea” itinerary. 

On our first day, we departed from 
Methuen at 7 am. After refreshment breaks, 
comfort stops and a mid-day lunch at a diner 
in Tarrytown, N.Y., we arrived in Ocean City, 
Md., at 6 pm. It had been overcast and misty 
for most of our ride, but once we crossed 
over the Delaware Memorial Bridge, the sun 
came out and stayed with us for the rest of 
our travel day. One of the mid-Atlantic’s most 
popular beach resorts, Ocean City is situ-
ated on a thin strand of barrier island which 
features a 9-mile-long stretch of sandy beach 
that runs between the Delaware border and 
Ocean City’s southernmost point at the inlet. 
A 3-mile boardwalk bustling with summer 
beach-time activities parallels the shoreline 
at the southern edge of Ocean City. Our 
oceanfront hotel provided us with balcony 
rooms directly facing the duned beach and 
the Atlantic. 

In addition to enjoying the beach and 
boardwalk setting, we also included two boat 
cruises to nearby attractions. On the second 
day we drove to Crisfield, Md., and took a 
90-minute cruise to Tangier Island, Va., in 
Chesapeake Bay. Discovered in 1608 by John 
Smith, Tangier Island has remained virtually 
unchanged and boasts a population of about 
500 residents. Tourism comes in a close sec-
ond to the island’s major industry, which is 
crab and oyster fishing. We had a family-style 
lunch in modest, homey surroundings high-
lighting local crab cakes and Virginia ham. 

On the third day, we headed to Chin-
coteague Island where we had chartered a 
fleet of small six-passenger boats. Chin-
coteague was the setting for Marguerite Hen-
ry’s book “Misty of Chincoteague” which 
was made into a movie. It tells the fiction-
alized story, based on fact, about the wild 
ponies that inhabit Chincoteague and nearby 
Assateague. Once a year several of the ponies 
are rounded up and are encouraged to swim 
across Assateague Channel at low tide. They 
are led to a corral where they are examined by 
veterinarians and the next day they are sold 
at auction, where the proceeds are donated 
to the island’s volunteer firefighting brigade. 
The main reason for this annual swimming 
and penning of the ponies is to trim down the 
herd so it will not exceed 150 wild ponies. 

Our small boats were able to take us 
within only a few feet of some of the ponies 
who were eating dune and marsh grasses and 
drinking pond water. While cruising Chin-
coteague Bay we also saw several dolphins 
frolicking in the water, and a bald eagle 
perched on a tree stump on the shore. The 

This group of vacationers from Methuen poses for a photo at the Dunes Manor Hotel in Ocean City, Md. Courtesy photo

government-sponsored National Park Service 
is responsible for the well-being of the wild 
ponies and the other precious wildlife in the 
region.. 

On our last day, we stopped at the Dover 
Air Force base in Delaware to visit the Air 
Mobility Command Museum. A few docents 
pointed out and provided information about 
the highlights of the museum’s collection of 
Air Force planes. Some were housed inside a 
hangar, while several were stationed outdoors 
(Caribou, Stratotanker, Hercules, Constella-
tion, etc.). While we were outdoors many Air 
Force training exercises were taking place, 
with USAF planes taking off and landing 
just over the chain-link fence from where we 
were standing. 

On the morning after our arrival in Ocean 
City, the director of the city’s Tourism De-
partment made a point of greeting us before 
we took off for a day of sightseeing. She 
boarded our chartered bus while we were 
still parked at our hotel. She welcomed us to 
her city and presented each of our passengers 
with a gift bag containing specially prepared 
Ocean City souvenirs. 

We responded by serenading her with our 
vocal rendition of “By the Sea, By the Sea, 
By the Beautiful Sea.” She was thrilled to be 
among such an enthusiastic group of visitors! 
Ocean City and the surrounding Delmarva 
Peninsula must have been on Harold Atter-
idge’s mind when he wrote that song’s lyrics 
in 1914! It could not be more appropriate. 

Jim Keogh is president of Cosmopolitan 
Travel & Cruise Center, Methuen.
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Fall  Decorating Headquarters at

3 for
$10

OUR OWN GROWN MUMS

Hanging Mums Extra Large Mums Giant Patio Pot Mums

2for
$35 3for

$25 $19.99
• Pumpkins • Corn Stalks • Indian Corn • Gourds • Hay Bales • And More!

Rte. 97 Methuen/Salem Line.  Exit 50 Off Rte. 495, 3 Miles on Right
OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-6PM; SUN 8AM-5PM

978-683-0309 • www.laschisgardencenter.com

NAKED FIREWOOD
(BARKLESS WOOD)

Burns Cleaner, Less Ash, All Hardwood

$299/cord
Once you’ve tried it you’ll love it! Smaller quantities available.

WE DELIVER (Free Delivery to Methuen Locations)

FARM STANDHUGE ASSORTMENT OF 
FRUITS & VEGETABLES

• Fresh Picked 
   Local Apples
• Cider Donuts
• Fresh Baked Pies
• Fresh Baked 
    Goods & More

• Dom’s Famous Marinated:
   • Steak Tips 4 FLAVORS
   • Chicken Breast 3 FLAVORS
   • Sausage: Sweet, Hot, 
      Garlic & Cheese
• Richarsdon’s Ice Cream

$6.99 (half gallon)

It’s your turn to choose.

When it comes to choosing a checking account, you have many choices. 
At Salem Co-operative Bank, we’d like to keep it that way. Here, you’ll enjoy the 
everyday bene�ts of a community bank like personalized service, greater 
�exibility, plus a whole lot more. 

For a limited time, when you open the checking account of your choice, you 
also get to choose a fantastic gift from our amazing assortment!

Main o�ce: 3 South Broadway  |  Salem, NH  |  (603) 893-3333 
Methuen o�ce: 284 Merrimack Street  |  Methuen, MA  | (978) 682-1010

Visit us online at: www.salemcoop.com

Minimum $250 new external funds deposit and choice of direct deposit or ACH required to receive gift. Must also choose one additional 
service: Online Banking, Bill Pay or Debit Card. Promotion runs from September 20, 2010 through November 6, 2010. Salem Co-operative Bank 

reserves the right to exchange items of equal value based on availability. O�er may be withdrawn at any time. Gift items may be taxable.

The employees of the Nevins Family of Services held a food drive for Lazarus House of 
Lawrence last month. Loading the 15 boxes they collected are the drivers of Trans Care 
who delivered them: (from left) Maddie Ortiz, Terence Acosta, Leo Lopez (on the lift), Tom 
Turgeon, Henry Bodenrader, Robert Pena and Bill Conran. The Nevins Family of Services 
(which includes the Adult Day Health Center, the Alzheimer’s Family Care Center, Trans 
Care and the nursing home) is a nonprofit organization that frequently gives back to the 
community. Employees are also helping the MSPCA with a collection of sheets, bedspreads, 
towels, blankets, etc., for the animals to snuggle up with during the winter months. In De-
cember, the employees will be collecting for Toys for Tots.                      Photo by Sue Whipple

NEVINS FAMILY 
EMPLOYEES PITCH IN
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Bada Boom Sports Bar
32-34 Hampshire St., Methuen Square

978-683-0009     978-683-3466
www.badabingonline.com

Let the Games Begin!

Monday thru Thursday 3pm to Close
Friday 3pm to Close; Sat. & Sun. Noon to Close

Monday Night Football Special!1/2 Price AppetizersALL DAY!

Patriots

Game Special!

FREE Halftime Pizza 

During Patriots Games!

The Best Seats for 
Patriots & Red Sox Games 

Are Right Here at 

Bada Boom Sports Bar!
     • 6 Flat Screens
     • 5 Minutes from Anywhere 
     • Ice Cold Draft and Bottled Beer
     • Delicious Pizza, Burgers,   
       Wraps, Calzones, Sandwiches 
       and Apps
     • No Bathroom Lines

Bada Boom Sports Bar Only. Not 

to be combined with other offers.

Specials expire 10/31/10

Bada Boom Sports Bar Only. Not to be combined with other offers.Specials expire 10/31/10

By Melissa Fili
MethuenLife Writer

Five Upper School teachers are 
hoping to share their love of science 
and hands-on experimentation with the 
younger students in their schools.

The fifth- through eighth-grade teach-
ers — Cynthia Nugent, Renee Gate-
ly and Kristin Gallo from the Timony 
School and Kathy Turmel and Lorraine 
Levinson from Comprehensive Gram-
mar School — have each received a 
fellowship through the National Science 
Foundation to bring “science inquiry” to 
Methuen students at all grade levels. 
The inquiry process hinges on each 
child’s curiosity, interest or passion to 
understand an observation or solve a 
problem.

“The goal is to get more science 
used in the K-to-8 classrooms, and to 
encourage teachers to incorporate sci-
ence into their day,” explained Nugent, 
who is serving her second year as a 
fellow in this program. “In K-to-5, there’s 
so much to do in the day that science is 
always put on the back burner.”

The teachers are part of the Fulcrum 
Fellows Program for Master Teachers in 
Elementary and Middle School Science 
Education which is run through Tufts 
University. They are among 22 teachers 
across the state sharing grant money 
aimed at fostering an interest in science 
starting as early as kindergarten.

“We hope to bring exposure to sci-
ence equipment, ideas and skills to 
those younger students,” said Nugent, 
adding that the grant pays for some 
supplies that would be used in the 
classrooms.

“We’ll use a more hands-on inquiry 
method with a lot of demonstration,” 
said Gately. “Inquiry pushes the curios-
ity of children, and it pushes children 
to use science equipment and not be 
afraid of it.”

According to Dr. Jennifer A. Smith, 
director of curriculum, instruction and 
assessment for the city’s public schools, 
Methuen is always trying to increase the 
amount of time devoted to science. The 

A group of Methuen teachers has received a National Science Foundation fellowship to 
foster hands-on science learning in kindergarten through grade five. Shown are (from 
left) Timony School teachers Kristin Gallo, Renee Gately and Cynthia Nugent. Teachers 
Kathy Turmel and Lorraine Levinson (not pictured) will share their science expertise at 
CGS.                   Photo by Melissa Fili

Teachers aim to bring hands-on 
discovery to younger students

See SCIENCE, Page 47

978-682-7406

We offer years of 
experience and a 

Master Card - Visa - Discover WALK-INS WELCOME

We offer years of
experience and a
friendly relaxed

atmosphere.978-682-7406

Gift Certificates available

We carry a full line of
PAUL MITCHELL

products for college 
bound students

Clay is 
offering:

Gliselle is 
offering:

Elaine is 
offering:
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Lowell | Dracut | Chelmsford | Tyngsboro | Methuen – 978-452-5001 | 877-604-5328 | JDCU.comLowell | Dracut | Chelmsford | Tyngsboro | Methuen – 978-452-5001 | 877-604-5328 | JDCU.com

We are committed to helping you make smart financial choices.
We are Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union, your strength behind the shield. 

CAN YOU DEPOSIT A CHECK
WEARING YOUR PAJAMAS?

FEEL FREE.

FREE CHECKING FROM JEANNE D’ARC CREDIT UNION. 
FOR WHEN YOU WANT TO STAY CONNECTED, WITHOUT BEING TIED DOWN.
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A Vintage Rose
Flowers & Gifts

•Gourmet Chocolates
•Weaths •Kissing Balls

•Boxwood Trees
•Candles & Soaps

•Fresh & Silk Floral
Arrangements & Plants

•Personal Gift Ideas
•Gourmet Food Baskets
•Seasonal Gift Ideas for 

Hostess and Corporate Gifts
Call Ahead for Special Arrangements

Personal service in this quaint
little �owers and gi� shop
in the heart of Methuen.

Candy and Gourmet
 Chocolate Arrangements

“Don’t Drivevev Any Faster Than Your Guardian Angel Can Fly”

MONTHLY CLASSES
• AFTERNOONS • EVENINGS
• 1 WEEK ACCELERATED CLASS

300 Merrimack St., Methuen
(Above Piro’s Bakery)

978-975-5334 (fax) 978-689-4914

Carol A. Wells
Office Manager

mswells@methuenautoschool.com

John J. Cavaretta
Owner

john@methuenautoschool.com

License Service
Available

GUEST
SPEAKERS

RAISING MONEY WITH STYLE!
PIT-BULL FANS, UNITE!

9
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• Murano Glass

• Linx & More • Custom Designs

• Special Orders Available

• Free Layaway

Present this Coupon to

RECEIVE THE 4TH
CHAMILIA CHARM FREE

when you purchase 3 Chamilia charms.
MethuenLife. Expires 12/24/2009

JUST 15 MINUTES from METHUEN!

Linx & More Charms

and Lockets

Chamilia Bracelets

and Charms

Chamilia Snow Globes

Methuen Santa Parade

Route 110, Methuen • 978-688-5021

• Serving Breakfast, Lunch 
   & Dinner Tuesday-Sunday
• Special Occasion  Functions
• Mercy Meals 7 Days a Week
• Showers
• Rehearsal Dinners

Home Style Atmosphere
For Our Guests 60 Years and Older

Breakfast - Tuesday Through Saturday

Our regular menu is always available for takeout www.jacksonsrestaurantltd.com 

A Pajama 
Party
Every Sunday 
Morning
8-11:30am

Kids 12 and 
under wearing 
their jammies
EAT for FREE !!

          Featuring: The Lone Star Band
Old Country, New Country, Good Old Rock ‘N Roll
            
              Saturday, October 30, 2010
                   7 pm Buffet Dinners
               8 pm Music and Dancing

Come as you are or come in disguise
The judges will decide who 
gets the prize!!

$37.50 per person
   Reservations Required

Wednesdays 
4 to closing

Kids 12 and under 

EAT FREE
from the kids 

menu only

from the kids menu only

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

For years, young people solemnly 
worked away to improve their grades at the 
Huntington Learning Center. These days, 
well, the mood is a lot lighter.

The quiet studying has been replaced 
with squeals of laughter and encouraging 
martial-arts commands.

Steve and Kristen Dionne have opened 
Dionne’s Karate and Ready, Set, Go Kids 
Fitness at the former Huntington site next 

to Heav’nly Donuts. Now in their ninth 
year, the couple relocated the two busi-
nesses from Lawrence.

“I really like the people of Methuen; 
they’re independent. Everyone we’ve spo-
ken to on the phone is excited we’re here. 
We’re getting a lot of positive feedback,” 
said Steve. “This plaza is excellent. We’ve 
never had such a great open house.”

Their open house on Sept. 11 brought in 
dozens of people to tour the 3,200-square-
foot facility that includes the karate dojo, 
fitness area, waiting/viewing area and of-
fice.

Sensei Steve, a fourth-degree black belt 
in the Uechi Ryu Okinawa style karate, 
continues to study under well-known Buzz 
Durkin and imparts his knowledge to the 
next generation.

“We do a lot of character building as 
part of the martial arts,” said Steve, as a 
group of brown and black belts ages 8 to 
15 gathered for class. “We do low kicks and 
a lot of circle blocks like in ‘Karate Kid.’ 
We also do conditioning and traditional 
sparring.”

Meanwhile, on the other side of the 
dojo, the room is abuzz with gymnastics, 
cheerleading, parent-tot classes and sports 
classes where youngsters 3½ to 5 years old 
are taught the basics of football, baseball, 
basketball, etc.

College sophomore Becky Enos in-

Her hair not quite caught up with her body, 
Madelyn Zugell, 6, lands on the inflatable 
trampoline. Instructor Becky Enos is off to 
the side watching carefully.

Sensei Steve Dionne works with Timony Grammar School student Steven Beaupre, 11, on his 
kicks.            Photos by Steve Whipple

structs gymnastics and cheerleading, while 
Kristine leads the parent-tot classes that 
include a parachute, rings, tumbling and an 
air-blown (no steel springs) trampoline.

The facility is open Monday through 

Thursday from 9 am to 7 pm; Friday, 9-2; 
and Saturday, 9-12. 

They host birthday parties where super-
vised kids can use the equipment then enjoy 
cake and ice cream.
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around Methuen around Methuen around Methuen

Thursday, November 11
2nd Annual 

Veterans Day Breakfast
Come Join Ron Marsan for a

FREE BREAKFAST
FOR ALL VETERANS

• 2 Eggs • Homefries • Toast • Coffee

The Country Kitchen 
11 Hampshire St., Methuen Square

- Certified, Experienced Instructors
- Ages 3 to Adult, All Ability Levels
- Figure, Hockey & Tots Programs

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE INFORMATION!
www.NortheastISC.com 978-478-5213

LEARN HOW TO ICE SKATE!
U.S. Figure Skating Certified Program

NEWSESSIONBEGINNINGNOV. 3RD

Classes Held in Two Convenient Locations
HaverhillValley Forum (Ward Hill) & Lawrence Valley Forum

Learn to Skate Classes OfferedWednesdays 6:10pm, Thursdays 6:10pm
&Saturdays 12:10pm.Weekday Tiny Tots Classes Also Available!

On-Going Enrollment / Pro-Rated / Call & Join Today!

Political debates
airing on MCTV

Methuen Community Television will air two 
political debates where local candidates will go 
head-to-head on the issues.

On Oct. 12, state representative candidates 
for Methuen's 15th Essex District will join 
MCTV and MethuenLife for a live forum at 
6:30 pm on Comcast 22 and Verizon 33. Mod-
erator Seth Graham will lead the 90-minute 
discussion with the candidates. If you have a 
question you'd like to have asked, please submit 
it to info@methuentv.org by Oct. 9.

On Oct. 18, Mann Orchards will host the 5th 
Congressional District debate with Democrat 
Niki Tsongas and Republican challenger Jon 
Golnik. While the event will air live on the In-
ternet at 7:30 pm, there will be repeat cablecasts 
on MCTV Comcast 22 and Verizon 33 on Oct. 
19 at 9 pm and Oct. 20 at 12:30 pm.

Election Day is Nov. 2.

Fire, police
host open houses

Methuen’s fire and police departments are 
joining forces Oct. 9 and holding their open 
houses simultaneously from 10 am to 2 pm.

At the Central Fire Station, there will be free 
pizza and soda, giveaways and demonstrations 
like the Jaws of Life. Climb on the fire trucks, 
sit inside the ambulance, and meet the men and 
women who keep our city safe.

At the Quinn Building, located a short walk 
away, members of police force will serve free 
hot dogs, chips and refreshments. Visitors can 
check out the department’s fleet of cruisers, mo-
torcycles and ATVs; watch a canine demonstra-
tion and tour the police station. Child fingerprint 
and DNA ID kits will be handed out to parents. 
For any questions about the police tour, contact 
Sgt. Gunter at (978) 983-8792.

Costumed kids 
headed your way!

The City of Methuen has announced that 
Halloween trick-or-treating will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 31 from 5 to 7pm.

 
Irises, compost 

up for discussion
Though summer is behind us, the Methuen 

Garden Club is always thinking about the next 
growing season.

On Oct. 6, Linda Corapi presents “Irises in 
the Garden.” Enjoy three slide presentations 
showing over 90 irises and many perennials 
through the spring, summer and fall seasons. 
Irises will be available for sale.

On Nov. 3, club member Dick Wilson will 
lead a discussion on “Composting Methods.” 
He will address the importance of amending 
your soil annually. All members will be invited 
to share their composting tips.

Garden Club meetings are held at 7 pm at 
Nevins Memorial Library, 305 Broadway. New 
members are always welcome. If interested in 
joining the club, contact Vice President Linda 
Yuele at denlinyuele@comcast.net or (978) 
687-9892. Visit www.methuengardenclub.org 
for more info.

 
Fall Festival 

at Grey Court Park
Residents are invited to the annual Fall 

Festival at Grey Court Park (located behind 
Methuen City Hall) on Oct. 23 from noon to 3 
pm. Sponsored by the Recreation Department, 
the Youth Commission and Mayor William 
Manzi, the event will include a Halloween cos-
tume contest with prizes for different categories; 
face painting; pony rides; spooky story time; hot 
dogs and drinks; free popcorn; a balloon artist 
and pumpkin decorating. Free admission. Rain 
date is Oct. 24. 

 
‘Travels’ exhibit 
wants your art!

Talented local artists are invited to join 
together to showcase their artwork at the 9th an-
nual Art at the Library Art Exhibit and Sale. 

The Methuen-based Arts Institute Group of 
the Merrimack Valley (AIGMV) is hosting its 
annual Fine Art and Fine Crafts Art Exhibit and 
Sale from Oct. 27 to Nov. 6 at Nevins Memorial 
Library’s Great Hall, 305 Broadway, Methuen. 
This year’s art show theme is “Travels.” The art 
exhibit is open to the public Monday through 
Thursday, 10 am to 8 pm and Friday and Satur-
day, 10 am to 4 pm. An artists reception will be 
held Oct. 28 from 6:30 to 8 pm at the library.

AIGMV welcomes members and non-mem-
bers working in the following mediums to 

participate – oil, watercolor, acrylic, pastel, 
photography, pen/ink, mixed media as well 
as original fine artisan crafts, which include, 
but are not limited to wood working, beading, 
ceramics, glass, metal and sculpture. Fine craft 
submissions will be juried at Nevins Memorial 
Library’s Great Hall on Oct. 7 from 6:30 to 8 
pm. Artwork registration deadline is Oct. 14 for 
inclusion in the art exhibit program. An entry 
fee is required for artwork. New members are 
welcome.

The Arts Institute Group of the Merrimack 
Valley is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
promoting the arts in the area. For more in-
formation or an application, please visit www.
artsinstitutegroup.org or contact Gail Fuller 
(617) 510-5742 or Pattie Beaulieu (603) 490-
6531.

  
Self-defense 
for women

A free Women’s Self-Defense Course will 
be held Oct. 14, 21 and 28 from 7 to 8 pm at the 
Methuen YMCA, 129 Haverhill St., Methuen. 
Learn the fundamentals of personal safety and 
self-protection while also gaining a sense of 
empowerment in this three-part course.

To register or learn more, contact the 
Methuen YMCA at (978) 683-5266.

 
‘Pink chocolate’ 

helps good cause
Once again, Edible Arrangements on East 

Street in Methuen is offering a special promo-
tion during Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

In October, 10 percent of all proceeds from 
the Breast Cancer Awareness Line will go 
directly to breast-cancer research. Prices range 
from $35 for a box of pink berries to $59 for 
the Awareness Celebration (pineapples, grapes, 
honeydew, cantaloupe, and strawberries hand 
dipped in pink chocolate). The Methuen store 
is responsible for creating the “pink berry” 
– a dozen strawberries covered in pink gourmet 
chocolate – and now these arrangements are 
sold in over 900 locations nationwide.

Additionally, from Oct. 17 to 24 the Methuen 
store is selling its 12-count boxes of dipped fruit 
for $10. Those boxes typically sell for $25.

To find out more, contact Edible Arrange-
ments at (978) 688-8117.

 
Ranger Band Fest 

is Oct. 10
If you love the sound of a great high school 

marching band, then be sure to attend the 2010 
Methuen Ranger Band Fest. The event, held 
Oct. 10 at Nicholson Stadium, starts at 1 pm 
and features several high school and college 
marching bands. For info, visit www.methuen-
rangerband.org or contact president@methuen-
rangerband.org.

 
Recycle it all
in 1 container

Going green just got easier!
The city of Methuen has started Single 

Stream Recycling. Residents no longer have 
to sort paper, plastic and cans. All items can be 
placed in the same container and left on the curb 
for pick-up.

Mayor William Manzi says that this new 
citywide program will save money and encour-
age more people to recycle by simplifying the 
process.  

“Citizens have been asking us to do this for 
years,” he stated in a press release. “Now that 
the recycling company is equipped to handle 
Single Stream, we are ready to move full speed 
ahead with this program.”

Residents can continue to use the same blue 
recycling bins that they already use. They are 
also free to use a regular trash container as long 
as the container is marked with a blue “Single 
Stream” sticker. The stickers are available at 
City Hall, the Town Yard and the Transfer Sta-
tion. Recycling is for paper, bottles and cans. 
Regular trash will still need to be separated. 

It’s OK to toss these items into your recy-
cling bin:

Paper: catalogues, magazines, phone books, 
newspapers with inserts, flattened cardboard 
boxes, all mail and paperback books, paper, 
paper bags, paperboard, (no soiled paper or 
pizza boxes).

Glass: bottles and jars (rinse and remove 
lids/corks).

Metal: food/beverage cans, aluminum foil/
pans, (no paint or aerosol cans).

Plastic: bottles/jars marked 1 through 7, as 
well as milk and juice cartons.
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• Blood drive: Oct. 1, 1 to 6 pm at the
Methuen YMCA, 129 Haverhill St. Call
1-800-GIVELIFE to schedule an appoint-
ment.
• Blessing of the Animals, Oct. 3,
9:30am at Grey Court Park in Methuen
(behind City Hall). Bring your well-be-
haved animals, live and stuffed, or even
pictures of animal friends who can't join
the fun to Methuen's picturesque park
for a blessing by St. Andrew's pastor, the
Rev. Joseph Wilkes. Anyone who wishes
to sit during the service is encouraged to
bring a lawn chair or blanket. Refresh-

ments to follow. In the case of inclem-
ent weather, please check the church
voicemail (978.689.0463) for alternate
arrangements.
• BrickMan Triathlon Oct. 3, 8 am in
Lawrence. Start time is 8:00 a.m. The
swim will be a 250-yard serpentine course
in the Lawrence YMCA pool. The bike
will consist of 3 loops of a 3.4-mile bike
route. The run is 4.5 loops around the
Campagnone Common providing many
opportunities for your fans to cheer
you on. To register, go to www.active.
com. Runners must be a minimum of
18 years old on race day. All proceeds
from the triathlon benefit the Merrimack
Valley YMCA and Habitat for Humanity.
• St. Mary's High School in Lawrence, 
Class of 1960 is planning their 50th
reunion, to be held Oct. 3 at the el-
egant Seaglass Restaurant at Salisbury

Beach. Organizers are looking for con-
tact information on classmates, so e-mail
smhs1960@verizon.net or call (978) 686-
2115 for further details about the reunion.
• Trot for Special Tots 5K Road Race 
& Walk: Oct. 3 at The Professional Cen-
ter for Child Development, 32 Osgood
St., Andover. Check-in/registration at 9
am. Racers take off first at 10 am, then
walker, following the 3.1-mile fast, flat
course along residential streets. Costume
parade and cookout for participants. Entry
fee for race is $25 before Sept. 20, $30
after or $20 online. Entry fee for walk is
$15 before Sept. 20, $20 after or $10
online. To register: (978) 475-3806 ext.
222 or www.theprofessionalcenter.org. All
proceeds benefit The Professional Center
for Child Development, which has served
children of all abilities – including typi-
cally developing toddlers, children with

developmental delays and children with
complex health care needs – throughout
northeast Massachusetts and southern
New Hampshire for nearly 40 years.
• In honor of National Coming Out Day
(Oct. 11): Northern Essex Community
College’s Gay Straight Alliance Club, in
collaboration with the Haverhill Unitar-
ian\Universalist Church, will show the
2007 documentary “For the Bible Tells Me
So” on Oct. 7, 6:30 pm at the Technology
Center, Haverhill. The film focuses on ho-
mosexuality and its perceived conflict with
religion, as well as various interpretations
of what the Bible says about same-sex
sexuality and interviews with various reli-
gious parents on their experiences raising
homosexual children. Free, and the film
will be followed by a discussion. The film

Continued on page 51

CALENDAR

METHUEN CUSTOM WOODCRAFT
Bruce Whipple 978-204-3278

Items are not mass-produced. Each item is crafted with quality materials and close 
attention to detail. Photographs are taken during the creation of your furniture

AS UNIQUE AND PRICELESS AS THE DRAWINGS ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR

Like your kids’ artwork, all of our hand-built 
wooden furniture is special and unique 

Sturdy Cedar Lined Hope Chest 
(Cute girl not included) 

Bookcases built from Maple, 
Oak or Pine. Finished 

or Unfinished.

Finished or 
Unfinished

We can build other pieces. Call to discuss your request.

For more photos visit www.methuencustomwoodcraft.com

Custom Made Hallway Trees add Style and Storage to Your Home

Items are not mass-produced. Each item is crafted with quality materials and close 

Cherry Tables • 16-inch square
Inlaid with Marble, Tile or Granite 

Stained or Painted • Several Available or 
Built to Order • Call for Pricing

GET LISTED
To have an upcoming event listed in 
MethuenLife’s calendar, send info to 
Melissa@MethuenLife.com or call 

(978) 682-4777.

Science, continued from page 43

younger children have a “very hands-
on” science block at least two days a 
week, while fifth- to eighth-graders have 
science every day.

“It’s always a squeeze trying to get 
everything into the school day. In the 
earliest grades, the focus has to be on 
literacy and math as those are funda-
mental skills,” says Smith. “We are look-
ing forward to having (these five educa-

tors) work with the teachers. Their role is 
to bring back what they’re learning and 
help with professional development.”

 The science teachers will work with 
the homeroom teachers so that the 
science lessons are an enhancement 
to the curriculum, said Gallo. For ex-
ample, first-graders who are learning 
about weather can make their own ther-
mometers and discover how to record 

temperatures. Last year, fourth-graders 
studying ecosystems went with Nugent 
to a nearby pond where they took water 
samples and used microscopes to ex-
amine life forms.   

The Timony teachers say they have 
already reached out to their peers to get 
the ball rolling.

“We can model a lesson, do a work-
shop, give them ideas to develop a les-

son and offer support,” said Nugent.
The five teachers qualified for the 

Fulcrum fellowships following a year-
and-a-half-long science inquiry program 
taken through Tufts, where their own 
levels of curiosity and understanding 
were tested and they learned how to 
share this teaching method with fellow 
educators.

“We learn by doing,” said Gately.
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Listen to 
Bruce Every 
Monday thru 
Friday from 
9am to 2pm.

CONGRATULATIONS, BRUCE!
Pat Costa and the Staff at 
Costa-Eagle Broadcasting 

Congratulate Legendary Bruce Arnold 
on his Half Century of Broadcasting. 

The Familar Voice of Methuen was 
inducted into the Massachusetts 

Broadcasters Hall of Fame Sept. 16, 2010.

Thanks for Helping to Make WCCM AM-1110 the Merrimack Valley’s 
Favorite AM Radio Station!

Listen Online at www.1110wccmam.com
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Learn ways to cut down on your fuel 
bill by discussing some problem areas 
with an energy consultant on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 at 11 am. 

By Sue Foster
MethuenLife Writer

So much to do at our Senior Center!

Charles F. Dewhirst
Funeral and       

Cremation Care

Albert A. Abdallah, Richard C. Dewhirst
Sarah A. Stopyra

Visit us online at 
www.dewhirstfuneral.com

978-687-1333

Only 6 Luxury Homes sit atop the dune 
at 406 North End Blvd., Salisbury, MA

Direct ocean front building with each 
home offering over 2,000 square feet of 
luxurious living space with 400 square 
feet wraparound balconies.

3 Spacious Bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths.
A lavish master suite with an 8x10 

walk-in closet, whirlpool tub and separate 
shower.

Kitchen features granite counters with 
stainless steel appliances including stove, 

Marketed by Properties Unlimited
603-890-4095 / 978-686-0408 • www.oceanclubcondosalisburyma.com

refrigerator, dishwasher and microwave.
Baths feature ceramic tile and granite counters.
Washer and Dryer in each home.
Each home offers hardwood, ceramic tile and plush 

carpet flooring.
Central Air Conditioning and Central Vacuum.
The building offers elevator service from the parking 

level to all living levels.  There is covered parking for 2 
cars per residence, as well as a guest parking spot.

Now starting at $689,900

The fall season is bursting with many activi-
ties at the Senior Activity Center located at 77 
Lowell St. in this great city of Methuen.

Perhaps you have driven by the center and 
thought about stopping, but continued on your 
way to save it for another day.

We offer many fun and exciting trips
We offer ways of staying healthy through 

exercise.
We offer many different classes to try out 

new talents.
We offer many discussions on health and 

well-being.
We offer intergenerational programs.
We offer volunteer opportunities.
We offer a daily lunch program.
Most of all, we offer and extend friendship 

to all.
Come by, see what we are about, take a tour 

and you make the decision. You'll be glad you 
did!

We do not have a "membership" here. Come 
in and sign up for a semester (10 weeks) of 
classes, or pay as you go for all of our exercise 
classes.

The center is here to enrich your life in 
many different ways! Groups are welcome to 
use rooms here for meetings and other gather-
ings. Planning a reunion or other occasion? 
Meet here! Give us a call or stop by ... we're 
looking forward to seeing you!

The center is open Monday through Thurs-
day, 8 am to 4 pm and Friday, 8 am to 12:30 
pm.

Thank you!
The Happy Hearts Chorus wishes to thank 

the public for coming out and seeing last 
month’s production of " The Sounds of Disney." 
A big thank-you goes out to our emcees for the 
event: Michele Houle and Seth Graham from 

Methuen's own MCTV 22!
If you enjoy singing and want to have 

fun with a great bunch of folks, rehearsals 
are held at the center Thursdays from 12:30 

to 2:30 pm. The Happy Hearts will be in full 
holiday swing as we prepare for the Christmas 

season.

Lunch Bunch news
Mark your calendars: On Tuesday, Nov. 9,  

we will travel to the Chateau in Andover for 
lunch. On the menu for the day is choice of 
chicken parmesan with penne, lasagna and egg-
plant cutlet parmesan with meatball or Haddock 
St. Germaine (haddock casserole with cream 
and Swiss cheese) served with Rice Florentine. 
Included are garden salad with house Italian 
dressing or cup of soup of the day, ice cream 
cake roll with hot fudge and whipped cream 
or chocolate mousse. Cost is $17 per person, 
all inclusive. To sign up, call the main office at 
(978) 983-8825

Young join the fun
The Adopt-A-Grandparent Program has 

started for the ninth year at the center. Students 
from Methuen High School come to the center 
to share friendship, play cards, pool, shuffle-
board or talk about the day’s events. Come on 
down and have a great afternoon with great 
kids. When we look at the eyes of a child, it's the 
eyes of the past greeting the eyes of the future!

Come and be a part of a young adult’s future 
We all have something to offer each other. This 
program is held every Wednesday from 2:15 to 
3:30 pm.

Did you know?
We do not have our own transportation 

services here at the Methuen Senior Center, 
however the City of Methuen contracts with the 
Merrimack Valley Transit Authority (MVRTA) 
for public transportation. Financial assistance is 
available to purchase ticket books for half-price 
for the EZ Services through a special Commu-
nity Development Block Grant. MVRTA mini-
buses will pick you up at the curb after you have 
called to make a reservation.

If you are 60 years and over or are disabled, 
consider applying for this program. A one-page 
application can be completed in less than 5 

minutes to save you hundreds of dollars toward 
the coupon books. Call us at (978) 983-8825 for 
more details about income eligibility.

Public meeting
A public meeting will be held at the cen-

ter Oct. 6 at 6 pm to discuss the city's Social 
Services Grant administered by the Methuen 
Department of Community Development. All 
are welcome.

Office hours
The following hold office hours at the center 

every month:
State Rep. Linda Dean Campbell: every 

Friday, 11 am to noon.
Methuen Veterans Agent Tom Harg-

reaves: third Wednesday of the month, 10 to 
11:30 am.

Attorney Karol Bisbee: third Wednesday 
of the month, by appointment.

Lois Marra, Merrimack Valley Hospice 
Bereavement counselor: fourth Tuesday of the 
month, 10:45 am.

Dr. Mendazoon, foot doctor: third Tues-
day, appointment needed.

Coming up
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing: Oct. 2, 
7:30 to 11 pm, featuring the band Boots and Co. 
$8 per person. 
• Chronic Pain Management Class 4 of 6. 
Oct. 4.
• TRIAD Senior Safety Program will be host-
ing a " Yellow Dot " File of Life and "Is Your 
Number Up" program on Oct. 5, 9 to 11 am. 
Come down and get valuable information in 
case of emergencies.
• Fuel Assistance and other senior 
programs: Wednesday, Oct. 6, 10:30 am. Join 
state Rep. Barbara L'Italien , Linda Soucy, 
National Grid and Baystate Gas for this infor-
mational. Open to the public.
• Dance: Wednesday, Oct. 6, 1 to 3 pm. Jason 
McCollin is back by popular demand! Come 
and dance the afternoon away to your favorite 
country music. Refreshments will be served. 
Free. Sponsored by Senior Whole Health.
• Ice Cream Social sponsored by Mayor Manzi 
on Tuesday, Oct. 12, 1 to 3 pm. Music by Dick 
Arsenault.

• Breakfast hosted by state Rep. Linda Dean 
Campbell, Saturday, Oct. 16, 8 to 10 am.
• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing, Oct. 16, 
7:30 to 11 pm, featuring the music of the Enter-
tainers. $8 per person.
• Elder Services of the Merrimack Valley 
Generation to Generation Walk: Sunday, Oct. 
17. Join ESMV for a great community fund-
raiser and help make a difference in the life of an 
elder, special to YOU! The G2G Walkabout is 
a leisurely walk winding around the Riverwalk 
Complex in Lawrence. This newly revamped 
walk will combine the successful aspects of past 
events with a new approach: anyone, at any age, 
can participate! Bring all generations of loved 
ones to enjoy a day filled with lots of family 
activities, music, great raffles and refreshments. 
Free tees to walkers with $100 in donations. 
Registration is free. Call (800) 892-0890 or e-
mail walkabout@esmv.org for more info.
• Chronic Pain Management course, Class 5 
of 6, Monday, Oct. 18.
• Coffee Time: Coffee Hour sponsored by Phil 
Lahey, candidate for state representative, Tues-
day, Oct. 19, 9:30 to 11 am.
• Foot Care Clinic, Tuesday, Oct. 19 at 1 pm by 
appointment. To book yours, please call (978) 
983-8825.
• The State 911 Department is coming Thurs-
day, Oct. 21 at 10:45 am to talk about an excit-
ing program that could benefit you or a family 
member. It is a Massachusetts Equipment Dis-
tribution Program referred to as MassEDP. The 
program provides residents with a permanent 
disability access to the telephone network in 
their homes. By offering specialized telephones 
for free or a reduced cost, depending on income, 
this program fosters independence, empower-
ment and access to emergency services. See 
sampling of phones available and receive ap-
plications to the program.
• Halloween Luncheon Social, Thursday, 
Oct. 21, 12:30 to 3:30 pm. Hosted by the 
Methuen Activity Center staff. Meal by Borelli's 
includes chicken parmesan, ziti, green beans, 
bread, butter and cake. $10 per person. Music 
provided by Dick Arsenault. Come dressed in 
costume and have a spook-tac-ular good time!
• State Rep. Barbara L'Italien or a staff mem-
ber will hold office hours Friday, Oct. 22, 10:30 

See SENIOR, Page 53
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Your AAA Travel Agent will be able to 
secure the best possible air prices for you.

Log on to AAA.com/travel or call 1-800-696-7630

Cruise to the Eastern Caribbean with 
AAA Merrimack Valley during your 

School Break 2011. 
Royal Caribbean’s fabulous new cruise ship the 
Allure of the Seas will sail from Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

on April 17, returning April 24, 2011.

Prices from $1569 pp/dbl cruise only/inside stateroom
Call for details

carousel in our Boardwalk neighbor-
hood, spend some quiet time in our 
adults-only Solarium, and let the kids’ 
imaginations run wild in the Youth 
Zone. You have to see it to believe it!

� e revolutionary design of 
Allure of the Seas will fi ll your 
days at sea with wonder. Wake 
to two-story ocean views in one 
of the contemporary Loft Suites, 
hop onto a classic, full-sized 

By Steve Whipple
MethuenLife Writer

When he was Methuen’s school safety 
officer, “Officer Al” Torrisi met thousands 
of youngsters that made good impressions 
upon him. And vice versa.

Now that he’s retired, you’d think those 
days are over. You’d be wrong. 

He recently became friends with a 
young man with a talent that both fellows 
want to share.

Michael Karl, 11, has a fascination with 
vehicles that he’s able to transfer to paper, 
mostly from memory. 

Asperger Syndrome is a type of autism 
where a person develops intense interests. 
Since a young age, says his dad Warren, 
Michael has been highly focused on fans, 
spinning objects and vehicles.

So when Al rolled through Methuen 
Square in his 1937 Jaguar S100 reproduc-
tion – with its shiny wire wheels spinning 
away – Warren just had to get involved.

“I saw (Al) driving and I know Michael 
and cars, so I knew he’s be drawn to this,” 
explained Warren. “So I said, ‘My son 

Kid’s stunning vehicle art 
is a gift from the heart

Michael Karl, 11, holds the illustration he drew of “Officer Al” Torrisi’s reproduction 1937 Jaguar. He drew the car from memory, as he has 
done with many other vehicles.See ART, Page 51

QUICK & TASTY MEALS

www.thwaitesmarket.com

Thwaites meats on the grill 

•  Sausages - Italian Sweet & Hot, 
   Pork & Tomato Bangers, and more 
•  Kielbasa  •  Marinated Chicken 
•  Marinated Tips  •  Steaks - Sirloin, 
   Tenderloin, Delmonic  
•  Hamburg - Chuck & Lean 
•  Essem Hotdogs

Don’t forget the Thwaites 
Made  Potato Salad, 
Coleslaw, Macaroni 
Salad, Pasta Salad, 

Chicken & Ham Salad

QUALITY FRESH MEATS... Old Fashioned Service

CALL AHEAD FOR LARGE ORDERS 
Gatherings - Cookouts - Holidays

33 Varieties 
of Pot Pies

FAll/Winter Season is 
Corned Beef Season

Order Now!

Fall is still the Grilling Season for Sports Events, Tailgaters

Every Season is Pork Pie Season
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would love to see this car. Would you mind coming 
back to the house?’ Al came and Michael said, ‘Wow!’ 
He loved the car.”

After Michael had studied the car, Al drove off to do 
whatever it is that retired cops do.

Says Al, “Warren called me a couple weeks later and 
said, ‘Come back over. Michael has something for you.’ 
I was amazed.”

Michael had drawn a very detailed picture of the 
car, which he proudly presented to his new Jag-driving 
friend.

“Everything has to be perfect in his world. The 
amount of detail he puts into the drawings is incredible. 
He’ll spend hours on each drawing,” said his dad.

When Al arrived at their house for a second visit, 
Michael critiqued his own sketch, annoyed that he was 
off slightly with the hood color.

The Karls live within walking distance of city hall, 
so Michael locked his sights on the city vehicles parked 
there, as well as the rigs used for road repairs and at the 
schools.

He began drawing them and presenting them as gifts 
to city officials.

“I just think how nice it would be to be giving them 
to the town,” explained Michael, a sixth-grader in the 
Tenney Grammar School’s “Fast Forward” program for 
advanced studies. “I don’t expect anything back. You 
shouldn’t be rewarded for doing a good deed.”

Methuen DPW Director Ray DiFiore will soon dis-
play five of Michael’s drawings in a new frame in his 

Art, continued from page 50

©2010 Edible Arrangements, LLC. Containers may vary. Delivery not available in all areas. Available in a variety of sizes. Franchises available; call 1-888-727-4258 or visit eafranchise.com.

Give your clients a fresh perspective.

Job Well Done Bouquet® with dipped strawberries and dipped bananas, Welcome
Aboard Bouqet®, Chocolate Dipped Strawberries with mixed toppings

Edible Arrangements® fresh fruit bouquets are perfect for any occasion.
Available for pickup or delivery nationwide 7 days a week.

Happiness is always in season.®

Offer valid on select products. Cannot be combined with
any other offers. Offer code must be used when placing
the order. Offer expires xx/xx/xx Code: XXXX0000

SAVE $5
on your next order

Call or visit the location nearest you:

City 000-000-0000
City 000-000-0000
City 000-000-0000
City 000-000-0000
City 000-000-0000
City 000-000-0000

EdibleArrangements.com

Customer

Appreciation Week 

is October 17th - 24th 

- Boxes of dipped fruit 

are ONLY $10 that week 

only! That is a 

$15 savings!

Methuen 167 East Street						978-688-8117
Haverhill 308 Main Street 978-372-0202
Tewksbury	 1768 Main Street 978-851-3265

Visit us and

SAVE $5
Offer valid on select products. Cannot be combined

with any other offers. Offer code must be
used when placing the order.

Offer expires 10/31/10. Coupon code is mlif1010

Michael Karl, 11, has Asperger Syndrome which produces an 
intense interest in objects such as the 1937 Jaguar S100 replica 
owned by Methuen’s retired school safety officer Al Torrisi. Mi-
chael presented Officer Al with the sketch, which is kept in the 
car and displayed. Photos by Steve Whipple

Michael Karl drew these five city trucks – three Ford F150s, a 
GMC pickup and a Mack dump truck – mostly from memory. 
The illustrations will soon be framed in Methuen DPW Direc-
tor Ray DiFiore’s office.

office. The drawings of five city trucks – three Ford F150s, a 
GMC pickup and a Mack dumptruck – are colored accurately 
and feature City of Methuen logos on the doors, photocopied 
to scale and adhered.

“The kid is amazing; the detail is incredible,” said Ray, 
studying the display of illustrations. “Look, he even has the 
cutouts for the brakes in the wheels, and he put a shadow 
inside the wheelwell of the dump truck to show the other two 
wheels.”

Ray pointed out that Michael had not overlooked the hy-
draulic lines that run between the truck’s cab and dump body, 
nor the hooks that hang beneath the rear bumper that are used 

to secure the compressor that is towed.
Not only can Michael recite the make and model of each 

city vehicle, but also their official number. The green Bronco 
is number one.

Michael says the feedback he gets is reward enough.
“When I hear, ‘What a really nice job! We appreciate it!’ 

it makes me feel good that I helped somebody and did some-
thing good,” he said.

Michael said when he grows up he wants to be a graphic 
artist or an artist, drawing pictures for people.

He’ll likely have a chauffeur ... in a reproduction Jaguar.

Calendar, continued from page 47

premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival.
• Paranormal Investigation: Oct. 15 at the Tenney 
Gate House, Pleasant St., to benefit the Methuen His-
torical Society. At 6 pm, there’s a Meet & Greet with 
paranormal experts from “Ghost Hunters,” “Ghost 
Hunters International” and “Research: Paranormal” in-
cluding Ce Ce The Huntress. From 9 pm to 2 
am, learn how to conduct a proper paranormal 
investigation and possibly encounter spirits from 
the past. Tickets: $60. Info: HTTP://gatehouseGH.
eventbrite.com or Mike Roberts, (910) 231-1683.   
• 4th annual Fall Craft Fair, sponsored by St. 
Lucy Sodality, is set for Oct. 16, 9 am to 3 pm 
at St. Lucy Church Hall, 254 Merrimack St. As-
sortment of homemade craft Items, bakery sale, 
free drawing. Refreshments will be available. 
• "It’s Better with a Band" starring Sylvia Greenberg 
singing Styne, Herman, Gershwin, Porter, Mercer 
and more. She’s performing with the Doug Ham-
mer Band on Oct. 16 at 8 pm at Nevins Memorial 
Library. Tickets: $25. Reservations: (978) 373-5083. 
• Methuen High School Class of 1980 30th Re-
union: Oct. 22, 7 pm to midnight at Chester's at Bell 
Tower Mills, 60 Island St., Lawrence. Prepaid tickets 
are $30 to MHS 1980, PO Box 124, Methuen, MA 
01844. Last day to buy tickets is Oct. 15. To pay 
online or for more info, visit www.kigalidesigns.com/
MHS1980.html. Questions? E-mail lori@luvtasing.
com.
• Methuen Memorial Music Hall concert: Oct. 22, 
192 Broadway, featuring Paul Jacobs on the Great 
Organ. Doors open at 7:30 pm. Adults, $20; children, 
$5. 
• Fall Festival: Oct. 23, 3 to 6 pm at the Methuen branch 
of the YMCA, 129 Haverhill St. Carnival games, fami-
ly activities and “Trunk-or-Treat.” Costumes welcome. 
$4 per child for Y families; $6 per child for community. 
• "Taste of Autumn" fund-raiser: Enjoy samples from 
local restaurants, auction and raffle items, and fun with 

friends, Oct. 26, 6 to 9 pm at Presentation of Mary Academy’s 
Dupre Center, Lawrence Street. This St. Monica’s School 
PTO fund-raiser is open to the public. Tickets: $25. Info: Jen 
Bower, (508) 954-7941 or jennifer.bower9@comcast.net. 
• Election Day: Nov. 2. Remember to vote!  
• Swap Soiree: Women’s clothing and accessory swap, 
to benefit the YWCA Domestic Violence Programs. De-
clutter your closet and trade in your unwanted clothes 
and accessories for new pieces. Nov. 4, 6:30 to 9 
pm at Chester’s, 60 Island St., Lawrence. $18 gen-

eral admission; $25 VIP (for early swapping). Raffles and 
free fashion advice from a professional wardrobe stylist.  
• Meat Raffle Bingo: Nov. 19 at Knights of Colum-
bus/Gaythorne Hall, 462 Broadway, Methuen, to benefit 
Methuen High School Ranger Band. Try a new twist on 
Bingo and play to win a holiday turkey, roast, ham and 
door prizes. Doors open at 6:30 pm. Games begin at 7 
pm. Admission: $2. Bring your own snacks, soda or water. 
Bar service available. Contact president@methuenranger-
band.org for more info.
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

      Lawrence      978-688-6182
      Haverhil l      978-521-5653
      Amesbury      978-388-4044
      No. Andover      978-794-8118
      Salem, NH      603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.COM

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
ATTORNEY MARK FORD

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani  * Peter Laudani Sr.  * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen     978-686-0372

   
    Insured
                Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

METHUEN
FAMILY DENTAL

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments        
     •Slipcovers •Cushions    

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com

Licensed
& Insured

General Contractor

29 Fulton St.(2nd floor)
Lawrence, MA 01841
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Senior, continued from page 49

Call today for the personal
service you deserve.603-635-3222 sales • 603-635-2574 auto body

Rte. 28 Corner of Old Bridge St. Pelham, NH 03076
www.salem66.com

Modern State of the Art Body Shop
Specializing in Collision Repair

Frame & Uni-body Straighting • Painting

SIGNS
PIN STRIPING
LETTERING

AIR BRUSHING

978-691-5869

TB Woekel Construction

•Roofing •Siding•Windows•Doors
•Kitchens•Baths•Additions•Decks

•Finish Carpentry
Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services

     Serving Mass. and NH     FREE ESTIMATES        

508-397-5991

For All Your Home Improvement Needs

“The Shop that defines Elegance & Refinement”

ALWAYS
BUYING & SELLING

306 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

978-683-3600
www.wgantiques.com

           Home Care Etc.
“Private care for the elderly in their home”
•24 Hour         •Live Ins         •Daily Care

        •Overnights     •Companions   •Respite
Best Rates in the Merrimack Valley

978-691-5949          978-375-4508

Stephen Alfano
 58 Rolling Ridge Ln. Methuen
 Business Phone 978-423-4949
 salfano@portraitefx.com ~www.PortraitEFX.com/MerrimackValley

“Expect the Exceptional”

• Proms • Senior Portraits • Preschool Portraits 
        • Youth Sports • High School • Special Events 

                   • Family Portraits 
     • much more 

   Methuen’s Hometown Photography Company

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.

“Discount DJ”
a.k.a. “Reeling in the Years” Mobile DJ Service

Hiring a DJ just too expensive?
Call me for a pleasant surprise! Never an OT Charge!

I have the experience and Guaranteed Lowest Price!

Mark Camasso 978-771-5455

Law Office of
ANDREA J. MANGANO

• Criminal Law
• Juvenile Criminal Law
• Personal Injury
• Family Law
• Landlord & Tenant

310 Merrimack St., Methuen
Phone: 978-691-5055      
Cell: 603-553-3830

385 C  S. BROADWAY
(NETTLES PLAZA)

SALEM, NH
800-509-0135

COBWEBCONSIGNMENT@HOTMAIL.COM

Hours: Wed. & Sat. 11-4
Thurs. & Fri. 11-6

           Home Care Etc.
“Private care for the elderly in their home”
•24 Hour         •Live Ins         •Daily Care

        •Overnights     •Companions   •Respite
Best Rates in the Merrimack Valley

978-691-5949          978-375-4508

8162

Pool Closings

ALL DAY
JUNK REMOVAL &

WHOLE HOUSE CLEAN OUT

978-361-5216
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Custom
Home Services

No Job Too Small

   Roofing & Repairs
     House Painting  

Seamless Gutters

Harold Russell
    603-382-4232 We Pressure Wash Anything!!

Landscaping & Contracting Co., Inc.
978-372-5554 ~ 800-834-5576

14 Carlida Road, Groveland, MA

William F. Dunn

•Landscape Design •Masonry
•Hydroseeding & Sod Lawns
•Tree & Stump Removal
•Irrigation Systems
•Demolition •Excavation
•Equipment Rentals
•Carpentry Work

Since 1980

Seasoned
Firewood
$265 

per cord

www.williamfdunn.com

We Can Ship Anywhere
Mail Your Holiday Packages From Here

OPEN 7 DAYS  10am to 5pm

20%
OFF

Any Antique Purchase
With this coupon. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers.  
Expires 11/14/10

226 Merrimack Street • Methuen
978-725-6500

to 11:30 am.
• Breakfast at the center Saturday, Oct. 23, 8 
to 10 am hosted by Sheriff Frank Cousins of 
Essex County.
• Pain Management Course’s final meeting 
is Oct. 25.
• Ice Cream Social on Tuesday, Oct. 26, 1 to 3 
pm hosted by state Rep. Linda Dean Campbell. 

Music provided by Chet Harnden.
• Methuen Fire Department is hosting a sup-
per Wednesday, Oct. 27, 4 to 6 pm. Come and 
enjoy good food, great conversation and friend-
ship with our firefighters where you will be 
treated to hot dogs and beans!
• Day trip to Foxwoods, Thursday, Oct. 28. 
$25 per person. Reservation is required.

• Saturday Night Ballroom Dancing on Oct. 
30, featuring the music of Pete Saran and New 
Life. Theme: Halloween! Dress in costume for a 
night of fun. 7:30 to 11 pm. $8 per person.
• Free breakfast on Sunday, Oct. 31, 8 to 10 
am, hosted by Phil Lahey, candidate for state 
representative.
• Healthy Aging and Diabetes Expo on 
Wednesday, Nov. 3, 9 to 11:30 am.
• Annual Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday, 

Nov. 6, 9 am to 3 pm.
• Veterans Coffee Time on Monday, Nov. 8, 
9:30 to 11 am.

Methuen Senior Center is located at 77 Lowell 
Street. Hours are Monday through Thursday, 8 
am to 4 pm and Friday, 8 am to 12:30 pm. Staff 
includes Executive Director Corinne LaCharite, 
Linda, Lynne and Sue. For more information on 
activities, trips or functions, call (978) 983-8825.
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Methuen Memorials

Finest quality personalized
memorials, as unique as the
lives they honor.
Custom-crafted and warranted
forever. Mausoleums and
estate memorials, traditional
and creative monuments,
cremation
memorials.

466 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA • www.rockofages.com

978-686-4312

Newly

Remodeled

State of the Art

Facility

  

St. Mary-Immaculate Conception Cemetery
29 Barker St., Lawrence

For information call Jim Jacobs at 978-682-8181
Hours: M-F  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat. 9-12

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery and 

Chapel Mausoleum

Methuen’s Our Lady of Good Counsel chapel and mausoleum offers a 
wide selection of crypts and columbariums to meet your needs.

   There are single and double crypts, inside crypts and crypts along the 
exterior faces of the Mausoleum.

Softball season 
was a home run!

Last spring, the city’s various softball leagues for the 
first time combined to form a single organization: the 
Methuen Girls Softball League.

There were over 500 players on 42 teams. The girls 
range in age from 7 to 17.

The league is open to any girl who wishes to play, 
regardless of ability. The organization provide a fun atmo-
sphere to learn the game and develop friendships.

The league held its award ceremony last month at the 
Burnham Road field. Below are the championship teams.

For more info, visit www.methuengirlssoftball.com.

The Red Sox captured the title in the U8 division, which includes 
7- and 8-year-old players. Courtesy photos

The Cubs clinched the top spot in the U10 division, featur-
ing 9- and 10-year-olds. 

Champions in the U12 division (11- and 12-year-olds) 
were the Indians. 

These 13- and 14-year-old Angels topped the U14 division. 

The Mets claimed victory in the U18 division, which 
includes players ranging in age from 14 to high school 
seniors.
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Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home, Inc.
233 Lawrence Street, Methuen, Massachusetts 01844

978-687-7300
A Family Owned and Operated Funeral Home

• Advanced Funeral Planning
• Traditional & Alternative Funerals

www.pollardfuneralhome.com

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home, Inc.
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