
January 1, 1951  Chinese and North Korean forces begin a major offensive along the 38th Parallel. 
The announcement comes from Buckingham Palace that William Walton (48) is to be made Knight 
Bachelor.  Later, Walton will write to his father-in-law:  “I should never have accepted the 
knighthood, only I wanted to make Sue a lady.” 
January 3, 1951  The South Korean government of Syngman Rhee flees Seoul for Pusan, beginning a 
mass exodus of about 300,000 people from the city. 
January 4, 1951  Chinese and North Korean forces capture Seoul and Inchon. 
The International Refugee Organization reports that 250,000 ethnic Turks have fled Bulgaria into 
Turkey since the border was opened to them last December 2. 
January 5, 1951  Duo for violin and viola no.2 by Bohuslav Martinu (60) is performed for the first 
time, in New York. 
January 7, 1951  The first of ten weekly episodes of the radio play after Hardy The Mayor of 
Casterbridge with music by Ralph Vaughan Williams (78), is heard over the airwaves of the BBC 
Home Service. 
The Israel Philharmonic, conducted by Leonard Bernstein (32) opens its first North American tour in 
Washington.  They will visit 41 cities. 
January 8, 1951  UN troops evacuate Wonju, 85 km southeast of Seoul. 
The United States confirms that it has resumed military aid to Chiang Kai-shek. 
In federal court in New York, Elizabeth Terrill Bentley, admitted espionage courier, testifies at the 
trial of William W. Remington that Remington gave her secret government information to transfer to 
the Soviets from 1942-44.  Remington is on trial for lying to a grand jury about his communist 
affiliations. 
January 9, 1951  Press facilities for the United Nations are transferred from Lake Success to the 
permanent headquarters on the East River. 
January 10, 1951  A UN counterattack reenters Wonju, but withdraws within hours. 
Sinclair Lewis dies in Rome at the age of 65. 
Incidental music to Leach’s play The Wooden Bird by Harry Partch (49) and Ben Johnston (24) is 
performed for the first time, in Charlottesville, Virginia.  The music was recorded last November 8 by 
Partch and Johnston for this performance. 
January 11, 1951  Arcadian Songs and Dances from “Louisiana Story” for orchestra by Virgil Thomson 
(54) is performed for the first time, at the Philadelphia Academy of Music. 
January 12, 1951  The United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide 
goes into effect, 90 days after the 20th ratification.  Genocide is now a crime under international law. 
January 14, 1951  Concerto for two violins and orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (60) is performed for 
the first time, in Dallas. 
January 15, 1951  Ilse Koch, the wife of Buchenwald commandant Karl Koch, is sentenced to life 
imprisonment at hard labor by a West German court for her inciting the murder of at least one 
German prisoner.  Her original sentence of life imprisonment was commuted to four years by a US 
court. 
Three Catholic bishops are found guilty of treason in a Bratislava court.  Two are sentenced to life in 
prison, one receives 24 years. 
Parvula corona musicalis for string trio by Ernst Krenek (50) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of Radio Italiana, orginating in Rome. 
January 17, 1951  China turns down a second UN request for a cease fire in Korea. 
A Viet Minh offensive is stopped by the French 45 km north of Hanoi. 
Projection 2 for flute, trumpet, violin, cello and piano by Morton Feldman (25) is performed for the 
first time, in Millbrook, New York.  Also premiered is Sixteen Dances for flute, trumpet, percussion, 
violin, cello and piano by John Cage (38). 



January 18, 1951  Mt. Lamington in New Guinea erupts through January 21 causing 3,000 deaths. 
January 20, 1951  ¡Un home, San Antonio! for voice and piano by Joaquín Rodrigo (49) to words of 
Rosalía de Castro is performed for the first time, in Orense. 
January 21, 1951  A Gallup Poll shows that 66% of Americans favor pulling US troops out of Korea 
“as fast as possible.” 
Duke Ellington (51) and His Orchestra play a benefit concert at the Metropolitan Opera House, New 
York.  They perform his Harlem for the first time. 
January 25, 1951  The United States orders Benny Saltsman expelled from the country.  He is a house 
painter who immigrated from Russia in 1913 and belonged to the Communist Party in 1936-37.  One 
of his sons was killed in World War II, another wounded. 
A wildcat strike by 160,000 railroad workers is ended when President Perón drafts all of them into 
the army. 
January 26, 1951  UN forces recapture Suwon, 25 km south of Seoul. 
Most wages and prices are frozen in the United States in an effort to control inflation. 
When the pro-Perón News Vendors Union refuses to sell La Prensa, the leading opposition 
newspaper, it is forced to cease publication. 
January 27, 1951  The United States explodes three atomic weapons over the next week in the Nevada 
desert. 
Serenade no.6 op.44 for trombone, viola and cello by Vincent Persichetti (35) is performed for the first 
time, in Groton, Massachusetts. 
January 29, 1951  The United Nations General Assembly declares the Peoples Republic of China an 
agressor in Korea. 
January 31, 1951  US occupation officials commute the death sentences of 21 German war criminals to 
life in prison or less.  33 other war criminals are set free. 
Getúlio Dornelles Vargas replaces Enrico Gaspar Dutra as president of Brazil. 
New espionage indictments are returned by a federal court in New York against Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg, Martin Sobell, David Greenglass and Anatoly Yakovlev, now in the USSR. 
February 1, 1951  The UN General Assembly votes 44-7 to brand mainland China as an aggressor in 
Korea. 
Henry Cowell (53) is elected to the National Institute of Arts and Letters. 
February 2, 1951  The US sets off two more atomic explosions today and on February 6. 
February 3, 1951  Le chant de la nuit op.120 for chorus and orchestra by Florent Schmitt (80) to words 
of Nietzsche, is performed for the first time, in Paris. 
Incidental music to Williams’ play The Rose Tattoo by David Diamond (35) is performed in New York 
for the first time, in the Martin Beck Theater. 
February 5, 1951  A royal decree outlaws strikes in Egypt. 
February 6, 1951  Sonata for violin and piano no.3 by Otto Luening (50) is performed for the first 
time, in Carnegie Recital Hall, New York. 
Four Two-Part Inventions for piano by Arthur Berger (38) are performed for the first time, in Town 
Hall, New York. 
February 7, 1951  Former US Commerce Dept. economist William W. Remington is found guilty of 
perjury by a federal court in New York.  The court ruled that he lied when he told a federal grand 
jury he was never a communist. 
February 8, 1951  The UN drive towards Seoul reaches close enough to shell the city. 
The Gold Coast Colony holds its first election.  The Convention People’s Party led by Kwame 
Nkrumah wins 34 of 38 seats contested.  46 other seats are appointed.  Nkrumah wins a seat, 
although he is currently serving a prison term for sedition. 



After six months of negotiations, France comes to an agreement with the Bey of Tunis.  More self-
government is promised for Tunisia, as a step toward autonomy within the French Union. 
February 10, 1951  UN troops capture Kimpo (Seoul) Airfield and the port of Inchon.  Some units 
cross the Han River into the city. 
February 11, 1951  Piano Sonata by George Perle (35) is performed for the first time, in New York, by 
the composer. 
4 Songs to e.e. cummings for soprano, cello and piano by Morton Feldman (25) is performed for the 
first time, in McMillin Theater of Columbia University. 
February 12, 1951  Chinese forces attack in central Korea, capturing Hoengsong and advancing 30 
km. 
187 alleged collaborators are executed by South Korean authorities in Kochang. 
February 13, 1951  Two Pieces for the piano by Robert Ward (33) are performed for the first time, at 
the Peabody Institute, Baltimore.  Also premiered is Ward’s Scherzo for piano. 
February 14, 1951  UN forces halt the Chinese offensive in central Korea. 
UN commandos land at Wonsan on the northeast Korean coast, destroying port and other facilities. 
President of the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party Pedro Albizu Campos is found guilty in San Juan of 
attempted murder during the nationalist uprising last October.  He is found to have thrown bombs at 
police outside his house.  Two other defendants are acquitted. 
February 15, 1951  King Tribhubana Bir Bikram of Nepal returns to Katmandu and is restored to 
power after three months exile in India. 
Iron and steel are nationalized in Great Britain.  80 companies and 200 subsidiaries are transferred to 
government control. 
A String Quartet by Anton Bruckner (†54) is performed for the first time, in Berlin, 89 years after it 
was composed. 
The legislature of Georgia in the United States passes a budget including a provision that state funds 
be barred to public schools and colleges if any white school accepts a black student. 
The legislature of Maryland in the United States repeals a 1904 law requiring segregation of races on 
trains and steamboats. 
February 16, 1951  The State Board of Regents of New York bans Roberto Rosselini’s film The Miracle 
as sacrilegious. 
February 19, 1951  A United Nations administration takes charge in Eritrea. 
André Gide dies in Paris at the age of 81. 
February 20, 1951  UN forces counterattack along a 100 km front in central Korea. 
Anthony Curtis Davis is born in Paterson, New Jersey, the son of Charles T. Davis, an English teacher 
who, in 1955, will become the first African-American professor at Princeton University. 
February 22, 1951  Symphony no.2 by Charles Ives (76) is performed for the first time, in New York, 
conducted by Leonard Bernstein (32), 50 years after it was completed by the composer.  See March 4, 
1951. 
February 26, 1951  The 22nd amendment to the US Constitution is approved with the ratification of 
Nevada, the 36th state to do so.  It limits the president to two terms. 
From Here to Eternity by James Jones is published. 
February 27, 1951  Former Czechoslovak Foreign Minister Vladimir Clementis is arrested and 
charged with espionage. 
Employees of La Prensa, the leading opposition newspaper in Buenos Aires,  attempt to resume 
publication.  It has been idle for a month due to a boycott by the pro-Perón News Vendors Union 
refused to sell the paper.  About 400 workers are set upon by armed gangs and police.  One person is 
killed, four injured. 



February 28, 1951  Argentine police order workers out of the offices of La Prensa  and seize the 
building. 
Igor Stravinsky (68) is awarded the Gold Medal for Music by the National Institute and American 
Academy of Arts and Letters. 
Suite archaïque for orchestra by Arthur Honegger (58) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
Linus Pauling and Robert Carey publish a theoretical (and correct) description of the structure of 
proteins, in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
March 1, 1951  All government controls on agricultural products are ended by the government of 
Yugoslavia. 
March 2, 1951  A purge of 600,000 Czechoslovak Communist Party members begins. 
The City of Hamburg awards the Bach Prize to Paul Hindemith (55). 
March 4, 1951  Charles Ives (76) hears a radio rebroadcast of the premiere of his Symphony no.2, at the 
home of a neighbor in West Redding, Connecticut.  It is the first time he has heard the work which he 
completed in 1901.  See February 22, 1951. 
March 6, 1951  The three western occupying powers allow West Germany to set up a foreign 
ministry.  They are also allowed more control over the country’s economy and trade. 
The trial of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and Martin Sobell opens in federal court in New York. 
William Grant Still (55) writes to Howard Taubman, music editor of the New York Times, informing 
him that the State Department has withrdrawn a recording of his opera Troubled Island from the 
Belgian National Radio (because it is “bad”) and replaced it with something by Gian Carlo Menotti 
(39).  Taubman is sympathetic, but without proof he will not publish anything of it.  See April 15, 
1952. 
March 7, 1951  UN forces cross the Han River and establish a bridgehead south of Seoul. 
Premier Ali Razmara of Iran is shot to death by Khalil Tahamsebi, a Moslem extremist, while 
attending a funeral in a Teheran mosque.  Tahamsebi is captured. 
Oscar Collazo, a Puerto Rican nationalist, is convicted of murder.  He is the survivor of a two-man 
team that broke into Blair house, Washington, attempting to kill President Truman.  One guard was 
killed in the unsuccessful attempt. 
The Un-American Activities Committee of the US House of Representatives releases a list of 624 
organizations and 204 publications cited as subversive. 
March 8, 1951  Tibetans in India report that a compromise has been reached between Tibet and 
China.  Tibet is allowed internal autonomy while China is given control over Tibet’s borders. 
March 9, 1951  Henri Queuille of the Radical Party replaces René Pleven of the UDSR (liberals) as 
Prime Minister of France. 
The government of El Salvador declares a State of Siege because of an alleged Communist plot to 
overthrow the government. 
Symphony no.5 “Di tre re” by Arthur Honegger is performed for the first time, in Boston, the day 
before the composer’s 59th birthday. 
March 10, 1951  Archbishop Josef Beran, under house arrest since June 19, 1949, is exiled from Prague 
by Czechoslovak authorities. 
March 11, 1951  Piano Sonata no.5 op.37 by Vincent Persichetti (35) is performed for the first time, in 
Town Hall, New York. 
March 13, 1951  Chinese and North Korean troops begin an orderly retreat on a 225 km front across 
Korea. 
Western Union demonstrates its High-Speed Fax in New York.  It can transmit pictures or words over 
microwaves at 3,000 words per minute and can reproduce a 90-page magazine in an hour. 
March 14, 1951  UN troops retake Seoul without resistance. 



Dr. William Perl, a physics professor at Columbia University, is arrested in New York and charged 
with perjury.  It is alleged that he lied when he said he did not know Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and 
Martin Sobell. 
Seven Pieces for Three Pianos by Stefan Wolpe (48) is performed for the first time, at Yale University, 
along with his lecture “Spatial Relations, Harmonic Structures, and Shapes.” 
March 15, 1951  The lower house of the Iranian Parliament votes to nationalize the country’s oil 
industry. 
March 16, 1951  Sergei Prokofiev (59) wins a Stalin Prize for his suite Winter Bonfire and the oratorio 
On Guard for Peace. 
March 17, 1951  A general strike in Madrid ends when the government arrests strike leaders and 
orders employers to dock the wages of strikers. 
March 18, 1951  The second part of Emblems for male chorus and piano by Elliott Carter (43) to words 
of Tate is performed for the first time, at Harvard University. 
Symphony no.4 “Autochthonous” by William Grant Still (55) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of the Mutual Radio Network, orginating in Oklahoma City. 
March 19, 1951  The draft of a treaty creating the European Coal and Steel Community is initialed in 
Paris by representatives of Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.  
It eliminates trade restrictions on coal and steel within the six countries and establishes four bodies to 
oversee the treaty. 
Herman Wouk’s novel The Caine Mutiny is published.  It will win the Pulitzer Prize. 
Flourish for Three Trumpets by Ralph Vaughan Williams (78) is performed for the first time, in Stafford. 
March 21, 1951  UN forces capture Changchun, 12 km south of the 38th Parallel, without resistance. 
The Bulgarian government ends rationing and lower prices on manufactured goods, along with 
increases in wages, pensions and scholarships. 
March 22, 1951  34,000 transport workers in Paris go on strike for higher wages. 
His appeals having failed, Alger Hiss surrenders to federal officials in New York to begin serving his 
five-year sentence for perjury. 
March 24, 1951  General Douglas MacArthur threatens military action against China and offers to 
meet with the opposing commander to bargain for peace in the field.  The US State Dept. issues a 
statement to the effect that Gen. MacArthur has military directives governing his actions and political 
matters are left to them. 
March 25, 1951  25 people are executed in Peking for being “counter-revolutionaries.” 
March 27, 1951  US Defense Secretary George C. Marshall tells a press conference that UN troops 
may cross the 38th Parallel to safeguard their security, but may not push all the way to Manchuria. 
March 28, 1951  Notturno for strings and harp by Irving Fine (36) is performed for the first time, in 
Jordan Hall, Boston, conducted by the composer. 
March 29, 1951  A federal jury in New York finds Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and Martin Sobell 
guilty of conspiracy to commit wartime espionage by passing atomic secrets to the Soviet Union. 
Rogers and Hammerstein’s The King and I opens in the St. James Theater, New York. 
March 30, 1951  Primavera for voice and piano by Joaquín Rodrigo (49) to words of Fernández Shaw is 
performed for the first time, in Teatro Gran Via, Salamanca. 
Symphony no.4 by Walter Piston (57) is performed for the first time, in Minneapolis. 
March 31, 1951  Advance elements of the UN force cross the 38th Parallel. 
Dmitri Shostakovich (44) plays twelve of his 24 Preludes and Fugues at the Composers’ Union, 
Moscow.  He has just finished composing them and has not had time to learn them.  He is nervous, 
especially about the political atmosphere, and does not play well.  Those who speak are not 
complimentary.  The same thing happens with the second twelve tomorrow.  See November 18, 1951. 



The Group Areas Act comes into force in South Africa.  It allows the Interior Minister to divide the 
country on racial lines. 
UNIVAC (Universal Automatic Computer) is accepted for use by the US Bureau of the Census.  It 
was designed by American engineers John William Mauchly and John Presper Eckart and is the first 
to use magnetic tape. 
The UN Security Council votes 8-0-3 to accept a new peace plan for Kashmir. 
München:  ein Gedächtniswalzer by Richard Strauss (†1) is performed for the first time, in Vienna. 
Speaking in Los Angeles, US Ambassador-at-large John Foster Dulles explains the outlines of a peace 
treaty with Japan. 
Los cuatro soles, a ballet by Carlos Chávez (51) to his own scenario, is staged for the first time, in the 
Palacio de Bellas Artes, Mexico City.  See July 22, 1930. 
Fairy Tale op.48 for orchestra by Vincent Persichetti (35) is performed for the first time, in 
Philadelphia. 
April 1, 1951  The independent Córdoba newspaper La Voz del Interior is closed by the Argentine 
government. 
April 2, 1951  Most of the 34,000 Paris transport workers, on strike since March 22, vote to go back to 
work. 
The Metropolitan Opera, New York, announces it will seek sponsors for television. 
Aeschylus and Sophocles, a song for solo voice, piano and string quartet by Charles Ives (76) to words 
of Landor, is performed for the first time, at Wilshire Ebell Chamber Music Hall in Los Angeles. 
April 3, 1951  United Nations forces cross the 38th parallel in force. 
Two songs for voice and piano by Otto Luening (50) to words of Byron are performed for the first 
time, in Town Hall, New York:  The Harp the Monarch Minstrel Swept and She Walks in Beauty. 
April 4, 1951  Kállai kettos for chorus and small orchestra by Zoltán Kodály (68) is performed for the 
first time, in Budapest. 
April 5, 1951  Israeli planes bomb Syrian fortifications on the border in retaliation of the killing of 
seven Israeli policement by Syrians yesterday. 
A federal judge in New York sentences Julius and Ethel Rosenberg to death for espionage.  A co-
defendant, Martin Sobell, receives 30 years in prison.  Judge Irving R. Kaufman calls them “worse 
than murderers.” 
Symphony in Bb for winds by Paul Hindemith (55) is performed for the first time, in Washington, 
conducted by the composer. 
April 6, 1951  David Greenglass, who testified against his sister and her husband, Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg, is sentenced to 15 years in prison by a federal court in New York for his part in espionage. 
Media outlets throughout the Western Hemisphere fly flags at half-mast in honor of the Argentine 
opposition newspaper La Prensa, shut down by the Argentine government. 
April 7, 1951  Viet Minh leader Ho Chi Minh broadcasts an order to begin guerrilla warfare rather 
than openly challenging major French forces in combat. 
A “Declaration of Washington” is signed in that city by representatives of  21 Western Hemisphere 
nations.  They pledge each other to mutual defense and economic cooperation. 
April 8, 1951  John Cage (38) meets Earle (24) and Carolyn Brown for the first time, in Denver. 
April 10, 1951  Dr. Stephen Brunauer, head of the high explosives division in the Research and 
Development Division of the US Navy Bureau of Ordnance, and his wife, Esther Caukin Brunauer, a 
liaison officer with UNESCO, are both suspended as security risks.  They have been accused of being 
communists by Senator Joseph McCarthy.  Both deny the charge. 
Lilting Fancy for chorus by Henry Cowell (54) is performed for the first time, in Saugerties, New York. 



April 11, 1951  Three Glasgow University students hand over the Stone of Scone to Arbroath Abbey 
in Scotland, on the promise they will not be prosecuted.  In two days, police will return the stone to 
Westminster Abbey from whence it was stolen last December. 
President Truman removes General Douglas MacArthur from command of United Nations forces in 
Korea for his repeated public calls for a larger war against China, in spite of administration policy to 
the contrary. 
Screen writer Robert Lees and actor Will Geer refuse to tell the House Un-American Activities 
Committee whether they have ever been communists. 
April 12, 1951  Iranian troops fire on striking oil workers in Abadan.  The workers have been 
protesting the British-owned Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.  Three Britons and eight Iranians are killed 
in the violence. 
Western Union reports that 125,000 telegrams have been delivered to the White House and Congress 
over the MacArthur firing. 
The Congress of Argentina votes to expropriate the opposition newspaper La Prensa. 
Variations for piano by Morton Feldman (25) is performed for the first time, for a dance by Merce 
Cunningham in Seattle. 
April 13, 1951  Silesian Tryptich for soprano and orchestra by Witold Lutoslawski (38) to folk texts is 
performed for the first time, in Warsaw. 
April 14, 1951  Hymn and Fuguing Tune no.3 for orchestra by Henry Cowell (54) is performed for the 
first time, in Los Angeles. 
April 17, 1951  Two works by Lejaren Hiller (27) are performed for the first time, in Waynesboro, 
Virginia:  Piano Concerto and Suite for small orchestra.  They are the first of Hiller’s music to be 
performed in public. 
April 18, 1951  A treaty for the European Coal and Steel Community is signed in Paris by 
representatives of Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. 
President António Oscar Frogoso Carmona of Portugal dies of uremia and influenza in Lisbon. 
The city of San Francisco gives General Douglas MacArthur a parade with ceremonies at City Hall.  
An estimated 500,000 people view the festivities at the first stop in his triumphant return to the US. 
April 19, 1951  UN forces capture Hwachon town and dam, just north of the 38th Parallel. 
General Douglas MacArthur, in the midst of a triumphant return to the United States, addresses a 
jont session of Congress.  He defends his record and suggests that the US bomb Manchuria, blockade 
mainland China and help Chiang Kai-shek to invade the mainland from Taiwan.  The speech is 
carried on radio and television. 
April 20, 1951  General Douglas MacArthur and his family are given an official welcome and parade 
through the streets of central and lower Manhattan. 
The US State Dept. denies a visa to French actor Maurice Chavalier, alleging that he has “Communist 
associations.” 
Dr. Moises Lebenshohn, a leader of the Argentine Radical Party, is convicted of having slandered 
President Juan Perón. 
Petite Suite for orchestra by Witold Lutoslawski (38) is performed for the first time, in Warsaw. 
April 21, 1951  The Parliament of Iran orders the nationalization of the oil industry. 
Piano Sonata no.9 op.103 by Sergei Prokofiev (59) is performed for the first time, in Moscow. 
Symphonie concertante (Symphony no.5) by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (45) is performed for the first 
time, in Stuttgart. 
Aaron Copland (50) conducts his In the Beginning in a concert on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, two 
kilometers from the Syrian border. 
April 22, 1951  600,000 Chinese troops begin a massive offensive across a 150 km front against United 
Nations forces in Korea. 



April 23, 1951  Actor John Garfield, testifying before the House Un-American Activities Committee, 
denies that he has ever been a Communist. 
April 24, 1951  Peter Sculthorpe (21) graduates from Melbourne University. 
17,000 workers at the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. in Abadan, on strike for two weeks, return to their jobs. 
Radio Moscow announces the removal of I. P. Lebedev as chairman of the All-Union Fine Arts 
Committee and Alexander V. Solodovnikov as director of the Bolshoi Theater.  The Bolshoi produced 
Herman Zhukovsky’s oper From All Our Hearts with the approval of the arts committee.  It was later 
denounced in Pravda. 
April 25, 1951  The executions of February 12 are made public. 
April 26, 1951  Sukiman Wirjosandjojo replaces Muhammad Natsir as Prime Minister of Indonesia. 
Chinese forces capture Munsan, 16 km south of the 38th Parallel, threatening Seoul. 
Public disgust over the executions of February 12 forces the resignation of the South Korean Home 
Minister, Justice Minister and Defense Minister. 
The Pilgrim’s Progress, a morality play by Ralph Vaughan Williams (78) to his own words after 
Bunyan, the Bible and Wood, is performed for the first time, at Covent Garden.  The audience is 
enthralled, the critics mixed. 
John Alden Carpenter dies of heart failure in Chicago, aged 75 years, one month and 29 days. 
Piano Sonata no.6 op.39 by Vincent Persichetti (35) is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New 
York. 
Sacred Songs for Pantheists for piano and orchestra by Robert Ward (33) to words of Hopkins, Stephens 
and Dickinson is performed for the first time, in Quincy, Illinois. 
April 27, 1951  A service in memory of John Alden Carpenter is held at his Chicago home one day 
after his death.  His mortal remains will be buried near his summer home in Beverly, Massachusetts. 
April 28, 1951  The ruling Liberal-Country coalition of Prime Minister Robert Menzies wins 
majorities in both houses in parliamentary elections in Australia. 
Robert A. Vogeler, representative of the International Telephone and Telegraph Corp., is released in 
Budapest after 17 months in prison, accused of spying for the US.  In order to gain his release, the US 
allowed the reopening of Hungarian consulates in New York and Cleveland, lifted a ban on travel to 
Hungary and promised to return Hungarian property stolen by the Nazis, now in Germany. 
April 29, 1951  Mohammed Mossadegh becomes Prime Minister of Iran. 
Diapason Concertino for tape by Pierre Schaeffer (40) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves 
of Radio France IV. 
April 30, 1951  The April 22 Chinese offensive is effectively halted by United Nations troops in Korea. 
The Iranian Parliament votes to nationalize the oil industry. 
France requires Czechoslovakia to close its consulate in Marseille. 
May 1, 1951  A Chinese offensive is halted by UN troops north of Seoul. 
May 2, 1951  The name of Leonard Bernstein (32) is placed in the Prominent Individuals Subsection of 
the Security Index.  These are American citizens who will be arrested without due process in the case 
of a national emergency. 
Symphony in E by Ulysses Kay (34) is performed for the first time, in Rochester, New York, conducted 
by Howard Hanson (54). 
Dark Waters, an opera by Ernst Krenek (50) to his own words after Melville, is performed for the first 
time, in Bovard Auditorium at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles. 
May 3, 1951  UN forces retake Uijongbu north of Seoul. 
May 5, 1951  Czechoslovakia require France to close its consulate in Prague, in retaliation for the 
order of April 30. 
Miniatures for a Curious Child for orchestra by Vladimir Ussachevsky (39) is performed for the first 
time, at Columbia University, conducted by the composer. 



May 6, 1951  A mass execution of “counter-revolutionaries” takes place in Soochow. 
The Sons of Light, a cantata by Ralph Vaughan Williams (78) to words of Wood, is performed for the 
first time, in Royal Albert Hall, London. 
L’oiseau RAI for tape by Pierre Schaeffer (40) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Radio Paris IV. 
May 7, 1951  The Heart’s Assurance, a cycle for high voice and piano by Michael Tippett (46) to words 
of Keyes and Lewis, is performed for the first time, in Wigmore Hall, London, by Peter Pears and 
Benjamin Britten (37). 
May 8, 1951  Das Vokaltuch der Kammersängerin Rosa Silber, a ballet by Hans Werner Henze (24), is 
performed for the first time, in a concert setting, in Titania-Palast, Berlin.  See October 15, 1958. 
Two works by Anton Webern (†5) are performed for the first time, in New York:  Five Canons on Latin 
Texts op.16 for voice, clarinet and bass clarinet, and Liebst Jungfrau op.17/2 for voice, clarinet, bass 
clarinet and violin, to an anonymous text.  See March 16, 1952. 
Alleluia for Small Orchestra by Lou Harrison (33) is performed for the first time, in McMillin Theater, 
Columbia University. 
Short Suite for band by Ulysses Kay (34) is performed for the first time, at Baylor University, Waco, 
Texas. 
May 10, 1951  UN forces capture Munsan, 30 km north of Seoul, as well as Chunchon and Inje in the 
central part of the front. 
A Cotswold Romance, a cantata drawn from music to Hugh the Drover by Ralph Vaughan Williams (78), 
is performed for the first time, in London.  See July 4, 1924. 
Imaginary Landscape no.4 for twelve radios by John Cage (38) is performed for the first time, in the 
McMillan Theater of Columbia University, New York.  The radios are borrowed from the G. Schirmer 
music shop on 43rd street.  As it is at the end of a lengthy program, the work does not go on until 
midnight, when many radio stations have signed off. 
Three works by Charles Ives (76) are performed for the first time, in New York:  Allegretto sombreoso 
from Set no.1 for chamber orchestra; Luck and Work from Set no.3 for chamber orchestra; and Largo 
for violin, clarinet and piano.  See December 6, 1962. 
May 11, 1951  26 of 29 Philippine communists on trial in Manila are found guilty of several crimes 
including murder, robbery, arson and engaging in armed rebellion.  Six receives death sentences, 
nine are sentenced to life in prison. 
21 Puerto Rican nationalists are found guilty of murder in Arecibo.  They took part in an attack on the 
Jayuya police station in which one policeman died. 
A US Congressman reported in Honolulu that he witnessed an atomic explosion at Enewetok which 
showed conclusively that “troops can follow up immediately over an area destroyed by an atomic 
blast with no fear of lingering radiation or other after-effects.” 
May 12, 1951  Enchiridion, a cycle of short pieces for piano by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (33), is 
performed for the first time, in Cologne. 
May 13, 1951  At least two movements of the Messe de la Pentecôte for organ by Olivier Messiaen (42) 
are performed for the first time, at the Trinité, Paris by the composer. 
May 16, 1951  Chinese forces counterattack in several places along the line in Korea, being most 
successful in the east. 
A mass execution of “counter-revolutionaries” takes place in Shanghai. 
Moslem extremist leader Abolghassem Rafiee is arrested and admits to an assassination plot against 
Iranian Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh. 
Two Songs for baritone and piano by Thea Musgrave (22) to words of Pound are performed for the 
first time, in Paris, the composer at the keyboard. 



May 17, 1951  Song of Ahab, a cantata for baritone, tenor and instruments by Ulysses Kay (34) is 
performed for the first time, in Quincy, Illinois. 
May 18, 1951  The United Nations General Assembly votes to embargo strategic materials to the 
Peoples Republic of China. 
Two Fanfares for “Show Business” for brass by Arnold Bax (67) are performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of the BBC. 
Cantata from Proverbs op.310 for women’s chorus and chamber ensemble by Darius Milhaud (58) in 
Lawrence High School, New York. 
May 19, 1951  A North Korean attempt to take Seoul is beaten back with heavy casualties. 
May 22, 1951  30,000 Iranians march in Teheran against the UK and US and in favor of natinalization 
of the oil industry. 
Songs About Spring, a cycle for soprano and piano by Dominick Argento (23) to words of cummings, 
is performed for the first time, at Peabody Conservatory, Baltimore, the composer at the keyboard.  
See July 14, 1960. 
May 23, 1951  An agreement is signed in Peking between the Chinese government, the Dalai Lama, 
the Panchen Lama and the communist Tibetan government.  It allows the annexation of Tibet by 
China.  The Dalai Lama is recognized as leader of the region with some local autonomy. 
May 24, 1951  UN forces go over to the offensive in Korea and recross the 38th Parallel. 
Five Flower Songs op.47 for chorus by Benjamin Britten (37) to various authors is performed publicly 
for the first time, over the airwaves of BBC Midland Home Service.  See July 23, 1950. 
Concerto for violin and orchestra by Ross Lee Finney (44) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
May 25, 1951  Great Britain transfers 4,000 paratroopers to Cyprus to warn Iran not to molests British 
interests. 
Trois liturgies joyeuses op.116 for chorus and orchestra by Florent Schmitt (80) is performed for the first 
time, in Paris. 
Mizmor L’David for tenor, chorus and organ by David Diamond (35) is performed for the first time, in 
Park Avenue Synagogue, New York. 
Piece for violin and piano by Morton Feldman (25) is performed for the first time, at the Artists’ Club, 
New York.  Also premiered is Feldman’s Projection 4 for three flutes, trumpet, three cellos and two 
pianos. 
May 26, 1951  Great Britain and the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. take their dispute with Iran to the 
International Court of Justice. 
May 28, 1951  UN forces capture Inje in the west of Korea, and Hwachon and Yongchon in the center. 
About 50,000 coloreds demonstrate outside Parliament in Cape Town, South Africa against separate 
voting lists based on race.  They riot and clash with police.  28 people are seriously injured. 
The Goon Show is broadcast on the BBC for the first time. 
String Quartet no.2 by Roger Sessions (54) is performed for the first time, in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Three Lieder for mezzo-soprano, clarinet and string quartet by Ernst Krenek (50) to words of 
Verhaeren are performed for the first time, in Los Angeles City College Auditorium, the composer 
conducting. 
May 29, 1951  100,000 Iranians march in Teheran against the UK and US and for the nationalization of 
the oil industry. 
David Michel Torino, an editor of the independent El Intransigente in Salta, Argentina, is arrested for 
“disrespect of the police.” 
May 30, 1951  In Irish Parliamentary elections, the coalition leader Fine Gael increases its standing by 
nine seats but its partners falter.  Fianna Fail forms a minority government with the support of some 
independents. 



Olivier Messiaen (42) records his newly completed Quatre Études de rythme.  It is the only recording of 
the composer as solo pianist. 
Wedding Dance for chorus by György Ligeti (28) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Hungarian Radio. 
May 31, 1951  By this day, UN forces have won back all territory lost in the recent Chinese and North 
Korean offensive. 
After a three-day battle, Viet Minh forces are driven out of Ninhbinh, 100 km south of Hanoi, by the 
French. 
Distance de Fée for violin and piano by Toru Takemitsu (20) is performed for the first time, in Yomiuri 
Hall, Tokyo. 
President Theodor Heuss of the Federal Republic of Germany confers on Paul Hindemith (55) the 
Order of Merit, the country’s highest civilian honor, in ceremonies in Bonn. 
June 1, 1951  The Parliament of India passes 14 constitutional amendments, among them giving the 
government the right to place “reasonable restrictions” on the freedom of speech. 
A newly restructured Musicians’ Association of the Hungarian Workers Party meets for the first time.  
Their president, Ferenc Szábo, attacks them for their “disloyalty, unprincipled careerism, and power-
hungry attitude, under the aggravating influence of which our emerging professional and 
musicopolitical debate degenerated ideologically into unprincipled, superficial, and sterile 
bickering.”  (Fossler-Lussier, 137) 
A “composite system” of color television is unveiled by General Electric in New York, in competition 
with the existing CBS system. 
June 4, 1951  In the case of Garner v. City of Los Angeles Board of Public Works, the US Supreme Court 
allows any government in the country to fire employees who refuse to sign a loyalty oath. 
Serge Koussevitzky dies in Boston at the age of 76. 
Citizens of Puerto Rico vote to govern themselves and call a constitutional convention. 
June 7, 1951  Seven leaders of the SS are hanged by the United States in Landsberg Prison, Munich.  
Among them are Oswald Pohl, who oversaw the goods taken from those killed in the death camps 
(including gold teeth), and Otto Ohlendorf, whooversaw death squads in the occupied Soviet Union 
which accounted for 90,000 deaths, mostly Jews.  They are the last Nazi war criminals executed by the 
United States.  600,000 Germans signed petitions that they be spared. 
June 11, 1951  The Colonies of Angola, the Cape Verde Islands, Säo Tomé & Príncipe and Portuguese 
Guinea are  made overseas provinces of Portugal. 
June 12, 1951  Monopartita for orchestra by Arthur Honegger (59), commissioned to celebrate the 
600th anniversary of the entrance of the canton of Zürich into the Helvetic Confederation, is 
performed for the first time, in the Tonhalle, Zürich. 
June 13, 1951  UN forces capture Pyongyang for the second time, capping an offensive into the “iron 
triangle”, a staging area for Chinese offensives. 
Eamon de Valera replaces John Aloysius Costello as Prime Minister of Ireland. 
Stabat mater for soprano, chorus and orchestra by Francis Poulenc (52) is performed for the first time, 
in Strasbourg. 
June 14, 1951  The first commercial computer, Univac 1, designed for the United States Bureau of the 
Census, is publicly demonstrated for the first time, in Philadelphia. 
Joseph McCarthy, speaking on the floor of the US Senate, attacks Secretary of State George C. 
Marshall.  He blames Marshall for everything from Pearl Harbor to the Korean War. 
Six Metamorphoses after Ovid op.49 for oboe by Benjamin Britten (37) is performed for the first time, 
from a boat in the Meare, an artificial lake at Thorpeness. 
Jackson Pollock, a film with music by Morton Feldman (25), is shown for the first time, at the Museum 
of Modern Art, New York. 



June 15, 1951  Canzona for band by Peter Mennin is performed for the first time, in New York. 
June 17, 1951  Chinese troops retake Pyongyang. 
In French parliamentary elections, the Rally of the French People (conservative) wins the most seats 
while the Communists make a strong showing in third place (although they won the highest number 
of votes).  But power remains in the four-party Socialist-led Third Force. 
June 18, 1951  The CBS color television system is broadcast in Chicago for the first time. 
June 19, 1951  Great Britain places an embargo on all strategic arms for mainland China in 
compliance with the General Assembly resolution of May 18. 
Cinq choeurs en vingt minutes op.117 for chorus and orchestra by Florent Schmitt (80) are performed 
for the first time, in Strasbourg. 
June 20, 1951  21 leaders of the US Communist Party are indicted in New York of violating the Smith 
Act by advocating the violent overthrow of the government.  Four of those indicted are currently not 
in custody. 
An orchestral version of Duke Ellington’s (52) Harlem is performed for the first time, in Lewisohn 
Stadium, New York. 
June 21, 1951  UN forces capture Kaesong, the last area held by the Chinese south of the 38th Parallel. 
Theodor Körner replaces Karl Renner as president of Austria. 
Iran occupies British oil installations in Abadan as part of the nationalization of the oil industry.  The 
Iranian Parliament gives Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh a vote of confidence. 
Great Britain, France and the United States end talks with the Soviet Union at the deputy foreign 
minister level.  They have been going on since March 4 with no progress towards a foreign minister 
conference on peace. 
June 23, 1951  A federal court in Charleston upholds racial segregation in the public schools of South 
Carolina. 
Three Shakespeare Songs for chorus by Ralph Vaughan Williams (78) is performed for the first time, in 
Royal Festival Hall, London. 
June 25, 1951  The earthly remains of Pietro Mascagni (†5) and his wife are moved from the Campo 
Verano Cemetery in Rome to the Cimitero della Misericordia in Livorno and placed next to those of 
his parents and brothers. 
The Columbia Broadcasting System broadcasts the first commercial color television program to 
Boston, Philadelphia, New York, Baltimore and Washington.  Unfortunately, no one in the general 
public owns a color television set. 
June 28, 1951  Iranian Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh appeals to US President Truman for 
support in his nationalization of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. 
A British warship arrives at Abadan to oversee the evacuation of 3,000 British employees of the 
Ango-Iranian Oil Co. 
Archbishop József Grösz is convicted of conspiring to overthrow the government of Hungary.  He is 
sentenced to 15 years imprisonment.  Ferenc Vecer, a Paulician prior, is sentenced to death for killing 
a Soviet soldier.  Seven other defendents receive sentences from eight to 14 years. 
June 30, 1951  A new non-Communist Socialist International is formed in Frankfurt-am-Main by 22 
socialist parties from 21 countries.  It also includes exile groups from Spain, Argentina, Yugoslavia 
and seven Soviet satellites. 
Dance for piano by Peter Maxwell Davies (16) is performed for the first time, by the composer over 
the airwaves of the BBC originating in Manchester. 
July 1, 1951  A revolt in Bangkok by elements of the Thai navy and marines is put down. 
Legend for oboe and strings by Otto Luening (51) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
radio station WNYC, New York. 



July 2, 1951  Four leaders of the US Communist Party jump bail rather than begin serving their 
sentences.  They were convicted June 20. 
Der Tanz um goldene Kalb from Arnold Schoenberg’s (76) opera Moses und Aron, is performed for the 
first time, in Darmstadt.  See March 12, 1954 and June 6, 1957. 
July 3, 1951  Two days of voting for the Finnish Parliament leave the parties virtually unchanged. 
July 4, 1951  William Oatis, a correspondent for the Associated Press, receives a ten year prison 
sentence from a Czechoslovak court for spying. 
112 people are approached in Madison, Wisconsin by a reporter for the Madison Capital Times.  He 
asks them to sign a petition which consists of the preamble to the Declaration of Independence and 
seven amendments to the US Constitution.  111 of them refuse to sign the petition, fearing that they 
would be charged with supporting Communism. 
July 5, 1951  The opposing sides in Korea agree to begin cease-fire negotiations. 
The International Court of Justice grants a temporary injunction to Great Britain.  It allows the Ango-
Iranian Oil Co. to continue operating while the court decides the issue of Iranian nationalization. 
Bell Laboratories of Murray Hill, NH announces the invention of the junction transistor by Dr. 
William Shockley.  It will allow for the miniaturization of electronic control equipment, thus 
revolutionizing technology and culture. 
Music of Changes part 1 for piano by John Cage (38) is performed for the first time, at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder.  Also premiered are Two Intermissions and Intermission 3 for piano by Morton 
Feldman (25).  See January 1, 1952. 
July 6, 1951  Toute la lyre, a musique concrète opera by Pierre Schaeffer (40) and Pierre Henry (23), is 
performed for the first time, at Théâtre de l’Empire, Paris. 
July 7, 1951  Mexico ends its state of war with Germany. 
July 8, 1951  Sonata for violin solo by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (33) is performed for the first time, in 
Darmstadt. 
July 9, 1951  Great Britain, France, Australia and New Zealand declare that their state of war with 
Germany is ended. 
The western allies transfer Tempelhof airfield, Berlin to civilian administration.  
Io and Prometheus, a dance for piano by Lou Harrison (34), is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder.  See September 7, 1985. 
July 10, 1951  Korean armistice negotiations begin at Kaesong. 
Canada ends its state of war with Germany. 
The western allies set up five new independent steel companies in the Ruhr, in the final phase of the 
dissolution of German iron and steel cartels. 
Polifonica-Monodia-Ritmica in its original setting for chamer group by Luigi Nono (27) is performed for 
the first time, in Darmstadt. 
July 11, 1951  Mozambique is made an overseas province of Portugal. 
Luxembourg ends its state of war with Germany. 
When a black man attempts to move his family into an apartment in Cicero, Illinois, 3,500 residents of 
the all-white surburb of Chicago riot. 
Conservative rioters in Guatemala City attack the national orphanage and beat up the director, 
alleged to be a Communist.  They also ransack the offices of the leftist newspaper Octubre. 
July 12, 1951  Korean truce talks break down when the Chinese bar 20 reporters from the site and the 
UN negotiator refuses to go without them. 
The draft of a peace treaty between Japan and most of the allies is published by the US and UK. 
The National Guard is called out to quell racial violence in Cicero, Illinois.  75 white rioters are 
arrested.  17 people are hospitalized. 



In an attempt to calm conservative riots in Guatemala City, troops fire on the mob, killing four and 
injuring 61. 
A federal court in Buenos Aires orders the Argentine government to pay almost 19 million pesos (1.3 
million dollars) to the former owners of La Prensa for the expropriation of the newspaper.  The 
owners claim that this is only a small part of its worth. 
Parade, a suite for piano by Peter Maxwell Davies (16), is performed for the first time, by the 
composer over the airwaves of the BBC originating in Manchester. 
The Illinois National Guard is sent into Cicero to disperse a mob of 3,500 whites.  In three days, 17 
people have been wounded and 99 arrested. 
July 13, 1951 Seven Czechoslovakians, including two Catholic priests, are sentenced to death in 
Jihlava for the murder of three Communist officials in Babice.  The court said they were “inspired” by 
US agents. 
President Jacobo Arbenz Guzman orders a suspension of civil liberties for 30 days to quell 
conservative violence. 
Arnold Franz Walter Schoenberg dies in Los Angeles, aged 76 years and ten months. 
June 15, 1951  Korean truce negotiations resume in Kaesong.  The Chinese agree to stop trying to 
make the site look like a UN surrender.  Reporters are now admitted to the site. 
Anti-US demonstrators riot in Parliament Square, Teheran against the arrival of US envoy Averell 
Harriman.  He is in Iran to try to negotiate a settlement of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. dispute.  Four 
people are killed, 88 injured. 
July 15, 1951  Paul Hindemith (55) completes his book A Composer’s World:  Horizons and Limitations.  
It is an expansion of his six Charles Eliot Norton lectures at Harvard University, given in the Autumn 
of 1949. 
July 16, 1951  Former Prime Minister of Lebanon Riad es-Solh is murdered in Amman by three 
members of the Syrian National Socialist Party.  Two murderers die in the action, one escapes. 
Prince-Royal Baudouin Albert Charles Léopold Axel Marie Gustave assumes the throne of Belgium 
as Baudouin I, after the formal abdication of his father, Leopold III. 
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger is published by Little, Brown. 
July 18, 1951  Fire destroys the Abbey Theater in Dublin, taking with it hundreds of manuscripts, 
including some by Yeats and O’Casey. 
July 20, 1951  King Abdullah ibn Hussein of Jordan is murdered as he enters the Mosque of Omar in 
Jerusalem for Friday services.  The attacker is immediately killed by the king’s bodyguards, two of 
whom are injured.  The Jordanian government later accuses that the murderer is an agent of 
Palestinian leader Haj Amin el-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem.  In Egypt, the Mufti denies 
any involvement.  King Abdullah is succeeded by his son, Talal ibn Abdullah, under regency.  Talal is 
currently in Switzerland seeking medical treatment. 
Japan is given full title to over $350,000,000 of Japanese assets in the US. 
July 21, 1951  The Chinese government expropriates the property of Standard Vacuum, Caltex and 
Chinese-American, all US oil companies. 
All Roman Catholic priests remaining in Hungary are required to swear allegiance to the 
government. 
The British government announces that it has revoked the passports of atomic scientist W.H.S. 
Burhop and an unnamed Foreign Office official to prevent them visiting Moscow. 
July 23, 1951  The permanent site of the Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers in Europe (SHAPE) is 
opened in Marly, 25 km west of Paris. 
Henri-Philippe Pétain dies at the age of 95 at his villa on the island of Yeu off the west coast of 
France.  He was confined there under house arrest after his death sentence was commuted. 



Herbert Philbrick, FBI spy in the US Communist Party, gives the House Un-American Activities 
Committee the names of 50 people he claims are communists. 
July 24, 1951  The Harris-Seybold Co. of Cleveland announces the first five-color offset press. 
July 26, 1951  FBI agents arrest twelve “second-tier” officials of the US Communist Party in New 
York, Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
July 28, 1951  In a ceremony in the Sparrow’s Nest Theater, Benjamin Britten (37) is granted the 
Freedom of the Borough of Lowestoft, his birthplace. 
July 30, 1951  Elections to the Israeli Knesset take place.  The leading Mapai Party once again receives 
the most seats.  This sitting of the Knesset will produce four different governments. 
The Bayreuth Festival opens for the first time since the war with a performance of Parsifal. 
July 31, 1951  A Viet Minh agent kills French General Charles Marie Chanson and Governor Thai Lap 
Thanh with a handgrenade 100 km south of Saigon.  The attacker is also killed. 
The US suspends tariff concessions to Czechoslovakia because they continue to imprison US reporter 
William Oatis. 
August 1, 1951  American tariff concessions to all communist governments are suspended. 
Explosions damage Argentine railroads in 18 places at the beginning of a wildcat strike by the 
Brotherhood of Engineers and Firemen, an anti-Perón union. 
August 2, 1951  A Polish minesweeper, commandeered by mutinous sailors, is sailed into the 
Swedish port of Ystad.  Twelve sailors ask for political asylum. 
US negotiator Averell Harriman concludes an agreement for a conference between representatives of 
Iran and Great Britain to solve the dispute over the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. 
August 3, 1951  President Juan Perón of Argentina conscripts the striking members of the 
Brotherhood of Engineers and Firemen.  Their three-day-old strike is broken. 
August 5, 1951  Senator Eduardo Chibas, presidential candidate of the People’s Party, shoots himself 
after his regular radio broadcast in Havana.  Critically wounded, he says he did it to focus attention 
on the corruption of President Carlos Prío Socarrás and his administration. 
August 6, 1951  Flooding from a typhoon causes 4,800 deaths in Manchuria. 
Talks between Great Britain and Iran over the nationalization of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
resume in Teheran. 
August 7, 1951  Six more “second-tier” leaders of the US Communist Party are arrested in New York, 
Baltimore and Cleveland. 
String Quartet no.6 by Ross Lee Finney (44) is performed for the first time, at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
August 8, 1951  René Pleven replaces Henri Queuille as prime minister of France. 
At an East Berlin Youth Festival, 100 young people seek asylum in West Berlin. 
August 9, 1951  Francisco Higino Craveiro Lopes becomes president of Portugal, replacing António 
Oscar Frogoso Carmona who died in April. 
The US Senate receives from Senator Joseph McCarthy the names of 26 present or former State 
Department officials suspected of disloyalty.  He does so under the Senate’s immunity from civil suit 
or criminal prosecution. 
August 11, 1951  Argentine police arrest many top officials of the opposition Radical and Socialist 
parties. 
Constitutional rights are restored in Guatemala. 
Aboard the SS Constitution near the Azores, on his way to Italy for The Rake’s Progress, Igor Stravinsky 
(68) contracts pneumonia.  He will survive, but rehearsals for the opera will be postponed. 
August 13, 1951  Nine Polish military officers are convicted of spying in a Warsaw court and 
sentenced to life in prison. 
August 14, 1951  The British restriction on wartime strikes and lockouts is ended. 



William Randolph Hearst dies of a cerebral hemorrhage in Beverly Hills, California. 
Le voyage en Amérique, a film with music by Francis Poulenc (52), is shown for the first time, in the 
Cinéma des Etoiles, Cannes. 
August 15, 1951  9,000 young people attending a communist youth festival in East Berlin attempt to 
stage an anti-US march through West Berlin.  They are met by West Berlin police with clubs and 
water hoses.  The youths retaliate with stones. 
Four prominent Romanians are sentenced to death for spying of the US and UK in a Bucharest court.  
Four others receive long prison terms. 
In a San Juan courtroom, Pedro Albizu Campos, leader of a revolt last November, is found guilty on 
twelve counts of attempting to overthrow the government of Puerto Rico by force. 
Three Nocturnes for oboe and piano by Otto Luening (51) is performed for the first time, in 
Bennington, Vermont, the composer at the piano. 
August 17, 1951  The Dalai Lama returns to Lhasa from Yantung on the border with India. 
Six more “second tier” Communist Party members are arrested by the FBI. 
August 20, 1951  Senator Pat McCarran announces that the United States has been invaded by three 
to five million illegal communist aliens. 
August 21, 1951  The US Navy announces that it has awarded a contract to the Electric Boat Co. of 
Groton, Connecticut to build the first nuclear-powered submarine. 
The Metropolitan Opera drops plans for a production of Die Fledermaus in Washington when the only 
theater available refuses to lift its ban on blacks. 
Dickinson Song Cycle for voice and piano by Otto Luening (51) is performed for the first time, 
privately, in Bennington, Vermont.  See December 11, 1951. 
August 22, 1951  Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Much Ado About Nothing by Peter Sculthorpe 
(22) is performed for the first time, in Launceston, Tasmania. 
After 18 days of meetings in Teheran, negotiations between Iran and Great Britain over the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Co. collapse. 
The perjury conviction of William Remington is overturned by a federal court of appeals in New 
York.  Once an official of the Commerce Dept., Remington was convicted of lying when he said that 
he had never been a communist. 
President Juan Perón of Argentina announces he will run for reelection.  His wife will be the vice-
presidential candidate. 
String Quartet no.18 by Darius Milhaud (58) is performed for the first time, in Aspen, Colorado. 
August 23, 1951  China and North Korea breaks off armistice negotiations, claiming a UN plane 
attacked the Kaesong neutral zone.  The UN denies any such attack. 
As the British negotiating team heads home from Teheran, the British government announces that it 
is prepared to use force to maintain British control over the Abadan oil refinery. 
Intermezzo for piano and orchestra by Vladimir Ussachevsky (39) is performed for the first time, at 
Bennington College, Vermont, conducted by Otto Luening (51). 
August 24, 1951  Peking radio announces that 237 people were executed by firing squad two days 
ago.  These include “counter-revolutionaries,” “spies,” and “bad landlords.” 
Burleska, a musical pantomime by Karlheinz Stockhausen (23), is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of West deutsche Rundfunk, the composer at the piano. 
The Modern Jazz Quartet is founded in New York. 
The Glyph, a multi-media presentation with music by Lou Harrison (34), is performed for the first 
time, at Black Mountain College, North Carolina. 
August 25, 1951  Five SS and Gestapo officers are sentenced to death by a court in Prague for 
atrocities during the war. 



August 26, 1951  India announces that it will not attend the upcoming Japanese peace treaty 
conference in San Francisco.  The Indians disagree with several of its provisions. 
August 28, 1951  Six men are sentenced to death in Amman for plotting the murder of King 
Abdullah. 
August 30, 1951  A mutual defense treaty is signed by representatives of the Philippines and the 
United States in Washington. 
In a speech in New York, Senator Joseph McCarthy charges that Ambassador-at-large Philip C. 
Jessup belonged to five organizations “officially named” as communist fronts. 
August 31, 1951  Eva Perón withdraws her candidacy for Vice-President of Argentina, largely 
because of opposition from the military. 
September 1, 1951  The UN Security Council votes 8-0 to require Egypt to open the Suez Canal to 
ships bound to and from Israel.  Egypt refuses. 
A mutual defense treaty is signed between the United States, Australia and New Zealand (ANZUS). 
September 4, 1951  A conference of 52 nations opens in the War Memorial Opera House, San 
Francisco to conclude a peace treaty with Japan. 
The National Broadcasting Company expands to 61 stations in the first coast-to-coast television 
network in the United States.  President Harry Truman makes the first coast-to-coast telecast across 
North America.  Speaking from the War Memorial Opera House in San Francisco he discusses the 
Japanese Peace Treaty. 
September 5, 1951  The Papal Internuncio is expelled from China. 
Iranian Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh announces that he will expel all British oil workers 
unless the British government resumes negotiations within 15 days. 
The Medium, a film with music by Gian Carlo Menotti (40) is shown for the first time, in the Sutton 
Theater, New York. 
September 6, 1951  In the centennial year of his death, the Spontini Museum is opened in Maiolati. 
September 8, 1951  Jürgen Stroop, who commanded the SS troops which suppressed the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising, is executed on the site of the ghetto. 
In San Francisco, Japan signs a peace treaty with 48 nations at war with it.  The USSR, Czechoslovakia 
and Poland refuse to sign.  India and Burma do not attend the conference.  In the treaty, Japan regains 
sovereignty and formally renounces war.  It is reduced to the four home islands.  Japan agrees to 
negotiate reparations agreements with the various allied powers. 
Five hours after the Peace Treaty is signed, representatives of Japan and the United States sign a 
defense treaty calling for the stationing of US forces in Japan. 
September 9, 1951  Leonard Bernstein (33) marries Felicia Montealegre, an actress and daughter of 
businessman Roy Cohn, at Temple Mishkan Tefilah, Newton, Massachusetts. 
September 10, 1951  Great Britain freezes Iranian holdings of sterling in the country and outlaws 
exports to Iran. 
September 11, 1951  Frazek Jarda, a Czech railroad engineer, drives his train across the border into 
the US occupation zone of Germany at Selb-Ploeszberg.  On board are Jarda’s family and 21 others 
fleeing the communist regime.  They are granted sanctuary and the US refuses to return the train and 
87 other passengers until the Czechoslovak government returns William Oatis. 
The Rake’s Progress, an opera by Igor Stravinsky (69) to words of Auden and Kallman, is performed 
for the first time, at Teatro La Fenice, Venice, conducted by the composer. 
September 12, 1951  Dirk Jan Struik, a mathematics professor at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, is indicted for conspiring to overthrow the governments of the United States and 
Massachusetts.  He is suspended by MIT. 
September 13, 1951  77 passengers of a Czechoslovak train that was driven to Germany two days ago 
are allowed to  return home.  The rest choose to stay in the west. 



September 14, 1951  A riot in Leipzig involves 3,500 civilians and 400 police.  Many injuries ensue 
and 100 people are arrested. 
Albert Wilson and Rudolph Minkowski discover the Asteroid Geographos with the Mt. Palomar 
Observatory in California. 
September 17, 1951  Msgr. Augustin Pacha, the Archbishop of Timosoara, is sentenced to 18 years in 
prison by a military court in Bucharest for spying for the United States. 
Several members of the film industry testify in Washington before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, naming names of people who they say are communists.  Several others refuse to testify. 
September 19, 1951  The South China Daily of Canton reports that 400,000 people have been arrested 
in South China over the last two years for political offenses. 
Testifying before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, Lt. Gen. Albert Wedemeyer (Ret.) says 
that three State Department officials gave him advice during World War II that would have helped 
the Chinese Communists.  He names the officials, saying he doesn’t know if they are disloyal or not. 
A television tube that can receive both color and black and white pictures is demonstrated at 
Paramount Pictures Corp., New York.  It was invented by Ernest Lawrence of the University of 
California. 
Elia Kazan’s filmed version of Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire starring Marlin Brando 
and Vivian Leigh is released in the United States. 
September 20, 1951  The Indian Parliament changes marriage laws limiting Hindus, Buddhists, Djins 
and Sikhs to one wife.  Women are granted the right to sue for divorce.  The law does not apply to 
Moslems.  There is so much opposition in the country that Prime Minister Nehru delays enactment of 
the measure until the next session of Parliament. 
Yorick, a monkey, and eleven mice become the first Earth beings to fly in a rocket and survive.  They 
reach a height of 70 km.  The flight takes place in New Mexcio. 
The first shopping mall in history opens in Seattle. 
September 23, 1951  United Nations forces capture Heartbreak Ridge, north of Yanggu, Korea.  They 
will lose it tomorrow. 
Doctors perform an operation on King George VI at Buckingham Palace to remove part of a lung. 
General Jean de Lattre de Tassigny, the French High Commissioner for Indo-China, completes a week 
of meetings in Washington.  He has been promised the second highest amount of US military aid to 
East Asia, second only to Korea. 
US President Truman releases three secret reports made by then Vice-President Henry Wallace to 
President Roosevelt after his 1944 mission to China.  Wallace urged Roosevelt to support Chiang Kai-
shek.  Truman released the documents to counter charges before a Senate committee that Wallace 
was influenced by communists in the State Department. 
September 24, 1951  The offices of Hoy, a leftist newspaper in Havana, are ransacked by masked men, 
its equipment destroyed. 
September 25, 1951  The Iranian government orders all British technicians at the Abadan oil refinery 
to leave the country by October 4. 
Seven days of testimony before the House Un-American Activities Committee end in Los Angeles.  78 
members of the Screen Writers Guild have been accused of being Communists. 
September 27, 1951  Iranian troops take over the Abadan oil refinery.  All but ten of the 300 British 
employees are forbidden to enter. 
The Bundestag of West Germany unanimously votes to pay restitution to Jews for “unspeakable 
crimes perpetrated” by the Nazis.  No specific sum is named. 
A Council of State is appointed to rule Great Britain while King George VI recovers from the 
operation of September 23. 



Senator Joseph McCarthy appears before the Senate Foreign Relations committee and testifies that 
Ambassador-at-large Philip Jessup because he associated with “Red-front organizations”. 
September 28, 1951  CBS-Columbia color televisions go on sale for the first time, in New York. 
American astronomer Seth Barnes Nicholson discovers Ananke, the twelfth moon of Jupiter to be 
observed from Earth, from the Mount Wilson Observatory near Pasadena, California.  It is the fifth 
and last moon of Jupiter to be discovered by Nicholson. 
October 1, 1951  Large screen color television is demonstrated in Zürich.  The Eidophor system was 
developed at the Swiss Institute of Technology by a team led by Ernst Baumann. 
October 2, 1951  Television begins in Denmark with three one-hour broadcasts per week.  Television 
is also inaugurated in the Netherlands. 
October 3, 1951  With peace negotiations on hold, UN forces open a new offensive in central Korea. 
French troops evacuate Binhlu, Indo-China, near the border with China after it is attacked by Viet 
Minh. 
Arthur Honegger (59) conducts for the last time, in a recording session of Le Roi David. 
US Ambassador-at-large Philip Jessup testifies before the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee that the 
charges against him by Senator Joseph McCarthy are “barefaced falsehoods, distortions and 
misrepresentations.” 
October 4, 1951  The second shopping mall in history opens in Framingham, Massachusetts. 
An American in Paris, a film with music by George Gershwin (†14), is released. 
October 5, 1951  The British government in Malaya announces strict controls on food in an attempt to 
starve out guerrillas. 
October 6, 1951  Henry Gurney, the British High Commissioner in Malaya, is killed when his three-
car convoy is attacked by guerrillas north of Kuala Lampur. 
Two works for small groups of instruments are performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen:  
Double Concerto for violin, piano and small orchestra by Ernst Krenek (51), and Polyphonie X for 18 
instruments by Pierre Boulez (26). 
October 7, 1951  UN forces complete the capture of Heartbreak Ridge, trapping many North Koreans 
on the summit. 
Piano Concerto no.2 by Lukas Foss (29) is performed for the first time, in Venice, the composer at the 
piano. 
Symphony no.3 by Hans Werner Henze (25) is performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen. 
October 8, 1951  King Farouk of Egypt repudiates the Anglo-Egyptian treaty of 1936 and proclaims 
himself King of the Sudan. 
October 9, 1951  The opposing sides in the Korean War agree on a new site for truce talks:  
Panmunjom. 
October 10, 1951  Ten Poems on Texts by Revolutionary Poets for boys’ chorus and chorus by Dmitri 
Shostakovich (45) is performed for the first time, in Moscow Conservatory Bolshoy Hall. 
October 11, 1951  Duo no.2 for violin and piano by Arthur Berger (40) is performed for the first time, 
in Town Hall, New York. 
October 15, 1951  The Egyptian Parliament votes to end the 1936 defense treaty with Great Britain.  
This requires the British to pull out of Suez and Sudan. 
Carl Djerassi perfects a synthetic progesterone pill in Mexico City.  This is essentially a birth control 
pill, but no one, including Djerassi, wants to test it for that use. 
October 16, 1951  Prime Minister Liaqat Ali Khan of Pakistan is shot to death by an Afghan fanatic as 
he addresses a meeting at Rawalpindi Army headquarters.  The assassin is killed by the spectators.  
Khwaja Nazimuddin is named prime minister. 
British troops battle rioters in Port Said and Isamailiya, Egypt over the status of the canal.  Twelve 
people are killed. 



Charles Davis is convicted in Lausanne of political espionage.  He admits to being a spy for US 
Senator Joseph McCarthy and was paid to gather damaging evidence about John Carter Vincent, the 
former US Minister to Switzerland.  Davis is sentenced to eight months in prison but is released and 
expelled from the country for health reasons. 
October 17, 1951  The Egyptian government sends several hundred police into the canal zone and 
restores order. 
Nine people, including four Catholic priests, are sentenced to death in a Lublin court for activity 
against the Polish government. 
Argentine President Juan Perón orders that the annual October 18 Loyalty Day be honored as St. 
Evita’s Day in honor of his wife. 
October 18, 1951  Herbert Eimert, Werner Meyer-Eppler and Robert Beyer resolve to “compose 
directly onto magnetic tape” at the Cologne radio station. 
October 19, 1951  Great Britain, France and the United States agree to allow West Germany to control 
foreign trade and govern its constitutional affairs. 
US President Truman signs a congressional resolution that the state of war with Germany is ended, to 
take effect October 24. 
CBS agrees to postpone color TV after a request from the Defense Mobilization director to use 
strategic materials only for defense.  Television makers will agree on October 25. 
The Board of Regents of the University of California vote to rescind the Loyalty Oath requirement.  In 
the two years since its adoption, 56 faculty have refused to sign, eight of them were sacked.  The 
move is not retroactive. 
The first two movements of Gian-Carlo Menotti’s (40) symphonic poem Apocalypse is performed for 
the first time, in the Oakland Civic Center, Pittsburgh.  See January 18, 1952. 
Cumberland Concerto for orchestra by Roy Harris (53) is performed for the first time, in the Music Hall, 
Cincinnati. 
October 20, 1951  On a train between Amboise and Paris, in the “fog of a headache”, Pierre Schaeffer 
(41) works out his ideas for Symphonie pour un homme seul. 
US President Truman nominates Mark Clark to be Ambassador to the Vatican.  It is the first time a US 
envoy is to be resident at the Vatican.  US Protestant leaders protest. 
October 22, 1951  British forces take control of Suez at the southern end of the canal. 
Piano Concerto no.4 by Ernst Krenek (51) is performed for the first time, in Cologne, under the baton 
of the composer. 
October 23, 1951  After ten days of fighting, UN troops control, but do not occupy, Kumsong. 
Great Britain suspends trade betweent the canal zone and Egypt. 
October 24, 1951  A new railroad is completed connecting Damman with Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
October 25, 1951  After two months, Korean truce negotiations resume at Panmunjom. 
Brigadier General Conrad Snow says in Washington that in the four years he has been head of the 
State Department’s Loyalty Review Board, “not one case has been found of a present Communist 
working” in the department. 
In British national elections, the Conservative Party gains 19 seats and a plurality in Parliament, even 
though Labour wins the most votes. 
October 26, 1951  Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill replaces Clement Richard Attlee as Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom at the head of a Conservative government supported by the National 
Liberals. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Mohammed Salah el-Din Bey calls on the 30,000 British subjects in Egypt 
to leave the country. 
October 27, 1951  Divagação for cello, piano and drum by Heitor Villa-Lobos (64) is performed for the 
first time, in Rio de Janeiro. 



October 28, 1951  Incidental music to Adam de la Halle’s play Le jeu de Robin et Marion by Darius 
Milhaud (59) is performed for the first time, in the Hessiches Staats-Theater, Wiesbaden. 
October 29, 1951  Jean Léon François Marie de Raymond, French Commissioner in Cambodia, is 
stabbed to death while he sleeps in Phnom Penh, by a servant.  The killer escapes but an accomplice 
is arrested. 
Set of Two for violin and piano strings by Henry Cowell (54) is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York. 
October 30, 1951  New British Prime Minister Winston Churchill sends another infantry division to 
the Suez. 
The first Canadian deployment of troops to Europe in peacetime arrives at Rotterdam. 
October 31, 1951  The Communist candidate for President of Argentina, Rodolfo Ghioldi, is shot and 
seriously injured while campaigning in Parana. 
November 1, 1951  Truce negotiators at Panmunjom agree to the eastern half of the truce line. 
Nikolaos Plastiras replaces Sophoklis Eleftheriou Venizelos as Prime Minister of Greece. 
Moroccans riot in Casablanca against the French on local election day.  Six people are killed, 60 
injured. 
Ricercare and Toccata on a Theme from “The Old Maid and the Thief” for piano by Gian Carlo Menotti (40) 
is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
An orchestral suite from Stefan Wolpe’s (49) ballet The Man from Midian is performed for the first 
time, by the New York Philharmonic. 
November 2, 1951  4,000 more British troops are flown into Suez. 
Television service begins in Argentina, broadcasting from Buenos Aires. 
November 3, 1951  The Egyptian government orders that all Egyptian employees of the British army 
quit their jobs by November 30 or face charges of treason.  The British government sends 1,000 
dependents home from Port Said. 
A bomb goes off at the Buenos Aires factory printing Eva Perón’s new book La Razon de Mi Vida.  
There is little damage. 
November 4, 1951  British troops take over the Suez Customs House from Egyptian control. 
November 5, 1951  Ernest MacMillan (58) begins a weekly radio program of recorded music on 
CKEY, Toronto. 
November 7, 1951  The National Theater, under new management, agrees to end racial segregation.  
This allows the resumption of legitimate stage plays.  The theater has been boycotted by Actors’ 
Equity for 2 ½ years. 
Erosão (Origem do rio Amazonas), a symphonic poem by Heitor Villa-Lobos (64), is performed for the 
first time, in Louisville, Kentucky. 
November 9, 1951  String Quartet no.12 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (64) is performed for the first time, in 
Rio de Janeiro. 
November 10, 1951  French forces capture Chobenh, southwest of Hanoi. 
Mayor M. Leslie Downing of Englewood, New Jersey calls Mayor Frank Osborne of Alameda, 
California.  It is the first transcontinental direct dial telephone call. 
Evensong at Brookside:  A Father’s Lullaby for male chorus by Henry Cowell (54) is performed for the 
first time, in Carnegie Recital Hall, New York. 
November 11, 1951  Ronald Reagan is reelected President of the Screen Actors’ Guild. 
John Mullin and Wayne Johnson demonstrate the video tape camera which they invented, in Beverly 
Hills, California. 
National elections in Argentina held today result in victory for the Perónista Party in the presidential 
and congressional contests. 



November 12, 1951  Seven leaders of the Greek Left are released from prison by the government.  
They take their seats as Members of Parliament. 
Paint Your Wagon by Lerner and Loewe opens in New York. 
Brasilianischen Ouvertüre, part I of Alagoana, Caprichos Brasileiros for orchestra by Bernd Alois 
Zimmermann (33), is performed for the first time, in the Stadttheater Bielefeld.  See April 25, 1954. 
November 13, 1951  100,000 demonstrators in Cairo peacefully protest the presence of Great Britain in 
Egypt. 
After three-weeks of talks with Iranian Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh in Washington, the 
US State Department announces its failure to find any basis to restart Anglo-Iranian negotiations. 
Aaron Copland delivers his first lecture as Charles Eliot Norton Professor at Harvard Univeristy, on 
the eve of his 51st birthday.  His six lectures will be published in 1952 as Music and Imagination. 
November 14, 1951 French forces capture Hoabinh, southwest of Hanoi. 
The United States and Yugoslavia sign a military assistance agreement. 
200,000 demonstrators in Cairo peacefully protest the presence of Great Britain in Egypt. 
Over 60% of France’s coal miners heed calls by the Communist and Socialist parties to strike. 
Six Adagios for orchestra by Willem Pijper (†4) are performed for the first time, in Utrecht.  A 
premiere was being planned in 1940 when the Germans invaded the Netherlands. 
November 16, 1951  Joie de vivre, a ballet by Toru Takemitsu (21) and Hiroyoshi Suzuki to a scenario 
by Akiyama, is performed for the first time, in Hibiya Public Hall, Tokyo. 
November 17, 1951  17 people are killed over the next two days in fighting between British troops 
and Egyptian police in Isamailiya. 
President Truman allows Jean Sibelius (85) to renew US copyrights on his music which lapsed during 
World War II. 
Fantasia for saxophone (soprano or tenor) by Heitor Villa-Lobos (64) is performed for the first time, in 
the Auditório do Ministério da Educação e Cultura, the composer conducting. 
November 18, 1951  Joaquín Rodrigo (49) is invested into the Academy of Fine Arts of San Fernando, 
in Madrid.  For the occasion he plays the premiere of his Sonatas de Castilla for piano. 
Gypsy Fantasy op.127 for orchestra from Sergei Prokofiev’s unperformed ballet The Tale of the Stone 
Flower is performed for the first time, in Moscow.  See February 12, 1954. 
Four of the 24 Preludes and Fugues op.87 for piano by Dmitri Shostakovich (45) are performed for the 
first time, in Leningrad Glinka Hall, by the composer.  The entire cycle will be performed on 
December 23 and 28, 1952. 
Sonatina for piano by Conlon Nancarrow (39) is performed for the first time, at the National Gallery 
of Art, Washington. 
November 19, 1951  Oscar Torp replaces Einar Gerhardsen as prime minister of Norway. 
Flying from Munich to Belgrade, a United States Air Force transport plane is forced down by Soviet 
fighters over Hungary. 
At the Harwell atomic center in Great Britain, the first atomic heating plant begins operation.  It heats 
an 80-room office building. 
A recording of Hans Werner Henze’s (25) radio opera after Kafka Ein Landarzt is performed for the 
first time, in Hamburg.  See November 29, 1951 and November 30, 1965. 
Le buisson ardent (part 1) op.203 and (part 2) op.171, symphonic poems by Charles Koechlin (†0), are 
performed for the first time, in Paris. 
Concertino d’été op.311 for viola and orchestra by Darius Milhaud (59) is performed for the first time, 
in Charleston, South Carolina. 
November 20, 1951  UN command in Korea confirms that 365 US servicemen were killed by the other 
side when they were prisoners-of-war.  Their bodies have been discovered. 



Emperor Hirohito signs the Japanese ratifications of the San Francisco Peace Treaty and Security 
Treaty in Tokyo. 
November 21, 1951  Igor Stravinsky (69) board a plane in Rome for their first transatlantic flight.  
With several stops, they will arrive in New York 30 hours later. 
November 22, 1951  Korean truce negotiators agree in Panmunjom that if the issues separating them 
are not resolved within a month, the current battle front will serve as a truce line. 
An agreement on the ending of the occupation of West Germany is reached in Paris by 
representatives of France, Great Britain, the US and West Germany. 
Animal Folk Songs for Children by Ruth Crawford Seeger (50) is released by Doubleday. 
November 24, 1951  Gigi by Anita Loos opens in New York. 
November 25, 1951  Seven Pastorales for chamber orchestra by Lou Harrison (34) is performed 
completely for the first time, in New York. 
November 27, 1951  Negotiators in Panmunjom set a cease-fire line at the current battle front.  They 
give themselves 30 days to work out all other issues.  If that can not be done, the line agreement will 
be nullified. 
The former Vice-Premier of Czechoslovakia, Rudolf Slansky, is arrested and charged with “Titoism.” 
November 28, 1951  I Am a Camera by John van Druten after Christopher Isherwood opens in New 
York. 
Excerpts from King Oedipus for solo voices, chorus and original instruments by Harry Partch (50) to 
his own words after Yeats after Sophocles, are performed for the first time, privately, at Mills College, 
Oakland, California.  See March 14, 1952. 
November 29, 1951  For the first time, the United States detonates a nuclear bomb underground.  It 
happens at Frenchman Flats, Nevada. 
Hans Werner Henze’s (25) radio opera after Kafka Ein Landarzt is broadcast live for the first time.  See 
November 19, 1951 and November 30, 1965. 
Chorales for Spring for piano by Lou Harrison (34) is performed for the first time, at Black Mountain 
College, North Carolina. 
November 30, 1951  The American Medical Association approves the treatment of public drinking 
water with fluoride. 
Horizontes for violin, cello, a microtonal zither-harp and orchestra by Julián Carrillo (76) is performed 
for the first time, in Pittsburgh. 
December 1, 1951  Billy Budd op.50, an opera by Benjamin Britten (38) to words of Forster and Crozier 
after Melville, is performed for the first time, at Covent Garden, conducted by the composer. 
December 3, 1951  Gun battles over the next two days between Egyptian civilians and police and 
British troops causes 65 deaths in Suez City. 
December 4, 1951  The Pied Piper, a ballet to Aaron Copland’s (51) Clarinet Concerto, choreographed 
by Jerome Robbins, is performed for the first time, at New York City Center. 
December 5, 1951  The Yugoslav government frees Archbishop Aloysius Stepinac, provided he act 
only as a parish priest, not issuing pastoral letters. 
The Triumph of Saint Joan Symphony by Norman Dello Joio (38) is performed for the first time, in 
Louisville.  While writing the work, the composer was contacted by Martha Graham who had a 
commission for a solo ballet and she wanted Dello Joio to write the music.  He told her it was 
impossible as he was in the middle of writing a symphony.  She said she would dance to that.  Dello 
Joio remembers the premiere as a disaster for Ms. Graham (“she spent much of her time just running 
around the stage”) but she will turn it into Seraphic Dialogue, with three dancers taking the part of 
Joan.  It will become one of her more successful works. 
December 7, 1951  The offices of nine newspapers in Teheran are attacked and ransacked by rioters. 



Three Symphonic Essays for orchestra by Roy Harris (53) is performed for the first time, at the Juilliard 
School, New York. 
December 8, 1951  15 newspaper editors and 15 anti-Mossadegh members of the Iranian Parliament 
take refuge in the Parliament building in Teheran, fearing death at the hands of nationalist extremists.  
They will remain there until the 13th. 
An article in Izvestia attacks Dmitri Shostakovich (45) and his 24 Preludes and Fugues for piano as a 
backward step from the “realistic position” he took in 1948. 
December 9, 1951  The first of the Two Pastorales for prepared piano by John Cage (39) is performed 
for the first time, at the 92nd Street Y, New York, to a dance by Merce Cunningham.  See February 10, 
1952. 
December 10, 1951  Great Britain’s King George VI, having recovered from his operation of 
September 23, dissolves the Council of State which ruled in his place and resumes his powers. 
December 11, 1951  A session of the Iranian Parliament dissolves into fist fights between pro and 
anti-Mossadegh legislators. 
Dickinson Song Cycle for voice and piano by Otto Luening (51) is performed publicly for the first time, 
in Carnegie Recital Hall, New York.  See August 21, 1951. 
December 12, 1951  Egypt recalls its ambassador to Great Britain. 
Wedding Suite op.126 for orchestra from Sergei Prokofiev’s unperformed ballet The Tale of the Stone 
Flower is performed for the first time, in Moscow.  See February 12, 1954. 
December 13, 1951  With the ratification of Colombia, the 14th nation to do so, the Charter of the 
Organization of American States goes into effect. 
The French National Assembly ratifies the European Coal and Steel Community. 
President Getulio Vargas of Brazil drafts 16,000 striking airline workers into the armed forces to stop 
a five-day-old strike. 
Incidental music to de Musset’s play On ne badine pas avec l’Amour by Arthur Honegger (59) is 
performed for the first time, in the Théâtre Marigny, Paris. 
Piano Sonatina no.2 by Vincent Persichetti (36) is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New 
York. 
December 14, 1951  The first honorary DMus granted by Bristol University is conferred on Ralph 
Vaughan Williams (79) by its chancellor, Winston Churchill. 
December 16, 1951  El mondo novo, a ballet by Gian Francesco Malipiero (69) to his own story after 
Tiepolo, is performed for the first time, in a concert setting in Teatro Argentina, Rome. 
Introït, récit et congé for cello and orchestra by Florent Schmitt (81) is performed for the first time, in 
Paris. 
December 18, 1951  British and Egyptian foreign ministers meet in Paris but reach no agreement in 
their dispute over Suez. 
December 19, 1951  Concertino d’automne op.309 for two pianos and orchestra by Darius Milhaud (59) 
is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
December 20, 1951  The independence of the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman is recognized by Great 
Britain. 
Baja California becomes the 29th state of Mexico. 
The atomic reactor at Arco, Idaho becomes the first one to produce useable amounts of electricity. 
Two of Les chants de Nectaire for flute op.200 by Charles Koechlin (†0) are performed for the first time, 
at the Schola Cantorum, Paris. 
December 21, 1951  Several western allies repudiate clauses in the Italian Peace Treaty limiting the 
Italian armed forces. 
December 23, 1951  John Huston’s film The African Queen is shown for the first time, in Los Angeles. 



December 24, 1951  The Kingdom of Libya is declared independent under King Idris I and Prime 
Minister Mahmud al-Muntasir. 
Amahl and the Night Visitors, an opera by Gian-Carlo Menotti (40) to his own words, is performed for 
the first time, over the airwaves of the NBC television network.  See February 21, 1952. 
December 25, 1951  A bomb explodes at the home of Harry Moore, secretary of the Florida NAACP, 
in Mims, Florida killing Moore and his wife Harriette. 
December 26, 1951  La Tour de Babel, a film with music by Arthur Honegger (59), is performed for the 
first time, in Paris. 
December 27, 1951  Truce negotiators at Panmunjom fail to meet today’s deadline and therefore 
nullify the agreement of November 27. 
December 28, 1951  Four members of the US Air Force detained in Hungary since their plane was 
forced down November 19 are sent across the border into Austria.  The US paid $120,000 for their 
release. 
December 29, 1951  Karlheinz Stockhausen (23) marries Doris Andreae, a pianist and daughter of an 
industrialist, in Hamburg. 
December 30, 1951  La Rédemption de François Villon, a radio play by José Bruyr and music by Arthur 
Honegger (59), is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Radio France originating in Paris.  
The recording was made on December 12. 
January 1, 1952  The Secret People, a film with music by Roberto Gerhard (55), is released in the United 
States. 
Music of Changes for piano by John Cage (39) is performed completely for the first time, in the Cherry 
Lane Theater, New York.  Also premiered is Morton Feldman’s (25) Intersections 2 for piano.  See July 
5, 1951. 
January 4, 1952  French forces begin an offensive into the Ba Tai forest against the Viet Minh. 
Serenade for two clarinets, violin, viola and cello by Bohuslav Martinu (61) is performed for the first 
time, in New York. 
January 5, 1952  Governor Herman Talmadge of Georgia attacks television shows which depict 
whites and blacks of both sexes “on a purely equal, social basis.” 
Four movie studios, Columbia, MGM, Universal and Warner Brothers, settle law suits brought by 
nine of the Hollywood Ten.  The plaintiffs sought over $300,000 in damages and lost wages.  Reports 
are that they will receive just over $100,000. 
West Point Suite for band op.313 by Darius Milhaud (59) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie 
Hall, New York. 
January 6, 1952  Four people convicted of spying for mainland China are executed in Taipei. 
January 7, 1952  Conservatives riot outside the Knesset in Jerusalem over the plan by Prime Minister 
Ben-Gurion to negotiate reparations with West Germany.  390 people are injured. 
Socialist stage job actions in Austria to protest the restoration of a fortune to Nazi leader Prince Ernst 
Rüdiger von Starhemberg, presently in Argentina. 
The French cabinet of René Pleven resigns over his attempts to balance the budget. 
General Dwight Eisenhower reveals that he is a member of the Republican Party and would accept a 
draft of that party for president. 
Philip Loeb, an actor on the US television series The Goldbergs is cut from the show by its producer, 
Gertrude Berg.  Berg says that no one will sponsor the show with Loeb in it because he has been 
accused publicly of being a communist.  Loeb denies the charge. 
January 8, 1952  Karlheinz Stockhausen (23) arrives in Paris from Hamburg.  Here he will work on a 
commission from Donaueschingen and study with Darius Milhaud (59) and Olivier Messiaen (43). 
January 9, 1952  Egyptians attack a British army convoy near Suez.  Two people are killed. 



January 10, 1952  Two civilian employees of the US Army who were fired four years ago for allegedly 
attending communist meetings are restored to duty by the court and awarded back pay. 
Harpsichord Sonata no.1 by Vincent Persichetti (36) is performed for the first time, at Shippensburg 
State College, Pennsylvania. 
January 11, 1952  Czechoslovak agents seize $2,600,000 in gold and silver from Prague jewelry shops 
where it was allegedly hidden by opponents of the government. 
Suite for violin, piano and small orchestra by Lou Harrison (34) is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York. 
January 12, 1952  Today begins five days of gunfire between British troops and Egyptian snipers in 
the Suez Canal Zone.  25 people are killed. 
Concerto for cello and orchestra no.1 by Bohuslav Martinu (61) is performed for the first time, in The 
Hague. 
January 13, 1952  The White House announces that it is withdrawing a nomination for an ambassador 
to the Vatican.  Protestant groups hail the decision. 
January 15, 1952  Jean van Houtte replaces Joseph Pholien as prime minister of Belgium. 
The Egyptian Chamber of Deputies passes a bill making collaboration with foreign troops in Egypt a 
crime punishable by life imprisonment. 
January 16, 1952  Soviet authorities order foreign diplomats to stay within 25 miles of Moscow and 
bar them from 22 cities. 
British troops conduct raids in Tel el-Kebir and El Hammada taking 120-160 Egyptian policemen into 
custody. 
The first son of King Farouk of Egypt is born.  He is named Ahmed Faud. 
January 17, 1952  William Walton (49) is named a member of the Swedish Academy of Music. 
January 18, 1952  Anti-British riots erupt in Egypt. 
Edgar Faure replaces René Pleven as prime minister of France. 
French forces in Tunisia are mobilized and twelve Tunisian nationalist leaders, including Habib 
Bourgiba, are arrested. 
Imaginary Landscape no.5 for any 42 recordings, “the score to be realized as a magnetic tape”, by John 
Cage (39), is performed for the first time, in the Hunter College Playhouse, New York for the dance 
Portrait of a Lady.  It was composed six days ago in the space of 18 hours.  Morton Feldman’s (26) 
piano work Nature Pieces is premiered for the dance Changing Woman. 
Gian Carlo Menotti’s (40) symphonic poem Apocalypse is performed completely for the first time, in 
Philadelphia.  See October 9, 1951. 
January 19, 1952  French troops fire on Tunisian demonstrators in Mateur, killing eight and injuring 
26. 
January 20, 1952  Arthur George Farwell dies in Lexington Hospital, New York, after a short illness, 
aged 79 years, eight months and 28 days. 
Harmonium op.50, a cycle for voice and piano by Vincent Persichetti (36), to words of Stevens, is 
performed for the first time, at the Museum of Modern Art, New York. 
January 21, 1952  Iran forces the closure of three British consulates in the country claiming that they 
had interfered with Iranian internal affairs. 
16 people are killed and over 100 injured in clashes between French forces and Tunisian nationalists.  
Rioting broke out after the arrest of Habib Bourguiba and other leaders of the New Constitution 
Party. 
Canticle II “Abraham and Isaac” op.51 for alto, tenor and piano by Benjamin Britten (38) to an 
anonymous medieval play, is performed for the first time, in Albert Hall, Nottingham, the composer 
at the piano. 



Francis Poulenc (53) and Pierre Bernac begin their third North American tour with a performance at 
Dumbarton Oaks in Washington. 
Melodies passagères, a cycle for voice and piano by Samuel Barber (41) to words of Rilke, is performed 
completely for the first time, in Washington. 
January 23, 1952  27 people are killed in clashes between Tunisian nationalists and French troops in 
Tebouba and Moknine. 
January 24, 1952  UN truce negotiators report that talks in Panmunjom have reached a “complete 
state of paralysis.” 
14 people are killed in clashes between Tunisian nationalists and French troops in Teboulba, Kairoun 
and Kelibia. 
January 25, 1952  President Sveinn Björnsson of Iceland dies in Reykjavik.  His position is taken by an 
interim triumverate. 
The French administration declares a state of siege in Cap Bon, east of Tunis which serves to quell 
civil disorders. 
British troops battle Egyptian police in Isamiliya.  42 people are killed, 58 injured. 
Paul Hindemith’s (56) symphony Die Harmonie der Welt, commissioned to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the Kammerorchester of Basel, is performed for the first time, in Basel. 
January 26, 1952  On “Black Saturday in Cairo,” mobs burn approximately 700 businesses, most of 
them foreign owned, in a display of nationalistic fervor.  At least 67 people are killed. 
Marian Anderson sings to the first integrated audience in Miami.  250 white patrons are given 
refunds when they learn the audience will not be segregated. 
January 27, 1952  Over a week of anti-British riots in Egypt end when King Farouk appoints Ali 
Maher Pasha as prime minister. 
January 29, 1952  Epigraph for orchestra by Norman Dello Joio (39) is performed for the first time, in 
Denver. 
January 30, 1952  Career diplomat John Carter Vincent appears before a committee of the US Senate 
to deny charges that he was once a communist or held pro-communist views. 
January 31, 1952  US President Truman calls Senator Joseph McCarthy pathological, untruthful and a 
character assassin. 
US immigration officials announce that they stopped Paul Robeson from crossing the border into 
Canada. 
Sinfonia by Leon Kirchner (33) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
February 1, 1952  Französische Suite nach Rameau, a ballet by Werner Egk (50), is performed for the first 
time, in the Hamburg Staatsoper. 
February 6, 1952  King George VI of Great Britain dies in his sleep of a heart attack at Sandringham 
and is succeeded by his daughter, Elizabeth II.  The new queen is presently in a game park in Kenya. 
The Argentine government announces that General Francisco Suarez and about 100 others have been 
arrested for plotting to overthrow the government. 
Five Songs from William Blake for baritone and orchestra by Virgil Thomson (55) is performed for the 
first time, in Louisville. 
February 8, 1952  String Quartet in D by Arnold Schoenberg (†0) is performed for the first time, at the 
Library of Congress, Washington. 
February 9, 1952  Italy announces that it is no longer bound by peace treaty agreements with the 
Soviet Union.  They claim the USSR broke its treaty commitments to support Italian membership in 
the UN when it vetoed Italy’s application. 
February 10, 1952  Two Pastorales for prepared piano by John Cage (39) is performed completely for 
the first time, in the Cherry Lane Theater, New York.  Also premiered are Fugue for David Tudor for 



piano by Lou Harrison (34), Intermission 4 and Intermission 5 for piano by Morton Feldman (26), and 
Three Pieces for Piano by Earle Brown (25).  See December 9, 1951. 
Three works by Donald Martino (20) are performed for the first time, in Syracuse, New York:  From 
the Bad Child’s Book of Beasts for voice and piano to words of Belloc, Separate Songs for voice and piano 
to words of Joyce and Houseman and the Clarinet Sonata, the composer as soloist. 
February 11, 1952  Four Songs to Poems of Thomas Campion for mezzo-soprano, clarinet, viola and harp 
by Virgil Thomson (55) is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
The Tenor, an opera by Hugo Weisgall (39) to words of Shapiro and Lert after Wedekind, is performed 
for the first time, in Baltimore. 
February 14, 1952  The Sixth Winter Olympics open in Oslo. 
February 15, 1952  Along with several other patrons of the Silver Slipper Club in San Antonio, Texas, 
Duke Ellington (52) is arrested for liquor curfew violations.  He pleads guilty, pays a five dollar fine 
and is released. 
February 17, 1952  Boulevard Solitude, a lyric drama by Hans Werner Henze (25) to words of Jokisch 
after Weil, is performed for the first time, at the Hanover Opera House.  See June 7, 1952. 
Improvvisazione no.1 for orchestra by Bruno Maderna (31) is performed for the first time, in Hamburg. 
To you, America! for band by William Grant Still (56), composed for the 150th anniversary of the 
United States Military Academy at West Point, is performed for the first time. 
Waltz for Merle, a dance for piano by Stefan Wolpe (49), is performed for the first time, at the YMHA 
in New York. 
February 18, 1952  A riot by North Korean civilians at an internment camp on Koje Island near Pusan 
results in the deaths of 75 camp inmates. 
Greece and Turkey are admitted to NATO. 
President Juan Perón of Argentina orders extreme austerity measures to avert financial crisis. 
The Symphony-Concerto op.125 for cello and orchestra by Sergei Prokofiev (60) is performed for the 
first time, at Moscow Conservatory.  The concert is attended by the ailing composer but he is too ill to 
go to the stage to receive applause. 
Composition for Orchestra no.1 by Luigi Nono (28) is performed for the first time, in Hamburg 
conducted by Bruno Maderna (31). 
February 19, 1952  Hungary nationalizes privately owned apartment houses.  They also expropriate 
all private homes having more than five rooms. 
The US State Dept. Loyalty and Security Board clears career diplomat John Carter Vincent of charges 
of communism laid against him by Senator Joseph McCarthy. 
February 20, 1952  President Juan Perón of Argentina orders the nationalization of three telephone 
companies owned by IT&T. 
The African Queen starring Humphrey Bogart and Katherine Hepburn, is released in the United States. 
February 21, 1952  Amahl and the Night Visitors, an opera by Gian Carlo Menotti (40) to his own 
words, is staged before a live audience for the first time, in Bloomington, Indiana.  See December 24, 
1951. 
February 22, 1952  Sergei Prokofiev’s (60) festive poem The Meeting of the Volga with the Don River 
op.130, composed to celebrate the completion of the Volga-Don Canal, is performed for the first time, 
over the airwaves of Radio Moscow. 
February 24, 1952  French forces abandon the stronghold of Hoabinh, 65 km west of Hanoi. 
String Quartet no.2 by Peter Mennin (28) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
Cycle of Holy Songs for voice and piano by Ned Rorem (28) to words of the Bible is performed for the 
first time, in Washington. 



Igor Stravinsky (69) witnesses a performance of Suite for seven instruments op.29 of Arnold 
Schoenberg (†0) and the Quartet for clarinet, tenor saxophone, violin and piano op.22 of Anton 
Webern (†6).  This is seen as a point of transition into serial technique. 
February 25, 1952  The Sixth Winter Olympic Games close in Oslo.  In twelve days of competition, 
694 athletes from 30 countries took part. 
A meeting of NATO defense, foreign and finance ministers concludes in Lisbon.  They agree to a 
European army which will include Germans, inclusion of Greek and Turkish forces in the NATO 
force and a revision of the organization. 
A US Court of Appeals in New York upholds the death sentences of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and 
the 30-year sentence of Morton Sobell. 
Harvey Matusow testifies before the Un-American Activities Committee of the Ohio Legislature that 
three members of The Weavers, Pete Seeger, Fred Halterman and Ronnie Gilbert, are Communists.  
He said that a fourth member, Lee Hays, is a former Communist. 
Piano Trio no.3 by Bohuslav Martinu (61) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
February 26, 1952  Prime Minister Churchill announces that the United Kingdom has produced its 
own atomic bomb. 
West Germany agrees to contribute 11,250,000,000 marks to the defense of western Europe. 
Professor Owen Lattimore of Johns Hopkins University begins three days of testimony before the 
Senate Internal Security Committee and denies charges that he was ever a communist, that he was 
ever part of a communist organization or that he convinced the State Department to abandon the 
Nationalist Chinese. 
The fourth suite from the score to the film Descobrimento do Brasil by Heitor Villa-Lobos (64) is 
performed for the first time, in the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris. 
February 27, 1952  The United Nations Trusteeship Council meets in the Council Building in New 
York.  It is the first meeting of a major organ of the UN in its permanent headquarters. 
Four Cummings Choruses op.46 by Vincent Persichetti (36) is performed for the first time, in Dallas. 
February 28, 1952  The United States and Japan sign an agreement in Tokyo which allows the United 
States to set up military bases on Japanese territory. 
February 29, 1952  Violin Concerto by Carlos Chávez (52) is performed for the first time, in the 
Palacio de Bellas Artes, Mexico City, conducted by the composer. 
March 1, 1952  Ahmed Naguib al-Hilali Pasha replaces Ali Maher Pasha as Prime Minister of Egypt. 
The trial of 29 people accused being members of a communist spy network concludes in a military 
court in Athens.  Eight are sentenced to death, four to life in prison, ten to lesser sentences and seven 
are acquitted. 
March 2, 1952  Die Göttin im Putzzimmer for chorus acappella by Richard Strauss (†2) to words of 
Rückert, is performed for the first time, in Vienna. 
Nonet for brass op.49 by Wallingford Riegger (66) is performed for the first time, in Urbana, Illinois. 
March 3, 1952  In the case of Alder v. Board of Education of New York, the US Supreme Court found it 
lawful for states to sack any teacher whose opinions they dislike. 
Voters in Puerto Rico approve a new constitution making the island a commonwealth. 
Symphony in One Movement by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (33) is performed for the first time, in 
Cologne.  See November 20, 1953. 
March 5, 1952  The first cabinet is installed in the Gold Coast Colony (Ghana) with Kwame Nkrumah 
as prime minister. 
Kentucky Concerto by Otto Luening (51) is performed for the first time, in Louisville, the composer 
conducting. 
March 6, 1952  Antoine Pinay replaces Edgar Faure as prime minister of France. 



March 7, 1952  The Socialist Party of Argentina rejects an offer by President Perón to reopen its 
newspaper until “freedom of expression is once more a reality” in the country. 
A special federal court holds that the school segregation laws in Virginia are constitutional.  They 
claim that segregation has “begotten greater opportunities for the Negro.” 
March 8, 1952  While travelling in southern California with Robert Craft and others, Igor Stravinsky 
(69) describes his current crisis and claims he can compose no longer.  “I could not continue in the 
same strain, could not composer a sequel to The Rake, as I would have had to do.”  He tells of the 
power of Schoenberg’s (†0) music and that he wants to learn more. 
March 9, 1952  Tartiniana for violin and orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola (48) is performed for the first 
time, in Zürich. 
March 10, 1952  Fulgencio E. Batista y Zaldivar overthrows President Carlos Prio Socarras and 
becomes dictator of Cuba for a second time. 
The US Supreme Court rules that foreign citizens may be deported for the sole reason that they were 
once a member of the Communist Party. 
Quintet for clarinet, two violas and two cellos by David Diamond (36) is performed for the first time, 
in Town Hall, New York. 
March 12, 1952  General Lord Ismay is appointed the first Secretary General of NATO. 
March 13, 1952  Fighting between North Korean prisoners on Koje Island leads to the deaths of 13 of 
them at the hands of South Korean soldiers. 
Wolfgang Rihm is born in Karlsruhe. 
March 14, 1952  King Oedipus for solo voices, chorus and original instruments by Harry Partch (50) to 
his own words after Yeats after Sophocles, is performed for the first time, at Mills College, Oakland, 
California.  It is a popular and critical triumph.  See November 28, 1951. 
March 15, 1952  The Italian Senate ratfies the European Coal and Steel Community agreement. 
The government of Argentina places price controls on most consumer goods.  Extensions I for violin 
and piano by Morton Feldman (26) is performed for the first time, in McMillin Theater of Columbia 
University. 
March 16, 1952  The Nordic Council is established by Denmark, Iceland, Norway and Sweden. 
Negotiations in Teheran between the International Bank and Iran to operate the Iranian oil industry 
break down. 
Three Traditional Rhymes op.17 for voice, clarinet, bass clarinet, violin and viola by Anton Webern (†6) 
to anonymous words, is performed completely for the first time, in New York.  On the same program 
is the first performance of Webern’s Three Songs on Poems by Hildegard Jone op.25 for voice and piano.  
See May 8, 1951. 
March 17, 1952  National Police in Havana prevent congressmen from entering the Capitol Building 
on orders of the new dictator Fulgencio Batista. 
March 18, 1952  The government of Mexico returns a painting to the artist Diego Rivera which he 
painted for an art exhibit in Paris.  They object to the “pro-Communist” nature of the work, Nightmare 
of War and Dream of Peace. 
March 20, 1952  The Supreme Court of South Africa rules that placing colored voters on separate 
electoral roles is unconstitutional.  Prime Minister Daniel Malan rejects the decision. 
Four days of rioting begins in Trieste by Italians desiring the return of the Istrian Peninsula to Italy. 
The United States Senate ratifies the Japan Peace Treaty. 
March 21, 1952  Representatives of West Germany and Israel meet at The Hague to discuss Jewish 
damage claims against Germany. 
Professor Owen Lattimore ends twelve days of testimony before a committee of the US Senate.  
Senators could not budge him from his contention that he has never been a communist and his 



Institute of Pacific Relations is not controlled by communists.  However, they do accuse him of being 
“defiant, contumacious, insolent, overbearing, arrogant and disdainful.” 
March 22, 1952  Prime Minister Don Stephen Senanayake of Ceylon dies of head injuries suffered in a 
fall from a horse yesterday. 
The Brazilian Security Police arrest the chauffeur of the chief of the Superior General Staff as a 
Communist agent. 
Tape recording equipment is installed in the New York studio of Edgard Varèse (68). 
Three songs from Kurt Weill’s (†1) unfinished musical Huckleberry Finn, to words of Anderson, 
orchestrated by Bennett, are performed for the first time, in New York. 
March 23, 1952  Choeurs monodiques op.169 for male chorus by Charles Koechlin (†1) is performed 
publicly for the first time, in a production of Alceste by Euripedes (translated by Marchand) over the 
airwaves of French Radio III.  See December 10, 1943. 
March 24, 1952  While Aaron Copland (51) and his sister Laurine are having lunch in another part of 
the city, their brother Ralph leaps from the sixteenth story of a Manhattan office building.  The two 
were meeting to discuss Ralph’s personal problems.  Copland will support Ralph’s widow for the rest 
of her life. 
March 25, 1952  The US State Department discloses that it sacked 119 employees last year because 
they were homosexual. 
The government of Canada announces that in 1951, the population of Montreal passed the 1,000,000 
mark. 
March 26, 1952  Dudley Senanayake replaces his father as Prime Minister of Ceylon, ad interim, four 
days after the elder man’s death. 
Prime Minister Mohammed Chenik of Tunisia and three of his ministers are arrested on orders of the 
French Resident in Tunis.  Prime Minister Chenik brought the Tunisian situation to the attention of 
the UN Security Council. 
US Senator Joseph McCarthy sues Senator William Benton for $2,000,000 and costs charging libel, 
slander and conspiracy.  Benton is trying to convince the Senate to expel McCarthy. 
March 27, 1952  The United States recognizes the new Cuban dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista. 
Singin’ in the Rain, a film starring Gene Kelly, opens in the United States. 
In the Concert Hall of the Juilliard School of Music in New York, John Cage (39) first reads the 
“Juilliard Lecture.” 
March 28, 1952  The National Assembly of France approves the Japan Peace Treaty. 
Chants Alizés op.125 for woodwind quintet by Florent Schmitt (81) is performed for the first time, in 
Pais. 
March 29, 1952  Anti-US rioters attack the US Information Service library in Teheran. 
US President Truman announces he will not be a candidate for reelection. 
March 30, 1952  Teheran is placed under martial law following the riots of yesterday. 
Moroccans riot in Tangier on the 40th anniversary of the Treaty of Fez.  They attack businesses and 
property of Europeans.  Police fire on the mobs.  Ten people are killed, 150 injured. 
Four leftists are executed by the Greek government by firing squad. 
March 31, 1952  Arabs riot in Safi, French Morocco, resulting in three deaths and 14 arrests. 
April 1, 1952  Wilopo replaces Sukiman Wirjosandjojo as Prime Minister of Indonesia. 
The government of Argentina begins the rationing of electricity. 
The Romanian Concerto by György Ligeti (28) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Budapest Radio. 
April 2, 1952  General Dwight D. Eisenhower asks to be relieved from his post as Supreme 
Commander of NATO.  He plans to run for President of the United States. 



A court in French Morocco sentences 64 people to prison terms for their parts in the Safi riots three 
days ago. 
Incidental music to Gregor’s play Fire by Ben Johnston (26) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Illinois. 
April 3, 1952  The USSR breaks diplomatic relations with Cuba.  Two Soviet officials were barred 
from Cuba on March 21 because they refused to let Cuban customs inspect their luggage. 
April 4, 1952  The UN Security Council meets for the first time in its permanent chamber in New 
York. 
April 5, 1952  Howard Hughes halts production on eleven films in his RKO Radio Pictures because 
the screen writers are suspected of being communists.  This virtually closes down the company. 
April 8, 1952  The official bulletin of the Catholic Clergy of Rome declares psychoanalysis to be a 
mortal sin. 
US President Truman orders the seizure of 92 steel companies to avert a strike by 650,000 workers.  
He blames the companies for the impasse in negotiations. 
Youth for chorus by György Ligeti (28) is performed for the first time, in Budapest. 
Cuatro estampas andaluzas for piano by Joaquín Rodrigo (50) are performed for the first time, in 
Valencia. 
April 10, 1952  The application of Doria Shafik to be a candidate for Parliament in Egypt is denied.  
Women are not allowed to vote or hold office. 
Film director Elia Kazan testifies before the House Unamerican Activities Committee.  He states that 
he was a member of the Communist Party for 19 months and gives the names of his former 
associates. 
A federal judge orders Kansas City to open a public pool to blacks. 
 Le candélabre à sept branches op.315 for piano by Darius Milhaud (59) is performed for the first time, in 
Ein-gev, Israel. 
April 11, 1952  France completes its ratification of the Japan Peace Treaty. 
Film director Elia Kazan testifies before the UN-American Activities Committee of the US Congress.  
He claims to be a former communist and accuses several other in the theater and films of being 
communists. 
April 13, 1952  The US Federal Communications Commission opens 70 channels of Ultra-High 
Frequency hoping for greater competition.  They differentiate between licenses for commercial and 
non-commercial stations. 
April 14, 1952  The Greek government releases 19,666 prisoners held for having communist views or 
collaboration with the Nazis.  2,000 death sentences are commuted to life in prison. 
The UN Security Council, by a vote of 5-2-4, refuses to hear the case of Tunisia against France. 
April 15, 1952  For the fourteenth time, a nuclear weapon is tested at Yucca Flat, Nevada. 
Partita in A for violin and piano by Ulysses Kay (35) is performed for the first time, at the American 
Academy, Rome. 
Verna Arvey (wife of William Grant Still (56)), hears from State Department official Wilson Compton 
that recordings of Still’s music were withdrawn by the State Department not for musical reasons but 
because of the quality of the recording.  See March 6, 1951. 
April 17, 1952  The first Lok Sabha convenes in New Delhi following the first general elections since 
independence.  The Indian National Congress of Prime Minister Jawaharalal Nehru holds an 
overwhelming majority. 
Carlos Chávez (52) receives the Estrella de la Solidaridad Italiana. 
April 19, 1952  Roger Sessions (55) writes to the President of the University of California, Berkeley 
that he will resign to take up a position at Princeton in the Fall of 1953. 



April 20, 1952  Iran announces that it has resumed the production of motor oil at its nationalized 
Abadan refinery. 
April 21, 1952  A court in West Berlin clears Leni Riefenstahl for a second time of charges she was a 
Nazi. 
Serenade no.1 op.1 for ten wind instruments by Vincent Persichetti (36) is performed for the first time, 
at San Angelo College, Texas, 23 years after it was composed. 
April 23, 1952  The Allied Control Council for Japan, set up in 1945 to oversee the occupation of the 
country, holds its final meeting, in Tokyo. 
April 22, 1952  Due to his worsening medical condition, Sergei Prokofiev (60) is granted a pension of 
2,000 rubles a month.  The decree is signed by Stalin. 
The United States explodes a nuclear device at Yucca Flat, Nevada.  As part of a military exercise, 
about 2,000 soldiers enter the drop zone within an hour after the blast. 
April 23, 1952  Chancellor Konrad Adenauer of West Germany announces the negotiations between 
France and Germany over the future of the Saar have broken down. 
Praises for Hummingbirds and Hawks for chamber orchestra by Lou Harrison (34) is performed for the 
first time, in Brooklyn. 
April 25, 1952  The State of Baden-Württemberg is created by joining Baden, Württemberg-Baden and 
Württemberg-Hohenzollern. 
Allegria Godimento in quattro tempi for orchestra by Werner Egk (50) is performed for the first time, in 
Baden-Baden, the composer conducting. 
April 27, 1952  Flirtatious Jig for violin and string orchestra by Henry Cowell (55) is performed for the 
first time, over the airwaves of radio station WCBS, New York. 
Six Piano Pieces by Leslie Bassett (29) are performed for the first time, in Los Angeles. 
April 28, 1952  The peace treaty signed by Japan and 49 other nations on September 8, 1951 goes into 
effect as the United States deposits its ratification.  Only nine countries out of the 49 which signed it 
have completed ratification.  Japan is no longer an occupied country. 
Phantom of the Winds for violin and piano by Peter Maxwell Davies (17) is performed for the first time, 
in Manchester City Hall, the composer at the keyboard. 
April 29, 1952  The ANZUS mutual defense treaty between Australia, New Zealand and the United 
States goes into effect. 
An Air France DC-4 en route from Frankfurt-am-Main to Berlin is attacked over East Germany by 
Soviet fighters.  Three passengers and two crew are injured by gunfire before the French pilot seeks 
cover in clouds.  The plane reaches Berlin safely. 
April 30, 1952  Six of the 15 préludes for piano op.209 by Charles Koechlin (†1) are performed for the 
first time, in the Ecole Normale, Paris. 
May 1, 1952  Leftists riot in Tokyo, attempting to break into the palace grounds and shouting anti-US 
slogans.  US citizens and property are attacked.  Police restrain the crowd.  One person is killed, 
about 450 injured. 
A bill requiring citizens to pay for many National Health Service programs is given final approval by 
the British House of Commons. 
In a military exercise at Yucca Flat, Nevada, 2,000 marines take cover in foxholes 6,400 meters from 
ground zero of a nuclear explosion. 
A George Peabody Award is given to Gian Carlo Menotti for his Amahl and the Night Visitors. 
May 2, 1952  Jet airplane passenger service begins with a flight from London to Johannesburg. 
At King’s College, Rosalind Franklin makes her most famous X-ray image of DNA, showing the 
double helix shape. 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco frees all prisoners in Spain serving terms of less than two years.  All 
others, except those considered politically dangerous, have their terms reduced. 



Water Music for pianist by John Cage (39) is performed for the first time, at the New School for Social 
Research, New York.  Also premiered is Extensions 3 for piano by Morton Feldman (26). 
Psalm for band op.53 by Vincent Persichetti (36) is performed for the first time, at the University of 
Louisville, conducted by the composer. 
May 3, 1952  Joseph Fletcher pilots a US Air Force C-47 to a landing on the North Pole.  It is the first 
aircraft to land at the pole.  When Fletcher steps out of the plane, he probably becomes the first 
person to stand at the exact North Pole.  Neither of the competing claims of Robert Peary and  
Frederick Cook are thought to be accurate. 
The Unforgettable Year 1919, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich (45), is shown for the first time. 
Doce canciones espñolas for voice and piano by Joaquín Rodrigo (50) is performed for the first time, in 
the Ataneo de Madrid.  Also premiered is Rodrigo’s Dos canciones sefardies del siglo XV for chorus to 
anonymous words. 
Romance in Db for harmonica, strings and piano by Ralph Vaughan Williams (79) is performed for the 
first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
May 4, 1952  Iran sells its first oil since the nationalization of its oil industry. 
Structures Ia for two pianos by Pierre Boulez (27) is performed for the first time, in the Théâtre des 
Champs-Elysées, Paris, by the composer and Olivier Messiaen (43).  The hall is full, the audience 
uneasy.  Some violence occurs.  Igor Stravinsky (69) is present and is not impressed.  See November 
13, 1953. 
Evocations de Slovaquie for clarinet, viola and cello by Karel Husa (30) is performed for the first time, in 
Paris. 
May 5, 1952  Four Trumpets for Alan for four trumpets and muted piano by Henry Cowell (55) is 
performed for the first time, in Cherry Lane Theater, New York. 
The Snow Queen, an opera by Kenneth Gaburo (25) to words of Wilson, is performed for the first time, 
in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
May 6, 1952  Six Pieces for kettle drums and orchestra by Elliott Carter (43) is performed for the first 
time, at the Museum of Modern Art, New York. 
May 7, 1952  Brig. General Francis T. Dodd, commander of the Koje Island prisoner of war camp, is 
captured by inmates who thereupon make demands of the UN command. 
The concept for the integrated circuit (microchip) is first published by Geoffrey W. A. Dummer in 
Washington. 
Nonet for five recorders, clarinet, two violins and cello by Bohuslav Martinu (61) is performed for the 
first time, at Basel Conservatory. 
Solemn Prelude for band by Ulysses Kay (35) is performed for the first time, at the Eastman School of 
Music, Rochester, New York. 
Pageant op.59 for band by Vincent Persichetti (36) is performed for the first time, in Miami, conducted 
by the composer. 
May 8, 1952  Over the next week, Soviet officials refuse the right of passage from the British 
occupation zone to West Berlin. 
Transposition, Reverberation, Experiment, Composition and Underwater Valse for tape by Vladimir 
Ussachevsky (40) are performed for the first time, in McMillan Theater at Columbia University, New 
York in the first public demonstration of music from magnetic tape.  Also premiered is Ussachevsky’s 
Two Autumn Songs on Rilke’s Text for voice and piano, the composer at the keyboard.  See October 28, 
1952. 
May 10, 1952  Inmates at the Koje Island prisoner of war camp in Korea release the camp’s 
commander, Brig. General Francis T. Dodd, three days after taking him.  He is required to admit to 
crimes against the inmates and agree to redress grievances. 



May 11, 1952  Dr. Linus Pauling of the California Institute of Technology announces that the US State 
Department refused him a visa to attend a scientific conference in Britain.  They think he is a 
communist, something he has denied under oath. 
May 13, 1952  Luxembourg ratifies the European Coal and Steel Community Treaty. 
The Manuel de Falla(†5) chair in the History of Music in the University of Madrid is created.  The 
professorship is first held by Joaquín Rodrigo (50) until 1978. 
Cantata from Proverbs for female chorus, harp, oboe and cello by Darius Milhaud (59) is performed for 
the first time, in Lawrence, New York. 
May 14, 1952  Three works by Peter Maxwell Davies (17) are performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of the BBC originating in Manchester:  Cameo, Ye Olde English Lullabye for violin and piano, 
the composer at the keyboard, and Alle Vogel sind schonda for celesta. 
Olivier Messiaen (43) begins his notebooks of birdsong in the forest of St.-Germain-en-Laye.  They 
will eventually number over 200. 
Incidental music to Sophocles’ (tr. by Thierry Maulnier) playOedipe-Roi is performed for the first time, 
in the Comédie-Française, Paris. 
May 15, 1952  El álbum de Cecilia for piano by Joaquín Rodrigo (50) is performed for the first time, in 
Circulo Cultural Medina, Madrid, by the composer’s daughter, Cecilia. 
May 17, 1952  Quintet for piano and strings op.312 by Darius Milhaud (59) is performed for the first 
time, at Mills College, Oakland. 
May 18, 1952  Miracles de la foi op.314 for tenor, speaker, chorus and orchestra by Darius Milhaud (59) 
to words of the Bible is performed for the first time, at Coe College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
String Quartet no.4 by Walter Piston (58) is performed for the first time, in Oakland. 
May 19, 1952  The fifth assembly of the World Health Organization in Geneva drops plans to study 
the relief of population problems through birth control. 
Clifford Odets begins two days of testimony before the House Un-American Activities Committee.  
He says that he was a communist in 1934-35 but quit over party criticism of his plays.  He names 
individuals he knew as communists in those days. 
Josef Matthias Hauer (69) proclaims his Twelve-tone Manifesto in Vienna. 
Toccata, villancico y fuga op.18 for organ by Alberto Ginastera (36) is performed for the first time, in 
Buenos Aires. 
May 20, 1952  Song for horn and harp and dance band by Pauline Oliveros (19) is performed for the 
first time, at the University of Houston. 
May 21, 1952  Lilian Hellman testifies before the House Un-American Activities Committee.  She says 
she is not a communist but refused to say if she had ever been one, nor did she name any communists 
among her acquaintances.  “I can not and will not cut my conscience to fit this year’s fashions.” 
Toronto newspapers report that the Toronto Symphony Orchestra has not renewed the contracts of 
six of its musicians because the US government has refused them entry into the country.  They 
therefore could not take part in orchestra engagements in the US. 
Je suis jaloux, Psyché op.104/2 for voice and piano by Charles Koechlin (†1) is performed for the first 
time, in Salle Berlioz of the Conservatoire Nationale de Musique, Paris, 24 years after it was 
composed. 
Timbres-Durées, musique concrète for tape by Olivier Messiaen (43) and Pierre Henry (24) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of French Radio. 
Musica su due dimensioni for flute, cymbal and tape by Bruno Maderna (32) is performed for the first 
time, in Darmstadt. 
May 23, 1952  All railroads in the United States are returned to their owners by order of President 
Truman.  The US Army ran the railroads during a 21-month labor dispute. 
Masquerage, a film with music by Pierre Schaeffer (41), is shown for the first time, at Cannes. 



Three works for tape by Pierre Henry (24) are performed for the first time, n the Salle de l’Ancien 
Conservatoire, Paris:  Microphone bien tempéré, Musique sans titre, and Concerto des ambiguïtés. 
May 25, 1952  President Syngman Rhee of South Korea imposes martial law in Pusan because of civil 
disturbances over the upcoming election. 
The United States explodes an atomic device at Yucca Flat, Nevada with about 1,000 soldiers in 
foxholes 6,400 meters away. 
Song for piano and Undertone for violin and piano by Pauline Oliveros (19) are performed for the first 
time, at the University of Houston. 
May 26, 1952  The state-owned railroad in Vietnam is transferred from French to Vietnamese control. 
In the absence of a comprehensive peace treaty, West Germany signs a “peace contract” with France, 
Great Britain and the United States in Bonn.  It effectively restores the sovereignty of West Germany 
and ends occupation.  West Germany is required to continue obligations under the occupation and 
the allies are allowed to station troops in the country. 
Six musicians in the Toronto Symphony Orchestra are sacked because the United States refuses to 
allow them into the country for a tour with the orchestra.  The US feels they are a threat to the 
security of the country. 
The US Supreme Court unanimously overturns a ban by the State of New York on the Italian film, 
The Miracle.  They find that free speech guarantees extend to films. 
May 27, 1952  The Assembly of South Korea votes 96-3 against martial law in Pusan.  President 
Syngman Rhee arrests twelve of the assemblymen. 
Representatives of West Germany, France, Great Britian, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg sign a treaty in Paris creating the European Defense Community.  Its assets will be 
placed at the disposal of NATO. 
East Germany announces that it will stop all traffic between West Germany and West Berlin after 
May 30, except by special permit. 
May 28, 1952  East Berlin authorities divide the city’s phone system and cut most lines to West Berlin 
and West Germany. 
5,000 leftists riot in Paris at the Place de la Republique to protest the arrival of the new allied 
commander, General Matthew Ridgway.  One demonstrator is shot to death.  Dozens of police and 
rioters are injured.  About 700 rioters are arrested, among them Jacques Duclos, a French deputy and 
acting Secretary-General of the French Communist Party. 
May 29, 1952  Demonstrators march from East Berlin to West Berlin to protest the recent German 
treaties.  They battle West German police.  300 of them are arrested. 
Labyrinth, a choreographic fantasy by Hans Werner Henze (25), is performed for the first time, in a 
concert setting, in Darmstadt.  See May 25, 1997. 
May 30, 1952  Three new works commissioned for the sesquicentennial of the United States Military 
Academy Band are performed at West Point, New York:  Fantasie (Enigma Variations) on a Theme by 
Ferdinand Kücken by Henry Cowell (55)(world premiere), West Point Suite by Darius Milhaud (59) and 
Symphony in One Movement by Roy Harris (54) (world premiere).  See January 5, 1952. 
May 31, 1952  The completion of a new canal between Stalingrad and Kalach linking the Volga and 
the Don rivers is announced by the Soviet government.  It connects the Baltic Sea to the Caspian Sea. 
French police raid Communist Party headquarters in major cities throughout the country searching 
for weapons and evidence of sedition. 
June 1, 1952  The Soviet Union bars residents of West Berlin from entering the Soviet zone of 
Germany. 
June 2, 1952  Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej replaces Petru Groza as Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
of Romania. 



In the case of Youngstown v. Sawyer, the US Supreme Court rules that President Truman’s seizure of 
the steel industry is unconstitutional.  The president immediately orders the steel industry returned 
to its owners.  Steel workers immediately go on strike. 
Dr. Harry Grundfest of Columbia University, Chairman of the American Medical Advisory Board to 
Hebrew University and the Hadassah Medical School is denied a passport to travel to Israel because 
it “would not be in the best interests of the US.” 
June 3, 1952  The Soviet Union announces that for the first time it will participate in the Olympic 
Games. 
Petru Groza replaces Constantin Parhon as Chairman of the Presidium of the Grand National 
Assembly of Romania (Head of State). 
The High Court of Parliament Act is signed into law in South Africa.  It creates a parliamentary court 
which will constitute an authority higher than the constitutional court. 
Benjamin Saltzman, a Latvian immigrant who has lived in the US for 39 years, and whose son died 
while serving in US forces in World War II, is ordered deported from the country.  He was a 
Communist Party member for three years during the 1930s. 
June 4, 1952  A regency council takes over for King Talal of Jordan.  The king is now in Switzerland 
seeking treatment for a “nervous disorder.” 
The United Church of Canada urges the Toronto Symphony Orchestra to reinstate the “Symphony 
Six.”  See May 21, 1952. 
June 6, 1952  Concertino for piano and orchestra by Karel Husa (30) is performed for the first time,  in 
Brussels. 
June 7, 1952  President Antonin Zapotocky of Czechoslovakia says in a radio broadcast that the coal 
shortage in the country is “desperate” and collective farms have “completely failed.”  The response to 
the situation is to reorganize trade unions to ensure worker initiative. 
Merlijn, a symphonic drama by Willem Pijper (†5) to words of Vestdijk, is performed for the first 
time, in a concert setting, in Rotterdam. 
Hans Werner Henze’s (25) Sinfonische Zwischenpiele aus dem lyrischen Drama  “Boulevard Solitude” is 
performed for the first time, in Aachen.  See February 17, 1952. 
June 8, 1952  The Sunday Washington Star announces that Ruth Crawford Seeger (50) has won a 
contest for a chamber work sponsored by the Washington Chapter of the National Association for 
American Composers and Conductors with her Suite for wind quintet.  See December 2, 1952. 
Eight Inventions for piano by Ulysses Kay (35) are performed for the first time, at the National Gallery 
of Art, Washington. 
June 9, 1952  Over the next three days, Iran presents its case in the Anglo-Iranian oil dispute before 
the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 
June 10, 1952  Resistance by prisoners of war on Koje Island, South Korea is broken after a two-and-a-
half hour battle with US troops.  39 people are killed in the battle, 38 of them prisoners. 
June 11, 1952  The British House of Commons accepts a plan to extend the BBC Charter for ten years 
but to open the television airwaves to competition. 
June 12, 1952  Des Menschen Unterhaltsprozess gegen Gott, a radio opera by Bernd Alois Zimmermann 
(34) to words of Rüttger after Calderón, is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Westdeutscher Rundfunk, originating in Cologne. 
Leonard Bernstein’s (33) opera Trouble in Tahiti, to his own words, is performed for the first time, at 
Brandeis University, Waltham, Massachusetts under the baton of the composer. 
June 13, 1952  Over the next four days, Great Britain presents its case in the Anglo-Iranian oil dispute 
before the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 
June 14, 1952  South Korean President Syngman Rhee imposes censorship over all publications and 
broadcasting to blunt criticism of his recent actions. 



June 16, 1952  Soviet fighters shoot down an unarmed Swedish Air Force seaplane on a search for a 
training plane missing in the Baltic since June 13.  The Swedish plane manages to land at sea and the 
crew is rescued by a German merchant ship. 
Italy completes ratification of the European Coal and Steel Community Treaty, the last of the 
signatories to do so. 
June 17, 1952  The East German government announces plans for a conscripted army to counter the 
rearming of West Germany. 
At his trial in Stockholm, Communist editor Johan Fritiof Enbom confesses to espionage for the Soviet 
Union. 
The Soviet Union opens the Danube in its occupation zone to Austrian shipping. 
Decree 900 is enacted in Guatemala which will take 370,000 hectares of unused land and distribute it 
to about 87,000 peasants over the next two years.  It is opposed by wealthy landowners and the 
Catholic Church as communistic. 
June 18, 1952  Japan recognizes the Taiwan government as the sovereign government of Taiwan and 
its dependencies. 
The British government proposes to create a unified Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
An agreement is reached in Washington between the United States and France wherein the US will 
substantially increase its aid to Vietnam.  This will be mostly military aid to the French-backed anti-
Communist forces. 
June 19, 1952  An Oxford Elegy for speaker, small chorus and small orchestra by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams (79) to words of Arnold, is performed publicly for the first time, at Queen’s College, Oxford.  
See November 20, 1949. 
June 20, 1952  Prisoners at the Anchieta Island prison revolt and kill 17 guards.  About 300 escape to 
terrorize the coast south of São Paulo for about a week. 
A revised version of Cardillac, an opera by Paul Hindemith (56) to his own words after Lion, is 
performed for the first time, in the Zürich Stadttheater. 
June 22, 1952 Soviet troops kidnap 40 West German workers at a disputed border area at 
Hohnsleben, Germany. 
June 23, 1952  UN planes destroy five hydroelectric plants on the Yalu River over the next four days.  
They are the largest air raids of the Korean War so far.  Also hit are two power plants on the Changjin 
Reservoir and two on the Pujon Reservoir. 
With opposition members boycotting, Syngman Rhee is reelected President of South Korea.  He is 
given what amounts to an indefinite term of office. 
With the aid of British troops and West German police, the 40 men kidnapped yesterday are freed. 
June 25, 1952  As South Korean President Syngman Rhee is speaking in Pusan on the second 
anniversary of the beginning of the Korean War, nationalist Ryu Shi Tai points a gun at him from 1.5 
meters away.  The gun fails to go off and the would-be assassin, a member of a nationalist 
organization, is subdued by two US Army officers. 
US President Truman vetoes the revised McCarran-Walter Act claiming it would “intensify the 
repressive and inhumane aspects of our immigration procedure.”  Senator McCarran, author of the 
bill, called the President’s action “one of the most un-American acts I have witnessed in my public 
career.”  He claims the veto will find favor with Communists. 
National elections in the Netherlands leaves the Catholic Peoples Party and the Labor Party each with 
30 seats out of 100.  Willem Drees of the Labor Party will continue as Prime Minister. 
Ouverture de l’homme tel for orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos (65) is performed for the first time, in 
Lisbon, conducted by the composer. 
June 26, 1952  East Germany bars West Berliners from commuting to work on property outside West 
Berlin. 



June 27, 1952  Kim Si Hyon, leader of the Korean opposition Nationalist Party, is arrested for 
complicity in the assassination attempt of June 25. 
The United States Congress overrides President Truman’s veto of the McCarran-Walter Act which 
provides for the exclusion or deportation of aliens belonging to political groups disliked by the state. 
June 28, 1952  500 demonstrators invade the Assembly building in Seoul and take 103 legislators 
prisoner demanding that President Syngman Rhee be reelected.  Five hours later the hostages are 
freed by the Home Minister and police. 
June 29, 1952  The research vessel Galathea returns to Copenhagen.  It has taken samples of the sea 
bed in the deepest ocean trenches for the first time. 
June 30, 1952  In accordance with an agreement with France, Chandernagore is absorbed into India 
by order of President Rajendra Prasad. 
Ernest MacMillan’s (58) resignation from the Royal Conservatory of Music of Toronto becomes 
effective. 
July 1, 1952  The Indian government transfers 24,000,000 hectares of land in Uttar Pradesh from 
absentee landlords to about 13,000,000 farmers who have been working the land as tenants or hired 
laborers. 
Acting Secretary-General of the French Communist Party Jacques Duclos is released from a Paris 
prison on orders of an appeals court.  The court ruled that Duclos, as a member of the National 
Assembly, was immune from arrest. 
Stefan Rais, Justice Minister of Czechoslovakia, announces the reorganization of the legal system 
along Soviet lines. 
July 2, 1952  A report issued by a subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee of the US Senate charges 
that Prof. Owen Lattimore of Johns Hopkins University was “a conscious articulate instrument of the 
Soviet conspiracy.”  It calls for a grand jury to investigate charges of perjury against him and John 
Paton Davies, now deputy director of the Office of Political Affairs in Bonn. 
July 3, 1952  US President Truman signs legislation approving a new charter for Puerto Rico, 
provided certain changes are made. 
The SS United States departs New York on its maiden voyage. 
July 5, 1952  It is reported that 8,000 East Berliners fled to West Berlin in June. 
July 7, 1952  In a compromise between President Syngman Rhee and his opposition, the South 
Korean president signs constitutional amendments into law which provide for the popular election of 
the president, a bicameral legislature and a cabinet responsible to the legislature. 
The SS United States arrives in England after an Atlantic crossing of three days, ten hours and 40 
minutes, a record. 
July 8, 1952  Dr. Walter Linse, chief economist of the League of Free Jurists, is kidnapped by three 
men in West Berlin and taken by car to the Soviet zone.  The West Berlin government responds by 
closing all boundary crossings between east and west Berlin. 
A bomb damages the US Information Service library in Buenos Aires.  Perónistas are suspected. 
President Perón authorizes the erection of statues to his wife Eva in Buenos Aires and provincial 
capitals. 
Second Quintet for strings op.316 by Darius Milhaud (59) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
July 10, 1952  About 25,000 West Berliners demonstrate against the kidnapping of Dr. Walter Linse 
two days ago.  Pro-Communists try to disrupt the peaceful protest and a riot ensues.  Police are called 
in to quell the fighting. 
William Marshall, a radio operator in the British Foreign Office, is sentenced in London to five years 
in prison for handing sensitive materials to the Soviets. 



July 11, 1952  One of the largest air raids of the Korean War takes place when 54 UN B-29s attack 
Pyongyang, supported by 900 other planes.  They drop 1,400 tons of explosives including 90,000 litres 
of napalm. 
July 12, 1952  Pavel S. Kuznetsov, second secretary of the Soviet embassy in London, is expelled from 
Britain for receiving secret information from William Marshall, sentenced two days ago. 
July 15, 1952  The World Health Organization reports that deaths from cancer worldwide have 
doubled in the last 50 years. 
July 16, 1952  Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh of Iran is driven from office.  He is replaced by 
Ahmad Qawan as-Saltana. 
July 17, 1952  It is reported the Eva Perón, First Lady of Argentina, is gravely ill from cancer. 
July 18, 1952  The Austrian Parliament adopts measures to restore civil and property rights to 28,000 
ex-Nazis.  They also vote to restore property rights to 6,000 more senior ex-Nazis. 
When Iranian Prime Minister Ahmad Qawan as-Saltana announces he will settle the oil dispute with 
Great Britain, civil disturbances against his regime increase. 
July 19, 1952  The Games of the Fifteenth Olympiad of the Modern Era open in Helsinki. 
The Iranian Army is called out to quell violence against Prime Minister Ahmad Qawan as-Saltana. 
July 21, 1952  In the face of growing public unrest, Iranian Prime Minister Ahmad Qawan as-Saltana  
resigns. 
Kreuzspiel no.1/7 for oboe, bass clarinet, piano and percussion by Karlheinz Stockhausen (23) is 
performed live for the first time, in Darmstadt, conducted by the composer.  Bruno Maderna (32) 
plays percussion.  It was broadcast over WDR last December. 
Exerzitien, part 2 of Enchiridion for piano by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (34), is performed for the first 
time, in Darmstadt. 
España en el corazón for soprano, baritone, speaking chorus, chorus and orchestra by Luigi Nono (28) 
to words of García Lorca and Neruda is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt conducted by 
Bruno Maderna (32).  See October 4, 1957. 
July 22, 1952  Mohammed Mossadegh returns to power as prime minister of Iran replacing Ahmad 
Qawan as-Saltana.  Three days of rioting across the country have caused 300-500 deaths. 
The World Court in The Hague rules in favor of Iran in the Anglo-Iranian oil dispute, saying that it 
has no jurisdiction over a case between a nation and a private company. 
A new constitution for Poland, based on the 1936 Soviet constitution, goes into effect.  The country is 
renamed the Polish Peoples Republic. 
Pas d’action, a ballet by Hans Werner Henze (25), is performed for the first time, in the 
Prinzregententheater, Munich.  The composer will withdraw this work and use the music in 
Tancredi.  See January 15, 1953. 
July 23, 1952  Egyptian army officers led by Major General Mohammed Neguib overthrow the 
government of King Farouk and Prime Minister Ahmad Naguib Hilali Pasha. Ali Mahir Pasha is 
named Prime Minister. 
The German states of Brandenburg, Saxony, Thüringen and Mecklenburg are dissolved into smaller 
units. 
Three officers in the Yugoslav Air Force fly to Graz and apply for political asylum. 
July 24, 1952  The strike of steelworkers in the United States is settled. 
US President Harry Truman commutes the death sentence of Oscar Collazo to life in prison.  Collazo, 
a Puerto Rican nationalist, killed a guard while trying to kill Truman in 1950. 
High Noon is released in the United States. 
July 25, 1952  Clashes occur between Chinese and Portuguese troops at Macao. 
The European Coal and Steel Authority, made up of Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands, goes into effect. 



Puerto Rico becomes a commonwealth of the United States. 
The first four permits for “educational” television stations are issued by the US Federal 
Communications Commission. 
July 26, 1952  King Farouk of Egypt abdicates his throne in favor of his six-month-old son Ahmed 
Fuad II, who succeeds him. 
A new law in East Germany requires police permission for citizens to leave their home district for 
more than 24 hours and provides for confiscation of property of those who flee to the west. 
A 54-day strike by 650,000 US steelworkers is settled. 
Eva Perón dies of cancer in Buenos Aires. 
July 29, 1952  Seven members of the South Korean Assembly, who were arrested in May for 
conspiring to overthrow the government, are released by a court in Pusan for lack of evidence. 
Former-King Farouk of Egypt, his wife and four children arrive in Italy and exile. 
July 30, 1952  Noble titles are abolished in Egypt.  Anyone in prison for lèse majesté is released. 
The British Bank of Iran and the Middle East closes in Teheran.  They say they can not operate under 
new government restrictions. 
July 31, 1952  La Guirlande de Campra:  Sept variations ou méditations sur un thème de son opéra for 
orchestra is performed for the first time, in Aix-en-Provence.  Contributors include François Lesur, 
Roland-Manuel, Germaine Tailleferre, Sauguet, Georges Auric, Arthur Honegger (60) and Francis 
Poulenc (53).  Honegger’s offering is called Toccata, Poulenc’s is Matelote provençal. 
August 1, 1952 Asgeir Asgeirsson replaces an interim triumverate as President of Iceland. 
The British House of Commons ratifies the West German peace agreement. 
The Argentine Union of Food Industry Workers sends a cable to Pope Pius XII urging that the late 
Señora Eva Perón be elevated to sainthood. 
Television service begins in the Dominican Republic. 
Kemmons Wilson opens his first Holiday Inn, in Memphis. 
August 2, 1952  Yugoslavia extends its laws to Zone B of Trieste.  Italy calls it illegal. 
August 3, 1952  The Games of the Fifteenth Olympiad of the Modern Era close in Helsinki.  In 16 days 
of competition, 4,955 athletes from 69 countries took part.  The USSR participated for the first time. 
August 4, 1952  Czechoslovak Minister of Education, Science and Art Zdenek Nejedly says that 
workers are traitors if they refuse to work more than eight hours. 
August 5, 1952  In the first popular presidential election in South Korea, Syngman Rhee wins a 
second term. 
The Egyptian government seizes the property of ex-King Farouk and sets up a regency council. 
Fourteen communist leaders in California are found guilty of advocating the overthrow of the 
government by a court in Los Angeles. 
Just before his team leaves Helsinki, Olympic shooter Panait Calcai of Romania escapes to western 
custody. 
August 8, 1952  Shortly after his divorce from his first wife, Györgi Ligeti (29) marries Veronika Spitz, 
a psychologist, in Budapest.  They marry solely to prevent her deportation (her family is considered 
bourgeois) and with an understanding of a rapid divorce.  They will divorce in 1954 after the death of 
Stalin, but will remarry in January 1957. 
The legislature of Buenos Aires Province changes the name of the capital from La Plata to Eva Perón. 
August 9, 1952  The first movement of Uninterrupted Rest for piano by Toru Takemitsu (21) is 
performed for the first time, at Ichigaya Women’s College, Tokyo. 
The Stronger, an opera by Hugo Weisgall (39) to words of Hart after Strindberg, is performed for the 
first time, with piano accompaniment, in Westport, Connecticut. 
August 10, 1952  The High Authority of the European Coal and Steel Community is established in 
Luxembourg. 



August 11, 1952  The Iranian Parliament grants dictatorial powers to Prime Minister Mohammed 
Mossadegh for a period of six months. 
King Talal ibn Abd Allah of Jordan is declared mentally unfit to rule and is replaced by his son, 
Hussein I ibn Talal.  He will reign under a regency council until his 18th birthday next May. 
Emperor Haile Selassie signs a new constitution which includes the unification of Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. 
George Mares resigns as the General Consul of Czechoslovakia in Montreal and is given asylum in 
Canada. 
August 12, 1952  A committee of the Japanes Diet reveals the disappearance of “a considerably large 
quantity of precious metals and diamonds” from government vaults.  They imply that the loss was 
due to Japanese government officials and US occupation officers. 
A demonstration by 6,000 workers at the Kafr el Dawar cotton mills near Alexandria turns into a riot. 
August 13, 1952  Martial law is lifted in Teheran.  Almost immediately, fighting begins between 
leftists and fascist nationalists. 
Egyptian tanks and armored cars break up a riot by 6,000 workers at the Kafr el Dawar cotton mills.  
Eight people died in the riot, 567 are arrested. 
August 14, 1952  Mátyás Rákosi replaces István Dobi as Prime Minister of Hungary.  Rákosi is the 
first communist to hold that post.  Dobi is named Chairman of the Presidential Council, replacing 
Sándor Rónai. 
Avery Brundage of the United States replaces J. Sigfrid Edström as President of the International 
Olympic Committee. 
Die Liebe der Danae, an opera by Richard Strauss (†2) to words of Gregor, after Hofmannsthal, is 
performed for the first time, in the Salzburg Festspielhaus.  See August 16, 1944. 
August 15, 1952  In London, the BBC announces that it has completed its network of five television 
stations throughout the country. 
August 18, 1952  Six members of the Yugoslav Olympic rowing team ask for political asylum in 
Wiesbaden. 
August 19, 1952  The headquarters of the Tudeh (Communist) Party in Teheran are set afire by 
Sumka (fascist) Party members.  The arsonists battle firemen who arrive to douse the flames. 
Estancia, a ballet by Alberto Ginastera (36), is performed for the first time, in the Teatro Colón, Buenos 
Aires.  See May 12, 1943. 
August 20, 1952  The Iranian government reimposes martial law in Teheran to stop street battles 
between members of the Tudeh (communist) and Sumka (fascist) parties. 
The piano score to Sergei Prokofiev’s (61) Symphony no.7 is played before the Union of Soviet 
Composers in Moscow.  The composer, unable to attend due to illness, receives unstinting praise, an 
indication of his restoration to favor. 
August 21, 1952  A Constituent Assembly for Kashmir abolishes the monarchy and proposes an 
elected chief of state.  It accepts an agreement with New Delhi giving it near-independent status 
within India. 
The wealthy of Iran are ordered by the government to pay ten years of back taxes.  Traditionally, the 
wealthy in Iran are not forced to actually pay their taxes. 
August 25, 1952  14 US Air Force transport planes begin an airlift of 3,763 Moslems from Beirut to 
Jidda so that they may attend the pilgrimage to Mecca.  The Moslems are airlifted free of charge. 
On his 50th birthday, Stefan Wolpe is asked to stay on and become music director of Black Mountain 
College in North Carolina.  Without other prospects, he accepts. 
August 26, 1952  20 leaders of the passive resistance against apartheid are indicted in Johannesburg 
for encouraging Communism.  Included are leaders of the African National Congress, James Moroka, 



and the South African Indian Congress, Yusuf Dadoo.  Mass arrests of protestors takes place in Port 
Elizabeth and Capetown.  Over the last two months, 3,000 civil resistors have been jailed. 
August 27, 1952  South Africa officially prohibits Blacks from voting. 
The Bratislava newspaper Pravda discloses that Czechoslovak farmers have resisted forced harvest 
collection by murder, arson and sabotage. 
A subcommittee of the US Senate releases a report charging that the Radio Writers Guild is controlled 
by Communists, that Actors Equity was dominated by Communists from 1937-1950 but has 
“improved” since then, and that the Authors League of America shares the blame for the situation at 
the Radio Writers Guild. 
August 29, 1952  UN planes fly 1,403 sorties against Pyongyang in the largest air raid of the Korean 
War to date. 
Mohammed Alaya, Mufti of Lebanon, orders prayers for Americans in all mosques to thank them for 
the airlift of the past four days. 
4’ 33”  for any instrument or instruments by John Cage (39) is performed for the first time, in 
Maverick Concert Hall, Woodstock, New York.  At a question period after the lengthy concert, this 
work received heated disapproval from the audience, one artist exclaiming, “Good people of 
Woodstock, let’s drive these people out of town.” 
Symphony no.2 by Charles Koechlin (†1) is performed for the first time, in Mexico City. 
September 1, 1952  Der Idiot, a ballet-pantomime by Hans Werner Henze (26) to a scenario by 
Bachmann after Dostoyevsky, is performed for the first time, in Berlin. 
September 2, 1952  The world’s first open heart surgery is performed in Minneapolis by Drs. Floyd 
John Lewis, C. Walton Lillehei and Richard Varco. 
September 6, 1952  Regular television broadcasting debuts in Canada, in Montreal. 
September 7, 1952  Mohammad Neguib becomes prime minister of Egypt. 
Duo for oboe and clarinet by Arthur Berger (40) is performed for the first time, on Long Island, New 
York. 
September 8, 1952  The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway is published. 
September 9, 1952  President Miguel Alemán proposes a three-point compromise in the Korean truce 
negotiations, on the main sticking point, prisoner repatriation. 
September 10, 1952  A treaty is signed in Luxembourg City Hall.  The Federal Republic of Germany 
agrees to pay three billion German marks to the State of Israel and 450 million marks to Jewish 
organizations as reparation for “material damage” done to Jews by Germany. 
The 78 members of the General Assembly of the European Coal and Steel Community meet in 
Strasbourg.  It is the first European assembly with powers over its member states. 
September 14, 1952  Piano Concerto no.1 by Hans Werner Henze (26) is performed for the first time, 
in Düsseldorf. 
September 15, 1952  The French Resident in Tunisia releases all but 67 political prisoners in the 
country. 
September 16, 1952  A communiqué from a Soviet-Chinese conference in Moscow announces that the 
Manchurian part of the Trans-Siberian Railroad will revert to complete Chinese control by the end of 
the year.  The Soviets will continue to hold Port Arthur. 
The last British troops leave Eritrea.  It is now “independent” in federation with Ethiopia. 
September 17, 1952  18 “second tier” leaders of the US Communist Party are arrested across the 
country by the FBI. 
September 18, 1952  The briganitine Zarja sets sail from Helsinki making for the USSR.  It is the last 
installment in reparation payments required of Finland by the USSR. 
The New York Post reports that Republican candidate for Vice-President of the US, Senator Richard 
Nixon, controls a private political expense fund. 



September 19, 1952  East of Eden by John Steinbeck is published. 
Charlie Chaplin and his family depart New York aboard the Queen Elizabeth intending a short trip to 
England.  While he is away, the US government revokes his passport because they think he holds 
political opinions they dislike.  He will never return to the United States. 
September 21, 1952  National elections in Sweden result in minimal losses for the ruling Social 
Democrat/Farmers Party coalition and they continue in power under Prime Minister Tage Erlander. 
September 23, 1952  A new constitution for Romania is approved, based on the Soviet model. 
In a nationally televised address, Republican candidate for the US Vice-Presidencey, Senator Richard 
Nixon, refutes charges that he received improper gifts (the Checkers speech).  General Eisenhower, 
his running mate, expresses his confidence in Nixon. 
September 25, 1952  Petites légendes op.319, a cycle for voice and piano by Darius Milhaud (60) to 
words of Carême, is performed for the first time, in Aspen, Colorado. 
September 30, 1952  Earl Browder, once the head of the Communist Party of the US, and his wife are 
arrested in New York on charges of perjury. 
A new motion picture process, Cinerama, is publicly demonstrated in New York. 
After 15 years of work, the Revised Standard Version of the King James Bible is published in New 
York. 
October 1, 1952  On the anniversary of the declaration of the Peoples Republic, Chinese POWs riot on 
Cheju Island.  52 of them are killed, 113 injured as US troops subdue them. 
National elections in Japan are a victory for the Liberal Party, but with a somewhat reduced majority. 
The first Ultra-high Frequency (UHF) television station goes on the air in Portland, Oregon. 
The Harvest According, a ballet by Virgil Thomson (55) to a scenario by De Mille, is performed for the 
first time, in the Metropolitan Opera House, New York, the composer conducting. 
October 2, 1952  The East German Parliament votes to restore civil rights to ex-Nazis not convicted of 
war crimes. 
Former Colonel-General Everhard von Mackensen is released from custody by the British.  He was 
serving a life sentence for his part in the murder of 335 Italian men and boys in the Fosse Ardeatine in 
March 1944.  British authorities say there is evidence that he tried to “mitigate the severity” of the 
crime. 
October 3, 1952  Great Britain explodes an atomic weapon for the first time, in the Monte Bello 
Islands off northwest Australia. 
The USSR demands that the US recall its ambassador George F. Kennan because of “slanderous 
statements” he made comparing life in Moscow similar to that which he experienced in Berlin under 
the Nazis. 
The trustees of the Boston Public Library vote 3-2 to continue to make Communist publications 
available to its patrons. 
Two works for twelve solo voices by Pierre Boulez (27) are performed for the first time, in Cologne:  
Séquence and Oubli signal lapidé. 
October 4, 1952  In ceremonies in Asmara, Eritrea is formally united with Ethiopia. 
October 6, 1952  Chinese and North Korean forces begin the largest offensive in Korea in over a year.  
They make little progress. 
The first uranium plant in South Africa opens near Krugersdorp. 
October 7, 1952  Incidental music to Molière’s play The Miser by Peter Sculthorpe (23) is performed 
for the first time, in Launceston, Tasmania. 
October 8, 1952  After their 122 session, truce negotiators in Panmunjom agree to an indefinite recess. 
In an “expression of good will”, Great Britain returns the El Firdan Bridge across the Suez Canal to 
Egyptian control and releases $14,000,000 of Egyptian sterling. 
October 11, 1952  Demetrios Kiusopoulos replaces Nikolaos Plastiras as Prime Minister of Greece. 



Symphony no.7 op.131 by Sergei Prokofiev (61) is performed for the first time, in Moscow.  It is his last 
public appearance. 
Spiel no.1/4 for orchestra by Karlheinz Stockhausen (24) is performed for the first time, in 
Donaueschingen. 
Concerto for oboe and chamber orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (34) is performed for the first 
time, in Donaueschingen. 
October 12, 1952  Brass Quartet by Ulysses Kay (35) is performed for the first time, at the Brooklyn 
Museum. 
October 13, 1952  Tunisian nationalists begin a wave of bombing attacks. 
By a vote of 8-1, the US Supreme Court refuses to hear the case of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg.  Their 
death sentence stands. 
Over the next three days, twelve US employees of the United Nations refuse to tell a Senate 
subcommittee whether they have ever been communists.  A 13th said she had been around 1935 but 
refused to name anyone else. 
October 14, 1952  After battling for a week, South Korean forces capture White Horse Mountain north 
of Chorwon. 
The three-member regency council for Egypt is dissolved by Prime Minister Neguib and replaced by 
Prince Mohammed Abdel Moneim. 
October 16, 1952  Viet Minh forces begin an offensive against the French in the Ngialo Basin. 
October 20, 1952  Viet Minh forces capture Giahoi from the French. 
The Mau Mau uprising begins against white settlers in Kenya. 
Concertato for orchestra “Moby Dick” by Peter Mennin (29) is performed for the first time, in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. 
October 21, 1952  A state of emergency is declared in the Kenya colony because of Mau Mau attacks.  
British troops are receiving reinforcements from abroad. 
Several works by Charles Koechlin (†1) are performed for the first time, over the airwaves of French 
Radio-National orginating in Paris:  Sonate à sept op.221 for oboe, harpsichord or harp, flute and 
string quartet, Second Quintet with harp op.223 for flute, harp, violin, viola and cello, and eight of the 
15 motets de style archaïque op.225 by Charles Koechlin (†1).  See December 17, 1993. 
October 22, 1952  Viet Minh forces capture Vanyen from the French. 
Iran breaks diplomatic relations with Great Britain, claiming British interference in Iranian affairs. 
Great Britain grants internal self-government with a constitution to Sudan. 
At least 110 Kenyans are arrested for Mau Mau activity, including the President of the Kenya African 
Union, Jomo Kenyatta. 
October 23, 1952  Former Field Marshall Albert Kesselring is released from custody by the British in 
Bochum because he is suffering from cancer.  Kesselring was serving a life sentence for his part in the 
murder of 335 Italian men and boys in the Fosse Ardeatine in March 1944. 
East Germany and Poland agree to a border along the Oder and Neisse Rivers. 
October 24, 1952  US presidential candidate Dwight Eisenhower pledges to go to Korea to seek an 
“early and honorable end” to the war. 
October 25, 1952  Experimental television service begins in Poland, broadcasting from Warsaw. 
October 28, 1952  This year’s Charles Eliot Norton Professor of Poetry, e.e. cummings, gives the 
firstof his non-lectures at Harvard University. 
The first public “concert” of tape-recorder music in the United States takes place at the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York.  It is given by the Columbia University electronic music group and includes 
premieres of Sonic Contours for tape by Vladimir Ussachevsky (41) and three works for flute on tape 
by Otto Luening:  Fantasy in Space, Invention in Twelve Tones, and Low Speed.  The flutist in all three 
Luening pieces is the composer. The performance is broadcast by radio stations WNYC New York 



and WGBH Boston.  A Tanglewood student named Luciano Berio (27) is present and is fascinated.  
Also premiered is Eight Studies and a Fantasy for flute, oboe, clarinet and bassoon by Elliott Carter 
(43). 
October 29, 1952  Police disperse neo-Nazi election rallies in Hanover. 
October 30, 1952  A French counteroffensive reaches Hunghoa, 70 km northwest of Hanoi. 
Carl Orff’s (57) musical play Ein Sommernachtstraum is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt.  See 
March 12, 1964. 
October 31, 1952  Suite from Das Gelb und das Grün for instrumental ensemble by Bernd Alois 
Zimmermann (34) is performed for the first time, in Hamburg. 
November 1, 1952  The first atomic fusion bomb (hydrogen bomb) is detonated on Enewetak Atoll by 
the United States. 
November 2, 1952  A French counteroffensive out of Hanoi reaches Plutho. 
November 4, 1952  Georges Hilaire, secretary general of the Vichy government’s Interior Ministry, 
surrenders to police in Paris.  He was convicted of collaboration in absentia in 1947. 
Elections in the United States ensure the victory of Dwight Eisenhower as President.  His Republican 
Party gains two seats in the Senate and 22 in the House of Representatives to capture control of both. 
November 6, 1952  The Sun Shines Over our Motherland op.90, a cantata for boys’ chorus, chorus and 
orchestra by Dmitri Shostakovich (46) to words of Domatovsky, is performed for the first time, in 
Moscow Conservatory Bolshoy Hall. 
Carlos Chávez (53) receives the Real Orden de la Estrella Polar. 
November 8, 1952  Police fire on rioting diamond miners in Kimberley, South Africa.  13 people are 
killed, 34 inured. 
November 9, 1952  President Chaim Weizmann of Israel dies of a heart attack near Rehovoth after a 
long illness.  He is replaced ad interim by Yosef Sprinzak. 
Over the next four days, British authorities arrest over 400 Kikuyus in an effort to find Mau Maus in 
Kenya.  One person is killed today resisting arrest. 
In race rioting over the next two days, nine people are killed and 30 injured near Durban, South 
Africa. 
November 10, 1952  Trygve Lie announces that he will resign as Secretary-General of the United 
Nations as soon as a successor is named.  He says that the Soviet boycott of him makes it impossible 
to work for peace in Korea. 
November 11, 1952  Mack Ingram, a black man, is convicted by an all-white jury in Yanceyville, 
North Carolina, of assault by “leering” at a white woman. 
Pierre Boulez (27), as part of the Renaud-Barrault company, reaches New York on their North 
American tour.  It is here, over the next two months, that Boulez will first meet Edgard Varèse (68). 
Two works by Igor Stravinsky (70) are performed for the first time, in Los Angeles:  Concertino for 12 
Instruments, a transcription of his Concertino for string quartet, and Cantata for soprano, tenor, female 
chorus, 2 flutes, 2 oboes and cello, to anonymous words, conducted by the composer. 
November 13, 1952  The South African Appellate Court declares the new Parliamentary Court 
unconstitutional. 
Paul Zoll of Harvard University uses electric shock for the first time to treat cardiac arrest. 
Abraham Feller, general counsel to the United Nations and personal counsel to Trygve Lie, jumps to 
his death from his 12th-story New York apartment.  Secretary-General Lie says it is because of strain 
over defending US employees of the UN from “indiscriminate smears and exaggerated charges” of 
the McCarran Committee of the US Senate. 
November 16, 1952  The US Atomic Energy Commission announces that recent activities at Enewetok 
“included experiments contributing to thermonuclear weapons research.”  This virtually confirms the 
explosion of a hydrogen bomb. 



The Lamb for chorus and piano by Leslie Bassett (29) to words of Blake is performed for the first time, 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
November 17, 1952  Duo for cello and piano by Arthur Berger (40) is performed for the first time, in 
Town Hall, New York. 
November 18, 1952  Prelude on an Old Carol Tune for orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams (80) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the BBC. 
November 19, 1952  Alexandros Leonidou Papagos replaces Demetrios Kiusopoulos as Prime 
Minister of Greece. 
November 20, 1952  14 former leaders of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia go on trial charged 
with forming an “anti-state, Titoist, Zionist, bourgeois-nationalist group.” 
Symphony no.7 by Roy Harris (54) is performed for the first time, in Orchestra Hall, Chicago, 
conducted by the composer. 
November 21, 1952  Boleslaw Bierut replaces Józef Cyrankiewicz as prime minister of Poland. 
Television service begins in East Germany. 
November 22, 1952  Westdeutscher Rundfunk in Cologne broadcasts First Construction and Second 
Construction by John Cage (40).  It helps to make Cage’s music better known in Europe. 
November 23, 1952  During a demonstration in Kirawa, Kenya 17 people are killed and 350 arrested. 
Song of Peace for children’s chorus by Zoltán Kodály (69) to words of Weöres, is performed for the 
first time. 
Two Meditations for organ by Ulysses Kay (35) is performed for the first time, at Fisk University, 
Nashville. 
November 24, 1952  The government of the Kenya Colony assumes power to punish entire villages 
for harboring Mau Maus. 
November 25, 1952  Greek police arrest Nikos Ploumbides, a leading member of the Communist 
Party. 
Symphony no.7 by Henry Cowell (55) is performed for the first time, at Peabody Conservatory, 
Baltimore. 
Immortal autumn for tenor and chorus by Ross Lee Finney (45) to words of MacLeish is performed for 
the first time, in Carnegie Music Hall, Pittsburgh.  Also premiered is Ave Verum Corpus for female 
chorus by Francis Poulenc (53). 
November 27, 1952  Eleven former leaders of the Czechoslovak Communist Party are condemned to 
death after confessing to treason, sabotage and espionage.  Three others are sentenced to life in 
prison.  Most of the defendants are Jewish.  During the trial, several prominent Czechoslovak Jews 
are reported to have committed suicide. 
The first German radio program on the music of John Cage (40) is broadcast over Nordwestdeutscher 
Rundfunk. 
November 28, 1952  Due to food shortages, non-residents of East Berlin are forbidden from buying at 
government stores. 
November 29, 1952  Piano Sonata no.1 op.22 by Alberto Ginastera (36) is performed for the first time, 
in Pittsburgh.  Also premiered is Quaderno musicale di Annalibera for piano by Luigi Dallapiccola (48). 
Concerto for Piano, Four Hands op.56 by Vincent Persichetti (37) is performed for the first time, in 
Pittsburgh, by the composer and his wife Dorothea Persichetti. 
November 30, 1952  Parties favoring closer union with France win the Saarland elections.  Pro-
German parties are banned from the ballot or boycott. 
Sonata concertante for violin and piano by Leon Kirchner (33) is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York. 
December 1, 1952  Adolfo Ruiz Cortines replaces Miguel Alemán Váldez as president of Mexico. 



The New York Daily News reports on its front page about a recent operation in Denmark whereby 
Bronx native George Jorgensen became Christine Jorgensen. 
December 2, 1952  US President-elect Dwight Eisenhower makes his promised visit to Korea.  Over 
the next four days, he inspects the front and hold meetings with Korean and UN leaders as well as 
common soldiers. 
Viet Minh forces attack the fortress of Nasan, 188 km west of Hanoi.  The French defenders repel the 
attack. 
Suite for wind quintet by Ruth Crawford Seeger (51) is performed for the first time, at American 
University in Washington. 
December 3, 1952  Eleven former communist leaders, including General Rudolf Slansky, are executed 
by the Czechoslovak government.  Ten of them are Jews. 
Traffic between East and West Berlin is virtually halted when 300 vehicles owned by West Berliners 
are confiscated in East Berlin. 
The United Nations General Assembly approves a 17 point plan devised by India to end the Korean 
War.  China has already said they reject the idea. 
December 4, 1952  Today begins five days of smog in London during which up to 4,000 people die 
from smog-related causes. 
December 5, 1952  The body of Farhat Hached, a Tunisian labor leader, is found mutilated and 
riddled with bullets outside Tunis.  The Tunisian Labor Federation calls a three-day general strike. 
One of the worst fogs in London’s recorded history descends on the city over the next five days.  240 
deaths are blamed on the condition.  Air, road and rail traffic slows to a crawl. 
Violin Concerto by Gian-Carlo Menotti (41) is performed for the first time, at the Philadelphia 
Academy of Music. 
December 6, 1952  Tunisian labor leaders are arrested by French authorities. 
December 7, 1952  Nine people charged with being communist spies are executed in Taipei.  This 
makes 38 such executions since November 26. 
As about 300 demonstrators march in Tunis, they are fired upon by police.  Two people are killed.  In 
violence in French Morocco today and tomorrow, over 50 people are killed. 
December 10, 1952  Isaac Ben Zvi replaces interim president Yosef Sprinzak as President of Israel. 
Prime Minister Mohammed Neguib of Egypt abolishes the royal constitution.  A transitional 
government takes power until a new constitution can be written. 
String Quartet by Irving Fine (38) is performed for the first time, at Brandeis University, Waltham, 
Massachusetts. 
Sea Piece With Birds for orchestra by Virgil Thomson (56) is performed for the first time, in McFarlin 
Memorial Auditorium, Dallas. 
December 12, 1952  Technicians mistakenly remove four of twelve control rods out of the fuel core of 
the Chalk River nuclear reactor, 180 km northwest of Ottawa.  No one is hurt, but the 4,000,000 litres 
of radioactive water will take six months to clean up. 
Concerto for harp and chamber orchestra by Ernst Krenek (52) is performed for the first time, in 
Philadelphia. 
December 13, 1952  The United Nations sacks Nikolai Skvortsov, the aide to Assistant Secretary-
General Constantin Zinchenko, for spying on the United States. 
December 14, 1952  UN guards fire on over 3,000 rioting POWs on Pongam Island, Korea.  84 
prisoners are killed, 118 injured. 
December 15, 1952  The Peoples Republic of China rejects the peace plan offered December 3. 
Thème varié for piano by Francis Poulenc (53) is performed for the first time, in Salle Gaveau, Paris. 
December 16, 1952  Potti Sriramulu dies after a hunger strike of 58 days, in support of the creation of 
a new state from the Telugu speaking areas of Madras state.  Riots ensue which kill five people. 



Professor Owen Lattimore of Johns Hopkins University is indicted by a federal grand jury in 
Washington on seven counts of perjury.  Lattimore has been the subject of investigations into 
communists in the government by Senator Joseph McCarthy. 
String Quartet no.2 by Hans Werner Henze (26) is performed for the first time, in Baden-Baden. 
December 17, 1952  French authorities in Indochina announce the evacuation of Phongtho, 40 km 
from the border with China. 
Yugoslavia breaks diplomatic relations with the Vatican after the elevation of Archbishop Aloysius 
Stepinac to the College of Cardinals. 
Y su sangre ya viene cantando for flute and chamber orchestra by Luigi Nono (28) to words of García 
Lorca is performed for the first time, in Baden-Baden.  See October 4, 1957. 
December 19, 1952  Sofia Gubaidulina (21), a student at Kazan Conservatory, wins a Stalin 
Scholarship. 
Scientists at the University of California, Berkeley, led by Albert Ghiorso, identify the element 
Einsteinium in the debris of the thermonuclear explosion set off on November 1.  For security 
reasons, the discovery must be kept secret. 
December 20, 1952  French troops take Sonla, north of Hanoi, after heavy bombing. 
December 21, 1952  Set of Five for violin, piano and percussion by Henry Cowell (55) is performed for 
the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
December 22, 1952  Eight people are sentenced to death by a French military court for the murder of 
hundreds of civilians in the time leading up to the liberation of Paris.  Four others receive prison 
terms. 
Eleven Kikuyus are sentenced to death by a British court in Nairobi for Mau Mau activities. 
December 23, 1952  A committee of the US House of Representatives hears testimony from ex-
Communist Louis Budenz that 30 people associated with important philanthropic organizations are 
Communists. 
Twelve of the 24 Preludes and Fugues for piano by Dmitri Shostakovich (46) are performed for the first 
time, in Glinka Hall, Leningrad. 
Hans Abrahamsen is born in Copenhagen. 
December 24, 1952  Field Marshal Wilhelm List, who commanded the German invasion of 
Yugoslavia and Greece, is paroled in Munich.  He was serving a life sentence for war crimes. 
A West Berlin policeman is killed when he tries to prevent three Soviet soldiers from kidnapping 
three people from the French sector. 
The McCarran-Walter Immigration and Nationality Act goes into effect in the United States.  It 
requires all seamen on ships entering US ports to be screened for Communist activity.  Governments, 
news organizations and merchant marines around the world protest the act as unworkable. 
Carlos Chávez (53) receives the Oficial de la Orden Nacional de la Legión de Honor. 
December 25, 1952  Television service begins in West Germany. 
December 28, 1952  Twelve of the 24 Preludes and Fugues for piano by Dmitri Shostakovich (46) are 
performed for the first time, in Glinka Hall, Leningrad. 
December 29, 1952  The first hearing aid using a transistor goes on sale.  It is manufactured by the 
Sonotone Corp. of Elmsford, New York.  It weighs 100 grams. 
December 30, 1952  For the first time in 71 years of record keeping, Tuskegee Institute finds that no 
lynchings were reported in the United States over the last year. 
December 31, 1952  Control of the Ch’ang ch’un railroad is transferred from the USSR to China. 
January 1, 1953  Toshiro Mayuzumi (25) joins two other Japanese composers in founding the Group 
of Three to promote contemporary music. 
Kontraste, a ballet by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (34), is performed for the first time, over the airwaves 
of Norddeutsche Rundfunk, Hamburg.  See April 24, 1954. 



Suite Hebraïque for viola and orchestra by Ernest Bloch (72) is performed for the first time, in Chicago. 
January 3, 1953  The Egyptian government institutes a five-year economic plan. 
On the floor of the United States House of Representatives, Congressman Fred E. Busbey (R-IL) 
complains about an upcoming performance of Lincoln Portrait by Aaron Copland (52) as part of 
festivities surrounding the inauguration of Dwight Eisenhower as President of the United States.  
Busbey feels that Copland is too left wing. 
January 4, 1953  String Quartet no.3 by Ernest Bloch (72) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
January 5, 1953  After a trial of 18 months, 14 army officers are convicted and one acquitted of 
plotting to overthrow the government of Pakistan.  They are given prison terms. 
The West German government extends the patent held by J.A. Topf and Son, Wiesbaden, for a 
crematorium furnace for burning corpses.  Germans made use of Topf crematoria at Auschwitz. 
A federal judge in New York stays the execution of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg to give them time to 
ask for presidential clemency. 
En attendant Godot, a play by Samuel Beckett, is first performed, at the Théâtre de Babylone, Paris. 
January 7, 1953  René Mayer replaces Antoine Pinay as prime minister of France. 
President Truman announces that the United States has developed a hydrogen bomb. 
January 8, 1953  Cello Sonata no.3 by Bohuslav Martinu (62) is performed for the first time, in 
Washington. 
January 9, 1953  Piano Concerto no.4 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (65) is performed for the first time, in 
Pittsburgh, the composer conducting. 
January 10, 1953  Police are sent onto the streets of Karachi after three days of rioting have left 16 
people dead and 300 injured.  The riots began among student groups. 
String Quartet no.1 by George Rochberg (34) is performed for the first time, in McMillin Theater, New 
York.  The composer also premieres his Twelve Bagatelles for piano.  He arrives just before his part of 
the program, having traveled from Passaic, New Jersey in a blinding snowstorm. 
January 12, 1953  The New York Music Critics Circle names Francis Poulenc’s (54) Stabat mater as the 
best choral work of 1952 and Paul Hindemith’s (57) Septet as the best work of chamber music. 
January 13, 1953  Nine Soviet doctors are arrested and charged with plotting to kill the political and 
military leaders of the country and spying for American Jewish organizations.  Six of the nine are 
Jewish.  The nine are implicated in the deaths of two Politburo members and with conspiracy to kill 
others.  The events are announced in Pravda. 
A new constitution is adopted for the Federal Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia. 
January 14, 1953  Josip Broz Tito is named President of Yugoslavia, replacing Ivan Ribar. 
Egyptian authorities arrest 25 army officers and 15 civilians in a move to preempt plots to overthrow 
the government. 
Symphony no.7 “Sinfonia antarctica” by Ralph Vaughan Williams (80) is performed for the first time, at 
the Free Trade Hall, Manchester. 
January 15, 1953  Otto Verber and Kurt Ponger, naturalized US citizens, are arrested in Vienna and 
charged with passing sensitive information to Yuri V. Novikov of the Soviet embassy in Washington.  
Novikov is ordered to leave the US. 
British authorities arrest seven ex-Nazis and charge them with plotting to take over West German 
political parties. 
Tancredi, suite for orchestra by Hans Werner Henze’s (26), is performed for the first time, in 
Hamburg.  See July 22, 1952 and May 18, 1966. 
January 16, 1953  The arrest of East German Foreign Minister Georg Dertinger is announced in East 
Berlin. 
Prime Minister Mohammed Neguib of Egypt bans all political parties for three years. 



The legislature of the Kenya Colony prescribes the death penalty for anyone administering the Mau 
Mau initiation ceremony. 
Scientists at the University of California, Berkeley, led by Albert Ghiorso, identify the element 
Fermium in the debris of the thermonuclear explosion set off on November 1.  For security reasons, 
the discovery must be kept secret. 
String Quartet no.6 by Ernst Krenek (52) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
As part of the inaugural celebrations for Dwight Eisenhower, Aaron Copland’s (52) Lincoln Portrait is 
to be performed in a concert by the National Symphony Orchestra of Washington.  Today it is 
announced that through the efforts of Congressman Fred E. Busbey (R-IL) the performance is 
cancelled because of the composer’s alleged association with “subversive” political organizations.  In 
a statement released to the press, Copland says “My ‘politics’--tainted or untainted’--are certain to die 
with me, but my music, I am foolish enough to imagine, might just possibly outlive the Republican 
party.” 
January 17, 1953  The arrest of Lajos Stoeckler, leader of Hungarian Jews, is announced in Budapest.  
He is charged with possessing “substantial amounts of American dollars and Swiss francs.” 
The Egyptian cabinet extends the absolute rule of Prime Minister Mohammed Neguib for one year. 
January 18, 1953  East German police raid the homes and businesses of Jews in search of “Zionist 
spies.” 
January 19, 1953  The Iranian Parliament extends the decree powers of Prime Minister Mohammed 
Mossadegh for one year. 
Wonderful Town, a musical by Leonard Bernstein (34) to words of Comden and Green after Fields and 
Chodorov, is performed for the first time, in the Shubert Theater, New Haven.  See February 25, 1953. 
January 20, 1953  The first modern translation of the Bible into Korean is published in Tokyo. 
1,300 East Germans flee to West Berlin by elevated train just before the East German government 
closes the line. 
Todor Stoyanov Christov is sentenced to death in Sofia for espionage.  Nine other defendants receive 
prison terms of from six months to twenty years. 
Dwight David Eisenhower replaces Harry S. Truman as president of the United States. 
January 21, 1953  13 “second tier” leaders of the Communist Party are convicted in New York of 
conspiring to advocate the overthrow of the United States government. 
Dr. W. Lou Tandy is relieved of his duties at Kansas State Teachers College for signing a petition 
asking for clemency for the convicted Communist Party leaders. 
January 22, 1953  The Crucible by Arthur Miller opens at the Martin Beck Theater, New York. 
January 24, 1953  Police in Rome break up a demonstration by neo-Fascists.  800 are arrested. 
Fünf Orchesterlieder nach Ansichkartentexten von Peter Altenberg by Alban Berg (†17) are performed 
completely for the first time, in Rome.  See March 31, 1913. 
January 25, 1953  Il figliuol prodigo, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero (70) to his own words after 
Castellano Castellani, is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of RAI.  See May 14, 1957. 
The Golden Harp for boys chorus by Henry Cowell (55) is performed for the first time, at Ames 
Methodist Church, Baltimore. 
January 26, 1953  Almost 2,000 refugees arrive in West Berlin fleeing purges in the East.  This is the 
largest one-day total to date. 
The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis announces in New York that it has isolated the three 
virus strains which cause poliomyelitis.  This will make it possible to immunize children against the 
disease.  Credit for the research is given to Dr. Jonas Salk of the University of Pittsburgh. 
January 27, 1953  The Netherlands informs the United States that it will not require any economic 
assistance during the coming fiscal year. 



The British Food Ministry announces that citizens will receive an extra food ration for the coronation 
period in order that they may celebrate in a “traditionally festive spirit.”  The extra ration will consist 
of one pound (454 grams) of sugar and four ounces (113 grams) of margarine. 
The Polish government announces that three men have been sentenced to death in Krakow for spying 
for the US and the Vatican  One is a priest.  Three other priests and a woman are given prison 
sentences. 
William Remington, a former economist for the US Commerce Dept., is convicted on two counts of 
perjury in federal court in New York.  He was charged with lying about his alleged Communist 
activities in his 1951 perjury trial. 
January 29, 1953  French forces begin a drive against the Viet Minh by landing a force at Quinhon, 
320 km north of Saigon. 
January 30, 1953  Mohammed Bin Indara, a leader of the communist insurgency in Malaya, is 
executed by the British in Taiping. 
January 31, 1953  The government of Czechoslovakia is reorganized on the Soviet model. 
Six days of storms, high tides and floods cause death and destruction in the North Sea.  The 
Netherlands lists 1,395 dead, Great Britain 546 and Belgium 23.  The British ferry Princess Victoria 
sinks today between Scotland and Northern Ireland taking 132 people with her.  Only 44 survive. 
Eminent American historian Bruce Catton writes in The Nation :  “So the Copland number was not 
heard, and if this was in the end something less than a fatal blow to the evil designs of the men in the 
Kremlin, it at least saved the assembled Republicans from being compelled to listen to Lincoln’s 
brooding words:  ‘Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history.  We of this Congress and this 
administration will be remembered in spite of ourselves.’” 
Andrew Welsh Imbrie (31) marries Barbara Cushing. 
A Garden Eastward, a cantata for solo voice and orchestra by Hugo Weisgall (40) to words of Moses 
ibn Ezra (tr. Feist), is performed for the first time, in Baltimore under the baton of the composer. 
February 1, 1953  NHK begins regular television broadcasting in Japan. 
20th Century Fox announces that it is converting all future production to CinemaScope. 
February 2, 1953  President Eisenhower announces that United States ships will no longer prevent 
attacks on mainland China from Taiwan. 
About 2,600 refugees from East Germany arrive in West Berlin, a one-day record.  25,434 people fled 
the East in January. 
February 4, 1953  Eight people are convicted and fined in Johannesburg for inciting blacks to disobey 
South Africa’s apartheid laws. 
February 6, 1953  French officials in Indochina announce that their amphibious force sent to Quinhon 
has been withdrawn. 
February 7, 1953  Ralph Vaughan Williams (80) marries Ursula Wood, a 31-year-old war widow with 
whom he has collaborated.  It is his second marriage. 
The Marriage, a television opera by Bohuslav Martinu (62) to his own words after Gogol, is performed 
for the first time, over the NBC television network originating in New York. 
February 8, 1953  Gyula Decsei, Justice Minister of Hungary and a Jew, is removed from office. 
Rep. Harold Velde, chairman of the US House Un-American Activities Committee, states in a speech 
in Philadelphia, “It’s a lot better to wrongly accuse one person of being a Communist than to allow so 
many to get away with such Communist acts as those that have brought us to the brink of World War 
III.” 
February 9, 1953  A bomb is thrown onto the grounds of the Soviet legation in Tel Aviv by anti-
Communists protesting the treatment of Jews in the USSR and elsewhere.  Three people, including 
the wife of the Soviet Minister to Israel, are injured.  Police round up 30-50 suspects. 



The Federal Communications Commission approves the merger of the American Broadcasting 
Company and United Paramount Theaters, Inc. 
February 10, 1953  The West German government orders the neo-Nazi Freikorps Deutschland to 
disband.  Four of its leaders are arrested. 
A common market for coal, iron ore and scrap goes into effect between the six members of the 
European Coal and Steel Community. 
Prime Minister Mohammed Neguib of Egypt issues a proclamation naming himself and a 13-member 
“Army Council of the Revolution” the rulers of the country for the next three years. 
February 11, 1953  US President Eisenhower refuses clemency to Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 
Symphony no.4 “Sinfonia Romantica” and Baile, for orchestra, both by Carlos Chávez (53) are performed 
for the first time, in Columbia Auditorium, Louisville, under the baton of the composer. 
February 12, 1953  The USSR breaks diplomatic relations with Israel over the bombing incident of 
February 9. 
Great Britain and Egypt sign an agreement in Cairo to grant self-determination for Sudan within 
three years. 
February 13, 1953  Trionfo di Afrodite, a scenic concerto by Carl Orff (57) to words of Catullus, Sappho 
and Euripedes, is performed for the first time, at Teatro alla Scala, Milan, as part of the first 
performance of the complete Trionfi, made up of Carmina Burana, Catulli Carmina and Trionfo di 
Afrodite. 
Ritual Dances from Michael Tippett’s (48) unperformed opera The Midsummer Marriage, are performed 
for the first time, in the Musiksaal, Basel.  See January 27, 1955. 
February 14, 1953  Two works by Florent Schmitt (82) are performed for the first time:  Trois poèmes de 
Ganzo op.118for voice and piano, and Clarinet Sextet op.128. 
February 15, 1953  An earthquake centered at Turud, Iran kills 1,100 people. 
Woodwind Quintet by Hans Werner Henze (26) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Radio Bremen. 
February 16, 1953  The South African House of Assembly passes the Public Safety Bill, giving the 
government dictatorial powers. 
Charles Seeger, whose wife is Ruth Crawford Seeger (51), is denied a passport by the United States 
because he is suspected of having been involved with Communists in the 1930s. 
Memento: romance de la guardia civil española for vocal soloist, spoken choir and orchestra by Luigi 
Nono (29) to words of García Lorca is performed for the first time, in Hamburg conducted by Bruno 
Maderna (32).  See October 4, 1957. 
February 17, 1953  The Court of Appeals in New York stays the execution of Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg to give them time for a final appeal to the Supreme Court. 
February 18, 1953  The Australian House of Representatives confers the title Queen of Australia on 
Queen Elizabeth II, the first person to hold that title. 
The US State Department, on the demand of Senator Joseph McCarthy, removes the works of novelist 
Howard Fast from Voice of America libraries.  Fast recently refused to answer  whether he was a 
communist when questioned by a Senate committee. 
February 19, 1953  The French National Assembly votes amnesty for 130,000 Alsatians forced into the 
German army during World War II, some of whom have been found guilty of war crimes. 
Rhapsody-Concerto for viola and orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (62) is performed for the first time, in 
Cleveland. 
February 22, 1953  It is reported that 26,000 refugees have entered West Berlin since February 1. 
In national elections in Austria, the Socialist Party gains seats at the expense of the three other parties 
in Parliament, but falls one short of the Peoples Party.  The Peoples-Socialist coalition continues. 



February 23, 1953  The East German government dissolves the Jewish-dominated Leftist Union of 
Nazi Persecutees. 
February 24, 1953  Concerto Grosso no.2 by Ernest Bloch (72) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of RAI. 
February 25, 1953  President Chiang Kai-shek of the Republic of China repudiates his government’s 
1945 treaty of friendship and alliance with the Soviet Union. 
Eight Kikuyus are hanged by the British for the Mau Mau killing of several Kenyans. 
Representatives of Greece, Turkey and Yugoslavia initial a treaty of friendship in Athens. 
The United States presents before the United Nations ten pieces of evidence that prove involvement 
by the Soviet Union in Korea. 
The Guatemalan government takes 90,000 hectares belonging to the United Fruit Company for 
redistribution to landless peasants. 
Dr. Robert Gorham Davis of Smith College testifies before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee and names 21 people, mostly academics, who he knew as Communist Party members in 
the 1930s. 
Wonderful Town, a musical by Leonard Bernstein (34) to words of Comden and Green after Fields and 
Chodurov, is performed for the first time in New York, in the Winter Garden.  The critics are 
unanimously positive.  See January 19, 1953. 
February 26, 1953  String Quartet no.1 by Elliott Carter (44) is performed for the first time, in the 
Theresa L. Kaufmann Auditorium, McMillan Theater, Columbia University, New York. 
February 27, 1953  Representatives of the West German government sign an agreement in London 
with 18 other countries to pay off $3,270,000,000 in debt incurred in 30 countries over the last 35 
years. 
February 28, 1953  Following rumors that Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh is forcing the Shah 
to leave the country, rioters in Teheran drive Mossadegh from his home. 
A West German court grants a posthumous pardon to General Alfred Jodl, hanged as a war criminal 
at Nuremberg. 
Representatives of Greece, Turkey and Yugoslavia sign a “treaty of friendship and collaboration” in a 
ceremony in Ankara. 
The Investigations Subcommittee of the US Senate, headed by Joseph McCarthy, opens televised 
hearings into Communists in the Voice of America. 
March 1, 1953  Rioting in Teheran intensifies between supporters and opponents of Prime Minister 
Mohammed Mossadegh. 
Symphony no.8 for alto, chorus and orchestra by Henry Cowell (55) is performed for the first time, in 
Wilmington, Ohio. 
Elliott Carter’s (44) Elegy for string orchestra is performed for the first time, in Cooper Union, New 
York.  See August 21, 1946. 
March 3, 1953  Iranian government forces regain control of the streets in Teheran.  Anti-Mossadegh 
leaders are arrested. 
The West German government asks the three western powers to provide military transports for the 
increasing number of refugees reaching West Berlin.  It said that the reduced rate run by Air France, 
British European and Pan American bringing 500-800 people a day is inadequate. 
Raymond Kaplan, an engineer for the Voice of America, dies when he throws himself in front of a 
truck in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  A suicide note explains that he feared investigation by Senator 
McCarthy, and that he would be “the patsy for any mistakes…once the dogs are set on you, 
everything you have done since the beginning of time is suspect.” 



March 4, 1953  Radio Moscow announces that Joseph Stalin suffered a brain hemorrhage during the 
night of March 1-2 and is gravely ill.  His duties have been taken over by the Council of Ministers and 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 
An agreement is signed in Bonn between the Allied High Commission and Alfred Krupp von Bohlen.  
The Krupp industries are decontrolled provided Krupp sell all holdings in steel, iron and coal and 
promise never to enter those pursuits again. 
March 5, 1953  9:00 p.m.  Sergei Sergeievich Prokofiev dies of a brain hemmorage, in his Moscow 
apartment, aged 61 years, ten months and ten days.  The composer dies only a few hours before the 
country’s leader, and his nemesis for the last twenty years, Joseph Stalin.  Georgy Maksimilianovich 
Malenkov takes over as General Secretary of the Communist Party. 
A Polish air force officer flies his MIG-15 to Bornholm Island and applies to Denmark for political 
asylum.  It is the first MIG ever to come into the possession of a western power. 
Concerto for percussion by Ben Johnston (26) is performed for the first time, at the University of Illinois. 
March 6, 1953  The death of Stalin is announced over Radio Moscow.  A new government is 
empowered:  Kliment Efremovich Voroshilov replaces Nikolai Mikhailovich Shvernik as Chairman of 
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet and Georgy Maksimilianovich Malenkov replaces Iosif 
Vissarionovich Stalin as Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR.  Panteleimon 
Kondratyevich Ponomarenko becomes Minister of Culture. 
James Dewey Watson and Francis Harry Compton Crick submit a paper to Nature describing the 
structure of DNA. 
March 7, 1953  Chinese and North Korean prisoners-of-war riot on Yongcho Island.  Order is restored 
with the deaths of 23 and 42 injuries. 
A memorial service for Sergei Prokofiev is held in Moscow at the Central Composers’ Home, 
attended by Dmitri Shostakovich (46), Aram Khachaturian (49) and other prominent Soviet 
composers and musicians. 
Gurney Kennedy, Chairman of the Composer’s Forum Committee at the University of Alabama, who 
invited Aaron Copland (52) to take part in the forum, writes to the composer, “I regret to inform you 
that the recent allegations of Communist sympathies on your part...and the inaugural concert affair in 
Washington make it inadvisable for us to have you as our guest.” 
March 9, 1953  After an enormous funeral before 50,000 people, the body of Iosif Vissarionovich 
Stalin is placed beside Lenin in the mausoleum in Red Square. 
March 10, 1953  Czechoslovak fighters shoot down an American fighter on the Czech-German border 
near Regensburg.  The pilot parachutes to safety.  Czechoslovakia claims that the US plane violated 
their air space. 
The ad hoc Assembly of the European Coal and Steel Community accepts a “Draft Treaty embodying 
the Statute the European Community”, a treaty for political community. 
23 members of the film industry who refused to answer questions about Communism by the House 
Un-American Activities Committee in 1951, sue the committee members and film studios for 
$51,750,000 in a California court. 
March 11, 1953  The French National Assembly votes to pardon 35,000 French citizens convicted of 
collaboration with Germany during World War II. 
Over the next two days, eleven Kikuyus are hanged in Kenya for the Mau Mau killing of a white 
farmer. 
The University of Colorado announces that eight faculty members have been sacked after an internal 
inquiry into “subversive activities.” 
A piano duet version of Samuel Barber’s (43) unperformed ballet Souvenirs is performed for the first 
time, at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.  See November 12, 1953 and November 15, 
1955. 



A Parable of Death for speaker, tenor, chorus and orchestra by Lukas Foss (30) to words of Rilke and 
Hecht, is performed for the first time, in Columbia Auditorium, Louisville, Kentucky. 
March 12, 1953  Four days of attacks by Viet Minh forces northwest of Hue begin today.  They are 
repulsed by French troops. 
Two Soviet fighters shoot down a British bomber near Luneburg.  Five of the seven fliers aboard are 
killed.  The two survivors will die in hospital. 
Schlagquartett no.1/3 by Karlheinz Stockhausen (24) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves 
of Norddeutsche Rundfunk, originating in Hamburg.  See March 23, 1953. 
March 13, 1953  Medea, a dramatic monologue for mezzo-soprano and orchestra by Ernst Krenek (52) 
to words of Jeffers, after Euripedes, is performed for the first time, in the Philadelphia Academy of 
Music.  It achieves great success. 
March 14, 1953  Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev becomes acting General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. 
President Klement Gottwald of Czechoslovakia dies of pneumonia in Prague.  He is succeeded as 
First Secretary of the Communist Party by Antonin Novotny.  Antonin Zapotocky becomes acting 
President. 
March 16, 1953  Seven employees of New York City municipal colleges are sacked for refusing to 
answer questions about communist affiliations put by a Senate investigating committee. 
March 17, 1953  A small nuclear device is detonated by the United States at Yucca Flat, Nevada while 
850 soldiers huddle in trenches five km away.  Within a short time, the soldiers maneuver through 
the blast zone. 
US Attorney-General Herbert Brownell announces that 10,000 naturalized citizens and 12,000 aliens 
are being investigated for deportation as subversives. 
American inventor Robert Abplanalp receives a US patent for a valve mechanism which makes spray 
cans possible. 
March 18, 1953  Sir Gerald Templer, British High Commissioner for Malaya, announces the repeal of 
a regulation allowing the mass detention or deportation of citizens.  It was intended to punish entire 
villages for supporting the communist insurgency. 
An earthquake centered in northwestern Turkey kills thousands and leaves 50,000 homeless. 
Orb and Sceptre March by William Walton (50) is performed for the first time, in a recording session in 
Kingsway Hall, London, conducted by the composer.  See June 2, 1953. 
Snow and the Willow, two madrigals for chorus by Kenneth Gaburo (26), are performed for the first 
time, in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
March 19, 1953  Mikis Theodorakis (27) marries Myrto Altinoglou, a newly graduated doctor.  After 
ten years of war, imprisonment and torture, he becomes her first patient. 
The West German Bundestag ratifies the European Defense Community treaty and the West German 
peace contract. 
March 20, 1953  West German President Theodor Heuss signs his government’s ratification of an 
agreement with Israel to pay the Jewish state and Jewish organizations $822,000,000 as reparations for 
Nazi persecutions of Jews.  Israel will ratify the agreement in two days. 
Four Madrigals for chorus by Thea Musgrave (24) to words of Wyatt are performed for the first time, 
in St. Andrews, Fife. 
March 21, 1953  Antonín Zapotocky replaces Klement Gottwald as President of Czechoslovakia.  
Viliam Siroky is named Prime Minister to replace Zapotocky. 
March 22, 1953  British troops arrest 2,500 Kenyans at Pumwani in a search for Mau Maus. 
Williams Mix for eight single-track or four double-track tapes by John Cage (40) is performed for the 
first time, in a private setting at the University of Illinois, Urbana. 



March 23, 1953  The South African Supreme Court of Appeals rules that racial segregation is invalid 
unless equal facilities are provided for all races. 
Six Czechoslovaks hijack a Czechoslovak Air Lines DC-3 and fly it to Frankfurt.  The plane and 
remaining passangers will return home March 31. 
The German chemical cartel I.G. Farbenindustrie is dissolved into five successor companies. 
Schlagquartett no.1/3 by Karlheinz Stockhausen (24) is performed for the first time before a live 
audience, in Munich.  See March 12, 1953. 
Today through April 8 the House Un-American Activities Committee holds hearings in Los Angeles.  
32 members of the entertainment industry refuse to answer questions about alleged Communist 
activities. 
March 24, 1953  The United States sets off an atomic device at Camp Desert Rock, Nevada.  Nine 
volunteer military officers experience the blast in a 1.5 meter trench situated 2,300 meters away. 
March 25, 1953  British troops arrest 3,500 Kenyans at Thika in a search for Mau Maus. 
Today, through April 2, eight authors testify before the Senate Investigations Subcommittee of Joseph 
McCarthy.  Only two, Grace Lumpkin and Langston Hughes, say anything about alleged Communist 
elements of their writing.  The others refuse to answer questions. 
March 26, 1953  Mau Maus kill 150 Kikuyus in the village of Lari, near Nairobi, presumably because 
of their loyalty to the white government. 
Dr. Jonas Salk of the University of Pittsburgh announces to the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis in New York, that he has developed a vaccine against polio. 
March 27, 1953  After a period working with Pierre Schaeffer (42) in Paris, Karlheinz Stockhausen 
arrives in Cologne where the new electronic music studio will open in May. 
March 28, 1953  Chinese and North Korean negotiators at Panmunjom agree to a UN proposal to 
exchange sick and wounded prisoners before an armistice is reached. 
The new Soviet government orders the release of all prisoners serving terms of five years or less. 
March 29, 1953  Collective farms in Yugoslavia are now voluntary.  Peasants are allowed to return to 
individual farms if they choose. 
March 30, 1953  Chinese Prime Minister Chou En-lai announces a shift in policy.  They now are 
willing to put off exchange of prisoners not desiring repatriation.  They suggest they be sent to a 
neutral third country to settle the issue. 
A former cabinet minister, ten army officers and three other civilians are convicted of plotting to 
overthrow the Egyptian government and sentenced to prison. 
Werner Egk (51) leaves his position as Professor of Composition and Director of the Hochschule für 
Musik in West Berlin. 
March 31, 1953  The UN Security Council nominates Dag Hammarskjöld, the Swedish Foreign 
Minister, to be the second Secretary-General.  He is a surpise compromise. 
April 1, 1953  Trucking clerk John Reginald Halliday Christie is charged in a London court with the 
murder of his wife.  He is believed to be responsible for the deaths of six women. 
April 2, 1953  Julius Raab replaces Leopold Figl as chancellor of Austria. 
April 3, 1953  Roy Cohn and David Schine, protoges of Senator Joseph McCarthy, arrive in Paris for a 
two week tour of American libraries in Europe.  They are investigating how much “communist 
inspired” literature is on the shelves. 
April 4, 1953  The USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs announces that the nine doctors (six of whom are 
Jews), accused of plotting the deaths of leading Soviet leaders, have been freed.  Six other doctors 
implicated in the plot have been exonerated. 
Following the Soviet lead, Romania announces an amnesty for all prisoners serving terms of less than 
two years.  Longer sentences will be reduced. 
Former King Carol II of Romania dies of a heart attack in Estoril, Portugal. 



April 5, 1953  The British colonial authority in Kenya orders the death penalty for Africans illegally 
possessing firearms. 
April 6, 1953  Peace talks resume at Panmunjom, Korea. 
In a nationwide radio broadcast, Iranian Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh calls for stripping 
all power from the Shah and making him a constitutional monarch. 
At his first recording session with Capitol Records, Duke Ellington (53) introduces Satin Doll. 
April 7, 1953  Mobs supporting Prime Minister Mossadegh and the Shah battle in the streets of 
Teheran. 
The UN General Assembly elects Dag Hammarskjöld as Secretary-General. 
Mutability, a cycle for voice and piano by Irving Fine (38), to words of Orgel, is performed for the first 
time, in the (old) John Hancock Building, Boston, the composer at the keyboard. 
April 8, 1953  Jomo Kenyatta, president of the Kenya African Union, and five others are sentenced to 
seven years in jail by a British magistrate in Kapenguria for aiding Mau Mau activities. 
April 9, 1953  Trip on the Galaxy Train, a ballet by Toru Takemitsu (22), is performed for the first time, 
in Hibiya Public Hall, Tokyo. 
April 10, 1953  Charles Chaplin surrenders his permit to reenter the United States, in Geneva.  He is 
accused of dubious morality and holding political views disliked by the state. 
April 11, 1953  The agreement for the repatriation of sick and wounded prisoners is signed at 
Panmunjom. 
Two works by Ernest Bloch (72) are performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the BBC 
originating in London:  Sinfonia breve and Concerto Grosso no.2. 
Dag Hammarskjöld replaces Trygvie Lie as Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
Ideas of Order for orchestra by Arthur Berger (40) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, 
New York. 
April 13, 1953  France announces it has abandoned Samneua, Laos in order to prepare a defense of 
Laos against the Viet Minh. 
Casino Royale by Ian Fleming is published in Britain by Jonathan Cape.  It is the first appearance of 
Fleming’s intrepid secret agent, James Bond. 
Kurt L. Ponger, a naturalized US citizen, pleads guilty in Washington to charges of spying for the 
USSR. 
April 14, 1953  Laos orders mobilizaton of all men 18-35 to help France fight an invasion by the Viet 
Minh. 
Otto Verber, a naturalized US citizen, pleads guilty in Washington to charges of spying for the USSR. 
April 15, 1953  Pope Pius XII, speaking in Rome and reversing earlier Catholic positions, approves of 
psychoanalysis provided certain safeguards are maintained. 
Parliamentary elections in South Africa are won outright by the ruling National Party. 
Two bombs are thrown in the Plaza de Mayo, Buenos Aires as President Juan Perón is giving a 
speech.  He is unhurt.  Peronist mobs rampage through the city at night attacking opposition targets.  
Six people are killed, 100 injured. 
April 17, 1953  Mohammad Ali Bogra replaces Khwaja Nazimuddin as Prime Minister of Pakistan. 
British authorities evict 7,000 people from their homes northeast of Nairobi in an area suspected of 
harboring Mau Maus.  In two days, their villages will be destroyed. 
Jascha Heifetz is attacked by a man wielding a metal pipe in Jerusalem.  The man objected to a 
concert by Heifetz which included music of Richard Strauss.  Heifetz is slightly injured. 
April 18, 1953  750 businessmen are arrested in Argentina for opposition to the price-enforcement 
campaign of President Juan Perón. 
April 19, 1953  A general election in Japan results in a loss of majority for the ruling Liberal Party. 
April 20, 1953  An exchange of sick and wounded prisoners begins at Panmunjom, Korea. 



Viet Minh forces capture Xiengkhouang, Laos. 
The Subversive Activities Control Board orders the Communist Party of the US to register with the 
Justice Dept. as an agency of the USSR. 
April 21, 1953  Elections in Denmark leave the parties in the Folketing vitually unchanged. 
Two aides to Senator Joseph McCarthy, Roy Cohn and David Schine, return to Washington after an 
18-day tour of Western Europe.  They are investigating alleged waste and disloyalty in the US 
Information Service.  The trip has been strongly criticized in Congress and the US and European 
press. 
April 22, 1953  Viet Minh advance columns meet the French defenders of Laos on the Plaine des 
Jarres. 
Harry Partch (51) begins lecturing at San Francisco State College on The Human Ear:  Its Ignored 
Capacities. 
The Night is Still for soprano and piano by Kenneth Gaburo (26) to words of Tagore is performed for 
the first time, in New Orleans. 
April 23, 1953  Livre d’orgue for organ by Olivier Messiaen (43) is performed for the first time, for the 
inauguration of the organ in Villa Berg, Stuttgart, by the composer. 
Admiral Ushakov, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian (49), is released. 
Six Songs by Thea Musgrave (24) are performed for the first time, at Glasgow University. 
Night Music, the second movement of George Rochberg’s (34) Symphony no.2, is performed for the 
first time, in New York. 
April 24, 1953  Viet Minh forces capture the French stronghold of Muongngoi, Laos. 
Women are allowed to vote for the first time in Pakistan in municipal elections in Karachi.  Extra 
police are ordered out to protect women voters from male hecklers. 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill is knighted by Queen Elizabeth and invested with the Order of the 
Garter. 
British security forces round up 6,000 Kenyans from the village of Kariobangi near Nairobi.  They are 
suspected of complicity with the Mau Maus.  Their village is destroyed. 
Symphony no.6 by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (47) is performed for the first time, in Munich. 
April 25, 1953  Nature magazine publishes a one-page article by James Dewey Watson and Francis 
Harry Compton Crick which begins “We wish to suggest a structure for the salt of deoxyribose 
nucleic acid.” 
April 26, 1953  The resumption of Korean armistice negotiations is announced.  The first repatriations 
of 684 ill and wounded UN troops is completed. 
Brigadier General Mahmud Afshartous, Chief of Iran’s National Police and a relative of Prime 
Minister Mohammed Mossadegh, is found dead near Tehran.  Missing since April 20, he was found 
to be strangled.  At least 20 people, some high ranking, are arrested in connection with the crime. 
Symphony no.1 by Charles Ives (78) is performed for the first time, in Washington, 55 years after it was 
completed by the composer.  See March 19, 1910. 
April 27, 1953  General Mark Clark, supreme UN commander in Korea, offers $100,000 to the first 
North Korean, Chinese or Soviet pilot to fly a MIG-15 to UN custody. 
The Viet Minh proclaim a rival government for Laos. 
Negotiators from Egypt and Great Britain begin talks in Cairo on the withdrawal of British troops 
from the Suez Canal Zone. 
The British House of Commons votes to denationalize long-distance road transport. 
The $200,000,000 Bemberg industrial concern is nationalized by the Argentine government. 
April 28, 1953  Goethe-Lieder for female voice and three clarinets by Luigi Dallapiccola (49) is 
performed for the first time, in Boston. 



April 29, 1953  Coronation March for orchestra by Arnold Bax (69) is performed for the first time, in a 
recording session in Kingsway Hall, London.  See June 2, 1953. 
April 30, 1953  British warplanes are used for the first time against the Mau Maus, bombing 
suspected hideouts in the Aberdare Mountains. 
Lord Jowitt, former Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, publishes The Strange Case of Alger Hiss.  
He questions the conviction of Hiss and blasts the testimony of Whittaker Chambers as “wildly 
improbable.” 
May 1, 1953  Viet Minh forces reach to within 15 km of Luang Prabang, Laos. 
Food rationing is ended in Austria. 
A common market for steel goes into effect between the six members of the European Coal and Steel 
Community. 
May 2, 1953  King Hussein of Jordan turns 18 and assumes full control of the government. 
May 3, 1953  The first round of repatriation of sick and wounded prisoners comes to a close in 
Panmunjom as the UN completes turning over 6,670 POWs. 
Mau Maus attack the village of Getumbiro, killing 19 Kikuyu home guards. 
May 4, 1953  Five Mau Maus are sentenced to death for killing two British men. 
Musician Artie Shaw testifies before the House Un-American Activities Committee in New York 
saying he has never been a member of the Communist Party nor has he ever been disloyal. 
The Mighty Casey, an opera by William Schuman (42) to words of Gury after Thayer, is performed for 
the first time, at the Hartt College of Music in Hartford, Connecticut.  See April 6, 1976. 
Irmelin, an opera by Frederick Delius (†18) to his own words, is performed for the first time, in New 
Theater, Oxford, 61 years after it was composed. 
Sonata for horn and piano by Leslie Bassett (30) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
May 5, 1953  The Indian Parliament approves a law allowing the national government to control all 
production and distribution and regulate prices. 
Chemnitz, East Gemany, is renamed Karl-Marx-Stadt. 
Police arrest 756 people suspected of Mau Mau affiliation, in the Nairobi marketplace 
After twelve years in North America, and the gaining of American citizenship, Bohuslav Martinu (62) 
sails for Europe. 
Jamaica gains internal self-government. 
Choreographer Jerome Robbins testifies before the House Un-American Activities Committee in New 
York about alleged Communist activities.  Playwright Arnaud d”Usseau and director/screenwriter 
Mortimer Offner refuse to answer questions about Communist affiliations. 
Prelude and Fugue op.52 for band by Wallingford Riegger (68) is performed for the first time, in 
Louisville. 
Cantilena One for soprano by Kenneth Gaburo (26) is performed for the first time, at McNeese State 
University, Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
May 6, 1953  Viet Minh forces are reported withdrawing north from their gains in Laos. 
Talks in Cairo between Egypt and Great Britain over British withdrawal from the Suez Canal Zone 
break down after ten days. 
Italian Communists file suit against Roman Catholic bishops who told their congregations that it is a 
sin to vote for a Communist candidate in the upcoming general election. 
Actor Lionel Stander tells the House Un-American Activities Committee in New York that he is not a 
Communist but refuses to repeat earlier testimony that he has never been one.  He fears this might 
make him liable to perjury charges by “psychopaths and stool pigeons.” 
A heart-lung machine developed by American surgeon Dr. John Gibbon is used successfully for the 
first time on a human in an operation on 18-year-old Cecilia Bavolek, in Philadelphia. 



Die chinesische Nachtigall, a ballet by Werner Egk (52) to his own story after Andersen, is performed 
for the first time, in the Bayerische Staatsoper, Munich. 
Sonata for cello op.54 by Vincent Persichetti (37) is performed for the first time, at the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York. 
May 7, 1953  Chinese and North Korean negotiators remove a block to further negotiations when 
they agree that POWs may be held in neutral custody in Korea. 
Screenwriter/director/producer Robert Rossen testifies before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee in New York that he was a Communist from 1937-1947.  He name dozens of others who 
he alleges were also Communists.  Broadway producer Lee Sabinson said he is not a Communist but 
refused to say if he has ever been one. 
US Representative Robert L. Condon is barred from a nuclear weapons test in Nevada as a security 
risk.  Condon, winner of the Silver Star for bravery in battle, believes he was barred because of his 
political views. 
Can-Can by Cole Porter and Abe Burrows opens in New York. 
May 8, 1953  Mau Maus attack a police camp at Othaya, west of Mt. Kenya.  They are repulsed by 
British colonial troops.  The group then moves on to attack Kikuyu home guards at Kairuitha, killing 
15 of them. 
May 9, 1953  The United States sets off an atomic explosion at Yucca Flat, Nevada.  Radioactive 
particles land on St. George, Utah and Mesquite, Nevada, some 160 km away.  Residents were asked 
to stay indoors between 9 am and 12 noon to avoid radioactivity. 
Two Children’s Songs for voice and piano by Witold Lutoslawski (40) to words of Barto are performed 
for the first time, in Warsaw, the composer at the keyboard. 
May 10, 1953  A Liberal Party is formed in South Africa.  It will campaign for equal rights for all 
citizens. 
Excerpts from Six Dances for string orchestra by Ulysses Kay (36) are performed for the first time, 
over the airwaves of CBS radio. 
May 11, 1954  The European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, as amended by Protocol 11, comes into force. 
May 12, 1953  The Royal Navy discloses that naval and marine reinforcements have been sent to 
Suez. 
The Argentine Ministry of Communications suspends the right of three international news services to 
receive dispatches from abroad for Argentine newspapers. 
May 14, 1953  Under Milk Wood, a play by Dylan Thomas, is performed for the first time, in a reading 
at The Poetry Center, New York.  Thomas takes two of the parts. 
May 15, 1953  Czechoslovak authorities release and pardon William Oatis, a correspondent for the 
Associated Press, after he has served almost two years of a ten year sentence for espionage. 
May 16, 1953  Associated Press correspondent William Oatis is released in Prague on order of 
President Antonin Zapotocky.  He has been held for two years charged with espionage. 
May 17, 1953  Viet Minh forces attack Yenvi but are beaten back by the French with heavy losses. 
Django Reinhardt dies at Fontainbleau, aged 43. 
Voyage for a Theater, a ballet by William Schuman (42) to a scenario by Graham, is performed for the 
first time, in the Alvin Theater, New York.  The scheduled premiere of Voyage is not scheduled until 
August 18 but Martha Graham heard a private performance of it and asked Schuman to arrange it for 
chamber orchestra so she could choreograph it.  See August 18, 1953. 
Prelude for unaccompanied flute by Ulysses Kay (36) is performed for the first time, at the University 
of Maine, Orono. 
May 18, 1953  French forces retake Xiengkhouang, Laos. 
Go Tell It on the Mountain by James Baldwin is published. 



May 19, 1953  AP correspondent Marc Purdue is ordered to leave Iran by the government.  He is 
accused of spreading “false and provocative news against the interests of Iran.” 
Harvard University finds three faculty members “guilty of misconduct” for invoking their rights 
under the Fifth Amendement while testifying before Congressional committees about communism.  
They are not sacked. 
Argentine government restrictions against three wire services are eased. 
May 20, 1953  William Walton (51) receives an honorary DMus from Manchester University. 
The British colonial government of Kenya bans the Labor Trade Union of East Africa.  A new decree 
gives government officials the right to force labor from native Kenyans for 90 days without pay. 
May 21, 1953  Prime Minister René Mayer resigns after losing a vote of confidence. 
May 22, 1953  39 Kenyans are hanged for Mau Mau activity by the British colonial authorities. 
Aaron Copland (52) receives the following telegram:  “You are hereby directed to appear before this 
committee on Monday May twenty-fifth at 2:30 p.m.--Joe McCarthy, Chairman Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations.” 
Ill in his Boston hotel room, Igor Stravinsky (70) is visited by Dylan Thomas, there to talk about opera 
librettos. 
From a Lost Continent for piano and chorus by William Grant Still (58) is performed for the first time, 
in San Jose, California.  See March 27, 1955. 
May 24, 1953  String Quartet no.1 by Ulysses Kay (36) is performed for the first time, in the National 
Gallery of Art, Washington. 
May 25, 1953  KUHT of the University of Houston becomes the first educational television station on 
a reserved frequency. 
The first public demonstration of electronic music anywhere is given at the opening of the music 
festival of Cologne Radio. 
The United States explodes an atomic device at its testing grounds in Nevada after firing it from an 
artillery piece.  The blast is visible in Las Vegas, 100 km away.  90 minutes afterward, 2,500 soldiers 
are sent into ground zero. 
The US Supreme Court votes 7-2 not to review the conviction of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, for the 
third time. 
The Harpies, an opera by Marc Blitzstein (48) to his own words, is performed for the first time, at the 
Manhattan School of Music, 22 years after it was composed. 
May 26, 1953  The Phi Alpha Theta fraternity suspends its chapter at Amherst College because the 
chapter pledged non-Aryan members. 
Aaron Copland (52) is interrogated for two hours in a private hearing before the Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations, Senator Joseph McCarthy, Chairman.  As the questioning 
progresses, it becomes obvious that McCarthy wishes to use Copland to attack the United States 
Information Agency, which he is convinced is packed with Bolsheviks.  Copland is told to be 
available for a public hearing soon.  He will never be called. 
Kontra-Punkte no.1 for eleven players by Karlheinz Stockhausen (24) is performed for the first time, in 
Cologne as part of the opening concert of the electronic music studio at WDR. 
May 27, 1953  Chinese troops begin a four-day drive, pushing back UN troops north of Seoul. 
Officials in West Berlin report a rise in the number of refugees from the East. 
Hans Werner Henze’s (26) radio opera after Kafka Ein Landarzt is staged for the first time, in Cologne.  
See November 29, 1951 and November 30, 1965. 
May 28, 1953  Food rationing causes 8,000 people to flee to West Berlin in five days. 
Voters in Denmark approve a new constitution.  It provides for a unicameral parliament, the 
succession of women to the throne, the raising of Greenland to equal status in the Danish 



Commonwealth, including representation in Parliament, and the lowering of the voting age from 25 
to 23.  It goes into effect June 5. 
The US ambassador to Italy tells the country that aid might be cut off if the wrong people are given 
power in the upcoming general election. 
May 29, 1953  Edmund Hillary of New Zealand and Tensing Norkay of Nepal become the first 
human beings in recorded history to stand on the top of Mt. Everest. 
The British colonial government of Kenya seals off the center of the country to combat Mau Maus.  In 
some areas, anyone found moving will be “shot on sight.” 
Design for orchestra by Ned Rorem (29) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
Paysanna for orchestra by Claude Champagne (62), commissioned to celebrate the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II, is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Radio-Canada. 
May 30, 1953  Violent demonstrations against a currency devaluation take place throughout 
Czechoslovakia. 
May 31, 1954  The British colonial government reimposes a state of emergency in Uganda two 
months after it was lifted due to an economic boycott by citizens angry at the exile of Kabaka Mutesa 
II. 
June 1, 1953  Workers stage anti-Communist strikes in several cities of Czechoslovakia. 
President Tito of Yugoslavia abolishes the office of political commissar in the armed forces. 
Benjamin Britten (39) is created a Companion of Honour on the coronation list. 
Four works for chorus by British composers are performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, 
London, as part of the celebrations for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II:  Silences and Music by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (80) to words of his wife Ursula Vaughan Williams, What is it Like to be 
Young and Fair by Arnold Bax (69) to words of Clifford Bax, The Hills by John Ireland (73) to words of 
Kirkup, and Michael Tippett’s (48) madrigal Dance, Clarion Air to words of Fry. 
Suite concertante op.278b for piano and orchestra by Darius Milhaud (60) is performed for the first 
time, over the airwaves of Radio France. 
June 2, 1953  Variaciones concertantes for chamber orchestra by Alberto Ginastera (37) is performed for 
the first time, in Buenos Aires. 
Five new works by British composers are performed during the coronation ceremonies of Queen 
Elizabeth II in Westminster Abbey:  Coronation Te Deum for chorus, orchestra and organ, and Orb and 
Sceptre Coronation March for orchestra, both by William Walton (51); Coronation March for orchestra by 
Arnold Bax (69); The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune for chorus, unison chorus, orchestra and organ and O 
Taste and See, a motet for chorus and organ to words of the Bible, both by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
(80).  It is the first British coronation to be televised.  See March 18, 1953. 
June 3, 1953  Florence Beatrice Smith Price dies of a stroke at St. Luke’s Hospital in Chicago, aged 66 
years, one month and 25 days. 
June 4, 1953  Belinsky, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich (46) is shown for the first time. 
The development of a “breeder reactor” is announced by the head of the US Atomic Energy Agency 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
June 5, 1953  A new (fourth) constitution goes into effect in Denmark.  Greenland is made a province.  
Royal succession is now open to women.  The upper house of Parliament is abolished. 
The Bridal Day, a masque by Ralph Vaughan Williams (80) to words of Wood after Spenser is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of BBC television.  The work was composed in 1938-
1939 but performance was precluded by the onset of the war. 
June 6, 1953  Michael Tippett’s (48) Fanfare no.3 for three trumpets is performed for the first time, 
from St. Ives Church tower, Cornwall. 



June 7, 1953  General elections take place in Italy.  Gains are made by the left and the far right.  The 
ruling Christian Democrats lose 41 seats but remain the largest party.  They will form a series of weak 
coalitions. 
The United States creates a system to deny fuel and other facilities to ships bound for mainland 
China. 
June 8, 1953  An agreement on the repatriation of all prisoners is signed at Panmunjom, Korea, over 
the strenuous objections of the South Koreans. 
The Soviet Union ends travel restrictions for Austrians traveling between their occupation zone and 
the other three zones. 
The British colonial government outlaws the Kenya African Union.  Membership is now a criminal 
offense.  Assets of the organization are seized. 
The First International Decade of Experimental Music begins today at UNESCO in Paris.  It is 
organized by the Groupe de Recherces de Musique Concrète de la Radiodiffusion-Télévision 
Française and its director Pierre Schaeffer (42) and will last until June 18. 
The BBC charges that television coverage of the recent coronation of Queen Elizabeth II was “marred 
in US by the introduction of advertisements.” 
The US Supreme Court rules that restaurants in the District of Columbia may not refuse service to 
“well-behaved and respectable Negroes.” 
Gloriana op.53, an opera by Benjamin Britten (39) to words of Plomer after Strachey, is performed for 
the first time, at Covent Garden before Queen Elizabeth and other members of the royal family.  
Before the performance, William Walton’s (51) arrangement of God Save the Queen is performed for 
the first time. 
June 10, 1953  The East German government reaches an agreement with Lutheran Bishop Otto 
Dibelius to stop attacks on church youth groups, release many clergymen and not touch church 
property.  Further, the government offers amnesty and restitution to returning refugees, credit for 
private businesses, and ration cards for all regardless of politics. 
June 11, 1953  In a letter made public today, Dr. Albert Einstein urges all Americans to refuse to 
testify before Congressional investigating committees.  “The reactionary politicians have managed to 
instill suspicion of all intellectual efforts into the public by dangling before their eyes a danger from 
without…They  are now proceeding to suppress the freedom of teaching and to deprive of their 
positions all those who do not prove submissive…It is shameful for a blameless citizen to submit to 
such an inquisition.” 
June 12, 1953  Communist forces in Korea begin an offensive of over 30,000 men along an 80 km front 
centered at Kum Song. 
June 13, 1953  King Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia goes into exile in Thailand to protest the lack of 
movement towards independence for his country by France. 
June 14, 1953  East Germany releases 4,000 political prisoners. 
Yugoslav leader Josip Broz Tito announces the restoration of diplomatic relations between his 
country and the USSR. 
Speaking at Dartmouth College, President Dwight Eisenhower tells students, “Don’t join the book 
burners.  Don’t think you are going to conceal thoughts by concealing evidence that they ever existed.  
How will we defeat communism unless we know what it is and why it has such an appeal for men?”  
This is widely seen as an attack on Senator Joseph McCarthy. 
The Feltrinelli International Music Prize of Rome’s Academy of Lynxes is awarded to Igor Stravinsky 
(70). 
Three Movements for Orchestra by George Perle (38) is performed for the first time, in the 
Concertgebouw, Amsterdam. 



June 15, 1953  The Communist offensive in Korea is halted by UN forces.  It will slowly dissipate over 
the next four days. 
Construction workers go on strike in East Berlin protesting increased work expectations. 
After a week-long offensive in the Aberdare Forest by British and Colonial troops, 125 Mau Maus are 
reported killed. 
A group of prominent Frenchmen, including two former prime ministers and a Nobel Prize winner, 
appeal to US President Eisenhower for clemency for Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 
A Donaldson Award for Best Musical Comedy is awarded to Wonderful Town with music by Leonard 
Bernstein (34). 
Incidental music to Anderson’s play The Tall Kentuckian by Norman Dello Joio (40) is performed for 
the first time, in the amphitheater of Iroquois Park, Louisville.  Mayor Charles Farnsley temporarily 
suspended the “whites only” policy in the park, in order to allow the city’s blacks to view the play 
during its run, today through July 5. 
June 16, 1953  300 workers demonstrate in East Berlin. 
June 17, 1953  Thousands of workers demonstrate in East Berlin.  Martial law is declared after 20-
50,000 rioting workers try to seize the government.  Strikes extend to all 270 localities in East 
Germany.  21 people are killed, many are injured as the government cracks down on the strikes.  The 
authorities agree to the economic demands of the workers but not political demands. 
US Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas grants an indefinite stay of execution to Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg.  They were due to be killed tomorrow.  An appeal for clemency to President 
Eisenhower by President Vincent Auriol of France is made public today. 
June 18, 1953  South Korean President Syngman Rhee frees over 27,000 anti-Communist North 
Koreans from prisoner-of-war camps rather than turn them over to a custodial commission. 
Egypt officially ends its monarchy and adopts a republican form of government.  Mohammed 
Neguib becomes the first president. 
June 19, 1953  13,000 workers battle police in Magdeburg, East Germany. 
The US Supreme Court vacates the stay of June 17 and Julius and Ethel Rosenberg are executed at 
Ossining, New York. 
Seven Communist Party leaders are convicted in Honolulu of teaching ideas disliked by the state.  
Over 20,000 dock and plantation workers strike to protest the convictions. 
June 20, 1953  Communist delegates to the Korean peace talks at Panmunjom break off negotiations 
because of the mass release of prisoners. 
Variations on an Elizabethan Theme for strings is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the 
BBC Third Programme, conducted by Benjamin Britten (39).  Each of the six variations is composed 
by a different prominent British composer.  Contributors include Britten, Michael Tippett (48) and 
William Walton (51). 
Over the next two days, about 10,000 people pay their respects to the family of Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg at a funeral home in Brooklyn.  Mass demonstrations against the executions take place in 
Paris, London and elsewhere.  A 15-minute strike of public services occurs in Rome. 
June 22, 1953  King Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia, having ended his self-imposed exile in 
Thailand, sets up operations in Battambang to agitate for independence from France. 
The New York Times announces that “several hundred books by more than 40 authors” have been 
removed from US libraries outside the country. 
June 23, 1953  French and Colonial troops retake Muong Khoua, north of Luang Prabang, Laos. 
A great memorial service is held in West Berlin in honor of those killed in recent rioting in East 
Germany. 
The High Court of Appeals in Paris awards custody of two Jewish boys to their aunt, an Israeli citizen 
after a dispute of two years with the Catholic guardians of the boys. 



Music for Piano 4-19 by John Cage (40) is performed for the first time, at Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge, to a dance by Merce Cunningham. 
June 25, 1953  John Reginald Christie, who has confessed to the strangulation of seven women, is 
convicted in a London court of killing his wife and sentenced to death.  He pleaded innocent on the 
grounds of insanity.  He also confessed to killing a woman in 1949, a crime for which the woman’s 
husband was executed on testimony of Christie. 
June 26, 1953  Lavrentii Beria, head of the Soviet secret police, is arrested. 
June 29, 1953  Trio for violin, cello and piano by David Diamond (37) is performed for the first time, 
in San Francisco. 
June 30, 1953  After a cabinet crisis of over five weeks, Joseph Laniel replaces René Mayer as Prime 
Minister of France. 
The first Corvette is produced by Chevrolet in Flint, Michigan. 
July 1, 1953  Ayatollah Sayed Abolghassem Kashani, an opponent of Prime Minister Mossadegh, is 
removed as Speaker of the Majlis. 
Prince Azzedine, Bey du Camp, the presumed heir to the crown of Tunisia, is murdered in his palace 
in Tunis by Hedi Ben Brahim Ben Ejebala Djeridi.  The assassin said he was paid to do it. 
Over the next week, the Senate Investigations Subcommittee questions several authors as to whether 
they have ever been members of the Communist Party.  Many refuse to say. 
July 2, 1953  IBM announces what it calls the Magnetic Drum Calculator (IBM 650).  It is the first 
computer to be massed produced, but will not be available until next year. 
July 3, 1953  J.B. Matthews, executive director of Senator Joseph McCarthy’s Investigations 
subcommittee, publishes an article in American Mercury which declares “The largest single group 
supporting the Communist apparatus in the United States is composed of Protestant clergymen.”  A 
majority of the committee vote to dismiss him but they are overridden by the chairman, Senator 
McCarthy. 
July 4, 1953  Imre Nagy replaces Mátyás Rákosi as Prime Minister of Hungary.  Nagy announces a 
program of softening the Party line, giving land back to farmers, slowing the industrialization 
program, allowing for private enterprise. 
July 7, 1953  The colonial government of Kenya announces that 241 Mau Maus were killed and 193 
captured in operations over the last two weeks.  28 colonial police were killed. 
July 8, 1953  The US Immigration Sevice in Chicago orders Jacob Burck deported on charges he was a 
communist when he last entered the country.  Burck is a Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist for the 
Chicago Sun-Times. 
July 9, 1953  Soviet and East German authorities remove all blocks to travel between East and West 
Berlin. 
The Bridges at Toko-Ri by James Michener is published. 
Cantique de l’espérance for mezzo-soprano, chorus, audience, orchestra and wind orchestra by Paul 
Hindemith (57) to words of Claudel, is performed for the first time, in the Palace of Fine Arts, 
Brussels, the composer conducting.  It was commissioned by UNESCO.  See June 4, 1955. 
July 10, 1953  Truce negotiations, broken off on June 20, are resumed in secret at Panmunjom. 
East Berlin is opened to West Berlin for the first time since June 17. 
The Soviet government announces that Marshall Lavrenti Pavlovich Beria, former head of Internal 
Security, has been arrested. 
July 11, 1953  The United States announces that President Syngman Rhee of South Korea accepts the 
armistice terms agreed to by other UN allies. 
Georg Solti, director of the Frankfurt Opera, says that the US State Department refused to issue him a 
visa because of charges he was once a member of a communist-sponsored group.  Solti denies the 
charges. 



July 12, 1953  Martial law is lifted in East Berlin. 
July 13, 1953  Chinese forces begin an offensive along a 30 km front between Kumsong and Kumhwa. 
July 14, 1953  27 supporters of Prime Minister Mossadegh resign their seats in the Iranian Majlis.  
This reduces the membership to below a quorum, making it impossible for the body to meet, and 
leaves Mossadegh in complete control of the country. 
A riot started by North African nationalists at the end of a Bastille Day demonstration in Paris kills 
seven people and injures 130. 
July 15, 1953  The “Notting Hill Killer”, John Christie, is hanged at Pentonville Prison. 
July 16, 1953  UN troops counterattack on the front between Kumsong and Kumhwa, regaining some 
of the ground lost since July 13. 
July 19, 1953  Chanson et Romance for soprano and orchestra by Werner Egk (52) is performed for the 
first time, in Aix-en-Provence. 
July 20, 1953  Conlon Nancarrow (40) and his second wife Annette Margolis are divorced. 
July 21, 1953  Piano Quintet by Ross Lee Finney (46) is performed for the first time, at the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
July 23, 1953  Igor Stravinsky (71) undergoes surgery for the removal of his prostate at Good 
Samaritan Hospital in Los Angeles.  It is successful. 
July 24, 1953  Old American Songs-Set II  for voice and piano by Aaron Copland (52) is performed for 
the first time, in Ipswich, Massachusetts, the composer at the piano.  See May 25, 1958. 
July 25, 1953  Czechoslovak mechanic Vaclav Uhlik drives through the Czech-German in a 
homemade armored car.  He carries with him his wife, two children and four others. 
July 26, 1953  165 young revolutionaries led by Fidel and Raúl Castro attack the Moncada barracks of 
the Cuban army in Santiago.  Over half of them are killed and the rest, including the two leaders, flee. 
July 27, 1953  At Panmunjom, an armistice is signed between the United Nations and South Korea on 
one side, and China and North Korea on the other.  A demilitarized zone is established between the 
two Koreas.  All prisoners so desiring will be repatriated within 60 days.  Those not desiring 
repatriation will be held for 90 days by a Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission, during which 
time, each side may attempt to persuade them to return home.  Any held after that will be sent to a 
neutral country. 
Thousands of residents of East Berlin begin receiving free food in West Berlin as part of a relief 
distribution program brought on by food shortages in the East. 
July 28, 1953  Both sides in Korea begin dismantling their front-line positions to create a demilitarized 
zone between them. 
July 30, 1953  Opposing forces in Korea complete their withdrawal to create a demilitarized zone. 
Ali Sastroamidjojo replaces Wilopo as Prime Minister of Indonesia. 
The USSR announces that it will assume its own costs for the occupation of Austria, as the US has 
done since 1947.  Hitherto, Austria has paid to garrison 44,000 Soviet troops in the country. 
Quattro Lettere for bass, soprano and chamber orchestra by Bruno Maderna (33) to words of a 
Resistance fighter, a business letter, Kafka and Gramsci is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
August 1, 1953  Great Britain joins Northern Rhodesia (Zambia), Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and 
Nyasaland (Malawi) into the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
In order to end killings of innocent civilians by Cuban government troops, Raúl and Fidel Castro 
surrender to the Cuban authorities. 
August 2, 1953  Three Dedications to Lorca for chorus by Kenneth Gaburo (27) is performed for the first 
time, at McNeese State University, Lake Charles, Lousiana. 
August 3, 1953  The first stage of nationwide balloting takes place in Teheran and shows 99.9% in 
favor of dissolution of the Majlis.  Those voting for and against do so in separate places and each 
voter is obliged to sign the ballot. 



Eight men identified as Communist Party leaders by the FBI are indicted in Philadelphia of 
conspiring to teach the overthrow of the US government. 
August 4, 1953  Gangs from East Berlin attempt to disrupt the distribution of food to East Berliners in 
West Berlin.  Police arrest 75 of them. 
August 5, 1953  Opposing sides in the Korean War begin exchanging prisoners in Panmunjom. 
August 7, 1953  Public sector workers begin a general strike in France to protest government austerity 
measures. 
August 10, 1953  99.9% of Iranian voters back a plan to eliminate the Majlis (parliament).  The voting 
is not secret and voters are required to sign their ballots. 
Parliamentary elections in Canada result in a loss of 22 seats for the Liberal Party of Prime Minister 
Louis St. Laurent.  However, they still hold a strong majority of seats. 
August 11, 1953  East Berlin police blockade roads to prevent Soviet zone residents from getting food 
handouts in West Berlin. 
August 12, 1953  The USSR explodes a hydrogen bomb for the first time. 
As French Prime Minister Laniel refuses to back down on austerity measures, the strike by public 
sector workers spreads to private industry. 
August 15, 1953  The first round of food distribution in West Berlin ends.  It is estimated that 
2,600,000 food parcels have been given out to East Germans since July 27. 
August 16, 1953  The Shah of Iran dismisses Mohammed Mossadegh as prime minister.  He refuses to 
go and palace guards delivering the decree are arrested.  The Shah flies to Iraq. 
Moroccan nationalists supporting the recently deposed Sultan riot throughout the country.  36 people 
are killed. 
August 17, 1953  Hungary announces that two foreigners held for espionage have been freed:  Edgar 
Sanders, a Briton and Vincenzo Sciotto, an Italian. 
Pro-Mossadegh mobs go through Teheran destroying statues of the Shah. 
Giuseppe Pella replaces Alcide de Gasperi as prime minister of Italy. 
French Prime Minister Laniel warns that he will not negotiate with unions that do not return to work 
by tomorrow. 
August 18, 1953  Soldiers and police turn against the pro-Mossadegh mobs. 
Voyage for piano by William Schuman (43) is performed for the first time, in Chicago.  See May 17, 
1953. 
August 19, 1953  Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh of Iran is removed from office a second time 
in an army coup engineered by the CIA.  He is replaced by Fazlollah Zahedi.  About 300 people are 
killed in the coup, including Foreign Minister Hossein Fatemi and Colonel Ezatollah Mumtaz. 
Aaron Copland (52) submits an affadavit to the FBI, denying any past or present membership in the 
Communist Party. 
August 20, 1953  The USSR announces that it has successfully exploded a hydrogen bomb. 
Former Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh is arrested by Iranian authorities along with three 
associates. 
As armed Berbers converge on Rabat, French authorities depose Sultan Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef.  
The Sultan and is sons are flown out of the country to Corsica. 
Five members of the Communist Party are convicted in Pittsburgh of conspiring to advocate the 
overthrow of the government. 
The US Secretary of the Navy orders the elimination of racial segregation among civilian employees 
of the Navy. 
Advance summaries of a new book by Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey of Indiana University reveal that nearly 
all American women break some sexual taboo.  Sexual Behavor in the Human Female shows 50% of 



women engage in premarital intercourse, while 26% of married women have extra-marital affairs.  
Other findings show American women to be much more sexually active than generally believed. 
August 21, 1953  Sidi Moulay Mohammed ben Arafa is proclaimed Sultan of Morocco in Rabat. 
A Suite o’Bairnsangs for voice and piano by Thea Musgrave (25) to words of Lindsay, is performed for 
the first time, in Braemar, Aberdeenshire. 
August 22, 1953  Senator Joseph McCarthy charges that the US Post Office is “subsidizing” the 
Washington Post and its “deliberate falsehoods” by carrying newspapers at reduced rates. 
Soleriana for orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo (51) is performed for the first time, in Berlin. 
August 23, 1953  The Internal Security Subcommittee of the US Senate issues a report charging that 
Soviet agents infiltrated the US government “from the lower ranks to the top-level policy and 
operating positions.”  It said they stole “thousands of diplomatic, political, military, scientific and 
economic secrets.” 
August 25, 1953  Five leaders of the French Communist Party, imprisoned since last October, are 
ordered released. 
August 27, 1953  Strikes by public sector workers end in France.  Prime Minister Laniel does not give 
up his austerity plan, but does make concessions to the workers. 
About 100,000 East Germans travel to West Berlin to receive the second wave of food parcels from the 
West. 
August 29, 1953  An agreement signed today in Pnom Penh gives the Cambodian government of 
King Norodom Sihanouk authority over police and the judiciary.  France retains jurisdiction over 
French and Chinese citizens. 
Fantasia concertante on a Theme of Corelli  for strings by Michael Tippett (48) is performed for the first 
time, in Usher Hall, Edinburgh, the composer conducting. 
September 1, 1953  The Administrative Tribunal of the United Nations holds that eleven of the 21 US 
citizens employed the UN who were fired because of US government inquiries about their loyalty, 
were removed illegally.  They rule that four be reinstated.  The others are to receive indemnities since 
they did not want their jobs back. 
Francis Poulenc (54) is promoted from Chevalier to the rank of Officer of the Legion of Honor. 
A Lincoln Letter for chorus by Ulysses Kay (36) to words attributed to Lincoln, is performed for the 
first time, in Lincoln, Illinois. 
September 2, 1953  John Zorn is born in New York. 
UN Secretary-General Dag Hammerskjöld refuses to reinstate the four UN employees who won their 
case yesterday.  He suggests that they be given indemnities. 
September 5, 1953  Great Britain announces it will withdraw two of its three battalions from Austria 
by January. 
Donald Martino (22) marries Mari Rice. 
The University of Vermont sacks Dr. Alex Novikoff, a cancer researcher, because he refused to 
answer questions of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. 
September 6, 1953  Elections for the West German Bundestag give the Christian Democrats of 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer the most seats.  They will form a broad coalition with many smaller 
parties. 
Sinfonietta a Brasileira for string orchestra by Ernst Krenek (53) is performed for the first time, in 
Besançon, France. 
September 8, 1953  The occupying powers end internal travel restrictions for Austrians. 
September 10, 1953  400 anti-Communist North Korean prisoners of war riot as they are transferred 
to neutral (Indian) control at Panmunjom.  The soldiers apparently feared that they were being 
turned over to the North Koreans. Indian troops manage to put down the riot without bloodshed. 



Eugene Aserinsky and Nathaniel Leitman of the University of Chicago publish an article in Science 
announcing their discovery of REM, rapid eye movement, a stage of sleep. 
The Swanson Company introduces the first TV Dinner in the United States. 
September 11, 1953  Antonín Novotny is named First Secretary of the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party. 
The House Un-American Activities Committee releases testimony that 600 Protestant clergymen are 
“secret Communist Party members.”  The testimony also said that 3,000-4,000 Protestant clergymen 
are in the “fellow-traveling category.” 
September 12, 1953  Olafur Thors replaces Steingrimur Steinthorsson as prime minister of Iceland. 
September 13, 1953  Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev is elected General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union by the Central Committee.  He has been acting in that capacity since March 
14. 
September 14, 1953  500 anti-Communist Chinese prisoners of war riot as they are transferred to 
neutral (Indian) control at Panmunjom.  The soldiers apparently feared that they were being turned 
over to the Chinese.  Indian troops manage to put down the riot without bloodshed. 
The Investigations Subcommittee of the US Senate, chaired by Joseph McCarthy, opens hearings in 
New York on alleged infiltration of the UN by US Communists. 
Sexual Activity in the Human Female by Alfred C. Kinsey is published by WB Saunders, Philadelphia. 
September 15, 1953  The UN General Assembly defeats a proposal to seat the Peoples Republic of 
China. 
September 16, 1953  A member of the Polish delegation to the UN resigns his post and asks the US 
for political asylum. 
The Robe, the first film to be made in wide-screen CinemaScope, premieres at the Roxy Theater in 
New York City. 
September 21, 1953  Two former prime ministers of Egypt, Mustafa Nahas and Ibrahim Abdel Hadi, 
along with eleven other aides of deposed King Farouk, are arrested for conspiring against the 
republican government. 
September 22, 1953  In the first Folketing election after the adoption of the June 5 Danish 
constitution, the ruling Social Democrats of Prime Minister Hans Hedtoft gain 13 seats.  The Left-
Liberals also make a good showing. 
A Roman Catholic bishop, three priests and a nun are convicted in a military court in Warsaw of 
spying for the US.  They are all given jail sentences. 
September 23, 1953  The UN in Korea hands over to the Indians the last of their prisoners of war who 
refuse repatriation.  The UN lists a total of 14, 699 Chinese and 7,876 North Koreans handed over to 
the Indians. 
Temple University sacks the head of its philosophy department, Dr. Barrows Dunham, because he 
refused to answer questions of the House Un-American Activities Committee. 
September 24, 1953  The New York State Board of Regents rules that communists may not be 
employed in the state’s public schools. 
September 25, 1953  East Germany announces that the Soviet Union has begun to repatriate German 
war prisoners. 
September 26, 1953  Polish authorities arrest Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski for conspiracy against the 
state and intern him in a monastery. 
In three treaties signed today in Madrid, Spain gives the US the right to construct military bases on its 
territory in return for economic and military aid. 
September 28, 1953  The New York City Board of Education creates an investigating committee to 
question all public school employees about “subversive activities.”  Any employee not cooperating 
fully will face disciplinary action. 



Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute sacks Dr. Arthur L. Levy because he refused to answer a question of 
the House Un-American Activities Committee. 
September 29, 1953  The Radio Eireann Symphony Orchestra devotes an evening to the music of 
Arnold Bax (69) in Phoenix Hall, Dublin in the presence of the composer.  It is the last time he will 
hear his music. 
September 30, 1953  Hans Hedtoft replaces Erik Eriksen as prime minister of Denmark. 
October 1, 1953  Andhra Pradesh is created out of the Telugu-speaking areas of Madras state. 
Former Prime Minister Ibrahim Abdel Hadi of Egypt is sentenced to death for treason after a secret 
trial. 
Pope Pius XII orders the excommunication of any Roman Catholics who had a hand in the arrest of 
Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski. 
October 3, 1953  Great Britain sends reinforcements to British Guiana to prevent what they call an 
attempt to set up a pro-Communist government. 
Incidental music to Slowacki’s play Horsztynski by Witold Lutoslawski (40) is performed for the first 
time, in Teatr Polski, Warsaw. 
Between 9:30 and 10 p.m.  Arnold Edward Trevor Bax dies suddenly in Cork of coronary thrombosis 
and acute pulmonary aedema, aged 69 years, ten months and 25 days. 
October 6, 1953  After a private funeral in Cork, the mortal remains of Arnold Bax are laid to rest in 
St. Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork. 
October 8, 1953  Great Britain and the US announce they will withdraw from Zone A of Trieste and 
turn it over to Italy.  They are tired of the impasse between Italy and Yugoslavia over Trieste. 
Winter Words op.52, a cycle for voice and piano by Benjamin Britten (39) to words of Hardy, is 
performed for the first time, at Harewood House, Leeds, by Peter Pears and the composer. 
October 9, 1953  Yugoslavia demands that the Trieste decision announced yesterday be rescinded.  
Protest demonstrations and riots begin across the country.  US and UK interests are invaded and 
some British and American citizens attacked. 
A committee of the American Council on Education adopts a program by which educators can 
expose those in their midst who hold views disliked by the state. 
The governor of British Guiana removes the leftist government of Prime Minister Cheddi Jagan, 
claiming that they are “closely associated” with international communism.  The constitution of the 
colony is suspended. 
October 10, 1953  Five Communist Party members are convicted in Seattle of conspiring to advocate 
the overthrow of the government. 
Concerto for piano, winds and strings by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (48) is performed for the first 
time, in Donaueschingen.  Also premiered is Portrait for strings by Karel Husa (32). 
October 11, 1953  Le Réveil des Oiseaux for piano and orchestra by Olivier Messiaen (44) is performed 
for the first time, in the Stadthalle, Donaueschingen.  The response is tepid. 
Due espressioni per orchestra by Luigi Nono (29) is performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen. 
October 12, 1953  General elections in Norway see losses for the ruling Labor Party, but they retain 
their majority in Parliament. 
Música para un códice salmantino, a cantata for bass, chorus and eleven instruments by Joaquín Rodrigo 
(51) to words of Miguel de Unamuno, is performed for the first time, at the University of Salamanca. 
October 14, 1953  Aria and Toccata for two pianos by Norman Dello Joio (40) is performed for the first 
time, in New York. 
October 15, 1953  French forces begin a drive south from the Red River Delta into central Vietnam. 
October 16, 1953  A Vietnam National Congress convened in Saigon by Chief of State Bao Dai rejects 
the French Union in its present form. 
Ernest MacMillan (60) is awarded an honorary LLD from the University of Toronto. 



October 17, 1953  Women are granted full citizenship rights in Mexico, including the right to vote and 
hold office. 
October 18, 1953  Cortège académique for organ by Ernest MacMillan (60) is performed for the first 
time, at Convocation Hall, Toronto by the composer.  The work was commissioned to celebrate the 
centenary of the University of Toronto. 
Two works by Igor Stravinsky (71) are performed for the first time, in Los Angeles:  Preludium for jazz 
band and Tango for 19 instruments. 
October 20, 1953  Carl Orff’s (58) bairische Komödie Astutuli, to his own words, is performed for the 
first time, in the Munich Kammerspiele. 
October 22, 1953  French and colonial troops take Phu Nho Quan, 90 km southwest of Hanoi, without 
resistance. 
A treaty giving Laos “independence” within the French Union is signed in Paris by French President 
Vincent Auriol and Laotian King Sisavang Vong. 
October 23, 1953  Television broadcasting begins in the Philippines on DZAQ-TV. 
The Kingdom of Laos declares itself independent from France under King Sisavang Vong and Prime 
Minister Prince Souvanna Phouma. 
The constitution of the Central African Federation goes into effect. 
The US government announces that 1,456 federal workers have been purged in the four months since 
the new administration’s security program has been in effect.  All but five were appointed during the 
Truman administration. 
Duo Sonata for clarinet and bass clarinet by Gunther Schuller (27) is performed for the first time, in 
McMillan Theater of Columbia University.  Also premiered is Schuller’s Recitative and Rondo for 
violin and piano. 
October 24, 1953  Concerto for two pianos and orchestra by Ernst Krenek (53) is performed for the 
first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York. 
October 25, 1953  East German Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl dissolves the Art Commission to form 
the Culture Ministry in order to provide for better party control. 
Incantation for tape by Otto Luening (53) and Vladimir Ussachevsky is performed for the first time, 
over the airwaves of the Columbia Broadcasting System, originating in New York. 
October 26, 1953  East Berlin Radio announces that Field Marshal Friedrich von Paulus, German 
commander at Stalingrad, was released by the Soviets a few days ago and has decided to live in East 
Germany. 
October 28, 1953  The French National Assembly responds to the Vietnamese declaration of October 
16 by endorsing the colonial policy of Prime Minister Laniel. 
The United States Army charges that 29,815 people were murdered, tortured or subjected to 
“calculate brutality” during the Korean War by Chinese or North Korean forces.  Over half of the 
victims are civilians.  They produce documentary and photographic evidence to substantiate their 
claims. 
The School Board of Shaftsbury, Vermont removes an official state history from its libraries because it 
is “subversive.”  The three members admit they have not read the book. 
Incidental music to Iakobson’s play The Angel-Protector from Nebraska by Aram Khachaturian (50) is 
performed for the first time, in the Moscow Art Theater. 
While in Naples on an Italian sojourn, Arthur Honegger (61) suffers a worsening of his heart 
condition.  A doctor orders him to return immediately to Paris. 
October 30, 1953  Hermit Songs, a cycle for voice and piano by Samuel Barber (43) to anonymous 
medieval Irish texts, is performed for the first time, in Coolidge Auditorium of the Library of 
Congress, Washington, the composer at the keyboard. 
October 31, 1953  Francis Poulenc (54) receives his decoration as an Officer of the Legion of Honor. 



November 2, 1953  Foreign ownership of public utilities in Shanghai ends with the expropriation of 
the only remaining French companies. 
A constituent assembly in Pakistan votes to make the country an “Islamic Republic.” 
Sonata for two pianos by Francis Poulenc (54) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the 
BBC. 
November 4, 1953  Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge dies in Cambridge, Massachusetts at the age of 89. 
November 5, 1953  US Senator Joseph McCarthy announces there is a “smelly mess” at Harvard 
University.  He says its students are threatened with “indoctrination by Communist professors.” 
Serenade for Nikolai Rubinstein’s Nameday for small orchestra by Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky (32) is 
performed publicly for the first time, in Moscow.  See December 18, 1872.. 
November 6, 1953  Three days of rioting by Italians in Trieste are halted by the appearance of US and 
UK troops.  Seven people have been killed, about 60 injured.  The rioters demand reunion with Italy. 
US Attorney General Herbert Brownell accuses former President Harry Truman of appointing the 
late Harry Dexter White to executive director of the International Monetary Fund, knowing that 
White was “a Russian spy.”  Truman denies the story. 
November 7, 1953  French and colonial troops end their 24-day offensive into central Vietnam and 
return to the Hanoi defense perimeter. 
November 9, 1953  The Kingdom of Cambodia declares its full independence from France. 
King Abdul Aziz III of Saudi Arabia dies at his summer palace in Taif, and is succeeded by his son 
Saud. 
Dylan Thomas dies at 39 in St. Vincent's Hospital, New York, following a six-day coma.  The 
immediate cause of death is listed as pneumonia, but his consistent and heavy alcohol intake are 
contributing factors.  An hour later, the news is learned in Los Angeles by Igor Stravinsky (71) who 
has been talking with Thomas for a long time about an opera libretto.  Stravinsky weeps. 
President Nathan Pusey of Harvard University responds to Senator Joseph McCarthy by saying that 
he knows of no communists on his faculty. 
November 10, 1953  The USSR ends censorship in its occupation zone of Austria. 
Five leaders of the United Electrical Workers Union refuse to answer questions put to them by the 
Internal Security Committee of the US Senate. 
Elliott Carter’s (44) Sonata for flute, oboe, cello and harpsichord is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Recital Hall, New York. 
November 11, 1953  US Attorney General Herbert Brownell modifies his charge of November 6 by 
saying he had “no intention of impugning the loyalty of any high official.”  Senator Joseph McCarthy 
calls Truman a liar saying, “he deliberately, knowingly and without regard for the interests of the 
country appointed, promoted and advanced a Communist” spy. 
The head of virus laboratory of the University of California at Berkeley, tells a medical conference in 
Boston that its researchers, Dr. Howard Bachrach and Dr. Carleton Schwerdt, have isolated and 
photographed the pure virus of human poliomyelitis. 
November 12, 1953  An orchestral suite from Samuel Barber’s (43) unperformed ballet Souvenirs is 
performed for the first time, in Chicago.  See March 11, 1953 and November 15, 1955. 
November 13, 1953  String Quartet no.5 op.92 by Dmitri Shostakovich (47) is performed for the first 
time, in Moscow Conservatory Malyi Hall. 
Structures for piano duet by Pierre Boulez (28) is performed completely for the first time, in Cologne.  
See May 4, 1952. 
November 15, 1953  Three chamber works by Leslie Bassett (30) are performed for the first time, in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan:  Four Songs for voice and piano to texts of Blake, Herbert and Robinson, Trio 
for viola, clarinet and piano, and Brass Trio for trumpet, horn and trombone. 



Third Quintet op.325 for strings by Darius Milhaud (61) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
November 16, 1953  Former President Harry Truman makes a nationwide radio and television 
address defending his actions in promoting Harry Dexter White.  He calls the November 6 charges of 
Attorney General Herbert Brownell politically motivated lies.  He said it is “now evident that the 
present administration has fully embraced, for political advantage, ‘McCarthyism’, the corruption of 
truth, the abandonment of…fair play [and] due process of law…the use of the big lie and the 
unfounded accusation…in the name of Americanism and security.” 
Symphony no.5 by Darius Milhaud (61) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Italian 
Radio, originating in Turin, the composer conducting. 
Hymn and Fuguing Tune no.9 for cello and piano by Henry Cowell (56) is performed for the first time, 
at the New School, New York. 
November 17, 1953 Sakari Severi Tuomioja replaces Urho Kekkonen as prime minister of Finland. 
US Attorney General Herbert Brownell and FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover testify before the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee and give a view of the White case differing from that of former 
President Truman.  The Subcommittee says it will expand its investigation to eight associates of 
White. 
November 18, 1953  Noon.  Ruth Crawford Seeger dies of intestinal cancer in Chevy Chase, 
Maryland, aged 52 years, four months and 15 days. 
Professor Maurice Halperin is suspended by Boston University when his name is linked to 
Communist espionage in the press. 
Incidental music to Chepurin’s play Spring Stream by Aram Khachaturian (50) and Nina Makarova is 
performed for the first time, in Moscow. 
Symphony no.6 by Peter Mennin (30) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
November 19, 1953  Three North Korean soldiers flee across the demilitarized zone and ask UN 
troops for asylum.  The three are sheltered from pursuers from the north. 
Plectra and Percussion Dances by Harry Partch (52) are performed for the first time, at the International 
House, Berkeley, California. 
November 20, 1953  In an effort to draw off Viet Minh forces besieging the delta, the French drop six 
battalions of paratroopers at Dien Bien Phu, 320 km inland. 
A revised version of Symphony in One Movement by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (35) is performed for 
the first time, in Brussels.  See March 3, 1952. 
Nuvoletta op.25 for voice and piano by Samuel Barber (43) to words of Joyce is performed for the first 
time, in Juilliard Concert Hall, New York. 
November 21, 1953  Scholars at the British Museum (Natural History) and the Anatomy Department 
of Oxford University, charge that the skull of “Piltdown Man” discovered in 1911 represents a “most 
elaborate and carefully prepared hoax.” 
Alagoana, Caprichos Brasileiros, a ballet by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (33), is performed for the first 
time, in a concert setting in Hamburg.  See December 15, 1955. 
November 24, 1953  Tod Machover is born in Mount Vernon, New York, the son of a computer 
graphics expert and a pianist. 
US Senator Joseph McCarthy makes a nationwide radio and television address, answering the 
criticisms of former President Truman on November 16.  He said that Truman’s definition of 
“McCarthyism” was identical to the Daily Worker, a communist newspaper.  He said Truman’s 
administration was “crawling with communists.” 
November 27, 1953  Almost nine months after the death of Stalin, an article appears in Pravda  
blessing “...the importance of encouraging new departures in art, of studying the artist’s individual 
style, and...of recognizing the artist’s right to be independent, to strike out boldly on new paths.” 



Eugene O’Neill dies in Boston at the age of 65. 
November 28, 1953  Dissolution op.68/2 for voice and piano by Charles Koechlin (†2) to words of 
Claudel is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of French Radio. 
Improvvisazione no.2 for orchestra by Bruno Maderna (33) is performed for the first time, in 
Heidelberg. 
November 30, 1953  The British government withdraws support from Kabaka Mutesa II of Buganda 
after he called for independence.  They transport him to London. 
The United States charges in the UN General Assembly that 38,000 UN troops and Korean civilians 
were victims of atrocities by North Korean and Chinese officials during the Korean War.  It further 
charged that many prison camps where these atrocities occurred were run by Soviets. 
December 1, 1953  Playboy Magazine goes on sale for the first time.  The inaugural issue features 
nude photographs of Marilyn Monroe. 
Symphony no.5 by Carlos Chávez (54) is performed for the first time, in Royce Hall Auditorium, Los 
Angeles, the composer conducting. 
December 2, 1953  811 Japanese citizens, 349 of them civilians, arrive in Japan after spending eight 
years in Soviet prison camps in Siberia. 
After two weeks of tests at Salpetrière Hosital, Claire Messiaen is diagnosed with incurable “cerebral 
atrophy.” 
December 3, 1953  Iannis Xenakis (31) marries Françoise Gargouil. 
String Quartet no.4 op.83 by Dmitri Shostakovich (47) is performed for the first time, in Moscow 
Conservatory Malyi Hall. 
The UN General Assembly adopts (42-5-10) a resolution of grave concern over alleged communist 
atrocities during the Korean War.  It further condemns these atrocities. 
Kismet opens on Broadway. 
December 4, 1953  Val R. Lorwin of the University of Chicago is indicted in Washington for lying to a 
loyalty board when being a communist while an employee of the State Department. 
Hans Werner Henze’s (27) radio opera Das Ende einer Welt, to words of Hildesheimer, is performed 
for the first time, in Hamburg.  See November 30, 1965. 
Daniel Gregory Mason dies in Greenwich, Connecticut, aged 80 years and 14 days. 
December 5, 1953  Meeting in Rome, representatives of Italy and Yugoslavia agree to lessen tension 
over Trieste by removing troops from their common border. 
Pierre Boulez (28), Henri Pousseur (24) and Michel Fano travel from Paris to Cologne where 
Karlheinz Stockhausen (25) plays for them the first parts of Studie I that he has composed. 
Music for Anski’s play Le Dibbouk by Darius Milhaud (61) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of Radio France. 
December 6, 1953  Rural Antiphonies for five orchestras by Henry Brant (40) is performed for the first 
time, in New York. 
Henry Cowell’s (56) Rondo for Orchestra is performed for the first time, in Indianapolis. 
December 7, 1953  Moshe Sharett replaces David Ben-Gurion as Prime Minister of Israel. 
The Symphony no.1 of Samuel Adler (25) is performed for the first time, in Dallas. 
December 9, 1953  In a major anti-union move, General Electric announces that all communist 
employees will be fired.  The company will define who is a “communist.” 
Song for the Lonely for voice and piano by William Grant Still (58) is performed for the first time, in 
Limoges. 
Piano Concerto no.2 by Roy Harris (55) is performed for the first time, in Columbia Auditorium, 
Louisville, the composer conducting. 
December 10, 1953  Leonard Bernstein (35) becomes the first American to conduct at Teatro alla Scala, 
Milan, directing Maria Callas in Medea. 



December 11, 1953  Viet Minh forces enter Laichau without opposition from the French. 
December 12, 1953  Symphony no.1 by Samuel Adler (25) is performed for the first time, in Dallas.  
The work wins first prize in a competition sponsored by the Dallas Symphony. 
December 15, 1953  Concerto for cello and small orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (35) is 
performed for the first time, in Cologne.  It will be reworked as Canto di speranza.  See July 28, 1958. 
December 16, 1953  Over the next week, 11 people refuse to answer questions put to them by Senator 
Joseph McCarthy’s Investigations Subcommittee. 
December 17, 1953  The Roman Catholic hierarchy of Poland takes a loyalty oath to the Communist 
Party and the state. 
The US Federal Communications Commission approved the “compatible” form of color television for 
commercial use.  This allows programs broadcast in color to be received in black and white on a non-
color set. 
Symphony no.10 op.93 by Dmitri Shostakovich (47) is performed for the first time, in Leningrad 
Philharmonic Bolshoy Hall.  It is a great success. 
December 18, 1953  Olivier Messiaen (45) places his wife in a nursing home in La Varenne. 
L. Ron Hubbard founds the Church of Scientology in Camden, New Jersey. 
Une cantate de Noël for baritone, children’s chorus, chorus and organ by Arthur Honegger (61) is 
performed for the first time, in Basel. 
December 21, 1953  Spanish dictator Francisco Franco is awarded the Supreme Order of Christ by 
Pope Pius XII. 
December 21, 1953  Viet Minh forces strike across the Laotian border in an offensive towards the 
Mekong at Thakhek. 
The first color broadcast of a commercial television program in the US takes place on the network of 
the National Broadcasting Company.  It is Gian Carlo Menotti’s (42) Amahl and the Night Visitors. 
December 22, 1953  24 Kikuyus are sentenced to death by the Supreme Court in Nairobi for their part 
in Mau Mau activities last March.  40 others are acquitted. 
December 23, 1953  Lavrentii Beria, former head of the Soviet secret police arrested in June, is 
executed, along with six others. 
December 24, 1953  The Anami Oshima Islands are returned to Japan. 
The Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission issues its report at the end of the repatriation process.  
It was intended that the fate of any troops still not repatriated would be handled by a Korean Peace 
Conference which has not happened.  Therefore, they leave the fate of the unrepatriated to the two 
military commands.  350 UN troops and 22,219 Chinese and North Korean troops are still in custody. 
December 25, 1953  Thailand declares a state of emergency in light of the Viet Minh offensive across 
Laos. 
December 26, 1953  A five-day Viet Minh offensive reaches the Mekong at Thakhek, Laos, cutting the 
country in two and establishing themselves on the border with Thailand for the first time. 
December 27, 1953  John Cage’s (41) “Manifesto on Painting of Bob Rauschenberg” appears in the 
New York Herald Tribune. 
December 29, 1953  Laotian Minister of Foreign Affairs Nhouy Abbay resigns because the French did 
not keep him informed about the Viet Minh offensive. 
US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles says the press has exaggerated the significance of the Viet 
Minh offensive across Laos. 
December 30, 1953  Ramón Magsaysay y del Fierro replaces Elpidio Quirino y Rivera as president of 
the Philippines. 
December 31, 1953  The Mexican Congress grants voting rights to married women over 18 and single 
women over 21. 



January 1, 1954  General Henri Eugene Navarre, commander of French forces in Indo-China, says 
that the Viet Minh will be defeated within six months. 
It is reported that 305,737 East Germans fled to West Berlin in 1953.  48,724 of them were policemen. 
Fantasy for english horn, harp and strings by Walter Piston (60) is performed for the first time, in 
Boston. 
January 3, 1954  14 major tobacco companies form a Tobacco Industry Committee to investigate the 
claims of some researchers that cigarette smoking causes lung cancer. 
January 6, 1954  Viet Minh forces attack the airfield at Seno, Laos but are repulsed by French and 
colonial troops. 
The newly elected parliament of Sudan chooses Ismail el Azhari as the dependency’s first prime 
minister. 
January 8, 1954  In today’s issue of Soviet Music, jazz musician Leonid Utyosov defends jazz, so long 
as it is confined to eminent composers such as Gershwin (†16), Kern and Ellington (54).  He says 
recent developments in US jazz are “the very quintessence of crazy formalism…fat people’s music.” 
January 10, 1954  The USSR and Yugoslavia resume relations on the ambassadorial level. 
Viet Minh forces capture Sontay from colonial troops west of Hanoi. 
Music for Piano 2 by John Cage (41) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
January 13, 1954  Domaine musical, founded by Pierre Boulez (28) to present contemporary music, 
gives its first performance, at the Théâtre du Petit-Marigny in Paris.  Polifonica, Monodia, Ritmica by 
Luigi Nono (29) is performed for the first time. 
January 14, 1954  Experimental television begins in Norway, broadcasting from Oslo. 
The Hudson Motor Car Company merges with Nash-Kelvinator to form American Motors 
Corporation. 
Joe DiMaggio marries Marilyn Monroe in San Francisco. 
January 15, 1954  British and colonial troops capture Waruhiu Itoto, the second ranking Mau Mau, in 
battle near Nyeri. 
In New York, Gregor Piatigorsky regains possession of a 1712 Stradivari cello confiscated in Paris by 
the Germans during World War II.  It was found in Aachen. 
January 16, 1954  René Jules Gustave Coty replaces Jules Vincent Auriol as president of France. 
January 18, 1954  Amintore Fanfani replaces Giuseppe Pella as prime minister of Italy. 
January 20, 1954  Over the next two days, Indian officials return 14,209 Chinese and 7,582 North 
Korean POWs to the UN.  They have refused repatriation.  Even though it is in accord with the 
armistice agreement, the Chinese and North Koreans consider it illegal. 
French and colonial troops retake Thakhek on the Mekong River without opposition.  They also 
reoccupy Tuyhoa on the south coast of Vietnam. 
The Netherlands ratifies the European Defense Community Treaty. 
The US State Department announces an internal investigation revealed no evidence to support 
Senator Joseph McCarthy’s charge that department employees engaged in a $150,000 “shakedown” of 
a friendly government. 
January 21, 1954  Indian officials at Panmunjom complete the return of Chinese and North Korean 
POWs to the UN.  The Koreans will be released as civilians in North Korea.  The Chinese will be sent 
to Taiwan.  The Indians now hold only eight North Koreans on charges of murder, along with several 
witnesses, as well as 93 North Korean and Chinese who asked to be sent to a neutral country. 
USS Nautilus, the first nuclear powered submarine, is launched at Groton, Connecticut. 
January 23, 1954  The Investigations subcommittee of the US Senate, chaired by Joseph McCarthy, 
reports that several employees of the Voice of America are “not dedicated to the American way of 
life,” and that some programming has “anti-American content.” 



Septet for clarinet, bassoon, horn, piano, violin, viola and cello by Igor Stravinsky (71) is performed 
for the first time, at Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, DC, conducted by the composer. 
Alvorado na Floresta Tropical, an overture by Heitor Villa-Lobos (66), is performed for the first time, in 
Louisville. 
January 24, 1954  Mass to St. Anthony for chorus, trumpet, harp and strings by Lou Harrison (36) is 
performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer Hall, New York. 
January 25, 1954  Viet Minh forces capture the French outpost of Muongphine in central Laos, 100 km 
east of Seno. 
Foreign Ministers of France, Great Britain, the USSR and the United States meet for the first time in 
almost five years, in Berlin. 
January 26, 1954  Viet Minh forces take Phalane, 90 km east of Seno in central Laos. 
The US Senate ratifies a mutual defense treaty with South Korea. 
It is revealed that the Veterans of Foreign Wars post in Norwalk, Connecticut has formed a 
committee to turn over to the FBI the names of Norwalk residents it deems to be “communistic.”  
When told of it, President Eisenhower says he has no objections. 
US Representative Robert Condon testifies before the Joint Congressional Atomic Energy Committee 
over the next three days.  He says neither he or his wife have ever been communists.  He was not 
allowed to attend an atomic weapons test by the Defense Department because of “reports” linking 
Condon and his wife to communists.  The sources of the reports have never been made public. 
January 28, 1954  Indian officials in Panmunjom return 347 POWs (325 South Koreans, 21 US and one 
UK) who refuse repatriation, to the Chinese and North Koreans. 
The Syrian army begins operations against Druse citizens of the country who they say have fomented 
rebellion. 
Pages from a Mother’s Diary for orchestra by William Grant Still (58) is performed for the first time, in 
Montgomery Theater, Santa Clara, California.  See March 30, 1957. 
January 29, 1954  De profundis for chorus acappella by Arnold Schoenberg (†2) to words from the 
Bible, is performed for the first time, in Cologne. 
January 30, 1954  A division of Viet Minh troops invades Laos under heavy French air attack. 
Symphonic Fantasy for orchestra by Roy Harris (55) is performed for the first time, in Syria Mosque, 
Pittsburgh. 
January 31, 1954  The first direct passenger rail service between Moscow and Peking opens. 
US Secretary of Defense Charles Wilson orders that racial segregation at schools for children on 
military facilities be ended by September 1, 1955. 
February 1, 1954  Viet Minh forces capture Muongkhoua, Laos. 
The US Atomic Energy Commission reports that Element 99 has been created by adding particles to 
Uranium.  It is radioactive, but only lasts a few minutes before turning into Element 97. 
February 3, 1954  Mau Mau leader Waruhiu Itote is sentenced to death by a court in Nairobi. 
Aaron Copland (53) resigns from the Workers’ Musical Association, the last leftist group he belongs 
to. 
February 6, 1954  The Constituent Assembly in Kashmir votes to accept union with India. 
The House Un-American Activities Committee rules that, after “thorough study”, it has decided to 
remove the Consumers’ Union from its list of subversive organizations. 
February 7, 1954  US Senator Joseph McCarthy charges that former Undersecretary of War John 
McCloy ordered the destruction of all intelligence files on communists.  McCloy calls the accusation 
“absolutely false.” 
February 8, 1954  Three Songs op.18 for voice, eb clarinet and guitar by Anton Webern (†8) to 
anonymous words, are performed for the first time, in Los Angeles. 
February 9, 1954  Mario Scelba replaces Amintore Fanfani as Prime Minister of Italy. 



George R. Stibitz receives a U.S. patent for a “complex computer” 13 years after he filed for one.  
Stibitz is seen as the progenitor of the digital computer. 
Carl Ruggles (77) is elected to the National Institue of Arts and Letters. 
US Senator Joseph McCarthy retracts his accusation of February 7 but said that McCloy was the 
“moving force” behind commissioning communists. 
February 10, 1954  US President Eisenhower tells reporters that he opposed involving his country in a 
war in Indochina, saying it would be a great tragedy for the US. 
February 11, 1954  Viet Minh forces reach the outer defenses of Luang Prabang, Laos. 
February 12, 1954  UK Health Minister Ian Macleod reports that a government study group 
“established that there is a relationship between smoking and lung cancer.” 
The Tale of the Stone Flower, a ballet by Sergei Prokofiev (†0) to a scenario by Lavrovsky and 
Mendelson, after Bazhov, is performed for the first time, in the Bolshoy Theater, Moscow. 
February 13, 1954  Reinforcements are dropped into Muong Sai, the last French stronghold in 
northern Laos. 
“O Frabjous Day!” from Two Settings from Lewis Carroll for voice and original instruments by Harry 
Partch (52) is performed for the first time, in Mill Valley, California. 
February 15, 1954  Advance units of the Viet Minh offensive cross the Mekong 12 km north of Luang 
Prabang but are beaten back by French and colonial defenders. 
February 18, 1954 Foreign Ministers of France, Great Britain, the USSR and the United States end 
their meetings in Berlin after 25 days.  No agreement is reached on Germany or Austria.  They do 
agree on a meeting in Geneva about the future of Korea and Indochina to which China will be 
invited. 
The British government informs Parliament that “atomic weapons are in production in this country 
and delivery to the forces has begun.” 
Televised hearings by a Senate committee including Joseph McCarthy into communist infiltration of 
the US Army begin in New York.  McCarthy questions a dentist, Maj. Irving Peress, whom he claims 
is the key to the infiltration.  After Peress refuses to answer 33 questions, McCarthy calls him a “Fifth 
Amendment Communist.”  In the afternoon closed session, McCarthy questions Peress’ commanding 
officer Gen. Ralph Zwicker, who promoted Peress.  Zwicker, a decorated veteran of the Normandy 
Invasion, is told by McCarthy that he is “not fit to wear that uniform.”  McCarthy tells Zwicker that 
he does not have “the brains of a five-year-old child.”  He orders John G. Adams, legal counsel for the 
Army, to produce the names of all those involved in the promotion and honorable discharge of 
Peress within 24 hours.  McCarthy then throws Zwicker and Adams out of the hearing. 
Incidental music to Giraudoux’s play Ondine by Virgil Thomson (57) is performed for the first time, in 
the 46th Street Theater, New York. 
February 19, 1954  US Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens tells Senator McCarthy that he will not 
get the names he demanded yesterday. 
February 21, 1954  The Neutral Nations Repatriations Commission in Korea ceases to exist, according 
to the provisions of the armistice agreement. 
The British Chamber of Shipping issues its annual report wherein it tells of “incredible restrictions” 
imposed on British sea trade after “repeated and hysterical denunciations” by Senator Joseph 
McCarthy.  The US has placed “armed guards on British merchant ships” when they enter US ports 
after stopping in China. 
February 23, 1954  Viet Minh forces withdraw from forward positions near Luang Prabang and 
Muongsai, Laos. 
Dr. Jonas Salk begins to vaccinate children against polio in Pittsburgh.  Concurrent tests begin in 44 
states. 



US Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens tells the Senate Investigations Subcommittee, chaired by 
Joseph McCarthy, that he will provide the names of all involved in the promotion and discharge of 
Irving Peress and that those listed will testify. 
Olivier Messiaen’s (45) piano work Cantéyodjayâ is performed for the first time, in Paris. 
Variations for piano and orchestra by Wallingford Riegger (68) is performed for the first time, in 
Louisville. 
February 24, 1954  The University of California at Berkeley and the Argonne National Laboratory in 
Chicago announce that they have produced Element 100.  It has an atomic weight of 254 and a 
radioactive half-life of three years. 
February 25, 1954  The Revolutionary Council of Egypt announces the resignation of Mohammed 
Neguib as President and Prime Minister of Egypt.  He is replaced as Prime Minister by Gamal Abdel 
Nasser.  Nasser declares a State of Emergency and confines Neguib to his home. 
The United States closes Polish consulates in Chicago, Detroit and New York. 
The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the US demands that the House Un-American 
Activities Committee stop spreading “malicious gossip” by releasing accusations about persons or 
groups without evaluating their validity. 
February 26, 1954  The General Electric Company suspended eight employees in Schenectady, New 
York.  The eight invoked their rights under the Fifth Amendment to the US Constitution when 
questioned by Senator Joseph McCarthy’s Senate subcommittee. 
Chorale and Alleluia for concert band by Howard Hanson (57) is performed for the first time, in West 
Point, New York. 
February 27, 1954  The USSR announces the transfer of the Crimea from the RSFSR to the Ukranian 
SSR. 
Poland retaliates to the events of February 25 by closing the United States consulate in Gdansk. 
The Revolutionary Council of Egypt reinstates Mohammed Neguib as President.  Gamal Abdel 
Nasser retains his post of Prime Minister. 
March 1, 1954  The US explodes a second thermonuclear device at Bikini Atoll.  The explosion is 
much larger than expected and radioactivity extends beyond the “safety zone.” 23 Japanese 
fisherman about 130 km from the blast are seriously injured.  Americans and Marshall Islanders on 
Kwajalein 280 km away are exposed to “some radiation.”   
Bulgaria ends its state of war with Greece. 
2:32 p.m.  Four Puerto Rican nationalists wound five members of the United States Congress as they 
fire into the House chamber from the spectators’ gallery.  Three of the four are subdued by Capitol 
Police, spectators, reporters and House employees.  One other is later arrested at Union Station in 
Washington. 
March 2, 1954  Six of the Douze pastorales op.77 for piano by Charles Koechlin (†3) are performed for 
the first time, over the airwaves of Radio Paris Inter, 34 years after they were composed.  See June 20, 
1982. 
March 3, 1954  The French cabinet agrees to a cease-fire in Indochina on terms outlined by Prime 
Minister Nehru of India, provided the safety of French troops and citizens could be assured. 
March 4, 1954  Todor Khristov Zhivkov replaces Vulko Velev Chervenkov as First Secretary of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party. 
Symphony no.1 by Karel Husa (32) is performed for the first time, in Brussels. 
Incidental music to Rossin’s play Am stram gram by Benjamin Britten (40) is performed for the first 
time, in Toynbee Hall Theater, London. 
Cello Concerto no.1 by Ernst Krenek (53) is performed for the first time, in Philharmonic Auditorium, 
Los Angeles. 



March 6, 1954  Police in Puerto Rico begin a roundup of 43 Nationalist Party supporters, in response 
to the attacks of March 1. 
March 7, 1954  Four Inventions for clarinet, piano and text by Kenneth Gaburo (27) is performed for 
the first time, in Dixon Hall of Tulane University, New Orleans, the composer at the keyboard. 
March 8, 1954  Mohammed Neguib replaces Gamal Abdel Nasser as prime minister of Egypt. 
Peace talks begin in Paris between France and the Viet Minh. 
Two days of voting for the Finnish Parliament leave the parties virtually unchanged. 
Three Songs from William Shakespeare for mezzo-soprano, flute, clarinet and viola by Igor Stravinsky 
(71) is performed for the first time, in Los Angeles. 
March 9, 1954  Three days of voting begin today for the Majlis in Iran.  The balloting features gangs 
of thugs who patrol the voting places beating hundreds of citizens perceived to be anti-government.  
Police assist in the beatings. 
The French National Assembly votes to attempt a peace settlement for Indochina at the upcoming 
Geneva conference on the Far East. 
Republican Senator Ralph Flanders of Vermont attacks Joseph McCarthy on the floor of the Senate, 
saying he is “doing his best to shatter” the Republican Party. 
On the CBS television program See it Now, reporter Edward R. Murrow launches an attack on Senator 
McCarthy, condemning him with his own filmed words. 
March 10, 1954  Amidst fears of blacklisting and right-wing pickets, Marc Blitzstein’s (49) English 
translation of Die Dreigroschenoper, starring Lotte Lenya, opens off-Broadway at the Theatre de Lys, 
New York.  The audience loves it.  The critics are generally positive.  Intended to run three months, it 
will not close for seven years.  This, more than anything else, secures the fame of Kurt Weill (†3) and 
Bertolt Brecht in the United States. 
March 11, 1954  The Schine Report is released by the US Army, detailing 44 instances of attempted 
coercion by Senator Joseph McCarthy and subcommittee counsel Roy Cohn, in an attempt to gain 
favorable treatment by the army for his recently-drafted staffer, David Schine. 
Appearing on a radio program, Senator Joseph McCarthy said that Edward R. Murrow, a former 
official of the Institute for International Education, was an “American adviser to [a] Communist 
propaganda school.”  He further states that Murrow lied when he said McCarthy had falsified the 
record by saying the American Civil Liberties Union was on the Attorney General’s list of subversive 
organizations. 
March 12, 1954  Belgium ratifies the European Defense Community treaty. 
Finland ends its state of war with Germany. 
Senator Joseph McCarthy denies all charges in the Schine Report, claiming that Army Secretary 
Robert Stevens used the report to blackmail him into stopping his investigation into Communists in 
the Army.  Stevens denies the charge. 
The American Civil Liberties Union responds to Senator McCarthy’s attack of yesterday by stating it 
has never been listed as a subversive organization by any government official or agency. 
Acts I and II of Arnold Schoenberg’s (†2) unfinished opera Moses und Aron, to his own words, are 
performed for the first time, in a concert setting, over the airwaves of Radio Hamburg.  At the 
concert, Schoenberg’s daughter Nuria meets Luigi Nono (30) for the first time.  They will marry next 
year.  See July 2, 1951 and June 6, 1957. 
March 13, 1954  Viet Minh forces begin a major offensive against the French stronghold of Dien Bien 
Phu. 
March 13, 1954  Metamorphosen, music from the film for chamber orchestra by Bernd Alois 
Zimmermann (35), is performed for the first time, in Hamburg. 
March 14, 1954  Symphony no.9 by Henry Cowell (57) is performed for the first time, in West High 
School Auditorium, Green Bay, Wisconsin. 



March 15, 1954  Viet Minh forces take the outer defenses of Dien Bien Phu. 
March 16, 1954  The two airstrips at Dien Bien Phu are knocked out by the Viet Minh, thus cutting the 
only supply mechanism. 
Georgi Fyodorovich Alyeksandrov replaces Panteleimon Kondratyevich Ponomarenko as Minister of 
Culture of the Soviet Union. 
The French National Assembly is told that the United States is paying 78% of the cost of their colonial 
war in Indochina. 
March 17, 1954  Arab terrorists attack an Israeli bus 150 km north of Elat.  Eleven men, women and 
children are killed by machine gun fire. 
US President Eisenhower backs Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens in his dispute with Senator 
McCarthy.  He says that Americans fear “what unwise investigators will do to us…as they try to 
combat subversion.”  McCarthy responds, “I don’t give a tinker’s dam how high or low are the 
people in either the Republican or Democratic parties who are unhappy about our methods.” 
March 18, 1954 Jozef Cyrankiewicz replaces Boleslaw Bierut as prime minister of Poland. 
March 19, 1954  Speaking in Milwaukee, Senator Joseph McCarthy “indicts” the Democratic Party for 
“treason or criminal stupidity” for actions over the 20 years it held the executive branch. 
March 20, 1954  Rhapsodic Variations for orchestra and electronic tape by Otto Luening (53) and 
Vladimir Ussachevsky (42) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
March 21, 1954  French and colonial troops capture Pakseng, 75 km north of Luang Prabang. 
March 23, 1954  The Viet Minh begin the first main attack on Dien Bien Phu. 
Israel withdraws from the Mixed Armistice Commission because the Commission has not fixed 
blame for the terrorist attack of March 17.  Israel blames Jordan. 
US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles announces that his country will give the French whatever 
military assistance it needs to continue its colonial rule in Indochina. 
March 24, 1954  Stockholders in Nash-Kelvinator Corporation and Hudson Motor Car Company 
approve the merger of the two to form American Motors Corporation. 
March 25, 1954  RCA announces the production of color television sets. 
Arturo Toscanini resigns as conductor of the NBC Symphony Orchestra, a position he has held since 
1937. 
March 26, 1954  The German Democratic Republic is declared a sovereign state by the USSR. 
Jordanian troops attack the Israeli village of Kisalon, killing one person. 
Annie Lee Moss is reinstated to her job as a typist in the Signal Corps supply room in the Pentagon.  
She was suspended after Senator Joseph McCarthy called her before his committee as a communist.  
It later came out that a former FBI employee saw her name on some Communist Party records but 
did not know her personally.  There are three Annie Lee Mosses in Washington.  After subcommittee 
counsel Roy Cohn claims to have proof of her party affiliations, Democrats on the subcommittee 
rebuke him for refusing to produce it. 
March 27, 1954  Dmitri Shostakovich (47) is named a Peoples Artist of the USSR. 
Lou Harrison (36) departs for Rome where his music is to be performed in a composition contest 
sponsored by the Congress for Cultural Freedom and the International Conference for Contemporary 
Music. 
March 28, 1954  Wisconsin Suite for orchestra by Otto Luening (53) is performed for the first time, in 
New York. 
March 29, 1954  Israeli troops attack the Jordanian village of Nahhalin, 13 km southwest of Jerusalem 
in retaliation for the Jordanian attack on Kisalon on March 26.  Nine Jordanians are killed. 
The Revolutionary Council of Egypt reverses a plan by President Mohammed Neguib to have 
elections in July to return the country to responsible government. 



In an address in New York, US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles claims that a victory for the Viet 
Minh would mean Communist domination of all southeast Asia. 
West Germany ratifies the European Defense Community Treaty. 
March 30, 1954  Viet Minh forces launch a massive attack at Dien Bien Phu, gaining footholds in the 
French defenses. 
A subway opens in Toronto. 
March 31, 1954  Incidental music to Lindsay and Grouse’s play Life with Father by Peter Sculthorpe 
(24) is performed for the first time, in the National Theater, Launceston, Tasmania. 
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Hamlet by Dmitri Shostakovich (47) is performed for the first 
time, in the Pushkin Theater, Leningrad. 
April 1, 1954  The Tender Land, an opera by Aaron Copland (53) to words of Everett, is performed for 
the first time, at the New York City Center. 
April 5, 1954  US President Dwight Eisenhower announces that his country will never use hydrogen 
bombs first. 
Music for Five Instruments for flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone and piano by Kenneth Gaburo (27) is 
performed for the first time, at the University of Texas, Austin. 
April 6, 1954  Senator Joseph McCarthy appears on television to answer charges made against him by 
Edward R. Murrow on March 9.  He said that Murrow was “engaged in propaganda for Communist 
causes” at least 20 years ago.  He questions whether “traitors in our government” were responsible 
for an 18-month “deliberate delay [in] research on the hydrogen bomb.”  “Our nation may well die 
because of that…delay.”  Both Presidents Truman and Eisenhower will state tomorrow that they are 
aware of no such delay. 
Fantasy for cello and piano by Ernst Krenek (53) is performed for the first time, in Lucerne, the 
composer at the keyboard. 
April 7, 1954  US President Eisenhower claims that a French loss in Indochina would create a 
“domino effect” with country after country falling to communism.  This is the first mention of the 
domino theory of Cold War parlance. 
A revised version of Paul Hindemith’s (58) lustige Oper Neues vom Tage to his own words, is 
performed for the first time, in Naples, conducted by the composer. 
April 9, 1954  In the first complete performance of Charles Ives’ (79) Holidays Symphony, 
Thanksgiving or Forefather’s Day is performed for the first time, in Minneapolis, 50 years after it was 
composed. 
April 10, 1954  Archbishop Mariano Rossell y Arellano of Guatemala calls on the country to revolt 
and overthrow the leftist president Jacobo Arbenz Guzman. 
April 11, 1954  In Belgian national elections, the Socialist Party makes gains at the expense of the 
ruling Christian Peoples Party. 
April 12, 1954  The colonial government of Vietnam orders the mobilization of all men 21-25 years of 
age. 
700 Mau-Mau are arrested in Kenya.  They are extremist members of the Kikuyu tribe working to 
oust the British from Kenya. 
It is revealed that Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, leader of the Manhattan Project, has been suspended by 
the Atomic Energy Commission as a security risk.  He is charged with associating with and hiring  
Communists and ex-Communists, aiding Communist causes, and actively opposing the development 
of the hydrogen bomb.  Oppenheimer says he has associated with Communists, contributed to 
specific Communist causes and is sympathetic to some Communist goals.  He denies that he has ever 
been a Communist Party member and  is disillusioned with Communism.  He also said that he 
supported the development of the hydrogen bomb and worked actively for it. 



April 13, 1954  The Tobacco Industry Research Committee issues a statement quoting 36 cancer 
specialists to support their contention that there is no proof that cigarette smoking causes lung 
cancer. 
The National Broadcasting Company in the US announces that it is disbanding the NBC Orchestra.  
Instead, they will broadcast concerts by the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
April 14, 1954  The US Army files a statement with the Senate Investigations Subcommittee charging 
that Senator Joseph McCarthy and committee counsel Roy Cohn attempted to get preferential 
treatment for their associate, Private David Schine, 29 times. 
An Air from Act 3 of Rapunzel, a chamber opera by Lou Harrison (36) to words of Morris, is 
performed for the first time, in Rome as part of a composition competition.  This will win a 20th 
Century Masterpiece Award, conferred on Harrison by Igor Stravinsky (71).  See May 14, 1959. 
Twenty-five Pages for 1-25 pianos by Earle Brown (27) is performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer 
Hall, New York.  On the same program is the New York premiere of John Cage’s (41) 4’33”.  During 
the intermission, Cage’s mother asks Brown, “Now Earle, don’t you think that John has gone too far 
this time?” 
Sicilian Limes, an opera by Dominick Argento (26) to words of Olon-Scrymgeour after Pirandello, is 
performed for the first time, at Peabody Conservatory, Baltimore, conducted by Hugo Weisgall (41).  
The accompaniment is two pianos, one of which is played by the composer. 
April 16, 1954  US Vice-President Richard Nixon says it will be necessary to send US troops to 
Indochina to prevent it falling to the Communists. 
April 18, 1954  Gamal Abdel Nasser replaces Mohammed Neguib as Prime Minister of Egypt. 
April 19, 1954  Gheorghe Apostol replaces Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej as First Secretary of the 
Romanian Workers’ Party. 
April 20, 1954  The US State Department, acting for United Fruit Company, presents a bill of almost 
$16,000,000 to President Jacobo Arbenz Guzman of Guatemala for 162,000 hectares of unused United 
Fruit land he expropriated to give to peasants.  Arbenz has offered $1,185,000 based on the value of 
the land reported by United Fruit Co. on their tax records.  Unknown to Arbenz, the CIA is already 
planning his overthrow. 
April 21, 1954  The United States Air Force reveals that it has been used to fly French colonial troops 
to Indochina. 
April 22, 1954  Socialist Achille van Acker replaces Jean van Houtte of the Christian Peoples Party as 
Prime Minister of Belgium. 
Televised hearings by a United States Senate committee into actions by the US Army and Senator 
Joseph McCarthy begin.  Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens begins 13 days of testimony about 
preferential treatment given to David Schine, a McCarthy staffer, by the army.  The last nine of the 13 
are questions and speeches by Senator McCarthy. 
April 23, 1954  The USSR breaks diplomatic relations with Australia over the defection of a Soviet 
diplomat and his wife. 
Song of Jeremiah, a cantata for bass-baritone, chorus and orchestra by Ulysses Kay (37) to words of the 
Bible, is performed for the first time, in Nashville. 
Sonata for trombone and piano by Leslie Bassett (31) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
April 24, 1954  3,679 Kenyans are arrested in Nairobi as suspected Mau Maus. 
Kontraste, a ballet by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (36) to an idea by Schneckenberger, is staged for the 
first time, in Stadttheater Bielefeld.  See January 1, 1953. 
April 25, 1954  Scientists at Bell Laboratories demonstrate the first practical silicon solar cell in 
Washington. 



Brasilianischen Ouvertüre, part I of Alagoana, Caprichos Brasileiros for orchestra by Bernd Alois 
Zimmermann (33), is staged for the first time, in the Stadttheater Bielefeld.  See November 12, 1951. 
At a news conference in New York, Bell Laboratories scientists Gerald Pearson, Daryl Chapin and 
Calvin Fuller demonstrate the first solar battery. 
April 26, 1954  The International conference on East Asia opens in Geneva.  Represented are the 
USSR, China, North Korea and the 16 allied nations in Korea. 
Akira Kurosawa’s film The Seven Samurai is released in Japan. 
Suite for Younger Orchestras op.56 by Wallingford Riegger (68) is performed for the first time, in New 
York. 
Soldier Songs, a cycle for voice and piano by Hugo Weisgall (41) to eight different authors, is 
performed for the first time, in New York.  See March 30, 1966. 
April 27, 1954  Viet Minh forces reach to within 600 meters of the center of Dien Bien Phu.  French air 
forces retaliate with planes recently supplied by the United States. 
April 28, 1954  An agreement is signed in Paris by Prime Minister Joseph Laniel and Vice-Premier 
Nguyen Trung Vinh of Vietnam.  France guarantees “total independence” within the French Union in 
return for a promise from Vietnam to “maintain and consolidate” its friendship with France. 
Michael Daugherty is born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the first of five children born to a drummer in a 
dance band. 
Intersection 3 for piano by Morton Feldman (28) is performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer Concert 
Hall, New York. 
April 29, 1954  An agreement between India and China is signed in Peking.  It provides for the 
withdrawal of all Indian troops from Tibet, the cession to China of all postal, telegraph and telephone 
facilities administered by India, and the establishment of free travel facilities for religious pilgrims 
from both sides. 
Six Children’s Songs for chorus and orchestra by Witold Lutoslawski (41) is performed for the first 
time, in Warsaw.  They were originally written in 1947 for voice and piano. 
April 30, 1954  Ode an den Westwind  for cello and orchestra by Hans Werner Henze (27) is performed 
for the first time, in Bielefeld. 
Incidental music to Anouilh’s play Ring Around the Moon by Ben Johnston (28) is performed for the 
first time. 
May 1, 1954  Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity is founded by Sun 
Myung Moon.  
May 2, 1954  The Democratic Party wins 502 of 541 parliamentary seats in Turkish national elections. 
The first movement of the original version of Anton Bruckner’s (†57) Symphony no.8 is performed for 
the first time, 67 years after it was composed.  See December 18, 1892 and September 2, 1973. 
O Filii et Filiae for chorus by Charles Wuorinen (15) to words of 15th century French plainsong in 
English and Latin is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
May 3, 1954  Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and the Viet Minh are invited to the Geneva Conference for 
discussions on Indochina. 
May 4, 1954  Viet Minh forces reach to within 500 meters of the French command headquarters at 
Dien Bien Phu. 
In the Army-McCarthy hearings, Senator McCarthy produces a 1951 letter from FBI director Hoover 
to the head of Army Intelligence naming 35 employees at Fort Monmouth as subversives.  The 
witness, Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens, has never seen the letter. 
May 5, 1954  Ralf Johan Gustaf Törngren replaces Sakari Severi Tuomioja as prime minister of 
Finland. 
Senator Joseph McCarthy testifies before his own committee, and refuses to name the person who 
gave him the letter produced yesterday. 



May 6, 1954  Roger Bannister becomes the first human to run a mile in under four minutes (3:59.4), at 
Oxford. 
US Attorney General Herbert Brownell rules that the letter produced by Senator McCarthy on May 4 
is an unauthorized use of classified information. 
May 7, 1954  After a siege of 55 days, the French garrison of Dien Bien Phu falls to the Viet Minh. 
US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles says that his country may have to make “serious 
commitments” in southeast Asia. 
May 8, 1954  The Geneva Conference on East Asia begins talking about Indochina. 
Many festivities planned over the next two days in France to celebrate the end of World War II and 
the capture of Paris by Jeanne d’Arc are cancelled due to the loss of Dien Bien Phu. 
May 13, 1954  The government of French Prime Minister Joseph Laniel survives a vote of confidence 
in the National Assembly, 289-287. 
Pajama Game opens in New York. 
May 14, 1954  With Viet Minh permission, French planes begin evacuating their wounded from Dien 
Bien Phu. 
May 16, 1954  The head of the US delegation to the Geneva Conference, W. Bedell Smith, visits Bao 
Dai, Vietnam’s Head of State, in Evian, and assures him that the US will never agree to a partition of 
Vietnam. 
May 17, 1954  The United States Supreme Court rules 9-0 that six-year-old Linda Brown was unfairly 
treated when the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas forced her to attend an all-Black school.  It 
further orders that schools across the country must be desegregated. 
At the Army-McCarthy hearings, Army Counselor John G. Adams refuses to testify about a “high-
level” meeting wherein Adams was advised to make a written record of his dealings with Senator 
McCarthy.  Adams refuses on orders of President Eisenhower.  The subcommittee votes to recess 
until May 24. 
May 18, 1954  Parliamentary elections in Ireland result in a ten-seat gain for the opposition Fine Gael.  
They form a three party coalition to rule. 
Prelude and Fugue for string quartet by Pauline Oliveros (21) is performed for the first time, at San 
Francisco State College. 
May 19, 1954  Charles Edward Ives dies in Roosevelt Hospital, New York, of a stroke suffered after a 
double hernia operation, aged 79 years, six months and 29 days. 
May 21, 1954  Viet Minh forces capture the French stronghold of Anxa, 100 km southeast of Hanoi. 
The central observatory of the USSR Academy of Sciences opens near Leningrad. 
Funeral services in memory of Charles Ives take place at his West Redding, Connecticut home.  
Presiding is his brother-in-law, Rev. Joseph Hooker Twichell.  His neighbor, Luemily Ryder, plays 
Ives’ Prelude on Eventide on the upright piano.  His mortal remains are laid to rest in Wooster 
Cemetery, Danbury, Connecticut. 
May 22, 1954  Bulgaria and Greece resume diplomatic relations. 
Two works for orchestra by Darius Milhaud (61) are performed for the first time, in Louisville:  
Kentuckiana op.287, and Ouverture méditerranéenne op.330. 
May 23, 1954  Grief, a song for voice and piano by William Grant Still (59) is performed for the first 
time, in Saratoga, California. 
May 24, 1954  The United States Supreme Court rules that membership in the Communist Party is 
sufficient for the deportation of aliens. 
May 26, 1954  The case of the US Army in the Army-McCarthy hearings is completed after 21 days of 
testimony. 
17 Puerto Rican nationalists are indicted by a federal grand jury in New York for seditious 
conspiracy.  The indictments are a result of the March 1 attack in Congress. 



String Quartet no.4 by Ralph Shapey (33) is performed for the first time, in Kaufman Auditorium of 
the 92nd Street Y, New York. 
May 27, 1954  McCarthy committee counsel Roy Cohn begins to testify about the David Schine case at 
the Army-McCarthy hearings.  He claims that Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens tried to discredit 
his investigation and change the focus to the Navy and Air Force. 
Igor Stravinsky (71) conducts a concert in Royal Festival Hall, London and receives the medal of the 
Royal Philharmonic Society.  He also receives a baton said to have belonged to Franz Joseph Haydn 
(†144). 
May 28, 1954  The French cabinet approves a draft of 80,000 men to replace men in Germany sent to 
Indochina. 
May 29, 1954  In voting for the House of Representatives in Australia, the Labour Party wins over 
50% of the vote and a plurality of seats, but power is maintained by the Liberal-Country coalition of 
Prime Minister Robert Menzies. 
The Geneva Conference on East Asia orders direct truce talks between France and the Viet Minh. 
Henry Cowell’s (57) Symphony no.11 “Seven Rituals of Music” is performed for the first time, in 
Columbia Auditorium, Louisville. 
May 30, 1954  Odisséia de uma raça, a symphonic poem by Heitor Villa-Lobos (67) dedicated to the 
state of Israel, is performed for the first time, in Haifa. 
June 1, 1954  The Viet Minh celebrate their victory over the French by blowing up an ammunition 
dump at Tan Son Nhut air base, Saigon. 
Lawyers for J. Robert Oppenheimer disclose that a special Atomic Energy Commission board said he 
was loyal but recommended against reinstating him as a consultant.  This is a recommendation to the 
full AEC. 
David, an opera by Darius Milhaud (61) to words of Lunel, commissioned to celebrate the 3,000 years 
since the establishment of Jerusalem as the capital of Judea, is performed for the first time, in a 
concert setting in Jerusalem.  See February 2, 1955. 
June 2, 1954  John Aloysius Costello replaces Eamon de Valera as Prime Minister of Ireland. 
June 4, 1954  Viet Minh forces capture the French garrison at Chonoi, 40 km southeast of Hanoi. 
June 5, 1954  The skull of Franz Joseph Haydn (†145) is placed in an urn and transported in a large 
motorized procession from Vienna to Rohrau, the composer’s birthplace.  It is then taken to 
Eisenstadt where it is reunited with the rest of his remains. 
Die schlafende Prinzessin, a ballet by Hans Werner Henze (27) to a scenario by Zehden, is performed 
for the first time, at the Essen Stadttheater. 
June 7, 1954  Piccola Musica Notturna for orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola (50) is performed for the first 
time, in Hanover. 
June 8, 1954  Leaving Geneva for a National Assembly debate in Paris, French Foreign Minister 
Georges Bidault says that the peace effort is “all over” and  “one should just plainly say so.” 
Incidental music to Pemán and Sánchez-Castañer’s play La destrucción de Sagunto by Joaquín Rodrigo 
(52) is performed for the first time, in Teatro Romano, Sagunto. 
June 9, 1954  At the most dramatic point of the televised Army-McCarthy hearings, Senator 
McCarthy reveals that a young employee of the Hale & Dorr law firm (representing the Army) had 
been a member of the National Lawyers’ Guild.  Counsel for the US Army Joseph Welch replies 
“Until this moment, I think I never really gauged your cruelty or your recklessness.”  He explains 
that the young man is now the secretary of the Young Republicans League of Newton, 
Massachusetts.  “Little did I dream you could be so reckless and so cruel as to do an injury to that 
lad.”  As McCarthy resumes his attack, Welch asks “Have you no sense of decency, Sir, at long last?  
Have you left no sense of decency?” 



June 10, 1954  Ils étaient tous des volontaires, a film with music by Darius Milhaud (61) is shown for the 
first time, in France. 
June 12, 1954  Viet Minh troops cut the Hanoi-Haiphong Railroad, 18 km east of Hanoi. 
The French National Assembly refuses (306-293) to express confidence in Prime Minister Joseph 
Laniel’s handling of the Indochina war.  His government resigns. 
June 13, 1954  Nicolas Obouhow (Nikolai Obukhov) dies in Paris, aged 62 years, one month and 22 
days. 
Tuba Concerto by Ralph Vaughan Williams (81) is performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, 
London to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the London Symphony Orchestra. 
June 15, 1954  Toru Takemitsu (23) marries Asaka Wakayama, an actress. 
Head of State Bao Dai of Vietnam accepts the resignation of Prime Minister Buu Loc and names the 
prominent anti-Communist Ngo Dinh Diem to succeed him. 
The UN allies at the Geneva Conference break off negotiations over Korea.  In “A Declaration of the 
16” (15 UN allies plus the Republic of Korea), the allies declare that it was better to end the 
negotiations rather than “raise false hopes.”  They leave over the refusal of the Communists to agree 
to “genuinely free elections” throughout the peninsula. 
The US State Department reveals that it has tried to get other nations to prevent arms shipments to 
Guatemala. 
June 16, 1954  Four Puerto Rican nationalists are convicted of assault in Washington for their attack 
on Congress March 1.  Three of the four are also convicted of intent to kill. 
June 17, 1954  The televised investigation into the US Army by a Senate committee ends after eight 
weeks of testimony.  Republican Senator Charles Potter releases a statement saying that the principal 
charges of both sides had been born out.  He said the testimony was “saturated with statements 
which were not truthful and which might constitute perjury in a legal sense…there may have been 
subornation of perjury [and] a criminal case against some of the principals might be developed.” 
Leonard Bernstein (35) submits a sworn affadavit to the FBI that he has “never...knowingly engaged 
in activities which supported the Communist movement under circumstances which would warrant 
the conclusion that I engaged in such activities as a result of direction, domination or control 
exercised over me by the Communist movement.”  This will allow him to receive a passport and 
work in Hollywood. 
June 18, 1954  Pierre Mendès-France of the Radical Party replaces Joseph Laniel as Prime Minister of 
France. 
Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas with 150 men enters Guatemala from Honduras as part of the CIA plot 
to overthrow President Arbenz.  Guatemala calls for an urgent meeting of the United Nations 
Security Council to address the threat.  Current Council President, Henry Cabot Lodge of the United 
States, puts off a meeting for a week. 
Singing Band for concert band by Henry Cowell (57) is performed for the first time, in Central Park, 
New York, conducted by the composer. 
June 19, 1954  Rebel planes begin attacking Guatemala City and other towns and cities.  They destroy 
the country’s oil reserves at Puerto Barrios. 
The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien is published.  It is the first part of the trilogy to reach book 
stores. 
June 20, 1954  Assistant US Secretary of Defense Struve Hensel releases an affadavit in which he says 
that Senator Joseph McCarthy stated to him that McCarthy’s charges against him had “no basis” and 
that McCarthy was “guessing.”  He released it to the public after the Republican chairman of the 
committee refused to do so. 
June 21, 1954  CIA-backed Guatemalan rebels set up a headquarters at Esquipulas, nine km from the 
Honduran border. 



June 22, 1954  Studebaker Corporation and Packard Motor Car Company agree to merge in meetings 
in New York. 
June 23, 1954  French Prime Minister Pierre Mendès-France meets with Prime Minister Chou En-lai of 
China in Bern, in an effort to end the Indochina war. 
June 25, 1954  French forces abandon Ankhe in the central plateau region of Vietnam. 
Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas sets up a rebel government for Guatemala at Chiquimala. 
Security Council president Henry Cabot Lodge refuses to put the Guatemalan question on the 
agenda, claiming it should be handled by the OAS. 
June 27, 1954  Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, constitutionally elected President of Guatemala, resigns in the 
face of a CIA-directed rebellion.  He turns the government over to a three-man junta. 
Wiegenlied der Mutter Gottes for chorus and nine players by Hans Werner Henze (27) to words of Lope 
de Vega, is performed for the first time, in Duisburg. 
June 28, 1954  Couronne de gloire op.211, a cycle for voice and chamber ensemble by Darius Milhaud 
(61) to words of Rabbi Solomon, is performed for the first time, in Brussels, conducted by the 
composer. 
June 29, 1954  The French High Command announces its intention to abandon Namdinh Province in 
the delta of the Red River, Vietnam. 
The three-man junta which took power in Guatemala two days ago is overthrown by the CIA-
directed coup led by Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas, who places himself at the head of a new junta. 
The US Atomic Energy Commission votes 4-1 not to reinstate the security clearance of Dr. J. Robert 
Oppenheimer.  Oppenheimer led the Manhattan Project, which produced the first atomic bomb. 
June 30, 1954  The USSR announces its first nuclear power plant. 
July 1, 1954  French forces complete their evacuation of the southern part of the Red River Delta in 
Vietnam 
July 2, 1954  Incidental music to Gide’s play Saül by Darius Milhaud (61) is performed for the first 
time, in Toulon. 
July 4, 1954  Officials of the Viet Minh and the French Colonial authority open negotiations in 
Trungia, 40 km north of Hanoi, over a possible truce. 
West Germany defeats Hungary 3-2 in Bern to win the fifth FIFA World Cup™. 
Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight, a cantata by Roy Harris (56) to words of Lindsay, is performed for 
the first time, over the airwaves of CBS radio originating in Pittsburgh.  See October 13, 1954. 
July 7, 1954  General Paul Ely, commander of French forces, warns foreign civilians to leave Hanoi as 
it is expected to be a battle ground. 
July 8, 1954  Carlos Castillo Armas becomes head of the Guatemalan junta which took power on June 
29. 
Sonatine for violin and cello op.324 by Darius Milhaud (61) is performed for the first time, in Santa 
Barbara, California.  It is part of the film A Visit to Darius Milhaud. 
July 10, 1954  The Comite revolutionnaire d'unite et d'action is founded in Algiers to unite the 
nationalist movement and begin armed rebellion against France. 
July 12, 1954  Viet Minh forces attack French positions north of Hungyen, 40 km southeast of Hanoi.  
They are beaten off by French defenders. 
July 17, 1954  The first Newport Jazz Festival opens at the Casino Tennis Club. 
July 20, 1954  Mehmet Shehu replaces Enver Hoxha as prime minister of Albania. 
Roy Cohn, counsel to the US Senate Subcommittee on investigations, and protégé of Senator Joseph 
McCarthy resigns.  His resignation was demanded by the three Democrats on the committee. 
July 21, 1954  An armistice for the Indochina war is signed in the Palais des Nations, Geneva.  France 
agrees to evacuate North Vietnam and to respect the independence of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.  
Communist forces agree to evacuate Laos, Cambodia and South Vietnam.  South Vietnam will be 



independent in the hands of the western-back Head of State Bao Dai.  The parties agree that Vietnam 
will be partitioned along the 17th parallel pending unification elections within two years (which will 
never be held).  Cease-fire orders are communicated to fighters in the field. 
July 22, 1954  Indian nationalists invade Dadra, in Portuguese territory.  Three of the five policemen 
in the town are killed. 
Dr. Otto John, head of the West German civil service, disappears in East Berlin. He makes radio 
broadcasts from the East wherein he says the reason for the defection is the reappearance of so many 
former Nazis in the West German government and society. 
July 23, 1954  Two Chinese fighters shoot down a British passenger plane 50 km south of Hainan.  
Eight of the 18 people aboard survive. 
The French National Assembly votes 462-13 to approve the truce in Indochina. 
July 26, 1954  China apologizes for shooting down a British airliner July 23 and offers restitution.  
Three US Navy planes, searching the area for survivors are attacked by Chinese war planes.  Both 
attacking planes are shot down. 
July 27, 1954  8 a.m.  A cease-fire goes into effect in North Vietnam.  Several Viet Minh attacks 
continue, the local commanders still not hearing of the armistice. 
Great Britain and Egypt agree broadly on ending the British occupation of the Suez Canal Zone.  The 
agreement calls for the withdrawal of British troops within 20 months of the signing of a detailed 
pact.  Britain will be allowed to maintain a base there, employing civilians from either country.  Both 
countries agree to guarantee the international use of the canal. 
July 28, 1954  On the Waterfront, a film with music by Leonard Bernstein (35), is shown for the first 
time, in the Astor Theater, New York. 
July 29, 1954  Indian nationalists take control of Neroli in Portuguese territory. 
British Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden tells the House of Commons that 38,000 troops will be 
withdrawn from the Suez Canal Zone over the next 20 months. 
String Quartet no.4 by Ernest Bloch (74) is performed for the first time, in Lenox, Massachusetts. 
July 30, 1954  The government of India orders Portuguese diplomats out of Bombay after Portugal 
ordered all Indians out of its west coast colonies. 
July 31, 1954  French Prime Minister Pierre Mendès-France flies to Tunis.  He offers the Bey of Tunis 
internal autonomy provided anti-French violence ends and all current French residents of Tunisia are 
allowed to stay.  The Bey accepts in principle. 
Nationalist rioting in Fez and elsewhere in Morocco kills 13 and injures at least 18. 
August 1, 1954  The Indochina cease fire goes into effect in central Vietnam. 
Indian nationalists take control of Selvassa in Portuguese territory. 
Alfred Hitchcock’s film Rear Window is shown for the first time, in New York. 
Michael Tippett’s (49) Four Inventions for two recorders is performed for the first time, at the Froebel 
Institute, London. 
August 2, 1954  The Bey of Tunis appoints Tahar Ben Amar as prime minister with authority to 
negotiate home rule with France.  Exiled nationalist leader Habib Bourguiba calls for a cease fire 
throughout the country. 
The US Senate sets up a committee to look into charges of misconduct by Senator Joseph McCarthy. 
August 3, 1954  Portuguese border guards exchange gunfire with Indian nationalists who try to force 
their way into Goa. 
The British government appoints Sir Kenneth Clark, chairman of the British Arts Council, to head the 
Independent Television Authority to oversee the country’s commercial television. 
August 4, 1954  Dr. Otto John, former head of West German internal security, is granted political 
asylum by East Germany. 



August 5, 1954  Iran reaches agreement with eight western oil companies to reactivate the stalled oil 
industry in the country. 
An attempt is made on the life of Carlos Lacerda, editor of Tribuna da Imprensa of Rio de Janeiro.  
Lacerda is wounded by gunfire, but his companion, Air Force Major Rubens Florentino Vaz is killed 
by the assassins.  Personal bodyguards of President Getulio Vargas are implicated in the crime. 
Six Compositions for carillon by Gian Carlo Menotti (43) are performed completely for the first time, in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan.  Five of the six were performed between October 16 and November 8, 1932.  
This is the first time they have been all performed together.  Arabesque is apparently performed for 
the first time. 
August 6, 1954 The Indochina cease fire goes into effect in Laos. 
August 7, 1954 The Indochina cease fire goes into effect in Cambodia. 
Over the next three days, 13 people are killed, 30 injured and 1,000 arrested in anti-French riots in 
Port Lyautey and Fez, Morocco. 
August 8, 1954  Romantic Suite, a ballet by Toru Takemitsu (23) after Tchaikovsky (†60), is performed 
for the first time, in Osaka Sankei Hall. 
August 10, 1954  In agreements signed at The Hague, the Netherlands and Indonesia end their union 
which has been in effect since 1949.   
US backed Guatemalan dictator Carlos Castillo Armas abolishes political parties. 
August 11, 1954 The Indochina cease fire goes into effect in southern Vietnam, thus completing the 
truce process.  A cease fire is now in effect throughout the entire former French Indochina. 
French and colonial troops surround Fez in an attempt to cut off the nationlists there from the rest of 
Morocco. 
Opposition forces riot outside the offices of the Brazilian Labor Party of President Getulio Vargas.  
They blame Vargas for the events of August 5 and the failure of police to apprehend the assailants.  
Police use tear gas to disperse the crowd. 
US backed Guatemalan dictator Carlos Castillo Armas abolishes the constitution and outlaws all 
printed material deemed offensive by the state.  Widespread arrests begin throughout the country. 
String Quartet no.14 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (67) is performed for the first time. 
August 15, 1954  French Foreign Legionairres occupy part of Fez, Morocco to stop anti-French 
violence.  Since August 1, 25 people have been killed and 300 injured. 
Alfredo Stroessner Matiauda becomes President of Paraguay.  He will not relinquish the post for 35 
years. 
August 16, 1954  Of Identity, a ballet with music by Otto Luening (54) and Vladimir Ussachevsky (42), 
is performed for the first time, privately, in Westport, Connecticut.  See February 9, 1955. 
August 17, 1954  In the first large withdrawal of British forces under the July 27 agreement, 2,000 
British troops depart Port Said in the Suez Canal Zone. 
President Eisenhower announces that the United States will defend Taiwan. 
August 18, 1954  French planes and US Naval vessels begin transporting refugees from Hanoi and 
Haiphong to Saigon, as part of an agreement with the Viet Minh. 
August 19, 1954  Gunther Schuller’s (28) dance music The Traitor is performed for the first time, in 
New London, Connecticut. 
August 21, 1954  Klavierstücke I-IV no.2 by Karlheinz Stockhausen are performed for the first time, in 
Darmstadt, one day before the composer’s 26th birthday.  The audience reaction is loudly and  
overwhelmingly negative so the pianist, Marcelle Mercenier, plays Klavierstück V as an encore.  The 
same response ensues.  See June 1, 1955. 
The Lamentation of Saul, a dramatic cantata for baritone, flute, oboe, clarinet, viola, cello and piano by 
Norman Dello Joio (41), is performed for the first time, in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, the composer at 
the keyboard. 



August 22, 1954  Concerto for flute and orchestra by Bruno Maderna (34) is performed for the first 
time, in Darmstadt. 
August 23, 1954  Commandos from mainland China raid the Nationalist island of Quemoy, killing 12 
soldiers and capturing one. 
String Quartet in C by Claude Champagne (63) is performed for the first time, in Hermitage Hall, 
Montreal. 
August 24, 1954  US President Eisenhower signs the Communist Control Act, effectively banning US 
citizens from engaging in certain peaceful political activities disliked by the state. 
After evidence comes to light that men close to him were involved in the murder of Major Rubens 
Florentino Vaz and the attempted murder of Carlos Lacerda, a Rio de Janeiro editor, President 
Getulio Dornelles Vargas of Brazil shoots himself to death.  He leaves a note which states, “To the 
wrath of my enemies, I leave the legacy of my death.”  Riots break out in which four people are killed 
and many wounded. 
August 25, 1954  The right-wing junta of Guatemala outlaws Communism. 
La victoire de Guernica, an oratorio for chorus and orchestra by Luigi Nono (30), to words of Eluard, is 
performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
August 26, 1954  João Fernandes de Campos Café Filho becomes president of Brazil, succeeding 
Getulio Dornelles Vargas, who died two days ago. 
August 27, 1954  The French National Assembly votes to support the government’s efforts to make 
peace with rebels in Morocco and Tunisia and effect reforms leading to internal self-government.  
August 28, 1954  Symphony for Strings op.61 by Vincent Persichetti (39) is performed for the first time, 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 
August 30, 1954  The French National Assembly votes 319-264 to indefinitely postpone debate on the 
European Defense Community.  This action effectively kills the idea. 
Rudá, a ballet by Heitor Villa-Lobos (67) is performed for the first time, in the Théâtre des Champs-
Elysées, Paris, the composer conducting. 
August 31, 1954  The US Senate subcommittee that conducted the Army-McCarthy hearings issues a 
report critical of Senator Joseph McCarthy, Secretary of the Army Robert Stevens and former chief 
counsel of the committee Roy Cohn. 
A select committee of the US Senate opens hearings into censure charges against Senator McCarthy. 
September 1, 1954  UN and North Korean officials begin the repatriation of bodies at Panmunjom. 
Following the French actions of yesterday, West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer calls for 
immediate talks with the US and Great Britain on German sovereignty. 
Sonata for viola and piano no.2 by Ross Lee Finney (47) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
September 2, 1954  In spite of the recent Supreme Court ruling, 23 Black children are prohibited from 
attending all-white elementary schools in Montgomery, Alabama. 
September 3, 1954  Chinese and Taiwanese forces trade artillery bombardment around Quemoy I. 
until September 6. 
September 4, 1954  Soviet war planes shoot down a US bomber near or over the coast of Siberia.  
Nine of the ten crew members are rescued. 
Dmitri Shostakovich (47) is awarded the International Peace Prize, in Moscow. 
US President Eisenhower signs into law a measure allowing for the revoking of citizenship to anyone 
advocating the violent overthrow of the government. 
September 7, 1954  Over the next month Taiwan sends large scale air attacks against the mainland in 
Fukien Province. 



SS General Kurt Meyer, found guilty of murdering Canadian prisoners in Normandy, returns to his 
home town of Niederkrüchten, his life sentence having been reduced to 14 years by the Canadian 
government with time off for good behavior. 
Racial segregation is ended in the public schools of the District of Columbia. 
September 8, 1954  An agreement forming the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization, designed to halt 
the spread of communism in the region, is signed in Manila by representatives of the United States, 
Great Britain, France, Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Pakistan and Thailand. 
Racial segregation is ended in the public schools of Baltimore. 
Senator Joseph McCarthy testifies before a select committee of the US Senate investigating charges of 
censure against him. 
Hodie, a cantata for soprano, tenor, baritone, boys’ chorus, chorus, optional organ and orchestra by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (81) to words from various sources, is performed for the first time, in 
Worcester Cathedral, directed by the composer. 
September 9, 1954  Su seguro servidor, a film with music by Alberto Ginastera (38) is released in 
Argentina. 
September 10, 1954  An earthquake in Orleansville, Algeria kills 1,480 people. 
September 12, 1954  Serenade (after Plato) for violin, strings, harp and percussion by Leonard 
Bernstein (36) is performed for the first time, in Teatro La Fenice, Venice, under the baton of the 
composer. 
September 13, 1954  Hearings by a select committee of the US Senate into censure charges against 
Senator Joseph McCarthy close in Washington.  They have heard nine days of testimony. 
September 14, 1954  The Turn of the Screw op.54, a chamber opera by Benjamin Britten (40) to words of 
Piper after James, is performed for the first time, in Teatro La Fenice, Venice, conducted by the 
composer. 
Concerto for flute, strings, harp and percussion by Virgil Thomson (57) is performed for the first time, 
in Venice. 
September 15, 1954  An attempt to desegregate the schools of White Sulhur Springs, West Virginia is 
met by a massive demonstration by white parents.  The plan is postponed for a year. 
A Tale of Thieves, a ballet by Thea Musgrave (26) after Chaucer, is performed for the first time, in 
Moreton Hall, Oswestry, Shropshire.  See May 16, 1957. 
September 16, 1954  The legislature of the State of Mississippi responds to school desegregation by 
passing a constitutional amendment.  It provides for the abolition of the public school system, or for 
local schools, and for paying students to attend private schools. 
September 17, 1954  The Lord of the Flies by William Golding is published by Faber and Faber in Great 
Britain. 
The Song of the Rivers, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich (47), is shown for the first time, in 
Berlin. 
September 18, 1954  Serenade for Orchestra by Ulysses Kay (37) is performed for the first time, in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
September 20, 1954  The government of Chile imposes a State of Siege over the country.  They claim a 
dangerous leftist movement organized during recent strikes by copper miners. 
Il mantell rosso (Der rote Mantel), a ballet by Luigi Nono (30) to a scenario by Gsovsky, is performed for 
the first time, in Berlin. 
In memoriam Dylan Thomas for tenor, string quartet and four trombones by Igor Stravinsky (72) to 
words of the poet, is performed for the first time, in Los Angeles. 
September 21, 1954  Twenty Miniatures for piano by Ernst Krenek (54) is performed for the first time, 
in St. Gallen, the composer conducting. 



September 23, 1954  Through the intercession of Olivier Messiaen (45), Iannis Xenakis (32) meets 
Pierre Schaeffer (44) in Paris. 
Benjamin Britten’s (40) symphonic suite Gloriana for tenor or oboe and orchestra to words of 
Devereux, is performed for the first time, in Birmingham. 
September 24, 1954  Karel Husa (33) departs France to take up a position teaching at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, New York. 
September 26, 1954  1,168 people die when the Toya Maru, a commercial ferry, sinks in the Tsuygaru 
Strait off Hokkaido in a typhoon.  The storm also kills about 500 other people. 
Diego Rivera is readmitted to membership in the Communist Party of Mexico.  He was expelled in 
1929 as a Trotskyite. 
September 27, 1954  The first synagogue built in Barcelona since 1492 opens for New Year’s services. 
A United States Senate select committee recommends that Senator Joseph McCarthy be censured on 
two counts, that he verbally abused and made false accusations of Gen. Ralph Zwicker and for four 
times refusing to appear before a Senate subcommittee. 
September 28, 1954  Arthur Honegger (62) and his wife return to Paris for the last time.  Since he is 
no longer able to take care of himself, she will move in with him.  Even though they have been 
married since 1926, they have only spent about a year living together. 
Karel Husa (33) arrives in Ithaca, New York to take up a position as music theory teacher at Cornell 
University.  He is able to speak German, French, some Italian but little English. 
September 30, 1954  The USS Nautilus gets underway for her maiden voyage.  It is the first nuclear-
powered ship. 
At a NATO foreign ministers’ conference in London, tentative agreement is reached to bring West 
German forces into the organization. 
Eleven black students are removed from the high school in Milford, Delaware after a boycott by 
white students.  The school board who ordered the desegregation resigned and was replaced by a 
board which ordered it halted. 
October 1, 1954  The United Kingdom grants autonomy to the Federation of Nigeria. 
A Paris journalist and two members of the Ministry of Defense are arrested for passing state secrets to 
Communists. 
The Attorney General of the State of Florida files a brief with the US Supreme Court stating that any 
attempt to force desegregation in his state would be met with “violent physical resistance.” 
October 2, 1954  John Cage (42) and David Tudor sail from New York aboard the Massdam bound for 
a European tour.  Cage carries the newly finished scores of 34’ 46.776”  and 31’ 57.9864”  both for 
prepared piano. 
Il festino, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero (72) to his own words after de Rossi, is staged for the 
first time, in Teatro Donizetti, Bergamo.  Also premiered is Malipiero’s Donna Urraca to his own 
words after Mérimée.  See November 6, 1937. 
Luigi Dallapiccola’s (50) Variazioni per orchestra is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
October 3, 1954  Foreign Ministers of seven European and two North American nations sign a treaty 
in London bringing West Germany into the western alliance.  It provides for granting sovereignty to 
West Germany and ending the occupation, West German membership in NATO and the Brussels 
Treaty, controlling the manufacture of arms in West Germany and increased powers for the NATO 
supreme commander.  It also provides for Italian membership in the Brussels Treaty. 
The Massdam collides with the French ship Tofevo and is forced to return to New York.  Within a few 
days, John Cage (42) and David Tudor will be part of a sit-down protest, demanding that Holland 
America Line provide for their transport to Europe.  The line gives in and charters a KLM plane to 
transport 60 “hardship cases” (among them Cage and Tudor) to Amsterdam. 



Elections for the Brazilian Congress, held six weeks after the death of President Vargas, result in 
gains for the Social Democratic Party. 
October 4, 1954  Demonstrations by white students against the desegregation of schools in the 
District of Columbia take place in Washington.  They carry signs reading “Send them back to the 
plantation” and “Back to Africa.” 
October 5, 1954  Italy and Yugoslavia reach a negotiated agreement in London over Trieste.  Italy 
gains sovereignty over Zone A including the city while Yugoslavia receives Zone B, including 
Crevatini, and the right to use the port. 
Edgard Varèse (70) returns to France for the first time in over 20 years.  He will complete Déserts at 
the studios of RTF. 
Marilyn Monroe files for divorce from Joe DiMaggio citing mental cruelty. 
October 7, 1954  Marian Anderson becomes the first African-American singer to sign a contract with 
the Metropolitan Opera, New York. 
The West German Bundestag votes approval of the London treaty on rearmament. 
October 9, 1954  30,000 Viet Minh troops enter Hanoi. 
Helmut Knochen of the Paris Gestapo is sentenced to death.  He will eventually be released in 1963 
and return home to Baden-Baden. 
October 11, 1954  The USSR agrees to return Port Arthur to China before next April. 
Symphony Pallas Athene by Ernst Krenek (54) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Nordwestdeutscher Rundfunk, originating in Hamburg, the composer conducting. 
A revised version of Igor Stravinsky’s (72) Four Russian Peasant Songs for chorus and four horns, to 
words of Sakharov, is performed for the first time, in Los Angeles. 
October 12, 1954  The French National Assembly votes confidence in Prime Minister Mendès-France 
over the recently signed German treaty. 
Violin Sonata in a minor by Ralph Vaughan Williams is performed for the first time, over the airwaves 
of the BBC Home Service, on the composer’s 82nd birthday. 
Two works for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc (55) are performed for the first time, in the 
Concertgebouw, Amsterdam, the composer at the keyboard:  Parisiana, to words of Jacob, which 
includes the songs “Jouer du bugle” and “Vous n’écrivez plus?” and Rosemonde, to words of 
Apollinaire. 
October 13, 1954  Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight, a cantata by Roy Harris (56) to words of 
Lindsay, is performed in a concert for the first time, in Carnegie Music Hall, Pittsburgh.  See July 4, 
1954. 
October 16, 1954  Three One-Part Inventions for piano by Arthur Berger (42) are performed for the first 
time, in Town Hall, New York. 
October 17, 1954  Urho Kekkonen replaces Ralf Johan Gustaf Törngren as prime minister of Finland. 
34’ 46.776”  and 31’ 57.9865”  for a pianist (prepared piano) by John Cage (42) are performed for the 
first time, in the Festhalle, Donaueschingen by David Tudor and the composer.  Also premiered is 
Morton Feldman’s (28) Intersection for Magnetic Tape. 
Triumverate for male choir by Ulysses Kay (37) to words of Emerson, Longfellow and Manville is 
performed for the first time, at Hunter College, New York. 
A letter from Harry Partch (53) appears in the Los Angeles Times in response to that paper’s review of 
his most recent recording:  “Sir:  How dare you waste my time with your ‘reviews’?  You...are a Euro-
technique-inculcated hashbrain, who displaces a depth of water that a pollywog would die in.. Go 
back to your histories, crawl between the pages, and get pressed for another century.” 
October 18, 1954  The Regency TR-1, the first transistor radio, is marketed as a joint venture of Texas 
Instruments and Industrial Development Engineering Associates. 



October 19, 1954  A treaty is agreed to in Cairo between Great Britain and Egypt over the Suez Canal.  
Britain will withdraw its 80,000 troops by June 18, 1956, thus ending its occupation of over 70 years.  
Egypt is given sovereignty over the canal.  Both parties agree to maintain the neutrality and freedom 
of navigation of the canal. 
A federal judge in Oklahoma City rules that an Oklahoma law requiring the word “negro” after the 
name of any African-American candidate on the ballot is constitutional and not discriminatory. 
Studie I & II no.3 for electronic sound generators by Karlheinz Stockhausen (26) are performed for the 
first time, in the Funkhaus, Cologne, in an all-electronic/serial concert over the airwaves of West 
German Radio.  Also premiered is Seismogramme by Henri Pousseur (25).  Earlier in the day, 
Stockhausen makes the acquaintance of John Cage (42) and David Tudor. 
October 20, 1954  The FBI arrests ten members of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico on charges of 
advocating the overthrow of the government. 
Pampeana no.3 op.24 for orchestra by Alberto Ginastera (38) is performed for the first time, in 
Louisville. 
October 21, 1954  A treaty signed in New Delhi turns all French possessions in the subcontinent over 
to Indian administration effective November 1. 
In the same hour that Francis Poulenc (56) completes Dialogues des Carmélites, the salesman Lucien 
Roubert, with whom he has had a six-year relationship, dies of cancer in Toulon. 
October 22, 1954  Four Silesian Songs for four violins by Witold Lutoslawski (41) is performed for the 
first time, in Warsaw. 
October 23, 1954  Agreements are signed in Paris by foreign ministers of 15 nations.  They restore 
sovereignty to West Germany, bring Italy and West Germany into the Western European Union and 
provide for limited German rearmament, admit West Germany into NATO while expanding the 
powers of the supreme commander and further integrating the various forces, and creating a 
“European” status for the Saarland.  The Saar will be politically autonomous within the Western 
European Union, while retaining economic ties to France. 
String Quartet no.2 by Karel Husa (33) is performed for the first time, in Paris. 
Poèmes pour la paix, a cycle for voice and piano by Ned Rorem to words of various authors, is 
performed for the first time, the composer at the piano on his 31st birthday. 
October 25, 1954  Yugoslavia completes occupation of Zone B of Trieste. 
October 26, 1954  British and US officials turn over Zone A of Trieste to Italian troops.  Despite bad 
weather, joyous celebrations ensue by the Italian citizenry. 
Eight shots are fired at Egyptian Prime Minister Gamal Abdel Nasser as he addresses a rally in 
Alexandria.  Four members of the Moslem Brotherhood are arrested. 
The Jewish Theological Seminary of New York confers on Ernest Bloch (73) an honorary Doctor of 
Letters. 
A federal judge in New York sentences 13 Puerto Rican communists to six years in prison for 
seditious conspiracy. 
October 27, 1954  The Symphony of the Air gives its first major concert, in Carnegie Hall, New York.  
The NBC Symphony, defunct since the retirement of Arturo Toscanini, is reconstituted in this form 
by its musicians.  The concert is given without conductor. 
October 29, 1954  Nicolaas Christiaan Havenga replaces Daniel François Malan as acting Prime 
Minister of South Africa. 
October 30, 1954  Desegregation of the United States Armed Forces is complete. 
Euphony for Orchestra by Robert Ward (37) is performed for the first time, in Louisville.  Also 
premiered is A Carol on Twelfth Night for orchestra by William Bergsma (33). 
October 31, 1954  Nine people are killed in fighting between Tunisian nationalists and French troops  
near Gafsa. 



November 1, 1954  Chinese aircraft attack Tachin Islands off Chekiang Province. 
All French possessions in the subcontinent are turned over to Indian administration. 
The Algerian National Liberation Front begins its war of independence with several small attacks on 
French installations throughout the country.  Nine Frenchmen are killed. 
Major General Fulgencio Batista and his followers are swept back into power in Cuba. 
November 2, 1954  900 French troops are sent to Algeria in response to terrorist attacks. 
Guildhall in London is reopened after repair of war damage. 
Congressional elections in the United States see a gain of two seats in the Senate and 19 in the House 
of Representatives for the Democratic Party, giving them control of both. 
November 3, 1954  Henri Matisse dies in Nice at the age of 84. 
November 4, 1954  The first of the major Nuremberg defendants is freed.  Konstantin von Neurath, 
Protector of Bohemia and Moravia, is released for health reasons after serving eight years of a 15-year 
sentence. 
November 5, 1954  Representatives of Japan and Burma sign peace and reparations treaties in 
Rangoon.  Japan will give Burma $250,000,000 worth of manufactured goods, loans and technological 
aid over ten years. 
Many nationalist leaders throughout Algeria are arrested by French authorities, their organizations 
banned, as a result of the attacks of November 1. 
Divertimento on Sellinger’s Round  for chamber orchestra by Michael Tippett (49) is performed for the 
first time, in the Zürich Tonhalle. 
November 6, 1954  Festive Overture  op.96 for orchestra by Dmitri Shostakovich (48) is performed for 
the first time, in the Bolshoy Theater, Moscow for the 37th anniversary of the October Revolution. 
November 7, 1954  Soviet fighters shoot down a US reconnaissance plane off Hokkaido Island, Japan.  
One member of the crew is killed. 
French police raid suspected nationalist centers in Algeria, capturing 196 people. 
Suite cisalpine op.332 for cello and orchestra by Darius Milhaud (62) is performed for the first time, in 
Paris. 
November 8, 1954  Security forces in Kenya begin an offensive against Mau Maus north of Nairobi. 
Concertino op.94 and Tarantella, both for two pianos four-hands by Dmitri Shostakovich (48) are 
performed for the first time, in Moscow Conservatory Malyi Hall.  Playing one of the parts is the 
composer’s 14-year-old son, Maxim. 
November 10, 1954  French troops seal the border between Algeria and Tunisia. 
Hossein Fatemi, foreign minister in the Mossadegh government, is executed by firing squad in 
Teheran.  He was convicted of treason in the attempted overthrow of the Shah in 1953. 
November 12, 1954  Ellis Island closes.  In almost 63 years it has processed 20,000,000 immigrants. 
November 13, 1954  The first of five episodes of War in the Air with music by Roberto Gerhard (58) is 
shown on British television. 
November 14, 1954  Mainland Chinese vessels sink a Taiwanese destroyer-escort north of the Tachen 
Islands.  28 people are killed. 
The Revolutionary Council of Egypt removes Major General Mohammed Neguib from the 
presidency.  They charge that he plotted with the Moslem Brotherhood to kill Prime Minister Gamal 
Abdel Nasser. 
Leonard Bernstein (36) gives his first television lecture on the CBS Omnibus program. 
Menelaus on the Beach at Pharos for voice and piano by Ralph Vaughan Williams (82) to words of his 
wife Ursula Vaughan Williams, is performed for the first time, at Cornell University, Ithaca, New 
York. 
Symphonic Epigram for orchestra by Roy Harris (56) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves 
of CBS radio originating in Carnegie Hall, New York. 



Little Piano Book op.60 by Vincent Persichetti (39) is performed for the first time, at Philadelphia 
Conservatory by his daughter Lauren. 
November 15, 1954  Musiche di scena per “Come vi Piace” di William Shakespeare for baritone, piccolo, 
clarinet, bass clarinet, trumpet, guitar and percussion by Luigi Nono (30) is performed for the first 
time, in Berlin. 
November 17, 1954  Gamal Abdel Nasser replaces Mohammed Neguib as president of Egypt. 
Fantasy for piano and orchestra by Roy Harris (56) is performed for the first time, in Hartford, 
Connecticut, the composer conducting. 
Ahavah, a symphonic eulogy for narrator and orchestra by David Diamond (39), is performed for the 
first time, in Washington. 
November 18, 1954  A Poem in Cycles and Bells for tape and orchestra by Otto Luening (54) and 
Vladimir Ussachevsky (43) is performed for the first time, in Los Angeles. 
November 19, 1954  The United States and Canada announce a plan to construct a line of radar 
stations from Alaska to Greenland.  Called the Distant Early Warning (DEW) line, it will warn of the 
approach of attacking Soviet planes or missles across the North Pole. 
Sammy Davis Jr. loses his left eye in an automobile accident near San Bernadino, California. 
November 20, 1954  The Little Black Boy for voice and piano by Henry Cowell (57) to words of Blake is 
performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
November 23, 1954  A Chinese military court hands down prison sentences of from 4 years to life to 
eleven US airmen and two civilians found guilty of spying.  Nine Chinese accused of aiding the 
Americans are sentenced to death or life imprisonment. 
November 25, 1954  The Fiery Angel op.37, an opera by Sergei Prokofiev (†1) after Bryusov, is 
performed completely for the first time, in a concert setting at the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris.  
See June 14, 1928. 
Heart’s Music for chorus by Ralph Vaughan Williams (82) to words of Campion is performed for the 
first time, in the Church of St. Sepulchre, Holborn, London. 
November 26, 1954  Concerto for orchestra by Witold Lutoslawski (41) is performed for the first time, 
in Warsaw. 
November 27, 1954  Alger Hiss is released from federal prison in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania after 
serving 44 months of a five-year sentence for perjury.  He is given time off for good behavior. 
November 28, 1954  Adventure for flute, clarinet, horn, harp and various non-western instruments by 
Samuel Barber (44) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of NBC television, the composer 
conducting.  The non-western instruments are taken from the collection of the Museum of Natural 
History, New York. 
November 29, 1954  Sonatine for oboe and piano op.337 by Darius Milhaud (62) is performed for the 
first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
November 30, 1954  Johannes Gerhardus Strijdom replaces Nicolaas Christiaan Havenga as Prime 
Minister of South Africa. 
Trio for violin, cello and piano by Leon Kirchner (35) is performed for the first time, in Pasadena, 
California, the composer at the keyboard. 
December 2, 1954  A mutual defense treaty between the United States and Taiwan is signed in 
Washington. 
Eight eastern European nations sign a declaration to form a defense pact similar to NATO if West 
Germany is rearmed. 
Arthur Honegger (62) is raised to the rank of Grand Officer in the Legion of Honor. 
The US Senate votes 67-22 to condemn (not censure) Joseph McCarthy for conduct unbecoming a 
senator. 



Déserts for 14 winds, piano, five percussionists and two-track tape by Edgar Varèse (70), is performed 
for the first time, at the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris, and broadcast live.  Pierre Henry (26) is in 
charge of the tape.  A scandal ensues with audience members of differing opinions hurling insults 
during the performance.  These turn to fisticuffs and wrestling matches with some patrons 
attempting unsuccessfully to use seats as weapons.  The office of Prime Minister Pierre Mendès-
France is inundated with telephone calls from angry listeners trying to get the music or the broadcast 
stopped.  An order is given to R.T.F. to stop the broadcast, but the order is ignored. 
December 3, 1954  Johannes Gerardus Strijdom replaces Daniel Malan as prime minister of the Union 
of South Africa. 
Troilus and Cressida, a opera by William Walton (52) to words of Hassall, is performed for the first 
time, at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.  Reviews are generally good but many are 
disappointed, calling it “old fashioned.”  See November 12, 1976. 
Prayers of Kierkegaard op.30 for soprano, alto, tenor, chorus and orchestra by Samuel Barber (44) is 
performed for the first time, in Symphony Hall, Boston. 
December 4, 1954  Nina Vasilyevna Varzar, wife of Dmitri Shostakovich (48) undergoes an 
emergency operation on a cancerous colon, in Yerevan, Armenia.  Traveling from Moscow, the 
composer arrives to find her in a coma after surgery.  She dies today.  Though they each had an open 
liaison with another person, their marriage was relatively harmonious. 
December 6, 1954  Simone de Beauvoir receives the Goncourt Prize for Les Mandarins. 
December 7, 1954  Six members of the Moslem Brotherhood are hanged for plotting to overthrow the 
government of Egyptian Prime Minister Gamal Abdel Nasser. 
December 8, 1954  Six days after the “scandale”, Edgard Varèse’s (70) Déserts is given its second 
performance in a studio broadcast over Nord deutsche Rundfunk in Hamburg.  Bruno Maderna (34) 
conducts the orchestra and Karlheinz Stockhausen (26) oversees the tape.  Also on the program is 
Stockhausen’s Kontra-Punkte and the premiere of Maderna’s Composizione in 3 tempi. 
December 9, 1954  Ichiro Hatoyama replaces Shigeru Yoshida as prime minister of Japan. 
December 10, 1954  The UN General Assembly votes 47-5-7 to condemn China for imprisoning 
eleven US airmen in violation of the Korean armistice agreement.  They instruct Secretary-General 
Dag Hammarskjöld to immediately seek their release. 
December 11, 1954  Symphony no.3 by Carlos Chávez (55) is performed for the first time, in Caracas, 
under the baton of the composer. 
December 15, 1954  The Netherlands grants full autonomy to the Nethelands Antilles and Surinam. 
December 16, 1954  H. T. Hall of General Electric Research Laboratories produces the first synthetic 
diamond. 
Aaron Copland (54) is elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
December 17, 1954  Symphony no.4 op.51 by Vincent Persichetti (39) is performed for the first time, in 
Philadelphia. 
December 18, 1954  NATO ministers meeting in Paris authorize military commanders to base their 
planning for the defense of western Europe on the availability of nuclear weapons. 
Henry Cowell’s (57) dance music Changing Woman, to a scenario by Erdman, is performed for the first 
time, in San Francisco. 
December 19, 1954  A special committee of the US House of Representatives concludes that the 
Rockefeller, Carnegie, Ford and other large charitable foundations “have directly supported 
subversion.” 
December 20, 1954  The independence of Cambodia is recognized by France. 
Giovanni d’Arco al rogo, a film with music by Arthur Honegger (62), is released in Italy. 
December 21, 1954  In a nationally notorious case, Dr. Samuel Sheppard is found guilty in a 
Cleveland court of murdering his wife on July 4.  He is sentenced to life in prison. 



December 23, 1954  40 members of the Moslem Brotherhood are sentenced to jail terms for conspiring 
to kill Prime Minister Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt and take over the government. 
The first successful kidney transplant in humans is conducted by Dr. John P. Merrill at Peter Bent 
Brigham Hospital in Boston.  Richard Herrick (23) receives a kidney from his identical twin, Ronald.  
Richard Herrick will live seven more years, finally succumbing to congestive heart failure caused by 
his original kidney disease. 
December 27, 1954  The Saint of Blecker Street, a music drama by Gian-Carlo Menotti (43) to his own 
words, is performed for the first time, in the Broadway Theater, New York.  It receives mixed 
reviews.  See May 2, 1955. 
December 28, 1954  Five members of the Moslem Brotherhood are sentenced to death for conspiring 
to kill Prime Minister Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt and take over the government. 
A Wreath for Waits for chorus by Ulysses Kay (37) to anonymous words is performed for the first time, 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
December 29, 1954  117 members of the Moslem Brotherhood are sentenced to jail terms for 
conspiring to kill Prime Minister Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt and take over the government. 
The Netherlands Antilles are made an autonomous part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
December 30, 1954  The French National Assembly ratifies the agreements to rearm West Germany 
and bring it into the Western European Union. 
Incidental music to Lavrenev’s play Lermontov by Aram Khachaturian (51) is performed for the first 
time, in Moscow. 
January 1, 1955  The oil pipeline from Suez to Cairo passes from British to Egyptian control. 
Universal health insurance goes into effect in Sweden. 
Structure II for two cellos by Morton Feldman (28) is performed for the first time, in the Charles Egan 
Gallery, New York.  Also premiered are Feldman’s Extensions 5 for two cellos and Three Pieces for 
Piano. 
January 2, 1955  Prime Minister Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt commutes the death sentences passé 
on December 28 to life imprisonment. 
Ruben Miro shoots Panamanian President José Antonio Remón to death at a racetrack in Panama 
City.  Two other people are killed in the ensuing gun battle.  The attacker escapes. 
January 3, 1955  The US government announces that 3,000 people were fired from government 
service between June, 1953 and October, 1954 because of their political beliefs. 
Senator Joseph McCarthy convenes his last hearing as chairman of the Senate Investigations 
Subcommittee.  The chair will soon pass to Democrats, who won a majority in last year’s election. 
José Ramón Guizado replaces José Antonio Remón as President of Panama.  The Panamanian 
Congress suspends certain civil liberties while about 70 people are rounded up for questioning. 
January 4, 1955  Six Moroccan nationalists convicted of terrorism are executed by firing squad near 
Casablanca. 
January 5, 1955  UN Secretary-General  Dag Hammarskjöld arrives in Peking to try to negotiate the 
release of eleven US airmen held by China as spies. 
January 7, 1955  Marian Anderson makes her Metropolitan Opera debut as Ulrica in Giuseppe 
Verdi’s (†53) Un ballo in maschera.  She is the first black lead in the company’s history. 
Symphony no.6 “Fantaisies symphoniques” by Bohuslav Martinu (64) is performed for the first time, in 
Boston, the celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
January 10, 1955  600 Chinese bombers attack the Tachin Islands. 
UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld and Chinese Prime Minister Chou En-lai complete talks on 
the fate of eleven US airmen held by China as spies. 
Aria and Tarantelle for cello and piano by Robert Ward (37) is performed for the first time, in the 
Textile Museum, Washington. 



January 12, 1955  Ernest MacMillan (61) resigns as conductor of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, 
effective at the conclusion of the 1955-56 season. 
January 14, 1955  The government of South Africa announces its intention to forcibly remove 178,000 
Blacks out of Western Cape Province. 
Senator Joseph McCarthy says on the floor of the US Senate that some Democrats are patriotic but the 
“Truman-Acheson branch of the party certainly has coddled, covered up and nurtured treason.” 
Two works by Heitor Villa-Lobos (67) are performed for the first time, in Philadelphia, the composer 
conducting:  Symphony no.8 and Concerto for harp and orchestra. 
January 15, 1955  Ruben Miro confesses to the murder of Panamanian President José Antonio Remón 
on January 2.  He implicates current President José Ramón Guizado in the plot, along with Guizado’s 
son and Miro’s business partner, Rudolfo Saint Malo.  Miro claims that Guizado offered him the post 
of Minister of Government and Justice if he killed Remón.  The National Assembly of Panama 
removes President José Ramón Guizado from office.  Ricardo Arias Espinosa is sworn in to succeed 
him. 
The Paulo Affonso hydroelectric dam is opened on the Säo Francisco River near Salvador, Brazil.  It 
will provide power to eight states. 
From Jewish Folk Poetry, a cycle for three solo voices and piano by Dmitri Shostakovich (48) is 
performed publicly for the first time, in Glinka Concert Hall, Leningrad, the composer at the 
keyboard.  See See September 25, 1948 and February 19, 1964. 
January 17, 1955  Short Pieces for string quartet or string orchestra by Ernst Krenek (54) is performed 
for the first time, in the Basel Konservatoriumssaal. 
January 18, 1955  Chinese forces capture Yikiangshan, 13 km north of the Tachin Islands. 
The British Governor-General of Kenya offers leniency (including no death penalty) to Mau Mau 
leaders who surrender.  European settlers are aghast. 
For the second time, a federal judge in Washington throws out a charge of perjury against Prof. Owen 
Lattimore.  He was charged with lying about communist affiliations in 1952.  The judge calls the 
charges “so formless and obscure [as to} make a mockery of the Sixth Amendment.”  Five counts of 
perjury still remain in force against Lattimore. 
January 19, 1955  200 Chinese aircraft attack the Tachin Islands.  Planes from Taiwan retaliate in the 
areas of Amoy and Swatow. 
US President Dwight Eisenhower gives a press conference in the Indian Treaty Room of the White 
House.  For the first time, a presidential news conference is televised. 
January 21, 1955  Einar Gerhardsen replaces Oscar Torp as prime minister of Norway. 
January 24, 1955  President Eisenhower asks Congress for authority to use United States forces to 
defend Taiwan and the Pescadores and to attack nearby Chinese positions. 
January 25, 1955  The USSR formally ends its state of war with Germany. 
January 26, 1955  Dr. Charles Hard Townes of Columbia University demonstrates his atomic clock, 
called a maser (microwave amplification by stimulated emission of radiation) in New York.  He 
claims it will lose only one second every 300 years. 
January 27, 1955  The US Air Force announces that a fighter-bomber wing is being transferred from 
Okinawa and the Philippines to Taiwan. 
The Midsummer Marriage, an opera by Michael Tippett (50) to his own words, is performed for the first 
time, at Covent Garden. 
January 28, 1955  Canticle III “Still Falls the Rain--The Raids, 1940--Night and Dawn”  for solo voice, 
horn and piano by Benjamin Britten (41) to words of Edith Sitwell, is performed for the first time, in 
Wigmore Hall, London, by Peter Pears, Denis Brain and the composer. 
January 29, 1955  Prime Minister Hans Hedtoft of Denmark dies of a heart attack in Stockholm. 
Congress authorizes President Eisenhower to defend Taiwan and its offshore islands. 



January 31, 1955  The Committee for Reforming the Chinese Written Language announces a “draft 
plan for the simplifying of Chinese characters.” 
In an affidavit filed in New York, ex-Communist Harvey Matusow admitted that he lied repeatedly 
as a witness for the government in trials and before Congressional Committees.  He reveals in a 
forthcoming book, False Witness, that Roy Cohn, former chief counsel for Senator McCarthy’s 
Investigations Subcommittee, helped him concoct testimony. 
High Schools in St. Louis are racially desegregated without incident. 
February 1, 1955  Hans Christian Hansen replaces Hans Hedtoft as prime minister of Denmark. 
The US and France announce ratification of the SEATO treaty. 
Octet for woodwinds by Peter Maxwell Davies (20) is performed for the first time, in London. 
February 2, 1955  David, an opera by Darius Milhaud (62) to words of Lunel, commissioned to 
celebrate the 3,000 years since the establishment of Jerusalem as the capital of Judea, is staged for the 
first time, in Teatro alla Scala, Milan.  See June 1, 1954. 
February 4, 1955  The government of Pakistan announces its intention to end dominion status and 
become a republic. 
Piano Quintet op.66 by Vincent Persichetti (39) is performed for the first time, at the Library of 
Congress, Washington, the composer at the keyboard. 
February 5, 1955  The French National Assembly votes no-confidence in the North Africa policy of 
Prime Minister Pierre Mendès-France.  The government falls. 
Cello Concerto no.2 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (67) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
February 7, 1955  President René Coty of France asks Antoine Pinay to form a new government. 
February 8, 1955  Georgi Maksimilianovich Malenkov resigns as Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the USSR and is replaced by Nikolai Alyeksandrovich Bulganin.  Malenkov favored 
consumer goods over heavy industry. 
The South African government bans all public gatherings in Johannesburg for 20 days to prevent 
violence in connection with the first forced resettlement of Blacks to outside the city limits. 
February 9, 1955  The eleven-kilometer-long Metropolitana opens in Rome.  It is the first subway in 
Italy. 
Of Identity, a ballet by Otto Luening (54) and Vladimir Ussachevsky (43), is performed publicly for the 
first time, at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, New York. 
February 10, 1955  The British Parliament defeats a Labour motion to suspend the death penalty for 
five years. 
The government of Argentina fires 101 Roman Catholic priests who have been teaching in public 
schools. 
In federal court in New York, ex-Communist Harvey Matusow testifies that Roy Cohn (then Asst. US 
Attorney) helped him develop false testimony in a 1952 trial of alleged Communists. 
Over the next nine days, witnesses who linked publisher/broadcaster Edward Lamb of Erie, 
Pennsylvania with communists recant their testimony before the Federal Communications 
Commission. 
February 11, 1955  US sea and air forces complete the evacuation of the Tachin Islands by 10,000 
Taiwanese troops, 4,000 guerrillas and 14,500 civilians. 
Two affidavits are introduced in federal court in New York wherein Harvey Matusow retracts his 
testimony before congressional committees that many employees of the New York Times and Time 
magazine are communists.  He says that “my manner of presentation and my theme was 
encouragede by [and] at the behest of Senator McCarthy.” 
February 12, 1955  President Eisenhower agrees to send American advisors to help train the South 
Vietnamese army.  A US general takes over responsibility for training and reorganizing the military. 
Eleven Transparencies for orchestra by Ernst Krenek (54) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 



February 13, 1955  China announces that it has liberated the Tachin Islands, Yashan Islands and the 
Peishan Islands. 
Silhouette, a song for voice and piano by Leonard Bernstein (36) to words of the composer after a 
Lebanese folk song, is performed for the first time, in the National Gallery of Art, Washington. 
February 14, 1955  The United Nations suspends efforts to negotiate a cease-fire in the Chinese civil 
war because the mainland government refuses to take part. 
The US Supreme Court approves a lower court ruling that a Jewish couple may not adopt a child 
born to a Roman Catholic mother. 
February 15, 1955  China approves conscription regulations making 80 million men liable for service. 
Dance Preludes for clarinet and orchestra by Witold Lutoslawski (42) is performed for the first time, in 
Warsaw.  See November 10, 1959. 
French President René Coty asks Pierre Pflimlin to form a government after the failure of Antoine 
Pinay. 
The British government announces a plan to build at least twelve nuclear power plants over the next 
ten years. 
The US Atomic Energy Commission reports that fallout from the March 1954 hydogen bomb test at 
Bikini Atoll spread contamination over an area of 18,000 square kilimeters.  But they say that 
contamination risk can be greatly reduced by seeking shelter and taking “simple decontamination 
measures.” 
The Little Song that Wanted to be a Symphony for speaker, three women singers and orchestra by 
William Grant Still (59) to words of his wife, Verna Avery, is performed for the first time, in Bailey 
Auditorium, Jackson, Mississippi. 
February 16, 1955  Former President of Panama José Ramón Guizado is indicted in the murder of his 
predecessor, José Antonio Remon last month. 
Scientists for General Electric reveal in Schenectady, New York, that they have artificially created 
diamonds of industrial quality. 
February 17, 1955  The British government announces that it will develop a hydrogen bomb as a 
deterrent to war. 
February 18, 1955  Taiwanese and Chinese sea and air forces battle near the Taishan Islands.  Taiwan 
claims a major victory.  Further sea battles continue for five more days. 
Poland officially ends its state of war with Germany. 
The United States begins a series of tests at their Nevada proving grounds of “small” atomic 
weapons, not more than 15 kilotons. 
Violin Concerto no.2 by Ernst Krenek (54) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Westdeutsche Rundfunk, Cologne. 
Symphony no.5 “Sinfonia sacra” by Howard Hanson (58) is performed for the first time, in 
Philadelphia. 
Piano Trio no.2 by Ross Lee Finney (48) is performed for the first time, in Coolidge Auditorium of the 
Library of Congress, Washington. 
February 21, 1955  In federal court in New York, Harvey Matusow testifies that he believes Elizabeth 
Bentley, star witness at many trials of alleged communists, lied under oath.  He says this is based on 
“conversations with her.”  He also admit he took money from Republicans to make speeches linking 
two Democratic senators with communists. 
Four Russian Songs for soprano, flute, harp and guitar by Igor Stravinsky (72) are performed for the 
first time, in Los Angeles. 
February 22, 1955  In federal court in New York, Harvey Matusow testifies that Senator Joseph 
McCarthy knew that his charges against alleged communists were false and actively encouraged him.  
Senator McCarthy denies the charges. 



February 23, 1955  As China begins shelling Quemoy and Matsu, the Nationalist government 
evacuates the Nanchi Islands, 200 km north of Taiwan. 
Foreign ministers of the eight SEATO nations begin their first conference, in Bangkok. 
Edgar Faure replaces his fellow Radical Party member Pierre Mendès-France as Prime Minister of 
France. 
Variazioni for chamber orchestra by Luciano Berio (29) is performed for the first time, in Hamburg. 
February 24, 1955  Leaders of Turkey and Iraq sign a mutual defense treaty in Baghdad.  They call on 
Iran, Pakistan, Arab League countries, the US and UK to join the pact. 
February 26, 1955  Four of the 15 pièces pour cor et piano op.180/1, 9, 10, 13 by Charles Koechlin (†4) 
are performed for the first time, in Brussels. 
February 27, 1955  National elections in Japan see the Democratic Party winning the most seats.  They 
will rule in coalition with the Liberal Party. 
Two US citizens are released by China in Hong Kong after 3 ½ years in prison charged with 
espionage. 
After a contentious debate, the West German Bundestag ratifies the Paris agreements on rearmament 
and the Saar. 
February 28, 1955  King Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia announces his abdication, effective March 
2, as a protest against opponents of his pro-western policy.  He turns the throne over to his father, 
Prince Suramarit. 
The US State Department rejects protests by Jewish War Veterans and the New York local of the 
American Federation of Musicians against the current tour of the Berlin Philharmonic.  The protesters 
claim that conductor Herbert von Karajan and business manager Gerhard von Westerman are ex-
Nazis.  The State Department says they were both cleared by denazification courts. 
March 1, 1955  President Juan Perón of Argentina removes the governors of three provinces for 
“noncooperation” with his regime. 
March 2, 1955  Ex-communist Harvey Matusow tells a US Senate committee that he probably had 
testified falsely about “every one” of the 244 people he accused of communist associations before 
Congress. 
Bus Stop by William Inge opens at the Music Box Theater, New York. 
March 4, 1955  Dance Rhythms op.58 for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger (69) is performed for the 
first time, in Albany, Georgia. 
March 6, 1955  The CBS television network broadcasts a performance of the opera The Mighty Casey 
by William Schuman (44) and Jeremy Gury on their Omnibus program.  Schuman has encouraged the 
Broadway producer Alfred de Liagre to watch as an audition for possible stage performance in New 
York. 
March 7, 1955  Broadway producer Alfred de Liagre writes to William Schuman (44) about the 
televised broadcast of The Mighty Casey:  “Wholesale premeditated massacre—that’s what it was.  I 
can’t remember, on screen and off, ever having seen a first rate work so completely horsed up and 
loused up in every department as your and Jerry’s was yesterday afternoon.  If you decided to launch 
litigation against the Omnibus people, which I hope you will, you can count on me as a full time 
witness.”  (Polisi, 195) 
March 10, 1955  Ten Puerto Rican nationalists are convicted in federal court in New York of seditious 
conspiracy.  One is acquitted. 
March 11, 1955  Sun, Moon, Stars and Man for unison chorus and strings by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
(82) to words of Wood, is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, Birmingham. 
March 12, 1955  China announces the formation of the Tibet Autonomous Region to be headed by the 
Dalai Lama. 



A man with a knife jumps onto the running board of the car of Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in 
Nagpur.  Nehru pushes the man off and he is arrested. 
A federal judge in El Paso, Texas holds Harvey Matusow in comtempt of court for recanting 
testimony he gave against union official Clinton Jencks.  Matusow will be sentenced to three years in 
prison.  The judge refuses to grant Jencks a new trial. 
Charlie Parker dies in New York. 
Prelude on Three Welsh Hymn Tunes for brass band by Ralph Vaughan Williams (82) is performed for 
the first time, over the airwaves of the BBC. 
March 14, 1955  Night for baritone, female chorus and chamber ensemble by Ben Johnston to words of 
Robinson Jeffers is performed for the first time, at the University of Illinois, on the eve of the 
composer’s 29th birthday. 
March 16, 1955  Aneurin Bevan is expelled from the Parliamentary Labour Party for disloyalty to 
party leader Clement Atlee. 
Night Creature for jazz orchestra and symphony orchestra by Duke Ellington (55) is performed for the 
first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York. 
March 19, 1955  Erich Kleiber resigns as music director of the Berlin State Opera saying that curbs on 
freedoms under the communists are like those of the Nazis. 
March 20, 1955  Concerto for clarinet and chamber group by Ralph Shapey (34) is performed for the 
first time, in Kaufman Auditorium of the 92nd Street Y, New York, conducted by the composer. 
Transitions for orchestra by Colin McPhee (55) is performed for the first time, in Vancouver and 
broadcast throughout the country. 
March 21, 1955  On the 270th birthday of Johann Sebastian Bach, Olivier Messiaen (46) plays the 
French premiere of his Livre d’orgue at the Trinité, Paris.  The organizer of the concert, Pierre Boulez 
(29) expected only about 50 people to attend and planned for them to enter through a small door on 
the side of the church.  A large number of people showed up and Messiaen gained admittance to the 
building only with great difficulty.  Among those taking part in the crush is the Paris chief of police, 
there purely as a music lover. 
March 22, 1955  Nikolai Alyeksandrovich Mikhailov replaces Georgi Fyodorovich Alyeksandrov as 
minister of culture for the USSR. 
An atomic weapons test in Nevada sent a radioactive cloud over Las Vegas.  Officials deny that 
residents of the city are in any danger. 
March 23, 1955  Four Dialogues for soprano, tenor and two pianos by Ned Rorem (31) to words of 
O’Hara, is performed for the first time, at the Palazzo of Contessa Mimi Pecci-Blunt, in Rome, the 
composer at the keyboard. 
March 24, 1955  Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams opens in the Morosco Theater, New 
York. 
March 25, 1955  The US Customs Service confiscates over 500 copies of Howl by Alan Ginsburg, 
which were printed in Great Britain, saying the work is obscene.  The publisher, Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti, will be found innocent of the charge and claim that the Customs Service did more for the 
sales of the poem than any group of critics ever could. 
March 26, 1955  The cabinet of Pakistan approves the unification of four provinces and ten princely 
states in West Pakistan. 
100,000 people march on Brussels to protest cuts in government aid to Catholic schools.  They are 
dispersed by police. 
Canti per 13 for 13 instruments by Luigi Nono (31) is performed for the first time, in Paris, conducted 
by Pierre Boulez on the conductor’s 30th birthday. 
March 27, 1955  Governor-General Ghulam Mohammed of Pakistan declares a state of emergency 
and grants himself special powers. 



The French Council of the Republic approves of the four treaties on German rearmament and the 
Saar. 
Mottete zur Opferung, zür das ganze Kirchenjahr for chorus by Ernst Krenek (54) is performed for the 
first time, in Basel. 
From a Lost Continent  for chorus and orchestra by William Grant Still (59) is performed for the first 
time, over the airwaves of Flemish Belgian Radio, originating in Brussels.  See May 22, 1953. 
Three Pieces After Blake for soprano and orchestra by Ulysses Kay (38) is performed for the first time, 
at Cooper Union, New York. 
Music for Orchestra op.50 by Wallingford Riegger (69) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
March 28, 1955  Sonata for violin by Peter Sculthorpe (25) is performed for the first time,, in Assembly 
Hall, Melbourne. 
The semi-official Buenos Aires daily Democracia attacks the Roman Catholic church, calling its 
leadership a “worn-out oligarchy” and an “insidious enemy” of President Juan Perón. 
Dirge in Woods for voice and piano by Aaron Copland (54) to words of Meredith, written for Nadia 
Boulanger (67) on the occasion of her 50th anniversary year as a teacher, is performed publicly for the 
first time, in Carnegie Hall. 
March 29, 1955  Rebel Binh Xuyen forces attack Saigon police headquarters.  South Vietnamese army 
troops are brought into the battle which lasts over three hours.  26 people are killed, 122 injured 
before a truce is arranged by French Commissioner-General Paul Ely. 
Former President of Panama José Ramón Guizado is found guilty by the National Assembly of 
complicity in the murder of his predecessor, José Antonio Remón.  He is sentenced to six years, eight 
months in prison. 
Eve in the Future, a ballet for magnetic tape by Toru Takemitsu (24), is performed for the first time, in 
Roppongi Haiyuza, Tokyo. 
March 30, 1955  The New York World-Telegram & Sun reports that none of the 440,000 children who 
received the Salk anti-polio serum last year contracted the disease.  A report currently being prepared 
will declare the vaccine a success. 
March 31, 1955  East Germany raises tolls on roads approaching West Berlin by eleven times. 
April 1, 1955  The US Senate ratifies the German treaties, one for sovereignty and one for NATO 
membership. 
April 2, 1955  The US government issues exit visas to 76 Chinese students who have been held in the 
country since the beginning of the Korean War. 
April 4, 1955  Great Britain signs the Bagdad Pact defense treaty, joining Turkey and Iraq. 
Two of the 12 petites pièces très faciles op.208 for piano by Charles Koechlin (†4) are performed for the 
first time, over the airwaves of BBC Radio 3. 
Igor Stravinsky’s (72) Greeting Prelude for orchestra, composed to celebrate the 80th birthday of Pierre 
Monteux, is performed for the first time, in Boston. 
Pensée amicale op.342 for strings by Darius Milhaud (62) is performed for the first time, in Boston. 
April 5, 1955  Herbert von Karajan is officially named conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic. 
The governor of Mississippi signs into law a bill providing for fines and jail sentences for white 
students who attend schools with blacks. 
April 6, 1955  Sir Anthony Eden replaces Sir Winston Churchill as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. 
April 8, 1955  China officially ends its state of war with Germany. 
April 11, 1955  A plane carrying an Indian crew, seven or eight Chinese journalists and one North 
Vietnamese delegate to the Bandung conference crashes off Borneo on a flight from Hong Kong to 
Djakarta.  China alleges sabotage at Hong Kong by the United States and nationalist agents 



attempting to assassinate Chinese delegates.  An Indonesian investigation will reveal that a bomb 
was placed in the wheel well. 
April 12, 1955  On the tenth anniversary of the death of Franklin Roosevelt, at a press conference in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, Dr. Thomas Francis announces that the year-long field trial of the Salk polio 
vaccine has been successful. 
US President Eisenhower approves an agreement to share atomic military information, but not 
weapons, with the NATO allies. 
The Gadfly, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich (48), is shown for the first time. 
The Saint of Bleecker Street by Gian Carlo Menotti (43) wins the New York Drama Critics Circle Award 
as Best Musical of the year. 
April 13, 1955  Prime Minister Faure of France announces his governments decision not to produce 
atomic weapons. 
April 14, 1955  Prime Minister Imre Nagy of Hungary is removed from office because he “represents 
ideas which are controversial to the interest” of the country. 
April 15, 1955  After a three-day meeting in Moscow, Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov issue a joint communiqué.  The USSR offers to conclude an 
Austrian peace treaty with the other three wartime victors.  They agree to the withdrawal of all 
foreign troops, return of all property and lenient reparations in return for strict Austrian neutrality. 
The Soviet periodical Vechernaya Moskva announces that the Soviet government will develop an earth-
orbiting sattelite. 
US Attorney General Herbert Brownell announces that the government will stop using ex-
communists as paid “consultants” but will continue to use them as witnesses in specific cases. 
Song for a Spring Festival for chorus by Ralph Vaughan Williams (82) to words of his wife, Ursula 
Vaughan Williams, is performed for the first time, in Dorking Halls, Dorking, the composer 
conducting. 
The first McDonald’s restaurant opens in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
April 18, 1955  A conference of Asian and African states opens at Bandung, Indonesia attended by 25 
countries.  In his opening remarks, President Sukarno first uses the phrase “third world.” 
Elements of the Binh Xuyen army fire on South Vietnamese army units in Saigon, two days before the 
end of the truce asked by Head of State Bao Dai. 
András Hegedüs replaces Imre Nagy replaces as Prime Minister of Hungary.   
Physical Review receives an article from Albert Ghiorso, Bernard Harvey, Gregory Choppin, Stanley 
Thompson, and Glenn Seaborg which describes their discovery of element 101, Mendelevium.  It will 
be published in the June issue. 
Albert Einstein dies in Princeton, New Jersey at the age of 76. 
April 19, 1955  Volkswagen of America, Inc. is established in Englewood, New Jersey.  It will provide 
the first real competition to the “Big Three” automobile makers in the United States. 
Ideas and Transformations no.1 for violin and viola by Kenneth Gaburo (28) is performed for the first 
time, in Rome. 
April 20, 1955  Harvey Matusow testifies before a US Senate committee that Roy Cohn, chief counsel 
of Senator McCarthy’s committee, coached him in his fabrications about Communists in the 
government.  He said Cohn “tops me and takes it in spades” as a liar. 
April 21, 1955  Inherit the Wind, a play by Lawrence and Lee, opens at the National Theater, New 
York. 
April 22, 1955  A treaty is signed between China and Indonesia governing the status of ethnic 
Chinese in Indonesia. 
Tunisian leaders sign an agreement with Fench Prime Minister Edgar Faure in Paris outlining the 
terms of autonomy in Tunisia. 



April 24, 1955  The Bandung Conference closes adopting, the Declaration on the Problems of 
Dependent Peoples and a Declaration on the Promotion of World Peace and Cooperation. 
April 25, 1955  The Binh Xuyen army threatens a revolt unless South Vietnam’s Head of State, Bao 
Dai, removes Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem from office. 
Primrose, duets for soprano, alto, violin and piano after Moravian folk poetry by Bohuslav Martinu 
(64), is performed for the first time, in Brno. 
April 26, 1955  Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem of South Vietnam names Nguyen Ngoc Le head of the 
National Police force, replacing a Binh Xuyen member.  Street fighting begins again in Saigon 
between the national army and Binh Xuyen elements. 
April 27, 1955  Shortly after a 2:30 pm deadline for Binh Xuyen forces to evacuate Saigon, they send 
mortar shells onto the grounds of the palace of Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem.  Full scale warfare 
ensues. 
April 28, 1955  Aneurin Bevan is readmitted to the Parliamentary Labour Party after he apologizes to 
the party leadership. 
April 29, 1955  By dawn, at 100 people have been killed, 500 injured and 250 hectares of Saigon have 
been destroyed by fire.  Later in the day, government forces begin to gain the upper hand against 
Binh Xuyen rebels. 
April 30, 1955  Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem of South Vietname convenes a “Revolutionary 
Committee” of 33 people from 18 political parties in Saigon.  They vote to depose Bao Dai (presently 
in France) as Head of State and call on Diem to form a new government. 
May 1, 1955  All publications in China begin using the first set of 57 simplified characters. 
Trois psaumes de David op.339 for chorus by Darius Milhaud (62) is performed for the first time, at 
Stanford University. 
May 2, 1955  Ex-Communist David Brown testifies that he repeatedly lied in reports he gave the FBI 
as a paid informer. 
Gian Carlo Menotti (43) is awarded the Pulitzer Prize in music for a second time, for The Saint of 
Bleecker Street.  See December 27, 1954. 
May 5, 1955  50 provincial and municipal councilors convened by Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem in 
Saigon vote to ask Head of State Bao Dai to transfer all powers to Diem.  In a separate meeting, 95 
political parties and revolutionary committees vote on a unified program calling for the dismissal of 
Bao Dai and immediate withdrawal of French troops. 
Noon.  The Federal Republic of Germany gains full sovereignty as ratifications of the Paris 
agreements are deposited in Bonn.  The Western European Union comes into being between Belgium, 
France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and West Germany.  The Saarland 
becomes a European territory supervised by the Western European Union subject to a plebescite 
within three months. 
Damn Yankees opens at the 46th street Theater, New York. 
May 6, 1955  10,000 people gather before the cathedral in Buenos Aires to protest government plans 
to separate church and state.  Forty people are arrested. 
May 7, 1955  Western European Union foreign ministers meet in Paris for the first time as the WEU 
Council.  They elect British Foreign Secretary Harold MacMillan as chairman. 
May 8, 1955  Piano Concerto no.5 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (68) is performed for the first time, in Royal 
Festival Hall, London. 
Canticle of Freedom for chorus and orchestra by Aaron Copland (54) to words of Barbour, is performed 
for the first time, in Kresge Auditorium at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
May 9, 1955  The Federal Republic of Germany is formally admitted to NATO at a council meeting in 
Paris.  It is the 15th member of the organization. 
May 10, 1955  South Vietnamese Prime Minister Bao Dai appoints a new, moderate cabinet. 



A Childhood Miracle, an opera by Ned Rorem (31) to words of Stein, is performed for the first time, in 
Carl Fischer Hall, New York. 
May 11, 1955  About 20-25 Chinese and US jets battle over water 50 miles southwest of Sinuiju, North 
Korea.  The US claims it is international waters.  China claims that the US planes violated Chinese 
airspace earlier.  Both sides claim to down planes. 
Giovanni Gronchi replaces Luigi Einaudi as president of Italy. 
May 12, 1955  In a closed-circuit broadcast from New York to St. Paul, Minnesota, RCA demonstrates 
a color video-tape recorder. 
Three new works by Pauline Oliveros (22) are performed for the first time, at San Francisco State 
College:  Essay for piano, Fugue for piano and a Trio for clarinet, horn and bassoon. 
May 13, 1955  French Prime Minister Edgar Faure announces that his recent talks with US Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles and British Foreign Secretary Harold MacMillan have produced “total 
agreement” on Indochina.  What he doesn’t say is that they have decided to back Ngo Dinh Diem. 
The Congress of Argentina votes to eliminate religious education in public schools. 
The Ruby, an opera by Norman Dello Joio (42) to words of Mass (pseudonym of Gibson) after 
Dunsany, is performed for the first time, at Indiana University in Bloomington.  The composer so 
changed the work of the librettist that he insists it be published under another name. 
May 14, 1955  A mutual defense treaty between Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German 
Democratic Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania and the USSR, designed to counter NATO, is 
signed in Warsaw.  It will hereafter be known as the Warsaw Pact. 
Ernst Krenek (54) is awarded the City of Vienna Prize of 10,000 schillings.  As he can not be present, 
his mother receives it for him. 
Henry Brant (41) and Irving Fine (40) are awarded grants from the National Institute of Arts and 
Letters. 
May 15, 1955  The Austrian State Treaty, returning sovereignty to Austria, is signed in Vienna by 
representatives of France, the USSR, the United Kingdom and the United States.  Occupation troops 
are to leave by the end of the year. 
May 17, 1955  James Agee dies in New York. 
La chute des étoiles op.40 for female chorus and piano by Charles Koechlin (†4) to words of Leconte de 
Lisle is performed publicly for the first time, in Wigmore Hall, London.  See September 15, 1934. 
May 20, 1955  A South Vietnamese official announces that France has agreed to remove its troops 
from Saigon. 
The Congress of Argentina votes to disestablish the Roman Catholic Church and subject all religious 
institutions to taxation. 
May 23, 1955  Ordination of women as ministers is approved by the  General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US meeting in Los Angeles. 
May 24, 1955  China and the USSR announce that the Soviets have removed their forces from Port 
Arthur and transferred the naval base to China. 
May 25, 1955  Hu Feng is expelled from the All-China Federation of Literary and Art Circles and the 
Union of Chinese Writers for advocating more literary freedom. 
Werner Egk (54) buys a plot of land in Inning, near Munich. 
May 26, 1955  Nikita Khrushchev and Nikolai Bulganin arrive in Belgrade to patch up differences 
with Yugoslavia. 
General elections in Great Britain result in a victory for the ruling Conservative Party. 
May 27, 1955  Two of the 15 pièces pour cor et piano op.180/4, 12 by Charles Koechlin (†4) are 
performed for the first time, in Brussels. 
May 28, 1955  About 1,000 young people from East Berlin attack a reunion of German war veterans in 
West Berlin.  They battle police for an hour before being subdued.  20 people are injured. 



Part I of Perspektiven, music to an imaginary ballet for two pianos by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (37), 
is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt.  See June 2, 1957. 
May 29, 1955  Mirage, a song by Charles Ives (†1) to words of Rossetti, is performed for the first time, 
at the First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis. 
May 30, 1955  Incontri for 24 instruments by Luigi Nono (31) is performed for the first time, in 
Darmstadt. 
May 31, 1955  China releases to Hong Kong four US air force pilots shot down during the Korean 
War. 
British Queen Elizabeth II declares a state of emergency on the third day of a railroad strike. 
The US Supreme Court rules that its May 17, 1954 desegregation decision must be carried out “with 
all deliberate speed.”  They charge all federal courts to determine if the efforts of local school 
authorities “constitutes good-faith implementation” of the ruling. 
Capriccio for cello and orchestra by Ernst Krenek (54) is performed for the first time, in the 
Kranichsteiner Musikinstitut, Darmstadt. 
Quattro poemi for orchestra by Hans Werner Henze (28) is performed for the first time, in Frankfurt.  
The conductor, Leopold Stokowski, has a standing rule that latecomers may not be admitted until the 
intermission.  Unfortunately for the composer, he arrives late and is not able to hear his piece. 
June 1, 1955  Klavierstücke V-VIII no.4 by Karlheinz Stockhausen (26) are performed completely for 
the first time, in Darmstadt.  During the performance talking and giggling begin in the audience, 
which draws epithets in French from Pierre Boulez (30).  Eventually the battling whistles and 
applause make it impossible for the music to be heard and Stockhausen grabs the music and stalks 
off, locking himself in his hotel room.  After considerable effort by Luigi Nono (31) he is lured back to 
the hall.  The music is restarted, whereupon the entire sequence of events begins again.  The pianist, 
Marcelle Mercenier, thereupon abandons the performance.  See August 21, 1954. 
String Quartet in two movements by Bruno Maderna (35) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt.   
June 2, 1955  The Belgrade declaration is signed by President Tito of Yugoslavia and Prime Minister 
Bulganin of the USSR.  It is a manifestation of Soviet-Yugoslav rapprochment and recognition that 
Yugoslavia may take a “separate road to socialism.” 
June 3, 1955  France grants internal autonomy to Tunisia in a ceremony in Paris. 
June 4, 1955  As part of the Austrian State Treaty, 250 Austrians and ethnic Germans arrive in Vienna, 
having been released by the Soviet Union.  They report “many Americans” are being held in Soviet 
prisons. 
Ite, angeli veloces, a cantata in three parts by Paul Hindemith (59), is performed completely for the first 
time, in Wuppertal, conducted by the composer.  The three parts are I.  Chant de triomphe du roi David, 
to words from the Bible, for alto, tenor, chorus, audience, orchestra and wind orchestra, II.  Custos 
quid de nocte for tenor, chorus and orchestra, and III.  Cantique de l’espérance, to words of Claudel, for 
mezzo-soprano, chorus, audience, orchestra and wind orchestra.  See July 9, 1953. 
June 7, 1955  The Soviet government invites West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer to Moscow 
to discuss establishment of relations. 
Piano Sonata no.3 by Ned Rorem (31) is performed for the first time, in Foyer de la Musique 
Contemporaine, Paris. 
June 8, 1955  The University of Oklahoma drops its ban on black students. 
June 10, 1955  The British offer of leniency to Mau Mau leaders, made January 18, is rescinded. 
June 11, 1955  100,000 Roman Catholics rally in the Plaza de Mayo, Buenos Aires to celebrate the 
Feast of Corpus Christi (two days late) and in defiance of attacks on the church by President Juan 
Perón.  They raise the Vatican flag over the Congress building. 



June 12, 1955  Rioting breaks out in Buenos Aires between Roman Catholics and followers of 
President Juan Perón.  430 Catholics are arrested today and tomorrow as they sought refuge in the 
Cathedral and the palace of the Argentine primate. 
June 14, 1955  The British railroad strike ends after 17 days. 
Two monseigneurs of the Buenos Aires archdiocese are put on a plane bound for Rome, by order of 
the government.  They are charged with fomenting the riots of June 12. 
At the urging of the American Civil Liberties Union, the US First Army announces it will no longer 
publish the pamphlet How to Spot a Communist.  Among the clues to membership in the Party are use 
of certain words, such as colonialism, oppressive and hootenanny. 
Dinga-donga for voice and piano by Heitor Villa-Lobos (68) to his own words is performed for the first 
time. 
June 15, 1955  The US government carries out a simulated nuclear attack on Washington.  15,000 
government workers, including President Eisenhower, “flee” the capital and move to 31 secret 
shelters, all within 500 km of the city. 
June 16, 1955  Three anti-capitalist demonstrations in West Berlin are broken up by police.  127 
people are arrested. 
The South African Senate approves a government-sponsored bill to pack the Senate.  A 2/3 vote of 
both houses is needed to remove colored voters from the roles. 
Pope Pius XII excommunicates President Juan Perón of Argentina and other government officials 
involved in the expulsion of two church officials on June 14.  Within hours the Argentine Navy stages 
a coup attempt beginning with a bombing attack on the Casa Rosada in Buenos Aires.  Loyal army 
units and mobs of irregulars support the government and defeat the coup.  174 people are reported 
killed, 846 injured. 
June 18, 1955  Argentine leftist leader Dr. Juan Ingalinella dies in a Rosario police station after being 
beaten by police.  His body is thrown in the Parana River. 
 Le Marteau sans Maître for alto and six players by Pierre Boulez (30) to words of Char, is performed 
for the first time, in Baden-Baden. 
June 19, 1955  The Garden of Peace and Friendship opens with thousands of rose bushes donated by 
32 countries to commemorate the town of Lidice, Czechoslovakia. 
Sonatina for piano by Peter Sculthorpe (26) is performed for the first time, in Baden-Baden. 
June 22, 1955  Two Soviet planes fire on a US reconnaissance plance over the Bering Strait, forcing it 
to crash land on St. Lawrence Island, a US possession.  Seven of the eleven crewmen are injured. 
The Symphony no.1 for alto and orchestra by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (49) to words of Whitman, is 
performed for the first time, in Vienna.  It is a reworking of his Symphonisches Fragment composed in 
1936. 
June 23, 1955  The governor and State Board of Education of the Commonwealth of Virginia in the US 
decide to continue racial segregation in the public schools into next year. 
June 24, 1955  New Prince, New Pomp, for soprano and chorus, the fourth movement of the Christmas 
suite Christ’s Nativity by Benjamin Britten (41) is performed for the first time, in Aldeburgh Parish 
Church.  See June 14, 1991. 
June 25, 1955  A second group of 190 Austrians arrive in Vienna from the USSR as part of the 
Austrian State Treaty.  They report dozens of citizens of France, the US and the UK are in Soviet 
prisons. 
The USSR offers official regret for the June 22 incident, although laying some of the blame with the 
US, and offers to pay for 50% of the damage. 
Incidental music to de Musset’s play Lorenzaccio by Witold Lutoslawski (42) is performed for the first 
time, in Teatr Polski, Warsaw. 



June 26, 1955  Lamento, a cantata for soprano and piano by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (49) to words of 
Gryphius, is performed for the first time, in Schloss Mainau, Konstanz. 
Two works for recorders by Benjamin Britten (41) are performed for the first time, in Thorpeness:  
Scherzo for recorder quartet and Alpine Suite for recorder trio. 
June 28, 1955  The US government drops its perjury case against accused communist, Professor Owen 
Lattimore of Johns Hopkins University.  He was accused by Senator Joseph McCarthy and a Senate 
committee. 
June 29, 1955  50,000 people greet the Dalai Lama in Lhasa after a year’s stay in China. 
President Juan Perón of Argentina lifts the national State of Siege in effect since the coup attempt of 
June 16. 
June 30, 1955  Irkanda I for violin by Peter Sculthorpe (26) is performed for the first time, in the British 
Music Society Rooms, Melbourne. 
July 4, 1955  Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem of South Vietnam claims complete victory over the Hoa 
Hao rebels. 
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, Prime Minister Nikolai Bulganin and several other top Soviet 
officials visit an Independence Day celebration at the US ambassador’s residence in Moscow.  It is the 
first time senior Soviet officials have visited the residence or attended such an event and is seen as a 
desire to improve relations. 
The Argentine government rescinds its expulsion order on two Vatican officials thrown out of the 
country on June 15. 
In congressional elections in Mexico, women vote for the first time. 
July 6, 1955  Antonio Segni replaces Mario Scelba as prime minister of Italy. 
The US State Department reverses its own decision and issues a passport to Joseph Clark, foreign 
editor for the Daily Worker, so that he may attend the upcoming summit in Geneva.  They also issue a 
passport to Martin Kamen, an atomic scientist teaching at Washington University.  Kamen’s passport 
was taken in 1947 because of alleged communist affiliations. 
July 10, 1955  Supporters of the Roman Catholic Church denouncing President Perón battle police in 
front of the Buenos Aires Metropolitan Cathedral. 
July 11, 1955  The Authentic Anti-Communist Revolutionary Army, organized by Nicaraguan 
dictator Anastasio Somoza, enters Costa Rica as punishment for an alleged plot by Costa Rica to 
assassinate Somoza.  They conduct land and air raids on Costa Rican cities. 
The Board of Education for the State of Georgia in the US orders that the salary and license of any 
teacher be revoked who “supports, encourages, condones, offers to teach or teaches” integrated 
classes. 
July 12, 1955  Chamber Concerto for 13 players by Toru Takemitsu (24) is performed for the first time, 
in Yamaha Hall, Tokyo. 
The BBC broadcasts excerpts from Georges Bizet’s (†80) unperformed opera La coupe du roi de Thulé, 
to words of Gallet and Blau, 86 years after it was composed.  Only fragments of the work are extant. 
July 14, 1955  Volkswagen introduces the Karmann-Ghia. 
A bomb explodes outside a cafe in Casablanca killing six people and injuring 35.  This leads to four 
days of nationalist riots.  Over fifty people will be killed in the violence. 
A federal appeals court in Richmond, Virginia rules that racial segregation on city buses in Columbia, 
South Carolina is illegal. 
To Catch a Thief, a film with sound effects by Vladimir Ussachevsky (43), is shown for the first time, in 
Hollywood. 
July 15, 1955  The British Public Health Laboratory Service announces that the Salk polio vaccine is 
too dangerous for testing.  They are seeking a safer vaccine from milder strains of polio. 



President Juan Perón announces the lifting of martial law throughout Argentina.  He then resigns as 
head of the Perónista party but remains as Head of State. 
July 16, 1955  Budapest Radio announces that Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty has been moved to a 
residence  “designated for him by the Board of Bishops” because of his “advanced age and state of 
health.” 
July 17, 1955  Arco, Idaho becomes the first town entirely lit by nuclear power. 
A grand opening celebration takes place for Disneyland in Anaheim, California for invited guests.  It 
is televised live on ABC television.  The public will be allowed in tomorrow. 
July 18, 1955  Heads of government of France, the USSR, the UK and the US meet in Geneva.  They 
immediately find differences over how to unify Germany. 
The first demonstration in the United States of commercial electricity generated by atomic power 
takes place when electricity from an atomic submarine power plant project is directed into the lines of 
the Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation in West Milton, New York. 
July 20, 1955  A government sponsored demonstration in Saigon against the Armistice Commission 
turns into a riot.  Demonstrators run amok through two hotels where commission members are 
staying.  60 people are injured. 
July 21, 1955  At the Big Four summit in Geneva, US President Eisenhower suggests that the nuclear 
powers exchange military blueprints and allow air reconaisance of their installations.  The Soviet 
Union does not reply. 
Gunfire erupts in Buenos Aires between members of the Perónista and Radical parties.  One person is 
killed. 
July 22, 1955  Witold Lutoslawski (42) wins the Order of Labor, class 2. 
Princeton University announces the appointment of its first African-American professor, Dr. Charles 
T. Davis.  He is the father of Anthony Davis (4). 
July 23, 1955  The Big Four summit of heads of government in Geneva concludes. 
July 24, 1955  How Stands the Glass Around for chorus by Ulysses Kay (38) is performed for the first 
time, in Weston Playhouse, Weston, Vermont. 
July 25, 1955  India suspends rail traffic to the Portuguese possession of Goa.  Prime Minister Nehru 
asks Portugal to close its legation in New Delhi. 
Ongoing talks in Geneva between China and the United States are raised from the consular to the 
ambassadorial level. 
Playwright Arthur Miller is cited for contempt of Congress for refusing to disclose alleged 
communist associates. 
July 26, 1955  Elections to the Israeli Knesset produce losses for the leading Mapai Party and gains for 
the opposition Herut.  Mapai will lead the government coalition under David Ben-Gurion. 
The third anniversary of the death of Eva Perón is marked by a national day of mourning in 
Argentina.  Monuments to her honor are vandalized in three cities. 
July 27, 1955  The first national elections in Malaya take place.  They are won by the Alliance party, 
which advocates independence within four years.  Only 52 of the 98 seats are contested.  The other 46 
are appointed by the British High Commissioner. 
As France, the last of the five signatories to act, deposits its ratification of the Austrian State Treaty in 
Moscow, the Republic of Austria officially regains sovereignty for the first time in 17 years. 
Bulgarian fighter planes shoot down an El Al airliner a few kilometers inside their border with 
Greece and Yugoslavia.  All 58 passengers and crew, mostly non-Israelis-are killed. 
July 29, 1955  The Bulgarian government expresses “deep regret” for the downing of an Israeli 
airliner two days ago.  At first they say that anti-aircraft batteries could not identify the plane. 
The US government says it plans to launch “small unmanned earth-circling satellites” as part of the 
International Geophyisical Year in 1957-58. 



The US government fails for the fourth time to revoke the citizenship of Harry Bridges, leader of the 
Longshoremens Union.  A federal judge in San Francisco rules that it was not proved that Bridges 
was a communist when he gained US citizenship. 
July 30, 1955  Israeli investigators visiting the crash site of an El Al airliner in Bulgaria determine that 
the plane was shot down by fighters, not anti-aircraft fire. 
July 31, 1955  Hymn to Saint James, a cantata for solo voices, chorus, organ and instruments by 
Bohuslav Martinu (64) to words of Danek, is performed for the first time, in Policka. 
August 1, 1955  China announces the beginning of regular mail traffic between Peking and Hanoi. 
Peking Radio announces that eleven US airmen held as spies have been freed and are heading for 
Hong Kong. 
The Board of Education in the US State of Georgia orders all black teachers who are members of the 
NAACP must resign by September 15 or have their teaching licenses revoked for life. 
August 2, 1955  Doctors and dentists in Argentina stage a 24-hour strike to protest police brutality 
following the June 18 death of leftist leader Dr. Juan Ingalinella in a police station. 
Wallace Stevens dies in Hartford, Connecticut. 
The name of Aaron Copland (54) is removed from the Security Index.  He is no longer due to be 
arrested by the US government in case of national emergency. 
August 3, 1955  The Bulgarian government admits that it was fighters and not anti-aircraft fire which 
brought down the Israeli airliner July 27.  They say the pilots involved will be punished and offer to 
pay restitution to the victims’ relatives. 
Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett is first performed in English at the Arts Theater, London.  About 
half the audience walks out. 
August 4, 1955  Eleven US airmen released by China arrive in Hong Kong. 
August 5, 1955  Eugene William Landy graduates second in his class from the US Merchant Marine 
Academy in King’s Point, New York.  However, he is denied the customary commission in the Naval 
Reserve because his mother was a member of the Communist Party from 1937 to 1947.  She says she 
left the Party largely because her son urged her to. 
Dr. Werner von Braun predicts manned space flight “in our time.” 
August 6, 1955  South Korea demands the removal of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission. 
August 7, 1955  Colonel John Arnold, one of the eleven US airmen recently released, describes 
physical and psychological torture during his 2 ½ years as a prisoner of the Chinese. 
6,000 demonstrators  block a causeway leading to the island housing the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission in Inchon Harbor.  The unsuccessfully attempt to force their way past US troops 
guarding the island.  US forces use tear gas to prevent a landing by demonstrators from fishing boats.  
The protesters accuse the representatives from Czechoslovakia and Poland of espionage and 
sabotage.  Violence over the next week causes one death and 144 injuries, including several US 
soldiers. 
Three Sonatas for solo clarinet by George Perle (40) are performed for the first time, in Chicago. 
August 8, 1955  1,200 representatives from 72 countries and seven UN agencies convene in Geneva 
for the first International Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. 
August 10, 1955  Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem of South Vietnam rejects an offer by North Vietnam 
to discuss elections on unification of the country. 
The American Federation of Television and Radio Artists, in a nationwide ballot, votes action against 
any member who refuses to tell a Congressional committee whether or not they are a communist. 
August 11, 1955  Burhanuddin Harahap replaces Ali Sastroamidjojo as Prime Minister of Indonesia. 
Chaudry Mohammad Ali replaces Mohammad Ali Bogra as Prime Minister of Pakistan. 
Rear Admiral Samuel Toranzo Calderon is sentenced to life in prison charged with leading the failed 
coup attempt of June 16 against Argentine President Juan Perón. 



A symphonic suite from the music to the film On the Waterfront by Leonard Bernstein (36) is 
performed for the first time, at Tanglewood in Lenox, Massachusetts. 
August 12, 1955  Thomas Mann dies in Zurich. 
August 13, 1955  Carl Ruggles (79) is stricken with acute appendicitis at his home in Arlington, 
Vermont.  His wife and neighbors manage to get him to a nearby doctor’s office.  The doctor 
diagnoses the situation and sends him immediately to the hospital in Bennington for emergency 
surgery.  He will survive. 
August 15, 1955  On Independence Day, about 5,000 Indians attempt a non-violent “invasion” of Goa, 
a Portuguese Territory.  They walk towards police lines.  The police shout warnings and then open 
fire.  At least 13 Indians are killed, over 100 injured. 
About 200 leaders of opposition parties across the political spectrum of Argentina are arrested after 
an alleged plot to kill President Juan Perón and War Minister Franklin Lucero is uncovered. 
August 16, 1955  Police open fire on demonstrators in Bombay who try to raise the Indian flag over 
the Portuguese consulate. 
The Parliament of Sudan resolves that all British and Egyptian troops be removed from the country 
by November 15. 
Widespread arrests of opponents to the regime of President Juan Perón take place in Argentina. 
A federal judge refuses to order the US State Department to issue Paul Robeson a passport unless he 
signs  an affadavit declaring he is not a communist. 
August 17, 1955  One US airman is killed, another seriously injured when North Korean gunners 
shoot down their unarmed plane in the demilitarized zone. 
Irische Legende, an opera by Werner Egk (54) to his own words after Yeats, is performed for the first 
time, in the Kleines Festspielhaus, Salzburg. 
August 18, 1955  Pete Seeger, folk singer and stepson of Ruth Crawford Seeger (†1), is called to testify 
before the House Un-American Activities Committee in New York.  Asked if he is or ever was a 
communist, he invokes his rights under the Fifth Amendment. 
August 19, 1955  In Singapore, British Colonial Secretary Alan Lennox-Boyd announces that his 
government favors a federation of all British territories in the region:  Malaya, Singapore, North 
Borneo, Brunei and Sarawak. 
India breaks off diplomatic relations with Portugal over the incident of August 15. 
August 20, 1955  Attacks against French installations take place throughout Algeria and Morocco.  
European residents and tourists are the main targets.  Over the next three days, over 1,000 people will 
be killed. 
August 22, 1955  The Soviet government announces that it will turn over 23 French citizens to French 
officials in Berlin.  The 23 are currently jailed for war crimes. 
Egyptian and Israeli forces begin ten days of fighting over Gaza. 
August 23, 1955  The British embassy in Cairo announces that all British and Egyptian troops will 
leave Sudan by November 12. 
French Prime Minister Edgar Faure announces a call up of about ten divisions of reservists for service 
in Algeria and Morocco. 
August 27, 1955  The US Air Force clears Airman Stephen Branzovich of charges that he was a 
security risk because he “maintained a close, continuing association” with his father, who was 
accused of being a communist. 
August 29, 1955  Egyptian and Israeli fighters battle over Gaza.  No casualties are reported. 
After an all-night meeting, the French cabinet accepts a compromise plan for Morocco worked out by 
Prime Minister Edgar Faure and Moroccan nationalists.  The present French-sponsored sultan will be 
removed by “honorable” means.  A regency will be formed.  Nationalist Sultan Sidi Mohammed ben 



Youssef will return from exile in Madagascar to France.  A representative government will be formed 
by September 12. 
August 31, 1955  Speaking to 100,000 of his supporters in Buenos Aires, President Juan Perón of 
Argentina calls on them to “answer violence with violence…five of them will fall for every one of 
us.” 
Carl Ruggles (79) is discharged from the hospital in Bennington, Vermont, two-and-a-half weeks after 
an emergency appendectomy. 
September 1, 1955  Egypt formally accepts a cease-fire in Gaza.  70 people have been killed in ten 
days of fighting. 
The Argentine Congress declares a State of Siege giving President Juan Perón sweeping powers. 
September 3, 1955  Almost ten years to the day since he mistakenly killed Anton Webern, Raymond 
Bell dies in North Carolina, a victim of alcoholism, brought on by remorse over the accident.  See 
September 15, 1945. 
September 4, 1955  Israel formally accepts a cease-fire in Gaza. 
Cantata for a Summer’s Day for chorus, flute, clarinet and strings by Thea Musgrave (27) to words of 
Hume and Lindsay is performed for the first time, in Edinburgh. 
September 5, 1955  27 foreign nationals held in Soviet prisons arrive by train in Berlin and are 
released to the West.  Among them are eight Belgians, six Dutch, four 
 Danish, four French, two Swiss, two Americans, and one German. 
September 6, 1955  38 of the 79 truce inspectors from the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission 
are removed from Korea. 
A bomb goes off in the garden of the Turkish consulate in Thessaloniki.  When a false rumor spreads 
that this damaged the birthplace of Kemal Ataturk in Thessaloniki, Turkish mobs carry out an anti-
foreign pogrom in Istanbul.  Thousands of buildings, including stores, churches and schools, are 
destroyed.  The number of dead and injured is kept secret by the Turkish government. 
The Chinese government announces that it will free twelve of the 41 US citizens it holds. 
September 9, 1955  In a visit by Chancellor Konrad Adenauer to Moscow, the USSR and West 
Germany establish diplomatic relations.  The Soviets agree to release all German prisoners still held 
by them.  This will be accomplished next month. 
September 10, 1955  The Chinese government announces that it will free all 41 US citizens it holds. 
Hymn and Fuguing Tune no.10 for oboe and strings by Henry Cowell (58) is performed for the first 
time, in Santa Barbara, California. 
September 11, 1955  Shouting “Morocco for the Moroccans”, 400 French Air Force reservists refuse to 
board a train in Paris for Marseilles.  The 400 are flown to Morocco tomorrow. 
Peter Westergaard (24) marries Barbara Jay. 
Blacklisted actor Philip Loeb kills himself in a hotel room. 
September 12, 1955  President João Café Filho of Brazil endorses a plan to move the nation’s capital 
from Rio de Janeiro to an unoccupied 800 sq. km. site in Gioas state. 
September 13, 1955  Following top level talks in Moscow, the USSR and West Germany agree to 
establish diplomatic relations. 
Symphony no.7 by Darius Milhaud (63) is performed for the first time, in Venice. 
Los Angeles records its worst smog attack to date, measuring ozone at .9 parts per million. 
September 14, 1955  West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer tells a news conference in Moscow 
that he has personal assurances from Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai Bulganin that all 9,626 Germans 
held as war criminals will soon be released. 
September 15, 1955  Three Japanese war criminals serving life sentences are released:  Okinori Kaya, 
Teiichi Suzuki and Kingoro Hashimoto. 
Swiss inventor George de Mestral receives a U.S. patent for VELCRO®. 



September 16, 1955  Revolts by Argentine army units break out in four provinces.  Loyalist planes 
attack two destroyers near Buenos Aires.  They escape to Uruguay where one is interned, the other 
returns to Argentina after unloading casualties.  Rebel naval forces institute a blockade of the entire 
coast and capture Bahia Blanca. 
September 17, 1955  The Bey of Tunis approves the first all-Tunisian cabinet since 1891. 
Four of the 15 pièces pour cor et piano op.180/3, 11, 14, 15 by Charles Koechlin (†4) are performed for 
the first time, in Brussels. 
September 18, 1955  The USSR announces amnesty for its citizens who collaborated with the 
Germans during World War II.  Minor collaborators will be released, major collaborators will see 
their sentences reduced.  Anyone convicted of serving in German military or police units are 
immediately free. 
The Argentine government declares Buenos Aires an open city and appeals to rebel ships not to 
bombard it.  The Second Army in Mendoza goes over to the rebels. 
September 19, 1955  A mutual defense treaty is signed in Moscow by representatives of Finland and 
the USSR.  In it, the Soviet Union agrees to give up its naval base on the Porkkala Peninsula within 
three months. 
President Juan Perón of Argentina is overthrown by the military and is granted asylum aboard a 
Paraguayan gunboat at Buenos Aires.  A three-man military junta is established, which immediately 
orders a cease fire. 
September 20, 1955  Following three days of top level talks, the USSR abolishes the post of Soviet 
High Commissioner in East Germany and grants the German Democratic Republic full sovereignty.  
This is the formal ending of the Soviet occupation of Germany. 
September 21, 1955  José Domingo Molina Gómez replaces Juan Domingo Perón Sosa as President of 
the military government of Argentina. 
September 22, 1955  The West German government announces that Chancellor Adenauer submitted 
the following information to Soviet officials during their recent talks:  1,150,000 Germans are listed as 
missing on the Eastern Front.  Most are presumed dead but letters from prisoners of war lead them to 
believe that 85,000 were alive in 1950.  They have certain knowledge of 10,000 prisoners today. 
Commercial television begins in Britain as the Independent Television Authority begins 
programming. 
September 23, 1955  Pakistan joins the Baghdad Pact defense treaty. 
After arriving in Buenos Aires from Cordoba, Major General Eduardo A. Lonardi Doucet replaces 
José Domingo Molina Gómez as President of the military government of Argentina.  He issues a 
decree dissolving the Congress and arresting all supporters of former President Juan Perón. 
An all-white jury in Sumner, Mississippi acquits Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam of murdering Emmett 
Till.  The two reportedly killed Till because he whistled at Bryant’s wife. 
September 24, 1955  While vacationing in Denver, US President Dwight Eisenhower suffers a heart 
attack.  He is taken to hospital and will survive. 
September 25, 1955  In a radio speech, French Prime Minister Edgar Faure announces that Algeria 
will remain an integral part of France. 
September 26, 1955  Erich Raeder, commander of the German navy during World War II, is released 
from Spandau Prison by order of the four victorious powers.  He was sentenced to life in prison by 
the Nuremberg trials but is released for ill health and advanced age. 
September 28, 1955  The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet approves the release of 9,626 German 
prisoners from World War II.  8,877 will be freed and returned to their homes.  749 will be turned 
over to the German governments for prosecution under local laws. 
Two songs for Auden and Plomer’s play The Punch Revue by Benjamin Britten (41) are performed for 
the first time, in London. 



September 29, 1955  Arthur Miller’s play A View from the Bridge is premiered in the Coronet Theater, 
New York. 
September 30, 1955  Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej replaces Gheorghe Apostol as First Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Romania. 
The UN General Assembly votes 28-27-5 to place the Algerian question on its agenda. 
James Dean dies in an automobile accident near Paso Robles, California. 
October 1, 1955  China creates the Xinjian-Uighur Autonomous Region. 
French Prime Minister Edgar Faure recalls his delegation to the UN in protest to the action of 
yesterday. 
Sultan Sidi Mohammed ben Moulay Arafa of Morocco vacates his throne but does not renounce it.  
He flies from Rabat to the international city of Tangier.  Nationalists begin a campaign of guerrilla 
attacks around Fez. 
By a new law, anyone in Sweden over 21, except alcoholics, may now buy unlimited amounts of 
liquor.  Previously, only married men over 21 or anyone over 25 could buy limited amounts of liquor. 
October 2, 1955  The French cabinet endorses the actions of Prime Minister Faure in recalling the 
French delegation to the UN. 
Former Argentine President Juan Perón arrives in Paraguay aboard an amphibious plane that took 
him from the Paraguayan ship where he has been since September 21. 
October 3, 1955  Chivu Stoica replaces Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej as Prime Minister of Romania. 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover says that Communists do their “most destructive work” through 
“pseudo-liberals” who “attack everyone and everything related to the exposure of the Communist 
conspiracy.” 
Presidential elections in Brazil are won by Juscelino Kubitscheck of the Social Democratic Party, 
supported by the Brazilian Labor Party of the late President Vargas. 
Mount of Three Lights, a cantata for tenor, baritone, male chorus and organ by Bohuslav Martinu (64) 
to words of Morton, the Bible and traditional Moravian words, is performed for the first time, in 
Bern. 
October 4, 1955  Prime Minister Alexandros Leonidou Papagos of Greece dies in Athens of “heart 
exhaustion after lung hemorrhage.” 
Five Love Songs for soprano and guitar by Thea Musgrave (27) to words of Parry is performed for the 
first time, in Utrecht. 
October 6, 1955  Konstantinos Georgiou Karamanlis replaces Alexandros Leonidou Papagos as Prime 
Minister of Greece. 
October 7, 1955  Floods in Indian and Pakistani Punjab kill about 1,700 people. 
About 200 reservists called for duty in Morocco refuse to leave their barracks in Rouen.  Supporters 
outside attack the barracks in an attempt to free them but are repulsed.  About 170 surrender.  
Protests against the use of reservists in North Africa are staged in Paris. 
Alan Ginsberg reads Howl in public for the first time, in San Francisco. 
Symphony no.6 by Darius Milhaud (63) is performed for the first time, in Boston, the composer 
conducting. 
October 8, 1955  The remaining reservist mutineers in Rouen surrender after a second attempt to free 
them fails. 
October 9, 1955  A government commission recommends that the internal boundaries of India be 
redrawn.  Twelve of the 14 major language groups would have their own states and the last vestiges 
of princely rule abolished. 
French Prime Minister Edgar Faure wins a vote of confidence after four Gaullists quit the cabinet. 
October 10, 1955  The Sibelius Prize is awarded to Paul Hindemith (59). 



Concerto for C trumpet and orchestra “Nobody Knows de Trouble I see” by Bernd Alois 
Zimmermann (37) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Norddeutsche Rundfunk, 
Hamburg. 
Reuben Reuben, a musical play by Marc Blitzstein (50) to his own words, is performed for the first 
time, in the Shubert Theater, Boston.  It is a colossal failure.  About 300 people walk out before the 
end.  There is some enthusiasm in the remaining audience, but this is a minority.  The critics are 
scathing. 
October 11, 1955  At a meeting in Rangoon, the government of Laos and Pathet Lao rebels agree on a 
cease fire. 
October 14, 1955  Before the House Un-American Activities Committee in Hollywood, Zero Mostel 
denies that he is a communist.  When asked if he has ever been a communist, Mostel invokes the Fifth 
Amendment. 
October 15, 1955  A four-man council of regency is formed in Rabat.  They declare the Moroccan 
throne vacant. 
An Arnold Bax (†2) memorial room is opened at Cork University by Ralph Vaughan Williams (83).  It 
houses a number of effects donated by Harriet Cohen. 
Luciano Berio’s (29) orchestral work Nones is performed for the first time, in Rome. 
The Burgtheater, Vienna reopens, having been rebuilt after extensive damage during World War II. 
Livre pour quatuor Ia, Ib, II for string quartet by Pierre Boulez (30) is performed for the first time, in 
Donaueschingen. 
Sonata for viola solo by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (37) is performed for the first time, in 
Donaueschingen. 
Music for Piano 21-36; 37-52 by John Cage (43) is performed for the first time, at Clarkstown High 
School. 
October 16, 1955  Metastaseis for 61 instruments, the third part of Anastenaria by Iannis Xenakis (33), 
is performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen.  Also premiered is An Mathilde, a cantata for 
female voice and orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola (51) to words of Heine.  See December 15, 2000. 
Prelude, Fugue and Riffs for clarinet and jazz ensemble by Leonard Bernstein (37) is performed for the 
first time, over the airwaves of the ABC television network. 
October 17, 1955  Ernst Krenek’s (55) opera Pallas Athene Weint to his own words, is performed for the 
first time, at the Hamburg State Opera. 
October 20, 1955  Jean Cocteau is initiated into the Académie Française declaring, “Since it’s now 
fashionable to laugh at the conservative French Academy, I have remained a rebel by joining it.” 
October 23, 1955  A national referendum in South Vietnam, rigged by the United States, gives 98% 
approval to Ngo  Dinh Diem as Head of State over Bao Dai, presently in France. 
An International Statute for the Saar, which would transfer responsibility for its defense from France 
to the Western European Union, is rejected by the Saarland electorate 68% to 32%.  Pro-German 
parties call it a victory for union with Germany. 
October 24, 1955  France and the United States recognize Ngo Dinh Diem as Head of State of South 
Vietnam. 
October 26, 1955  Ngo Dinh Diem declares the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) and makes 
himself provisional president. 
Egyptian forces enter Israel and attack a police station near El Auja.  One Israeli is killed, three 
wounded, two captured. 
The film Rebel Without a Cause is released four weeks after the death of its star, James Dean. 
October 28, 1955  In retaliation for the attack of October 26, Israeli forces enter the Sinai Desert and 
attack Kuntilla, killing ten Egyptian soldiers and capturing 20. 



Canti di Liberazione for chorus and orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola (51) to words of Castellio, the Bible 
and St. Augustine is performed for the first time, in Cologne. 
Incidental music to Hellman’s (after Anouilh) play The Lark by Leonard Bernstein (37) is performed 
for the first time, in the Plymouth Theater, Boston. 
Ernest Bloch (75) undergoes prostate surgery in Portland, Oregon. 
October 29, 1955  A large explosion sinks the Soviet battleship Novorossiysk while it is moored at 
Sevastopol.  Over 600 men are lost.  The cause of the explosion is unknown, but a German mine from 
World War II is suspected. 
Violin Concerto no.1 by Dmitri Shostakovich (49) is performed for the first time, at the Leningrad 
Philharmonic Bolshoy Hall, with David Oistrakh as soloist.  It is a smashing success. 
October 30, 1955  In a letter to President René Coty of France, Sidi Mohammed ben Moulay Arafa 
abdicates the throne of Morocco.  Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef flies from exile in Madagascar to 
Nice. 
October 31, 1955  US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles announces that henceforth, US passports 
would be valid for travel to the Soviet Union and all eastern European countries with which the US 
has diplomatic relations. 
The first World Symposium on Applied Solar Energy opens at the University of Arizona in Tucson. 
Benjamin Britten (41) and Peter Pears depart England on a five-month world tour. 
November 1, 1955  In a two-hour meeting with French Foreign Minister Antoine Pinay in Paris, Sidi 
Mohammed ben Youssef reaches agreement with the French government. 
November 2, 1955  David Ben-Gurion replaces Moshe Sharett as Prime Minister of Israel. 
The four-man Council of Regency offers its resignation to Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef in Paris. 
Incidental music to Rostand’s play Cyrano de Bergerac by Joaquín Rodrigo (53) is performed for the 
first time, in Teatro Español, Madrid. 
November 3, 1955  During the night of November 2-3 fighting breaks out at the El Sabha post in the 
demilitarized zone between Israel in Egypt.  Apparently, the post changed hands a few times during 
the battle.  Today, both sides claim control of the site.  Dozens of people are killed. 
The Nobel Committee of the Norwegian Parliament chooses the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees as the recipient of the Nobel Prize for Peace for 1954.  Award of the 1955 
prize is postponed. 
Scientists from the University of California at Berkeley announce that they have crystallized the 
poliomyelitis virus, the first animal or human-infecting virus so crystallized. 
November 4, 1955  Credendeum, Article of Faith for orchestra by William Schuman (45) is performed 
for the first time, in Cincinnati. 
November 5, 1955  The newly rebuilt Vienna State Opera opens. 
The French government formally  recognizes Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef as Sultan of Morocco, two 
years after they banned him to Madagascar. 
November 6, 1955  Griffelkin, an opera by Lukas Foss (33) to words of Reid, after H. Foss, is 
performed for the first time, in an abridged form, over the airwaves of the National Broadcasting 
Company.  See August 6, 1956. 
November 7, 1955  In two decisions handed down today, the US Supreme Court bans racial 
segregation in publicly funded playgrounds, parks and golf courses.  Governor Marvin Griffith of 
Georgia announces that his state “will get out of the park business before allowing a breakdown in 
segregation in the intimacy of the playground.” 
November 8, 1955  Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies Carlos Coimbra da Luz becomes acting 
president of Brazil, replacing João Café Filho who takes indefinite leave because of a heart attack. 



November 9, 1955  The UN General Assembly’s Special Political Committee expresses “concern” 
over the continuing apartheid policies in South Africa.  The South African delegation withdraws from 
the General Assembly for the rest of the current session. 
November 10, 1955  The last British troops leave Sudan. 
November 11, 1955  Acting President Carlos Coimbra da Luz of Brazil is overthrown in a military 
coup led by Lt. General Henrique Baptista Duffles Teixeira Lott.  The Chamber of Deputies names 
Senate President Nereu Ramos as acting president. 
US President Dwight Eisenhower is released from a hospital in Denver after seven weeks of 
treatment for a heart attack. 
November 13, 1955  The last Egyptian troops leave Sudan. 
The provisional Argentine government of Eduardo A. Lonardi Doucet is overthrown in a bloodless 
coup led by Maj. General Pedro Eugenio Aramburu Cilveti.  Aramburu is sworn in as president of a 
military government. 
November 14, 1955  While working on West Side Story, Leonard Bernstein (37) reports that the three 
collaborators have found “a young lyricist named Stephen Sondheim” who he thinks will fit 
perfectly.  Bernstein originally thought to write the lyrics himself. 
Symphony no.6 by Henry Cowell (58) is performed for the first time, in Houston. 
November 15, 1955  Souvenirs, a ballet by Samuel Barber (45) to a story by Bolender, is performed for 
the first time, in New York.  See March 11, 1953 and November 12, 1953. 
Serious Song, a Lament for strings by Irving Fine (40) is performed for the first time, in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
November 16, 1955  After three weeks of negotiations, the foreign ministers of France, Great Britain, 
the USSR and the US end their meeting in Geneva.  They have not reached agreement on any item on 
their agenda. 
Two French planes, with twelve fighter escorts, carries Sultan Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef, his two 
wives, six children and 20 concubines from Paris to Rabat. 
November 17, 1955  Zafar Ali Zolghadr fires a pistol at Iranian Prime Minister Hussein Ala in the 
Shah Mosque in Teheran because “Islamic rules are not being properly carried out.”  The prime 
minister is slightly wounded in the neck.  Zolghadr is subdued by police. 
November 18, 1955  The Iranian government issues orders for the “extermination” of the Fadayian 
Islam sect, who it blames for yesterday’s assassination attempt. 
November 19, 1955  Rejoicing over the return of Sultan Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef turns to 
violence in several cities throughout Morocco.  14 people are killed and 60 injured. 
Twelve by Eleven for eleven players by Gunther Schuller (29) is performed for the first time, in Town 
Hall, New York. 
November 20, 1955  Hymn to St. Peter op.56a for chorus and organ by Benjamin Britten (41) is 
performed for the first time, in St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich. 
November 21, 1955 Leonard Wesley pleads guilty to criminal libel.  He accused White House clerk 
Thomas Jones of selling secret documents to the Soviet embassy. 
November 22, 1955 Meeting in Baghdad, the five members of the Baghdad Pact (Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, 
Turkey, UK) form the Middle East Treaty Organization and set up a permanent headquarters in that 
city. 
November 23, 1955  The Cocos Islands are made a territory of Australia. 
Navab Savavi, leader of the Fadayian Islam sect, is arrested by Iranian authorities.  The sect is blamed 
for the assassination attempt of November 17. 
November 24, 1955  By vote of the Brazilian Congress, the country is placed under a State of Siege, to 
take effect tomorrow. 
November 25, 1955  The UN General Assembly votes to drop the Algeria question in this session. 



The US Interstate Commerce Commission rules that all racial segregation on interstate trains and 
buses will end by January 10, 1956. 
Senator Joseph McCarthy calls the Senate Constitutional Rights Subcommittee a “front [for] leftwing 
organizations…whose chief goal was to torpedo any effective security program.” 
Carlos Chávez (56) gives a lecture at the Colegio Nacional on the subject of dodecaphony.  This helps 
to spread interest in the technique in Mexico and Latin America in general. 
Symphony no.6 by Walter Piston (61), commissioned by the Boston Symphony Orchestra to celebrate 
its 75th anniversary, is performed for the first time, in Boston. 
November 26, 1955  British governor John Harding declares a state of emergency in Cyprus after 
weeks of communal violence. 
November 27, 1955  4:20 p.m.  Arthur Honegger dies of a thrombosis, in his Paris home, aged 63 
years, eight months and 17 days.  Although very ill since a heart attack in 1947, the composer dies 
suddenly, in the arms of his wife. 
November 29, 1955  In view of the decesion of the UN General Assembly on November 25, France 
returns to the Assembly. 
The French National Assembly fails to vote confidence in the government of Prime Minister Edgar 
Faure. 
November 30, 1955  The USSR ends its ban on abortions, as long as they are performed in hospitals 
by qualified personnel.  The ban has been in effect for almost 20 and is rescinded to cut down on the 
number of back-room abortions. 
French Prime Minister Edgar Faure dissolves the National Assembly and calls new elections. 
The new Argentine government dissolves the Perónista Party. 
Le château de feu op.338 for chorus and orchestra by Darius Milhaud (63) to words of Cassou is 
performed for the first time, in Palais Chaillot, Paris. 
William Tompkins, assistant Attorney-General of the United States, concludes that there is 
“insufficient evidence to warrant prosecution” of Aaron Copland (55) for his political beliefs. 
December 1, 1955  In Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat on a city bus to a 
white man.  She is arrested for violating one of Alabama’s apartheid laws.  The case is seen as the 
beginning of the activist civil rights movement in the United States. 
The American Federation of Labor, made up of 109 unions with 10,000,000 members, ratifies the 
merger with the Congress of Industrial Organizations. 
December 2, 1955  A funeral in memory of Arthur Honegger takes place at the Temple de l”Oratoire, 
Paris.  Afterwards, his mortal remains are cremated at Père Lachaise Cemetery.  On the occasion, 
words are spoken by Jean Cocteau. 
Martin Luther King begins the black boycott of buses in Montgomery, Alabama. 
The Congress of Industrial Organizations, made up of 32 unions with 5, 700,000 members, ratifies the 
merger with the American Federation of Labor. 
December 5, 1955  Foreign Secretary Harold MacMillan tells the House of Commons that the 
government’s policy on Cyprus has shifted from no self-determination “within the foreseeable 
future” to self-determination “some time and in certain conditions.” 
The Founding Convention of the AFL-CIO opens in New York.  Its first president is George Meany. 
December 6, 1955  The USSR, the United States, Great Britain and France formally recognize the 
independence and neutrality of the Republic of Austria. 
Sheng Zong Liang (Bright Sheng) is born in Shanghai. 
December 7, 1955  Former British Prime Minister Clement Atlee resigns his seat in Parliament and 
the leadership of the Labour Party.  He is created an Earl by Queen Elizabeth. 
Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef becomes French Morocco’s first constitutional Sultan.  He swears in a 
cabinet responsible to him until a National Assembly can be elected. 



The Argentine government returns the Buenos Aires newspaper La Prensa to its former owners, the 
Paz family. 
The Opening of the Springs, a cantata for solo voices, female chorus and instruments by Bohuslav 
Martinu to words of Bures, is performed for the first time, in Prague on the eve of the composer’s 
65th birthday. 
La procession de Vergès, an electronic composition of 2’47” for the film Around and About Joan Miró  by 
Edgar Varèse (71), is performed for the first time, in the Fogg Art Museum, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 
December 9, 1955  The West German government declares that any nation who establishes relations 
with East Germany will forfeit relations with West Germany. 
Walter Piston (61) is elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
Petite Suite op.348 for organ by Darius Milhaud (63) is performed for the first time, at Synagogue 
Buffault, Paris. 
Santa Claus, an opera by Leland C. Smith (30) to words of cummings, is performed for the first time, 
in Chicago. 
December 10, 1955  The ruling Liberal/Country coalition of Prime Minister Robert Menzies wins 
increased majorities in both houses in Australian parliamentary elections. 
December 11, 1955  Israeli forces raid a Syrian army post near the Sea of Galilee, killing 41.  The 
attack is carried out against Syrian guns firing on fishing boats on the sea. 
Incidental music to Wilde’s play Salomé by Leonard Bernstein (37) is performed for the first time, over 
the airwaves of the CBS television network. 
December 12, 1955  Dr. Otto John, former head of West German Intelligence, who showed up in East 
Germany last year, is driven past East Berlin guards by Danish journalist Hendrik Bonde-
Hendriksen.  He will fly to Bonn tomorrow and claim a tale of kidnapping and interrogation. 
December 13, 1955  Richard III, a film with music by William Walton (53), is shown for the first time, 
in Leicester Square Theater, London. 
December 14, 1955  16 nations are admitted to the United Nations:  the People’s Republic of Albania, 
the Republic of Austria, the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of 
Ceylon (Sri Lanka), the Republic of Finland, the People’s Republic of Hungary, the Republic of 
Ireland, the Republic of Italy, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the Kingdom of Laos, the Kingdom 
of Libya, the Kingdom of Nepal, the Republic of Portugal, the People’s Republic of Romania and the 
Spanish State. 
Prime Minister Said el-Mufti of Jordan and four other ministers resign over British insistence that 
Jordan join the Middle East Treaty Organization.  King Hussein appoints pro-western Hazzah Mahali 
to form a new government.  Riots break out in Amman almost immediately. 
December 15, 1955  The Veterans’ Administration Office in Newark, New Jersey informs James 
Kutcher, who lost both legs fighting in World War II, that it is suspending his $329 per month 
disability pension because he admits to being a member of the Socialist Workers Party. 
Alagoana, Caprichos Brasileiros, a ballet by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (37), is staged for the first time, in 
Städtische Bühnen Essen.  See November 21, 1953.  *IRCAM says 12/17 
December 16, 1955  Three Japanese war criminals serving life sentences, Naoki Hoshino, Koichi Kido 
and Hiroshi Oshima, are released. 
December 17, 1955  A general strike takes place in Amman against jointing the Middle East Treaty 
Organization. 
December 18, 1955  In electons in the Saarland, three pro-Germany parties win 33 of 50 seats.  A new 
government will be formed to prepare unification with Germany. 
Hymn of Zrínyi, for baritone solo and chorus by Zoltán Kodály (73), is performed for the first time, in 
Budapest.  The audience requires the entire work to be repeated. 



December 19, 1955  Anti-METO mobs storm the Turkish consulate in East Jerusalem.  King Hussein 
dissolves Parliament and calls for new elections to decide the issue. 
Pavana Real, a ballet by Joaquín Rodrigo (54) to a story by Victoria Kamhi (Sra. Rodrigo), is performed 
for the first time, in the Gran Teatro del Liceo, Barcelona. 
December 20, 1955  Sonata for four horns by Michael Tippett (50) is performed for the first time, in 
Wigmore Hall, London. 
December 21, 1955  Saltanat, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian (52), is released. 
December 22, 1955  The Parliament of Sudan announces its support for declaring independence on 
January 1 as called for by Prime Minister Ismail al-Azhari.  This negates an Egyptian plan to hold a 
plebescite in early 1956. 
December 23, 1955  Dr. Otto John, former head of West German intelligence, is arrested on “strong 
suspicions” of treason following his going to East Germany and subsequently returning. 
December 27, 1955  The Internal Security Subcommittee of the US Senate issues a book designed to 
inform the public about communism.  It says communism is not a result of “inequalities under our 
social system.”  Actually, it is directed by “mission-minded intellectuals,” neurotics and others 
psychologically deformed, “anyone with an axe to grind…adventurous spirits who thrive on the 
…conspiratorial atmosphere.”  It lists a number of “communist front” organizations and their 
sponsors, including W.E.B. DuBois, Dashiell Hammett, Lillian Hellman, Langston Hughes, Dorothy 
Parker, Linus Pauling, Paul Robeson, and I.F. Stone. 
December 30, 1955  136 Perónistas and Communists are arrested and imprisoned or exiled by the 
new military government of Argentina. 
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Macbeth by Aram Khachaturian (52) is performed for the first 
time, in Moscow. 
December 31, 1955  West German officials report that 271,000 people fled East Germany to the west 
in 1955. 
January 1, 1956  All newspapers in China appear with horizontal writing. 
The Republic of Sudan is proclaimed independent of Great Britain and Egypt under a five-man 
sovereigny council and Prime Minister Ismail al-Azhari.  Great Britain and Egypt established a 
condominium over Sudan in 1899. 
The three victorious parties in recent Saarland elections form a coalition government under Herbert 
Ney. 
The total number of defections from East to West Germany during 1955 is put at 271,000. 
January 2, 1956  Elections for the French National Assembly take place.  Communists win the most 
votes and the most seats, however center-right parties do well, followed by the “Republican Front”. 
January 4, 1956  The new Trans-Mongolian railway opens a new link between Peking and Moscow. 
The Internal Security Subcommittee of the US Senate opens an investigation in Communist 
infiltration of the New York Times.  15 of 18 witnesses called refuse to answer some or all questions put 
to them. 
Igor Stravinsky (73) is awarded the Sibelius Medal in a ceremony at the Finnish consulate in New 
York City. 
January 5, 1956  Mr. and Mrs. John B. Kelly Sr. of Philadelphia announce the engagement their 
daughter Grace to Prince Rainier III of Monaco.  A Spring wedding is planned. 
January 7, 1956  Benjamin Britten (42) and Peter Pears arrive in Jakarta.  Indonesian music has had 
and will have an important impact on Britten’s music. 
Jordanian caretaker Prime Minister Ibrahim Hashim resigns.  Promised elections in April are 
cancelled.  A mob protesting this and the Middle East Treaty Organization attacks the US consulate 
in East Jerusalem wielding stones.  Marine guards firing shots in the air chase them away.  In 
Amman, a mob attacks western interests, including the Philadelphia Hotel. 



Three Sacred Songs for female voices and violin by Bohuslav Martinu (65) is performed for the first 
time, in Policka.  Also premiered is Martinu’s Easter for voice and piano to words of Erben. 
January 9, 1956  Samir el-Rifai forms a new cabinet in Jordan, claiming he will not enter into any 
“new pacts” such as the Middle East Treaty Organization.  A nationwide curfew goes into effect 
restricting citizens to their homes except for 3-5 pm.  Communications between Amman and the 
outside world are cut off. 
Voters in the Commonwealth of Virginia approve by 2-1 a referendum calling for a convention to 
amend the state constitution so that public funds could be used for private schools.  It is an attempt to 
circumvent the federal requirement for racial desegregation of schools. 
Fantasias op.3 for clarinet in A and piano by Alexander Goehr (23) is performed for the first time, at 
the Institute of Contemporary Arts, London. 
The Virginia legislature votes to provide funding for private schools to maintain segregation. 
January 12, 1956  After concerts in Bandung and Surabaya, Benjamin Britten (42) and his party arrive 
in Bali where they will stay until January 25.  They will experience Balinese music, dance and ritual 
which will have an important impact on Britten’s music. 
William Walton’s opera Troilus and Cressida opens in Teatro alla Scala, Milan.  It is a fiasco and 
receives whistles, boos and a hostile press. 
Incidental music for Shakespeare’s play King Lear by Otto Luening (55) and Vladimir Ussachevsky 
(44) is performed for the first time, in New York City Center in a production by Orson Welles.  It is a 
disaster. 
January 14, 1956  The government of Jordan lifts the curfew it imposed January 9 following anti-
western riots. 
Idyll of Theocritus for soprano and orchestra by Roger Sessions (59) to words translated by Trevelyan, 
is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
January 15, 1956  Dmitri Shostakovich (49) receives the Diploma of St. Cecilia, Rome. 
January 16, 1956  The announcement by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru that Bombay will be a 
federal district and not the capital of the new Maharashtra State begins six days of rioting that kills 71 
people.  550 are injured. 
Three years to the day after the previous constitution was suspended, President Gamal Abdel Nasser 
announces a new constitution for Egypt.  He plans a national plebescite on June 23 with the first 
president to be elected two weeks later. 
The first desegregation in the State of Kentucky takes place in Columbia without incident. 
January 18, 1956  The East German Volkskammer votes to convert the People’s Police into an East 
German Army. 
The French government creates Société de Radio-diffusion de la France d’Outre-Mer (Soraform) to 
improve radio in French colonies.  Its first Chairman in Pierre Schaeffer (45). 
Strict Songs for chamber orchestra and male chorus by Lou Harrison (38) to his own words, is 
performed for the first time, in Louisville.  See November 20, 1992. 
January 20, 1956  Elegy  op.44 for orchestra by Howard Hanson (59) is performed for the first time, in 
Boston. 
January 22, 1956  Sofia Gubaidulina (24) marries Mark Alyeksandrovich Liando, a geologist, in 
Moscow. 
January 24, 1956  At a conference in Richmond, Virginia, the governors of Georgia, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Virginia agree on a unified plan to block court-ordered desegregation of schools. 
January 26, 1956  The USSR formally returns Porkkala naval base, south of Helsinki, to Finland. 
The Seventh Winter Olympic Games open in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy. 
January 27, 1956  Suite op.133 for trumpet and orchestra by Florent Schmitt (85) is performed for the 
first time, in Paris. 



Another Sleep,  a cycle for voice and piano by Ned Rorem (32) to words of Green, is performed for the 
first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
January 28, 1956  The US government rejects a call by the Soviet Union for a 20-year friendship treaty 
between the two countries. 
The Political Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Pact accepts the entry of the newly formed East 
German Army into the unified military command. 
January 31, 1956  Juscelino Kubitschek de Oliveira becomes president of Brazil replacing acting 
president Nereu Ramos. 
An electronic music synthesizer developed by H.F. Olsen and H. Belar at RCA is unveiled at a 
meeting of the American Institute of Electrical Engineering in New York.  See October 14, 1958. 
Alan Alexander Milne dies in Hartfield, Sussex at the age of 74. 
February 1, 1956  Socialist Guy Mollet replaces Edgar Faure of the Radical Party as Prime Minister of 
France. 
The South African government orders the closure of all Soviet consulates in the country. 
The legislature of the Commonwealth of Virginia passes a resolution declaring the Supreme Court 
desegregation decision and “illegal encroachment” on the rights of the state. 
February 2, 1956  Long Day’s Journey Into Night, a play by Eugene O’Neill, is first performed at the 
Royal Dramatic Theater, Stockholm. 
Medea’s Meditation and Dance of Vengeance, an orchestral excerpt from the ballet Medea, by Samuel 
Barber (45), is performed for the first time, in New York.  See May 10, 1946. 
February 3, 1956  The US State Department reimposes a ban on travel by its citizens to Hungary.  The 
ban had been lifted last October 31.  This action is in retaliation for the imprisonment of two US 
embassy employees for espionage and the sentencing of two Hungarian employees of western wire 
services. 
Under orders from the US Supreme Court, the University of Alabama accepts its first African-
American student, Autherine Lucy.  The Ku Klux Klan and white students begin two days of rioting. 
The Buenos Aires newspaper La Prensa resumes publication for the first time since January 25, 1951 
under the leadership of its owner Alberto Gainza Paz. 
February 4, 1956  Relief statique, musique concrète by Toru Takemitsu (25), is performed for the first 
time, in Yamaha Hall, Tokyo. 
February 5, 1956  On a fact-finding mission to Algiers, French prime minister Guy Mollet is attacked 
by an angry mob armed with flower pots and produce.  The protesters fear that Mollet will give in to 
nationalist demands. 
The Seventh Winter Olympic Games close in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.  In eleven days of 
competition, 821 athletes from 32 countries took part. 
Parades op.57 for piano by Vincent Persichetti (40) is performed for the first time, at Philadelphia 
Conservatory. 
February 6, 1956  Whites at the University of Alabama resume rioting.  They throw rocks and eggs at 
the recently admitted black student, Autherine Lucy, and her car.  They also surround the home of 
University president Oliver Carmichael. 
Concerto para violão for guitar and orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos (68) is performed for the first 
time, in Houston, under the baton of the composer. 
February 7, 1956  The trustees of the University of Alabama suspend Autherine Lucy “for your safety 
and for the safety of the students and faculty members.”  She will eventually be expelled. 
February 8, 1956  Benjamin Britten (42) and Peter Pears arrive in Tokyo from Hong Kong.  They will 
stay almost two weeks. 
The legislature of the State of Georgia declares the Supreme Court desegregation decision “null, void 
and of no effect” in Georgia. 



Three Part Songs for female voices by Bohuslav Martinu (65) is performed for the first time, in Brno. 
February 9, 1956  Autherine Lucy and the NAACP file suit in federal court in Birmingham, Alabama.  
She asks to be reinstated to the university, damages of $3,000 and imprisoning of the Board of 
Trustees if they do not reinstate her. 
Challenge the Family of Man for orchestra by Ralph Shapey (34) is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York. 
February 10, 1956  State of Siege measures in Brazil are lifted ten days after the successful 
inauguration of the new president. 
Two new works are performed for the first time, at the Juilliard School of Music, New York:  Piano 
Concerto by Roger Sessions (59) and Concerto for cello and orchestra by Peter Mennin (32). 
February 11, 1956  Benjamin Britten (42) witnesses a Noh drama, Sumida River, in Tokyo.  Its story 
will be adapted by Britten and William Plomer for Curlew River. 
Guy Burgess and Donald MacLean, two senior officials of the British Foreign Office who disappeared 
in 1951, give a five-minute news conference in Moscow.  Only reporters from TASS, Pravda, Reuters 
and the London Sunday Times are allowed.  Their prepared statement says they went to the Soviet 
Union to contribute “to a policy aimed at achieving greater mutual understanding between the Soviet 
Union and the West…” 
February 13, 1956  The School Board of Wilmington, Delaware votes to end racial segregation of the 
schools. 
February 14, 1956  The 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union opens in Moscow.  
In a seven-hour speech, General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev tells the delegates that war with 
capitalist imperialism is no longer inevitable. 
Drei sinfonische Etuden für Orchester by Hans Werner Henze (29) is performed for the first time, in 
Hamburg. 
February 15, 1956  Symphony in Eb by Ernest Bloch (75) is performed for the first time, in London. 
The Wife of Martin Guerre, an opera by William Bergsma (34) to words of Lewis, is performed for the 
first time, in New York. 
February 16, 1956  Speaking to the 20th Party Congress in Moscow, Deputy Prime Minister Anastas 
Mikoyan criticizes the “cult of the individual” in favor of collective leadership. 
The British House of Commons votes to abolish the death penalty. 
Toccata for orchestra by Leon Kirchner (37) is performed for the first time, in San Francisco. 
February 17, 1956  The Brazilian Federal Territory of Guaporé is renamed Rondônia. 
Two Madrigals for voice and piano by Hugo Weisgall (43) to 17th century English texts are performed 
for the first time, at the Juilliard School, New York. 
February 18, 1956  Benjamin Britten (42) conducts a performance of his Sinfonia da Requiem over the 
airwaves of NHK, originating in Tokyo.  The work was written in response to a commission from the 
Japanese government in 1940 but was rejected as insulting. 
Gustave Charpentier dies in Paris, aged 95 years, seven months and 24 days. 
February 19, 1956  In a pastoral letter, Archbishop Joseph Francis Rummel of New Orleans calls racial 
segregation immoral and announces that all parochial schools in his archdiocese will be 
desegregated. 
February 20, 1956  Spring Comes Singing for voice and piano by Henry Cowell (58) to words of 
Hagemeyer is performed for the first time, at the Juilliard School, New York.  Also premiered is Piano 
Sonata no.10 op.67 by Vincent Persichetti (40) and Three Children’s Songs for Grownups (later Childhood 
Fables for Grownups) for voice and piano by Irving Fine (41) to words of Norman. 
February 21, 1956  The French government announces that, pursuant to the Indochina Treaty, 
President Ngo Dinh Diem has requested the complete withdrawal of French troops.  France will 
comply. 



A Birmingham, Alabama grand jury indicts 115 people for instigating a boycott of the city buses by 
black citizens.  The boycott is almost 100% effective. 
February 22, 1956  US President Eisenhower authorizes the sale or lease of 40,000 kg of Uranium-235.  
Half will go to the US power industry, the other half to countries not yet producing it. 
Over the next three days, 90 African-American leaders in Montgomery, Alabama (including 24 
ministers) are arrested for leading a boycott of the city buses.  They are among the 115 indicted 
yesterday. 
Movements 1, 2, 3 and 5 of Folk Fantasy for Festivals for folksingers, soloists, speakers, chorus and 
piano by Roy Harris (58) are performed for the first time, at the Juilliard School of Music, New York.  
See November 14, 1957 and May 6, 1963. 
Calcium Light Night from Set no.1 for chamber orchestra by Charles Ives (†1), edited and arranged by 
Henry Cowell (58), is performed for the first time, in Sprague Memorial Hall, Yale University.  Also 
premiered are Ives’ songs No More to words of Whittier, There is a certain garden, Yellow Leaves to 
words of Bellamann, and A Sea Dirge to words of Shakespeare. 
February 23, 1956  Representatives of five British colonies in the Caribbean (Jamaica, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Barbados, the Windward Islands and the Leeward Islands) end a two-week conference in 
London.  They agree to federate, with single elections and legislature. 
Concerto for piano and orchestra no.1 by Leon Kirchner (37) is performed for the first time, in New 
York, the composer at the keyboard. 
February 24, 1956  A meeting takes place between Le Corbusier and representatives of the Philips 
Corporation in the architect’s Paris studio.  They discuss a building to be erected at the upcoming 
world’s fair in Brussels. 
Symphony no.5 by Walter Piston (62), commissioned by the Juilliard School in honor of its 50th 
anniversary, is performed for the first time, in New York. 
February 25, 1956  General Secretary Nikita Sergeievich Khrushchev announces a de-Stalinization of 
Soviet history in his speech entitled “Crimes of the Stalinist Era” to a meeting of the 20th party 
congress.  The speech is made late at night to a select audience and is kept secret.  It will be made 
public in June by the United States State Department. 
February 26, 1956  In England on a Fulbright Scholarship, Sylvia Plath meets Ted Hughes for the first 
time, at a party in Cambridge. 
February 27, 1956  Alabama State Rep. W. L. Martin fails to force University of Alabama president 
Oliver Carmichael to give him the names of students who signed a petition urging the readmittance 
of Autherine Lucy.  He says that if whites in Alabama give in, “we will have but three choices to 
make—sell your homes and get out of Alabama, be humiliated or take up your shotguns.” 
February 28, 1956  In a radio and television speech to Algeria, French Prime Minister Guy Mollet 
offers Algerians a cease fire or all-out war. 
February 29, 1956  Talks between British Colonial Secretary Alan Lennox-Boyd and Archbishop 
Makarios on the future of Cyprus break down. 
A federal judge in Birmingham, Alabama orders the University of Alabama to reinstate its first black 
student, Autherine Lucy.  He dismisses her claim that the trustees be held in contempt.  Shortly 
afterward, the University trustees expel  Ms. Lucy for making “outrageous, false and baseless 
accusations” against the trustees. 
The legislature of the State of Mississippi declares the Supreme Court desegregation decision 
“invalid” in the state. 
President Carlos Ibañez of Chile lifts the nationwide State of Siege begun in January in the face of a 
threatened general strike. 
Fourth Quintet for strings op.350 by Darius Milhaud (63) is performed for the first time, in Brussels. 



...if He please for chorus, children’s chorus and orchestra by Henry Cowell (58) to words of Taylor, is 
performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York. 
March 1, 1956  Urho Kaleva Kekkonen becomes president of Finland replacing Juho Kusti Paasikivi.  
The first general strike in the history of Finland begins over wages. 
The legislature of the State of Alabama unanimously resolves to ask the federal government for funds 
to transport souther blacks to the north and midwest where blacks are “wanted and needed and can 
be assimilated.” 
Prelude and Fugue for four percussionists by Charles Wuorinen (17) is performed for the first time, in 
the Recital Hall of the School of Music, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
March 2, 1956  A constituent assembly meeting in Karachi adopts a constitution for the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan. 
The Kingdom of Morocco is proclaimed independent of France in a treaty signed in Paris.  Moroccan 
leaders are Sultan Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef and Prime Minister M’barek Bekkai. 
King Hussein of Jordan sacks the commander of the Arab Legion, John Bagot Glubb, for refusing to 
carry out his orders.  Glubb and his family are put on a plane and flown to Cyprus. 
The NAACP, Autherine Lucy and four other African-americans are sued in Birmingham by four men 
asking $4,000,000 in damages.  They were all named in Ms. Lucy’s original suit. 
Symphony no.11 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (68) is performed for the first time, in Boston, the composer 
conducting.  Critics are very positive. 
March 3, 1956  Karl Fagerholm replaces Urho Kekkonen as prime minister of Finland. 
March 5, 1956  In National Assembly elections in South Vietnam, supporters of President Ngo Dinh 
Diem win 112 of 123 seats. 
Great Britain begins jamming radio broadcasts from Greece to Cyprus. 
March 6, 1956  The West German Parliament approves 14 constitutional amendments which allow for 
rearmament and civilian control over the armed forces. 
Tartiniana Seconda for violin and piano by Luigi Dallapiccola (52) is performed for the first time, in 
Vienna, the composer at the keyboard.  See March 15, 1957. 
March 7, 1956  Demonstrations against the de-Stalinization campaign take place at the University of 
Tbilisi today and tomorrow. 
A constitutional convention in the Commonwealth of Virginia adopts an amendment allowing for 
state funds to private schools.  This is for a scheme to circumvent the desegregation order. 
March 9, 1956  Archbishop Makarios and three other Greek Orthodox leaders are deported from 
Cyprus to the Seychelles for giving active support to terrorism. 
French Tunisians attack the US Consulate in Tunis, charging that the US has aided Tunisian 
nationalists. 
The Argentine government seizes the assets of 17 Perónista firms and individuals including three 
Buenos Aires newspapers.  Today ends a 30-day period during which Perónistas were to explain how 
they acquired their assets. 
Concerto per il Marigny for eight players by Hans Werner Henze (29) is performed for the first time, in 
Paris. 
March 10, 1956  Greek Cypriots stage a one-day general strike against the deportation of Archbishop 
Makarios.  Greece recalls its ambassador from Britain in protest.  Greeks in Candia, Crete attack the 
British consulate and force the consul to go into hiding under police protection. 
Oiseaux exotiques for piano and chamber orchestra by Olivier Messiaen (47) is performed for the first 
time, in Petit Théâtre Marigny, Paris. 
Sonata for cello and piano by Ralph Shapey (34) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Recital 
Hall, New York. 



March 11, 1956  The teaching of English in Greek schools is suspended indefinitely to protest the exile 
of Archbishop Makarios. 
A Declaration of Constitutional Principles is signed by 19 Senators and 77 Congressmen from 
southern states.  It denounces school desegregation and joins all together to fight the Supreme Court 
decision by all legal means. 
March 12, 1956  Boleslaw Bierut, First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party dies in Moscow, 
reportedly of a “fatal heart complication.” 
A commission from the Ministry of Culture assembles in the Moscow apartment of Dmitri 
Shostakovich (49) to hear him play through his revision of Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District.  After 
hearing the entire opera, they vote unanimously not to allow a production. 
The US Supreme Court rules that the University of Florida must admit a black student, Virgil 
Hawkins, to its law school “without delay.”  He has been waiting seven years. 
Sonata for violin and piano by Bohuslav Martinu (65) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
Septet for madrigal singers, clarinet and keyboard by Henry Cowell (59) is performed for the first 
time, in the Baltimore Museum of Art. 
March 13, 1956  Organ works by Charles Koechlin (†5) are performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of French Radio:  Four of the 24 chorals sur de thèmes anciens op.82 and the second and 
twelfth of the 12 chorals sur des thèmes anciens op.136. 
March 14, 1956  A state of siege in Peru, in place since February 6, is lifted.  Political prisoners are 
released. 
Assistant Secretary of State Robinson McIlvaine tells a committee of the US House of Representatives 
that a tour of the Middle East by the Symphony of the Air has been cancelled because they suspect 30 
members of the orchestra are communists. 
De vives voix op.131 for chorus of three equal voices by Florent Schmitt (85) is performed for the first 
time, ini Brussels. 
March 15, 1956  Reports of Nikita Khrushchev’s February 25 anti-Stalin speech begin reaching the 
west. 
Lerner and Loewe’s My Fair Lady opens in New York. 
March 17, 1956  Incidental music to Sutherland’s play Junius on Horseback by Peter Sculthorpe (26) is 
performed for the first time, in the Playhouse, Hobart, Tasmania. 
March 18, 1956  A Piece for Tape Recorder by Vladimir Ussachevsky (44) is performed for the first time, 
in New York. 
Preamble and Fugue op.61 for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger (70) is performed for the first time, in 
Oklahoma City. 
March 19, 1956  Greek Cypriots carry out a pogrom against the ethnic Turks in the village of Vasilia.  
British troops end the violence after 17 people are injured. 
The first general strike in the history of Finland ends after 19 days when 500,000 workers are given a 
pay increase. 
Otello, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian (52), is released. 
A subcommittee of the United States Congress holds that Leonard Bernstein (37), identified only as 
“no.5”, and several members of the Symphony of the Air are risks to the security of the United States. 
Piano Sonata no.8 op.41 by Vincent Persichetti (40) is performed for the first time, at the Philadelphia 
Conservatory. 
March 20, 1956  Ali Sastroamidjojo replaces Burhanuddin Harahap as Prime Minister of Indonesia. 
In a protocol signed in Paris, the Kingdom of Tunisia is proclaimed independent of France under 
King Muhammad al-Amin and Prime Minister Tahar ben Ammar. 
Edward Ochab is elected First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party, replacing Boleslaw 
Bierut. 



A time bomb is discovered between the mattresses of Field Marshal Sir John Harding, Governor of 
Cyprus.  A Greek servant is suspected.  All Cypriot household staff will be removed from the house. 
Summer Music for wind quintet by Samuel Barber (46) is performed for the first time, at the Detroit 
Institute of the Arts. 
March 22, 1956  The pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama, the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is found guilty of conspiring to boycott the city’s buses.  He is sentenced 
to $1,000 in fines or 386 days in jail.  The sentence is suspended pending appeal. 
March 23, 1956  Iskander Mirza becomes the first president of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.  
Pakistan retains membership in the British Commonwealth. 
March 24, 1956  Prelude for organ by Thea Musgrave (27) is performed for the first time, in St. James’s, 
Picadilly, London. 
March 25, 1956  British authorities impose a 24-hour curfew on Cyprus on Greek Independence Day. 
In national elections for a constituent assembly in Tunisia, the Neodestour Party wins 97% of the vote 
and elected their entire slate.  The only opposition was the Communist Party. 
March 26, 1956  Haut Voltage by Pierre Henry (28) is performed for the first time, at l’Opéra de Metz.  
It is one of the first examples of electro-acoustic music, combining musique-concrète, electronic sound 
generators, voices and instruments. 
March 27, 1956  Agents of the Internal Revenue Service seize offices of the Communist Party 
newspaper The Daily Worker in New York, Chicago and Detroit and party headquarters in several 
cities for non-payment of taxes.  The editor tells the press that since the paper lost $200,000 last year, 
it owes no taxes. 
March 28, 1956  Pravda denounces Stalin for abuse of power. 
The Parliament of Iceland asks all NATO forces to leave the country. 
March 29, 1956  As part of the de-Stalinization process, Hungarian Communist Party First Secretary 
Matyas Rakosi announces the rehabilitation of Laszlo Rajk and others executed in 1949 on charges of 
“Titoism.”  Others still imprisoned are released. 
Seven Haiku for piano by John Cage (43) is performed for the first time, at Bard College in Annandale-
on-Hudson, New York. 
March 30, 1956  Algerians in France begin strikes in demonstrations in support of Algerian 
nationalists.   
March 31, 1956  Lt. General Kenryo Sato, the last major Japanese war criminal still in prison, is 
paroled in Tokyo.  He has served ten years of a life sentence. 
Police in Paris break up a parade in support of the Algerian independence movement.  3,000 people 
are arrested. 
Comoedia de Christi Resurrectione by Carl Orff (60) to words of the composer, is performed for the first 
time, over the airwaves of Munich Radio.  See April 21, 1957. 
April 2, 1956  Leonard Bernstein (37) signs his first contract with Columbia Records. 
The US Supreme Court rules that states do not have the right to try citizens for advocating the violent 
overthrow of the government.  Only the federal government can do that.  The ruling invalidates laws 
in 42 states. 
April 3, 1956  The Spanish government announces that it has approved the independence of Spanish 
Morocco and its incorporation into the Kingdom of Morocco. 
The French military estimates that 745 people have been killed over the last week in fighting in 
Algeria. 
The US Internal Revenue Service agrees to return the assets of the Daily Worker and the Communist 
Party on payment of $3,000 by the newspaper and $1,500 by the party. 
April 4, 1956  Symphony for trombone and orchestra by Ernest Bloch (75) is performed for the first time, 
in Houston. 



April 5, 1956  Constant border incidents escalate into serious fighting between Egyptian and Israeli 
soldiers near the town of Gaza.  A cease fire brokered by the UN begins at 6 pm. 
Los meridos de mamá, a film with music by Alberto Ginastera (39), is released in Argentina. 
April 6, 1956  Warsaw Radio reports that First Secretary of the Polish United Workers’ Party Edward 
Ochab several people imprisoned in 1951 and 1953 on charges of “Titoism” have been released.  
Among these are former First Secretary Wladyslaw Gomulka. 
April 7, 1956  Egypt begins sending small suicide squads across the border into Israel to kill civilians 
and destroy infrastructure. 
In an agreement signed in Madrid, Spain ends its protectorate over Spanish Morocco and transfers it 
to the Kingdom of Morocco.  Spain will maintain  a military presence until a Moroccan army can be 
formed. 
April 8, 1956  The Trial at Rouen, a television opera by Norman Dello Joio (43) to his own words, is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the National Broadcasting Company.  See April 16, 
1959. 
April 9, 1956  UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld arrives in Beirut to begin a peace mission to 
Israel and the surrounding Arab states. 
April 11, 1956  France calls up reservists to deal with the  uprising in Algeria. 
Habib Bourguiba is named Prime Minister of Tunisia. 
Six Ku Klux Klan members assault Nat King Cole during a performance at the Birmingham, Alabama 
Municipal Auditorium. 
April 12, 1956  The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit opens in New York. 
April 13, 1956  The National Assembly of Tunisia adopts a constitution. 
22 Jewish young people invade the Egyptian consulate in New York and hold it for more than an 
hour while they conduct a memorial service to Israeli civilians killed by Egyptian death squads. 
The Interamerican Music Center is established in Washington sponsored by the Organization of 
American States.  It promotes music throughout the Western Hemisphere. 
April 14, 1956  The Ampex Corporation demonstrates a magnetic video-tape recorder at the 
convention of the National Association of Radio and Television Broadcasters in Chicago.  The 
audience is astonished at the immediate playback. 
April 16, 1956  Liebeslied for chorus and instruments by Luigi Nono (32) to his own words is 
performed for the first time, in London. 
Dalton Suite for school orchestra by Henry Cowell (59) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
Symphony for Band op.69 by Vincent Persichetti (40) is performed for the first time, in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
April 17, 1956  In a de-Stalinization move, Bulgarian Prime Minister Vulko Velyov Chervenkov is 
replaced by Anton Tanev Yugov. 
The Information Office of the Communist Parties (Cominform) is abolished. 
April 18, 1956  A cease fire between Israel and Egypt, brokered by UN Secretary General Dag 
Hammarskjöld, goes into effect. 
An agreement is reached between twelve nations on a charter for an International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 
Four white men who attacked Nat King Cole on April 11 receive fines and jail time in a Birmingham, 
Alabama court. 
April 19, 1956  Prince Ranier III of Monaco marries American actress Grace Kelly in St. Nicholas 
Cathedral in Monte Carlo. 
April 20, 1956  Theater Piece no.2 for tape, piano, voice, narrator, percussion and winds by Otto 
Luening (55) is performed for the first time, in Juilliard Concert Hall, New York.  Also premiered is 
Meditation on Ecclesiastes for strings by Norman Dello Joio (43).  See May 6, 1957. 



April 21, 1956  Fighting between Algerian rebels and French troops reaches to within 25 km of 
Constantine.Variations for Orchestra by Elliott Carter (47) is performed for the first time, in Columbia 
Auditorium, Louisville. 
April 22, 1956  The Polish government announces an amnesty for 70,000 political prisoners. 
Soviet authorities discover a CIA tunnel into East Berlin.  They will turn it into a tourist attraction. 
April 23, 1956  The US Supreme Court rules unanimously against racial segregation on intrastate 
buses. 
April 24, 1956  Clyde Sellers, police commissioner of Montgomery, Alabama, warns that bus 
operators who permit racial integration on their buses will be prosecuted. 
April 26, 1956  Clarinet Duets by Leslie Bassett (33) are performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
April 28, 1956  Eight Czech Duets for piano by Karel Husa (34) is performed for the first time, at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. 
April 29, 1956  The First Echelon, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich (49), is shown for the first 
time. 
April 30, 1956  The first elected parliament in Somaliland convenes in Mogadishu. 
Cuban President Fulgencio Batista suspends constitutional rights and imposes censorship for 45 days. 
May 1, 1956  3,000 troops of the new East German army parade in Berlin for the first time. 
President Pedro Aramburu of Argentina restores the country’s original constituion of 1853. 
May 2, 1956  The General Council of Methodist Churches votes to abolish segregation within the 
church. 
Symphony no.8 by Ralph Vaughan Williams (83) is performed for the first time, in Free Trade Hall, 
Manchester. 
Ad Te Domine for chorus by Kenneth Gaburo (29) is performed for the first time, at the University of 
Illinois. 
May 3, 1956  Violinist Isaac Stern becomes the first American concert artist to perform in Moscow in 
ten years. 
May 5, 1956  An orchestral suite from Dominick Argento’s (28) unperformed ballet The Resurrection of 
Don Juan is performed for the first time, at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York.  See 
May 24, 1959. 
May 6, 1956  73 rebels are reported killed by French troops near Ouenza, Algeria. 
May 7, 1956  In retaliation for rebel attacks on French farms, 150 Algerian rebels are reported killed 
by French troops in the Ain Temouchent area. 
May 8, 1956  The constitutional union between Indonesia and the Netherlands is dissolved. 
May 9, 1956  A plebiscite in British Togoland votes for integration with the Gold Coast. 
Greek crowds protesting upcoming executions in Cyprus battle police and rush the British consulate 
in Thessaloniki and the US Information Agency in Athens.  Three people are killed and 124 injured. 
May 10, 1956  Two Greek Cypriot rebels are executed by British authorities on Cyprus. 
Eastern Algeria is placed under martial law by the French Resident Minister. 
A plebescite in British Togoland favors union with the Gold Coast. 
Fugitive Songs, a cycle for voice and piano by Ulysses Kay (39) is performed for the first time, at 
Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington. 
May 11, 1956  Cypriot rebels announce that they have executed two British soldiers they held, in 
retaliation for the executions yesterday. 
May 12, 1956  After Algerian rebels injure 13 people by bombing a café in Constantine, French troops 
and vigilantes retaliate by killing 13 Algerians and wounding 37.  French officials report 175 rebels 
killed in fighting in eastern Algeria. 



May 13, 1956  Following fighting between Europeans and Algerians in Constantine, the city center is 
placed under armed guard. 
In parliamentary elections in Austria, the Peoples Party gains nine seats but comes one seat short of 
an overall majority.  The Peoples-Socialist coalition led by Chancellor Julius Raab continues. 
Several works by Charles Wuorinen (17) are performed for the first time in New York:  Song and 
Dance and Scherzo for piano solo performed by the composer,  settings of two lute songs by Thomas 
Campion (†336) for male chorus,  Faire, If You Expect Admiring and Turne Backe, You Wanton Flyer and 
Te Decet Hymnus for vocal soloists, chorus, timpani, organ and piano, the composer at the keyboard. 
May 14, 1956  The Soviet government announces that it plans to reduce its military by 1,200,000 men 
over the next year. 
While driving on a country road near Lodi, Hans Werner Henze (29) crashes into a milk cart and 
breaks his collarbone.  With his arm in a cast for six weeks, he is unable to complete the ballet 
Maratona he is writing for the Ballets Babilée in Paris. 
Ich singe wieder, wenn es tagt for chorus and string orchestra by Ernst Krenek (55) to words of Walther 
von der Volgelweide, is performed for the first time, in the Kongresssaal der Arbeiterkammer, Linz, 
the composer conducting. 
May 15, 1956  University students in Czechoslovakia demonstrate against government educational 
policies. 
French officials report they have taken the rebel-held town of Rivet, near Algiers, claiming 110 rebels 
are killed. 
Talks in London over the possible independence of Singapore break down. 
May 16, 1956  Five Romances on Verses of Yevgeni Dolmatovsky op.98, a cycle for voice and piano by 
Dmitri Shostakovich (49), is performed for the first time, in Philharmonic Hall, Kiev. 
Piano Concerto no.5 op.346 by Darius Milhaud (63) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
May 17, 1956  Jacques Barzun’s Music in American Life is published. 
Pantaloon, an opera by Robert Ward (38) to words of Stambler after Andreyev, is performed for the 
first time, in the Juilliard Concert Hall, New York.  It will be renamed He Who Gets Slapped. 
May 18, 1956  16 French soldiers are killed by Algerian nationalists near Palestro.  Some of the bodies 
are horribly mutilated.  Six survivors are carried off, but only one will live to see France again.  These 
are the first reservists killed in Algeria, a fact which raises concerns in France. 
British authorities ban all shipping from the north coast of Cyprus in an attempt to cut off the 
importation of arms. 
The first of the Two Theater Pieces by Lejaren Hiller (32) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana. 
May 19, 1956  Poem of the Motherland op.74, a cantata for solo voices, chorus and orchestra by Dmitri 
Shostakovich (49) to words of various authors, is performed for the firs time.  It was intended for the 
30th anniversary of the October Revolution. 
For tax purposes, William Walton (54) is declared a British citizen resident wholly abroad. 
The second of the Two Theater Pieces by Lejaren Hiller (32) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana. 
May 20, 1956  Grace to You and Peace for chorus and organ by Ulysses Kay (39) to words of Melnechuk 
after the Bible is performed for the first time, in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
May 21, 1956  The US detonates its first airborne hydrogen bomb above Bikini Atoll in the Marshall 
Islands. 
Piano Sonata no.7 op.40 by Vincent Persichetti (40) is performed for the first time, at Philadelphia 
Conservatory. 



May 22, 1956  300 French reservists at Bar-le-Duc uncouple their car from the train that was to take 
them to transport to Algeria.  After the train is put back together, they stage anti-government 
demonstrations at Dujon and Châlons-sur-Marne. 
French troops destroy the village of Ouled Djerrah, 50 km from Algiers, in retaliation for the action of 
May 18. 
May 24, 1956  Turkish Cypriots riot in several cities on the island, attacking Greek businesses. 
May 25, 1956  Concerto for viola with piano, winds and percussion by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (50) 
is performed for the first time, in Frankfurt-am-Main. 
May 26, 1956  An airplane lands in Lhasa for the first time. 
Five Neapolitan Songs for voice and orchestra by Hans Werner Henze (29) is performed for the first 
time, in Frankfurt. 
May 27, 1956  French troops raid the Casbah in Algiers, arrest 4,000 people and seize arms and 
printing equipment. 
Choral Variations on Von Himmel hoch da komm ich Her by Igor Stravinsky (73) is performed for the first 
time, in Ojai, California. 
May 28, 1956  A treaty is signed in New Delhi formally transferring sovereignty over all French 
possessions in the subcontinent to India. 
An agreement is signed between France and Morocco completely ending the 1912 Treaty of Fez and 
returning control over foreign affairs to Morocco. 
May 29, 1956  The first passenger aircraft lands in Lhasa. 
Arnold Schoenberg’s (†4) unfinished Modern Psalm for chorus, speaker and orchestra, to his own 
words, is performed for the first time, in Cologne. 
May 30, 1956  Clap Vocalism, musique concrete on tape by Toru Takemitsu (25), is performed for the 
first time, over the airwaves of New Japan radio. 
Several works involving magnetic tape are performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
Westdeutsche Rundfunk, originating in Cologne:  Gesang der Junglinge no.8 by Karlheinz Stockhausen 
(27) to words from the Bible, Klangfiguren II by Gottfried Michael Koenig (29) and Spiritus 
intelligentiae, sanctus by Ernst Krenek (55) for two solo voices and tape. 
Several new works are performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer Hall, New York:  4 More by Earle 
Brown (29), Structures for string quartet, and Three Pieces for String Quartet by Morton Feldman (30), 
and Radio Music by John Cage (43) 
May 31, 1956  Brendan Behan becomes a folk hero overnight after appearing, drunk and 
unintelligible, on a BBC television interview with Malcolm Muggeridge. 
June 2, 1956  In an overt sign of reconciliation, Yugoslav leader Josip Broz Tito is welcomed to 
Moscow for a three-week visit. 
June 3, 1956  The Soviet government announces further measures in its decentralization process by 
shifting justice and economy functions to the republics.  Several ministries in the federal government 
are abolished. 
June 4, 1956  The US State Department publishes all 26,000 words of Nikita Khrushchev’s speech 
before the 20th Party Congress in February.  It was the beginning of the Soviet “de-Stalinization” 
process. 
A Vision of Aeroplanes, a motet for chorus and organ by Ralph Vaughan Williams (83) to words from 
the Bible, is performed for the first time, at St. Michael’s, Cornhill, London. 
Variations sur le nom de Marguerite Long for winds, timpani and strings is performed for the first time, 
at the Sorbonne, Paris at a Jubilée Marguerite Long.  Contributors are Jean Françaix, Henri Sauguet, 
Darius Milhaud (63), Jean Rivier, Henri Dutilleux, Daniel Lesur, Francis Poulenc (57) and Georges 
Auric.  Milhaud’s contribution is Valse en forme de Rondo op.353b, while Poulenc’s is called Bucolique. 



June 5, 1956  West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and French Prime Minister Guy Mollet 
agree in Luxembourg to integrate the Saar into Germany. 
June 9, 1956  Members of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission are expelled from South 
Korea by the UN command.  They charge that Polish and Czech members of the Commission 
colluded with the North Koreans to hamper the implementation of the 1953 armistice agreement. 
June 10, 1956  The Eastman School of Music confers an honorary DMus on Ernest MacMillan (62). 
Perónista rebels take the government radio station in Santa Rosa, La Pampa, Argentina and hold it for 
twelve hours before surrendering to loyal troops.  Rebels in La Plata, Buenos Aires Province 
surrender after being bombed by the Air Force.  26 people are summarily executed.  2,000 are arrested 
throughout the country. 
June 12, 1956  Le Corbusier writes to Edgar Varèse (72) suggesting a collaboration on the Philips 
Pavilion at the upcoming Brussels World’s Fair.  He mentions that the actual design for the building 
is being made by Iannis Xenakis (34).  Varèse immediately accepts. 
Leader of the Argentine revolt, General Juan José Valle, is executed by firing squad. 
June 13, 1956  General elections in the Netherlands once again leave the two largest parties, the 
Catholic Peoples Party and the Labor Party, almost evenly divided, each with one-third of the seats.  
Willem Drees of the Labor Party will continue as Prime Minister. 
The House of Delegates of the American Medical Association resolves that the government 
distribution of the Salk polio vaccine should be halted.  They call it an unnecessary interference in 
medical practice. 
June 14, 1956  The last British troops leave the Suez Canal, turning control over to Egypt. 
June 15, 1956  Three Stalinists are purged from the Czech government, including Culture Minister 
Ladislav Stoll. 
June 16, 1956  Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath are married in London.  The wedding is secret because 
Ms. Plath is under the mistaken impression that she will lose her scholarship if she is married. 
Edgard Varèse (72), in New York, responds affirmatively to Le Corbusier’s correspondence of June 
12. 
In presidential elections held today in Peru, women vote for the first time. 
June 17, 1956  Soviet Foreign Minister Dimitri Shepilov confers in Cairo with President Nasser and 
offers to fund the Aswan Dam project. 
June 18, 1956  In ceremonies marking the transfer of the Suez to Egypt, President Nasser raises the 
Egyptian flag over Port Said. 
A bomb thrown into a Nicosia restaurant kills the US Vice-Consul to Cyprus and injures three 
consular officials. 
June 19, 1956  President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt ends press censorship and martial law in the 
country.  It has been in effect since the revolution of 1952. 
President Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia speaks to an audience in Dynamo Stadium, Moscow, saying 
the split with the USSR is now over and mutual understanding has been reached. 
Two Algerian terrorists are executed by the French authorities in Algiers, by guillotine. 
June 20, 1956  Nikita Khrushchev and Josip Broz Tito sign an agreement in Moscow reestablishing 
diplomatic relations between the USSR and Yugoslavia. 
June 21, 1956  Arthur Miller, appearing before the House Un-American Activities Committee, refuses 
to betray his associates.  He says he will sign a non-Communist affadavit to obtain a visa to 
honeymoon in Europe after marriage to Marilyn Monroe. 
The US Atomic Energy Commission reports that scientists in its laboratory in Los Alamos, NM 
recently discovered a neutrino, a “vanishingly small” part of the atom. 
Three Songs from “The Heart of the Matter” for tenor, horn and piano by Benjamin Britten (42) to words 
of Edith Sitwell is performed for the first time, in Aldeburgh, the composer at the piano. 



June 24, 1956  France grants Togo internal autonomy. 
On his return from Moscow, Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito stops in Romania and holds talks 
with the leaders there. 
Ceremonies today reopen the Cathedral of Rouen.  It was damaged by Allied bombers in 1944 and 
had to be restored. 
June 25, 1956  According to official results, Egyptian voters simultaneously approve a new 
constitution and a six-year term for President Gamal Abdel Nasser. 
Today’s edition of Sovyetskii Muzykant identifies Sofia Gubaidulina (24) as the winner of first prize in 
gymnastics at an athletic competition of students at all of Moscow’s higher education institutions.  
She is studying at Moscow Conservatory. 
Robert Briscoe becomes the first Jewish Lord Mayor of Dublin. 
20 Cuban exiles, one named Fidel Castro Ruz, are arrested in Mexico City, charged with plotting to 
kill Cuban President Fulgencio Batista. 
Darius Milhaud’s (63) Piano Concerto no.5 is performed for the first time, at Lewisohn Stadium, New 
York. 
June 26, 1956  17 people are arrested in Havana charged with plotting to kill Cuban President 
Fulgencio Batista. 
Guatemalan troops fire on students in Guatemala City protesting the suspension of constitutional 
rights.  Four students are killed, 19 injured.  Martial law is declared. 
June 28, 1956  50,000 workers strike in Poznan against poor living conditions and price rises.  They 
attack the headquarters and jail of the security police, the Communist Party building and a radio 
station which jams foreign broadcasts.  Over the next three day, seventy people are killed, hundreds 
injured.  Troops sent to quell the strike go over to their side.  The city is surrounded and placed under 
curfew. 
Percy L. Julian, John Wayne Cole, Edwin W. Meyer and William J. Karpel receive a U.S. patent for the 
preparation of cortisone. 
June 29, 1956  Sporadic fighting continues in Poznan. 
Marilyn Monroe marries Arthur Miller in a civil ceremony in White Plains, New York. 
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Twelfth Night by Peter Sculthorpe (27) is performed for the 
first time, in Canberra. 
US President Dwight Eisenhower signs the Federal Aid Highway Act creating the Interstate Highway 
System. 
June 30, 1956  Kommunist, the periodical of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, publishes several notes and letters written by Lenin shortly before his death in 1924.  
They include his “Testament” of December 24, 1922, which praises Trotsky and recommends the 
removal of Stalin as General Secretary of the Party. 
Lina Llubera, first wife of Sergei Prokofiev (64), is released after eight years in Soviet labor camps, 
mostly in eastern Russia. 
Fighting comes to an end in Poznan.  In three days of revolt, 70 people have been killed and 
hundreds injured.  (Polish Radio announces 48 killed, 424 wounded) 
First Secretary Mátyás Rákosi calls a meeting of the Central Committee of the Hungarian Workers’ 
Party and announces his decision to foil an alleged plot against his government by reformers. 
650,000 US steelworkers go on strike against 100 companies.  They are still without a contract. 
Homage à Bach for organ by Charles Wuorinen (18) is performed for the first time, in First 
Congregational Church, Gardner, Massachusetts. 
Colin McPhee (56) arrives by bus in Los Angeles from New York.  He is to take up a residency with 
the Huntington Hartford Foundation in New York. 
July 1, 1956  The British government separates Montserrat from the Leeward Islands Territory. 



July 5, 1956  Suite for flute and piano or strings by Ernst Krenek (55) is performed for the first time, in 
Santiago, Chile. 
July 7, 1956  The West German Bundestag approves the first military conscription bill in that country 
since World War II. 
Lines from the Dead Sea Scrolls for male chorus and orchestra by Henry Cowell (59) is performed for 
the first time, at Tanglewood in Lenox, Massachusetts. 
Duke Ellington (57) and his band play the last night of the Newport Jazz Festival.  In the middle of an 
extended solo by saxophonist Paul Gonsalves, one audience member, Elaine Anderson, is so moved 
by the music, she begins to dance.  This works the crowd of 7,000 into a frenzy and urges Gonsalves 
on to new heights.  The audience rises from their seats and presses on to the stage.  The remainder of 
the performance takes place in an atmosphere of wild excitement, by musicians and listeners. 
July 11, 1956  Divertimento for piano and strings by Dominick Argento (28) is performed for the first 
time, at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York. 
July 12, 1956  Emperor Jones, a ballet by Heitor Villa-Lobos (69) after O’Neill, is performed for the first 
time, in Ellenville, New York, conducted by the composer. 
July 13, 1956  Ten trucks are produced in Changchun, the first ever produced in China. 
Seven anti-Communist students hijack a Hungarian airliner on an internal flight and force it to fly to 
West Germany.  The students and two passengers request asylum. 
A burning cross is found outside the Sheraton Park Hotel in Washington, the residence of Chief 
Justice Earl Warren.  Burning crosses are also placed outside the homes of Associate Justice Felix 
Frankfurter and Solicitor General Simon Sobeloff. 
July 14, 1956  Ode to Consonance for orchestra by Roy Harris (58) is performed for the first time, in 
Hotel Netherland Hilton, Cincinnati. 
July 15, 1956  Speaking to the Supreme Soviet in Moscow, Foreign Minister Dmitri Shepilov offers to 
negotiate an atomic test ban treaty with the United States and Great Britain. 
Jordan begins a three-day boycott of the Armistice Commission after they vote to condemn Jordan for 
a July 9 cross-border raid which killed two Israelis. 
A Flute Sonatina by Pierre Boulez (31) is performed for the first time. 
Piano Sonata no.2 by Thea Musgrave (28) is performed for the first time, in Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire. 
July 16, 1956  The United States suspends aid to Yugoslavia because of improving Yugoslav-Soviet 
relations. 
The editor of the Paris newspaper L’Express, Jean-Jacques Servan Schreiber, an outspoken critic of the 
government’s Algeria policy, is recalled to active service in Algeria. 
July 17, 1956  Anastas Mikoyan and Mikhail Suslov, members of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, go to Budapest and force Mátyás Rákosi to resign as First 
Secretary in an attempt to quiet dissension within the Hungarian Workers’ Party. 
July 18, 1956  Ernö Gerö replaces Mátyás Rákosi as First Secretary of the Hungarian Workers’ Party. 
Josip Broz Tito, Jawaharlal Nehru and Gamal Abdel Nasser meet on Brijuni, Yugoslavia 
July 19, 1956  After two days of meetings on Brijuni Island, Josip Broz Tito, Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Gamal Abdel Nasser issue a declaration deploring the existence to two massive geopolitical blocs but 
fail to create a “neutral” bloc. 
The United States withdraws its offer to Egypt to fund the Aswan High Dam project. 
Stefan Wolpe (53) lectures “On New (and not so new) Music in America” at Darmstadt. 
July 20, 1956 The United Kingdom withdraws its offer to Egypt to fund the Aswan High Dam project. 
Part II of Perspektiven, music to an imaginary ballet for two pianos by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (38), 
is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt.  See June 2, 1957. 
July 21, 1956  Hermann Jonasson replaces Olafur Thors as prime minister of Iceland. 



July 23, 1956  The World Bank announces that the offer of loans to Egypt for the Aswan High Dam 
project “automatically expired” because they were contingent on US and British grants. 
The US Public Health Service that a ten-year test of fluoridation of drinking water in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan resulted in a “striking reduction” of tooth decay among children. 
July 24, 1956  Ground and Fuguing Tune for organ by Henry Cowell (59) is performed for the first time, 
in St. Paul’s Chapel, Columbia University. 
July 25, 1956  Contempt citations are brought against eight individuals by the Committee on Un-
American Activities for refusing to cooperate with them.  Among those honored are playwright 
Arthur Miller, folk singer Pete Seeger, and actors Elliot Sullivan and George Tyne.  None of the 
citations will pass court scrutiny. 
Shortly before midnight, 70 km south of Nantucket Island, the Swedish liner Stockholm rams the 
Italian liner Andrea Doria in dense fog. 
July 26, 1956  In Alexandria, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser announces the nationalization 
of the Suez Canal Company.  He plans to use the revenue to build the Aswan High Dam. 
Israel charges before the UN Security Council that Jordan has been guilty of 101 border violations 
since April. 
10:15 a.m.  The Italian liner Andrea Doria sinks 70 km south of Nantucket Island, about ten hours after 
being struck by the Stockholm.  Most of the passengers and crew are saved by the Stockholm and other 
ships which came to the distress call.  53 lives are lost. 
July 27, 1956  The US, Great Britain and France begin meetings on how to counter the nationalization 
of the Suez Canal.  The Suez Canal Company appeals to banks holding its assets not to honor the 
nationalization.  They tell their 487 employees to follow orders only from them. 
July 28, 1956  The British government freezes all Egyptian assets in British banks. 
The British government begins jamming all Greek-language broadcasts from Cairo to Cyprus. 
July 29, 1956  The French government freezes all Egyptian assets in French banks. 
Egypt bans all exports to Britain or her colonies. 
July 30, 1956  British Prime Minister Anthony Eden tells the House of Commons that all arms 
shipments to Egypt have been halted. 
July 31, 1956  Six leaders of the Communist Party of the United States are convicted of violating the 
Smith Act, by advocating the violent overthrow of the government. 
August 2, 1956  British and French nationals begin to leave Egypt. 
The governments of Great Britain, France and the US call for a conference to create an international 
body to control the Suez Canal. 
The French National Assembly proclaims Egyptian President Nasser “a permanent menace to peace.” 
109-year-old Albert Woolson, the last survivor of the Union Army which fought in the US Civil War, 
dies in Duluth, Minnesota. 
August 3, 1956  Great Britain and France begin the deployment of military forces into the 
Mediterranean.  Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain declares a “great emergency” and authorizes the 
government to call reservists to active duty. 
Die Sänger der Vorwelt  for chorus and orchestra by Carl Orff (61) to words of Schiller, is performed for 
the first time, in Stuttgart. 
August 4, 1956  Indonesia repudiates its debt of 4,081,000,000 guilders to the Netherlands. 
August 5, 1956  French Minister of Defense Maurice Bourges-Manoury announces that Egyptian 
President Nasser is carrying out a “racial and religious crusade against Europe” which “must be 
crushed in the Egyptian egg.” 
Symphony no. 2 by Ned Rorem (32) is performed for the first time, in La Jolla, California. 



August 6, 1956  The French Southern and Antarctic Territory is created.  It includes Adelie Land 
(Antarctica between 142°E and 136°W), Crozet Island, the Kerguelen Islands, Saint-Paul Island and 
Amsterdam Island. 
Griffelkin, an opera by Lukas Foss (33) to words of Reid, is performed completely for the first time, at 
Tanglewood, Lennox, Massachusetts.  See November 6, 1955. 
August 7, 1956  Peking Radio announces that a typhoon which struck Chekiang, Honan and Hopeh 
last week killed 2,161 people. 
Seven Colombian army trucks filled with dynamite explode in Cali.  Over 1,100 people are killed and 
more than 2,000 buildings destroyed. 
August 8, 1956  Concerto for oboe and chamber orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (65) is performed for 
the first time, in Sydney. 
August 9, 1956  Three Greek Cypriots are hanged in Nicosia, one for killing a Turkish policeman and 
the other two for killing a British soldier. 
The first three movements of Illiac Suite by Lejaren Hiller (32) and Leonard Isaacson are performed 
for the first time.  It is a string quartet composed with the Illiac computer at the University of Illinois. 
August 10, 1956  Igor Stravinsky (74) is granted an audience with Giuseppe Cardinal Roncalli, 
archbishop of Venice, who gives permission for the performance of Canticum Sacrum in the Cathedral 
of San Marco, for which it was composed. 
August 11, 1956  Jackson Pollock is killed in an automobile accident near East Hampton, New York. 
August 14, 1956  Bertolt Brecht dies of a heart attack in East Berlin at the age of 58. 
A conference of 22 nations convenes in London to internationalize the Suez Canal.  Egypt is not 
present. 
August 15, 1956  Sonatina for woodwind quartet by Charles Wuorinen (18) is performed for the first 
time, in Bennington, Vermont. 
August 16, 1956  Four Israelis are killed and twelve injured when Arabs, apparently from Jordan, 
attack a bus in the Negev. 
Representatives of 22 nations meet in London to discuss the future of the Suez Canal.  Egypt is not 
present. 
August 17, 1956  The Federal Constitutional Court of West Germany rules that the Communist Party 
is illegal and must be dissolved.  Police arrest 50 party leaders and close party headquarters.  The 
offices of the party newspaper Vreies Volk in Düsseldorf are seized. 
August 18, 1956  On the Nature of Things for solo woodwinds, strings and glockenspiel by Henry 
Brant (42) is performed for the first time, in Bennington, Vermont.  Also premiered is Concertpiece for 
piano and strings by Charles Wuorinen (18). 
August 20, 1956  At the London Conference on the Suez, the United States puts forth a proposal 
(amended tomorrow) that the canal be run by an international body.  This is supported by 17 of the 
22 nations represented.  India proposes a different plan, that the canal be run by Egypt in liaison with 
and international consultative body. 
August 22, 1956  Chinese aircraft shoot down a US Navy patrol plane 260 km north of Taiwan and 51 
km off the coast of China. 
The Bonfire of Immortality, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian (53), is released. 
Into the Organ Pipes and Steeples for eleven players by Charles Wuorinen (18) is performed for the first 
time, in Bennington, Vermont. 
August 23, 1956  Marian MacDowell (Mrs. Edward MacDowell (†48)) dies in Los Angeles at the age 
of 99. 
August 24, 1956  The government of West Germany formally charges Dr. Otto John with treason for 
his defection to East Germany in 1954-55. 



August 25, 1956  One million Poles travel to Jasna Gora monastery to mark the 300th anniversary of 
the Polish defeat of the Swedes at Czestachowa.  It is widely seen as an expression of anti-
communism. 
Simplefolk, a film with music by Dmitri Shostakovich (49), is shown for the first time.  The film was 
banned in 1946. 
August 26, 1956  The Egyptian military orders the expulsion of three western reporters.  No reason is 
given.  One, William Stevenson of the Toronto Daily Star, says it is because he uncovered the fact that 
the Egyptian anti-Jewish propaganda campaign is being run by a former Nazi. 
The Frescoes of Piero della Francesca for orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (65) is performed for the first 
time, in Salzburg. 
August 27, 1956  Egyptian police arrest two British citizens and an Egyptian, charging them with 
leading a British spy ring.  The public prosecutor announces that one of them implicated  four other 
Egyptians and two foreign diplomats. 
August 28, 1956  President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt agrees to meet with representatives of 18 of 
the 22 nations attending the London Conference on the Suez Canal.  Meanwhile, his government 
expels two British diplomats, charging them with running a spy ring.  Britain denies the allegations. 
August 29, 1956  Egypt confirms the arrest of a third British citizen in the alleged espionage plot. 
Great Britain gives permission to France to station troops in Cyprus to insure “the protection of 
French nationals and their interests in the Eastern Mediterranean.”  The move is widely seen as a 
threat against Egypt and the nationalization of the Suez Canal.  Britain has already called up 500,000 
reservists. 
Three days after their enrollment in the high school of Clinton, Tennessee, eleven black students are 
escorted home by police in the face of a demonstration by about 1,000 whites. 
August 30, 1956  The Egyptian government releases a photostatic copy of a confession of espionage 
by Brition James Swinburn, implicating the former first and second secretaries of the British embassy 
in Cairo. 
Two Egyptian diplomats are expelled from Britain. 
Egyptian troops kill two Israeli soldiers in the Negev. 
A thousand people of both races participate in a race riot in Clinton, Tennessee.  Police clear the 
streets. 
August 31, 1956  Israeli forces launch three attacks into Gaza and El Auja in retaliation for the 
Egyptian attack of yesterday.  13 Egyptians and two Israelis are killed. 
September 1, 1956  Two choruses for male voices by Leos Janácek (†28) to words of Krásnohorská, 
are performed for the first time, in Prerov:  The Little Dove and Leave-Taking, 68 years after they were 
composed. 
September 2, 1956  Civilian volunteers use tear gas to disperse a mob of rioting segregationists in 
Clinton, Tennessee.  600 National Guard troops move into the city. 
September 3, 1956  A committee representing 18 nations, chaired by Prime Minister Robert Gordon 
Menzies of Australia, meets with President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt in Cairo over the future of 
the Suez Canal. 
A fourth British citizen is arrested by Egypt in the alleged espionage plot. 
The Tennessee National Guard deploys seven tanks to quell disturbances in Clinton. 
September 4, 1956  National Song by Zolán Kodály (73) to words of Petöfi is performed for the first 
time, in Budpest. 
In Oliver Springs, Tennessee, whites rampage over rumors that their schools will soon be integrated. 
Eleven black students return to the high school of Clinton, Tennessee, protected by National Guard 
troops.  Two-thirds of the white students boycott classes in protest. 



September 5, 1956  Newsmen covering the race riots are attacked and beaten in Oliver Springs, 
Tennessee. 
White mobs prevent blacks from entering a high school in Mansfield, Texas. 
Piano Concerto no.4 op.53 for piano left hand by Sergei Prokofiev (†3) is performed for the first time, 
in West Berlin, 25 years after it was composed.  The work was commissioned by Paul Wittgenstein 
but rejected and never performed by him. 
The Kentucky National Guard is called out to quell violence over school desegregation in Sturgis. 
September 6, 1956  Whites who were arrested for rioting in Clinton, Tennessee are released on bond.  
Upon leaving the courtroom they attack and beat waiting newsmen. 
September 8, 1956  Voters in North Carolina approve an amendment to the state constitution to 
strengthen segregation in the state. 
September 9, 1956  A week of talks between President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt and the 
“Committee of Five” nations headed by Prime Minister Robert Gordon Menzies of Australia over the 
future of the Suez Canal ends in failure.  In Cairo, Menzies calls the situation “very, very grim.” 
September 10, 1956  Jordanian troops kill six Israeli soldiers near Hebron and carry their bodies into 
Jordanian territory. 
A mob of 300 whites bars two blacks from entering a junior college in Texarkana, Texas.  National 
Guardsmen, under orders to preserve the peace, do not force the issue. 
All public schools in Louisville, Kentucky are desegregated without incident. 
September 11, 1956  Great Britain and France withdraw their request of the Suez Canal Company 
that all non-Egyptian employees remain at their posts.  Anyone who asked to return home before 
August 15 are “authorized to stop working on either September 14 or 15…” 
Israelis kill five Egyptian soldiers in the Sinai in retaliation for sabotage of an Israeli railroad. 
National Guardsmen are withdrawn from Clinton, Tennessee after the admission of twelve black 
students to the local high school.  75% of white students are now attending classes. 
September 12, 1956  The US, UK and France propose the creation of a Suez Users’ Association to 
oversee movement through the canal.  The idea is rejected by Egypt. 
Israel attacks Jordanian territory in Behron, killing 19 Jordanians.  Jordanians kill three Israelis at 
Hatseva. 
Four black children enter an all-white grade school in Clay, Kentucky with the help of the National 
Guard.  On the recommendation of the town’s mayor, all white students at the school boycott classes. 
September 13, 1956  Canticum sacrum for tenor, baritone, chorus and orchestra by Igor Stravinsky 
(74), to words from the Bible, is performed for the first time, in the Cathedral San Marco, Venice, the 
composer conducting. 
September 14, 1956  93 non-Egyptian pilots, along with 400 engineers and administrative personnel, 
depart the Suez Canal, leaving it in the hands of 50-60 Egyptian and Greek pilots.  15 Soviets, four 
Yugoslav and one West German pilots arrive to lend a hand. 
September 16, 1956  Parliamentary elections take place in Sweden.  Despite minimal losses, the Social 
Democratic/Farmers Party coalition of Prime Minister Tage Erlander continues in power. 
September 17, 1956  Meeting in Cairo, the Arab League supports Egyptian seizure of the Suez Canal 
and condemns the military buildup by Britain and France in the eastern Mediterranean. 
Four black students who have been attending a white grade school in Clay, Kentucky for five days, 
are barred from the school by a new ruling of the local school board. 
September 18, 1956  The British government announces that the Gold Coast colony will receive 
independence on March 6 in union with British Togoland. 
September 19, 1956  A second meeting of 18 nations takes place in London.  Over three days they 
discuss the formation of a Suez Canal Users’ Association. 



September 21, 1956  The three day conference in London about the Suez ends.  There is a joint 
declaration which sets up a Suez Canal Users’ Association.  The US, UK and Italy accept the 
declaration.  France rejects it, their cabinet split over how to proceed. 
During a party celebrating his reelection campaign, President Anastasio Somoza of Nicaragua is shot 
four times and wounded in León by poet Rigoberto López Pérez.  The attacker is immediately shot to 
death by Somoza’s aide. 
September 22, 1956  President Anastasio Somoza of Nicaragua is airlifted to a US hospital in the 
Panama Canal Zone for treatment of wounds suffered yesterday.  A team of doctors is personally 
sent by US President Dwight Eisenhower. 
September 23, 1956  Great Britain and France request that the UN Security Council take up the Suez 
situation. 
Jordanian troops fire on an archeological party at kibbutz Ramat Rahel near Jerusalem.  Four Israeli 
civilians are killed, 17 injured. 
Two members of the Czechoslovakian Air Force steal a plane, fly it to Passau, West Germany and ask 
for political asylum. 
Nicaraguan police arrest about 200 people in the wake of the shooting of President Somoza, including 
opposition leaders and members of the press.  Meanwhile, in the Panama Canal Zone, Somoza 
undergoes surgery.  The surgical team leader was sent personally by President Eisenhower. 
Parts of König Hirsch, an opera by Hans Werner Henze (30) to words of von Cramer after Gozzi, are 
performed for the first time, in the Berlin Städtische Oper.  Demonstrations break out, for and against, 
in the audience.  See October 4, 1957, March 10, 1963 and May 5, 1985. 
September 24, 1956  It is announced that Dmitri Shostakovich has been awarded the Lenin Prize, on 
the eve of his fiftieth birthday. 
Egypt requests that the UN Security Council study the military buildup by Great Britain and France 
in the eastern Mediterranean. 
Israeli forces occupy the El Auja demilitarized zone between it and Syria. 
Peyton Place by Grace Metalious is published in the United States. 
September 25, 1956  The first transatlantic telephone service goes into operation with underwater 
cables stretching from Clarenville, Newfoundland to Oban, Scotland. 
A Polish Air Force pilot crash lands his MIG-15 on the Danish island of Bornholm and asks for 
political asylum. 
Israeli forces attack into Jordan at Husan, southeast of Jerusalem, in retaliation for the Jordanian 
attack on Israeli civilians two days ago.  About 50 Jordanian troops are killed and an army base 
destroyed. 
William Walton’s (54) Johannesburg Festival Overture, commissioned to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the city, is performed for the first time, in Johannesburg City Hall. 
September 26, 1956  Prime Minister Anthony Eden of Great Britain and Prime Minister Guy Mollet of 
France appear together on French television and declare that complete Anglo-French unity has been 
reached on the Suez question. 
September 27, 1956  Enigma de mujer, a film with music by Alberto Ginastera (40), is released in 
Argentina. 
September 29, 1956  The US backed dictator, President Anastasio Somoza Garcia of Nicaragua, dies 
of wounds suffered on September 21.  He is succeeded by his son Luis Somoza Debayle. 
Antiphon op.56b for chorus and organ by Benjamin Britten (42) to words of Herbert is performed for 
the first time, at St. Michael’s College in Tenbury Wells. 
September 30, 1956  Admiral Karl Doenitz is released from Spandau Prison. 



Three Arab women place bombs in three Algiers cafes frequented by Europeans.  Two of them go off 
causing three deaths and scores of injuries, many of them children.  Even those Algerians 
sympathetic to the nationalist cause are stunned by the indiscriminate nature of the attacks. 
October 1, 1956  At the beginning of a third conference in London, the Suez Canal Users’ Association 
is launched by 15 nations. 
The last führer of the Third Reich, Admiral Karl Doenitz, is released from Spandau Prison, Berlin 
after serving his sentence of ten years. 
October 2, 1956  The first nuclear powered clock is unveiled at the Overseas Press Club in New York 
City.  It is called the Atomicron and is made by the National Company, Inc.  It measures 213x56x46 
cm and is driven by the cesium atom. 
While conducting his Symphony in C in Berlin, Igor Stravinsky (74) suffers a cerebral thrombosis near 
the end of the first movement.  In great pain, he finishes the performance, although he will not 
remember it.  In the dressing room afterwards, he is unable to write his name and has partial speech 
loss.  Eventually, the composer will make a complete recovery. 
October 4, 1956  Armed Jordanians kill five Israeli civilians near Sodom. 
Piano Concerto no.4 “Incantation” by Bohuslav Martinu (65) is performed for the first time, at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 
October 5, 1956  Police clear the campus of Lamar State College of Technology in Beaumont, Texas of 
anti-integration demonstrators, thus allowing 26 blacks to attend classes. 
String Quartet no.5 by Henry Cowell (59) is performed for the first time, in Cleveland. 
October 6, 1956  László Rajk, executed in 1949 as a “Titoist” and who was posthumously rehabilitated 
last March, is given a funeral procession in Budapest.  Former Hungarian Prime Minister Imre Nagy 
leads the procession and embraces Rajk’s widow.  It becomes a mass demonstration in favor of 
Hungarian independence. 
October 7, 1956  Bulgaria and Yugoslavia resume diplomatic relations. 
A subcommittee of the US House of Representatives begins an investigation of television quiz shows 
which are allegedly rigged. 
String Quartet no.6 by Dmitri Shostakovich (50) is performed for the first time, in Glinka Concert Hall, 
Leningrad. 
Hymns and Responses for the Church Year, volume 1 op.68 for chorus by Vincent Persichetti (41) is 
performed for the first time, at First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 
October 10, 1956  The first Warsaw Autumn Festival of Contemporary Music opens. 
Israel launches a retaliatory attack into Jordanian territory near Qalqilya.  Approximately 65 people 
are killed. 
October 12, 1956  After private meetings with UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld, 
representatives of Egypt, France and Great Britain agree on six points as a basis for further 
discussions. 
October 13, 1956  Former Prime Minister Imre Nagy is readmitted to the Hungarian Workers’ Party 
as part of a “mass-rehabilitation” brought on by improved relations with Yugoslavia. 
Sonate-Variations for piano by Ralph Shapey (35) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Recital 
Hall, New York. 
October 14, 1956  Polish Prosecutor General Marian Rybicki reports to the Sejm that 19 military 
officers executed for espionage in 1952 have been exonerated. 
Robert Browning Overture for orchestra by Charles Ives (†2) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie 
Hall, New York. 
Symphony no.3 by Alan Hovhaness (45) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
October 15, 1956  A ban on interracial athletic constests or social events goes into effect in Louisiana. 



Leonard Bernstein (38) is named one of two principal conductors of the New York Philharmonic.  He 
thus becomes the first conductor of a major orchestra born and trained in the United States.  He will 
share the post with Dmitri Mitropoulos. 
Findings of 18 prominent US psychologists and social scientists are made public by Dr. Otto 
Klineberg of Columbia University.  They show that people of African descent do not have any less 
intellectual capacity than people of European descent. 
October 16, 1956  Under the flag of Sudan with a Greek captain, the Athos is stopped and boarded by 
the French Navy near the coast of Morocco.  It is found to by carrying 70 tons of arms and 
ammunition destined for the Algerian rebels.  It was all loaded in Alexandria, bought with Egyptian 
money. 
October 17, 1956  Calder Hall, at Windscale, is officially opened by Queen Elizabeth II, north of 
Liverpool.  It is the first nuclear power plant to produce electricity to the public in commercial 
quantities. 
October 18, 1956  Portrait for violin and orchestra by Bernard Rogers (63) is performed for the first 
time, in Cleveland. 
October 19, 1956  The USSR and Japan jointly end their state of war and establish diplomatic relations 
in a treaty signed in Moscow. 
Nikita Khrushchev leads a high-level Soviet delegation to Warsaw, reportedly threatening military 
intervention if the Polish party replaces their hard-line politburo with a more independent group. 
Workers at major factories in Warsaw are armed in preparation of Soviet military intervention. 
Sonata concertante for violin and piano by Peter Mennin (33) is performed for the first time, at the 
Library of Congress, Washington. 
October 20, 1956  The high level Soviet delegation to Warsaw led by Nikita Khrushchev reportedly 
accepts a compromise list of politburo members and returns to Moscow. 
October 21, 1956  Moderate reformer Wladyslaw Gomulka replaces Edward Ochab as First Secretary 
of the Polish United Workers’ Party at the head of a new Politburo. 
British forces capture Dedan Kimathi, leader of the Mau Maus, near Nyeri, 160 km north of Nairobi. 
Variazioni for two basset horns and strings by Luciano Berio (30) is performed for the first time, in 
Donaueschingen. 
Sept chansons pour Gladys op.151, a cycle for voice and piano by Charles Koechlin (†5) to his own 
words, is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of French Radio III.  The cycle was inspired 
by the performance of Lilian Harvey in the film Calais-Douvre. 
The Unicorn, the Gorgon and the Manticore, or The Three Sundays of a Poet for chorus, ten dancers and 
nine instruments, by Gian-Carlo Menotti (45) to his own words, is performed for the first time, in the 
Library of Congress, Washington. 
October 22, 1956  News of the leadership changes causes widespread demonstrations of support 
throughout Poland. 
Demonstrations in support of Polish workers take place in Budapest.  Intellectuals and university 
students publicly demand a reform of communism and multi-party elections. 
While flying in a plane chartered by the Moroccan government, five leaders of the Algerian rebels are 
taken to Algiers by the French crew.  The five, including the military commander Mohammed Ben 
Bella, are imprisoned by the French. 
October 23, 1956  Zoltán Kodály (73) departs Budapest for the country and will not return until 
January.  He will miss the revolution. 
Fearing violence, the Hungarian government lifts a ban on demonstrations.  Students in Budapest 
rally at the statue of General Józef Bem, a Pole who aided Hungary in the uprising against the 
Hapsburgs in 1848-9.  They demand the reappointment of Imre Nagy to power, trials of Stalinist 
leaders, removal of Soviet troops and freedom of the press, speech and religion.  Within hours the 



population of Budapest is in the streets, joined by workers from the suburbs.  They destroy the statue 
of Stalin and proclaim Imre Nagy as prime minister.  The Hungarian army remains in barracks or 
provides demonstrators with weapons. 
Great Britain and France announce that they can not consider direct negotiations with Egypt over the 
Suez dispute. 
October 24, 1956  India adopts the Gregorian Calendar for official business effective March 22. 
Early morning.  Ernö Gerö, First Secretary of the Hungarian Workers’ Party, appoints Imre Nagy as 
prime minister.  He appeals to the Soviet troops in Budapest to restore order.  2 a.m.  Soviet armored 
vehicles appear in the streets of Budapest.   
Students demonstrate in front of the Magyar Radio building, desiring their demands to be broadcast.  
These include the removal of Soviet troops, democracy and free speech.  They are fired upon by 
Hungarian secret police and widespread fighting breaks out across the country. 
Le Corbusier’s design for the Philips Pavilion at the Brussels World’s Fair is accepted by the 
company. 
United States President Dwight Eisenhower states that atmospheric testing of thermonuclear 
weapons does not pose a hElat threat. 
Il Canto Sospeso for soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor, chorus and orchestra by Luigi Nono (32) to words 
from letters written by resistance fighters, is performed for the first time, in the Großen Sendesaal, 
Cologne. 
Serenata for orchestra by Walter Piston (62) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
October 25, 1956  Anastas Mikoyan and Mikhail Suslov arrive from Moscow and depose Gerö as 
incapable of handling the situation.  They appoint János Kádár as First Secretary and leave.  
Thousands of demonstrators congregate in front of the Parliament building.  They are fired upon by 
government agents from rooftops and perhaps as many as a hundred are killed. 
October 26, 1956  Revolutionary Workers’ Councils appear throughout Hungary acting as local 
governments. 
A statue of Stalin is removed from East Berlin. 
The statute of the International Atomic Energy Agency is signed at United Nations headquarters in 
New York. 
The Village Voice is published for the first time, in New York. 
Overture op.60 for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger (71) is performed for the first time, in Cincinnati. 
New England Triptych for orchestra by William Schuman (46) is performed for the first time, in Miami.  
It will prove to be Schuman’s most popular work. 
October 27, 1956  Revolt spreads throughout Hungary.  Prime Minister Imre Nagy appoints a 
“National Front” cabinet, including some non-Communists.  Insurgents release political prisoners 
from detention in Vác. 
The East German army cancels leaves and puts 120,000 troops on alert.  Loyalty demonstrations are 
organized. 
A treaty returning the Saarland to West Germany from French control is signed in Luxembourg by 
the foreign ministers of both countries.  It will take effect January 1. 
October 28, 1956  Hungarian Prime Minister Imre Nagy reorganizes the Party leadership to include a 
six-member Presidium which replaces the Central Committee.  Stalinists are denied seats.  Placing 
their faith in Nagy, Soviet troops pull off the streets of Budapest.   
Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski is released from detention by the Polish government.  He resumes his 
position as Primate of Poland. 
The leader of Cuban military intelligence, Antonio Blanco Rio, is shot to death as he exits a Havana 
nightclub.  Two companions are seriously injured. 



October 29, 1956  The Hungarian government begins to gain some respect with insurgents when an 
editorial is published in the Party daily Szabad Nép.  It refutes Pravda’s claim that the Hungarian 
revolution is inspired by westerners and reasserts the desire of Hungarians to live in peace with the 
USSR. 
Israeli forces invade the Sinai peninsula from north of Elat and reaching within 40 km of the Suez 
Canal. 
Morocco takes possession of Tangier. 
Candide, a comic operetta by Leonard Bernstein (38) to words of Hellman, Wilbur, La Touche, Parker 
and the composer, after Voltaire, is performed for the first time, in the Colonial Theater, Boston.  See 
December 1, 1956 and December 20, 1973. 
October 30, 1956  Insurgents occupy the Budapest headquarters of the Hungarian Communist Party.  
In the fighting, hundreds of communists are killed.  An article in Pravda offers to revisit Soviet 
relations with eastern Europe.  József Cardinal Mindszenty is released from prison.  The cardinal 
immediately seeks asylum in the United States embassy.  Soviet envoys Anastas Mikoyan and 
Mikhail Suslov reappear in Budapest and reaffirm the decision to remove the Soviet troops from the 
streets.  Prime Minister Imre Nagy announces that the one-party system is abolished and he legalizes 
three non-communist parties.  János Kádár, First Secretary of the Communist Party, announces that 
the collective farm system is abolished. 
British Prime Minister Anthony Eden announces that British and French forces will intervene in the 
Sinai war and occupy Port Said, Ismailia and Suez.  An ultimatum by Great Britain and France 
demands the removal of Egyptian and Israeli forces beyond 16 km from the canal.  Prime Minister 
Eden tells the House of Commons that if both Egypt and Israel have not complied with the 
ultimatum within twelve hours, Britain and France will send in troops “in what ever strength may be 
necessary to secure compliance.” 
Israeli forces capture El Quseima and reach within 30 km of the Suez Canal west of Nakhl. 
Two attempts in the UN Security Council to end the Suez fighting, one by the US, one by the USSR, 
are vetoed by France and Great Britain. 
Michael Tippett’s (51) Piano Concerto is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, Birmingham. 
October 31, 1956  As a result of yesterday’s fighting, most communists in Hungary seek refuge 
wherever they can find it.  Hungarian General Pál Maléter goes over to the insurgents.  József 
Cardinal Mindszenty resumes his duties as the leader of Hungary’s Catholics. 
President Nasser of Egypt orders general mobilization.  Israeli forces reach the Suez Canal and then 
withdraw to 16 km east of the canal, the British-French ultimatum line.  British and French airplanes 
begin bombing Egyptian targets along the canal. 
President Eisenhower makes a nationwide televised address announcing that the United States is not 
involved in the Suez fighting in any way.  He said the attack by Britain and France was a decision 
“taken in error.”  The USSR condemns Great Britain, France and Israel for “armed aggression.” 
A royal charter is granted to Sadler’s Wells Ballet, to be known as the Royal Ballet beginning in 
January. 
Rear Adm. G. J. Duefek of the United States becomes the first person to land an aircraft at the South 
Pole.  He is the first person to visit the pole since the expedition of Robert F. Scott left it in 1912. 
November 1, 1956  Indian states are reorganized, largely by language.  The number is reduced from 
27 to 14. 
It is reported that Soviet troops are entering Hungary.  Prime Minister Imre Nagy announces that his 
government has withdrawn from the Warsaw Pact and is declaring neutrality.  The Party publicly 
supports neutrality and calls for the withdrawal of Soviet troops.  However, János Kádár and five or 
six other Party leaders disappear and with Soviet help, reappear in Uzhgorod, Ukraine. 



Israeli forces capture El Arish and Rafah, cutting off the Gaza Strip.  Egypt breaks diplomatic 
relations with Great Britain and France.  President Nasser orders all British and French property to be 
registered for confiscation.  British and French planes continue to bomb targets in the Canal and Delta 
areas. 
November 2, 1956  Hungarian Prime Minister Imre Nagy telegraphs United Nations Secrectary-
General Dag Hammarskjöld that Hungary denounces the Warsaw pact and declares neutrality and 
asks the organization to place Hungary on its agenda.  They agree.  Soviet troops surround all 
Hungarian airports.  Nagy now institutes a multi-party cabinet, pleasing all factions of the 
insurgents.  Fighting stops on Budapest streets.  Workers councils agree to return to their jobs 
November 5. 
Israeli forces complete the capture of Gaza. 
The UN General Assembly votes 64-5 to call on all parties in the Suez war to cease fire and halt the 
movement of troops into the area. 
November 3, 1956  A joint Hungary-USSR military commission meets in Budapest to work out 
details of Soviet withdrawal from the country.  Later in the day, KGB agents arrest the Hungarian 
negotiators. 
British and French commands report the “virtual destruction” of the Egyptian Air Force.  Their 
governments reject the call for a cease fire by the UN General Assembly. 
A Choral Flourish for chorus and organ by Ralph Vaughan Williams (84) to words from the Bible, is 
performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, London. 
November 4, 1956  Soviet artillery begins bombarding Budapest as Soviet troops move in to crush the 
revolt.  Appeals from Prime Minister Imre Nagy and others for western aid go out over Radio 
Budapest.  Nagy is removed and replaced by János Kádár.  He gains refuge in the Yugoslav embassy.  
Over the next week, the revolt will be smashed by a massive deployment of Soviet troops.  The 
official total will number 3,000 people killed, 13,000 injured, 20,000 imprisoned of which 2,000 will be 
executed and thousands more sent to Soviet labor camps.  4,000 buildings will be destroyed. 
A large indignation meeting in Trafalgar Square to protest the British invasion of Suez turns violent 
as mounted police battle students. 
The UN General Assembly votes 58-10 to condemn the USSR for the invasion of Hungary. 
Israeli officers announce their Suez objectives have been reached and offensive operations in 
Northern Sinai are concluded. 
The UN General Assembly votes 57-0 to ask the Secretary General to submit a plan for an 
international force “to obtain and supervise a Middle Eastern cease fire.”  It then votes 59-5 for a 
second appeal for a cease fire and demand of compliance within twelve hours. 
November 5, 1956  British planes bomb targets around Cairo, inflicting about 1,000 military and 
civilian casualties.  British and French paratroopers land at the northern end of the Suez Canal and 
are engaged by Egyptian forces. 
Isreali forces reach Sharm el Sheikh, Ras Nusrani and Tiran Island thus assuring Israeli passage into 
the Gulf of Aqaba to their port at Elat. 
As many as 100,000 West Berliners demonstrate at the Brandenburg Gate in support of Hungarian 
rebels. 
The UN General Assembly creates a military force for Suez and names a Canadian commander. 
November 6, 1956  12:45 a.m.  Israel announces a cease fire. 
British and French amphibious units land at the north end of the canal.  The British take Port Said.  
They begin to move south towards Ismailiya.   
The Anglo-French command in Suez orders a cease fire to take effect at midnight. 
Deliberations of the French National Assembly are suspended when Communist members loudly jeer 
speakers supporting Hungarian rebels. 



Spain and the Netherlands withdraw from the Olympic Games in protest over the Soviet invasion of 
Hungary. 
The Boston Symphony Orchestra becomes the first American orchestra to perform in the USSR.  Their 
appearance at Leningrad Conservatory is given a tumultuous reception. 
Voting in the United States ensures the reelection of President Dwight Eisenhower.  The standings of 
the parties in both houses of Congress are virtually unchanged and the Democratic Party continues in 
control. 
November 7, 1956  János Kádár arrives at the Parliament building in Budapest in a Soviet armored 
car.  He is there to take over the government. 
3,000 demonstrators destroy the Paris offices of the Communist Party and communist newspaper 
L’Humanité. 
The UN General Assembly votes 65-1-10 to order British and French forces out of Egypt and the 
removal of Israeli troops to the cease fire line.  They also resolve 64-0-12 to create a UN emergency 
force and a seven-nation advisory committee. 
During a broadcast of Gesang der Junglinge by Karlheinz Stockhausen (28), György Ligeti (33), unlike 
his fellow Hungarians who hide in cellars, braves explosions and shrapnel and stays above ground to 
hear the radio. 
Ulysses Turns Homeward from the Edge of the World (Ulysses at the Edge) for clarinet, cello and two 
original instruments by Harry Partch (55) is performed for the first time, at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana.  Also premiered is Blur, an opera by Kenneth Gaburo (30) for actors and tape to his own 
words. 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night by Eugene O’Neill opens at the Helen Hayes Theater, New York. 
November 8, 1956  About 8,000 Communists march in Paris to support the Soviet invasion of 
Hungary.  130 of them are arrested for disorderly conduct or possession of weapons.  Riots take place 
in Marseilles, Strasbourg, Lyons and other French cities where Communist Party headquarters are 
destroyed. 
Demonstrations against the Soviet invasion take place in Vienna, Milan and other Italian cities, as 
well as Buenos Aires and Montevideo.  Denmark observes five minutes of silence throughout the 
country, in honor of Hungary. 
When Swiss athletes refuse to compete against Soviet athletes, Switzerland withdraws from the 
Olympic Games. 
The Ten Commandments, directed by Cecil B. DeMille, is released in the United States. 
November 9, 1956  Ulterior Motifs, a musical farce by Peter Sculthorpe (27) to words of Throssell and 
Godfrey-Smith, is performed for the first time, in the Riverside Theater, Canberra. 
Israel agrees to withdraw completely from the Sinai Peninsula.  They do not say whether they will 
withdraw from Gaza. 
Britain and France stop sending troops to Suez.  They presently have about 70,000-80,000 men in 
theater. 
Jean-Paul Sartre severs all of his ties with the French Communist Party over Hungary. 
The UN General Assembly votes 48-11-16 to demand the immediate withdawal of Soviet troops from 
Hungary.  A second resolution, voted 53-9-13, demands that the USSR stop interfering with the 
distrubution of relief supplies in Hungary. 
Concierto serenata for harp and orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo (54) is performed for the first time, in 
Palacio de la Música, Madrid. 
November 10, 1956  Iraq and Lebanon withdraw from the Olympic Games to protest the Suez war. 
November 11, 1956  Demonstrations against the invasion of Hungary take place in Calcutta. 



The Hungarian government imposes martial law and begins to reorganize the military and police.  
Prime Minister Kádár broadcasts an appeal against a general strike currently going on, and promises 
that no revenge will be taken against any Hungarian who recognizes his government. 
Yugoslav President Tito declares at Pula that “although we are against interference, Soviet 
intervention (in Hungary) was necessary.” 
Today is the broadcast of the first of 22 programs in a series called Air Power by CBS.  The music for 
the series is by Norman Dello Joio (43). 
November 12, 1956  The Kingdom of Morocco, the Republic of Sudan and the Kingdom of Tunisia, 
are admitted to the United Nations. 
Rioting Arabs in Rafah, Gaza Strip, try to loot a UN food warehouse.  Several are killed by Israeli 
guards. 
November 13, 1956  Marshall Rokossovsky, the defense minister of Poland, and 32 other Soviet 
officers are dismissed and return to Moscow. 
The US Supreme Court rules that Alabama laws requiring racial segregation on buses are 
unconstitutional. 
November 14, 1956  The Greater Budapest Central Workers’ Council is set up and a general strike 
conducted.  The Council will last several weeks and acts a a second government.   In December the 
Council’s leaders will be arrested. 
Hungarian rebels on Csepel Island in the Danube are subdued, thus ending open fighting in 
Budapest. 
Soviet authorities seize Imre Nagy as he leaves the Yugoslav embassy under a safe conduct pass. 
November 15, 1956  UN troops reach Egypt. 
Sweden orders a cut in fuel use because of Middle East fighting. 
Love Me Tender, Elvis Presley’s first movie, opens in the United States. 
November 16, 1956  Denmark, Italy and Norway order cuts in fuel consumption because of fighting 
in the Middle East. 
November 17, 1956  Polyphony for orchestra by Arthur Berger (44) is performed for the first time, in 
Louisville. 
November 20, 1956  Aleksander Zawadzki replaces Boleslaw Bierut as president of Poland. 
Budapest Radio reports that coal mines are producing only 1/7 their usual output and that electric 
power production is at 1/3 former levels. 
UN troops take up positions in the area of Port Said to separate British and French forces from 
Egyptians. 
The British government announces mandatory oil rationing because supplies have been disrupted by 
Middle East fighting.  Turkey also announces a cut in fuel consumption. 
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld submits a report that says 40,000 Hungarians have fled the 
country since October 23 and that new refugees currently number 2,000 per day. 
November 21, 1956  Fuel rationing for highway and waterway use goes into effect in France. 
Great Britain reports to the UN that one batallion of its troops will be withdrawn from Suez.  France 
says 2/3 of it warships have been withdrawn from Egypt and Israel reports it has pulled back 40 km 
from its most advanced positions. 
The UN General Assembly votes 55-10 to ask the Soviet and Hungarian governments to stop 
deportations from Hungary and that they allow the return of those already fled. 
November 22, 1956  The Games of the 16th Olympiad of the Modern Era open in Melbourne, for the 
first time in the Southern Hemisphere.  Egypt, Iraq and Lebanon boycott to protest the Israeli 
occupation of the Sinai.  The Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland boycott to protest the Soviet 
invasion of Hungary.  Public pressure in Switzerland, however, forces their olympic committee to 
rescind the boycott.  Among those viewing the ceremony is Peter Sculthorpe (27). 



November 23, 1956  British Prime Minister Anthony Eden announces that on medical advice, he is 
leaving to vacation in the West Indies. 
Henry Cowell’s (59) Variations for Orchestra is performed for the first time, in Cincinnati. 
November 24, 1956  The UN General Assembly votes 64-5 for Great Britain, France and Israel to 
remove their forces from Egypt “forthwith.” 
Egypt begins to expel “enemy nationals” from the country, including British and French citizens as 
well as Jews.  Their property is being confiscated. 
Alagoana, a ballet suite for orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (38), is performed for the first time, 
in Baden-Baden. 
November 25, 1956  Konfigurationen for piano by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (38) is performed for the 
first time, in Basel. 
November 26, 1956  Six members of the press are indicted for contempt of Congress for refusing to 
answer questions of the Internal Security Committee of the US Senate about Communist associations. 
November 27, 1956  Prime Minister Suleiman Nabulsi announces that his government will end the 
20-year defense treaty with Great Britain. 
Ballad for strings by Henry Cowell (59) is performed for the first time, at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson. 
November 29, 1956  Prof. Wolfgang Heinrich of Humboldt University is arrested by East German 
police.  He is convicted of establishing an anti-state group and sentenced to ten years imprisonment. 
Bells are Ringing, music by Jule Styne, book and lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph Green, opens in 
New York. 
November 30, 1956  US President Eisenhower orders emergency shipments of oil to Europe. 
200 armed Cubans attack national police stations in Havana.  They are routed. 
Piano Piece 1956 by Morton Feldman (30) is performed for the first time, in Vienna. 
Cinque canti for baritone and eight instruments by Luigi Dallapiccola (52) to ancient Greek texts 
translated by Quasimodo, is performed for the first time, at the Library of Congress, Washington. 
December 1, 1956  King Faisal of Iraq declares martial law and suspends the Parliament.  There are 
reports of violence in protest to Prime Minister Nuri as-Said. 
Candide, a comic operetta by Leonard Bernstein (38) to words of Hellman, Wilbur, La Touche, Parker 
and the composer, after Voltaire, is performed for the first time in New York at the Martin Beck 
Theater.  Critics are decidedly mixed.  See October 29, 1956 and December 20, 1973. 
Music for Orchestra by Charles Wuorinen (18) is performed for the first time, at Columbia University,  
New York. 
December 2, 1956  Israel announces its forces have withdrawn to more than 50 km east of the Suez 
Canal. 
82 Cuban revolutionaries led by Fidel Castro land on the southeastern coast of the island after a sea 
voyage from Mexico.  All but twelve are killed by government troops.  The survivors find refuge in 
the Sierra Maestra jungles, west of Santiago. 
December 3, 1956  The British and French governments announce that they will withdraw all their 
troops from Suez “without delay.” 
December 4, 1956  About 5,000 women and girls, supported by 10,000 others go to Heroes Square in 
Budapest to lay flowers at the tomb of the unknown soldier.  After debating with the Defense 
Minister, the women are allowed to proceed.  Intense jeering of the Soviet troops on hand is 
answered by a volley over the heads of the crowd. 
Nänie und Dithyrambe for chorus and orchestra by Carl Orff (61) to words of Schiller, is performed for 
the first time, in Bremen. 
Cinq refrains op.132 for three equal voices and piano by Florent Schmitt (86) is performed for the first 
time, in Paris. 



December 5, 1956  Hungarian Police and Soviet troops and tanks disperse anti-government 
demonstrators in Budapest four times. 
Police carry out raids throughout South Africa, arresting 144 people, black, white, south Asian and 
colored, and charging them with treason. 
December 6, 1956  Pro and anti-government demonstrators clash in Budapest.  Four people are 
killed. 
The Hungarian Federation of Writers protest the arrest of prominent writers yesterday. 
Retired white farmer B.T. Dukes is arrested in Zebulon, Georgia for the shotgun murder of Maybelle 
Mahone, a 30-year-old black mother of six.  Dukes said that he did it because Mahone “sassed” him. 
December 8, 1956  The Games of the 16th Olympiad of the Modern Era close in Melbourne.  In 17 
days of competition, 3,314 athletes from 72 countries took part (equestrian events were held in 
Stockholm, June 10-17). 
December 9, 1956  In Hungary, the Central Workers’ Council, which has been operating as a counter-
government, is declared illegal, as are all the local councils which sprang up during the revolution.  
Martial law is declared.  Anyone found possessing a weapon after December 11 is subject to 
execution.  Travel in the region of the Austrian border is banned. 
December 10, 1956  A general strike begins in Hungary which paralyzes most industrial centers. 
György Ligeti (33) and his wife Vera take a train from Budapest to the west, hoping to flee Hungary.  
The train is stopped at Sárvár by Soviet troops, but the Ligeti’s manage to escape into the town and 
hide in the local post office. 
December 11, 1956  The Hungarian government makes possession of illegal weapons a capital 
offense.  The leader of the Budapest Central Workers Council, Sandor Racz, and his aide Sandor Bari, 
are arrested in Budapest. 
Two days of rioting in Szeczin, Poland result in 88 arrests and the destruction of the Soviet consulate. 
György Ligeti (33) and his wife Vera continue their escape from Hungary in a postal train from 
Sárvár hidden under mail bags.  They are let off a few kilometers from the border and, under the 
cover of darkness, they walk across into Austria making it finally to the town of Lutzmannsdorf. 
The Hungarian delegation walks out of debate in the UN General Assembly on the Hungary issue. 
December 12, 1956  The United Nations General Assembly votes 55-8-13 to denounce the Soviet 
Union and demand that it withdraw its troops from Hungary. 
After three days of anti-Soviet demonstrations, workers in Poznan adopt resolutions demanding the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops from Hungary. 
The Irish Republican Army begins a campaign of violence for the unification of Ireland. 
Pablo Casals announces that he will move from France to Puerto Rico.  He is in self-imposed exile 
from Spain because of the Franco regime. 
December 13, 1956  A day after escaping from Hungary, György Ligeti (33) and his wife are driven 
from the border town of Lutzmannsdorf to Vienna. 
Pursuant to the referendum of last May, British Togoland is integrated into Ghana. 
December 15, 1956  Budapest Radio announces rebel Janos Soltesz has been hanged. 
Zeitmasze no.5 for woodwind quintet by Karlheinz Stockhausen (28) is performed for the first time, in 
Paris, conducted by Pierre Boulez (31). 
Over the night December 15-16, Egyptian troops attack withdrawing British and French forces at Port 
Said.  27 Egyptians are reported killed. 
December 17, 1956  The general strike in Hungary is called off as the government appears ready to 
make limited concessions.  Rebels claim that 258 people have been hanged throughout the country. 
Gasoline rationing begins in Great Britain for the first time since the removal of wartime controls. 
December 18, 1956  The Empire of Japan is admitted to the United Nations. 
Israeli forces withdraw to a line 75 km east of the Suez Canal. 



December 20, 1956  Tanzan Ishibashi replaces Ichiro Hatoyama as prime minister of Japan. 
Federal marshals serve a court injunction on officials of the State of Alabama, City of Montgomery 
and the company operating Montgomery buses ordering an end to racial segregation on the city’s 
buses.  Shortly thereafter, African-Americans in the city call off their year-long boycott of buses. 
December 21, 1956  Hands, Eyes and Heart for voice and piano by Ralph Vaughan Williams (84) to the 
words of his wife Ursula Vaughan Williams, is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the 
New Zealand Broadcasting Company, originating in Christchurch. 
December 22, 1956  An anti-government Revolutionary Council is set up in northern Sumatra. 
The last British and French troops are withdrawn from Suez at Port Said.  UN Emergency Forces take 
control of Port Said and Port Fuad. 
Former head of West German intelligence, Dr. Otto John, is convicted of treasonable conspiracy and 
publication of false material injurious to the Federal Republic.  He is sentenced to four years at hard 
labor and fined over $23,000 for court costs. 
December 23, 1956  Egyptian Army units enter Port Said amidst wild celebrations. 
1:30 a.m.  Persons unknown fire a shotgun into the front door of the home of Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in Montgomery, Alabama. 
December 24, 1956  A statue of Ferdinand de Lesseps in Port Said is destroyed by dynamite by an 
Egyptian crowd. 
Blacks in Tallahassee, Florida call off a boycott of the city’s buses and ride them in a non-segregated 
fashion, even though the City Council has ordered the bus company to enforce segregation. 
December 25, 1956  President Sukarno of Indonesia declares northern Sumatra in revolt. 
The Birmingham, Alabama home of Rev. F. L. Shuttlesworth, who called for the desegregation of his 
city’s buses, is destroyed by dynamite.  Shuttlesworth, his wife, two children and a guest are all 
injured in the blast. 
December 26, 1956  21 blacks are arrested in Birmingham, Alabama for riding in the white sections of 
buses. 
December 27, 1956  Indonesian government troops retake Medan, Sumatra and disperse rebels. 
Spartak, a ballet by Aram Khachaturian (53) to a story by Volkov, is performed for the first time, in the 
Kirov Opera and Ballet Theater, Leningrad.  The composer’s party overseers discouraged him from 
using this subject as not relevant to the revolution.  He informed them that Marx once named 
Spartacus as a hero of his and they relented. 
December 28, 1956 President Sukarno of Indonesia declares southern Sumatra in revolt. 
December 29, 1956  UN salvage crews begin clearing the Suez Canal at El Suweis. 
Concertino for cello and orchestra op.132 by Sergei Prokofiev (†3), completed by Mstislav 
Rostropovich and Dmitri Kabalevsky, is performed for the first time, accompanied by piano, in 
Moscow.  See March 18,1960. 
January 1, 1957  The Saarland is returned to the sovereignty of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Egyptian President Nasser declares his country’s treaty with Great Britain over maintenance of the 
Suez Canal and British bases in the area is null and void as of last October 31. 
The Prince of the Pagodas op.57, a ballet by Benjamin Britten (43) to a scenario by Cranko, is performed 
for the first time, at Covent Garden, conducted by the composer.  It will enjoy a run of 22 
performances. 
Today begins “Villa-Lobos (69) Year” as proclaimed by the Brazilian Ministry of Education and 
Culture. 
January 2, 1957  The Egyptian government imposes rationing of kerosene. 
A New York judge rules that Dr. Harry Slochower, who was fired from his position as German 
professor at Brookly College for refusing to answer Senate questions about communism, must be 
reinstated with back pay, interest and court costs. 



January 5, 1957  President Theodor Körner of Austria dies in Vienna.  He is replaced as acting 
president by Julius Raab. 
Speaking to a joint session of the US Congress, President Eisenhower asks for authority to use 
military force to protect the Middle East from “communist aggression.” 
January 6, 1957  967 Jewish refugees from Egypt arrive in Italy with tales of police terror and 
confiscation of property.  All but 100 have accepted asylum in Israel. 
January 7, 1957  Israel withdraws its troops to El Arish in the Sinai. 
4,600 French paratroopers under General Jacques Massu are ordered into Algiers to help keep order. 
January 9, 1957  Anthony Eden resigns as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 
French prime minister Guy Mollet asserts that France and Algeria are indivisible. 
A Womb with a View for trombone, percussion, piano and violin by Peter Maxwell Davies (22) is 
performed for the first time, as incidental music to a lecture by Dr. C.E.B. Richard of the Department 
of Gynecology of Manchester University in the Large Anatomy Theater of the medical school.  The 
composer directs from the keyboard. 
January 10, 1957  Two days after his return to Budapest from the country, Zoltán Kodály (74) appeals 
to the government not to disband the army men’s choir.  Stopping in Moscow on their way back from 
China last year, the choir sided with the revolution.  The choir will become a state institution for two 
years until the army agrees to reinstate it. 
Maurice Harold Macmillan replaces Sir Anthony Eden as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 
January 12, 1957  Winter Music for 1-20 pianists by John Cage (44) is performed for the first time, by 
the composer and David Tudor, at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, New York.  The work is 
dedicated to Robert Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns. 
January 14, 1957  Humphrey Bogart dies of cancer in Los Angeles. 
January 15, 1957  President Nasser of Egypt decrees that all directors and shareholders of British and 
French banks and insurance companies in the country be Egyptian, effective tomorrow.  He rules the 
same for all foreign firms within five years. 
Israeli forces withdraw to within 20 km of their border with Sinai. 
January 16, 1957  Two bazooka shells are fired into the Algiers office of General Raoul Salan, 
commander of French forces in Algeria.  One French officer is killed and Salan’s daughter, on the 
floor above, is injured, but Salan is not in the building at the time. 
Arturo Toscanini dies in New York at the age of 89. 
Wind Quintet no.1 by Charles Wuorinen (18) is performed for the first time, possibly in New York. 
January 17, 1957  A car driven by Susanna Walton, with her husband William (54) in the passenger 
seat, collides with a cement truck north of Rome.  His hip is broken.  She breaks several ribs and an 
ankle.  They will be hospitalized in Rome for three months. 
String Quartet by Dominick Argento (29) is performed for the first time, in a student performance at 
the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York. 
January 18, 1957  Robert Shelton, a copy editor at the New York Times, is convicted of contempt of 
Congress for refusing to tell whether he was a communist.  He will be sentenced to six months in 
prison and fined $500.  Mary Knowles, a librarian at the Quaker community of Plymouth Meeting, 
Pennsylvania is sentenced to 120 days in jail and fined $500 for refusing to answer questions about 
communism put to her by a Senate committee.  Within a week, her employers will raise her salary. 
January 19, 1957  Egypt, Syria and Saudi Arabia sign an agreement with Jordan to provide the 
subsidy to the Jordanian military formally provided by Great Britain. 
January 20, 1957  Turkish Cypriots riot and invade the Greek section of Nicosia in retaliation for the 
killing of a Turkish policeman yesterday. 
January 21, 1957  857 Jews leave Egypt on a boat chartered by the Red Cross. 
January 22, 1957  Israeli forces evacuate the Sinai except for Sharm el Sheikh. 



Suite for bass and piano by Otto Luening (56) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, New 
York. 
January 23, 1957  Tennessee becomes the seventh state to enact legislation designed to circumvent the 
Supreme Court ruling demanding desegregation of schools. 
Four members of the Alabama Ku Klux Klan force Willie Edwards, an African-american, to jump off 
the Tyler Goodwin Bridge to his death in the Alabama River 15 meters below.  His body will not be 
found for three months.  No one will ever be punished for the crime. 
January 24, 1957  Quintet for wind instruments by Walter Piston (63) is performed for the first time, 
at the Library of Congress, Washington. 
January 25, 1957  Three people are arrested as spies for the Soviet Union in New York. 
A Cello Concerto by William Walton (54) is performed for the first time, in Symphony Hall, Boston. 
January 26, 1957  On Republic Day, India formally makes Jammu and Kashmir part of India. 
Dialogues des Carmélites, an opera by Francis Poulenc (58) to words of Bernanos, is performed for the 
first time, at Teatro alla Scala, Milan, in Italian.  The critics are ecstatic.  See June 21, 1957. 
The symphonic setting of the Overture to Candide by Leonard Bernstein (38) is performed for the first 
time, in Carnegie Hall, directed by the composer. 
January 27, 1957  The United States explodes a one kiloton bomb on Frenchman Flats, Nevada. 
January 29, 1957  A West Berlin court denies a claim by Anna Anderson that she is Anastasia, the 
daughter of Tsar Nikolai II. 
A court-martial in Managua passes prison sentences on 16 men alleged by the government to have 
conspired in the recent killing of President Anastasio Somoza. 
January 30, 1957  C. Walton Lillehei makes the first use of a transistorized pacemaker on a human 
patient, at the University of Minnesota. 
February 1, 1957  György Ligeti (33) arrives in Cologne from Vienna.  He has received a four-month 
scholarship from West deutsche Rundfunk. 
The board of the Juilliard School of Music accepts an invitation to become part of the new Lincoln 
Center in New York. 
February 2, 1957  A Norwegian and an American are expelled from Hungary, having been charged 
with helping refugees across the border. 
February 3, 1957  Turkish Cypriots attack a church and a hospital in Famagusta, killing one and 
injuring eleven. 
February 4, 1957  Budapest University reopens. 
February 5, 1957  The legislature of the State of South Carolina passes a law making it a crime for 
anyone to counsel anyone to file a law suit if the first party has no direct stake in the suit.  It is aimed 
at the NAACP and civil rights suits. 
February 7, 1957  Sketches for a seventh symphony by Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky (†63) restored and 
completed by S.S. Bogatïryov, are performed for the first time, in Moscow. 
William Schuman (46), President of the Juilliard School, announces that the school will become the 
educational component of the new Lincoln Center, and will add theater studies to its present music 
and dance curriculum. 
February 8, 1957  Herman Liveright, a former television executive in New Orleans, is convicted of 
contempt of Congress for refusing to answer questions about communism. 
The Senate of the State of Georgia adopts a resolution declaring the 14th and 15th amendments to the 
US Constitution null and void in Georgia. 
A suite for two jazz bands and orchestra from Hans Werner Henze’s (30) ballet Maratona to a story by 
Visconti, is performed for the first time, in Cologne.  See September 24, 1957.   
February 9, 1957  The annual report of the House Un-American Activities Committee is issued, 
stating that “at this moment on American soil, the equivalent of 20 combat divisions (200,000 people) 



of enemy troops, [are] engaging in propaganda, espionage, subversion, and loyal only to the Soviet 
Union.” 
February 10, 1957  The Chief of Police of Birmingham, Alabama says that his investigation shows that 
the series of recent bombings of black churches and homes is the work of the Ku Klux Klan. 
February 11, 1957  The Supreme Soviet of the USSR votes to rehabilitate the Balkar, Chechen, Ingush, 
Kalmyk, Karachaev and Kabardian minorities.  They were all removed to Central Asia by Stalin 
during World War II. 
February 13, 1957  A film of the musical Funny Face with music by George Gershwin (†19) is released. 
February 14, 1957  Under heavy pressure from the US, Israel agrees to withdraw from Sharm el 
Sheikh and Gaza provided international recognition of their right of passage through the Strait of 
Tiran and the Suez Canal, and UN administration of Gaza. 
The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is organized in New Orleans.  Martin Luther King is 
chosen as its first president. 
February 15, 1957  The Poet’s Requiem for soprano, chorus and orchestra by Ned Rorem (33) to various 
authors, is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
February 16, 1957  Ingmar Bergman’s film The Seventh Seal is released in Sweden. 
February 17, 1957  Metamorphoses for tape, electronic instruments and percussion by Vladimir 
Ussachevsky (45) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
February 18, 1957  A federal grand jury indicts playwright Arthur Miller for contempt of Congress 
because he refused to testify to people he met at communist meetings in 1947. 
February 21, 1957  Aaron Copland (56) departs New York to attend the second Latin American Music 
Festival in Caracas. 
February 24, 1957  Nobosuke Kishi replaces Tanzan Ishibashi as prime minister of Japan. 
Symphony no.10 by Henry Cowell (59) is performed for the first time, in the Museum of Natural 
History, New York. 
February 25, 1957  Algerian rebel leader Larbi ben M’hidi is captured by the French. 
February 27, 1957  In a four-hour closed speech in Peking, Mao Tse-tung signals an apparent shift in 
policy, urging the acceptance of criticism and open debate.  His slogans are, “Let a hundred flowers 
blossom, let a hundred schools of thought contend.”  The speech will be published in June. 
A new Polish government is constituted along Stalinist lines. 
March 2, 1957  The Celebes Army, a revolutionary group, seizes control of four eastern provinces of 
Indonesia including Sulawesi and Moluccas. 
March 3, 1957  Györgi Ligeti (33), in Cologne, writes to Edgard Varèse (73), asking for help in 
emigrating to the United States.  According to Ligeti, he never hears from Varèse. 
Fantasia for string trio by Irving Fine (42) is performed for the first time, at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana. 
March 4, 1957  One day before his 70th birthday, Heitor Villa-Lobos is honored at New York’s City 
Hall by Mayor Robert Wagner and City Council President Abe Stark. 
March 5, 1957  Algerian rebel leader Larbi ben M’hidi, captured by the French on February 25, dies in 
custody. 
Four Jordanians on a military mission are killed by Israelis in southern Israel. 
Parliamentary elections in Ireland result in a strong victory for Fianna Fail.  They win a majority of 
seats. 
March 6, 1957  The Gold Coast and British Togoland are proclaimed independent of Great Britain as 
Ghana under Queen Elizabeth II and Prime Minister Kofi Kwame Nkrumah. 
Under pressure from the United States, Israeli forces hand over the Gaza Strip to the United Nations.  
The move is widely opposed in Israel. 



Incidental music to Schochen’s play Tiger Rag by Kenneth Gaburo (30) is performed for the first time, 
in Lincoln Hall Theater of the University of Illinois. 
March 7, 1957  Israeli troops destroy the Egyptian gun emplacements at Ras Nasrani near Sharm el 
Sheikh. 
The Suez Canal is reopened for ships up to 500 tons. 
Harvard Choruses by Leonard Bernstein (38) to words of Lerner, are performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York. 
Sinfonia Concertante for orchestra by David Diamond (41) is performed for the first time, in Rochester, 
New York. 
March 8, 1957  UN troops move into Sharm el Sheikh as the last Israelis depart. 
Ghana is admitted to the United Nations. 
Pithoprakta for 50 instruments by Iannis Xenakis (34) is performed for the first time, in Munich.  The 
orchestra is hostile, the audience is in an uproar. 
Symphony no.6 by David Diamond (41) is performed for the first time, in Boston. 
March 10, 1957  Nepalese troops are withdrawn from Tibet by an agreement of September 20, 1956. 
Suite modale for flute and piano by Ernest Bloch (76) is performed for the first time, in New York.  See 
April 11, 1965. 
March 11, 1957  The Indonesian Army commander on Borneo announces that a revolutionary council 
has been set up to rule Borneo. 
Egypt names a military governor over the Gaza Strip. 
March 13, 1957  Great Britain and Jordan officially end the 1948 treaty defense treaty.  All British 
troops will be withdrawn from Jordan within six months and the annual British subsidy will end. 
Pablo Picasso makes a graphite sketch of Francis Poulenc (58) in Paris. 
Jimmy Hoffa, vice-president of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, is arrested in Washington 
by the FBI.  He is charged with trying to hire an attorney to join the staff of the Senate committee 
investigating him and spy for him. 
Several rebel groups attack strategic locations in Havana including the Presidential Palace, Capitol 
Building and the Health Ministry.  All are unsuccessful. 
March 14, 1957  President Sukarno declares martial law to deal with a rebellion in eastern Indonesia. 
An Egyptian governor returns to Gaza to reestablish Egyptian sovereignty. 
March 15, 1957  The Saudi Arabian government announces that the Gulf of Aqaba is soverign Arab 
territory and will never allow Israel to use it. 
Tartiniana Seconda for violin and chamber orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola (53) is performed for the 
first time, over the airwaves of Italian Radio originating in Turin.  See March 6, 1956. 
Sonata for solo cello by George Crumb (27) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
March 16, 1957  Joaquín Rodrigo (55) and his wife arrive in Caracas for the second Latin American 
Music Festival.  Also attending are Virgil Thomson (60) and Aaron Copland (56). 
Constantin Brancusi dies in Paris at the age of 81. 
March 17, 1957  President Ramon Magsaysay of the Philippines dies as his plane crashes into Bago 
Mountain on Cebu Island.  He is succeeded by Vice-President Carlos Polestico Garcia. 
Four little pieces for strings by Karel Husa (35) is performed for the first time, at Fürsteneck Castle, 
West Germany. 
Seek the Highest op.78 for chorus and piano by Vincent Persichetti (41), to words of Adler, is 
performed for the first time, in New York. 
The Bell-Tower, an opera by Ernst Krenek (56) to his own words, after Melville, is performed for the 
first time, in Lincoln Hall Theater at the University of Illinois, Urbana.  The work is well-received. 
March 18, 1957  Trio for flute, violin and soprano by Otto Luening (56) without words is performed 
for the first time, in New York, 33 years after it was composed. 



March 20, 1957  Eamon de Valera of Fianna Fail replaces John Aloysius Costello of Fine Gael as Prime 
Minister of Ireland. 
Jean-Jacques Servan Schreiber is indicted in Paris for undermining army morale.  As editor of 
L’Express and recently an army officer in Algeria, he has claimed excesses perpetrated by the French 
Army in articles since March 8. 
March 21, 1957  Resident Minister for Algeria Robert Lacoste tells the French National Assembly that 
the Algerian rebel movement is almost defeated. 
The Soviet Union warns Norway against setting up NATO atomic bases in their country. 
Orpheus Descending by Tennessee Williams opens in New York. 
March 22, 1957  Citing 16 studies in five countries over 18 years, a report by seven research experts, 
made public today in the Atlanta Constitution, concludes a definitive link between smoking and lung 
cancer. 
March 25, 1957  A treaty between Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands creating the European Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy 
Community is signed in Rome.  It will take effect on January 1, 1958. 
Salvage crews clear the Suez Canal for ships up to 20,000 tons. 
Eleven Chorale Preludes for organ by Virgil Thomson (60) are performed for the first time, in New 
Orleans. 
March 26, 1957  The Bewitched, a dance satire by Harry Partch (55) to his own story, is performed for 
the first time, in Urbana, Illinois.  Partch finds the choreographey utterly useless. 
March 28, 1957  After he calls for an end to violence on Cyprus, British authorities release Archbishop 
Makarios from the Seychelles.  He is free to travel anywhere but Cyprus. 
Royal Assent is granted to the formation of the Canada Council, a national arts council.  One of its 
members is to be Ernest MacMillan (61). 
March 29, 1957 The Soviet Union warns Denmark against setting up NATO atomic bases in their 
country. 
The Marquess of Salisbury, Leader of the House of Lords and Lord President of the Council, resigns 
over the release yesterday of Archbishop Makarios. 
String Quartet no.1 by Gunther Schuller (31) is performed for the first time, at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
March 30, 1957  Little Red Schoolhouse for orchestra by William Grant Still (61) is performed for the 
first time, at Redlands University, Redlands, California.  This is a revision of Pages from a Mother’s 
Diary.  See January 28, 1954. 
April 1, 1957  Le Travail du peintre, a cycle for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc (58) to words of 
Eluard, is performed for the first time, in the Ecole normale de musique, Paris, the composer at the 
keyboard.  See September 5, 1957. 
April 3, 1957  Samuel Beckett’s play Fin de partie is performed for the first time, at the Royal Court 
Theater, London.  When the author translates it into English it will be called Endgame. 
Incidental music to Strindberg’s play a Dream Play by Lejaren Hiller (33) is performed for the first 
time, at the University of Illinois, Urbana. 
April 4, 1957  E. Herbert Norman, ambassador of Canada to Egypt, jumps to his death from a 
building in Cairo.  Lester Pearson, Minister of External Affairs, tells the Canadian Parliament that his 
death was due to the restating of “old charges affecting his loyalty [which] were disposed of years 
ago.”  On March 12 he was labeled a communist by the Internal Security subcommittee of the US 
Senate. 
Symphony no.10 “Sinfonia amerindia” for tenor, baritone, bass, chorus and orchestra by Heitor Villa-
Lobos (70) to words of de Anchieta, commissioned to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the founding 



of São Paulo, is performed for the first time, in the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris, under the 
baton of the composer. 
April 6, 1957  A tanker chartered by a US company passes through the Strait of Tiran and arrives 
safely at the Port of Elat, Israel. 
April 7, 1957  Little Fantasy for chamber orchestra by Gunther Schuller (31) is performed for the first 
time, in Englewood, New Jersey. 
April 8, 1957  Benjamin Britten (43) is elected an honorary member of the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters and the National Institute of Arts and Letters in New York. 
Doctor Faustus Lights the Lights for narrator, clarinet, saxophone, bassoon, cello, percussion and piano 
by Charles Wuorinen (18) is performed for the first time, in the Rooftop Theater, New York. 
April 9, 1957  Raden Djuanda Kartawidjaja replaces Ali Sastroamidjojo as Prime Minister of 
Indonesia.  He heads a 23-person “emergency extra-parliamentary cabinet of experts” to deal with 
growing revolts against the central government. 
Song of Democracy for chorus and orchestra by Howard Hanson (60) to words of Whitman, is 
performed for the first time, in Washington, the composer conducting. 
April 10, 1957  Pro-Soviet Prime Minister Suleiman Nabulsi of Jordan resigns on orders of King 
Hussein. 
Following the suicide of E. Herbert Norman on April 4, Canadian Minister of External Affairs, Lester 
Pearson, says that his country reserves the right not to cooperate with security investigations by any 
US government agency. 
April 11, 1957  King Hussein of Jordan names Husseini Fakhri el-Khalidi as prime minister but faced 
with opposition on the left and right, he withdraws. 
An agreement signed in London between the British government and the Chief Minister of Singapore 
outlines plans for a constitution and internal self-government for the island. 
The first five of the ten Brigand Songs for male chorus by Bohuslav Martinu (66) to Slovak folk texts 
are performed for the first time, in Prague. 
April 12, 1957  18 leading West German nuclear physicist state that they would refuse to take part in 
the “production, testing or even use” of atomic weapons by the West German army.  Among the 
signatories are Werner Heissenberg, Otto Hahn, Max von Laue and Max Born. 
Senator James Eastland, chairman of the Internal Security subcommittee, said there was “a sound 
reason” for publishing the name of E. Herbert Norman as an alleged communist.  He declined to say 
what the reason was.  He also said that these “facts” had been checked with the FBI for accuracy.  FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover denies this.  Norman killed himself on April 4. 
Argentine police arrest about 380 communists, including the entire central committee of the 
Communist Party. 
Symphony no.4 by Wallingford Riegger (71) is performed for the first time, at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana. 
April 13, 1957  A compromise cabinet led by Abdul Halim el-Nimr takes control of the Jordanian 
government.Joaquín Rodrigo (55) and his wife fly from Caracas to San Juan, Puerto Rico to attend the 
Pablo Casals Festival. 
To the God Who is in the Fire, a cantata by Alan Hovhaness (46), is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana. 
April 14, 1957  King Hussein of Jordan sacks Maj. General Ali Abu Nuwar, pro-Egyptian chief of staff 
of the army, in an effort to consolidate his control.  He also dismisses the government of Abdul Halim 
el-Nimr after riots by his supporters and clashes between troops loyal to Nimr and those loyal to 
Hussein.  Various government and party leaders are placed under arrest. 
When Christ Rode into Jerusalem for soprano, chorus and organ by Robert Ward (39) to his own words 
after the Bible is performed for the first time, in St. John’s Episcopal Church, Yonkers. 



April 15, 1957  King Hussein once again calls on Husseini Fakhri el-Khalidi to form a government, 
this time controlled by moderates. 
April 16, 1957  Order is restored everywhere in Jordan except Jerusalem where various factions battle 
in the streets. 
A report by the British Atomic Scientists Association warns that hydrogen bomb tests could 
“eventually produce bone cncer in 1,000 people for every million tons of TNT equivalent explosive 
power.” 
April 18, 1957  The Senate of the State of Florida resolves that all desegregation decisions of the US 
Supreme Court are “null and void” in Florida. 
April 20, 1957  Major General Ali Hayari, named Jordanian chief of staff on April 14, goes to Syria 
and resigns his post claiming undo influence on the military by the US and UK.  King Hussein names 
Major General Hafiz Majali to succeed him. 
April 21, 1957  Comoedia de Christi resurrectione by Carl Orff (61) to words of the composer, is staged 
for the first time, in the Württembergisches Staatstheater, Stuttgart.  See March 31, 1956. 
April 22, 1957  Sergei Prokofiev (†4) is awarded the Lenin Prize. 
Klavierstück XI no.7 by Karlheinz Stockhausen (28) is performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer Hall, 
New York. 
April 23, 1957  Albert Schweitzer writes to the Norwegian Nobel Committee urging that world 
opinion be turned against nuclear testing. 
Leftist and Baath parties withdraw their support for the Jordanian government of Hussein Fakhri el-
Khalidi. 
April 24, 1957  Riots and a general strike begin in Jordan against King Hussein and his government. 
First String Quartet “From the Salvation Army”  by Charles Ives (†2) is performed completely for the 
first time, in the Museum of Modern Art, New York, 61 years after it was composed.  See March 17, 
1943, 
April 25, 1957  King Hussein of Jordan orders martial law in the face of riots and a general strike led 
by leftist and Baath parties.  Curfews and arrests begin.  The government of Hussein Fakhri el-
Khalidi resigns and is immediately replaced by Ibrahim Hashem.  The King blames Egypt for much 
of the troubles.  In an effort to support King Hussein, the US government orders the Sixth Fleet into 
the eastern Mediterranean. 
April 26, 1957  The UN Security Council meets to debate the declaration by Egypt that they will run 
the Suez Canal.  They adjourn without action and without setting a date for further debate.  This 
tends to confirm Egypt’s control of the canal. 
April 28, 1957  Canção das águas claras for voice and orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos (70) to words of 
Amado, is performed for the first time, in London, directed by the composer. 
Such Sweet Thunder, a suite based on several Shakespeare characters by Duke Ellington and Billy 
Strayhorn, is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York.  It is the eve of Ellington’s 58th 
birthday. 
Fantasies for orchestra by Karel Husa (35) is performed for the first time, at Cornell University, Ithaca, 
New York, conducted by the composer. 
April 29, 1957  The government appeals for an end to testing of nuclear weapons. 
In answer to pleas that upcoming British nuclear tests could hurt health worldwide, Foreign 
Secretary Selwyn Lloyd says that they come “largely from nonscientific…people with strong fellow 
traveling tendencies and leanings.” 
Ode to the West Wind, a concerto for soprano and orchestra by Dominick Argento (29) to words of 
Shelley, is performed for the first time, at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York, 
conducted by Howard Hanson (60). 



April 30, 1957  West Germany rejects an East German proposal that the two countries agree not to use 
nuclear weapons. 
Extensions 4 for three pianos by Morton Feldman (31) is performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer 
Concert Hall, New York.  Also premiered is Feldman’s Piece for Four Pianos. 
May 1, 1957  Chairman Mao Tse-tung opens up a period of “self-criticism.”  In five weeks, 
intellectuals and students openly criticize the government.  By the end of the year, 300,000 
intellectuals will be named “rightist”, thus ending their careers.  Thousands are imprisoned. 
Colombian opposition presidential candidate, Dr. Guillermo Leon Valencia, is arrested. 
May 2, 1957  Senator Joseph McCarthy dies at Bethesda Naval Hospital of the effects of alcoholism at 
the age of 48. 
May 3, 1957  Elements of the Sixth Fleet sent to support King Hussein are recalled, the Jordanian 
crisis having passed. 
May 4, 1957  35,000 troops occupy Bogotá during demonstrations against the regime of Colombian 
President Lt. General Gustavo Rojas Pinilla. 
Festival Overture op.68 for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger (72) is performed for the first time, in 
Boston. 
May 5, 1957  After national elections last month, the second Lok Sabha meets in New Delhi.  The 
Indian National Congress of Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru holds 371 of 545 seats. 
Women vote for the first time in Tunisia, in municipal elections held today. 
15 members of the US House of Representatives complain to the State Department against “tacit 
compliance” with the demand by Saudi Arabia that no Jewish servicemen be assigned to the US air 
base in Dahran. 
This is the Garden, a cantata for chorus and orchestra by Marc Blitzstein (52) to his own words, is 
performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York. 
May 6, 1957  Italian Prime Minister Antonio Segni and his government resign when Social Democrats 
withdraw their support. 
Ten Colombian newspapers suspend publication in solidarity with demonstrations against the 
regime of President Lt. General Gustavo Rojas Pinilla. 
The cornerstone of the Philips Pavilion at the Brussels World’s Fair is laid in the presence of the 
architect, Le Courbusier, and his colleague and collaborator, Iannis Xenakis (34). 
Norman Dello Joio (44) is awarded the Pulitzer Prize in Music for his Meditations on Ecclesiastes.  See 
April 20, 1956. 
Harrison Birtwistle (22) attends a concert in London which includes Le marteau sans maître by Pierre 
Boulez (32), Concerto op.24 by Anton Webern (†11) and Zeitmasse by Karlheinz Stockhausen (28).  
The Boulez piece will be a major influence on his work. 
The Boor, an opera by Dominick Argento (29) to words of Olon-Scrymgeour after Chekhov, is 
performed for the first time, at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York. 
May 7, 1957  The United States and Chinese nationalists announce that missles capable of carrying 
nuclear warheads are being based on Taiwan. 
About 50 people are killed by police in Cali during demonstrations against the regime of Colombian 
President Lt. General Gustavo Rojas Pinilla. 
Texas State Representative Joe Chapman reveals that his protests caused Barbara Smith to be 
removed from the lead of an opera production at the University of Texas.  Chapman says the opera 
script “calls for a white person.”  Smith is black. 
May 8, 1957  The Colombian Legislative Assembly and Constituent Assembly vote to abolish the 
constitutional requirements that a president not succeed himself, and that he be elected by popular 
vote.  They then elect him to a second term. 



Duke Ellington’s (58) choreographic suite A Drum is a Woman is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of CBS television. 
May 9, 1957  Ezio Pinza dies of a stroke in Stamford, Connecticut at the age of 64. 
Der Revisor, a comic opera by Werner Egk (55) to his own words after Gogol, is performed for the first 
time, in Schwetzingen. 
Panfilo and Lauretta, an opera by Carlos Chávez (57) to words of Kallman after Boccaccio, is performed 
for the first time, at the Brander Matthews Theater, Columbia University, New York.  See October 28, 
1959, May 21, 1963 and July 26, 1968. 
Psalms for chorus and orchestra by Lukas Foss (34) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, 
New York. 
May 10, 1957  The Supreme Soviet of the USSR appeals to the US and UK governments to join in talks 
to end atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons. 
The West German Bundestag calls on the US, UK and USSR to halt all testing of nuclear weapons. 
Piano Concerto no.2 op.102 by Dmitri Shostakovich (50) is performed for the first time, in Moscow 
Conservatory Bolshoy Hall, the composer’s son Maxim at the piano on his 19th birthday.  A two-
piano reduction of this work was performed in April, in Moscow, by the composer and his son.  It is 
his last composition for piano. 
Lt. General Gustavo Rojas Pinilla is overthrown as president of Colombia and replaced by a military 
junta led by Major General Gabriel Paris. 
May 11, 1957  The new military government of Colombia restores freedom of the press, promises new 
elections for next year and appoints a new cabinet. 
May 13, 1957  The British government announces an end to the boycott of the Suez Canal. 
The US government rejects the Japanese appeal of April 29 and announces a new series of 
atmospheric atomic tests in Nevada beginning on May 16. 
Serenade for viola and bassoon by Pauline Oliveros (24) is performed for the first time, at San 
Francisco State College. 
May 14, 1957  The US government resumes military aid to Yugoslavia. 
In parliamentary elections in Denmark, conservatives make modest gains at the expense of the ruling 
Social Democrats of Prime Minister Hans Christian Hansen. 
Il figliuol prodigo, an opera by Gian Francesco Malipiero (75) to his own words after Castellano 
Castellani, is staged for the first time, in Teatro della Pergola, Florence.  Also premiered is Malipiero’s 
Venere prigioniera to his own words after Gonzales.  See January 25, 1953. 
May 15, 1957  Great Britain explodes a hydrogen bomb near Christmas Island in the Pacific. 
May 16, 1957  An orchestral suite from Thea Musgrave’s (28) ballet A Tale for Thieves is performed for 
the first time, in London.  See September 15, 1954. 
A setting of Psalm 150 for chorus by Roy Harris (59) is performed for the first time, at Pennsylvania 
State University, the composer conducting. 
May 17, 1957  The wife of André-Marie Tremeaud, the former prefect of Algiers, is killed by a 
package bomb. 
Egypt declares that it will never allow an Israeli flagged ship through the Suez Canal. 
A pilgrimage led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to Washington culminates with a rally of 20,000 at the 
Lincoln Memorial.  He calls on President Eisenhower to speak out against racial segregation. 
May 19, 1957  Adone Zoli replaces Antonio Segni as prime minister of Italy. 
May 21, 1957  French Prime Minister Guy Mollet and his government resign after the Parliament 
rejects his tax increase to pay for the war in Algeria. 
May 22, 1957  Adolf Schärf becomes president of Austria replacing acting president Julius Raab. 
May 24, 1957  About 3,000 Chinese Attack the US embassy in Taipei, the US Information Service 
office there.  They are angered when a US soldier kills a Chinese civilian. 



Two works for tape by Bruno Maderna (37) are performed for the first time, in Milan:  Notturno and 
Syntaxis. 
May 25, 1957  The 4,500 Syrian troops stationed in Jordan are removed at Jordan’s request.  The 
Jordanians accuse them of trying to overthrow King Hussein. 
Incidental music for Walewski’s play Cinderella by Henryk Górecki (23) is performed for the first 
time, in Katowice. 
May 27, 1957  Police raid the Algerian neighborhoods of Paris looking for terrorists.  They detain over 
1,000 people. 
Veino Sukselainen replaces Karl August Fagerholm as prime minister of Finland. 
May 28, 1957  301 Algerian men are killed at the village of Mélouza, 150 km southeast of Algiers by 
members of the FLN Algerian nationalists.  The atrocity is carried out with rifles, axes and knives. 
The Legend of the Smoke from Potato Fires, a cantata for solo voices, chorus and instruments by Bohuslav 
Martinu (66) to words of Bures, is performed for the first time, in Prague. 
Suite no.1 for unaccompanied cello by Ernest Bloch (76) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of the BBC. 
Vortex premieres at the Morrison Planetarium in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco.  A creation of 
musician Henry Jacobs and filmmaker Jordan Belson, it consists of a twelve-speaker array with visual 
images. 
May 29, 1957  Members of the FLN, an Algerian rebel group, kill all the men in the village of Melouza 
who belong to the MNA, a rival rebel group. 
May 31, 1957  Arthur Miller, author of Death of a Salesman and The Crucible, is convicted in federal 
court in Washington, D.C. of contempt of Congress.  Miller testified openly to a congressional 
committee in 1956 about his own past, but refused to implicate anyone else. 
June 1, 1957  Harry Partch (55) arrives at Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio where he has been 
offered a studio for the summer. 
June 2, 1957  An interview by three US journalists with General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev is 
broadcast over the airwaves of CBS.  He proposes a ban on atomic testing, favors trade and 
coexistence, and predicts socialism will one day be the norm everywhere. 
Perspektiven, music to an imaginary ballet for two pianos by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (39), is staged 
for the first time, at the Deutsche Oper am Rhein, Düsseldorf. 
Duo for clarinet and piano by Arthur Berger (45) is performed for the first time, at Brandeis 
University, Waltham, Massachusetts. 
June 3, 1957  Several bombs concealed in lampposts go off simultaneously in Algiers.  Nine people 
are killed, 77 injured. 
The US Suprme Court rules 7-1 that the government must drop charges against defendants if it 
refuses to let those defendants see secret FBI files. 
June 4, 1957  Algerian rebels attack a French colonial post in Tlemcen in western Algeria.  Three 
people are killed, ten wounded. 
June 6, 1957  Arnold Schoenberg’s (†5) unfinished opera Moses und Aron, to his own words, is 
performed completely for the first time, in the Zürich Stadttheater.  See July 2, 1951 & March 12, 1954. 
June 7, 1957  Transformation for winds, percussion, harp and piano by Gunther Schuller (31) is 
performed for the first time, at Brandeis University, Waltham, Massachusetts. 
June 9, 1957  A bomb explodes in a dance hall in Algiers frequented by Europeans.  Eight people are 
killed, 85 injured. 
June 10, 1957  Marcel Campeix, the French Secretary of State for Algerian Affairs, is fired on while 
driving near Limoges.  He is unhurt. 
A growing row between Jordan and Egypt intensifies as both countries demand the removal of top 
diplomatic personnel. 



In a surprise result, the ruling Liberal Party  of Canadian Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent, is soundly 
defeated in parliamentary elections, losing over one-third of their seats.  The Progressive 
Conservative Party more than doubles its number to win a plurality. 
June 11, 1957  European students and veterans attack Arab businesses and motorists in retaliation for 
the bombing of June 9.  At least six people are killed. 
June 12, 1957  Mayflower II, a reproduction of the orginal ship of 1620, reaches Provincetown, 
Massachusetts after an Atlantic crossing of 53 days. 
June 13, 1957  Maurice Borgès-Maunoury replaces Guy Mollet as prime minister of France. 
June 14, 1957  China releases two US Jesuit missionaries after four years in custody for espionage. 
June 16, 1957  Jordan announces it will close its embassy in Cairo. 
Biochemist William K. Sherwood kills himself by ingesting poison at the Hopkins Marine Laboratory 
of Stanford University in Pacific Grove, California.  In a suicide note, Sherwood blames the House 
Un-American Activities Committee before whom he was called to testify about communist 
affiliations.  Sherwood was working on treatments for cancer, heart disease and schizophrenia. 
June 17, 1957  Incidental music to Duncan’s radio play Don’t Listen Ladies by Peter Sculthorpe (28) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the Australian Broadcasting Commission. 
In the case of Sweezy v. New Hampshire, the US Supreme Court rules that a state may not require a 
citizen to answer questions about their political associations or beliefs.  In the case of Watkins v. 
United States, the court holds that a congressional committee may not require testimony outside its 
duty to propose new laws.  It also ruled that five California communists, convicted in 1951 of 
violating the Smith Act, be acquitted and that nine others be given new trials. 
Agon, a ballet by Igor Stravinsky, is performed for the first time, in a concert setting in Los Angeles on 
the composer’s 75th birthday.  Elliott Carter (48) is in the audience.  See December 1, 1957. 
June 18, 1957  The official Chinese Hsinhua News Agency publishes the text of Mao Tse-tung’s 
speech of February 27.  It is seen by many as a shift in policy toward more openness and debate, in 
contrast to the Soviet system. 
Sonata for flute and piano by Francis Poulenc (58) is performed for the first time, in Strasbourg, by 
Jean-Pierre Rampal and the composer. 
June 19, 1957  The Prime Minister of Malaya writes to Boosey and Hawkes with the proposal that 
either Benjamin Britten (43) or William Walton (55) compose a national anthem for the new nation. 
June 20, 1957  A UN special committee on Hungary reports its findings that the USSR invaded 
Hungary to crush the legal government of Imre Nagy. 
Requiem for strings by Toru Takemitsu (26) is performed for the first time, in Hibiya Hall, Tokyo. 
June 21, 1957  The UN military command in Korea informs North Korea and China that since the 
north has introduced “vastly superior” forces into the peninsula, it will no longer be bound by 
provisions in the 1953 armistice limiting the number of forces and equipment it may import. 
The United States and Japan jointly announce that all US combat ground troops will be withdrawn 
from Japan very soon. 
Dialogues des Carmélites, an opera by Francis Poulenc (58) to words of Bernanos, is performed for the 
first time in French, at the Paris Opéra.  See January 26, 1957. 
John George Diefenbaker replaces Louis Stephen St. Laurent as Prime Minister of Canada, leading the 
first conservative government since 1935. 
Rudolf Abel is arrested by immigration officials in a hotel in New York.  Agents find a treasure trove 
of espionage equipment in his hotel room. 
June 22, 1957  James Zarb, a Maltese businessman with British citizenship, is sentenced to ten years at 
hard labor in a Cairo court for espionage and conspiracy to overthrow the government.  James 
Swinburn, former manager of the Arab News Agency and a British citizen, is sentenced to five years 



at hard labor.  Two other Britons are acquitted.  Of the 16 Egyptians in the “plot”, El-Sayed Amin 
Mahmoud is sentenced to death, three others are given life in prison. 
June 25, 1957  Rachel Fuller Brown and Elizabeth Lee Hazen receive a U.S. patent for Nystatin, the 
first practical antifungal antibiotic. 
June 26, 1957  Karl Amadeus Hartmann (51) declines an offer of a professorship at the Staatliche 
Hochschule für Musik in Cologne.  He wants to stay in Munich. 
June 28, 1957  Budapest Radio announces that Ilona Toth and three other leaders of the Hungarian 
uprising have been executed. 
July 1, 1957  The International Geophysical Year begins. 
A 1,600 kilometer section of the Burma railway, built by allied prisoners at great cost in lives, is 
opened to civilian traffic. 
Three divisions of the West German army formally join the NATO command. 
July 2, 1957  At the UN Disarmament Subcommittee meeting in London, the United States proposes a 
ten-month moratorium on atomic testing. 
Upingos for oboe by Carlos Chávez (58) is performed for the first time, in the Palacio de Bellas Artes, 
Mexico City. 
July 3, 1957  Georgi Malenkov, Vyacheslav Molotov and Lazar Kaganovich, who attempted to oust 
Nikita Khrushchev while he visited Finland, are removed from the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union.  Other top party officials are removed.  The Presidium is 
enlarged to 15 members and several new members are added including Yekaterina Furtseva (the first 
woman member) and Leonid Brezhnev. 
July 4, 1957  First Deputy Premier and State Control Minister Vyacheslav Molotov, Deputy Premier 
and Electric Power Stations Minister Georgi Malenkov and First Deputy Premier Lazar Kaganovich 
are removed from their USSR government posts. 
July 5, 1957  Music to Fauré’s radio play Le crépuscule de Yang Koueï-fei by Pierre Boulez (32) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of RTF, originating in Paris. 
July 6, 1957  The last British troops in Jordan sail from Aqaba. 
July 7, 1957  Concertante I for violin and strings by Charles Wuorinen (19) is performed for the first 
time, in Middlebury, Vermont. 
July 9, 1957  One Israeli civilian is killed and seven policemen injured in a border gun battle with 
Syrian troops in the Hula Region. 
A revised version of Simplicius simplicissimus, a chamber opera by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (51) to 
words of Scherchen, Petzet and the composer after von Grimmelshausen, is staged for the first time, 
in the Nationaltheater, Mannheim.  See April 2, 1948 and October 20, 1949. 
July 11, 1957  Senior members of the Bulgarian Central Committee are purged and the Politburo is 
enlarged from nine to eleven members. 
Two black men are arrested for playing tennis on a whites-only tennis court in Durham, North 
Carolina. 
July 13, 1957  Chinese Minister of Food Chang Nai-chi confesses his “rightist” attempts to undermine 
Communism. 
July 14, 1957  Eight people are killed when Algerian rebels blow up the power station in Laghouat, 
320 km south of Algiers. 
Sinfonia for 15 winds and percussion ad.lib. by Ned Rorem (33) is performed for the first time, in 
Pittsburgh. 
July 15, 1957  Chinese Minster of Timber Industry Lo Lung-chi and Minister of Communications 
Chang Po-chun confess before the National Peoples Congress in Peking that they have sought “to 
replace the proletarian dictatorship…with bourgeois democracy.” 
Two Algerian women are sentenced to death in Algiers for planting bombs in cafes. 



The United States explodes an atomic bomb, the seventh in its current series, in Nevada.  Windows 
are broken in Carson City, about 400 km away. 
July 16, 1957  Israel asks for UN truce observers on its side of the border with Syria on a 30-day trial 
basis. 
July 17, 1957  When asked if he would use troops to enforce court ordered desegregation, President 
Eisenhower says “I can’t imagine any set of circumstances that would ever induce me to send federal 
troops…to enforce the orders of a federal court…and I would never believe that it would be a wise 
thing to do in this country.” 
July 18, 1957  The French National Assembly votes extraordinary powers to the government to deal 
with Algerian rebels inside France.  It is also a vote of confidence in Prime Minister Bougès-
Maunoury. 
July 19, 1957  A federal judge in Washington fines playwright Arthur Miller $500 and sentenced to 
one month in jail (suspended). 
The United States explodes another atomic device at Yucca Flat, Nevada, for the first time on the 
warhead of an air-to-air missle. 
July 20, 1957  Clarinet Sonata by Peter Maxwell Davies (22) is performed for the first time, in 
Darmstadt, the composer at the keyboard. 
July 21, 1957  Two choral works by Carl Orff (62) are performed for the first time, in Solingen:  Laudes 
creaturarum for mixed chorus and Sunt lacrimae rerum for male chorus. 
July 22, 1957  Egyptian authorities allow a Danish-flagged ship through the Suez Canal even though 
the cargo is bound for Israel.  However, they arrest a crewman because he is a member of the Israeli 
armed forces. 
July 23, 1957  Under pressure from Arab countries, Royal Dutch Shell and British Petroleum 
announce that they will sell all of their assets in Israel except for the Haifa oil refinery. 
Seven whites are convicted in federal district court in Knoxville for violating a court injunction 
against interference with integration in Clinton, Tennessee.  Defense attorneys argued that they were 
upholding the “Southern way of life.” 
July 24, 1957  The trial of eleven Frenchmen in Algiers for sheltering Algerians from a French military 
roundup ends.  One receives a two-year sentence, five are given suspended sentences and five are 
acquitted. 
July 25, 1957  King Muhammad al-Amin of Tunisia is deposed by the National Constituent 
Assembly.  A republic is declared and Prime Minister Habib Bourguiba, is named president. 
July 26, 1957  President Carlos Castillo Armas of Guatemala is shot to death by one of his guards in 
Presidential Palace, Guatemala City.  The assassin then kills himself.  Castillo is replaced by Vice-
President Luis Arturo Gonzalez Lopez. 
July 27, 1957  The French Settlements in Oceania is renamed French Polynesia. 
An Israeli airliner flying from London to Tel Aviv strays over Bulgarian airspace.  Bulgarian fighters 
shoot it down, killing all 58 people aboard. 
July 28, 1957  In the first national elections since the overthrow of Juan Perón, Argenine voters choose 
a Constituent Assembly. 
Three Mass Movements for solo violin by Charles Wuorinen (19) is performed for the first time, in East 
Hampton, New York. 
July 29, 1957  A revised version of Benjamin Britten’s (43) attempt at a national anthem for Malaya is 
sent to Kuala Lampur. 
Bulgaria expresses regret for shooting down an Israeli airliner and agrees to pay damages. 
With the ratification of the United State, the statute for the International Atomic Energy Commission 
comes into force. 



July 31, 1957  The Distant Early Warning (DEW) Line is declared operational.  It is a series of 58 sites 
across the arctic regions of the United States, Canada, and Greenland designed to warn of a Soviet 
attack over the North Pole. 
August 1, 1957  President Fulgencio Battista suspends human rights in Cuba including freedom of 
the press.  He fears Castro’s rebels and a general strike. 
August 2, 1957  The Jodrell Bank radio telescope in Cheshire operates for the first time. 
August 5, 1957  An agreement is signed in Kuala Lampur between Great Britain and nine Malay 
states calling for an end to British rule in Malaya effective August 31. 
August 7, 1957  Rudolf Abel is indicted by a federal grand jury in New York on three counts of 
espionage-related activities. 
August 8, 1957  Alma Redemptoris Mater for flute, oboe, two clarinets, horn and bassoon by Peter 
Maxwell Davies (22) is performed for the first time, in The Great Hall, Dartington, Devon.  Also 
premiered is Davies’ Sextet for flute, clarinet in A, bass clarinet, violin, cello and piano. 
August 10, 1957  The Argentine newspaper La Nacion reports that the number blank ballots cast in the 
July 28 election exceeded the number for any political party.  In exile in Venezuela, Juan Perón 
instructed his followers to cast blank ballots. 
August 11, 1957  Paul Hindemith’s (61) opera Die Harmonie der Welt, to his own words, is performed 
for the first time, in the Prinzregententheater, Munich, conducted by the composer. 
August 13, 1957  Syria orders the expulsion of three top members of the US embassy in Damascus.  
They charge the three with fomenting a coup d’etat against the Syrian government. 
US customs agents seize rifles, machine guns and ammunition, reportedly intended for Fidel Castro, 
in Miami.  The arrest former Cuban official Alfred Gonzales Garcia and Gil de Gibaja, a naturalized 
US citizen.  They are charged with violating the Neutrality Act. 
Sinfonietta La Jolla for piano and chamber orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (56) is performed for the 
first time, in the high school auditorium in La Jolla, California. 
August 14, 1957  During a sit-down strike in Lodz, Polish soldiers and police drive up to 5,000 transit 
workers from streetcar terminals.  They operate the city’s transit system themselves. 
The US government declares the Syrian ambassador and another Syrian diplomat persona non grata 
in retaliation for the events of yesterday.  They also announce that the ambassador to Syria, presently 
in the US, will not be returning to his post.  They deny the Syrian allegations. 
August 17, 1957  Leftists are appointed to positions of power in the Syrian military. 
Trade negotiations in Moscow between the USSR and West Germany are broken off when the Soviets 
refuse to talk about repatriating 80,000 Germans still held in the country. 
August 18, 1957  Tan Dun is born in Simao, Hunan Province, China. 
August 19, 1957  West Side Story, a musical by Leonard Bernstein (38) to words of Sondheim and the 
composer after Laurents after Shakespeare, is given its out-of-town opening in the National Theater, 
Washington.  See September 26, 1957. 
Aspen Serenade for chamber orchestra by Darius Milhaud (64) is performed for the first time, in 
Aspen, Colorado. 
August 22, 1957  The USSR begins a new series of nuclear tests. 
US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles authorizes 24 news organizations to send correspondents to 
China for a seven-month trial period.  Chinese correspondents are not allowed into the United States. 
August 24, 1957  Edgard Varèse (73) and his wife Louise sail from New York for the Netherlands 
where he will create Poéme électronique. 
Piano Concerto no.3 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (70) is performed for the first time, in Teatro Municipal, 
Rio de Janeiro. 



August 25, 1957  A joint congressional committee in the United States reports that if atmospheric 
nuclear tests continue at the level of the last five years, it could “constitute a hazard to the world’s 
population.” 
August 26, 1957  China announces that 90 print and radio people have been sacked as part of a 
“struggle against rightists in the journalistic field.” 
The USSR announces the succesful test of an intercontinental ballistic missle. 
The first Edsel is produced by the Ford Motor Company.  Only about 110,000 of them will ever be 
built. 
August 27, 1957  The Union of Chinese Writers denounces its vice-chairman Feng Hsueh-feng.  
August 28, 1957  The witchcraft convictions of six women in Salem, Massachusetts in 1692 are 
officially overturned by order of Governor Foster Furcolo. 
August 29, 1957  The United States Congress passes the Civil Rights Act of 1957.  It is the first major 
civil rights legislation since Reconstruction.  The vote comes after a record filibuster of 24 hours, 18 
minutes against the bill by Senator Strom Thurmond of South Carolina. 
August 31, 1957  The Federation of Malaya is established, independent of Great Britain under 
Paramount Ruler Tuanku Abdul Rahman ibni al-Marhum Yamtuan Muhammad and Prime Minister 
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Alhaj. 
Izvestia announces that Vyacheslav Molotov has been named ambassador to Mongolia. 
September 1, 1957  Divertimento for strings by Thea Musgrave (29) is performed for the first time, in 
the Adam Rooms, Edinburgh. 
September 2, 1957  Alhaji Abubakar Tafawa Balewa is installed as the first Prime Minister of Nigeria, 
under British sovereignty. 
Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus calls out his state’s national guard an places them around the 
Central High School of Little Rock to prevent court ordered integration. 
Members of the Ku Klux Klan torture and castrate a black man, Judge Aaron, outside of Birmingham, 
Alabama.  When they are captured, they reveal that the man was chosen at random to be a warning 
to advocates of desegregation in the city. 
September 3, 1957  A federal judge in Little Rock tells school officials to proceed with desegration as 
planned. 
Henry Cowell’s (60) Music for Orchestra  is performed for the first time, in the Theater of Herodes 
Atticus, Athens. 
September 4, 1957  A report by a Commission on Homosexual Offenses and Prostitution appointed 
by the British government recommends that private homosexual acts between consenting adults no 
longer be considered a crime.  Led by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Reading, John 
Wolfenden, the report will come to be known by his name. 
Members of the Arkansas national guard prevent nine black students from entering the Central High 
School of Little Rock, to the delight of white mobs. 
September 5, 1957  Mayor Woodrow Mann of Little Rock says the calling of the National Guard by 
Governor Faubus is a “disgraceful political hoax.”  He says the governor wants to “create tension 
where none existed.” 
Cuban rebels, joined by sailors from a nearby naval base, attack Cienfuegos, 250 km southeast of 
Havana.  They manage to take police headquarters but are driven out by government troops.  Air 
Force planes sent to attack the rebels drop their bombs harmlessly in the Bay of Jagua. 
On the Road by Jack Kerouac is published by Viking Press. 
Le Travail du peintre, a cycle for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc (58) to words of Eluard, is 
performed officially for the first time, in Edinburgh.  Also premiered is Poulenc’s Deux mélodies 1956 
to words of Apollinaire.  The composer is at the keyboard for both.  See April 1, 1957. 



September 6, 1957  The five-nation (Canada-France-USSR-UK-US) UN Disarmament Subcommittee 
meeting in London adjourns indefinitely.  No substantive progress has been made. 
A federal judge in Nashville rules that the voluntary integration law in Tennessee is unconstitutional.  
He orders Nashville officials to begin integrating on the first day of school, September 9. 
September 9, 1957  The first shipment of US arms to Jordan arrives at its destination.  This is to 
counter similar moves by the USSR into Syria. 
13 black first-graders (six years old) are brought by their parents to integrate a Nashville elementary 
school.  They are forced through a gauntlet of angry whites who spit and hurl missles at them.  This 
night, a newly integrated school in Nashville is blown up by dynamite. 
Nine black students attempting to enter a white high school in North Little Rock, Arkansas are 
forcibly ejected from the building by white students and adults.  Eleven policemen on hand watch 
and do nothing.  The school superintendant postpones the integration plan indefinitely. 
Rev. F. L. Shuttlesworth is attacked and beaten by a white mob as he attempts to enroll four black 
children in a school in Birmingham, Alabama.  Police Commissioner Robert Lindberghs promises 
that police will be used to keep blacks out of white schools. 
September 10, 1957  Federal District Judge Ronald Davies orders Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus 
and two commanders of the state National Guard to appear in his court to explain why the Guard 
was used to prohibit nine black children from attending the Central High School in Little Rock. 
September 11, 1957  Two works for chamber ensemble by Darius Milhaud (65) are performed for the 
first time, over the airwaves of Radio Lausanne, the composer  conducting:  Le globe trotter op.358 and 
Les charmes de la vie. 
September 12, 1957  Cross Section, a revue with six songs by Peter Sculthorpe (28) to words of 
McKellar, is performed for the first time, in the Phillip Street Theater, Sydney. 
Paul Teitgen, Secretary-General of Police in Algiers, resigns.  He objects to the torture used against 
rebels. 
September 14, 1957  The United Nations General Assembly votes 60-10-10 to condemn the Soviet 
suppression of the Hungarian revolt. 
In a meeting with US President Dwight Eisenhower, Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus pledges to 
respect the desegregation orders of the courts, but he does not promise to remove his National Guard 
troops from the Central High School in Little Rock. 
September 15, 1957  Elections for the West German Bundestag show gains for most of the major 
parties at the expense of smaller parties.  Only five parties now remain in the house.  Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer’s Christian Democrats win the most seats and will head a coalition government. 
Three years after the US Supreme Court decision on integration of schools, the New York Times 
reports “no progress” towards that goal in Alabama, Florida, Goegia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Virginia.  Only minimal progress is reported in Arkansas, North Carolina, Tennessee 
and Texas. 
September 16, 1957  Vive Nadia, for voice and piano by Francis Poulenc (58), is performed for the first 
time, in Villars-sur-Ollon, Switzerland, to celebrate the 70th birthday of Nadia Boulanger. 
September 17, 1957  The Federation of Malaya is admitted to the United Nations. 
A military coup led by Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat overthrows the government of Prime Minister 
Plaek Pibulsongkram of Thailand. 
12 pilots in the Cuban Air Force receive sentences of eight to ten years for not attacking rebels at 
Cienfuegos on September 5. 
In Grand Forks, North Dakota, Louis Armstrong confirms that he has cancelled a government-
sponsored tour of the USSR because “the way they are treating my people in the South, the 
government can go to hell.”  “Its getting almost so bad, a colored man hasn’t got any country.” 



Persian Set for chamber orchestra by Henry Cowell (60) is performed for the first time, in Gulestan 
Palace, Teheran. 
Symphony no.11 “1905” by Dmitri Shostakovich (50) is performed for the first time, in a two-piano 
reduction in the House of Composers, Leningrad, the composer at one keyboard.  See October 30, 
1957. 
September 18, 1957  Edgard Varèse (73) begins working in the Philips studios in Eindhoven on Poéme 
électronique. 
Benjamin Britten’s (43) score for a Malayan national anthem is returned to him by the government of 
Malaya.  They do pay him the fee, however. 
September 20, 1957  Prime Minister Sidney Holland of New Zealand resigns for health reasons and is 
replaced by Keith Holyoake. 
Around 9 p.m.  Jean Christian Julius Sibelius dies of a cerebral hemorrhage at his home in Järvenpää, 
Finland, aged 91 years, nine months and twelve days. 
Pursuant to a court order, Governor Orval Faubus removes the National Guard from the Central 
High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
September 21, 1957  Pote Sarasin replaces Plaek Pibulsongkram as Prime Minister of Thailand. 
King Haakon VII of Norway dies in Oslo and is succeeded by his son, Olav V. 
Serenade no.10 op.79 for flute and harp by Vincent Persichetti (42) is performed for the first time, in 
Istanbul. 
September 22, 1957  A presidential election held today in Haiti is apparently won by Dr. François 
Duvalier, although his opponent, Louis Dejoie, charges fraud. 
September 23, 1957  While a mob of whites beats four black newsmen, nine black children are 
spirited into the Central High School in Little Rock.  However, with the threat of mob violence, the 
mayor and school superintendant remove the black students three hours after their arrival.  In the 
evening, President signs an order requiring everyone to “cease and desist” from blocking integration. 
A Constituent Assembly in Argentina votes to uphold the 1853 constitution and abolish the Perónist 
1949 constitution.  This was done by decree last year. 
September 24, 1957  Yacef Saadi, leader of the Algiers rebels, is captured by the French. 
After white mobs appear once again at the Central High School, President Eisenhower nationalizes 
the Arkansas National Guard and sends 1,000 federal troops to the city.  He addresses the nation 
from the White House to explain his actions. 
Maratona, a ballet by Hans Werner Henze (31) to a story by Visconti, is performed for the first time, in 
the Städtische Oper Berlin.  See February 8, 1957. 
September 25, 1957  A 1,700 meter bridge opens over the Yangtze at Wuhan making rail traffic 
possible between Peking and Canton. 
Under the protection of federal troops, nine black children enter the Central High School of Little 
Rock, Arkansas.  There are no incidents within the school, but two persons are injured and seven are 
arrested outside as whites battle with troops. 
September 26, 1957  The film The Three Faces of Eve is released in the United States. 
A general strike is called in Haiti to protest the election of September 22.  Mobs roam the streets 
smashing any business not open, under the protection of police and troops. 
Pas de six, an orchestral excerpt from Benjamin Britten’s (43) ballet The Prince of the Pagodas, is 
performed for the first time, in Birmingham.  See January 1, 1957. 
Piano Sonata no.3 by Pierre Boulez (32) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt by the composer. 
West Side Story, a musical by Leonard Bernstein (38) to words of Sondheim and the composer after 
Laurents after Shakespeare, is performed for the first time in New York in the Winter Garden 
Theater.  It will run for 734 performances, a year-long national tour and then 249 more performances 



on Broadway.  Producer Harold Prince will later lament that he closed the show two months too 
soon.  See August 19, 1957. 
September 27, 1957  The government of Haiti declares a state of siege. 
The Conservatório Villa-Lobos (70) is opened in São Paulo during “Villa-Lobos Week” in the city, 
celebrating his 70th birthday. 
September 30, 1957  After a state funeral in Helsinki, the earthly remains of Jean Sibelius are interred 
in the garden of his home Ainola, in Järvenpää.  Among the mourners is Finnish President Urho 
Kekkonen. 
When the French National Assembly refuses to approve a bill to make Algeria part of France, the 
government of Prime Minister Maurice Bourgès-Maunoury resigns.  President Coty asks him to stay 
on in a caretaker capacity. 
Pierre Schaeffer (47) is removed as Chairman of Soraform, in spite of the fact that it has done what it 
was set up to do, improve radio in the French colonies.  The staff strikes for his reinstatement but the 
government refuses. 
Epithalamion, a cantata for baritone, chorus and orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams (84) to words 
of Spenser, is performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, London. 
October 1, 1957  String Quartet no.4 by David Diamond (42) is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Recital Hall, New York. 
October 2, 1957  Polish First Secretary Wladyslaw Gomulka closes the liberal periodical Po Prostu.  
This begins four days of street protest which will be brutally suppressed by riot troops. 
David Lean’s film The Bridge on the River Kwai is released in Great Britain. 
October 4, 1957  The first artificial satellite to orbit the Earth, Sputnik I, is launched from the USSR.  It 
is a sphere 58 cm in diameter and weighing 83.6 kg and completes each orbit in 95 minutes at an 
altitude of 900 km.  Sputnik emits constant radio signals on two frequencies. 
Tre epitaffi per Federico García Lorca for speaker, speaking chorus and orchestra by Luigi Nono (33) to 
words of García Lorca and Neruda are performed together for the first time, in Berlin.  The three have 
been performed separately already.  See July 21, 1952, December 17, 1952 and February 16, 1953. 
König Hirsch, an opera by Hans Werner Henze (30) to words of von Cramer after Gozzi, is performed 
completely for the first time, over the airwaves of RAI, Turin.  See September 23, 1956 and May 5, 
1985. 
October 5, 1957  Two days of battles between students and police in Warsaw escalate into general 
anti-government riots over the next three days. 
Incidental music to Seneca’s (translated by Pemán) play Tiestes by Joaquín Rodrigo (55) is performed 
for the first time, in Teatro Español, Madrid. 
October 6, 1957  Music for violin, piano and percussion by Gunther Schuller (31) is performed for the 
first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York, conducted by the composer. 
October 7, 1957  A fire in the Windscale plutonium production reactor, north of Liverpool, causes the 
release of radioactive materials into the atmosphere.  All milk and growing food within 400 miles 
(644 km) of the plant is seized.  An estimated 39 people will die as a result of the accident. 
Cornelius Cardew (21) arrives in Cologne from Britain to study with Karlheinz Stockhausen (29) at 
the electronic studio of Westdeutscher Rundfunk. 
Parliamentary elections in Norway leave the parties virtually unchanged.  The ruling Labor Party 
retains its majority. 
Komla Agbeli Gdbemah, Ghana’s Minister of Finance, and his secretary are refused service at a 
restaurant in Dover, Delaware.  They are told “colored people are not allowed to eat in here.” 
October 8, 1957  Skirmishing breaks out on the border between Turkey and Syria. 
A telephone cable extending from San Francisco to Honolulu opens for use.  It is the longest and 
deepest transoceanic cable (3,800 km long, maximum depth 5.5 km) to date. 



October 9, 1957  The legislature of the State of Florida approves a law immediately closing any school 
to which federal troops are sent to enforce desegregation. 
October 10, 1957  US President Eisenhower hosts Komla Agbeli Gbdemah, Ghana’s Minister of 
Finance, at a White House breakfast.  The meeting is to apologize for the events of October 7.  
Eisenhower tells Gbdemah, “Little things like that are happening all over the place, and you don’t 
know where they are going to blow up or when.” 
Three Pieces for chamber ensemble by Arnold Schoenberg (†6) are performed for the first time, in Berlin, 
47 years after they were composed. 
October 11, 1957  Concerto per la notte di Natale dell’anno 1956 for soprano and chamber orchestra by 
Luigi Dallapiccola (53) to words of Jacopo da Todi is performed for the first time, in Tokyo. 
October 12, 1957  Mikhail Kalatozov’s film, Cranes are Flying is released in the USSR. 
October 13, 1957  The Egyptian government announces that elements of its armed forces have been 
landing in Syria to support the government there. 
East Germany closes its borders and recalls all East German marks for transfer to a new currency.  
The move is designed to eliminate hording of eastmarks in the west, particularly an estimated EM10-
20 million in West Berlin. 
October 14, 1957  Lev Sergeyevich Termen (Leon Theremin) (61) is “completely rehabilitated” by the 
Soviet government. 
Given the calmer atmosphere in Little Rock, half of the 1,000 federal troops there are withdrawn.  
Most of the National Guard are released from national service.  Governor Faubus tells reporters that 
if the nine black students were withdrawn from school, “that would solve the whole thing.” 
October 16, 1957  Flourish for Glorious John, for orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams (85) is 
performed for the first time, in the Manchester Free Trade Hall, conducted by its dedicatee, John 
Barbirolli. 
October 17, 1957  The Royal Swedish Academy of Literature announces that Albert Camus has won 
the Nobel Prize. 
October 20, 1957  Suite no.2 for unaccompanied cello by Ernest Bloch (77) is performed for the first 
time, over the airwaves of the BBC. 
Nachtstücke und Arien for soprano and orchestra by Hans Werner Henze (31) to words of Bachmann, 
is performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen.  A few seconds after the performance begins, 
Pierre Boulez (32), Luigi Nono (33) and Karlheinz Stockhausen (29) stand up and leave the hall. 
Varianti for violin, woodwinds and strings by Luigi Nono (33) is performed for the first time, in 
Donaueschingen. 
October 22, 1957  Three bombs go off in Saigon, one in front of a building housing US military 
officers, one under a bus carrying US enlisted men, and one in front of the library of the USIA.  15 
Vietnamese civilians and 13 US military personnel are injured. 
François “Papa Doc” Duvalier becomes president of Haiti.  Martial law is ended. 
October 23, 1957  A general strike over the last two days in Argentina is thought largely to be a 
failure due to too little participation. 
October 24, 1957  Christian Dior dies in Montecatini of a heart attack at the age of 52. 
October 25, 1957  Stanley Kubrick’s film Paths of Glory is released in West Germany. 
Rudolf Ivanovich Abel is convicted in a federal court in New York on three counts, 1.  conspiracy to 
transmit US defense secrets to the USSR, 2.  conspiracy to gather said secrets and 3.  failure to register 
as a foreign agent. 
Piano Fantasy by Aaron Copland (56), commissioned to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Juilliard 
School, is performed for the first time, in the Juilliard Concert Hall. 
October 26, 1957  Vatican Radio goes on the air for the first time. 
Nikos Kazantzakis dies in Freiburg at the age of 72. 



Variations for brass band by Ralph Vaughan Williams (85) is performed for the first time, in Royal 
Albert Hall, London. 
October 27, 1957  The ruling Democratic Party continues in power after Turkish parliamentary 
elections, with a reduced but comfortable majority. 
October 29, 1957  Moshe Duek, an Israeli Jew, throws a hand grenade into the Knesset chamber in 
Jerusalem.  Several people are injured, including Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, Foreign Minister 
Golda Meir and three other cabinet members. 
US backed dictator Fulgencio Battista suspends the Cuban Constitution. 
October 30, 1957  Symphony no.11 “1905” by Dmitri Shostakovich (51) is performed for the first time, 
in Moscow Conservatory Bolshoy Hall.  The work was performed in a two-piano reduction in 
Leningrad on September 17. 
Incidental music for Settings for Whitman for speaker and piano by Ned Rorem (34) is performed for 
the first time, in Town Hall, New York.  Also premiered is Robert Ward’s (40) Three Pieces for Narrator 
and Piano Based on Poems from Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats to words of Eliot. 
Chromatic Fantasy for cello by Ross Lee Finney (50) is performed for the first time, in the Corcoran 
Gallery, Washington. 
October 31, 1957  The city council of Little Rock, Arkansas orders the arrest of all officers of the local 
NAACP chapter.  The chapter has failed to comply with an ordinance passed two weeks ago that the 
council be informed of the membership and financial records.  They will be arrested. 
November 1, 1957  The Mackinac Bridge opens over the Straits of Mackinac, joining the two parts of 
the State of Michigan.  Its total length is 8,038 meters. 
November 3, 1957  Sputnik II is launched from the USSR carrying the first space traveller from Earth, 
Laika, a dog. 
November 4, 1957  Service pour la veille du Sabbat op.345 for children’s chorus and organ by Darius 
Milhaud (65) is performed for the first time, in Paris. 
November 6, 1957  Félix Gaillard replaces Maurice Bourgès-Maunoury as prime minister of France. 
The Lebanese government announces it has foiled a plot to blow up the Parliament and other 
government buildings in Beirut.  They claim the plot was concocted by the Lebanese Communist 
Party and Syrian Nationalist Party. 
November 8, 1957  Sergei Prokofiev’s (†4) opera War and Peace, to his own words after Tolstoy, is 
performed completely (with cuts) for the first time, in Stanislavsky Theater, Moscow.  See October 16, 
1944 and June 12, 1946. 
November 10, 1957  The US Office of Education releases a report on how the USSR is far ahead of the 
US in producing trained college graduates in science and other technological fields. 
Incidental music to the television program The World of Nick Adams by Aaron Copland (56) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the CBS television network. 
String Quartet in One Movement by Kenneth Gaburo (31) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Illinois, Champaign. 
November 11, 1957  Police in Paris say they have arrested 15 leaders of a vast underground ring of 
Algerian rebels in the country. 
November 12, 1957  In Paris, General Thomas Power of the Strategic Air Command reveals that 
bombers with nuclear weapons are in the air 24 hours a day on a rotating basis. 
Robert Gundlach receives a U.S. patent for a “multiple copy transfer process and apparatus.”  It is the 
first practical photocopier. 
Alarms and Diversions by James Thurber is published in the United States. 
November 13, 1957  President Antonín Zapotocky of Czechoslovakia dies in Prague of a heart 
ailment.  Viliám Siroky becomes acting President. 



King Hussein of Jordan renounces his country’s defense agreement with Syria and Egypt.  He says 
that the two countries are “instruments of international Communism against Jordan.” 
November 14, 1957  Israel and Syria agree to allow civilian construction to proceed in the 
demilitarized zone on their common border. 
The fourth movement of Folk Fantasy for Festivals for folksingers, soloists, speakers, chorus and piano 
by Roy Harris (59) is performed for the first time, in University Auditorium, Oklahoma State 
University.  See February 22, 1956 and May 6, 1963. 
November 15, 1957  Arms from the US and UK arrive in Tunis for use by the pro-western Tunisian 
government.  France strongly protests the sales, fearing the arms would end up in the hands of 
Algerian rebels. 
November 17, 1957  Piano Piece 1956B by Morton Feldman (31) is performed for the first time, in New 
York. 
November 18, 1957  A joint meeting of the Egyptian and Syrian Parliaments in Damascus votes to 
join the two countries together. 
New music by Pauline Oliveros (25) is performed for the first time, at San Francisco State College:  
Three Songs for soprano and piano to words of Duncan and Olson, and Three Songs for soprano and 
horn, to words of Sandburg and Whitman. 
Proclamation for trumpet and orchestra by Ernest Bloch (77) is performed for the first time, in New 
York. 
November 19, 1957  The Czechoslovak National Assembly elects First Secretary Antonín Novotny to 
succeed Antonín Zapotocky as President. 
31 Cubans are arrested near Key West, Florida while attempting to bring arms and other materials to 
the rebels in Cuba. 
Leonard Bernstein (39) is named Music Director of the New York Philharmonic. 
November 20, 1957  US officials confirm that it has unfrozen about one-quarter of the $40,000,000 in 
Egyptian assets seized during the Suez Canal crisis last year. 
November 21, 1957  Israel complains to the UN that Jordan is not allowing the normal biweekly 
shipments of fuel to the Israeli enclave on Mt. Scopus. 
November 22, 1957  Doktor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak is published by Giangiacomo Feltrinelli 
Editore in Milan, in Italian. 
November 23, 1957  Moroccan irregulars attack the Spanish possession of Ifni in the southwest of the 
country.  They report initial successes. 
November 24, 1957  Diego Rivera dies in Mexico City at the age of 70. 
Cultivation op.104, a setting for chorus of two Russian folksongs by Dmitri Shostakovich (51), is 
performed for the first time, in Moscow Conservatory Bolshoy Hall. 
November 26, 1957  The legislature of the State of Texas passes measures allowing the governor to 
close any public school where violence might cause the intervention of federal troops, authorizing aid 
for school districts fighting legal battles against integration, and requiring any organization seeking 
to change public schools to make their membership public.  This last is aimed at the NAACP. 
November 27, 1957  British Foreign Secretary Selwyn Lloyd reveals in the House of Commons that 
some US planes based in Britain carry nuclear weapons. 
The last federal troops depart Little Rock, Arkansas. 
November 29, 1957  Berndt Rainer von Feiandt replaces Väinö Johannes Sukselainen as prime 
minister of Finland. 
The UN General Assembly votes 41-29-11, short of the 2/3 necessary, against urging further 
negotiations between the Netherlands and Indonesia over West Irian. 
Erich Korngold dies in Hollywood at the age of 60. 



November 30, 1957  Indonesian rebels attempt to kill President Sukarno in a grenade attack at a 
school in Jakarta.  The president is almost unharmed but six children are killed and over a hundred 
are injured. 
The French National Assembly approves a new Basic Law for Algeria.  They affirm that Algeria is 
“an integral part of the French Republic.”  Moslems and French in the region are given equal voting 
rights, but proportional representation. 
The White House releases a report by the President’s Commission on Scientists and Engineers that 
says “we are already in a technological race with the Russians,” and “the Russians are gaining on us.” 
December 1, 1957  Indonesian president Sukarno announces the nationalization of assets owned by 
246 Dutch companies, over the West Irian dispute.  Dutch publications are banned and landings by 
KLM at Indonesian airports are ended. 
Voters in Colombia accept a constitutional amendment to allow the Conservative and Liberal parties 
to govern jointly.  Women vote in the country for the first time. 
Igor Stravinsky’s (75) ballet Agon is staged for the first time, in City Center, New York.  The music 
and the choreography, by George Balanchine, are a stupendous success.  See June 17, 1957. 
Two male choruses by Leos Janácek (†29) are performed for the first time, in Prague, approximately 
75 years after they were composed:  On the Bushy Fir Tree Two Pigeons are Perched, and On the Ferry. 
December 2, 1957  The first civilian nuclear power plant in the US goes into operation on an 
experimental basis.  Built for Westinghouse Electric Corp., it stands in Shippingport, Pennsylvania. 
Indictments of violating the Smith Act against ten communists in California are thrown out of court 
for lack of evidence. 
The Duel, a film with music by Aram Khachaturian (54), is released. 
December 2, 1957  Dark Rapture Crawl for orchestra by Bruno Maderna (37) is performed for the first 
time, in Rome.  Also premiered is Divertimento for orchestra by Bruno Maderna and Luciano Berio 
(32). 
December 3, 1957  Indonesian workers seize control of the Dutch Royal Interocean Lines (KPM). 
After the arrival of reinforcements, Spanish troops begin expelling Moroccan irregulars from Ifni. 
Piano Sonata by Bohuslav Martinu (66) is performed for the first time, in Brno. 
December 4, 1957  Indonesian workers seize three Dutch banks.  The government orders the 
Netherlands to close all its consulates in the country.  It names committees to run seized Dutch 
companies. 
UN Secretary General Dag Hammarkjöld, in the region since November 30, wins approval from 
Jordan to allow convoys to resume to the Israeli enclave of Mt. Scopus.  All other Arab-Israeli 
disputes remain unresolved. 
Le visage nuptial for soprano, alto, female chorus and chamber orchestra by Pierre Boulez (32) to 
words of Char, is performed for the first time, in Cologne, the composer conducting. 
December 5, 1957  The Indonesian government orders that 46,000 Dutch nationals be expelled from 
the country. 
December 6, 1957  The first attempt by the United States to launch a space sattelite ends in failure 
when a Vanguard rocket blows up during launch at Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
Symphony no.3 by Roger Sessions (60) is performed for the first time, in Boston.  Public and press are 
cool. 
December 8, 1957  The Soviet government announces that Irkutsk, Lvov and Latvia are now open to 
foreign tourism. 
December 9, 1957  Indonesia announces it has seized all Dutch farms in the country, including their 
assets. 
75 people are injured, 150 arrested in rioting by Greek Cypriots. 
Harry Partch (56) moves into a studio on North Orleans Street, Chicago. 



December 10, 1957  Permina, the state-owned oil company, is founded in Indonesia.  51 Dutch 
citizens arrive in Singapore, the first to be expelled from Indonesia. 
December 11, 1957  Mohammed ben Sadok, who confessed to killing Ali Chekkal, former Vice-
President of the Algerian Assembly, is sentenced to life imprisonment at hard labor by a Paris court. 
December 12, 1957  Walter Nash replaces Keith Hoyoake as prime minister of New Zealand. 
December 13, 1957  A report by the French government’s Commission for the Safeguard of Rights 
and Individual Liberties is made public.  It says that atrocities committed by Algerian rebels were 
provoked by French brutality and other excesses.  They allege brutality and “disappearances” 
brought about by French authorities.  The report was delivered to the Prime Minister on September 
14 but kept secret because of demands from conservatives.  Today it appears in Le Monde.   
Sonata for viola and piano by Leslie Bassett (34) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
December 14, 1957  The UN General Assembly votes 31-23-24 (short of 2/3 necessary) to reject a 
Greek proposal for self-determination for Cyprus. 
December 15, 1957  Line Studies for flute, clarinet, viola and trombone by Kenneth Gaburo (31) is 
performed for the first time, in New York. 
Piano (Three Hands) and Two Pianos, both by Morton Feldman (31) are performed for the first time, in 
Paine Hall of Harvard University by John Cage (45) and David Tudor.    Also premiered is Duo for 
Pianists I by Christian Wolff (23). 
December 17, 1957  The United States successfully tests an Intercontinental Ballistic Missle for the 
first time, from Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
Dorothy Sayers dies in Witham, Essex, England at the age of 64. 
The Nat King Cole Show, a popular televsion variety show in the United States, is cancelled because of 
its inability to attract a sponsor.  Nat King Cole is black. 
December 18, 1957  The first nuclear power plant in the US meant for civilian use goes on line in 
Shippingport, Pennsylvania.  It produces electricity for customers in the Pittsburgh area. 
December 19, 1957  The NATO heads of government meeting in Paris agree to set up an integrated 
nuclear missle force. 
The Music Man opens in New York. 
December 25, 1957  Frederick Law Olmstead dies in Malibu, California at the age of 87. 
December 29, 1957  Eydie Gorme marries Steve Lawrence in Las Vegas. 
January 1, 1958  Japan converts to the metric system. 
Treaties creating the European Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy Community 
go into effect. 
Great Britain creates Christmas Island a crown colony. 
Thanom Kittikachorn replaces Pote Sarasin as Prime Minister of Thailand. 
January 2, 1958  West Berlin authorities report 129,579 people sought asylum in 1957. 
Maria Callas walks out of a performance of Vincenzo Bellini’s (†122) Norma in Rome, claiming 
horseness.  The house superintendant says that Ms. Callas was celebrating the new year “until a late 
hour.”  The audience, which includes President Giovanni Gronchi, is moved to near riot. 
January 3, 1958  West German authorities report the registration of 264,500 refugees in 1957. 
Most British dependencies in the Caribbean are united in the Federation of the West Indies, including 
Antigua, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Christopher-Nevis-
Anguilla, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
January 5, 1958  France sends troops to the Cameroons to put down an uprising.  Reportedly, 60 
villages have been destroyed. 
January 6, 1958  The Soviet Union announces that it will reduce its armed forces by 300,000 during 
1958. 



Vergilii Aeneis, a sinfonia eroica by Gian Francesco Malipiero (75) to his own words after Virgil 
(translated by Caro), is staged for the first time, in Teatro La Fenice, Venice.  See June 21, 1946. 
January 7, 1958  Petru Groza, Head of State of Romania, dies, reportedly of stomach cancer, in 
Bucharest and is replaced ad interim by Mihai Sadoveanu and Anton Moisescu. 
Incidental music to Williams’ play Suddenly Last Summer by Ned Rorem (34) is performed for the first 
time, in York Playhouse, New York. 
January 10, 1958  Msgr. Albert Egon Turcsanyi is sentenced to life imprisonment in a Budapest court 
for activities during the 1956 revolt. 
January 11, 1958  Ion Gheorghe Maurer replaces Petru Groza as Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Grand National Assembly of Romania (head of state). 
January 12, 1958  Spanish Sahara is made an overseas province of Spain. 
Die Jakobsleiter, an oratorio by Arnold Schoenberg (†6), is performed for the first time, in Hamburg, 36 
years after it was originally composed. 
 January 13, 1958  A petition signed by 9,235 scientists from 43 countries, including 36 Nobel Prize 
winners, urging an immediate halt to nuclear weapons testing, is presented to UN Secretary General 
Dag Hammarskjöld. 
The Daily Worker, the publication of the Communist Party of the United States, ceases publication. 
Improvisation sur Mallarmé I for soprano and seven instruments and Improvisation sur Mallarmé II for 
soprano and nine instruments, by Pierre Boulez (32) are performed for the first time, in Hamburg.  
Also premiered is La terra e la compagna for soprano, tenor, chorus and chamber orchestra by Luigi 
Nono (33) to words of Pavese.  See October 20, 1962. 
January 14, 1958  Cuban rebels raid Manzanillo in the southeast of the country. 
January 15, 1958  Vanessa, an opera by Samuel Barber (47) to words of Menotti (46), is performed for 
the first time, in the Metropolitan Opera House, New York.  It is a thunderous success and will win 
Barber the Pulitzer Prize. 
Symphony no.2 “Pastorale” by Colin McPhee (57) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
January 18, 1958  Leonard Bernstein (39) and the New York Philharmonic give the first of 53 Young 
People’s Concerts over the airwaves of CBS television.  This one is entitled What does Music Mean? 
January 19, 1958  Triptych for violin, viola and percussion by Charles Wuorinen (19) is performed for 
the first time, in Kaufmann Concert Hall, 92nd St. Y, New York. 
January 20, 1958  Treaties signed in Jakarta end the state of war between Japan and Indonesia, 
provide for Japanese reparations and investment in Indonesia. 
A federal court in San Francisco orders the release of eleven communists convicted in 1953 of 
advocating the overthrow of the government. 
January 23, 1958  General Marcos Perez Jimenez, the dictator of Venezuela, is overthrown by a two-
day revolt in Caracas and other major cities.  He is replaced by a 7-man junta led by Rear Admiral 
Wolfgang Larrazabal.  Former Argentine President Juan Perón, who has been living in Caracas, 
moves to the Dominican embassy as a “visitor.” 
Mosaics by Howard Hanson (61), commissioned to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Cleveland 
Orchestra, is performed for the first time, in Cleveland. 
January 24, 1958  Two works are performed for the first time, in Basel:  Ernst Krenek’s (57) orchestral 
work Kette, Kreis und Spiegel, and Bohuslav Martinu’s (67) cantata The Epic of Gilgamesh to ancient 
Babylonian words. 
January 26, 1958  Three days of rioting begins by Turkish Cypriots desirous of a partition of the 
island along ethnic lines.  Eight people are killed. 
Be Merry All that be Present for chorus and organ by Charles Wuorinen (19) to anonymous words is 
performed for the first time, in the Church of the Transfiguration, New York. 
January 27, 1958  Ferenc Münich replaces János Kádár as Prime Minister of Hungary. 



The United States and the USSR sign an agreement in Washington to expand cultural, educational 
and scientific exchanges. 
US President Eisenhower urges Congress to enact an “emergency” program to improve education, in 
particular science and engineering. 
About 200 rebels, mostly students from Havana University, attack Cuban military posts between 
Trinidad and Sancti Spiritus. 
Harp Sonata by Ernst Krenek (57) is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
January 28, 1958  The lower house of the Italian Parliament approves a measure to end legal 
prostitution and close 560 officially sanctioned brothels. 
Ferenc Münnich replaces János Kádár as Prime Minister of Hungary. 
Nonet by Roberto Gerhard (61) is performed for the first time, in London. 
January 30, 1958  A magistrate in Johannesburg orders 95 South Africans to be tried for treason.  The 
alleged offense of the 58 blacks, 18 south Asians, 17 whites and two of mixed ancestry is of 
advocating racial equality and opposing the country’s apartheid laws. 
William Walton’s (55) Partita for Orchestra is performed for the first time, in Severence Hall, 
Cleveland.  The work, which was commissioned by the Cleveland Orchestra to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary, is well received. 
January 31, 1958  Explorer I, the first American artificial Earth satellite, is launched. 
February 1, 1958  Egypt and Syria join to form the United Arab Republic. 
Aaron Copland (57) conducts on television for the first time, sharing a program with Leonard 
Bernstein (39) and the New York Philharmonic. 
February 2, 1958  Sonata for cello solo no.2 composed in Two Dayturnes by Otto Luening (57) is 
performed for the first time, in Kaufmann Concert Hall, New York. 
February 3, 1958  At a ceremony in The Hague, the foreign ministers of Belgium, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands sign a treaty creating the Benelux economic union. 
February 5, 1958  The Egyptian Parliament and Syrian President Shukri al-Kuwatly to be the first 
president of the new United Arab Republic. 
Symphony no.2 by Michael Tippett (53) is performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, London. 
February 6, 1958  Hans-Bode Gorgasz is freed from prison.  He was sentenced to death in 1947 for the 
gas chamber murders of 1,000 people at Hadamar Sanatorium. 
Primavera de la vida, a film with music by Alberto Ginastera (41), is released in Argentina. 
February 8, 1958  French planes strike the village of Sakiet Sidi Youssef, Tunisia.  70 people are killed, 
130 injured.  The French claim they were fired on by Algerian rebels near the town.  Homes and 
public buildings are hit, as well as two trucks belonging to the Red Cross.  Tunisian President 
Bourguiba tells his country that this is the “opening of hostilities” with France.  He demands that all 
French troops be removed from Tunisia and the naval base at Bizerte. 
February 9, 1958  Tunisian army units surround all French military installations in the country. 
Out of the Depths for chorus and organ by Leslie Bassett (35) to words of the Psalms, is performed for 
the first time, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
February 10, 1958  Mythical Beasts for soprano and 16 instruments by Henry Brant (44) is performed 
for the first time, in New York. 
February 11, 1958  After talks in Cairo, Yemen announces it will join the United Arab Republic. 
Wind Quintet no.2 by Charles Wuorinen (19) is performed for the first time, in Barnard Parlor, 
Barnard College, New York. 
February 12, 1958  The French National Assembly votes support for the raid on Sakiet Sidi Youssef. 
Pietà for english horn and strings by Ulysses Kay (41) is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, 
New York. 
The Symphony no.2 by Samuel Adler (29) is performed for the first time, in Dallas. 



February 13, 1958  La rose des vents, a ballet by Darius Milhaud (65) to a story by Vidalie and Petit, is 
performed for the first time, in Paris. 
February 14, 1958  The Arab Union is created by the federation of Iraq and Jordan.  Each country 
maintains a high degree of independence. 
Waltz Serenade for orchestra by George Rochberg (39) is performed for the first time, in Cincinnati. 
February 15, 1958  With covert support from the United States, a rival Indonesian government is 
founded in Bukittingi to challenge President Sukarno.  It is headed by Sjafruddim Prawiranegara, a 
former governor of the Bank of Indonesia. 
David Diamond’s (42) symphonic suite The World of Paul Klee is performed for the first time, in 
Portland, Oregon. 
February 16, 1958  A Ballad of the Seven Lively Arts for piano and orchestra by Norman Dello Joio (45) 
is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of CBS television, the composer at the piano. 
February 17, 1958  France and Tunisia accept the US and UK as mediators in their current dispute. 
Elégie for horn and piano by Francis Poulenc (59) is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of 
the BBC, the composer at the piano. 
February 18, 1958  Sinfonia Concertante for two orchestras by Bohuslav Martinu (67) is performed for 
the first time, in Basel, 26 years after it was composed. 
February 20, 1958  Tunisian officials close seven French consulates. 
February 21, 1958  The Indonesian Air Force bombs rebels in Padang, Bukittingi, and Manado. 
A plebescite in Egypt and Syria confirms the union of the two countries as the United Arab Republic. 
February 22, 1958  The US and UK sign an agreement in Washington to provide Britain with US 
intermediate range ballistic missles. 
In the first free elections in Argentina since 1928, Arturo Frondizi, supported by Perónists, wins a 
strong victory. 
February 23, 1958  Música para un jardin for orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo (56) is performed for the 
first time, in Teatro Ruzafa, Valencia. 
February 26, 1958  Fantasia em trés movimentos for orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos (70) is performed 
for the first time, in Pittsburgh. 
February 27, 1958  Indonesian federal troops land on Sulawesi, 200 km from the rebel stronghold of 
Menado. 
Several works by Henryk Górecki (24) are performed for the first time, in Katowice:  Songs of Joy and 
Rhythm op.7 for two pianos and chamber orchestra, Concerto for five instruments and string quartet 
op.11, Toccata op.2 for two pianos, Variations for violin and piano op.4, Sonata for two violins op.10 
and the Quartettino op.5 for two flutes, oboe and violin.  This is the first concert devoted entirely to 
the works of Górecki and will bring him a commission from conductor Andrezej Markowski. 
Lear:  A Study for orchestra by Marc Blitzstein (52) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, 
New York.  The critics are mixed. 
Concerto for piano and orchestra by Peter Mennin (34) is performed for the first time, in Cleveland. 
St. Joan for piano by Ben Johnston (31) is performed for the first time. 
March 2, 1958  A party of British and New Zealanders, led by Vivian Fuchs, reaches Scott Base on 
McMurdo Sound.  They thus become the first humans to complete a land crossing of Antarctica.  
Having set out from Shackelton Station on the Wedell Sea on November 24, they traveled some 3,400 
km.  The British government announces that Fuchs will be knighted. 
March 3, 1958  Konstantinos Georgiou Georgakopoulos replaces Konstantinos Georgiou Karamanlis 
as Prime Minister of Greece. 
The second orchestral suite from Hans Werner Henze’s (31) ballet Undine is performed for the first 
time, in Mannheim.  See October 27, 1958 and January 10, 1959. 



George Rochberg’s (39) piano work Sonata-Fantasia is performed for the first time, at the Juilliard 
School, New York. 
March 4, 1958  A court in Ankara sentences Halim Buyukbulut to 26 months in prison and a $7,735 
fine for drawing cartoons critical of the Turkish government.  His newspaper, Ulus, is suspended for 
two months. 
March 5, 1958  China creates the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. 
On the fifth anniversary of the death of Sergei Prokofiev, memorial plaques are ceremonially 
unveiled on all the addresses where he lived in Moscow. 
The French government issues 13 decrees on Algeria, dividing the country into five regions and 
appointing French administrators for each until elections can be held. 
The launch of a second artifical satellite by the United States fails to achieve orbit, probably because 
the last stage did not fire. 
Orchestral Variations by Aaron Copland (57), a transcription of his Piano Variations, is performed for 
the first time, in Louisville. 
Fantasía para un gentilhombre for guitar and orchestra by Joaquín Rodrigo (56) is performed for the 
first time, in the War Memorial Opera House, San Francisco. 
March 6, 1958  President Gamal Abdel Nasser of the United Arab Republic names four vice-
presidents (two Egyptian, two Syrian) and a cabinet.  Most of the important ministries go to 
Egyptians. 
March 7, 1958  Indonesian federal troops land at Bengkalis off Sumatra, 500 km from the rebel centers 
of Padang and Bukit Tinggi. 
The French National Assembly votes confidence in the Algeria policy of Prime Minister Gaillard. 
Symphony no.1 by Charles Wuorinen (19) is performed for the first time, in the Great Hall, Cooper 
Union, New York. 
Concerto for viola and orchestra by Walter Piston (64) is performed for the first time, in Symphony 
Hall, Boston. 
March 8, 1958  In a ceremony in Damascus, Yemen is attached to the United Arab Republic in the 
United Arab States.  Imam Ahmed of Yemen retains his absolute monarchy, but joint armed forces 
and foreign policy are set up. 
Nature magazine publishes a paper by six scientists at Cambridge University and the Royal 
Institution entitled, “A three-dimensional model of the myoglobin molecule obtained by X-ray 
analysis.”  It is the first 3-D model of a protein and marks the beginning of structural biology. 
Ad Majorem Gloriam, Universitatis Illinorum, a tone poem for band by Roy Harris (60) is performed for 
the first time, in University Auditorium, Urbana. 
March 9, 1958  Sestina for solo voice and chamber ensemble by Ernst Krenek (57) to his own words, is 
performed for the first time, in the New School for Social Research, New York, the composer 
conducting. 
March 11, 1958  A US Air Force plane accidentally drops an unarmed nuclear bomb which lands near 
a house near Florence, South Carolina.  The triggering device explodes causing injuries to six people 
living in the house.  The Air Force claims a “mechanical malfunction” caused the bomb to drop. 
The Memnon Overture (Vorspiel zu einer grossen Oper) by Franz Schreker (†23) is performed for the first 
time, in Baden-Baden. 
March 12, 1958  Indonesian federal troops take Pakanbaru, Sumatra. 
President Fulgencio Batista suspends civil liberties in Cuba after the courts attempt to arrest and try 
national military and police figures for using murder and torture against political prisoners. 
A Philadelphia court sentences Billie Holiday to a year’s probation for possession of narcotics. 
Incidental music to Kerr’s (after Aristophanes) play The Birds by Lejaren Hiller (34) is performed for 
the first time, at the University of Illinois, Urbana. 



March 13, 1958  Nathan Leopold is released on parole from prison in Joliet, Illinois. 
March 14, 1958  The Iranian court announces that Reza Shah Pahlevi has divorced Queen Soraya 
because she has not produced a male heir. 
March 15, 1958  China begins to withdraw six divisions (c.100,000 men) from Korea.  The move will 
be completed on April 30. 
Variations I for any number of players by John Cage (45) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of North Carolina, Greensboro. 
March 16, 1958  Indonesian rebels take Medan, Sumatra. 
Doubles for orchestra by Pierre Boulez (32) is performed for the first time, in Paris, conducted by the 
composer.  See January 10, 1964. 
March 17, 1958  The International Maritime Organization is established. 
After three months of failures, the United States launches a second satellite, Vanguard I. 
President Fulgencio Batista of Cuba receives a petition to resign from a broad spectrum of 42 
organizations and signed by thousands of people.  At the same time, Fidel Castro distributes a 
declaration of “total war” against the government to begin April 1. 
March 18, 1958  A French court convicts and condemns to death 36 Algerians for the murders of 20 
Europeans in the Philippeville area. 
Surrounded by over 8,000 security guards for protection, the French National Assembly votes 
confidence in Prime Minister Gaillard’s government. 
March 19, 1958  142 representatives of six countries meet in Strasbourg for the opening session of the 
European Parliamentary Assembly created to govern the European Coal and Steel Community.  
Robert Schuman of France is chosen its first president. 
Windsong, a film with music by Harry Partch (56) is shown for the first time, over the airwaves of 
WTTW-TV, Chicago. 
March 20, 1958  Elections in Cuba scheduled for June 1 are postponed until November 3 at the 
insistence of followers of President Batista. 
Three members of the Ku Klux Klan are convicted in Charlotte, North Carolina of conspiracy to blow 
up, and attempting to blow up, a predominantly black school.  They receive sentences ranging from 
two to ten years.  Two others are acquitted. 
March 21, 1958  Sonata per Archi for chamber orchestra by Hans Werner Henze (31) is performed for 
the first time, in Zürich. 
March 22, 1958  Indonesian rebel leader Prawiranegare Sjafruddin appeals to the world for economic 
and military aid against the federal government. 
March 23, 1958  Indonesian federal troops take Lirik, thus completing the recapture of the central 
Sumatra oil fields. 
March 24, 1958  Israel and Syria begin a week of battles along their common border. 
Elvis Presley is inducted into the army in Memphis. 
Gruppen no.6 for three orchestras by Karlheinz Stockhausen (29) is performed for the first time, in 
Cologne, conducted by Pierre Boulez (32), Bruno Maderna (37) and the composer.  Cornelius Cardew 
(21) plays glockenspiel.  Despite the open hostility of the musicians and the great difficulty of 
coordinating three orchestras with three conductors, the evening is a smashing success. 
March 25, 1958  Artikulation for four-track tape by György Ligeti (34) is performed for the first time, 
over the airwaves of Westdeutsche Rundfunk, Cologne.  Also premiered is Bruno Maderna’s (37) 
tape work, Continuo. 
March 26, 1958  Indonesian federal troops take Taluk in central Sumatra but fierce fighting continues 
in the area. 
Police in Paris detain 6,000 Moslems, arresting about 280 of them as terror suspects. 
The United States launches a third satellite, Explorer III. 



Musique Funèbre by Witold Lutoslawski (45) is performed for the first time, in Katowice.  It is 
dedicated to the Poles who resisted the Nazi occupation. 
Incidental music to Shaw’s play Back to Methuselah by Otto Luening (57) and Vladimir Ussachevsky 
(46) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
Duo for viola and piano by Ralph Shapey (37) is performed for the first time, at the Third Street 
Music School Settlement, New York. 
Henry Cowell’s (61) orchestral work Ongaku is performed for the first time, in Columbia Auditorium, 
Louisville. 
March 27, 1958  General Secretary Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev appoints himself Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR replacing Nikolai Alyeksandrovich Bulganin. 
A federal district court finds 34 of 35 defendants guilty of conspiracy in running guns to the Cuban 
revolution. 
March 28, 1958  At the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York, Dr. Peter Goldmark of CBS Laboratories 
announces the development of a stereophonic record that can be played on existing monaural 
equipment. 
Symphony no.1 by George Rochberg (39) is performed for the first time, in Philadelphia. 
March 30, 1959  Five Appalachian Ballads for voice and guitar by Lejaren Hiller (35) is performed for 
the first time, at the University of Illinois, Urbana. 
March 31, 1958  The USSR declares a unilateral halt to atomic testing and calls on the US and UK to 
do the same. 
The Mixed Armistice Commission enforces a cease fire along the Israel-Syria border after a week of 
fighting. 
Pierre Frieden replaces Joseph Bech as Prime Minister of Luxembourg. 
President Batista of Cuba is granted “extraordinary powers” by the Congress. 
The Progressive Conservative Party of Canadian Prime Minister John Diefenbaker win an enormous 
victory in parliamentary elections, capturing 208 of 265 seats. 
Pentagramm for woodwind quintet by Ernst Krenek (57) is performed for the first time, in Schoenberg 
Hall at the University of California at Los Angeles. 
April 1, 1958  Six people are wounded, 200 arrested in Tyre in demonstrations following the 
conviction of three men for abusing the Lebanese flag. 
Spain returns Tarfaya to Morocco. 
About a million workers in the transport and public utility fields strike in France for 24 hours to 
support wage demands. 
A new offensive by rebels in Cuba cuts of Santiago from the rest of the country. 
The Radiophonic Workshop opens at the Maida Vale Studios of the BBC in London.  It is created to 
electronically produce sound for radio dramas, science programs and other radio and television 
programs. 
April 2, 1958  Police fire on anti-government in Tyre, Lebanon, killing five and injuring ten. 
In the third concert of Sannin-no-kai (the group of three) in Tokyo, Toshiro Mayuzumi’s (29) Nirvana 
Symphony (Nehan kokyokyoku) is performed for the first time, in Tokyo. 
Symphony no.9 by Ralph Vaughan Williams (85) is performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, 
London. 
April 6, 1958  The Indonesian government announces plans to buy warplanes and other armaments 
from Warsaw Pact countries and Yugoslavia. 
Mutations I for piano by Ralph Shapey (37) is performed for the first time, in Nonagon Gallery, New 
York.  Also premiered is Shapey’s Sonata Variations for piano. 
April 7, 1958  Indonesian federal troops take Lubukdjambi in central Sumatra. 



April 8, 1958  West Germany and the USSR reach agreement in Moscow on trade and other issues 
including the voluntary repatriation of persons now in the Soviet Union who held German 
citizenship before June 22, 1941. 
April 9, 1958  The Ceylon House of Representatives votes to nationalize all tea, rubber and coconut 
plantations. 
Scattered street fighting breaks out in Havana between rebels and government troops. 
April 10, 1958  Five days of unrest begins in Lebanon by groups opposed to President Camille 
Chamoun’s pro-western policies. 
Spectrum for solo violin, brass quintet and piano by Charles Wuorinen (19) is performed for the first 
time, in the Barkley Hotel, Philadelphia. 
An orchestral suite from Aaron Copland’s (57) opera The Tender Land is performed for the first time, 
in Orchestra Hall, Chicago. 
April 11, 1958  Japanese police arrest three government officials and charge them with being 
members of the Communist Party and giving government information to the party. 
Van Cliburn plays the Third Piano Concerto of Sergei Rakhmaninov at the Tchaikovsky International 
Piano Competition at Tchaikovsky Conservatory, Moscow.  His performance meets with uproarious 
applause.  Through the competition he has become the idol of the city. 
The South African government bans all meetings of more than ten blacks. 
April 12, 1958  France agrees to resume negotiations with Tunisia with US and UK mediators. 
April 13, 1958  The sixteen jurors of the Tchaikovsky International Piano Competition in Moscow 
vote to give the first prize to Van Cliburn of Kilgore, Texas. 
Studies in Sound for tape by Vladimir Ussachevsky (46) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
An espisode of the CBS. televison program The Twentieth Century entitled “FDR:  From third term to 
Pearl Harbor” with music by Ulysses Kay (41) is shown for the first time, over the airwaves of the 
network. 
April 14, 1958  The French National Assembly votes against confidence in the government’s handling 
of negotiations with Tunisia over border incursions into Algeria. 
First Secretary of the Polish Communist Party Wladislaw Gomulka orders that all factory workers’ 
councils created during the revolt of 1956 will be brought under Party control.  He also orders a ban 
on industrial strikes. 
Van Cliburn plays at a reception at the Kremlin attended by General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, 
President Kliment Voroshilov, First Deputy Prime Minister Anastas Mikoyan and a visitor, Dowager 
Queen Elizabeth of Belgium.  At the concert hall, certificates are passed out to Cliburn and the other 
winners of the Tchaikovsky competition by Dmitri Shostakovich (51). 
Cornelius Cardew (21) marries Ruth Aaronberg, a fellow student at the Royal Academy of Music, at 
the British Consulate in Düsseldorf.  One of the witnesses is Gottfried Michael Koenig (31). 
The Robbers, a melodrama by Ned Rorem (34) to his own words, revised by Blitzstein after Chaucer, is 
performed for the first time, at the Kaufman Auditorium of the YMHA, New York. 
Invención for piano by Carlos Chávez (58) is performed officially for the first time, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 
April 15, 1958  Prime Minister Félix Gaillard of France and his cabinet resign after the votes taken 
yesterday. 
Piano Quintet no.2 by Ernest Bloch (77) is performed for the first time, at the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
April 16, 1958  Parliamentary elections in South Africa result in an increased majority for the National 
Party. 
April 17, 1958  About 6,000 Indonesian federal troops land on the west coast of Sumatra and capture 
the rebel stronghold of Padang. 



King Baudouin officially opens the Brussels Worlds Fair. 
President Batista of Cuba declares all public employees to be members of the armed forces subject to 
“military jurisdiction.” 
The Rock for orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (67) is performed for the first time, in Cleveland. 
April 18, 1958  Van Cliburn plays a recital at Moscow Conservatory to an overflow crowd.  They 
require seven encores. 
A United States federal court decides that since Ezra Pound is incurably, permanently insane, he can 
no longer be held under indictment for treason and must be set free. 
Symphony no.1 by Easley Blackwood (24) is performed for the first time, in Boston. 
April 19, 1958  String Quartet no.2 op.26 by Alberto Ginastera (42) is performed for the first time, in 
Coolidge Auditorium, Washington.  Also premiered is String Quartet no.15 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (71). 
Elegy and Dance for orchestra by Roy Harris (60) is performed for the first time, in Public Auditorium, 
Portland, Oregon, the composer conducting. 
April 20, 1958  Symphony no.12 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (71) is performed for the first time, in Lisner 
Auditorium, Washington. 
April 21, 1958  The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union announces a 
reduction of the work day for industrial workers from eight to seven hours and for miners, seven to 
six hours. 
The League of Red Cross Societies reports that a smallpox epidemic in East Pakistan (Bangladesh) has 
caused 15,000 deaths. 
April 22, 1958  Dmitri Shostakovich (51) is awarded the Lenin Prize for his Symphony no.11. 
The Philips Pavilion at the Brussels World’s Fair is officially inaugurated.  It is immediately closed for 
further adjustments to the sound and light systems. 
Princess Margaret opens the Parliament of the West Indies Federation in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 
Symphony no.8 “Rhodanienne” by Darius Milhaud (65) is performed for the first time, in San Francisco.  
On the same program is the premiere of the Violin Concerto no.1 by Andrew Imbrie (37). 
April 23, 1958  Orson Welles’ film Touch of Evil is shown for the first time, in Los Angeles. 
A string quartet by Thea Musgrave (29) is performed for the first time, at the University of Glasgow. 
Six Elizabethan Songs, a cycle for high voice and piano by Dominick Argento (30) to words of various 
authors, is performed for the first time, at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York.  See 
March 8, 1963. 
April 24, 1958  Speaking in Jakarta, President Sukarno of Indonesia predicts that the “fall of 
capitalism and imperialism” is “an historical certainty.” 
The Epidemic Control Commission in Dacca, East Pakistan reports that 50,000 people have died of 
smallpox and the epidemic is “out of control” in eight districts. 
April 26, 1958  Reino Iisakki Kuuskoski replaces Berndt Rainer von Feiandt as prime minister of 
Finland. 
Crossing Brooklyn Ferry for chorus and piano by Virgil Thomson (61), to words of Whitman, is 
performed for the first time, in Brooklyn. 
April 28, 1958  Citizens of Malta stage a general strike, attack buses and barricade streets to protest 
the takeover of the civil administration of the territory by British Governor Robert Laycock.  Laycock 
bans public meetings for three months. 
A second Vanguard satellite sent aloft by the United States fails to achieve orbit. 
April 29, 1958  Representatives of the United Arab Republic and the Universal Suez Canal Co. sign a 
preliminary agreement on compensation for the nationalization of the canal in 1956. 
Dialogues for clarinet and piano by George Rochberg (39) is performed for the first time, in Carl 
Fischer Concert Hall, New York. 



Incidental music to Fry’s play The Firstborn by Leonard Bernstein (39) is performed for the first time, 
in Coronet Theater, New York. 
April 30, 1958  British Governor Robert Laycock declares a state of emergency on Malta due to recent 
strikes and anti-government agitation. 
May 1, 1958  Legislation goes into effect closing all brothels in India. 
The discovery of the Van Allen radiation belts is published in the Washington Evening Star.  This 
comes after the announcement to the National Academy of Sciences and the American Physical 
Society by James Van Allen in Washington. 
The US Treasury Department releases assets of Egypt and the Universal Suez Canal Co. frozen since 
1956. 
The United States Coast Guard seizes the Golden Rule and its crew of four at Honolulu as it attempts 
to sail to Eniwetok to protest atomic testing. 
Arturo Frondizi Ercoli replaces Pedro Eugenio Aramburu Cilveti as President of Argentina. 
May 2, 1958  Poéme électronique for three-track tape by Edgar Varèse (74) is performed for the first 
time, in the Philips Pavilion at the Brussels Exposition.  The music plays continuously as visitors 
ambulate through the pavilion, designed by Le Courboursier. 
May 3, 1958  The US invites eleven nations to a conference to ensure that Antarctica be used only for 
peaceful purposes. 
May 4, 1958  Indonesian federal troops capture the rebel capital of Bukit Tinggi, Sumatra. 
Serenata d’estate for harp, flute, guitar, violin, viola and cello by George Rochberg (39) is performed 
for the first time, in the 92nd Street Y, New York. 
Largo Risoluto nos.1 and 2 for string quartet and piano by Charles Ives (†3) are performed for the first 
time, in the National Gallery of Art, Washington. 
May 5, 1958  Samuel Barber (48) wins the Pulitzer Prize in Music for his opera Vanessa. 
May 7, 1958  The Indonesian Army charge that recently defeated rebels received arms and 
ammunition from the US with US government approval. 
Serenade for orchestra by William Grant Still (62) is performed for the first time, in the high school of 
Great Falls, Montana. 
May 8, 1958  Nassib Metni, editor of the leftist Beirut newpaper Telegraphe, is murdered. 
Marc Blitzstein (53) appears before an executive session of the House Unamerican Activities 
Committee in the court house in Foley Square, New York.  He is one of 20 witnesses from the 
entertainment industry.  He states openly that he was a member of the Communist Party until 1949, 
and that he, at various times, supported certain organizations, but he does not inform on others. 
During a speech by US Vice-President Richard Nixon at San Marcos University in Lima, Peru, a riot 
breaks out.  Demonstrators begin showering the platform with produce and geological specimens.  
After calling the students “cowards” he abandons his speech.  Nixon then moves on to Catholic 
University where the only things thrown at him are angry questions. 
Alan Freed, “rock-and-roll” disc jockey, is indicted in Boston for inciting a riot during a show in the 
city on May 3.  Fifteen people were injured by teenaged fans. 
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play King Lear by Aram Khachaturian (54) is performed for the first 
time, in Moscow. 
String Quartet no.1 “Métamorphoses nocturnes”  by György Ligeti (34) is performed for the first time, in 
Vienna. 
May 9, 1958  Anti-government violence breaks out in Lebanon during a general strike to protest the 
murder yesterday of newspaper editor Nassib Metni. 
The last four Nazi war criminals held by the US are paroled.  Three of them were originally sentenced 
to death in 1948. 
Alfred Hitchcock’s film Vertigo is shown for the first time, in Los Angeles. 



May 10, 1958  Violence in Tripoli, Lebanon by armed mobs yesterday and today cause the deaths of 
21 people.  128 are injured.  The library of the United States Information Service is burned. 
May 11, 1958  Fighting continues between rebels and Indonesian troops in the Moluccas. 
Khosrov Ruzbeh, leader of the Communist Party of Iran, is executed. 
A reproduction of Waclaw Szymanowksi’s monument to Chopin (†108) is unveiled in Warsaw.  The 
orginal was destroyed by the Germans in World War II. 
Police in Bogota, Colombia, break up several anti-US demonstrations during a visit by US Vice-
President Richard Nixon. 
May 12, 1958  Mobs in Beirut battle police.  The United States Information Service library in the city is 
burned as are the homes of three government leaders.  The pipeline of the Iraq Petroleum Company 
is blown up near the Syrian border. 
The Arab Federal State, the union of Jordan and Iraq, comes into effect as the Iraqi Parliament and 
king ratify the constitution. 
US President Eisenhower tell African-Americans to have “patience and forebearance” in the fight for 
equal rights.  “We must make sure that enforcement will not in itself create injustice.” 
May 13, 1958  A coalition of fascist and other right-wing groups, in conspiracy with the local French 
army command, led by brigadier General Jacques Massu, seize control in Algeria.  They set up a 
Committee of Public Safety and demand the return to power of Charles de Gaulle.  They oppose 
reports that Prime Minister-designate Pierre Pflimlin plans to negotiate with Algerian rebels. 
Foreign Minister Malik of Lebanon accuses Egypt of “massive interference” in the current unrest in 
the country. 
As US Vice-President Richard Nixon drives through Caracas, Venezuela to a wreath-laying ceremony 
at the National Pantheon, his motorcade is set upon by mobs wielding sticks and rocks.  Rioters 
attempt to drag Nixon from the car.  Venezuelan Foreign Minister Oscar Garcia Lutin is injured as are 
some of Nixon’s bodyguards.  Two US diplomats waiting at the ceremony site for Nixon are set upon 
by mobs and are rescued by Venezuelan troops.  Nixon’s motorcade manages to make it to the US 
embassy.  US President Eisenhower moves troops to Puerto Rico and Guantanamo Bay as a 
“precautionary measure.” 
May 14, 1958  Pierre Pflimlin of the Popular Republican Movement (center-right) replaces Félix 
Gaillard as prime minister of France.  He orders General Raoul Salan to take political control in 
Algeria.  Salan is currently the commander of French forces in the country. 
The United States sends arms to the pro-Western government of Lebanon.  Eleven ships and 3,600 
Marines are sent from Gibraltar to the eastern Mediterranean. 
US Vice-President Richard Nixon is driven from the US embassy to the airport in Caracas and flies 
away.  The route he travels is closed to all traffic and lined with troops. 
Quintet with Voice for baritone, clarinet, horn, cello, harp and piano by Stefan Wolpe (55) to words of 
his third wife, Hilda Morey, is performed for the first time. 
May 15, 1958  General Charles de Gaulle offers to resume power to calm the Algerian rebellion. 
US President Eisenhower greets Vice-President Nixon as he returns from a tumultuous tour of Latin 
America, at Washington National Airport. 
A 25-year retrospective of the work of John Cage (45) takes place in Town Hall, New York, organized 
by artists Robert Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns, accompanied by an exhibition of scores by Cage, 
along with a Rauschenberg show on another floor.  The Exhibition receives critical praise.  As part of 
the proceedings, Cage’s Concert for Piano and Orchestra is performed for the first time, conducted by 
the dancer, Merce Cunningham.  Some audience members shout insults during the performance and 
attempt to halt it.  At the end, voiced opinions are widely divergent, ranging from cheers and 
applause to laughter, boos and abuse.  Also premiered is the revised version of Cage’s Six Short 
Inventions for alto flute, clarinet, trumpet, violin, two violas and cello. 



May 16, 1958  Head of the Algiers Committee of Public Safety General Jacques Massu telegrams 
President Coty and demands that he accept Charles de Gaulle. 
The French National Assembly declares a state of emergency and votes special powers to Prime 
Minister Pflimlin to deal with the Algeria revolt and Gaullist unrest in France.  The Ministry of 
Defense cancels all leaves.  Public meetings and demonstrations are banned.  Partial press censorship 
begins. 
General Paul Ely, Chief of Staff of the French armed forces, resigns after two of his aides are sacked 
for anti-government activity. 
May 17, 1958  French troops in France are ordered to their barracks and ordered to remain on alert. 
Fighting resumes in Tripoli, Lebanon as rebels attack loyal troops. 
Konstantinos Georgiou Karamanlis replaces Konstantinos Georgiou Georgakopoulos as Prime 
Minister of Greece. 
Allelujah II for five orchestral groups by Luciano Berio (32), a reworking of Alleluja I, is performed for 
the first time, in a broadcast originating in Rome. 
May 18, 1958  Indonesian troops shoot down a plane carrying US pilot Alan Pope over Ambon while 
he is flying missions for anti-Sukarno rebels. 
Most of the national gendarmerie in France are mobilized. 
French troops attack out of their base at Remada, Tunisia and take two Tunisian positions. 
Cheltenham Concerto for small orchestra by George Rochberg (39) is performed for the first time, in 
Philadelphia. 
May 19, 1958  In a Paris news conference, General Charles de Gaulle repeats his offer to resume 
power to calm the Algerian rebellion.  During his talk, the General Confederation of Labor carries out 
a strike as a warning against a Gaullist coup.  The government places restrictions of travel by French 
citizens.  Minister of the Interior Jules Moch makes a nationwide address appealing to citizens to 
remain loyal to the republic. 
The President of the Juilliard School of Music, William Schuman (47), sends a telegram to its most 
famous former student, Van Cliburn, “The day your triumph was announced the atmosphere at 
Juilliard was unmistakably akin to that of a college campus following victory in the big game of the 
year.” 
May 20, 1958  The Indonesian government announces that it has captured the air base on Morotai 
Island and taken Gerontalo, a rebel stronghold on northern Sulawesi. 
For the first and only time, New York stages a ticker tape parade for a musician, as Van Cliburn rides 
from lower Broadway to City Hall.  100,000 people line the route and 1,200 march in the parade.  
Before 5,000 people at city hall, Mayor Wagner gives him the traditional gifts on such occasions, a 
scroll and medal. 
May 21, 1958  General Raoul Salan, commander of French forces in Algeria, declares for the 
conservative revolt, saying “We shall all march up the Champs-Elysées together and be covered with 
flowers.” 
May 22, 1958  In its first general election as a unified party, the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan 
wins 287 of 467 seats in the House of Representatives. 
French planes land at Gafsa, Tunisia and then go on to bomb Tunisian troops. 
The Argentine Congress grants amnesty and restores civil liberties to about 41,000 Perónistas.  They 
leave the question of return of exiles to the courts. 
May 23, 1959  A film of Modest Musorgsky’s (†78) opera Khovanshchina, with music reorchestrated by 
Dmitri Shostakovich (52), is shown for the first time, in Leningrad. 
Rioting flares up again in Ceylon between Sinhalese and Tamil citizens. 
A 71-person Committee of Public Safety is set up in Algeria and is recognized by General Raoul 
Salan, the commander of French forces in the country. 



May 24, 1958  The Algerian Committee of Public Safety forms a junta made up of General Jacques 
Massu, Mohammed Sidi Cara and the Gaullist leader Jacques Soustelle. 
Conservatives on Corsica form a Committee of Public Safety and, with the aid of French troops, seize 
important buildings in Ajaccio.  The French government declares the island in a “state of 
insurrection.” 
The government of Lebanon appeals to the United Nations to act to halt “the intervention of the 
United Arab Republic in the internal affairs of Lebanon.” 
May 25, 1958  Lebanese army troops retake Halba and Baalbek from rebels. 
National elections in Italy leave the state of the parties in the Chamber of Deputies virtually 
unchanged.  Christian Democrats are still the largest party and will form a coalition. 
Solo for Voice I by John Cage (45) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
May 26, 1958  George Flint of Canada, chairman of the Israeli-Jordanian Mixed Armistice 
Commission, is killed when he tries to reach an Israeli policeman wounded by Jordanian gunners on 
Mt. Scopus.  Four Israeli policemen are killed when the Jordanians open fire.  Two are wounded. 
Some units of the French navy put in to Algerian ports to support the insurrection. 
Charles de Gaulle confers secretly with Prime Minister Pflimlin and Defense Minister Pierre de 
Chévigné. 
May 27, 1958  The government of Indonesia announces that it shot down a US-built B-26 bomber 
piloted by Allan Lawrence Pope of Miami.  Pope told them that he has been flying for the rebels since 
April 21 at $10,000 per month. 
Governor General Oliver Goonetilleke declares a state of emergency in Ceylon following renewed 
ethnic violence.  Twenty people have been killed.  An nighttime curfew is imposed throughout the 
country. 
Charles de Gaulle announces that events have been set in motion to create a government of national 
defense. 
The first parliament of the Arab Federal State opens in Amman. 
For the fourth time in five tries, a Vanguard satellite launched from the United States fails to achieve 
orbit. 
May 28, 1958  Schools are closed and censorship imposed because of ethnic violence in Ceylon. 
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union amends its declaration of 
February 10, 1948 with a decree entitled “On the Correction of Errors in the Evaluation of The Great 
Friendship, Bogdan Khmelnitsky and From All My Heart”.  It lifts criticism of Sergei Prokofiev (†5), Aram 
Khatchaturian (54), Dmitri Shostakovich (51) and others. 
Prime Minister Pierre Pflimlin of France resigns.  He remains as a caretaker.  President René Coty 
asks the speakers of the National Assembly and Council of the Republic to communicate with 
Charles de Gaulle “on the conditions under which the government of the Republic might be 
constituted.”  About 125,000 mostly leftists, led by former prime ministers and cabinet members, 
march in Paris against a takeover by General de Gaulle. 
18 tanks arrive in Beirut from the US for use by the Lebanese army. 
The Tunisian government orders a strengthening of the rings around French forces in that country. 
The last National Guardsmen leave Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Vertigo, a film produced and directed by Alfred Hitchcock, is released in the US. 
May 29, 1958  President René Coty of France tells the National Assembly that he will resign and leave 
the country to civil war unless they approve Charles de Gaulle as Prime Minister.  After speaking 
with President Coty, de Gaulle agrees to take power if 1.  emergency powers are granted to the 
government to deal with the situation, 2.  the government be given a mandate to submit 
constitutional changes to a referendum, 3.  these changes deal with the separation of powers and the 
relationship between France and the colonies. 



Fighting resumes in Remada, Tunisia as the French attack out of their base again to push back the 
Tunisians surrounding them. 
May 30, 1958  Supporters and opponents of Charles de Gaulle battle in the Champs Elysées district of 
Paris. 
A federal judge in Buenos Aires rules that former President Juan Perón is not eligible for amnesty 
under a new law because he is guilty of treason.  The judge did grant amnesty to former Vice-
President Alberto Teisaire and cleared other Perónist leaders of treason charges. 
Violin Concerto “no.1” by Béla Bartók (†12) is performed for the first time, in Basel, 50 years after it 
was composed. 
May 31, 1958  Fighting between Lebanese troops and rebels resumes in Tripoli. 
June 1, 1958  In an attempt to stem the tide of rightist insurrection and afraid of an imminent 
parachute attack on Paris from Corsica, the French National Assembly votes 329-224 to make Charles 
de Gaulle prime minister, replacing Pierre Pflimlin.  Anti-de Gaulle riots break out in working class 
areas of Paris.  Smaller demonstrations happen in other French cities.  The new cabinet includes three 
former prime ministers, representatives of seven political parties and five technocrats.  No one from 
the Algeria insurrection is named. 
Lebanon brings charges against the United Arab Republic in the Arab League, claiming it is behind 
the recent violence there. 
National elections in Belgium result in a gain for the Christian Peoples Party over the ruling 
Socialists. 
General elections in Sweden return the Social Democratic Party of Prime Minister Tage Erlander to 
power. 
Fantasy in two movements for violin by Ross Lee Finney (51) is performed for the first time, in 
Brussels. 
June 2, 1958  The French National Assembly votes Charles de Gaulle decree powers for six months 
and the power to draft a new constitution.  Powers extend only to taxation and economic matters, 
military reorganization and north African affairs. 
June 3, 1958  Indonesian federal troops capture Jailolo on Halmahera Island, the last rebel holding 
outside of Sulawesi. 
The French National Assembly grants Charles de Gaulle the power to revise the constitution and 
present changes to a referendum. 
Nikita Khruschev calls the leaders of Yugoslavia “revisionists” and states that the 1948 denunciation 
of the Yugoslav leadership was “basically correct.” 
Stradivario, a ballet by Gian Francesco Malipiero (76) to his own story, is staged for the first time, in a 
Dortmund.  See June 20, 1949. 
June 4, 1958  Charles de Gaulle flies to Algeria where he is enthusiastically received.  He is able to 
wrest control of the situation from the rightists while still maintaining their support.  He calls for 
reconciliation with Moslem rebels. 
June 5, 1958  The ruling committee of the Algerian National Liberation Front in Cairo rejects the call 
by Prime Minister de Gaulle for an end to the rebellion. 
Incidental music to Meredith’s play Ulysses in Nighttown for electronic sound generators by Otto 
Luening (57) and Vladimir Ussachevsky (46), is performed for the first time, in the Rooftop Theater, 
New York. 
June 6, 1958  While still in Algeria, Prime Minister de Gaulle orders the Committee of Public Safety to 
remove itself from politics and confirms the rule of General Salan in the country. 
Lebanese rebels, reportedly led by Syrians, launch an attack in the Tripoli area. 
June 7, 1958  Moslem rebels resume their attacks throughout Algeria. 
Attempts by Lebanese rebels to attack Beirut are pushed back by government troops. 



Nine US soldiers are captured when their helicopter lands near Zwickau, East Germany. 
Façade Suite for harmonica and orchestra by William Walton (56) is performed for the first time, in 
London. 
June 9, 1958  McCord’s Menagerie for male chorus by Irving Fine (43), to words of McCord, is 
performed for the first time (officially), in Sanders Theater of Harvard University. 
June 10, 1958  In a message to Prime Minister de Gaulle, supported by General Salan, the All-Algeria 
Committee demands that de Gaulle end the party system in France and form a “real government of 
public safety.” 
June 11, 1958  Prime Minister de Gaulle refuses to support the insurrectionists goal of postponing 
Algerian elections and he denounces their message of yesterday. 
The UN Security Council votes to send observers to Lebanon to watch for infiltration from the United 
Arab Republic. 
A second version of Musica su Due Dimensioni for flute and tape by Bruno Maderna (38) is performed 
for the first time, in Naples. 
June 12, 1958  3,000 more British troops are sent to Cyprus after continued fighting between Greeks 
and Turks. 
Hay que bañar al nene, a film with music by Alberto Ginastera (42), is released in Argentina. 
June 13, 1958  Prime Minister Charles de Gaulle makes his first nationwide radio/tv address and 
announces that the system of the Fourth Republic is ended.  He tells the country he plans to 
reorganize the federal and colonial system, pacify Algeria and reestablish good relations with former 
colonies.  Algerian coup leaders respond by pledging support to de Gaulle. 
The Yugoslav government confirms that it has arrested about 100 pro-Moscow leaders. 
June 14, 1958  Lebanese rebels advance on Beirut and heavy fighting ensues over the next three days. 
June 15, 1958  Greece cuts all links to Turkey under NATO command.  All Greek military personnel 
are removed from NATO headquarters in Izmir.  The action follows fighting between Greeks and 
Turks on Cyprus. 
Symphony no.2 by Florent Schmitt (87) is performed for the first time, in Strasbourg. 
June 16, 1958  Indonesian federal troops land on Sulawesi at Kema and drive west towards the rebel 
capital of Menado.  They meet fierce resistance. 
Imre Nagy and three other leaders of the 1956 Hungarian uprising are executed. 
In a 5-4 decision, the United States Supreme Court holds that the State Department may not deny 
passports to citizens simply because of their political beliefs.  Dozens of passports will be issued, 
including one to Paul Robeson. 
June 17, 1958  Fighting subsides in Beirut but increases in Tripoli.  The Lebanese cabinet authorizes 
President Chamoun to request intervention by foreign troops to put down the uprising. 
The Hungarian government announces the execution of former Prime Minister Imre Nagy, Major 
General Pal Maleter and journalists Miklos Gimes and Jozsef Szilagyi.  Other leaders of the 1956 
revolt received prison sentences ranging from five years to life. 
France and Tunisia agree that all French troops in the Tunisia will be withdrawn to the French base at 
Bizerte. 
Songs from the Chinese op.58, a cycle for voice and guitar by Benjamin Britten (44) to various Chinese 
poets translated by Waley, is performed for the first time, at Great Glenham House, Aldeburgh. 
June 18, 1958  Speaking to crowds in Algiers, General Salan calls on French occupation of Tunisia and 
the assumption of power by General Massu. 
Marc Blitzstein (53) appears for a second time to be questioned by the House Unamerican Activities 
Committee in New York.  He is once again among many other well-known members of the 
entertainment industry.  Although he appears today and tomorrow, he is not called again to testify. 



Benjamin Britten’s (44) children’s opera Noye’s Fludde op.59, to an anonymous text, is performed for 
the first time, in Orford Church. 
June 20, 1958  Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play A Midsummer Night’s Dream by Marc Blitzstein 
(53) is performed for the first time, in Stratford, Connecticut.  It is a great success. 
June 21, 1958  UN observers attempting to patrol the border in the Bekaa Valley are fired upon by 
Lebanese rebels and forced to withdraw. 
June 22, 1958  The Abbot of Drimock, a chamber opera by Thea Musgrave (30) to words of Lindsay after 
Wilson, is performed for the first time, in Park Lane House, London. 
June 24, 1958  Impromptu for orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (40) is performed for the first 
time, in Cologne, directed by the composer. 
The Goddess, a film with music by Virgil Thomson (61), is shown for the first time, in New York. 
June 25, 1958  Algerian rebels establish a government in exile, opposed to the French administration. 
Francis Poulenc (59) is awarded an honorary doctorate by Oxford University. 
June 26, 1958  The sixth attempt by the United States to put a Vanguard satellite in orbit fails.  Only 
one of the six has succeeded. 
Cuban rebels attack Moa and kidnap 12 US civilian engineers. 
June 26, 1958  Indonesian federal troops occupy the last rebel stronghold, Menado on Sulawesi. 
Gaston Eyskens of the Christian Peoples Party replaces Socialist Achille van Acker as Prime Minister 
of Belgium. 
Prairie Overture for band by Robert Ward (40) is performed for the first time, in Prospect Park, 
Brooklyn. 
June 27, 1958  Soviet fighters force down a US transport plane near Yerivan.  The plane entered Soviet 
territory on a flight from Ankara to Teheran.  All nine crewmen survive. 
June 28, 1958  Lebanese rebels begin a major offensive against Beirut and Tripoli. 
Cuban rebels kidnap 29 US military personnel in a bus returning to Guantanamo. 
June 29, 1958  Brazil defeats Sweden 5-2 in Stockholm to win the sixth FIFA World Cup™. 
July 1, 1958  After three days of fighting, Lebanese army units defeat and push back rebels attacking 
Beirut and Tripoli. 
Nuclear scientists from eight nations on both sides of the iron curtain meet in Geneva for a 
“conference of experts to study the possibility of detecting violations of a possible agreement on 
suspension of nuclear weapons tests.” 
Prime Minister de Gaulle visits Constantine and other Moslem areas of Algeria in an attempt to gain 
Moslem support for his plans. 
Amintore Fanfani replaces Adone Zoli as prime minister of Italy. 
July 3, 1958  Lebanese government troops make headway against Druse threatening Beirut airport. 
Martin Sommer is sentenced to life in prison by a court in Bayreuth for the murder by lethal injection 
of 25 inmates at Buchenwald. 
July 4, 1958  Nikita Khrushchev tells workers in a Leningrad factory that the government will step up 
its campaign against public drunkenness and alcoholism.  One worker shouts that vodka should be 
cheaper. 
July 6, 1958  Four Songs from the British Isles for chorus by Michael Tippett (53) are performed for the 
first time, in Abbaye de Royaumont, Seine-et-Oise, France. 
Concertante II for violin, piano and strings by Charles Wuorinen (20) is performed for the first time, in 
Middlebury, Vermont. 
July 7, 1958  The five US airmen captured June 27 are released by the Soviet Union at Astara, Iran on 
the Soviet border, after the US expresses “regret” for the incident. 
US President Eisenhower signs a bill which will make Alaska a state. 



July 8, 1958  After two days of voting for the Finnish Parliament, the Communists win the most seats.  
But they will not be included in the new government. 
July 10, 1958  Fighting between Greek and Turkish Cypriots begins again. 
July 11, 1958  China begins to withdraw a further six divisions (c.100,000 men) from Korea.  The 
move will be completed on August 14. 
July 14, 1958  A group of pro-Nasser army officers led by Abdul Karim el-Kassem kill King Feisal of 
Iraq, his uncle, crown prince Abdul Illah and prime minister Nuri as-Said.  The Arab Union with 
Jordan is dissolved and the Republic of Iraq is instituted.  Rioters destroy the British embassy in 
Baghdad.  One Briton is killed.  Martial law is declared throughout the country. 
Woodwind Quintet by David Diamond (43) is performed for the first time, at Tanglewood, Lenox, 
Massachusetts. 
July 15, 1958  About 3,500 US Marines land in Lebanon south of Beirut at the request of President 
Camille Chamoun.  They are there to stabilize the pro-western government in the face of rebel attacks 
and the coup in Iraq. 
July 16, 1958  Woodwind Quintet by Leslie Bassett (35) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
July 17, 1958  Fearful of the destabalization of his government, at the request of King Hussein, 2,000 
British paratroopers land at Amman airport.  They will stay until the end of October. 
July 18, 1958  French Minister of Information Jacques Soustelle, a leading figure of the Algerian coup, 
is given direct control over all television and radio and press services in the country.  He announces 
the formation of the conservative Union for French Renewal to work for the “moral reconstruction” 
of France headed by Prime Minister de Gaulle. 
Cuban rebels free all remaining US and Canadian hostages. 
Music for Cello and Piano by Earle Brown (30) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
July 19, 1958  500 Royal Marines land in Libya to support its pro-western government.  
Simultaneously, the British government reinforces its colonial troops in Aden and Kuwait. 
East German authorities free nine US soldiers captured when their helicopter landed in East 
Germany on June 7.  The US pays $1,748 for their support during custody. 
July 20, 1958  Achorripsis for 21 instruments by Iannis Xenakis (36) is performed for the first time, in 
Teatro Colón, Buenos Aires. 
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play The Winter’s Tale by Marc Blitzstein (53) is performed for the 
first time, in Stratford, Connecticut. 
July 21, 1958  After ten days of fighting, Indonesian government troops capture Tondano on northern 
Sulawesi. 
British authorities on Cyprus begin a two-day roundup of terrorism suspects which nets 1,450 Greeks 
and 44 Turks. 
July 22, 1958  By today, the US has landed 10,200 men in Lebanon. 
British authorities on Cyprus suspend all overseas communications and most internal 
communications for 48 hours.  They rearrest those recently released under an amnesty program, and 
allow for the detention of suspects without trial. 
July 25, 1958  Lebanon requests armed intervention from the UN to seal its borders and thus stop the 
flow of arms to rebels. 
Tableau Noir for narrator and chamber orchestra by Toru Takemitsu (27) to words of Akiyama is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of NHK radio. 
Crown of the Year, a cantata for female chorus and small ensemble by Michael Tippett (53), to words of 
Fry, is performed for the first time, at Badminton School, Bristol, the composer conducting. 
July 26, 1958  Nine-year-old Prince Charles is named Prince of Wales by his mother, Queen Elizabeth. 



July 28, 1958  Incidental music to Duncan’s play Some New Moon by Peter Sculthorpe (29) is 
performed for the first time, in Hobart, Tasmania. 
Canto di speranza, a cantata for cello and chamber orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (40) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Südwestfunk, Baden-Baden.  See December 15, 1953 
and September 12, 1958. 
July 29, 1958  A draft constitution for the Fifth Republic of France is presented to a consultative 
committee by Prime Minister Charles de Gaulle. 
US President Eisenhower signs an act creating the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 
Five Pieces for string quartet by Leslie Bassett (35) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
July 31, 1958  The Lebanese Parliament successfully elects a new president, Fuad Chehab. 
August 2, 1958  King Hussein of Jordan formally ends the union of his country with Iraq. 
August 3, 1958  The USS Nautilus, the first nuclear powered submarine, passes the North Pole under 
the ice pack.  It is the first ship to do so. 
Symphony no.4 by Robert Ward (40) is performed for the first time, in La Jolla High School, California. 
August 4, 1958  Greek Cypriot underground leader George Grivas declares a unilateral truce in battle 
with British and Turkish Cypriots. 
The 1956 conviction of six Communist Party leaders for advocating the overthrow of the government, 
is unanimously overturned by a US Court of Appeals in New York.  The court dismisses the 
indictment against them. 
Southern School News reports in Nashville that since the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision, 
eleven southern states have enacted 196 designed to continue racial segregation in schools. 
August 5, 1958  Peter Sculthorpe (29) sails from Melbourne aboard the Italian ship Neptunia, making 
for Europe.  It will take him a month to get there. 
Underground Turkish Cypriots agree to the truce declared yesterday. 
The USS Nautilus surfaces between Svalbard and Greenland after making the first transit of the North 
Pole underwater, from Point Barrow, Alaska. 
August 6, 1958  Col. Marcel Bigeard, the only French paratroops commander to criticize the 
conservative revolt in Algeria, is relieved of his command and returned to France. 
August 7, 1958  The contempt of Congress conviction of playwright Arthur Miller is reversed by a 
unanimous decision of a nine-judge appeals panel in Washington. 
August 8, 1958  Owing to the cancellation by Pierre Boulez (33) and the refusal of Karlheinz 
Stockhausen (29) to help out, John Cage (45) is asked to lecture at Darmstadt. 
August 9, 1958  Américo de Deus Rodrigues Tomás replaces Francisco Higino Craveiro Lopes as 
President of Portugal. 
Three Pieces for string quartet by Charles Wuorinen (20) is performed for the first time, in Bennington, 
Vermont. 
August 10, 1958  The UN Scientific Commission on the Effects of Atomic Radiation unanimously 
concludes that nuclear test fallout is an immediate danger to health. 
August 12, 1958  Removal of 1,700 US troops begins in Lebanon. 
Fidel Castro is quoted as claiming the liberation of the Sierra Mastre area of Oriente Province. 
August 14, 1958  A western embargo on trade with communist countries is greatly reduced.  The 
United States goes along except that it maintains full embargos on China, North Korea and North 
Vietnam. 
August 15, 1958  John Cage (45) accepts the invitation to lecture at Darmstadt. 
August 17, 1958  Florent Schmitt dies of cancer in the American hospital at Neuilly-sur-Seine, Paris, 
aged 87 years, ten months and 20 days. 



Ixion for three flutes, clarinet, horn, trumpet, trombone, piano, 3-7 cellos and 2-4 double basses by 
Morton Feldman (32) is performed for the first time, at Connecticut College, New London. 
August 18, 1958  All private medical practice is banned in Czechoslovakia effective January 1. 
Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov is published in the United States. 
August 19, 1958  Scientists from both sides of the Iron Curtain meeting in Geneva announce an 
agreement on a detection system which could be used to monitor an atomic test ban treaty. 
Young black people sit down at “whites only” lunch counters and soda fountains in Oklahoma City 
and vow not to leave until they are served. 
August 20, 1958  The French cabinet approves the proposed constitution for the Fifth Republic.  
Prime Minister de Gaulle leaves on a tour of the colonies to sell the document. 
Maria Golovin, an opera by Gian-Carlo Menotti (47) to his own words, is performed for the first time, 
in the United States Pavilion at the Brussels World’s Fair. 
August 21, 1958  Le Son Calligraphie I for four violins, two violas and two cellos by Toru Takemitsu 
(27) is performed for the first time in Karuizawa. 
August 22, 1958  An agreement is signed in Zurich by representatives of France and the United Arab 
Republic.  It ends the belligerency between the two countries in place since 1956 and provides for 
normal relations.  France agrees to pay $57,400,000 compensation and the UAR gives up its holding 
of French property in Egypt. 
The rector of the Friedrich Schiller University in Jena, East Germany, Josef Haemel, flees to West 
Berlin with his family. 
August 23, 1958  China begins six days of almost daily bombardment of Quemoy I. and Little 
Quemoy I. 
August 24, 1958  Prime Minister Johannes Gerhardus Strijdom of South Africa dies in Capetown of 
heart disease.  Charles Robberts Swart (who has been acting Prime Minister during Strijdom’s illness) 
is officially named to the post. 
Rioting takes place between English residents and recently arrived West Indian immigrants in 
Notting Hill, London. 
Two rural schools in Deep Creek, North Carolina are destroyed by fire.  They were scheduled for 
racial desegregation in the Autumn. 
August 25, 1958  Algerian Moslem rebels strike in seven places in France, killing seven people and 
injuring at least 21 others. 
August 26, 1958  Ralph Vaughan Williams dies at his home in London, aged 85 years, ten months and 
14 days. 
Statehood for Alaska is approved by the territory’s voters by a 5-1 margin. 
August 27, 1958  The US announces it is moving naval forces from the Mediterranean to the Taiwan 
Strait in response to the threat to Quemoy. 
A state of siege, in place for nine years, is lifted in Colombia.  Constitutional rights are resumed in 
eleven of 16 provinces. 
US naval vessels secretly explode a nuclear device above the south Atlantic Ocean. 
August 29, 1958  Peking Radio announces that “a landing on Quemoy is imminent.”  Chinese 
batteries shell the Tan Islands to the west of Quemoy. 
The Soviet news agency TASS reports that the USSR sent two dogs to an altitude of 450 km and 
returned them safely to Earth. 
Karl August Fagerholm replaces Reino Iisakki Kuuskoski as prime minister of Finland. 
Ten former SS officers are sentenced in Ulm to from three to 15 years in prison for the 1941 murders 
of 5,202 Lithuanian Jews. 
Ernest Bloch (78) undergoes cancer surgery at Good Samaritan Hospital, Portland, Oregon. 



August 30, 1958 US naval vessels secretly explode a second nuclear device above the south Atlantic 
Ocean. 
September 1, 1958  The United States Seventh Fleet in the Taiwan Straits is reinforced by seven ships 
including two carriers and a missle cruiser. 
September 2, 1958  Governor J. Lindsay Almond of Virginia threatens to close any school which is 
forced to integrate. 
September 3, 1958  Hendrik Frensch Verwoerd replaces Charles Robberts Swart as prime minister of 
South Africa. 
Connected to his lectures at Darmstadt, John Cage (45) and David Tudor perform the European 
premieres of several works by Cage, Morton Feldman (32), Earle Brown (31) and the world premiere 
of Duo for Pianists II by Christian Wolff (24).  The audience is in an uproar. 
Sexteto de cuerdas by Mauricio Kagel (26) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
September 4, 1958  China extends its territorial waters to twelve nautical miles, simultaneously 
claiming Quemoy and Matsu. 
A four-month general strike in Lebanon is ended. 
French Prime Minister Charles de Gaulle makes public the proposed constitution for the Fifth 
Republic.  It will be voted on September 28. 
US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles announces that his country will intervene militarily if a 
Chinese attack on Quemoy or any other offshore island threatens Taiwan. 
The execution of Jimmy Wilson by the State of Alabama is stayed indefinitely by the state Supreme 
Court.  Wilson was convicted of stealing $1.95 in 1957 and was given the mandatory sentence of 
death.  The State Department reveals that US embassies have been inundated with letters protesting 
the sentence. 
In its first action under the 1957 Civil Rights Act, the US Justice Department sues in federal court in 
Columbus, Georgia to force Terrell County, Georgia to allow blacks to register and vote. 
September 5, 1958  Rebel and loyalist radio stations in Beirut cease broadcasting. 
An English translation of Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak is published in the United States. 
September 6, 1958  US naval vessels secretly explode a third nuclear device above the south Atlantic 
Ocean. 
John Cage (46) gives the first of three lectures at Darmstadt.  This one is called “Changes.” 
Incidental music to Giraudoux’s play The Madwoman of Chaillot by Witold Lutoslawski (45) is 
performed for the first time, in Teatr Polski, Warsaw. 
September 7, 1958  Over a month after leaving Melbourne, Peter Sculthorpe (29) arrives in London. 
Hexahedron for chamber ensemble by Ernst Krenek (58) is performed for the first time, in the 
Darmstadt Landestheater.  Also premiered is Cori di Didone for chorus and percussion by Luigi Nono 
(34) to words of Ungaretti, conducted by Bruno Maderna (38).   
September 8, 1958  A federal judge in New Orleans orders Louisiana State University to cease racial 
discrimination. 
Aku-Aku by Thor Heyerdahl is published in the United States. 
John Cage (46) gives the second of three lectures at Darmstadt.  This one is called “Indeterminacy.” 
September 9, 1958  John Cage (46) gives the third of three lectures at Darmstadt.  This one is called 
“Communication.”  Unlike his first two lectures, Communication appears to attack the Darmstadt 
school, Pierre Boulez (33) and serial composition in general, especially since the German translation 
of his remarks make it seem much more direct and personal. 
A revised version of Le soleil des eaux for soprano, tenor, bass chorus and orchestra by Pierre Boulez 
(33) to words of Char, is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
September 10, 1958  US authorities arrest 31 Cuban rebels when their boat runs aground at Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida. 



September 11, 1958  India and Pakistan announce that their prime ministers have worked out almost 
all border disputes between the two countries.  Those remaining will be given further study. 
September 12, 1958  The US Supreme Court orders that desegregation continue at Central High 
School in Little Rock.  Governor Orval Faubus responds by closing all four of Little Rock’s high 
schools.  He announces a referendum in Little Rock on school integration to be held on September 27.    
He signs 15 new laws strengthening his powers to prevent integration. 
Governor J. Lindsay Almond of Virginia orders the Warren County High School in Front Royal 
closed to prevent the carrying out of a desegregation order. 
Pursuant to the court order of September 8, 69 African-Americans enroll in Louisiana State University 
without incident. 
Jack Kilby demonstrates his new invention, the integrated circuit, to his employers at Texas 
Instruments in Dallas.  It works. 
Fünf Sätze for orchestra by Peter Westergaard (27) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
Canto di speranza, a cantata for cello and chamber orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (40) is 
performed before a live audience for the first time, in Darmstadt.  See July 28, 1958. 
September 13, 1958  Olivier Messiaen (49) lectures at the Philips Pavilion in Brussels. 
String Quartet no.16 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (71) is performed for the first time, in Rio de Janeiro. 
September 15, 1958  Nine white men are sentenced to four years in prison each for attacks on blacks 
in Notting Hill, London on August 24. 
Three Algerians fire on French Information Minister Jacqus Soustelle near the Arc de Triomphe, 
Paris.  They narrowly miss.  All three will be arrested. 
September 17, 1958  Orphée, a ballet version of Orphée53 by Pierre Henry (30) to a choreography by 
Béjart, is performed for the first time, at the Opéra de Liège. 
September 18, 1958  Opposing Chinese air and naval forces engage in the Taiwan Straits with 
conflicting claims of casualties. 
Governor J. Lindsay Almond of Virginia orders the closing of a white elementary school and a white 
high school in Charlottesville to prevent them being racially integrated. 
The film of Tennessee Williams’ play Cat on a Hot Tin Roof is released in the United States. 
September 19, 1958  A provisional government for the Algerian Republic is formed in Cairo led by 
Ferhat Abbas. 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev sends a note to US President Eisenhower warning that US naval 
forces must be withdrawn from the Taiwan Strait and US troops must leave Taiwan.  If they do not, 
China will have no choice but to respond militarily. 
Today marks the first meeting in a cultural exchange between composers in the United States and the 
USSR.  The meeting takes place in the Hall of Composers at the Moscow Composers’ Union.  
American visitors include Roger Sessions (61), Roy Harris (60), Ulysses Kay (41) and Peter Mennin 
(35). 
The ashes of the earthly remains of Ralph Vaughan Williams are interred in the north choir aisle of 
Westminster Abbey near the remains of Henry Purcell (†262) and Charles Villiers Stanford (†32), 
before a large assembly. 
Concert for Piano and Orchestra by John Cage (46) is performed twice in Cologne, once in a closed hall 
for recording and once before a live audience.  Both readings are disrupted by the unprofessional 
behavior of the orchestral musicians, in the second instance urged on by the audience.  Afterwards, 
the composer responds to these events by getting drunk. 
September 20, 1958  4 a.m.  Harry Partch (57) arrives by bus in New York, without any prospects or 
shelter.  After walking the streets looking for a cheap room, he phones acquaintances who agree to 
put him up. 



Martin Luther King is stabbed by a demented black woman as he autographs copies of his book Stride 
Toward Freedom in Harlem.  He will recover. 
September 21, 1958  Taiwanese naval forces sink one Chinese gunboat off Matsu. 
In an unusually strong diplomatic gesture, the US chargé d’affaires in Moscow returns the 
Khrushchev note of September 19 to the Kremlin. 
A 24-hour curfew goes into effect in Beirut to curtail factional fighting. 
September 23, 1958  Fuad Chehab replaces Camille Chamoun as President of Lebanon. 
Threni for soprano, alto, two tenors, two basses, chorus and orchestra, a cantata by Igor Stravinsky 
(76) to words from the Bible, is performed for the first time, at the Sala dell’Albergo of the Scuola 
Grande di San Rocco, Venice, conducted by the composer.  It is the first music of Stravinsky based 
entirely on a twelve-tone row.  The audience is polite. 
Octet for winds and strings by Paul Hindemith (62) is performed for the first time, in Berlin, the 
composer performing one of the viola parts.  Also premiered is Hindemith’s Suite französischer Tänze 
for orchestra. 
September 24, 1958  President Fuad Chehab of Lebanon appoints a new cabinet headed by Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami.  Fighting between rival factions kills 30 people.   
September 26, 1958  Reports reach Vienna of the arrest of four Jewish leaders in Czechoslovakia 
charged with Zionism. 
For the seventh time, a Vanguard rocket is launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida.  For the sixth 
time, it fails to achieve orbit. 
September 27, 1958  The first nuclear reactor in China goes into operation in Peking. 
Governor J. Lindsay Almond of Virginia closes six white high schools and junior high schools in 
Norfolk to avoid racial integration. 
September 28, 1958  80% of the French electorate approve the constitution of the Fifth Republic and 
the return to power of Charles de Gaulle.  Algeria and all French colonies approve the constitution, 
except Guinea where it is rejected by a wide margin. 
September 29, 1958  The French government announces its intention to grant independence to 
Guinea as it promised to do for any colony rejecting the constitution. 
The US Supreme Court issues a 5,000 word ruling, signed by all nine members, that states may not 
employ “evasive schemes” to avoid racial desegregation. 
A plan to close Little Rock schools and open them as private institutions is forbidden by a federal 
appeals court in Omaha. 
September 30, 1958  The USSR resumes atomic weapons testing suspended March 31. 
October 1, 1958  Great Britain transfers sovereignty of Christmas Island to Australia. 
October 2, 1958  The Republic of Guinea is declared independent of France under President Ahmed 
Sékou Touré. 
Leonard Bernstein (40) gives his first performance as Music Director of the New York Philharmonic. 
October 3, 1958  Speaking in Constantine, Prime Minister Charles de Gaulle lays out a five-year plan 
for Algeria which leaves it associated with France but distinct from it. 
Epitafium op.12 for chorus and ensemble by Henryk Górecki (24) to words of Tuwim is performed for 
the first time, in Warsaw. 
Fiesta, an opera by Darius Milhaud (66) to words of Vian, is performed for the first time, at the Berlin 
Staatsoper. 
October 4, 1958  The first transatlantic airline passenger service begins.  BOAC flies two jets between 
London and New York in opposite directions. 
October 5, 1958  With the publication of the new constitution, the Fifth French Republic formally 
comes into existence. 



Three bombs destroy an integrated high school in Clinton, Tennessee.  No one is injured in the early 
morning blasts. 
Lamentatio Jeremiae prophetae for chorus by Ernst Krenek (58) is performed completely for the first 
time, in St. Martin Kirche, Kassel.  See April 4, 1943. 
Two Last Poems for flute and orchestra by Ernest Bloch (78) is performed for the first time, in Naples. 
On the tenth anniversary of his first Concert de bruit, Pierre Schaeffer’s (48) Etude aux allures and 
Etude aux sons animés for tape are performed for the first time, at the Brussels International 
Exposition.  Also premiered is Diamorphoses for two-track tape by Iannis Xenakis (36). 
October 6, 1958  China suspends its bombardment and blockade of Nationalist-held islands for seven 
days calling for peace talks.  The Nationalist government rejects the offer. 
October 7, 1958  President Iskander Mirza of Pakistan declares martial law throughout the country.  
He sacks the government of Malik Firoz Khan Noon, dissolves Parliament, all provincial parliaments 
and political parites.  Mirza appoints General Mohammed Ayub Khan as martial law administrator. 
The film of Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea is released in the United States. 
October 8, 1958  Prime Minister Hans Christian Hansen of Denmark undergoes an operation.  He is 
temporarily replaced by Viggo Kampmann. 
The US government announces its intention to withdraw from Lebanon by the end of the month. 
A federal judge in Harrisonburg, Virginia rules that public money may not be used to create 
“private” schools unless those schools are racially integrated. 
Ten Blake Songs for solo voice and oboe by Ralph Vaughan Williams (†0) are performed for the first 
time, over the airwaves of the BBC.  The music was composed to accompany the film The Vision of 
William Blake, which is first shown publicly on October 10, 1958 in the Academy Cinema, London. 
Three Vocalises for soprano and clarinet by Ralph Vaughan Williams (†0) are performed for the first 
time, in Free Trade Hall, Manchester. 
October 9, 1958  Eugenio Maria Giuseppe Giovanni Pacelli, Pope Pius XII, dies at Castel Gandolfo 
after two strokes. 
Dmitri Shostakovich (52) is awarded the Sibelius Prize. 
Charles Spaens, the head of Philips Corporation in Belgium, writes to Stanislas Jasinski, President of 
the Belgian Society of Architects to tell him that the Philips Pavilion in Brussels will be destroyed.  
Jasinski has been trying to preserve Le Corbusier’s masterpiece. 
October 10, 1958  The French government announces that over 100 deputies in the new National 
Assembly will be assigned to areas outside of metropolitan France. 
The US government drops its case against five Missouri communists.  The five were convicted in 1954 
of advocating the overthrow of the government but those convictions were overturned. 
Mass in four parts op.138 for chorus and organ by Florent Schmitt (†0) is performed for the first time, 
in Eglise St-Pierre de Chaillot, Paris. 
October 11, 1958  The United States makes a second attempt to send a space probe towards the Moon. 
October 12, 1958  A military court in Jerusalem convicts eight border policemen of killing 43 Arab 
civilians near Kafr Kassim in 1956.  They are given sentences ranging from seven to 17 years in 
prison. 
The second attempt by US scientists to send a space probe towards the Moon fails as it falls back to 
Earth. 
A bomb blast causes serious damage to a Jewish temple in Atlanta. 
Ennanga for harp and orchestra by William Grant Still (63) is performed for the first time, in West 
Side Jewish Community Center, Los Angeles.  For this performance, a piano reduction is played by 
Verna Arvey Still. 
October 13, 1958  China extends its cease-fire of October 6. 
October 14, 1958  The French colony of Madagascar becomes autonomous as the Malagasy Republic. 



Pursuant to orders of Prime Minister de Gaulle, twelve French army officers, including Jacques 
Massu, resign from the Algerian Committee of Public Safety. 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami of Lebanon forms a compromise cabinet which calms most of the 
political violence. 
Two employees of RCA, Harry F. Olsen and Herbert Belar, receive a patent for an electronic music 
synthesizer.  See January 31, 1956. 
A bomb goes off at a Jewish temple in Peoria, Illinois causing minor damage. 
Music Walk for one or more pianists playing one piano, radio and/or recordings by John Cage (46) is 
performed for the first time, in Galerie 22, Brussels.  The performers are David Tudor, Cornelius 
Cardew (22) and the composer. 
October 15, 1958  Tunisia breaks diplomatic relations with the United Arab Republic charging 
meddling in internal Tunisian affairs. 
The high point of a cultural exchange between Soviet and American composers in Moscow takes 
place in a concert by the Moscow State Radio Orchestra in Tchaikovsky Hall.  Works performed 
include Peter Mennin’s (35) Symphony no.6, the Symphony no.5 by Roy Harris (60), Roger Sessions (61) 
Suite from The Black Maskers and Of New Horizons by Ulysses Kay (41). 
Das Vokaltuch der Kammersängerin Rosa Silber, a ballet by Hans Werner Henze (32), is staged for the 
first time, in Cologne.  See December 30, 1951. 
October 16, 1958  Nocturne op.60 for voice, seven obbligato instruments and strings by Benjamin 
Britten (44), to words of various authors, is performed for the first time, in Leeds Town Hall.  The 
work is dedicated to Alma Mahler. 
October 18, 1958  An Intrada for four violins by Leos Janácek (†30) is performed for the first time, in 
Brno. 
Twelve Madrigals for chorus by Paul Hindemith (62), to words of Weinheber, are performed for the 
first time, in Vienna, conducted by the composer. 
Duke Ellington (59) and his Orchestra play two concerts in Leeds.  Later, Ellington is presented to 
Queen Elizabeth II.  Ellington tells her that she makes him feel “tremendously inspired.” 
October 19, 1958  The Brussels World’s Fair officially closes.  An estimated 42,000,000 people have 
visited it. 
Poésie pour pouvoir for five-track tape and orchestra by Pierre Boulez (33) to words of Michaux, is 
performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen, conducted by Hans Rosbaud and the composer. 
Wondrous Love for organ by Samuel Barber (48) is performed for the first time, in Christ Episcopal 
Church, Grosse Pointe, Michigan. 
October 20, 1958  China resumes shelling offshore Nationalist-held islands, suspended October 6. 
Sarit Thanarat replaces Thanom Kittikachorn as Prime Minister of Thailand in a bloodless coup.  He 
declares martial law and suspends the constitution. 
British troops begin to withdraw from Jordan. 
13 Blacks are arrested in Birmingham, Alabama for sitting in the front of a public bus. 
October 21, 1958  The Algerian Committee of Public Safety is dissolved after military officers are 
withdrawn. 
Baroness Swanborough, the Dowager Marchioness of Reading and Mrs. Wooton Wright, Baroness 
Wooton of Abinger are introduced as the first women members of the British House of Lords. 
October 23, 1958  Boris Pasternak wins the Nobel Prize for literature. 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev announces that his country has agreed to lend the United Arab 
Republic 400,000,000 rubles for the construction of the Aswan High Dam. 
October 24, 1958  Two works for organ by Leos Janácek (†30) are performed for the first time, in 
Brno:  Overture and Lyre for Full Organ. 



Symphony of Chorales for orchestra by Lukas Foss (36) is performed for the first time, in Pittsburgh, the 
composer conducting. 
October 25, 1958  China announces that henceforth it will bombard Quemoy I. only on odd 
numbered days. 
China creates the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region. 
US troops complete their withdrawal from Lebanon. 
The British government announces that it will grant independence to Nigeria on October 1, 1960. 
A seriously revised version of Leos Janácek’s (†30) opera Fate:  Destiny, to words of Bartosova and the 
composer, is staged for the first time, at the National Theater, Brno.  See September 18, 1934. 
October 26, 1958  The People’s Republic of China completes the withdrawal of its troops from Korea. 
Signals from Sputnik I, launched on October 4, cease. 
The Romance of the Dandelions, a cantata for soprano and chorus by Bohuslav Martinu (67) to words of 
Bures, is performed for the first time, in Prague. 
October 27, 1958  Iskandar Ali Mirza resigns as President of Pakistan and hands over all power to 
General Mohammad Ayub Khan. 
Undine, a ballet by Hans Werner Henze (32) to a scenario by Ashton after de la Motte-Fouqué, is 
performed for the first time, at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.  The composer conducts in 
the presence of Queen Elizabeth.  See March 3, 1958 and January 10, 1959. 
October 28, 1958  The Soviet Writers Union expels Boris Pasternak. 
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli becomes Pope John XXIII. 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s by Truman Capote is published in the United States. 
October 29, 1958  Boris Leonidovich Pasternak, under intense pressure from the Soviet government, 
wires the Swedish Royal Academy his “voluntary refusal” of the Nobel Prize for Literature.  An anti-
Pasternak rally takes place in Moscow, attended by Nikita Khrushchev. 
British troops complete their withdrawal from Jordan. 
October 30, 1958  Mayor Norris Poulson of Los Angeles protests to the US Atomic Energy 
Commission about a planned atomic test in Nevada today.  He says the fallout measured in the city is 
1,200 micro-microcuries per c.c. of air, above the accepted level.  The AEC claims that there is no 
health risk to citizens. 
October 31, 1958  Representatives of the USSR, UK and US meet in Geneva for talks on discontinuing 
atomic weapons testing. 
Arabs begin two days of rioting in Aden against the British arrest of two journalists who charged the 
colonial administration with corruption. 
Trio Concertante for oboe, violin and piano by Charles Wuorinen (20) is performed for the first time, in 
Sloan Hall at the Emma Willard School, Troy, New York. 
November 2, 1958  China ends its shelling of offshore nationalist-held islands. 
Solitude Sonore for orchestra by Toru Takemitsu (28) is performed for the first time, in a radio 
broadcast from NHK Symphony Hall, Tokyo. 
Voluntaries for organ by Leslie Bassett (35) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
November 3, 1958  Soviet scientists observe a volcanic eruption on the moon. 
Bendita sabedoria for chorus by Heitor Villa-Lobos (71) to words of the Bible is performed for the first 
time, at the opening of the new UNESCO building in Paris.  
November 4, 1958  Congressional elections in the United States result in a gain of 16 seats in the 
Senate and 49 seats in the House of Representatives for the opposition Democratic Party, increasing 
their majorities. 
Emily Dickinson Songs op.77 by Vincent Persichetti (43) are performed for the first time, in Town Hall, 
New York. 



November 5, 1958  Huit poèmes de Jorge Guillen op.371 for chorus by Darius Milhaud (66) is performed 
for the first time, in Berlin. 
November 6, 1958  The British Lord Chamberlain, the Earl of Scarborough, ends the ban on plays 
which discuss homosexuality in British theaters. 
Metropolitan Opera General Manager Rudolf Bing drops Maria Callas from her contract when she 
refuses to sing two performances of La Traviata in between two performances of Macbeth. 
November 7, 1958  Bohuslav Martinu (67) undergoes an operation in Pratteln, Switzerland, which 
reveals the presence of incurable stomach cancer. 
November 8, 1958  The British head of anti-terrorism on Cyprus orders weapons distributed to all 
British citizens on the island following the murder of two British bank officials. 
The United States launches a third attempt to send a probe towards the Moon from Cape Canaveral.  
For a third time, it fails. 
Magnificat alleluia for solo voice and orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos (71) is performed for the first 
time, in the Teatro Municipal, Rio de Janeiro. 
November 9, 1958  A Vienna court acquits ex-SS officer Otto Skorzeny of murder and robbery in 
Czechoslovakia during World War II. 
The third of the Five Fantasies for organ by Ross Lee Finney (51) is performed for the first time, in Hill 
Auditorium of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
November 10, 1958  In a radio broadcast, King Hussein of Jordan claims that UAR fighters attacked 
his plane as it flew over Syrian airspace on his way to Switzerland.  The King’s British pilot manages 
to bring the plane back to Amman unharmed. 
Greek Cypriots are forbidden on British military installations after the bombing of a canteen at 
Nicosia airport.  A curfew is reimposed for all Cypriots under 26. 
43 opposition leaders in Ghana are arrested, charged with plotting to overthrow the government. 
A combined elementary and junior high school in Osage, West Virginia is destroyed by two bombs.  
No one is injured.  The school has been peacefully integrated already. 
A federal appeals court in St. Louis orders Little Rock officials to take steps to implement racial 
desegregation in the schools. 
Le Son Calligraphie II for four violins, two violas and two cellos by Toru Takemitsu (28) is performed 
for the first time, in Yamaha Hall, Tokyo. 
November 11, 1958  The City Council of Charleston, South Carolina votes to sell the city’s golf course 
rather than open it to all races. 
President Frondizi of Argentina calls a 30-day state of siege due to labor unrest. 
November 12, 1958  An arbitrator orders television producer Joseph Papp reinstated to his job at CBS.  
Papp was sacked last June 19 after he invoked the Fifth Amendment while testifying before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee. 
November 14, 1958  Mobs armed with clubs attack the offices of Vice-President Alejandro Gomez of 
Argentina, charging him with fomenting rebellion among the armed forces. 
Sechs Hölderlin-Fragmente op.61, a cycle for voice and piano by Benjamin Britten (44), is performed for 
the first time, over the airwaves of the BBC Third Programme by Peter Pears and the composer. 
November 17, 1958  The government of Sudan is overthrown by army commander General Ibrahim 
Abboud.  He suspends Parliament, the constitution and all political parties. 
Three Miniatures for clarinet and piano by Krzysztof Penderecki (24) is performed for the first time, in 
Kraków. 
November 18, 1958  Vice-President Alejandro Gomez of Argentina resigns after attempting to seize 
power from President Frondizi. 
November 19, 1958  The Sogetsu Arts Center opens in Tokyo.  It becomes a center for artistic 
development in the 1960s including film video, electronic music and theater. 



November 20, 1958  Construction begins at Latina, near Rome, on Italy’s first nuclear power plant. 
Music for the documentary Péron and Evita by Darius Milhaud (66) is performed for the first time, 
over the airwaves of CBS television, originating in New York. 
November 22, 1958  Emma Sandor Kodály dies after 49 years of marriage. 
Parliamentary elections in Australia result in an almost unchanged parliament, leaving the 
Liberal/Country coalition of Prime Minister Robert Menzies in power. 
November 23, 1958  Prophecy for unison chorus and piano by Peter Sculthorpe (29) to words of the 
Bible, is performed for the first time, in Birmingham, Great Britain. 
The UN Observation Group in Lebanon begins to withdraw after Lebanon withdraws complaints 
about infiltration from the United Arab Republic. 
The first round of voting takes place in France for the first National Assembly of the Fifth Republic.  
Conservatives and supporters of Charles de Gaulle do very well. 
November 24, 1958  The Territorial Assembly of French Sudan (Mali) in Bamako votes to accept the 
offer of autonomy with close association to France. 
British Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs Ian Harvey resigns after being arrested for committing a 
homosexual act in a London park. 
November 25, 1958 The Territorial Assembly of Senegal in St. Louis votes to accept the offer of 
autonomy with close association to France. 
November 26, 1958  Kammermusik for tenor and nine players by Hans Werner Henze (32) to words of 
Hölderlin, is performed for the first time, in Hamburg. 
November 27, 1958  Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev proposes that Berlin be made a “free city” 
independent of either east or west. 
Georgi Kulishev Gugov replaces Georgi Purvanov Damyanov as Chairman of the Presidium of the 
National Assembly of Bulgaria. 
Drei Dithyramben for chamber orchestra by Hans Werner Henze (32) is performed for the first time, in 
Cologne. 
Omnia tempus habent, a cantata for soprano and 17 instruments by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (40) to 
words of the Vulgate Bible, is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of West deutsche 
Rundfunk originating in Cologne. 
Concerto for viola and orchestra no.2 op.340 by Darius Milhaud (66) is performed for the first time, 
over the airwaves of Westdeutscher Rundfunk originating in Cologne. 
November 28, 1958  The Territorial Assemblies of Chad, Gabon, Mauritania and Middle Congo vote 
to accept the offer of autonomy with close association to France.  Mauritania and Middle Congo 
rename themselves the Islamic Republic of Mauritania and the Republic of Congo. 
A federal court in New Orleans holds that a Louisiana law barring athletic contests between whites 
and blacks is unconstitutional. 
November 30, 1958  The second round of elections to the first National Assembly of the Fifth French 
Republic return a large majority for Gaullists and Conservatives.  Socialists and Communists are 
reduced to a total of 50 seats out of 546. 
Dimitur Ganev Vurbanov replaces Georgi Kulishev Gugov as Chairman of the Presidium of the 
National Assembly of Bulgaria. 
The Cuban government announces that six army officers are under arrest for refusing to take part in 
the war against the rebels. 
The television series Lincoln Presents Leonard Bernstein (40) and the New York Philharmonic begins with a 
performance of the Ninth Symphony of Beethoven (†187). 
Rote Rosen, a song for voice and piano by Richard Strauss (†9) to words of Stieler, is performed for the 
first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York, 75 years after it was composed. 



Adagio for flute and string trio by Gunther Schuller (33) is performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer 
Hall, New York. 
December 1, 1958  The Territorial Assembly of Ubangi-Shari votes to accept the offer of autonomy 
with close association to France, and renames itself the Central African Republic. 
Martial law and curfews are lifted in Jordan. 
Adolfo López Mateos replaces Adolfo Ruiz Cortines as president of Mexico. 
Arnold Schoenberg’s (†7) unfinished oratorio Jacob’s Ladder, to his own words, for solo voices, chorus 
and orchestra, is performed for the first time, in Hamburg. 
December 2, 1958  Three Piano Moods by William Schuman (48) is performed for the first time, in 
Athens. 
A Satz für Klavier by Anton Webern (†13) is performed for the first time, in Vienna, 52 years after it 
was composed. 
December 3, 1958  The Indonesian Parliament votes to nationalize $1,500,000,000 of Dutch assets 
seized over the last two years. 
When Syrian troops shoot and kill an Israeli shepherd across the border, small arms fire begins 
between the two sides.  Syria then sends hundreds of artillery shells into Hulata and seven other 
Israeli villages.  UN truce observers blame the Syrians for the fighting. 
Nocturne for chamber orchestra by Colin McPhee (58) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
December 4, 1958  The Territorial Assemblies of Dahomey and Côte d’Ivoire, meeting in Porto-Novo 
and Abidjan, vote to accept the offer of autonomy with close association to France. 
December 5, 1958  Samuel Barber (48) is elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 
New York. 
Quintet for strings by Leslie Bassett (35) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
December 6, 1958  The United States launches a fourth attempt to send a space probe towards the 
Moon.  For the fourth time, it fails. 
Walking Upright, a cycle for female voice and violin by Ralph Shapey (37) to words of his wife, Vera 
Klement is performed for the first time, at the Third Street Music School Settlement, New York. 
December 7, 1958  Voters in Basel approve the first referendum allowing women to vote in 
Switzerland. 
The Hungarian government announces coercive measures against farmers who refuse 
collectivization. 
Elections in West Berlin return a majority for the Social Democrats.  Communists win less than 2% of 
the vote. 
December 8, 1958  The US Civil Rights Commission opens its public investigation in Montgomery, 
Alabama.  Six county registrars refuse to provide their voter registration records.  Others refuse to be 
sworn to testify. 
December 9, 1958  Robert Welch founds the John Birch Society in Indianapolis for the purpose of 
rooting out communists in American society. 
December 10, 1958  Homage to Iran for violin and piano by Henry Cowell (61) is performed for the 
first time, in Lisner Auditorium, Washington. 
December 11, 1958  Prime Minister Sarit Thanarat of Thailand announces that opium smoking is 
outlawed as of next July.  900 licensed opium smoking houses will be closed. 
The Territorial Assembly of Haute-Volta (Burkina Faso) votes to accept the offer of autonomy with 
close association to France. 
Exaltation by Carl Ruggles (82) is performed for the first time, at Cornell University.  It is a wordless 
hymn in honor of his late wife. 
December 12, 1958  French Prime Minister Charles de Gaulle appoints a civil administrator in Algeria 
to replace the military regime in power since May. 



The Republic of Guinea is admitted to the United Nations. 
The Territorial Assembly of French Somaliland votes 27-4 to retain its status as a French Overseas 
Territory. 
The Cuban Congress continues the state of emergency for 45 days and grants President Fulgencio 
Batista power to rule by decree. 
December 13, 1958  Izaht, an opera by Heitor Villa-Lobos (71) to words of Azevedo, Júnior and the 
composer (under the pseudonym Villalba Filho) is performed completely for the first time, at the 
Teatro Municipal, Rio de Janeiro, 44 years after it was composed.  See August 15, 1918 and November 
16, 1921. 
December 14, 1958  Great Britain, France and the United States formally reject a Soviet demand for 
the ending of the four-power occupation of Berlin. 
December 15, 1958  As US Assistant Secretary of State William Rountree arrives for a meeting in 
Baghdad with leaders of the July coup he is met with a shower of rocks and produce from an angry 
Iraqi mob.  No one is injured. 
December 16, 1958  The territorial assemblies of French Polynesia and St. Pierre and Miquelon vote to 
retain their status as French Overseas Territories. 
A Song for Christmas for voice and piano by Thea Musgrave (30) to a text attributed to Dunbar is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of BBC Scotland. 
Sonata for piano by Charles Wuorinen (20) is performed for the first time, in Salon de Musique of the 
Barbizon Hotel, New York. 
December 18, 1958  The Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party orders a slow down in 
the communization of Chinese agriculture.  It also postpones introducing the commune concept into 
Chinese cities. 
East-West talks in Geneva on the prevention of surprise attacks collapse over failure to set an agenda. 
The United States manages to send a satellite into orbit.  It broadcasts a message from President 
Eisenhower to the world. 
Paul Van Dalsen, chairman of an investigating committee of the Arkansas legislature, states that his 
committee has “definitely proved that there was Communist influence” in the integration of Little 
Rock schools. 
December 19, 1958  The French colony of Niger is granted autonomy. 
The First Nowell for solo voices, chorus and small orchestra by Ralph Vaughan Williams (†0), 
completed by Douglas, to words of Pakenham, is performed for the first time, at the Theater Royal, 
Drury Lane, London. 
December 20, 1958  Renewed fighting begins between government troops and Indonesian rebels in 
central Sumatra. 
The Territorial Assembly of the Comoros Is. votes 25-4 to retain its status as a French Overseas 
Territory. 
Columbia University’s Alice M. Ditson Fund Advisory Committee, which includes Otto Luening (58), 
allocates $10,000 for two performances of Harry Partch’s (57) The Bewitched next April. 
Organ Suite no.1 by Ulysses Kay (41) is performed for the first time, in St. Paul’s Chapel, Trinity 
Parish, New York. 
December 21, 1958  Prime Minister Charles de Gaulle is elected first president of the Fifth French 
Republic.  He wins 78.5% of the vote. 
Hans Werner Henze’s (32) ballet blanc Ballet-Variationen is staged for the first time, in Wuppertal.  See 
October 3, 1949. 
December 22, 1958  Louis Joseph Maria Beel replaces Willem Drees as Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands. 
December 24, 1958  Emil Jonsson replaces Hermann Jonasson as prime minister of Iceland. 



December 25, 1958  The government of the UAR announces the arrest of every communist leader in 
Syria and the closing down of the communist daily Al Nour. 
December 27, 1958  Ten western European countries announce plans to introduce full external 
convertability of their currencies for the first time since World War II.  Prime Minister de Gaulle of 
France announces an 18% devaluation of the franc and its free convertability. 
Dr. James Van Allen of the University of Iowa reports to a meeting of the American Astronautical 
Society in Washington that Pioneer III, launched December 6, found two fields of radiation around the 
Earth. 
December 28, 1958  The second five of the ten Brigand Songs for male chorus by Bohuslav Martinu 
(66) to Slovak folk texts are performed for the first time, in Prague. 
December 31, 1958  The International Geophysical Year ends. 
Cuban rebels capture Santa Clara as increasing numbers of government troops go over to the rebel 
side. 
January 1, 1959  The private practice of medicine is ended in Czechoslovakia. 
Egyptian authorities arrest about 200 communists in the country.  They close two publishing 
companies. 
France grants full internal autonomy to French Cameroon. 
President Fulgencio Battista y Zaldivar of Cuba resigns and flees to the Dominican Republic.  The 
Cuban General Staff orders a cease fire throughout the country.  Rebels enter Santiago.  Celebrations 
in Havana over the departure of Batista turn into riots.  Rebel leader Fidel Castro calls a general strike 
in Havana against the formation of a new government by Supreme Court Justice Carlos Piedra. 
January 2, 1959  The first Soviet space probe, Daydream, is launched toward the moon.  It is the first 
man-made object to escape the gravity of Earth. 
Great Britain ends its embargo of scientific instruments and apparatus to the USSR and China. 
6,000 rebel soldiers enter Havana and put down the rioting begun yesterday.  In a radio address from 
Santiago, rebel leader Fidel Castro designates Manuel Urrutia as provisional president.  The US State 
Department estimates that about 500 of Batista’s closest associates and family members have arrived 
in the United States. 
Suite no.1 for unaccompanied violin by Ernest Bloch (78) is performed for the first time, in London. 
January 3, 1959  Alaska becomes the 49th state of the United States. 
January 4, 1959  Fighting between Indonesian troops and rebels in Aceh Province, Sumatra ends with 
a truce agreement. 
The Soviet space probe Daydream reaches within 7,500 km of the Moon and passes into orbit around 
the Sun. 
Three days of nationalist rioting begins in Léopoldville, Belgian Congo. 
Supreme Court Justice Carlos Piedra abandons attempts to form a new government in Cuba. 
January 5, 1959  While staying briefly with Richard Rodney Bennett in Hamstead, Cornelius Cardew 
(22) leaves his wife of nine months, Ruth Aaronberg.  In the evening he returns to the WDR in 
Cologne. 
Provisional President Manuel Urrutia arrives in Havana to take charge of the government. 
Two new works of John Cage (46) are performed for the first time, in Rome:  Aria for solo voice, and 
Fontana Mix for tape. 
January 6, 1959  Three days of rioting in Léopoldville, Belgian Congo leaves 35 people dead, 100 
injured after Belgian and colonial troops fire on rioters. 
The Cuban Congress is dissolved and all provincial governors and mayors are removed. 
January 7, 1959  On his sixtieth birthday, Francis Poulenc is elected an honorary member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters and the National Academy of Arts and Letters. 
The United States becomes the seventh nation to recognize the new Cuban government. 



Soviet First Deputy Prime Minister Anastas Mikoyan lands in Cleveland and begins a two week tour 
of the United States as a guest of the industrialist Cyrus Eaton. 
January 8, 1959  Charles de Gaulle takes office as the first president of the Fifth French Republic.  He 
appoints Michel Debré of the Union for the New Republic (Gaullist) as Prime Minister. 
Rebel leader Fidel Castro enters Havana at the head of 5,000 troops to jubilant crowds.  Trials and 
executions of ex-Batista officials on charges of murder and torture begin throughout Cuba. 
Thea Musgrave’s (30) Obliques for orchestra is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of  BBC 
Scotland. 
January 9, 1959  A federal judge in Montgomery, Alabama orders circuit judge George C. Wallace to 
allow agents of the Federal Civil Rights Commission to view voter registration records in Barbour 
and Bullock counties. 
A federal judge in Atlanta rules that racial segregation laws on the city’s public transportation is 
unconstitutional. 
The new regime in Cuba lifts the ban on the Communist Party. 
January 10, 1959  Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hindemith (63) sail from Genoa making for New York. 
A federal judge in Atlanta orders the Georgia State College of Business Administration to stop 
barring entrance to students on the basis of race. 
Trois pas des Tritons, an orchestral excerpt from Hans Werner Henze’s (32) opera Undine, is 
performed separately for the first time, in Rome.  See March 3, 1958 and October 27, 1958. 
January 12, 1959  Peter Sculthorpe (29) is accepted into Wadham College, Oxford. 
Portuguese Air Force General Humberto Delgado, leader of the opposition Independent National 
Movement, enters the Brazilian embassy in Lisbon to escape arrest.  He will reappear in Latin 
America. 
In defiance of a federal court order, circuit judge George Wallace, in Clayton, Alabama, refuses to let 
federal agents see the voter registration records in Barbour and Bullock counties. 
January 13, 1959  Väinö Johannes Suksalainen replaces Karl August Fagerholm as prime minister of 
Finland. 
The new French government issues a broad clemency and amnesty to Algerian rebels.  Four rebel 
leaders in prison are transferred to more comfortable surroundings.  Sentences of up to 200 rebels are 
communted to life in prison.  All prison terms of rebels are shortened by 10%.  7,000 rebel suspects 
are released. 
The Belgian government announces a plan to grant independence to the Belgian Congo at an 
unspecified future time. 
January 15, 1959  French President Charles de Gaulle offers safe conduct to Paris for Algerian rebels 
to negotiate a cease fire. 
January 17, 1959  Representatives of Great Britain and the United Arab Republic conclude an 
agreement in Cairo over financial arrangements as a result of the nationalizaton of the Suez Canal by 
Egypt in 1956.  Great Britain unfreezes Egyptian assets in the country in return for compensation 
payments to British and Dutch property owners. 
Dahomey, Upper Volta, Senegal and French Sudan vote to form the Mali Federation within the 
French Community. 
Juno, a musical play with book by Stein after O’Casey and music and lyrics by Marc Blitzstein (53), is 
performed for the first time, in the National Theater, Washington.  Critics are generally disappointed.  
See March 9, 1959. 
January 19, 1959  A federal appeals court in Norfolk prohibits Virginia officials from closing any of 
Norfolk’s schools. 
January 20, 1959  The American Scene for orchestra by William Grant Still (63) is performed for the first 
time, in University Auditorium, Tuscon. 



January 21, 1959  Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hindemith (63) arrive in New York, almost six years after 
moving to Switzerland. 
January 23, 1959  A military court in Havana finds Jesus Sosa Blanco, commander of government 
military forces in Oriente, guilty of 120 counts of murder, theft, arson and looting.  He is sentenced to 
death by firing squad. 
January 24, 1959  Moskva, Cheryomushki, an operetta by Dmitri Shostakovich (52) to words of Mass 
and Chervinsky, is performed for the first time, at the Moscow Operetta Theater.  There was an open 
dress rehearsal on January 20.  Critics find the music generally good, the libretto generally bad. 
January 25, 1959  Pope John XXIII announces a call for the Second Vatican Council. 
January 27, 1959  Nikita Khrushchev tells the 21st Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union that his country has begun production of ICBMs to ensure victory in any world war. 
Belgian and colonial troops are called out to quell violence today and tomorrow in Léopoldville. 
The new Cuban government removes thousands of people from government payrolls who do no 
work.  They report that the land seized from former President Batista and his associates has now 
reached $40,000,000. 
January 28, 1959  Schools reopen in Norfolk, Virginia after being closed by the governor.  17 black 
students are duly registered in previously all-white high schools. 
Marc Blitzstein (53) is elected to the National Institute of Arts and Letters. 
January 30, 1959  The Philips Pavilion for the 1958 Brussels World’s Fair, designed by Le Corbusier, is 
destroyed by implosion.  The Philips Corporation feels that it can not maintain the structure.  Edgard 
Varèse (75) will call this “an insult to a great artist.” (Le Corbusier) 
Pilgrims for strings by Ned Rorem (35) is performed for the first time, in New York. 
Pittsburgh Symphony by Paul Hindemith (63), commissioned to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
Pittsburgh, is performed for the first time, in Pittsburgh. 
January 31, 1959  Voters in Switzerland reject 2-1 a proposed constitutional amendment which would 
give women the right to vote in federal elections and hold federal office.  In the canton of Vaud, 
women are given the right to vote in cantonal elections. 
Fantasia Concertante for piano and orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (68) is performed for the first time, 
in Berlin. 
February 1, 1959  The Hungarian government orders an increase in the collectivization of farms. 
February 2, 1959  Mrs. Indira Gandhi, daughter of Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, is chosen 
as president of the ruling Congress Party. 
Soviet authorities detain a US Army truck convoy headed for West Germany from West Berlin at the 
Marienborn border crossing and demand to inspect it. 
Four black children attend previously all-white Stratford High School in Arlington, Virginia. 
The new government of Cuba begins implementation of a land reform program which will distribute 
33 to 100 acres of land to each landless farmer.  Robert Nye, former US Navy pilot, is charged with 
attempting to kill Fidel Castro on payment of $100,000 from Air Force commander Gen. Carlos 
Tabernilla Palmero.  Nye, who was captured by rebels last December in Oriente province, denies the 
charge. 
February 3, 1959  Leaders of twelve African states meet in Paris with President de Gaulle to constitute 
the Executive Council of the French Union. 
Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and the Big Bopper are killed in a plane crash near Clear Lake, Iowa. 
February 4, 1959  Soviet authorities release the truck convoy after detaining it for 54 hours.  They are 
not allowed to inspect it. 
Havana University is seized by its students.  They announce that all professors who collaborated with 
the Batista regime will be sacked. 



After a five-year attempt to extract $9,655 in taxes from Paul Robeson’s $25,000 Stalin Prize of 1953, 
the US Internal Revenue Service decides that the prize is tax-exempt after all. 
Estampes for orchestra by Bohuslav Martinu (68) is performed for the first time, in Louisville. 
February 5, 1959  The 21st Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union adjourns after 
accepting a new seven-year plan. 
The US State Department releases a tape recording of what they say are the cockpit conversations of 
Soviet pilots engaged in shooting down an unarmed US transport plane last September 2 over 
Armenia.  The USSR returned the bodies of six of the 17 crewmen but have given no information on 
the other 11.  The USSR says the recording is a fabrication. 
February 6, 1959  Two former SS guards at Sachsenhausen are sentenced to life in prison at hard 
labor by a Bonn court.  They were convicted of murdering 67 and 47 people respectively. 
Francis Poulenc’s (60) tragédie lyrique La voix humaine, to words of Cocteau, is performed for the first 
time, in the Opéra-Comique, Paris. 
The United States successfully fires an intercontinental ballistic missle for the first time, from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida. 
February 9, 1959  Incidental music to Molière’s play L’Avare by Peter Sculthorpe (29) is performed for 
the first time, at Oxford. 
February 11, 1959  The Prime Ministers of Greece and Cyprus announce in Zürich that they have 
reached a settlement of the Cyprus issue.  According to the agreement, Cyprus will become an 
independent republic with a power sharing arrangement between the two communities.  British 
bases will remain.  A mixed force of Greek and Turkish troops will maintain order on the island. 
Felipe Pazos, President of the National Bank of Cuba, reports that the nation’s cash reserves has fallen 
to under 111,000,000 pesos, below the minimum allowed by law.  He said the Batista dictatorship 
systematically looted the nation’s assets of over 424,000,000 pesos. 
February 13, 1959  Parables, a symphonic suite by Bohuslav Martinu (68), is performed for the first 
time, in Boston. 
February 14, 1959  The Curie Hospital in Paris releases five Yugoslav scientists after apparently being 
cured of fatal doses of radiation.  They are the first reported successful transplants of bone marrow on 
record. 
February 15, 1959  Antonio Segni replaces Amintore Fanfani as prime minister of Italy. 
February 16, 1959  Anti-British demonstrations and riots break out in Nyasaland (Malawi). 
Three days of rioting begins in Brazzaville between rival African groups.  120 people are killed, 300 
injured. 
Fidel Castro Ruz is named Prime Minister of Cuba. 
Suite for guitar by Ernst Krenek (58) is performed for the first time, in Los Angeles County 
Auditorium. 
February 17, 1959  A plane carrying Turkish Prime Minister Adnan Menderes to talks in London on 
the future of Cyprus crashes at Gatwick Airport.  Menderes and nine other passengers survive, but 15 
do not, including the Press Minister and other government and press officials. 
Vanguard II, the first weather satellite, is launched by the US from Cape Canaveral. 
The UN Trusteeship Council votes to end the trusteeship over French Cameroon by January 1. 
February 18, 1959  French troops enter Brazzaville and impose order.  A curfew is put in place. 
February 19, 1959  The Cyprus agreement reached on February 11 is signed in London by Prime 
Ministers Constantine Karamanlis of Greece, Adnan Menderes of Turkey and Harold MacMillan of 
Great Britain.  Also signing are representatives of the two communities on the island, Archbishop 
Makarios and Fazil Kutchuk. 



February 20, 1959  The Columbia-Princeton Electronic Music Center comes into existence with the 
beginning of a grant of $175,000 to the two universities.  The directors are Otto Luening (58) and 
Vladimir Ussachevsky (47) at Columbia, and Milton Babbitt (42) and Roger Sessions (62) at Princeton. 
February 21, 1959  After a brief concert tour in the United States, Paul Hindemith (63) and his wife 
sail from New York, heading for Europe. 
February 22, 1959  The British authorities on Cyprus end the state of emergency in place for four 
years.  They release all remaining political prisoners.  Beyond the previous agreement, this accord 
sets forth the system of government in the new republic. 
February 23, 1959  The European Court of Human Rights convenes for the first time, in Strasbourg. 
February 24, 1959  The banishment of Archbishop Makarios from Cyprus is lifted by the British 
governor. 
Colonial troops fire on rioters in Lilongwe, Nyasaland.  One person is killed.  Air Force planes drop 
tear gas, dispersing the crowd. 
Four songs for voice and piano by Ned Rorem (35) are performed for the first time, in Carnegie 
Recital Hall, the composer at the piano:  What Sparks and Wiry Cries to words of Goodman,Visits to St. 
Elizabeths to words of Bishop, Love to words of Lodge, and Lullaby of the Woman of the Mountain to 
words of Pearse translated by MacDonagh. 
February 25, 1959  El Al Israeli airlines begins an airlift of Romanian Jews from Vienna to Israel.  
Romania has recently released its Jews and allowed them to emigrate. 
February 26, 1959  Prime Minister Edgar Whitehead declares a state of emergency in Southern 
Rhodesia and outlaws all nationalist organizations.  435 people are arrested. 
George Rochberg’s (40) Symphony no.2 is performed for the first time, in Severance Hall, Cleveland. 
To Saint Cecilia, a cantata by Norman Dello Joio (46) to words of Dryden, is performed for the first 
time, in Kansas City, Kansas. 
February 27, 1959  Symphony no.2 by Charles Wuorinen (20) is performed for the first time, in Great 
Hall, Cooper Union, New York. 
March 1, 1959  Archbishop Makarios returns to Cyprus after three years of exile imposed by the 
British.  He is met by 150,000 Greek Cypriots. 
March 2, 1959  British authorities outlaw the Nyasaland branch of the African National Congress and 
deport its president, Hastings Banda, to Southern Rhodesia were he is imprisoned.  Rioting erupts in 
several places in the province today through March 8.  39 people are killed.  249 leaders of the ANC 
are arrested. 
Iran renounces the 1921 treaty which allows Soviet troops to enter Iran. 
Miles Davis records the first of two sessions for Kind of Blue. 
Piano Piece 1952 by Morton Feldman (33) is performed for the first time, at the Circle in the Square 
Theater, New York.  Also premiered is Feldman’s Piano Four Hands by the composer and David 
Tudor. 
March 3, 1959  The British Governor of Nyasaland declares a state of emergency to deal with ongoing 
violence in favor of independence.  Leaders of the Nyasaland African Congress, including Hastings 
Banda, are arrested. 
Eleven Mau Mau prisoners are beaten to death by guards at the Hola detention camp in Kenya.  
When the incident becomes public March 7, protests and demonstrations ensue. 
On its fifth attempt, the United States succeeds in launching a space probe towards the Moon.  It is 
the first vehicle from that country to escape earth’s gravity. 
Symphony no.13 “Madras Symphony” by Henry Cowell (61) is performed for the first time, in Madras. 
March 4, 1959  Pioneer 4 becomes the second man-made object to pass the Moon and travel into orbit 
around the Sun. 
The new Cuban government takes over the Cuban Telephone Company. 



March 5, 1959  Power Among Men, a film with music by Virgil Thomson (62), is performed for the first 
time, at the Museum of Modern Art, New York. 
March 6, 1959  Four Madrigals for chorus by Jacob Druckman (30) to words of Beaumont, Jonson, 
Donne and Herrick, is performed for the first time, at the Juilliard School, New York. 
March 8, 1959  Elements of the Iraqi military revolt against the government of Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kassem.  The rebellion begins in Mosul. 
March 9, 1959  The revolt against the government of Iraqi Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kassem is put 
down in Mosul.  Top members of the embassy of the UAR in Baghdad are ordered to leave the 
country. 
Greek Cypriot rebels call a halt to their activities and pledge their support to Archbishop Makarios. 
Former Nazi gauleiter of eastern Poland Erich Koch is sentenced to death in a Warsaw court for the 
murder of 300,000 people during World War II. 
The Barbie Doll is first exhibited in New York. 
After seven weeks in Washington and Boston, substantial cuts and rewrites, changes in essential 
personnel, and the involvement of several lawyers, Juno, a musical play by Marc Blitzstein (54) to a 
book by Stein after O’Casey and his own lyrics, opens in New York at the Winter Palace.  The press 
goes from disappointed to scathing.  It will close after 16 performances.  See January 17, 1959. 
Sweet Bird of Youth by Tennessee Williams opens in the Martin Beck Theater, New York. 
March 11, 1959  Speaking in Damascus, UAR President Gamal Abdel Nasser declares opposition to 
the Iraq regime and blames the USSR for rifts between the Arab states. 
Studies in Sound, Plus for tape by Vladimir Ussachevsky (47) is performed for the first time, in 
Kaufmann Concert Hall, New York. 
March 12, 1959  General elections in the Netherlands once again leave the two largest parties, the 
Catholic Peoples Party and the Labor Party, almost evenly divided, each with one-third of the seats.  
The Catholic Peoples Party will continue to lead the ruling coalition. 
The British governor of Northern Rhodesia bans the Zambian African National Congress.  Detained 
for deportation are Kenneth Kaunda and other nationalist leaders. 
Jews in Vienna report that Romania has stopped issuing exit visas to Jews. 
March 13, 1959  Chinese troops fire on crowds demonstrating in Lhasa their support for the Dalai 
Lama. 
Australia and the USSR agree to reestablish diplomatic relations. 
Colonial troops and police continue to battle nationalist unrest in Nyasaland. 
Mobs in Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, riot in response to the British actions of yesterday. 
Greek Cypriot rebels begin surrendering their weapons to police. 
March 14, 1959  Différences for five instruments and tape by Luciano Berio (33) is performed for the 
first time, in Salle Gaveau, Paris. 
Gambit, music for dancers and orchestra by Ben Johnston is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Illinois on the eve of the composer’s 33rd birthday. 
March 15, 1959  Symphony no.7 by Karl Amadeus Hartmann (53) is performed for the first time, over 
the airwaves of Norddeutsche Rundfunk originating in Hamburg. 
Music for the documentary Burma Road by Darius Milhaud (66) is performed for the first time, over 
the airwaves of CBS television, originating in New York. 
March 17, 1959  Tibetans revolt against Chinese rule as the Dalai Lama escapes Lhasa. 
The USS Skate becomes the first submarine to surface at the North Pole. 
March 18, 1959  US President Eisenhower signs a bill making Hawaii a state, as soon as certain 
provisions are achieved. 
Incidental music to Leckel’s “electric theater fantasy” by Lejaren Hiller (35) is performed for the first 
time, at the University of Illinois, Urbana. 



March 19, 1959  The New York Times reports that in August and September of last year, the US 
exploded three small nuclear devices in the atmosphere, 500 km above the south Atlantic Ocean.  The 
story is confirmed by the US Defense Dept. 
Green Mansions, a film with some music by Heitor Villa-Lobos (72), is shown for the first time, in 
New York. 
March 20, 1959  Carols of Death for chorus by William Schuman (48) to words of Whitman, is 
performed for the first time, in Canton, New York. 
March 21, 1959  Officials of the US Defense Dept. reveal that the concentration of Strontium 90 from 
nuclear tests is “greater in the United States than in any other area in the world.”  They blame Soviet 
atomic weapons tests. 
March 22, 1959  Sonatine for piano op.354 by Darius Milhaud (66) is performed for the first time, in 
San Francisco. 
March 24, 1959  Iraq officially withdraws from the Baghdad Pact. 
March 25, 1959  Two FBI agents visit Marc Blitzstein (54) at his New York home.  He tells them that 
he has nothing to add to his testimony before the House Unamerican Activities Committee and that 
they are invading his privacy.  They do not press the matter. 
March 27, 1959  Soviet warplanes threaten US transport planes in the Berlin air corridor to try to 
make them conform to a 10,000 ft. ceiling. 
Bulgaria and the United States agree to restore diplomatic relations. 
March 28, 1959  Prime Minister Chou En-lai of China orders the dissolution of the Tibetan 
government and its replacement by a committee headed by the Panchen Lama. 
March 30, 1959  A district court in Tokyo rules that the presence of US military forces in Japan is 
illegal and violates the constitution. 
Secret testimony by members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to a US House committee is revealed today in 
which they say the US has much more atomic weaponry than it needs to destroy the Soviet Union. 
March 31, 1959  The Dalai Lama reaches the Indian frontier at Chutangmu. 
April 1, 1959  Variations for violin and orchestra op.71 by Wallingford Riegger (73) is performed for 
the first time, in Louisville. 
April 2, 1959  The Colombian Senate convicts former dictator Gustavo Rojas Pinilla of violating the 
constitution and abusing his powers.  They remove all his political rights and titles, strip his pension 
and bar him from holding public or military office. 
Five motets for voice and piano by Paul Hindemith (63) to words from the Bible are performed for 
the first time, in Vienna:  Cum natus esset, In Principio erat Verbum, Pastores loquebantur, Nuptiae factae 
sunt, and Defuncto Herode. 
April 3, 1959  For a second time, Soviet warplanes threaten US transport planes in the Berlin air 
corridor to try to make them conform to a 10,000 ft. ceiling. 
Elegy for small orchestra by Kenneth Gaburo  (32) is performed for the first time, in New York, 
conducted by Leonard Bernstein (40). 
April 5, 1959  The US Navy reports that radioactivity over the eastern United States has risen three 
times since last year. 
April 6, 1959  Police raids in the Paris area net 172 Algerians, some of them suspected of being rebel 
leaders. 
April 7, 1959  French authorities seize a Czechoslovakian freighter in the port of Mers-el-Kebir.  It 
contains 581 tons of arms believed intended for Algerian rebels. 
The voters of the State of Oklahoma repeal prohibition. 
April 8, 1959  Brass Music for trumpet, horn, trombone, tuba and piano by Leonard Bernstein (40) is 
performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York. 
Wind Quintet no.1 by George Perle (43) is performed for the first time, in Berkeley, California. 



April 9, 1959  André Malraux, Minister for Cultural Affairs, announces a reform of the French 
national theater system, including increased emphasis on the classics. 
The US National Aeronautics and Space Administration names the first seven “astronauts” for the 
Mercury program.  They say one of them will be chosen to be sent into space in 1961. 
Frank Lloyd Wright dies in Phoenix at the age of 91 of complications following surgery. 
April 10, 1959  465 Algerians are arrested in major French cities for “nationalist agitation.” 
After a federal judge refuses to issue a stay, nine black children are enrolled in three all-white schools 
in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Two Piano Pieces by Gottfired Michael Koenig (32) are performed for the first time, in Cologne. 
April 12, 1959  A report issued today by 35 Roman Catholic priests who served with the French army 
in Algeria claim they witnessed numerous examples of arbitrary arrest, torture, killing of wounded 
prisoners and summary executions. 
Former US Navy pilot Alan Nye is sentenced to death in Havana for plotting to kill Fidel Castro.  The 
sentence is suspended providing he leave the country.  Nye flies to New Orleans. 
An episode of the CBS television program The Twentieth Century entitled “Submarine!” with music by 
Ulysses Kay (42) is broadcast for the first time, over the airwaves of the network. 
Ensemble for string orchestra by Henry Cowell (62) is performed for the first time, in New School 
Auditorium, New York. 
April 13, 1959  The Vatican decrees that Roman Catholics may not vote for Communists. 
The Indian government annnounces that the Dalai Lama may reside at Mussoorie, Uttar Pradesh, 80 
km north of New Delhi. 
April 14, 1959  British authorities release Jomo Kenyatta and four other Kenyan leaders from prison 
after serving five years of seven year sentences. 
April 15, 1959  Fidel Castro arrives in Washington for a speaking tour of eastern North America.  He 
will meet with Secretary of State Christian Herter and Vice President Richard Nixon. 
Catalogue des Oiseaux for piano by Olivier Messiaen (50) is performed for the first time, in the Salle 
Gaveau, Paris. 
April 16, 1959  The Triumph of Saint Joan, an opera by Norman Dello Joio (46) to his own words, is 
performed for the first time, in New York.  It is an adaptation of his television opera The Trial at 
Rouen.  See April 8, 1956. 
April 18, 1959  The government of Pakistan seizes the Pakistan Times and its four newspapers for 
receiving money from “foreign sources.” 
26,000 young African-Americans rally before the Lincoln Memorial calling for the integration of 
schools.  The main speaker is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Symphony no.3 by Ned Rorem (35) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, Leonard Bernstein 
(40) conducting. 
Fantasia for string quartet and orchestra by Otto Luening (58) is performed for the first time, in 
McMillin Theater, Columbia University. 
April 19, 1959  String Quartet no.3 op.81 by Vincent Persichetti (43) is performed for the first time, in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
April 20, 1959  A court in Pretoria dismisses treason charges against 61 colored, Indian and black 
defendants for lack of evidence. 
April 22, 1959  President Sukarno of Indonesia calls on the Constituent Assembly to adopt measures 
which will lead to the gradual elimination of capitalism in the country. 
Aram Khachaturian (55) is awarded the Lenin Prize. 
The composer and violinist Claire Delbos, wife of Olivier Messiaen (50), dies in a psychiatric 
institution. 
The G-2 nuclear reactor begins operation in Marcoule.  It is the first commercial reactor in France. 



Miles Davis records the second of two sessions for Kind of Blue. 
Governor John Patterson of Alabama tells a US Senate committee that citizens of his state “will scrap 
their public school system rather than submit to the integration of the races.” 
April 23, 1959  Peking Radio announces that Chinese forces now control all vital strongholds between 
the Tsangpo and the Himalayas, east to Gyantse. 
April 25, 1959  The St. Lawrence Seaway is opened to shipping, joining the Great Lakes to the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
Ricercar and Doubles on “To Many a Well” for instrumental ensemble by Peter Maxwell Davies (24) is 
performed for the first time, at Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire. 
April 26, 1959  Moderates and conservatives do well in elections for the first Senate of the Fifth 
French Republic. 
The winners of an anonymous composition contest sponsored by the League of Polish Composers is 
announced in Warsaw.  First, Second and Third Prize all go to Krzysztof Penderecki (25). 
Six Characters in Search of an Author, an opera by Hugo Weisgall (46) to words of Johnston after 
Pirandello, is performed for the first time, in New York. 
Last Pieces for piano by Morton Feldman (33) is performed for the first time, at The Village Gate, New 
York. 
Song of Peace op.82 for male chorus and piano by Vincent Persichetti (43) is performed for the first 
time, in Hamilton, New York. 
April 27, 1959  Liu Shao-ch’i is elected Chairman of the Chinese Peoples Republic, replacing Mao Tse-
tung. 
April 28, 1959  Coexistence, a ballet by Pierre Henry (31) to a choreography by Béjart, is performed for 
the first time, at the Galerie internationale d’art contemporain in Paris. 
April 29, 1959  President Charles de Gaulle announces that his policy is to integrate Algeria into 
France. 
April 30, 1959  Concert Piece for clarinet and piano by William Bolcom (20) is performed for the first 
time, at Mills College, Oakland, by Morton Subotnick (26) and the composer. 
May 2, 1959  Fugues and Cantilenas for orchestra by Virgil Thomson (62) is performed for the first 
time, in Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor, Michigan, the composer conducting. 
May 4, 1959  François Truffaut’s film Les Quatre Cents Coups is released in France. 
The first Grammy Awards are announced by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. 
Lady Chatterly’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence is published uncensored in the United States for the first 
time.  The book was written in 1928. 
May 5, 1959  After three moderate members of the Little Rock school board walk out of a meeting, the 
remaining three members sack 44 teachers.  Board president Ed McKinley remarks that Little Rock 
schools have no place for teachers who believe the Supreme Court Brown v. Board of Education 
decision of 1954 was legally binding. 
May 6, 1959  A coroner rules that eleven Mau Mau prisoners who died in the Hola detention camp 
last March were beaten to death by colonial guards. 
Scientists testify before a joint congressional committee in Washington that resuming atomic testing 
to the levels of the past six years will result in unacceptable radiation danger for the inhabitants of the 
Earth. 
May 9, 1959  Psalm and Prayer of David for chorus by Walter Piston (65) is performed for the first time, 
at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts. 
May 10, 1959  In parliamentary elections in Austria, the Socialists win the most votes but receive one 
less seat than the Peoples Party.  The communists lose all representation in Parliament.  The Peoples-
Socialist coalition continues under Chancellor Julius Raab. 



May 11, 1959  Foreign Ministers of France, Great Britain, the USSR and the United States meet in  
Geneva to discuss Berlin, German unification and a German peace treaty.  It is the first high level 
meeting between the four since 1955. 
May 12, 1959  Quartetto for strings by Luciano Berio (33) is performed for the first time, in Vienna. 
May 13, 1959  Prime Minister Debré of France announces his government intends to stay in Algeria 
permanently.  European residents of Algeria boycott observances of the first anniversary of the 
uprising because of what they see as President de Gaulle’s failure to carry out its purpose. 
The Cuban government votes to expropriate the assets of 117 companies owned by 18 persons. 
May 14, 1959  By one vote, the Swedish Riksdag approves a bill to give all wage earners pensions 
equal to two-thirds of the average of their peak incomes over a 15-year period. 
Ground is broken in New York for the new Lincoln Center.  12,000 people attend (including President 
Eisenhower) while 500,000 watch on television.  The master of ceremonies is Leonard Bernstein (40).  
Representing the Juilliard School is William Schuman (48). 
Rapunzel, a chamber opera by Lou Harrison to words of Morris, is performed for the first time, in 
Kaufmann Auditorium, New York on the composer’s 42rd birthday.  See April 14, 1954. 
Sound effects for the opera Glittering Gate by Vladimir Ussachevsky (47) are performed for the first 
time, in New York. 
May 16, 1959  Duke Ellington (60) flies to Los Angeles from Michigan to work on the score to the film 
Anatomy of a Murder. 
May 17, 1959  China resumes bombardment of the Matsu Islands. 
The new Cuban government institutes its first agrarian reform law, attempting to address the fact 
that 70% of the country’s farm land is owned by foreigners.  The government pays the landholders 
the assessed value and distributes the land to ordinary Cubans. 
Mirandolina, an opera by Bohuslav Martinu (68) to his own words after Goldoni, is performed for the 
first time, in Prague. 
Ulysses Kay’s (42) cantata Phoebus, Arise for soprano, bass, chorus and orchestra is performed for the 
first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
May 19, 1959  Jan Edvard de Quay replaces Louis Joseph Maria Beel as Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands. 
Oboe Quartet by Stefan Wolpe (56) is performed for the first time, conducted by Ralph Shapey (38). 
May 20, 1959  Quintuple Jazz op.72 for orchestra by Wallingford Riegger (74) is performed for the first 
time, in Iowa City. 
May 21, 1959  Gypsy, a musical by Arthur Laurents, Jule Styne and Stephen Sondheim, opens at the 
Broadway Theater, New York. 
String Trio by David Del Tredici (22) is performed for the first time, in Herz Hall of the University of 
California, Berkeley. 
May 22, 1959  Reports surface that the best selling children’s book The Rabbits’ Wedding has been 
removed from shelves by the Alabama Public Library Service because it involves the marriage of a 
white rabbit and a black rabbit. 
Five works by Ralph Shapey (38) are performed for the first time, in Carl Fischer Concert Hall, New 
York:  Trio for violin, cello and piano, Piano Trio, Rhapsodie for oboe and piano, String Quartet no.5 
with female voice, to words of Klement, and Form for piano.  Also premiered are three of the five 
movements of Enactments for three pianos by Stefan Wolpe (56).  See April 26, 1963. 
May 23, 1959  The Cuban government votes to expropriate seven airline and airport companies 
owned by members of the Batista dictatorship. 
A film of Modest Musorgsky’s (†78) opera Khovanshchina, with music reorchestrated by Dmitri 
Shostakovich (52), is shown for the first time. 



Recitatives from Lou Harrison’s (42) Political Primer to his own words are performed for the first time, 
at the University of Buffalo. 
May 24, 1959  The Resurrection of Don Juan, a ballet by Dominick Argento (31), is performed for the 
first time, in Karlsruhe.  See May 5, 1956. 
May 25, 1959  A recall election in Little Rock removes the three segregationist members of the school 
board who took the actions of May 5. 
The US Supreme Court rules that a Louisiana law banning interracial boxing matches is 
unconstitutional. 
Igor Stravinsky (76) is awarded the first Léonie Sonning Music Prize in Copenhagen. 
March:  A History of the English Speaking Peoples, a theme composed for a BBC television series by 
William Walton (57) is performed for the first time, in a recording session at the Elstree ADPC 
studios, conducted by the composer.  It will never be used in the series. 
May 27, 1959  The Big Four foreign ministers talks in Geneva are recessed so that all four may attend 
funeral services in Washington for former Secretary of State John Foster Dulles. 
South African Justice Minister Charles Swart forbids Albert Luthuli, President of the African National 
Congress, from making any speeches or attending any meetings for five years.  He further banishes 
him to his home area in Natal. 
May 28, 1959  Two monkeys, Able and Baker, become the first Earth beings to travel into space and 
return alive.  They are sent 500 km up from Cape Canaveral and are recovered 90 minutes later off 
Antigua. 
May 30, 1959  Ahmet Emin Yalman, publisher of the newspaper Vata, is sentenced by a Turkish court 
to ten months in prison and banishment to northeastern Turkey for three months.  His son and an 
editor on the paper are sentenced to one year in prison and four months banishment.  The crime was 
“insulting the government’s integrity.” 
June 1, 1959  The US embassy in Baghdad announces that the Iraqi government has renounced all 
military aid from the US because it compromises their neutrality. 
36 people, including 34 high ranking members of the Batista military, are sentenced in a Havana 
court to terms in prison ranging from five to 25 years. 
June 2, 1959  The owners of the Danish freighter prevented from entering the Suez Canal on May 21 
because it carried an Israeli cargo, refuse to offload the cargo as required by Egypt. 
June 3, 1959  Great Britain grants internal self-government to Singapore as the constitution goes into 
effect. 
Chairman Francis Walter of the House Un-American Activities Committee announces that he has 
checked into the backgrounds of 67 artists chosen for a US exhibit in Moscow and found 34 with 
“records of affiliation with Communist fronts and causes.” 
June 5, 1959  A Queen’s Fanfare for brass by William Walton (57) is performed for the first time, in 
Westminster Hall, London.  The work was composed for the entrance of Queen Elizabeth at the 
NATO Parliamentary Conference. 
June 9, 1959  Sonatine for viola and cello op.378 by Darius Milhaud (66) is performed for the first time, 
in Saskatoon. 
June 10, 1959  Minister of State for the UAR Ali Sabry declares that no ship, no matter what flag, will 
be permitted through the Suez Canal if it carries Israeli goods. 
Alain Resnais’ film Hiroshima mon amour is released in France. 
Improvisations sur Mallarmé III for soprano and orchestra by Pierre Boulez (34) is performed for the 
first time, in Donaueschingen. 
Prolation for orchestra by Peter Maxwell Davies (24) is performed for the first time, in Auditorium del 
Foro Italico, Rome. 



Aria antigua for flute and piano by Joaquín Rodrigo (57) is performed for the first time, in Circulo 
Cultural Medina, Madrid.  See December 18, 1994 and February 21, 1996. 
Fanfare for St. Edmundsbury for three trumpets by Benjamin Britten (45) is performed for the first time, 
in the Cathedral of Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 
June 11, 1959  The French National Assembly approves two bills designed to bring greater 
integration of Algeria and France. 
The first hovercraft designed by Christopher Cockerell is tested by Saunders-Roe, Ltd. near the Isle of 
Wight. 
Postmaster General Arthur E. Summerfield bans Lady Chatterley’s Lover from the United States Mail 
saying it “is an obscene and filthy work.” 
June 12, 1959  Marcel Camus’ film Orfeu negro (Black Orpheus) is released in France. 
Incidental music to Cocteau’s play Le poète et sa muse by Gian Carlo Menotti (47) is performed for the 
first time, in Teatro Caio Melisso, Spoleto, Italy. 
June 13, 1959  Michael Tippett (54) is named Commander of the British Empire by Queen Elizabeth II. 
June 15, 1959  Madrigals (Part-Song Book) for chorus by Bohuslav Martinu (68) to traditional Moravian 
words is performed for the first time, in Brno. 
June 17, 1959  A London court finds the Daily Mirror and columnist William Connor guilty of libel 
and requires them to pay £8,000 to pianist Wladziu Valentino Liberace for implying that he is a 
homosexual. 
A Hand of Bridge, an opera by Samuel Barber (49) to words of Menotti (47), is performed for the first 
time, in Teatro Caio Melisso, Spoleto. 
Two songs by Charles Ives (†5) are performed for the first time, at Bennington College in Bennington, 
Vermont:  Nov. 2, 1920 (An Election), to his own words, and Romanzo (di Central Park) to words of 
Hunt. 
June 18, 1959  Mikes of the Mountains, a cantata for solo voices, chorus and instruments by Bohuslav 
Martinu (68) to words of Bures, is performed for the first time, in Prague. 
June 19, 1959  Big Four foreign ministers meeting in Geneva agree to recess until July 13.  After 41 
days of negotiation over Berlin and German reunification, it is one of the only things they have 
agreed upon. 
At ceremonies marking graduation from Moscow Conservatory, works by the diploma recipients are 
performed in the conservatory’s Bolshoy Hall.  Among them are a Symphony in Eb by Sofia 
Gubaidulina (27). 
June 20, 1959  At Mussoorie, India, the Dalai Lama accuses China of the persecution of the Tibetan 
people.  He challenges China to allow an international commission to visit Tibet to assess the 
situation.  He charges that 65,000 Tibetans have died since 1956, large numbers have been deported to 
China, 1,000 monasteries have been destroyed and 5,000 Chinese have been settled in Tibet. 
June 23, 1959  Sean Francis Lemass replaces Eamon de Valera as Prime Minister of Ireland. 
Klaus Fuchs is released from Wakefield Prison in Yorkshire after serving nine years of a 14 year 
sentence for passing nuclear secrets to the Soviet Union.  He goes to East Germany where he is 
granted citizenship. 
June 25, 1959  Eamon de Valera replaces Sean Thomas O’Kelly as president of Ireland. 
June 26,1959  Conservative veterans viciously beat Jean-Jacques Servan-Schreiber, editor of L’Express, 
as he speaks to a veterans group advocating a negotiated settlement in Algeria. 
Queen Elizabeth II and President Dwight Eisenhower dedicate the St. Lawrence Seaway at St. 
Lambert, Quebec.  The two with their spouses then cruise the seaway for five hours aboard the royal 
yacht Brittania. 
June 27, 1959  Suite no.2 for unaccompanied violin by Ernest Bloch (78) is performed for the first time, 
in Aldeburgh. 



Voters in Hawaii overwhelmingly approve statehood. 
June 29, 1959  The US Supreme Court rules that citizens may not be sacked by defense contractors 
simply because the government has labeled them a security risk. 
July 1, 1959  Anatomy of a Murder, a film with music by Duke Ellington (60), is released in the United 
States. 
A filmed version of Porgy and Bess with music by George Gershwin (†20) is released. 
July 4, 1959  The Crown Colony of the Cayman Islands is created by Great Britain as part of the 
Federation of the West Indies. 
The Galapagos Islands are made a national park by the government of Ecuador. 
Concerto grosso for winds by Heitor Villa-Lobos (72) is performed for the first time, in Pittsburgh. 
July 5, 1959  President Sukarno of Indonesia reinstitutes the 1945 constitution giving him virtually 
decree powers.  He dissolves the Constituent Assembly. 
Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion resigns when leftist members of his coalition withdraw support for 
him in a Knesset vote to approve arms sales to West Germany. 
July 11, 1959  Refrains and Choruses for woodwind quintet by Harrison Birtwistle (24) is performed for 
the first time, in Town Hall, Cheltenham. 
July 12, 1959  Four excerpts from Florestan do Amazonas, music from the film Green Mansions by Heitor 
Villa-Lobos (72), is performed for the first time, at Bear Mountain, New York.  This is the last 
appearance by Villa-Lobos as conductor. 
July 13, 1959  The Big Four foreign ministers resume their talks on Berlin and German reunification in 
Geneva after a recess of three weeks. 
St. Michael Sonata for 17 winds by Peter Maxwell Davies (24) is performed for the first time, in the 
Town Hall of Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, directed by the composer. 
July 14, 1959  500,000 US steelworkers strike against 28 companies making almost all of the nation’s 
steel.  The issues are wages, benefits and working conditions. 
The cruiser USS Long Beach is launched in Quincy, Massachusetts.  It is the first nuclear powered 
surface warship. 
Heitor Villa-Lobos (72) is awarded the Carlos Gomes medal in Rio de Janeiro. 
July 15, 1959  The 284-member Senate of the French Community is installed by President de Gaulle in 
Paris. 
Ernest Bloch dies in Good Samaritan Hospital, Portland, Oregon, of cancer, nine days before his 79th 
birthday.  His earthly remains will be cremated and kept by Mrs. Bloch until her death in 1963.  At 
that time, the two sets of ashes are spread over the Pacific Ocean. 
July 17, 1959  Mary Leakey finds Zinjanthropus in Olduvai Gorge.  It is dated at 1.75 million years 
old and rewrites man’s prehistory. 
Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro resigns saying he has “moral differences” with President Manuel 
Urrutia Lleo.  Later in the day, the president resigns and takes refuge with his family. 
Billie Holiday dies in New York. 
July 18, 1959  Osvaldo Dorticós Torrado is appointed President of Cuba by the cabinet. 
Sonata for cello and piano op.377 by Darius Milhaud (66) is performed for the first time, in 
Vancouver. 
July 21, 1959  Unable to form a new coalition, Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion announces he 
will remain until new elections. 
A federal judge in New York reverses the ban on Lady Chatterly’s Lover from the US Mail.  He holds 
that it is not obscene and constructing a rule to ban it would also mean the banning of a considerable 
part of the world’s literature. 
July 22, 1959  Missa brevis op.63 for boys’ chorus and organ by Benjamin Britten (45) is performed for 
the first time, in Westminster Cathedral. 



July 23, 1959  National Guard troops fire into demonstrating students in León, Nicaragua, killing 
four.  The United States ambassador calls the students communists. 
Symphony no.1 “Communique” by Ross Lee Finney (52) is performed for the first time, in Interlochen, 
Michigan. 
July 24, 1959  In Katmandu, King Mahendra opens the first elected parliament in the history of Nepal. 
The “Kitchen Debate” between Soviet General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev and US Vice-President 
Richard Nixon takes place in Sokolniki Park, Moscow at the American National Exhibition.  Before 
videotape cameras the two debate the accomplishments of the two countries and systems. 
July 26, 1959  Tapes of the Kitchen Debate of two days ago are broadcast on the three US television 
networks. 
Fidel Castro resumes his post as prime minister after resigning July 17. 
July 27, 1959  Nonet no.2 by Bohuslav Martinu (68) is performed for the first time, in Salzburg. 
July 30, 1959  President Sukarno of Indonesia creates a 45-member Provisional Supreme Advisory 
Council and a 77-member National Planning Council to realize his plans for “guided democracy.” 
The Spanish government creates the overseas province of Fernando Póo and Río Muni (Equatorial 
Guinea). 
Etude aux objets for tape by Pierre Schaeffer (48) is performed for the first time, in the Salle Gaveau, 
Paris. 
July 31, 1959  Cho Bong Am, twice the presidential candidate of the opposition Progressive Party, is 
hanged in Seoul.  He was accused of aiding North Korea. 
President Rajendra Prasad of India sacks the state government of Kerala and institutes direct 
presidential rule.  It was the only democratically elected Communist government in Asia. 
August 1, 1959  US Vice President Richard Nixon addresses the people of the Soviet Union in a 
television and radio speech from Moscow. 
August 2, 1959  The home of George Rayfield and his family in the Collins Park section of 
Wilmington, Delaware is destroyed by a bomb blast.  No one is home at the time.  Collins Park is all 
white.  The Rayfields are black.  It is the second time the house has been bombed. 
August 3, 1959  US President Eisenhower announces that he and Soviet leader Nikita Khrushev will 
visit each other’s countries before winter. 
August 4, 1959  The Kingdom of Laos declares a state of emergency in five provinces adjacent to 
North Vietnam because of attacks by Pathet Lao guerrillas. 
August 5, 1959  The foreign ministers of France, Great Britain, the USSR and the US, who have been 
meeting in Geneva off and on since May about Berlin and German unification, recess their conference 
indefinitely.  Little progress has been made. 
August 7, 1959  The Cuban government restores the right of habeas corpus. 
August 8, 1959  Bohuslav Martinu (68) enters a hospital in Liestal, Switzerland, suffering from 
stomach cancer. 
August 12, 1959  Four high schools in Little Rock open with small numbers of black students 
attending the traditionally white schools.  200-250 segregationists demonstrate at Çentral High School 
and police and firemen use batons and firehoses to hold them back. 
August 13, 1959  A plane carrying ten counterrevolutionaries from the Dominican Republic is tricked 
into landing at Trinidad Airport in Las Villas Province.  A gun battle ensues after which the ten are 
captured.  The pilot is found to be Lt. Col. José Antonio Soto, responsible for flying the dictator 
Fulgencio Batista to safety in the Dominican Republic. 
August 14, 1959  Music for Merce Cunningham by Christian Wolff (25) is performed for the first time, 
to a dance by the dedicatee, at Connecticut College for Women, New London. 
August 15, 1959  Blacks begin four days of rioting against apartheid policies throughout Natal. 
August 16, 1959  Jordan and the UAR reestablish diplomatic relations. 



Wanda Landowska dies in Lakeville, Connecticut at the age of 80. 
August 17, 1959  The USSR charges that Laos has violated its neutrality agreement by allowing the 
presence of US military personnel in the country. 
August 19, 1959  Officials of the Baghdad Pact in Ankara announce that the organization’s name is 
changed from the Middle East Treaty Oganization to the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO). 
August 20, 1959  An interview appears in the Greek daily Ta Nea in which Mikis Theodorakis (34) 
attacks his country’s musical establishment, “they inevitably drive backwards every aspect of our 
musical life.” 
Former Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista arrives in Lisbon from the Dominican Republic where he 
has been granted asylum by the fascist dictatorship. 
August 21, 1959  Hawaii becomes the 50th state of the United States in a ceremony at the White 
House. 
August 22, 1959  The New York Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Leonard Bernstein (40), 
begins a tour of the Soviet Union with a concert at Tchaikovsky Conservatory, Moscow. 
August 24, 1959  A new political party, the Kenya Independence Movement, is formed in Nairobi led 
by Tom Mboya.  They aim for the release of Jomo Kenyatta and the equality of whites and blacks. 
Over the last week, 1,300 black women have been arrested in anti-apartheid rioting in Natal Province. 
August 25, 1959  Pathet Lao forces are reported within 60 km from the royal capital, Luang Prabang. 
Zyklus no.9 for solo percussionist by Karlheinz Stockhausen (31) is performed for the first time, in 
Darmstadt. 
August 26, 1959  The US announces it will not test any more nuclear weapons for the rest of the year. 
August 28, 1959  7:30 p.m.  Bohuslav Martinu dies of stomach cancer in Liestal, Switzerland, aged 68 
years, eight months and 20 days. 
Transición II for piano, percussion and two tapes by Mauricio Kagel (27) is performed for the first 
time, in Darmstadt. 
August 29, 1959  Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru of India informs Parliament of continuing cases of 
aggression and border crossings by Chinese troops. 
Concertante IV for violin, piano and chamber orchestra by Charles Wuorinen (21) is performed for the 
first time, in Bennington, Vermont. 
August 30, 1959  Heitor Villa-Lobos (72) enters Hospital dos Estrangeiros in Rio de Janeiro suffering 
from kidney failure. 
September 1, 1959  The mortal remains of Bohuslav Martinu are laid to rest in Switzerland.  See 
August 27, 1979. 
September 2, 1959  Concerto for piano and orchestra by Bruno Maderna (39) is performed for the first 
time, in Darmstadt.  His first piano concerto, from 1942, has been lost. 
Composition for Orchestra no.2 (Diario polacco “58) by Luigi Nono (35) is performed for the first time, in 
Darmstadt. 
Unable to cure his kidney ailment, doctors release Heitor Villa-Lobos (72) from hospital in Rio de 
Janeiro.  He goes to the family home of his companion, Arminda Neves de Almeida. 
September 4, 1959  The government of Laos appeals to the UN to send a force immediately to deal 
with Pathet Lao guerrillas reportedly supported by North Vietnam. 
The American National Exhibition closes in Sokolniki Park, Moscow.  An estimated 2,700,000 people 
saw the exhibit since its opening in July. 
Musik für sieben Instrumente by Isang Yun (41) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
September 5, 1959  A state of emergency is declared in Laos in the face of guerrilla attacks in the 
northern provinces. 
Otto Luening (59) marries his second wife, Catherine Johnson Brunson at her family home in Elba, 
Alabama.  She is a pianist and musicologist at Columbia University. 



September 6, 1959  Five Pieces for piano by Isang Yun (41) is performed for the first time, in Bilthoven. 
September 7, 1959  Three bombs explode in Little Rock at targets connected with the schools and city 
government.  No one is injured. 
On Independence Day, Heitor Villa-Lobos (72) attends a concert for the last time, in the Teatro 
Municipal, Rio de Janeiro.  He hears his Magnificat Aleluia. 
September 9, 1959  The Dalai Lama cables UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld, asking the 
intervention of the United Nations in Tibet in view of the crimes against humanity. 
Great Britain grants internal self-government to Brunei. 
September 14, 1959  The Soviet space probe Luna 2 crashes into the Moon east of the Sea of Serenity.  
It is the first man-made object to reach another celestial body. 
The first, third and fourth movements of Symphony no.1 by Henryk Górecki (25) are performed for the 
first time, in Warsaw.  See July 15, 1963. 
September 15, 1959  Regular television service begins in India with broadcasts originating in Delhi. 
Heinrich Lübke replaces Theodor Heuss as president of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev lands at Andrews Air Force Base near Washington, beginning 
the first visit of a Soviet leader to the United States.  He is welcomed by President Eisenhower.  
Khrushchev will stay until September 27.  As soon as he left Moscow, the USSR ceased jamming 
broadcasts by the Voice of America. 
September 16, 1959  On French and Algerian television and radio, President Charles de Gaulle 
explains his plan for ending the conflict in Algeria.  He offers Algerians a plebiscite with three 
choices, integration into France, internal autonomy with France the sovereign power, or 
independence (which he calls incredible and disasterous). 
The Xerox 914 copier is first demonstrated publicly in New York.  It is the first copier that does not 
need special paper. 
L’usignolo dell’imperatore, a pantomime by Hans Werner Henze (33) to a scenario by di Majo, after 
Andersen, is performed for the first time, at Teatro La Fenice, Venice. 
September 17, 1959  The rocket-powered airplane X-15 makes its first powered flight piloted by Scott 
Crossfield, landing at Edwards Air Force Base, California. 
Strophes for soprano, speaker and ten instruments by Krzysztof Penderecki (25) to words of 
Menander, Sophocles, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Omar Khayyam, is performed for the first time, in 
Warsaw. 
September 18, 1959  French conservatives in Algeria denounce the de Gaulle plan and demand 
immediate integration with France. 
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, speaking at the UN in New York, calls for complete 
disarmament of all countries within four years. 
September 19, 1959  Nikita Khrushchev lands in Los Angeles from New York for meetings with film 
industry executives.  At a civic dinner, Mayor Norris Poulson makes a speech critical of Khrushchev 
and the General Secretary responds in kind.  He is then given a tour of 20th Century Fox studios 
where the movie Can-Can is being filmed.  He remarks to reporters that the dance is “immoral.”  “A 
person’s face is more beautiful than her backside.” 
September 20, 1959  General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev travels by train from Los Angeles to San 
Francisco where he is given a much warmer welcome than in Los Angeles.  He meets with seven 
American labor leaders and engages them in a heated debate. 
September 21, 1959  The British government makes public a constitution granted by Queen Elizabeth 
II to Basutoland. 
A reduction for cello and piano of the Cello Concerto no.1 by Dmitri Shostakovich (52) is performed 
for the first time, at the USSR Composers’ Club, Moscow by Mstislav Rostropovich and the 
composer.  See October 4, 1959. 



The fifth and sixth of the Six Orchestral Songs from Das Marienleben by Paul Hindemith (63) are 
performed for the first time, in Copenhagen.  See August 13, 1939. 
September 22, 1959  Josef Matthias Hauer dies in Vienna, aged 76 years, six months and three days. 
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev travels from San Francisco to Des Moines where he is given an 
enthusiastic welcome and tours a farm machinery company and a meat packing plant. 
September 23, 1959  General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev travels to a corn farm near Coon City, 
Iowa, and the University of Iowa at Ames.  In the evening he arrives in Pittsburgh where he is 
greeted by the mayor. 
Herbert von Karajan conducts a performance of Olivier Messiaen’s (50) Réveil des oiseaux in Berlin, in 
the presence of the composer.  Karajan admits he does not understand the music and conducts 
without a score.  It is not well received by the audience.  Mustering the courage to go backstage, the 
composer finds the conductor elated.  He hugs Messiaen and says “Thank you--at last, thanks to you, 
my first scandal!” 
Allez-Hop for mezzo-soprano, eight mimes, dancers and orchestra by Luciano Berio (33) to words of 
Calvino, is performed for the first time, in Venice. 
September 24, 1959  General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev tours Pittsburgh to friendly crowds and a 
steel plant, one of the few not closed by the ongoing steel strike.  He then ends his tour by returning 
to Washington. 
September 25, 1959  Prime Minister Solomon West Ridgeway Dias Bandaranaike of Ceylon is shot by 
Talduwe Somarama Thero, a Buddhist monk, in Colombo.  The reason seems to be that Bandaranaike 
supported increased use of western medicine in Ceylon’s hospitals, in opposition to Ayur-Vedic 
medicine practiced by Thero. 
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev meets with President Eisenhower at Camp David near 
Washington. 
Conversations for string quintet and jazz quartet by Gunther Schuller (33) is performed for the first 
time, in Town Hall, New York, the composer conducting. 
September 26, 1959  Typhoon Vera comes ashore at the Kansai Region of Honshu, with 260 kph 
winds.  Over 5,000 people are killed, today and tomorrow, with 39,000 people injured.  It is the 
strongest typhoon to hit Japan in recorded history. 
Prime Minister Solomon West Ridgeway Dias Bandaranaike of Ceylon dies of his wounds suffered 
yesterday and is replaced by Wijayananda Dahanayake. 
Piano Sonata by Hans Werner Henze (33) is performed for the first time, in Berlin. 
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev departs Andrews Air Force base near Washington for Moscow 
after a 13-day visit to the United States.  East-West relations are not materially advanced. 
September 29, 1959  A map showing the extent of Chinese territorial claims on India is produced in 
New Delhi.  It affects the entire 4,000 km Himalayan frontier and constitutes 100,000 sq km. 
The earthly remains of Josef Matthias Hauer are laid to rest in Dornbach Cemetery, Vienna. 
Sechs Motetten nach Worten von Franz Kafka for chorus by Ernst Krenek (59) is performed for the first 
time, at Berlin Conservatory. 
October 2, 1959  Refrain no.11 for three players by Karlheinz Stockhausen (31) is performed for the 
first time, in Berlin as part of the first ever all-Stockhausen concert.  Cornelius Cardew (23) plays 
celesta. 
October 4, 1959  Cello Concerto no.1 op.107 by Dmitri Shostakovich (53) is performed for the first 
time, in the Leningrad Philharmonic Bolshoy Hall.  See September 21, 1959. 
October 6, 1959  The Soviet Union announces that Lunik III, launched two days ago, has passed 
around the Moon. 
A committee of the US House of Representatives open hearings into charges of fraud in televised 
quiz shows. 



October 7, 1959  The dark side of the Moon is photographed for the first time, by the Soviet space 
probe Lunik III. 
Five gunmen attack a car carrying Iraqi Premier Abdul Karim el-Kassem as it travels through 
Baghdad.  The driver and one attacker are killed.  Kassem is hit by three bullets but survives. 
October 8, 1959  National elections in Great Britain result in a victory for the ruling Conservative 
Party with an increased majority. 
October 9, 1959  Psalms of David for chorus, percussion, keyboard and double basses by Krzysztof 
Penderecki (25) is performed for the first time, in Kraków. 
October 10, 1959  Incidental music to Ardrey’s play Tower of Solitude by Henryk Górecki (25) is 
performed for the first time, in Katowice. 
October 11, 1959  An offer by the French government to the FLN Algerian rebels to negotiate a cease 
fire is made public. 
Introduction and Allegro for orchestra by T.J. Anderson (31) is performed for the first time, in 
Oklahoma City. 
October 12, 1959  The US Supreme Court upholds an appeals court decision that the conviction of 
Robert Lee Goldsby was invalid.  Goldsby was tried in a Mississippi county where more than half the 
population is black, but there are no black voters.  Jurors are chosen from voter registration lists in 
Mississippi.  The state has eight months from today to retry Goldsby in a constitutional manner. 
October 16, 1959  Socialist Senator François Mitterand escapes unharmed when his car is struck by 
bullets from right-wing attackers in Paris. 
String Quartet no.17 by Heitor Villa-Lobos (72) is performed for the first time, in Washington. 
October 17, 1959  Variations on a Slovak Folk Song for cello and piano by Bohuslav Martinu (†0) is 
performed for the first time, in Prague. 
Igor Stravinsky’s (77) Epitaphium für das Grabmal des Prinzen Max Egon zu Fürstenberg, for flute, 
clarinet and harp, is performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen, conducted by Pierre Boulez 
(34).  Also premiered is Boulez’ Tombeau for soprano and orchestra. 
October 19, 1959  He is There for unison chorus and orchestra by Charles Ives (†5) to his own words is 
performed for the first time, in the Norwalk High School Auditorium, Norwalk, Connecticut. 
The Miracle Worker, a play by William Gibson, opens on Broadway. 
October 20, 1959  Chinese troops patrolling 65 km inside the Indian border in southern Ladakh kill 
nine Indian policemen and capture ten others. 
The government of Pakistan begins its move from Karachi to Rawalpindi. 
October 21, 1959  The United Nations General Assembly votes 45-9-28 to deplore the events in Tibet 
and calls for the restoration of the civil and religious rights of Tibetans. 
The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum opens in New York in a building designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 
Major Huberto Matos is arrested by Cuban government agents after he resigned in protest over too 
much communist influence in the new regime. 
October 22, 1959  Dmitri Shostakovich (53) and five other Soviet musical luminaries begin a tour of 
seven American cities as part of a cultural exchange program sponsored by the United States State 
Department.  They will be in US until November 21. 
Igor Stravinsky (77) suffers what might be a second stroke, in Bologna.  In the evening he conducts 
half of an orchestral program 
October 23, 1959  Three New England Sketches by Walter Piston (65) is performed for the first time, in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 
Eagles, a symphonic poem by Ned Rorem, is performed for the first time, in Philadelphia on the 
composer’s 36th birthday. 



October 24, 1959  Symphony no.7 op.80 by Vincent Persichetti (44) is performed for the first time, in St. 
Louis. 
October 27, 1959  The Moscow newspapers Pravda and Izvestia print the first publicly available 
photograph of the other side of the Moon, taken by Lunik III on October 7. 
A Pacific hurricane strikes the Mexican state of Colima killing over 1,000 people with torrential rains 
which cause deadly mud slides. 
Harmonica Concerto by Heitor Villa-Lobos (72) is performed for the first time, in Edison Hall, 
Jerusalem. 
October 28, 1959  Love Propitiated, a revision of Panifilo and Lauretta, an opera by Carlos Chávez (60) to 
words of Kallman after Boccaccio, is performed for the first time, in Mexico City.  See May 9, 1957, 
May 21, 1963 and July 26, 1968. 
October 29, 1959  G.D. Searle Company requests approval from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration to use their Enovid (a drug used to treat menstrual disorders) as a contraceptive. 
Suite for flute and orchestra op.129 by Florent Schmitt (†1) is performed for the first time, in Paris. 
October 30, 1959  Anti-white rioting takes place today and tomorrow in Stanleyville, Belgian Congo.  
At least 20 people are killed. 
The US agrees to withdraw from its bases in Morocco. 
Symphony no.2 by Roberto Gerhard (63) is performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, London. 
String Quintet by Ross Lee Finney (52) is performed for the first time, at the Library of Congress, 
Washington. 
October 31, 1959  West Nigeria Television begins broadcasting from Ibadan.  It is the first television 
station in Africa. 
A former US Marine named Lee Harvey Oswald of Ft. Worth, Texas informs the US embassy in 
Moscow that he has applied for citizenship in the USSR. 
November 2, 1959  Four-and-a-half months after graduating from Moscow Conservatory, Sofia 
Gubaidulina (28) gives birth to a daughter, Nadia. 
Testifying before a subcommittee of the US House of Representatives, Charles van Doren admitted 
that he had the questions in advance for the NBC quiz show Twenty-One.  He is one of many 
witnesses who testify that several game shows on US television have been rigged. 
November 3, 1959  Elections to the Israeli Knesset produce gains for the leading Mapai Party of Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion. 
President de Gaulle announces his intentions to withdraw from the NATO integrated command. 
On Independence Day, Panamanians attempt a symbolic “invasion” of the Canal Zone to plant their 
flag.  They are prevented by US police.  Rock throwing by Panamanians is answered by tear gas.  US 
troops are called out and the Panamanians respond by attacking US interests in Panama City.  About 
80 people are injured. 
One, Two, Buckle My Shoe for oboe, clarinet, violin and cello by Irving Fine (44) is performed for the 
first time, in a documentary broadcast over the airwaves of WGBH-TV in Boston. 
November 4, 1959  The French government announces its intention to conduct atomic weapons 
testing in the Sahara unless the US, UK and USSR “renounce their nuclear armament.” 
November 5, 1959  A Pearl River County, Mississippi grand jury adjourns without indicting anyone 
for the lynching of a black man last May, in spite of the fact the FBI provided the state with a 378-
page report naming at least twelve possible suspects. 
Ulysses Kay’s (42) Serenade no.2 for four horns is performed for the first time, at the University of 
Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. 
November 6, 1959  A UN committee investigating the situation in Laos finds no clear evidence of 
intervention in the country by North Vietnam. 



String Quartet no.2 by Ulysses Kay (42) is performed for the first time, at the University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana. 
November 7, 1959  Turkish opposition leader Osman Bolukbasi is sentenced to seven months in jail 
and four months house arrest for “insulting Parliament.” 
A US Supreme Court ruling upholds an injunction under the Taft-Hartley law requiring striking 
steelworkers to go back to work.  They comply.  The strike has been going on for almost four months. 
Vortex, founded in the Morrison Planetarium on May 28, 1957, moves its popular mixture of music 
and images to the San Francisco Museum of Art. 
November 10, 1959  The British government in Kenya declares that the Mau Mau rebellion is over 
and ends the state of emergency. 
Dance Preludes for chamber orchestra by Witold Lutoslawski (46) is performed for the first time, in 
Louny, Czechoslovakia.  See February 15, 1955. 
November 11, 1959  Symphony no.3 by Charles Wuorinen (21) is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York. 
November 12, 1959  Belgian authorities declare a state of emergency in Ruanda-Urundi because of 
ongoing violence between Hutus and Tutsis. 
An Israeli offer to negotiate the refugee question and all other Arab-Israeli disputes is rebuffed by the 
Saudi ambassador to the UN saying, “there is nothing to negotiate.” 
November 13, 1959  Chamber Music no.1 for clarinet, violin, viola, cello , harp and piano by Bohuslav 
Martinu (†0) is performed for the first time, in Braunschweig. 
Symphony no.2 by Ross Lee Finney (52) is performed for the first time, in Philadelphia. 
November 14, 1959  China repatriates the ten Indian policemen it captured and the bodies of the nine 
policemen it killed on October 20. 
A record depth of 5,600 meters is reached by Andreas Rechnitzer and Jacques Piccard in the 
bathyscaphe Trieste in the Mariana Trench off Guam. 
The Dounreay Fast Reactor begins producing electricity in Dounreay, Scotland.  It is the first breeder 
reactor. 
Antiphony for Divided Orchestra by Henry Cowell (62) is performed for the first time, in Temple B’nai 
Jehuda, Kansas City, Missouri. 
November 15, 1959  An episode of the CBS television program The Twentieth Century entitled “The 
Fall of China” with music by Ulysses Kay (42) is shown for the first time, over the network. 
A television program called “Aaron Copland meets the Soviet Composers” is shown for the first time, 
over the airwaves of WGBH television in Boston.  It is a discussion between Copland (59), Nicholas 
Slonimsky, five visiting Soviet composers, including Dmitri Shostakovich (53), and the Soviet 
musicologist Boris Yarustovsky. 
November 16, 1959  The Sound of Music by Rogers and Hammerstein opens in the Lunt-Fontanne 
Theater, New York. 
Four Songs by Virgil Thomson (62) are performed for the first time, in Carnegie Recital Hall, New 
York, the composer at the piano:  the Holly and the Ivy to traditional words, Remember Adam’s Fall to 
anonymous 15th century words, At the Spring to words of Fisher and Look, How the Floor of Heaven to 
words of Shakespeare. 
November 17, 1959  3:55 pm  Heitor Villa-Lobos dies at his apartment on Rua Araújo Porto Alegre, 
Rio de Janeiro, of uremia, aged 72 years, eight months and twelve days.   
Requiescat for chorus and orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola (55) to words of Wilde, Joyce and the Bible 
is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Norddeutscher Rundfunk, originating in 
Hamburg. 
Domine, Domine noster op.119 for chorus and organ by Florent Schmitt (†1) to words of he Psalms, is 
performed for the first time, in the Church of the Madeleine, Paris. 



Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play Richard II by Peter Maxwell Davies (25) is performed for the 
first time, in the Old Vic Theater, London. 
Sonata for violin and piano by Leslie Bassett (36) is performed for the first time, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
November 18, 1959  Attended by President Juscelino Kubitschek de Oliveira and other dignitaries, 
the mortal remains of Heitor Villa-Lobos are laid to rest in Cemitério São João Batista in the Botafogo 
section of Rio de Janeiro. 
November 19, 1959  The Ford Motor Company announces that it is discontinuing production of the 
Edsel due to low sales and the steel shortage.  In the 26 months since its introduction, only 110,000 
have been sold. 
Concerto for violin with percussion orchestra by Lou Harrison (42) is performed for the first time, in 
Carnegie Hall, New York. 
November 20, 1959  Olafur Thors replaces Emil Jonsson as prime minister of Iceland. 
Representatives of Austria, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK sign an 
agreement in Stockholm to create the European Free Trade Association. 
The Belgian Parliament votes to approve eventual independence for the Ruanda-Urundi territory. 
The UN General Assembly votes unanimously to support a joint US-USSR proposal for disarmament. 
Francis Poulenc (60) receives a cable from Leonard Bernstein (41) and David Keiser, music director 
and president of the New York Philharmonic inviting him to composer a major work for the 
inaugural season of Philharmonic Hall at Lincoln Center.  He will accept. 
Governor John Patterson of Alabama signs measures into law designed to limit black voter 
registration in his state. 
November 21, 1959  Iridescent Rondo in Old Modes for accordion by Henry Cowell (62) is performed 
for the first time, in Carnegie Recital Hall, New York. 
November 22, 1959  Hausmusik for seven different chamber combinations by Ernst Krenek (59) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of RIAS, Berlin. 
November 23, 1959  Roger Sessions’ (62) String Quintet is performed completely for the first time, in 
New York. 
November 24, 1959  James Joyce Songs op.74, a cycle for voice and piano by Vincent Persichetti (44), is 
performed for the first time, in Fleischer Auditorium, Philadelphia. 
November 25, 1959  The French Senate votes to strip Senator François Mitterand of his parliamentary 
immunity and allow prosecution of charges he obstructed an investigation into an allegedly fake 
attempt on his life last month. 
Five Songs for soprano and piano by Witold Lutoslawski (46) to words of Illakowicz are performed 
for the first time, in Katowice.  See February 12, 1960. 
Investigations for tape by Pierre Henry (31) is performed for the first time, at the Galerie internationale 
d’art contemporain in Paris. 
November 26, 1959  Ernesto Guevara is placed in charge of the National Bank of Cuba. 
November 27, 1959  30,000 people protesting the Japan-US security treaty enter the grounds of the 
Diet in Tokyo and battle with about 5,000 police.  Hundreds of thousands demonstrate elsewhere in 
the country.  462 people are injured. 
The first of the Four Last Songs for voice and piano by Ralph Vaughan Williams (†1) to words of his 
wife Ursula Vaughan Williams, are performed for the first time, in London.  See August 3, 1960. 
Seven Studies on Themes of Paul Klee for orchestra by Gunther Schuller (34) is performed for the first 
time, in Minneapolis. 
November 28, 1959  Three Chinese Lyrics for soprano and two violins by Ben Johnston (33) to words of 
Li Po (translated by Pound) is performed for the first time, at Donnell Library, New York.  Also 
premiered is Johnston’s Nine Variations for string quartet. 



November 30, 1959  On the anniversary of independence from Spain, Panamanians attempt to enter 
the Canal Zone again, throwing rocks at US troops.  Prevented from entering, they turn their anger 
again on US interests in Panama City. 
December 1, 1959  Twelve nations sign a treaty in Washington designed to protect the ecological 
safety of Antarctica.  The continent is set aside as a military-free scientific area. 
The first photograph of Earth taken from space is snapped by a camera mounted on a Thor missle 
launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida.  The camera will not be recovered until next February 16 in 
the Bahamas. 
December 2, 1959  LaMonte Young (24) begins a series of “Noon Concerts” for the University of 
California at Berkeley music department.  They feature contemporary composers, including John 
Cage (47) and himself.  Vision, a theater and music piece by Young is performed for the first time.  
Musicians are separated spatially and the performance takes place in the dark.  Among the 
performers is Terry Riley (24). 
December 4, 1959  Pu-Yi, the last Manchu emperor, is granted a pardon along with 32 other war 
criminals. 
December 5, 1959  The UN General Assembly votes to accept July 1, 1960 as independence day for 
Italian Somaliland and April 27, 1960 for French Togoland. 
December 6, 1959  Piano Quintet no.2 by Ernest Bloch (79) is performed for the first time, in Town 
Hall, New York. 
December 9, 1959  Legend, a symphonic poem by Andrew Imbrie (38) is performed for the first time, 
in San Francisco. 
December 11, 1959  Oedipus der Tyrann, a funeral play by Carl Orff (64) to words of Sopocles 
(translated by Hölderlin), is performed for the first time, in the Württembergisches Staatstheater, 
Stuttgart. 
December 12, 1959  Speaking in St. Louis, Senegal, French President Charles de Gaulle says that he 
intends to turn the French Community into an association of sovereign states. 
December 13, 1959  The first presidential elections in Cyprus give the office to Archbishop Makarios. 
Mela/Fair for orchestra by Henry Cowell (62) is performed for the first time, in a radio broadcast from 
New Delhi. 
December 14, 1959  Dr. Willar Uphaus is committed to prison for no more than one year in Concord, 
New Hampshire, for refusing to divulge the names of people attending meetings of World 
Fellowship, Inc. in Conway, NH. 
December 15, 1959  21 former officers in the revolutionary army of Cuba are found guilty of treason 
in Havana, including Hubert Matos, a close military aide to Fidel Castro.  Matos is given 20 years in 
prison, the others receive sentences ranging from two to seven years.  13 others are acquitted. 
Blue Flame, an opera by Alan Hovhaness (48), is performed for the first time, in San Antonio. 
December 17, 1959  King Baudouin of Belgium begins a two-week tour of the Belgian Congo in 
Stanleyville.  Large crowds demand independence and the release of Patrice Lumumba. 
Berry Gordy, Jr. founds Motown Records in Detroit. 
December 18, 1959  Zoltán Kodály (77) marries his 19-year-old student, Sarolta Péczely. 
UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld protests to UAR President Gamal Abdel Nasser that he 
has violated an agreement to allow Israeli cargo through the Suez Canal if it is on ships of other 
nations.  The Egyptians yesterday refused to allow a Greek ship carrying Israeli cement through the 
canal. 
December 20, 1959  In a memorable evening in New York, Igor Stravinsky (77) conducts a 
performance of his Les Noces.  The four pianists are Roger Sessions (62), Aaron Copland (59), Samuel 
Barber (49) and Lukas Foss (37).  Premiered this evening is Stravinsky’s (76) Double Canon for string 
quartet. 



Miracles of Christmas for chorus and organ by Ned Rorem (36) to words of Jacob is performed for the 
first time, in Garden City Community Church, Long Island, New York. 
December 21, 1959  A report by the US Food and Drug Administration finds substantial amounts of 
DDT and chlorine pesticides in milk sold in eleven large cities. 
December 23, 1959  Alfred Krupp industries agrees to pay 5,000 marks compensation to every Jewish 
slave laborer who worked at a Krupp facility during the Third Reich. 
December 25, 1959  Swastikas and anti-Jewish grafitti are painted on a synagogue in Cologne, West 
Germany.  It begins a month of similar incidents throughout western Europe and the United States. 
December 26, 1959  Fantasy Quartet for four cellos by Gunther Schuller (34) is performed for the first 
time, in New York. 
December 27, 1959  Citizens of the Wallis and Futuna Islands vote to become French Overseas 
Territories. 
December 28, 1959  King Baudouin of Belgium arrives in Léopoldville, Belgian Congo and again is 
protested by large crowds. 
December 29, 1959  US President Eisenhower refuses to renew the unilateral ban on atomic testing. 
Beginning today through January 4, representatives of seven nations sign the European Free Trade 
Association in ceremonies in each nation’s capital.  The members of the “Outer 7” are Austria, 
Denmark, Great Britain, Norway, Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland. 
December 30, 1959  The governments of France, the UK, USSR and US agree to a summit meeting to 
take place in Paris next May 16. 
The French National Assembly approves a measure to lift the ban on state aid to Roman Catholic 
schools. 
December 31, 1959  Members of the outlawed Union of Cameroon Peoples attack the airport at 
Yaoundé.  At least 30 are killed by government troops. 
Contours for orchestra by Gunther Schuller (34) is performed for the first time, in Cincinnati, the 
composer conducting. 
January 1, 1960  Indonesia bans all resident aliens from living in certain cities and trading in rural 
areas.  The decree is aimed at the Chinese minority in the country. 
The Republic of Cameroon is declared independent of France under President Ahmadou Babatoura 
Ahidjo.  Cameroon was a UN trusteeship territory. 
The British Virgin Islands are separated from the Leeward Islands Colony and made a separate 
colony. 
January 2, 1960  Concertino for jazz quartet and orchestra by Gunther Schuller (34) is performed for 
the first time, in Baltimore. 
Symphony no.4 by Roger Sessions (63), commissioned to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the State of 
Minnesota, is performed for the first time, in Minneapolis. 
January 3, 1960  The Moscow State Symphony becomes the first Soviet orchestra to perform in the 
United States, in Carnegie Hall, New York. 
January 4, 1960  After four days of meetings in New Delhi, India and Pakistan announce preliminary 
agreement of financial disputes arising from the partition of 1947. 
Albert Camus is killed in an automobile accident in Villeblerin, France.  He is 46 years old. 
January 5, 1960  Poems for Tables, Chairs and Benches by Lamonte Young (24) is performed for the first 
time, at the University of California at Berkeley. 
January 6, 1960  A five year ban on political parties in Iraq is lifted. 
A federal judge in Atlanta orders a restaurant at Atlanta International Airport to stop discriminating 
against blacks. 
January 7, 1960  Donald Walsh and Jacques Piccard aboard the bathyscaph Trieste reach a new depth 
record of over 7,300 meters 100 km southeast of Guam. 



Ned Rorem’s (36) Trio for flute, cello and piano is performed for the first time, in Pittsburgh. 
January 8, 1960  10,000 youth members of the Christian Democratic and Social Democratic parties 
hold a rally in West Berlin to protest recent anti-Semitic vandalism. 
January 9, 1960  Northern Rhodesian leader Kenneth Kaunda is released from prison by the British. 
January 10, 1960  Damodaram Sanjivayya becomes chief minister of Andhra Pradesh.  He is the first 
Untouchable to lead an Indian state. 
Movements for piano and orchestra by Igor Stravinsky (77) is performed for the first time, at Town 
Hall, New York, under the baton of the composer.  On the same program is the premiere of 
Stravinsky’s Tres sacrae cantiones, an arrangement for chorus of three sacred works by Carlo Gesualdo 
(†346). 
January 11, 1960  India and Pakistan announce agreement of disputes over their western border. 
Governor S. Ernest Vandiver of Georgia announces that he will deny state funds to any school 
districts that desegregates. 
The Supreme Court of Delaware rules that private restaurants are not required to serve blacks. 
January 12, 1960  The British governor of Kenya ends emergency powers instituted in 1952 in the face 
of the Mau Mau rebellion. 
January 13, 1960  President Sukarno of Indonesia decrees that he has the power to dissolve political 
parties. 
January 14, 1960  Incidental music to Newton’s theater piece Cuthbert Bound by Lejaren Hiller (36) is 
performed for the first time, at the University of Illinois, Urbana. 
January 15, 1960  The Supreme Soviet of the USSR approves a cut of 1,200,000 men in the country’s 
armed forces. 
Spectra for orchestra by Gunther Schuller (34) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, New 
York.  It was performed privately yesterday in Carnegie Hall. 
January 18, 1960  Great Britain decides to delay the proclamation of independence for Cyprus from 
February 19 to one month later.  An impasse has developed over the size of British military bases on 
the island. 
Suddeutsche Zeitung of Munich publishes an interview with Major General Jacques Massu, French 
civil and military administrator of the Algiers region.  He is quoted as saying the French army no 
longer supports President de Gaulle and does not understand his Algeria policy. 
Agreement between the USSR and the UAR on Soviet funding of the second stage of the Aswan High 
Dam is made public. 
Variationen über ein karibisches Thema for orchestra by Werner Egk (58) is performed for the first time, 
in Freiburg, conducted by the composer. 
January 19, 1960  Major General Jacques Massu, French commander for the Algiers region, is 
summoned to Paris to explain the newspaper interview of yesterday. 
January 20, 1960  China completes ratification of a treaty with Indonesia requiring Chinese residents 
of Indonesia to choose citizenship in either country, but not both. 
The Soviet Union begins a series of ICBM tests from its territory into the mid-Pacific Ocean. 
Major General Jacques Massu publicly reaffirms his loyalty and confidence in President Charles de 
Gaulle and the French command in Algeria.  Prime Minister Michel Debré announces that President 
de Gaulle’s policies in Algeria will continue as planned. 
A round-table conference on the future of the Belgian Congo opens in Brussels, chaired by Prime 
Minister Gaston Eyskens. 
Entité for tape by Pierre Henry (32) is performed for the first time,at the Galerie internationale d’art 
contemporain in Paris. 



January 21, 1960  Former Prime Minister of France Georges Bidault is forbidden from flying from to 
Algeria to make a series of speeches against President de Gaulle’s Algeria policies.  He is leader of the 
Rally for a French Algeria. 
La Bocca della Veritá  for oboe and piano by George Rochberg (41) is performed for the first time, in 
Philadelphia. 
January 22, 1960  Major General Jacques Massu is replaced as commander of the Algiers region by Lt. 
General Jean Crepin. 
January 23, 1960  1:06 pm.  Jacques Picard and Donald Walsh reach the ocean floor at a depth of 10.9 
km aboard the bathyscaph Trieste 400 km southwest of Guam.  They find abundant life at that depth.  
It is a depth record which still stands. 
January 24, 1960  About 2,500 European extremists fire on security forces trying to remove them after 
an anti-de Gaulle rally in the Algiers Forum.  Barricades go up, beginning a week of rioting in Algiers 
against President De Gaulle’s policy of self-determination for Algeria and his removal of General 
Massu.  24 people are killed, dozens injured.  A state of siege is declared in Algiers by French 
commander General Maurice Challe. 
January 25, 1960  French troops seal off Algiers and surround the barricaded insurgents. 
Joseph Kasavubu walks out of the round-table conference in Brussels on the future of the Congo.  He 
demands that the conference become a constitutional convention.  Minister for the Congo Auguste de 
Schryver announces that Patrice Lumumba will be freed from jail to take part in the conference. 
January 26, 1960  15 members of the French National Assembly representing Algiers fly to Paris in 
support of the rebellion.  Prime Minister Michel Debré broadcasts an appeal to Algeria for the rebels 
to lay down their arms.  He pledges that Algeria will remain French soil. 
A week of border skirmishes and dogfights begin between Israeli and UAR forces on the Syrian front.  
Some soldiers, probably less than ten, are killed. 
January 27, 1960  A broad spectrum of political groups in the French National Assembly express their 
support for the Algeria policies of President de Gaulle. 
Delegates to the round-table conference in Brussels accept a date of no later than June 30 for the 
independence of the Belgian Congo. 
Two Books of Study for Pianists by Cornelius Cardew (23) is performed for the first time, at Conway 
Hall in London. 
January 28, 1960  China and Burma sign a treaty of friendship and non-agression which resolves 
border questions between the two countries. 
In the face of continued rebel resistance and unsure about the loyalty of their troops, French 
commanders Paul Delouvrier and Maurice Challe move their headquarters from Algiers to Reghaia, a 
former US Air Force base.  Delegate General Delouvrier broadcasts an appeal to all citizens in Algeria 
to support President de Gaulle.  French police begin raids on conservative and fascist groups within 
France. 
Negotiations in London for the independence of Cyprus collapse over the size of British bases on the 
island. 
January 29, 1960  Charles de Gaulle addresses his countryment on television and radio.  He makes no 
concessions to the extremists in Algeria.  The speech moves wavering army officers to the 
government’s side.  French positions around the rebel perimiter in Algiers are reinforced. 
January 30, 1960  Rebels in Algiers reject the surrender demands of the French government. 
January 31, 1960  Fresh troops, whose loyalty is unquestioned, enter Algiers and take up positions 
against the rebels. 
Lullaby for solo voices and chorus by Michael Tippett (55) to words of Yeats is performed for the first 
time, in Victoria and Albert Museum, London. 



Three works by Silvestre Revueltas (†19) are performed for the first time, in Guadalajara:  La noche de 
los Mayas for orchestra, Hora de junio for reciter and small orchestra to words of Pellicer, and 
Itinerarios for orchestra. 
February 1, 1960  The revolt by Europeans in Algiers collapses as the rebels surrender.  Rebel leader 
Pierre Lagaillarde is arrested and flown to Paris where he is held for trial.  Fascist leader Joseph Ortiz 
escapes.  Rebel barricades are torn down.  The military and civil authority returns to Algiers.  The 
French cabinet votes to ask the National Assembly for decree powers for one year. 
Four black college students stage a sit-in at segregated lunch counters in Greensboro, NC.  The 
movement will spread throughout the south. 
Arjuna, a symphonic poem by Alan Hovhanness (48), is performed for the first time, in Madras. 
February 3, 1960  The French National Assembly votes to grant decree power to President de Gaulle 
and his cabinet for one year for the maintenance of security in Algeria. 
The Soviet Union begins issuing passes for East Berlin stamped with the “German Democratic 
Republic”, rather than the “Soviet Zone of Germany.”  It is intended to force recognition of East 
Germany by the West.  
Five Canons for school orchestra by Peter Maxwell Davies (25) is performed for the first time, in the 
Cirencester Grammar School Library, conducted by the composer. 
February 4, 1960  The Prime Ministers and Communist Party leaders of the eight Warsaw Pact states, 
meeting in Moscow, issue a joint declaration demanding that the west accept their solution to the 
Berlin situation and that NATO match their reduction of troops.  If not, they will sign a peace treaty 
with East Germany. 
February 5, 1960  Minister-Delegate Jacques Soustelle is dismissed from the French cabinet for his 
support of the recent Algerian insurrection.  Also dropped is Post and Telegraph Minister Bernard 
Cornut-Gentille.  Others in the cabinet are reshuffled to reward those who distinguished themselves 
during the uprising. 
Federico Fellini’s film La dolce vita is released in Italy. 
February 6, 1960  Three French cabinet ministers arrive in Algiers to carry out an intensive 
investigation of the armed forces there amidst charges of collusion in the recent insurrection.  The 
20,000 member home guard is relieved of all military duties for supporting the insurrection. 
Atlantis for 17 players by Morton Feldman (34) is performed for the first time, at the 92nd Street Y, 
New York. 
February 8, 1960  Paul Hindemith (64) and his wife arrive in New York aboard the SS United States 
for more concertizing and visit to Yale. 
February 9, 1960  Major Victor Sapin-Lignière, commander of the home guard for Algiers, is arrested 
for supporting the insurrection. 
A bomb goes off at the home of Carlotta Walls, one of the five black students enrolled at Little Rock 
Central High School.  It causes great damage, but no one is injured. 
February 10, 1960  French President Charles de Gaulle dissolves the Algerian home guard, mostly 
veterans, who sided with the insurrection, sacks three military commanders in Algeria, reorganizes 
the police and judiciary in Algeria and orders new local elections. 
February 12, 1960  Five Songs for voice and 30 solo instruments by Witold Lutoslawski (47) to words 
of Illakowicz are performed for the first time, in Katowice.  See November 25, 1959. 
February 13, 1960  7 a.m.  France explodes its first nuclear device, south of Reggane in the Sahara. 
In an agreement signed in Havana, the USSR will buy 1,000,000 tons of sugar from Cuba over the 
next five years.  This will create credit for Cuba to buy goods from the Soviet Union. 
February 14, 1960  Samuel Adler (31) marries Carol Ellen Stalker of Rochester, New York, a poet. 
February 16, 1960  By today, lunch counter sit-ins have spread to 15 cities in the southern United 
States. 



Danza “Variationen über ein karibisches Thema”, a ballet by Werner Egk (58), is performed for the first 
time, in the Prinzregententheater, Munich, conducted by the composer. 
February 17, 1960  A new cabinet is named in the Congo Republic, for the first time without whites. 
About 300 blacks and 200 whites battle during a sit-in demonstration in Portsmouth, Virginia.  About 
40 people are arrested. 
US Secretary of Defense Thomas Gates apologizes to James Wine, associate general secretary of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ after it is revealed that an Air Force training manual states 
that the National Council is infiltrated with communists. 
Divertimento for brass ensemble and percussion by Karel Husa (38) is performed for the first time, in 
Ithaca, New York. 
February 18, 1960  Quiet Design, musique concréte by Toru Takemitsu (29) is performed for the first 
time, as part of a multimedia exhibition in Sogetsu Hall, Tokyo. 
The Eighth Winter Olympic Games open in Squaw Valley, California, United States. 
February 19, 1960  Danish Prime Minister Hans Christian Hansen dies in Copenhagen after a long 
illness. 
The US responds to new Soviet travel passes issued February 3 by banning all travel between Berlin 
and Potsdam.  Great Britain and France do the same, but allow travel for administrative purposes. 
String Quintet by George Perle (44) is performed for the first time, in San Francisco. 
February 20, 1960  The round table conference on the future of the Belgian Congo concludes in 
Brussels with agreement on a 16-point plan for independence by June 30. 
February 21, 1960  Viggo Kampmann replaces Hans Christian Hansen as prime minister of Denmark. 
Cantata for City, Nation, World for chorus by Leslie Bassett (37) to various texts is performed for the 
first time, in Buffalo. 
February 22, 1960  Duke Ellington  (60) enters the Blue Jay Restaurant in Baltimore and is refused 
service because he is Black. 
Marginal Sounds for violin, piano, celesta, vibraphone, xylophone and percussion by Ernst Krenek (59) 
is performed for the first time, in Caspary Auditorium of the Manhattan School of Music, New York.  
See April 17, 1962. 
February 23, 1960  Angry whites attack blacks attempting to sit-in at a department store in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.  Twelve people are arrested. 
February 24, 1960  The Soviet mission in Baden-Baden, West Germany is restricted to its 
headquarters in retaliation for the restriction of western missions in Berlin. 
An episode of the network game show I’ve Got a Secret is taped today, featuring a performance by 
John Cage (47). 
February 25, 1960  Music for Amplified Toy Pianos by John Cage (47) is performed for the first time, at 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut. 
Incidental music to Hellman’s play Toys in the Attic by Marc Blitzstein (54) is performed for the first 
time, in the Hundson Theater, New York. 
February 27, 1960  When blacks try to sit-in at lunch counters in two Nashville stores to protest 
segregated service, they are attacked by whites.  Fist fights ensue and 100 people are arrested. 
February 28, 1960  After a rally in Trafalgar Square, London called to support a boycott of South 
Africa, neo-fascists attack and a riot ensues.  Nine people are arrested. 
The Eighth Winter Olympic Games close in Squaw Valley, California, United States.  In eleven days 
of competition, 665 athletes from 27 countries took part. 
Voters in the canton of Geneva agree to grant suffrage to women. 
February 29, 1960  Irkanda II (String Quartet no.5) by Peter Sculthorpe (30), is performed for the first 
time, at Lincoln College, Oxford.  It is the winner of the £100 Royal Concert Fund Prize. 
An earthquake centered near Agadir, Morocco, and the ensuing fire and tsunami cause 12,000 deaths. 



The first Playboy Club opens in Chicago. 
In the face of demonstrations and sit-ins in his state, Governor John Patterson of Alabama says that 
there are not enough police in the country to protect everyone if blacks “continue to provoke whites.” 
March 3, 1960  A nationally syndicated column by George Sokolsky condemns the opera currently 
being composed on the Sacco-Vanzetti case by Marc Blitzstein (55) and its sponsors, the Metropolitan 
Opera and the Ford Foundation.  The piece includes excerpts from Blitzstein’s secret testimony before 
the House Unamerican Activities Committee supplied to Sokolsky by FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. 
March 4, 1960  The US turns over the Ben Slimane air force base to Morocco. 
The French freighter La Coubre, carrying Belgian arms to Cuba, is destroyed by a series of explosions 
in the port of Havana.  Somewhere between 75 and 100 people are killed, 200 injured.  Fidel Castro 
will blame the United States. 
Tempi concertati for flute, violin, two pianos and chamber ensemble by Luciano Berio (34) is 
performed for the first time, in Hamburg. 
March 5, 1960  Indonesian President Sukarno dissolves the National Assembly because of its 
opposition to his “guided democracy.” 
The US Senate sets a record for continuous session at 82 hours, three minutes during a filibuster by 
southern senators against a civil rights bill. 
March 6, 1960  500 police prevent a march by 800 blacks to a protest meeting at the Alabama State 
Capitol in Montgomery. 
March 7, 1960  After a three-day inspection of French troops in Algeria, President de Gaulle 
announces that he favors an “Algerian Algeria”, which would unite the Moslem and European 
citizens in close connection with France. 
Theater Piece for 1-8 performers by John Cage (47) is performed for the first time, in the Circle in the 
Square Theater, New York. 
March 10, 1960  Sonata for solo violin op.115 by Sergei Prokofiev (†7) is performed for the first time, in 
Moscow. 
March 12, 1960  Three days of fighting begins between rival political factions in Elizabethville, 
Belgian Congo.  13 people are killed, over 100 injured and 500 arrested. 
Paul Hindemith (64) and his wife depart New York for Le Havre aboard the SS United States. 
The NBC news program World Wide 60 with music by Ulysses Kay (43) is shown for the first time, 
over the airwaves of the NBC television network. 
March 13, 1960  Sonata no.1 for solo violin by George Perle (44) is performed for the first time, in 
Davis, California. 
March 14, 1960  Soviet authorities in East Berlin rescind the new passes first issued on February 3. 
March 15, 1960  A conference on disarmament, attended by five NATO and five Warsaw Pact 
nations, opens in Geneva.  It is the first important disarmament conference in over two years. 
Aaron Copland (59) leaves the United States heading for the USSR where he and Lukas Foss (37) will 
represent the United States as part of a cultural exchange program. 
A protest by about 1,000 blacks against lunch counter segregation in Orangeburg, South Carolina is 
dispersed by police using tear gas and fire hoses.  350 people are arrested. 
In Atlanta, 200 blacks sit-in at ten lunch counters in the city.  At least 76 are arrested. 
March 16, 1960  Blacks and whites eat peacefully side by side at a lunch counter in San Antonio, 
Texas.  This is the first such incident in a large city in the southern United States. 
March 18, 1960  A Shanghai court sentences American Roman Catholic Bishop James Edward Walsh 
to 20 years in prison for encouraging Chinese priests to spy for the United States. 
Concertino for cello and orchestra op.132 by Sergei Prokofiev (†7), completed by Mstislav 
Rostropovich and Dmitri Kabalevsky, is performed for the first time, in Moscow.  See December 29, 
1956. 



Paper Doll, a song by Henryk Górecki (26), is performed for the first time, in a production of Miller’s 
play A View from the Bridge, in Katowice. 
March 19, 1960  The USSR accepts President Eisenhower’s suggestion that all nuclear testing be 
banned except small underground tests which can not be verified.  They attach a condition that all 
parties immediately cease all testing while verificaton procedures can be worked out. 
March 21, 1960  Dudley Senanayake replaces Wijayananda Dahanayake as prime minister of Ceylon. 
In Sharpeville, near Johannesburg, South Africa, police fire into a crowd of 20,000 people protesting 
the pass laws.  69 people are killed, hundreds injured.  Later, six people are killed, 30 injured, in a 
similar incident in Langa, near Capetown. 
The Cranes are Flying, a Soviet film by Mikhail Kalatzov, is released in New York. 
March 22, 1960  France announces that it will not join in any nuclear test ban now under discussion 
by the USSR, UK and US. 
The first patent for a LASER (light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation) is awarded to 
Arthur L. Schawlow of Madison, NJ and Charles Hard Townes of New York City.  Both work for Bell 
Laboratories. 
March 23, 1960  General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev lands in Paris for an eleven-day state visit. 
March 25, 1960  Fernando Tambroni replaces Antonio Segni as Prime Minister of Italy. 
A Federal Appeals Court in New York rules that Lady Chatterly’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence is not 
obscene and may be sent through the US Post Office. 
Sextet for (A) clarinet, horn and string quartet by John Ireland (80) is performed for the first time, in 
St. James’ Square, London, 62 years after it was composed. 
String Quartet no.2 by Elliott Carter (51) is performed for the first time, in Juilliard Concert Hall, New 
York.  See May 2, 1960. 
Four Declamations with Return for violin and piano by Henry Cowell (63) is performed publicly for the 
first time, at the New School, New York.  Also premiered is Durations 2 for cello and piano by Morton 
Feldman (34). 
March 26, 1960  An agreement is signed in Paris providing for the independence of the Malagasy 
Republic. 
Governor Buford Ellington of Tennessee orders an investigation into a CBS camera crew who filmed 
a sit-in by civil rights protestors in Nashville. 
Today and tomorrow, hundreds of burning crosses are placed by Ku Klux Klan members in 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia and South Carolina.  An Alabama Klan member states, “We just wanted to 
show the public we are organized and ready for business.” 
Concerted Piece for tape recorder and orchestra by Otto Luening (59) and Vladimir Ussachevsky (48) is 
performed for the first time, in New York, conducted by Leonard Bernstein (41).  This is a taped 
“Young People’s Concert” which will be aired tomorrow.  The official premiere will take place on 
March 31. 
Evocation no.1 for violin with piano and percussion by Ralph Shapey (39) is performed for the first 
time, at the Third Street Music School Settlement, New York. 
March 27, 1960  President Sukarno of Indonesia appoints a 261-member Parliament to support his 
“guided democracy” program. 
March 28, 1960  The World Health Organization states in Geneva that there is an undeniable link 
between cigarette smoking and lung cancer. 
Jeux des Tritons, an excerpt from Hans Werner Henze’s (33) ballet Undine for piano and orchestra, is 
performed for the first time, in Zürich. 
Symphony no.12 by Henry Cowell (63) is performed for the first time, in Houston. 



March 29, 1960  After two days of meetings at Camp David, US President Eisenhower and British 
Prime Minister MacMillan agree to accept the Soviet proposal of March 19 provided the Soviets 
accept in advance inspection and control provisions and joint research on detection procedures. 
Symphony no.9 by Darius Milhaud (67) is performed for the first time, in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. 
March 30, 1960  234 anti-apartheid leaders in South Africa are arrested in pre-dawn raids.  This is 
followed by the declaration of a state of emergency by Prime Minister Henrik Verwoerd. 
April 1, 1960  A second atomic bomb is detonated by France in the Sahara. 
Hastings Kamuzu Banda, leader of the Nyasaland African National Congress, is released from British 
detention after 14 months. 
By a vote of 9-0-2, the UN Security Council calls on South Africa to end its apartheid policies and 
work towards racial harmony. 
Tiros I, the first weather observation satellite, is launched from Cape Canaveral. 
April 3, 1960  General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev ends his eleven-day state visit to France and 
returns home.  No agreements on east-west tensions have been reached. 
Greeting Overture for orchestra by Aram Khachaturian (56) is performed for the first time, in Moscow 
Conservatory Bolshoy Hall. 
Mostly About Love, four songs for voice and piano by Virgil Thomson (63) to words of Koch, is 
performed for the first time, in Carnegie Recital Hall, New York.  Also premiered are eight songs by 
Ned Rorem (36) to words of Roethke:  Orchids, I Strolled Across an Open Field, The Waking, Root Cellar, 
Snake, Night Crow, Memory  and My Papa’s Waltz. 
April 4, 1960  An agreement is signed in Paris which will grant the Mali Federation independence 
within the French Community. 
Consort of Four Trombones by Charles Wuorinen (21) is performed for the first time, in Carnegie 
Recital Hall, New York. 
Chamber Music for 13 Players by Arthur Berger (47) is performed for the first time, in Fiesta Hall, Los 
Angeles. 
April 5, 1960  Monody for Corpus Christi for soprano, flute, horn and violin by Harrison Birtwistle (25) 
is performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, London. 
Leonard Bernstein (41) conducts the New York Philharmonic at the White House before President 
Eisenhower, playing Mozart (†168) and Gershwin (†22).  Eisenhower tells Bernstein that he enjoyed 
Rhapsody in Blue.  “It’s got a theme.  I like music with a theme, not all them arias and barcarolles.” 
String Quartet 1959 by Gottfried Michael Koenig (33) is performed for the first time, in Cincinnati. 
April 7, 1960  South African troops and police raid the Capetown suburb of Nyanga arresting 1,525 
blacks. 
Anti-government terrorists begin attacks in two areas of Cameroon to disrupt upcoming national 
elections.  200-400 people are killed. 
April 8, 1960  The Pan-Africanist Congress and the African National Congress are banned by the 
South African government.  Raids in five South African cities arrest several alleged leaders of the 
anti-apartheid movement.  The number of such people now in detention reaches 400.  Police raid 
Pimville, near Johannesburg, and arrest hundreds of blacks. 
Curtain Raiser for flute, alto clarinet, horn and piano by Gunther Schuller (34) is performed for the 
first time, in Carnegie Recital Hall, New York.  The composer plays the horn part.  Also premiered is 
Schuller’s Quartet for four doublebasses. 
April 9, 1960  At a trade and farm fair in Johannesburg, white farmer David Pratt walks up to Prime 
Minister Henrik Verwoerd and shoots him twice in the head.  Pratt is immediately pounced upon by 
police and bystanders.  Verwoerd is taken to Johannesburg General Hospital.  He will survive. 
Dmitri Shostakovich (53) is elected First Secretary of the new Composers’ Union of the RSFSR. 



Dimensioni II/Invenzione su Una Voce for tape by Bruno Maderna (39) is performed for the first time, in 
Milan. 
April 10, 1960  The South African cabinet confirms Lands-Forestry-Public Works Minister Paul Sauer 
as leader of the government until the return of Prime Minister Henrik Verwoerd.  300 blacks are 
arrested in a raid on Cato Manor near Durban. 
April 11, 1960  Blacks in Jackson, Mississippi begin a boycott of segregated businesses. 
April 12, 1960  Prime Minister Debré of France warns that if Moslem voters in Algeria choose 
independence, the country will be partitioned into pro-France and anti-France areas. 
Festival of Birds for female chorus and trumpet by Bohuslav Martinu (†0) is performed for the first 
time, in Brno. 
A show opens at the Great Jones Gallery in New York including an exhibition of scores from Fontana 
Mix and Music Walk by John Cage (47). 
April 14, 1960  Bye Bye Birdie, with music by Charles Strouse, lyrics by Lee Adams and book by 
Michael Stewart, opens in New York. 
String Quartet by Arthur Berger (47) is performed for the first time, in Nova Gallery, Boston. 
April 15, 1960  The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee is founded at Shaw University in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 
April 17, 1960  Little Songs for children’s choir by Bohuslav Martinu (†0) is performed for the first time, 
in Brno. 
April 19, 1960  Rioting takes place in six major South Korean cities during protests against President 
Syngman Rhee and accusations of election rigging.   127 people are killed and over 700 injured.  A 
state of siege is declared in those cities. 
A bomb destroys the Nashville home of Alexander Looby, a black city councilman and attorney for 
the NAACP.  No one is hurt. 
April 20, 1960  The Anglo-French Channel Tunnel Study Group proposes a privately funded railway 
tunnel under the English Channel to cost £100,000,000. 
April 21, 1960  The South Korean cabinet resigns, giving as a reason that they gave “insufficient 
assistance” to President Rhee. 
Brasilia is inaugurated as the new capital of Brazil.  A new Federal District is created from part of 
Goiás.  The old Federal District is changed to the state of Guanabara. 
April 22, 1960  Two songs for two mezzo-sopranos and piano by Charles Wuorinen (21) to words of 
Strombeck are performed for the first time, at Barnard College, New York, the composer at the 
keyboard:  The Door in the Wall and On the Raft. 
Edge of Shadow for chorus, percussion and two pianos by Ross Lee Finney (53) is performed for the 
first time, at Grinnell College, Iowa. 
Altitude for chorus and orchestra by Claude Champagne (68) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation in Toronto.  The work makes use of the Ondes 
Martenot. 
April 23, 1960  Vice-President Chang of South Korea resigns rather than serve until the end of his 
term on August 15.  He is an opponent of President Syngman Rhee. 
April 24, 1960  About 50 blacks attempt to swim at the all-white beaches of Biloxi, Mississippi.  A 
mob of whites attack them with clubs and other weapons.  Four people are injured.  Fighting 
continues in the streets of the city and ten people suffer gunshot wounds. 
Sonata for cello solo by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (42) is performed for the first time, in Stuttgart. 
April 25, 1960  A new non-party cabinet is formed by President Rhee of South Korea.  Street 
demonstrations against Rhee resume in Seoul and other major cities. 
Talks in New Dehli between Prime Ministers Chou En-lai of China and Jawaharlal Nehru of India, 
aimed at solving their border dispute, end in failure. 



The Cuban government nationalizes all imports and exports. 
Woodwind Quintet by Gottried Michael Koenig (33) is performed for the first time, in Cologne. 
April 26, 1960  The National Assembly of South Korea demands the resignation of President 
Syngman Rhee after large street demonstrations against him. 
Music, for unison chorus, strings and percussion by Michael Tippett (55) to words of Shelley, is 
performed for the first time, in Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells. 
April 27, 1960  President Syngman Rhee of South Korea resigns amidst protests against his rule and 
charges of election fraud.  Foreign Minister Ho Chong forms a caretaker government. 
The Republic of Togo is declared independent of France under President Sylvanus Epiphanio 
Olympio. 
The government of the Netherlands announces plans to reinforce their land, air and naval forces in 
Netherlands New Guinea. 
April 28, 1960  Vice-President Elect Lee Ki Poong of South Korea dies in a suicide pact which includes 
his wife and two sons. 
10,000 students marching from Istanbul University to government buildings to protest the lack of 
civil rights in the country are fired on by police and soldiers.  Five are killed, 40 wounded.  Martial 
law is declared in Istanbul and Ankara. 
The first national meeting of Students for a Democratic Society takes place in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Landscape for string quartet by Toru Takemitsu (29) is performed for the first time, in Sogetsu Hall, 
Tokyo.  Also premiered is Takemitsu’s Le Son Calligraphie III for four violins, two violas and two 
cellos, the musique concrète Water Music, and the first complete performance of Masque for two 
flutes. 
April 29, 1960  Anti-government demonstrations by Turkish students continue in Ankara when 4,000 
are fired on by police.  Seven people are killed, 30 wounded. 
In a meeting in Chicago, the National Association of Evangelicals passes a resolution of “doubt” that 
a president of the Roman Catholic faith “could or would resist fully the pressures of the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy.” 
The US State Department ends its ban on travel to Hungary. 
April 30, 1960  3,000 students in Istanbul are arrested in continuing unrest against the Turkish 
government. 
The oldest bat on record is found in a cave on Mt. Aeolis, Vermont (a myotis lucifugus), at least 24 
years old.  It was banded on June 22, 1937 in Mashpee, Massachusetts. 
Sonata for violin solo no.1 by Otto Luening (59) is performed for the first time, in Kaufmann Concert 
Hall, New York. 
May 1, 1960  American U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers is shot down while flying a spy mission over 
Sverdlovsk, USSR. 
Oxford University confers an honorary degree on Zoltán Kodály (77). 
800,000 West Berliners, one-third of the city’s population, rally to hear Mayor Willy Brandt say that 
they are going to do everything to remain free of communism. 
May 2, 1960  Elliott Carter (51) wins the Pulitzer Prize in Music for his String Quartet no.2.  See March 
25, 1960. 
May 3, 1960  The resignations of South Korean President Syngman Rhee and his government are 
accepted by Parliament. 
An agreement announced in London sets next April 27 as the date of independence for Sierra Leone. 
The Convention of the European Free Trade Association comes into force between its signatories:  
Austria, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. 
The Fantasticks, music by Schmidt, words by Jones after Rostand, opens at the Sullivan Street 
Playhouse, New York. 



Trio concertante for clarinet, trumpet, trombone and band by T.J. Anderson (31) is performed for the 
first time, in Langston, Oklahoma. 
May 5, 1960  Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev presents evidence to the Supreme Soviet that an 
American spy plane was shot down over the USSR.  The US responds that the plane had taken off 
from Turkey and was gathering weather information when it strayed off course into the Soviet 
Union.   
Great Britain announces that it will grant independence to British Somaliland by July 1. 
As he walks from his car to a meeting of the Democratic Party, Prime Minister Adnan Menderes of 
Turkey is surrounded by 3,000 citizens demanding more freedom.  He manages to escape the throng. 
Introduction and Goodbyes, an opera for baritone and chorus by Lukas Foss (37) to words of Menotti 
(48), is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York, Leonard Bernstein (41) conducting. 
May 6, 1960  About 500 students ransack the Netherlands legation in Jakarta to protest Dutch plans to 
reinforce their troops in Netherlands New Guinea. 
Regarding the plane shot down May 1, US State Department spokesman Lincoln White says there 
was “absolutely no—NO—deliberate attempt to violate Soviet airspace…[and]never has been.” 
President Eisenhower signs the Voting Rights Act of 1960. 
Moonrise for female chorus and instrumental ensemble by Leslie Bassett (37) to words of Lawrence is 
performed for the first time, in Detroit. 
May 7, 1960  Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev announces to the Supreme Soviet that the pilot shot 
down on May 1 survived the incident, was captured alive, and has admitted to the espionage nature 
of his mission.  The US State Department releases a statement that “in endeavoring to obtain 
information now concealed behind the Iron Curtain, a flight over Soviet territory was probably 
undertaken by an unarmed civilian U-2 plane.”  It denies that authorization for the flight came from 
Washington and claims that all countries practice “intelligence collecting activities.” 
Leonid Illyich Brezhnev replaces Kliment Efremovich Voroshilov as Chairman of the Presidium of 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 
Stray Birds, a cycle for voice and piano by Kenneth Gaburo (33) to words of Tagore, is performed for 
the first time, at the University of Illinois. 
May 8, 1960  Cantate de la croix de charité op.381 by Darius Milhaud (67) to words of Masson is 
performed for the first time, in a broadcast to 65 countries originating in Paris, conducted by he 
composer. 
May 9, 1960  As a method of protesting the West German government’s decision to deport him to 
East Germany, refugee Botha von Steegan sets fire to Beethoven’s (†133) birthplace in Bonn.  The 
blaze destroys the furniture and two autograph manuscripts. 
The G.D. Searle Company receives approval from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to market 
Enovid as a contraceptive.  It is the first birth control pill. 
Two works by Ernst Krenek (59) are performed for the first time, in New York:  Sonatina for oboe and 
Monologue for clarinet solo. 
May 10, 1960  USS Triton, a nuclear submarine, surfaces off Rehoboth, Delaware, thus completing the 
first circumnavigation of the world underwater.  The submarine left New London, Connecticut on 
February 16 and followed, as closely as possible, the route of Magellan. 
After four weeks of negotiation between store owners and black community leaders, lunch counters 
in Nashville are peacefully desegregated. 
Paris op.284b for orchestra by Darius Milhaud (67) is performed for the first time, in Brussels. 
May 11, 1960  Parts of the wreckage of the U-2 shot down May 1 are displayed to western journalists 
in Moscow, along with copies of the confession of the pilot, Francis Gary Powers. 
Israeli agents capture Adolf Eichmann as he is walking to his home in Buenos Aires. 



May 12, 1960  Three days of hearings by the House Un-American Activities Committee in San 
Francisco inspire demonstrations against it by students and faculty from several area universities. 
May 13, 1960  Tribal fighting in the Belgian Congo spreads to Léopoldville. 
Police attempting to stop students from attending a meeting of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee in San Francisco become violent and force out students seated outside the hearing room 
by means of fire hoses.  68 people are arrested. 
May 14, 1960  The Kenyan African National Union is formed in Kiambu, near Nairobi, by 30 anti-
colonial groups.  They elect Jomo Kenyatta, currently in exile, as president. 
Virgil Thomson’s (63) Missa pro defunctis for male chorus, female chorus and orchestra is performed 
for the first time, at the State University College of Education, Potsdam, New York, under the baton 
of the composer. 
May 15, 1960  String Quartet no.7 op.108 by Dmitri Shostakovich (53) is performed for the first time, in 
Glinka Concert Hall, Leningrad. 
Aria for accordion by William Grant Still (65) is performed for the first time, in Town Hall, New York. 
May 16, 1960  The long-planned summit conference between leaders of the “Big Four” nations begins 
in Paris.  Present are Charles de Gaulle, President of France, Nikita Khrushchev, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR and General Secretary of the CPSU, Harold MacMillan, Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom, and Dwight Eisenhower, President of the United States.  The 
meeting almost immediately collapses when Khrushchev demands that Eisenhower apologize for 
sending a U-2 spy plane over the Soviet Union and Eisenhower refuses.  After meeting for three 
hours in the Elysée Palace, the four adjourn indefinitely. 
A federal judge in New Orleans orders Orleans Parish to begin racial integration of its schools this 
September.  Since the parish has refused to create a desegregation plan, the judge imposes one of his 
own. 
The Cuban government announces it has completed the nationalization of all 109,921 hectares of land 
formerly owned by the United Fruit Company. 
Theodore Maiman of the Hughes Research Laboratory in California makes a laser work for the first 
time. 
Three works for chamber ensembles by Gunther Schuller (34) are performed for the first time, in the 
Circle on the Square Theater, New York, conducted by the composer:  Abstraction, Variants on a Theme 
of John Lewis and Variants on a Theme of Thelonius Monk. 
May 17, 1960  Eleven Studies for Eleven Players for flute, oboe, clarinet, trumpet, percussion, harp, 
piano and three strings by Ned Rorem (36) is performed for the first time, in Baird Hall, Buffalo, 
conducted by the composer. 
May 18, 1960  At a press conference after the collapes of the Big Four summit, journalists from 
communist countries applaud Soviet Premier Khrushchev.  Some western reporters respond with 
boos and heckling.  Khrushchev calls them “bastards who had escaped the beating at Stalingrad.”  He 
then goes on for 2 ½ hours vigorously defending the Soviet position. 
May 19, 1960  Alan Freed and seven others are arrested in New York on charges of commercial 
bribery (payola). 
May 20, 1960  Riots begin in Japan against a security treaty before the Diet.  Some demonstrators 
break through police and ransack the official residence of Prime Minister Kishi.  This begins three 
weeks of almost constant demonstrations and battles with police.  The House of Representatives 
approves the treaty in a vote with only the ruling Liberal-Democratic Party present.  500 police 
remove Socialist deputies who have barricaded Speaker Ichiro Kiyose in his office in an attempt to 
prevent the session from occurring. 



The Southern Baptist Convention in Miami Beach passes a resolution against electing Roman 
Catholics to public office.  “When a public official is inescapably bound by the dogma and demands 
of his church, he cannot consistently separate himself from these.” 
Israeli agents drug Adolf Eichmann and fly him out of Argentina disguised as an injured El Al 
employee. 
May 21, 1960  A series of earthquakes today and tomorrow in southern Chile causes massive 
landslides and avalanches and high waters as far away as Hawaii and Japan.  The Chilean 
government estimates 5,700 people are killed, 2,000,000 made homeless.  In terms of energy released, 
it is the largest earthquake on record. 
May 22, 1960  Agents of the State of Israel capture Adolf Eichmann in Argentina and spirit him away 
to their homeland to stand trial for crimes against humanity. 
Elections for the Chamber of Representatives in the Belgian Congo end today.  The leading party in 
the new parliament will be the Congolese National Movement of Patrice Lumumba. 
Der Prinz von Homburg, an opera by Hans Werner Henze (33) to words of Bachmann after Kleist, is 
performed for the first time, at the Hamburg Staatsoper.  See July 24, 1992. 
May 23, 1960  Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion announces in the Knesset that Adolf Eichmann has 
been captured and is being transported to Israel. 
57 people are killed in Hilo, Hawaii from high waves caused by the recent Chilean earthquake. 
May 25, 1960  180 people are reported dead and 150,000 homeless after high waves caused by the 
recent Chilean earthquake hit Japan. 
Jules Dassin’s film Never on Sunday is released in France. 
May 26, 1960  2,000,000 Japanese, including 150,000 in Tokyo, demonstrate for the resignation of 
Prime Minister Kishi, the dissolution of the Diet and cancellation of the upcoming visit of US 
President Eisenhower. 
May 27, 1960  Amidst continuing unrest against Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, the military of 
Turkey seize power.  Cemal Gürsel replaces Mahmud Celâl Bayar as President of Turkey. 
May 28, 1960  Cemal Gürsel replaces Adnan Menderes as Prime Minister of Turkey. 
May 30, 1960  Boris Leonidovich Pasternak dies in Peredelkino near Moscow at the age of 70. 
Candidates supporting President de Gaulle win an overwhelming victory in elections in the 13 
departments of Algeria. 
Pope John XXIII announces that he is beginning to organize an ecumenical council, the first since 
1869. 
May 31, 1960  On the 50th anniversary of South African independence, and in his first public 
appearance since an assassination attempt, Prime Minister Henrik Verwoerd says in Blomfontein that 
the country will develop into a “great white nation” and that whites in South Africa will be “the 
guardian of the black man.” 
The Blue and White March (later retitled Blue Towers) for orchestra by Irving Fine (45) is performed for 
the first time, in Symphony Hall, Boston.  It is a reworking of The Blue and the White, a march he wrote 
for Brandeis University. 
June 1, 1960  It is reported that 54,000 people fled to West Berlin since January 1. 
All 403 of the Turkish members of Parliament who voted for an investigation of the Peoples 
Republican Party are arrested by the military government. 
June 2, 1960  A contract dispute between Actors Equity and the League of New York Theaters closes 
Broadway for the first time since 1919. 
Sete vezes for voice and piano by Heitor Villa-Lobos (†0) to words of Vasconcellos, is performed for 
the first time, in Rio de Janeiro.  See January 29, 1962. 
Tarrant Moss, a song by Charles Ives (†6) to words of Kipling, is performed for the first time, in New 
Haven. 



Côte d’Ivoire, Dahomey, Upper Volta and Niger announce that they will seek independence within 
the French community. 
June 4, 1960  A general strike by Japanese trade unions adds to the chorus of indignation against the 
government of Prime Minister Kishi. 
June 6, 1960  Joaquín Rodrigo (58) is awarded the Order of Officier des Arts et Lettres by the French 
government. 
June 7, 1960  Radical elements of the current wave of protest in Japan promise to harm US President 
Eisenhower and Emperor Hirohito if Eisenhower visits the country as planned. 
Blacks in the Pondoland African Reserve in Southeast Cape Province, South Africa, demonstrating 
against unpopular government decisions are fired on by black police.  25 civilians and five policemen 
are killed. 
June 8, 1960  Argentina demands the return of Adolf Eichmann to its soil. 
The Inter-American Peace Committee of the OAS charges that the Dominican government is guilty of 
“flagrant and widespread violations of human rights” including “denial of free assembly and of free 
speech, arbitrary arrests, cruel and inhuman treatment of political prisoners and the use of 
intimidation and terror as political weapons.” 
Words for Music Perhaps for speaker, bass clarinet, trumpet, percussion, piano, viola and cello by 
Michael Tippett (55) to words of Yeats, is performed for the first time, over the airwaves of the BBC 
Third Programme, the composer conducting. 
June 10, 1960  6,000 rock-throwing demonstrators surround a car carrying White House Press 
Secretary James Hagerty, US Ambassador Douglas MacArthur II and Presidential Appointments 
Secretary Thomas Stephens as they attempt to drive from Haneda Airport to Tokyo.  After an hour 
and 20 minutes police manage to make enough room for a US Marine helicopter to land and spirit the 
men away. 
June 11, 1960  Kontakte no.12 1/2 for electronic sound generators, piano and percussion on four-track 
tape by Karlheinz Stockhausen (31) is performed for the first time, in Cologne.  Also premiered is 
Anagrama for four vocal soloists, chorus and eleven players by Mauricio Kagel (28). 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream op.64, an opera by Benjamin Britten (46) to words of Pears and the 
composer, after Shakespeare, is performed for the first time, in Jubillee Hall, Aldeburgh. 
June 12, 1960  The University of Vermont confers an honorary doctorate on Carl Ruggles (84). 
Poème for viola and chamber orchestra by Karel Husa (38) is performed for the first time, in Cologne.  
It is Husa’s first systematic use of serial techniques. 
June 13, 1960  Don for soprano and piano by Pierre Boulez (35) to words of Mallarmé is performed for 
the first time, in Cologne, as part of the first complete performance of Pli selon pli.  See July 5, 1962. 
June 14, 1960  A report to the UN Trusteeship Council shows that Belgium is willing to hold general 
elections in the trust territory of Ruanda-Urundi early next year, as a prelude to independence. 
French President de Gaulle makes a nationwide broadcast appealing to Moslem rebels in Algeria to 
come to Paris and negotiate an end to the fighting.  “We have never been closer to a real solution.” 
The University of Illinois sacks biology professor Leo F. Koch for condoning pre-marital sex by 
college students. 
June 15, 1960  Rioting resumes in Tokyo against the government and the visit of US President 
Eisenhower.  20,000 demonstrators battle 5,000 police, breaking through their lines and into the Diet 
compound where they create considerable damage.  They also make it into a US Air Force area and 
set fire to 14 police trucks.  Police using tear gas manage to restore order. 
The constitution of South Korea is changed to provide for a parliamentary government. 
Manuel Beaton, Cipriano Beaton and Felipe Mrtinez are executed in Santiago de Cuba for counter-
revolutionary activities.  They led an anti-Castro guerilla band. 
String Quartet no.3 by Isang Yun (42) is performed for the first time, in Cologne. 



Variations I for any number of players with any means of producing sounds by John Cage (47) is 
performed for the first time, in Cologne by David Tudor playing piano. 
June 16, 1960  Prime Minister Kishi of Japan formally postpones of a visit by US President 
Eisenhower scheduled to begin in three days.  There have been three weeks of riots and 
demonstrations against Kishi’s government and the visit. 
The British governor of Nyasaland lifts the state of emergency imposed 15 months ago. 
Cuba orders two legal attaches in the US embassy out of the country for conspiring with counter-
revolutionaries. 
Psycho, a film by Alfred Hitchcock, is shown for the first time, in New York. 
June 18, 1960  The US retaliates for the Cuban actions of June 16 by expelling two members of the 
Cuban mission in Washington. 
June 19, 1960  The Japan-US security treaty, which has been the object of so much unrest in Japan, is 
ratified by the Japanese Diet. 
The International Commission of Jurists, a NGO recognized by the UN, claims that China has 
committed genocide in its occupation of Tibet. 
Apparitions for orchestra by György Ligeti (37) is performed for the first time, in Cologne.  It is wildly 
cheered and marks Ligeti’s first great success as a composer. 
June 20, 1960  The Federation of Mali is declared independent of France under Chief of State Modibo 
Keita. 
The Provisional Government of Algeria, in Tunis, agrees to peace talks with France. 
June 21, 1960  Addressing the Third Congress of the Romanian Workers Party in Bucharest, Nikita 
Khruschev asserts his belief that war is not inevitable and Marx and Lenin should be interpreted with 
flexibility. 
Anon. in Love, six songs for tenor and guitar or orchestra by William Walton (58) to words of that 
most prolific and mercurial of authors, Anonymous, is performed for the first time, at Shrubland Park 
Hall, Ipswich. 
June 22, 1960  The US Senate ratifies the Japan-US security treaty, thus bringing it into force. 
Addressing the Third Congress of the Romanian Workers Party in Bucharest, one day after a speech 
by General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, the Chinese delegate, Peng Chen, refrains from endorsing 
Khrushchev’s peaceful coexistence policy. 
Transición I for electronic sounds by Mauricio Kagel (28) is performed for the first time, in Berlin. 
President Juscelino Kubitscheck de Oliveira of Brazil establishes the Museu Villa-Lobos (†0) in Rio de 
Janeiro. 
June 23, 1960  The UN Security Council (8-0-3) calls on Israel to make “appropriate reparation” for 
violating Argentine sovereignty in the abduction of Adolf Eichmann. 
Suite on the Frescoes of Piero della Francesca by Bohuslav Martinu (†0) is performed for the first time, in 
Granada, Spain. 
June 24, 1960  A car bomb explodes in Caracas next to a car carrying Venezuelan President Romulo 
Betancourt.  Colonel Ramon Armas Perez is killed.  Betancourt and Minister of Defense General Josue 
Lopez Henriquez are slightly injured.  Señora Betancourt is unhurt. 
June 25, 1960  A new 283-person Parliament for Indonesia is installed in Jakarta.  Every member is 
hand picked by President Sukarno. 
For the first time, a FLN delegation flies openly to Paris to open negotiations with France on the 
future of Algeria. 
June 26, 1960  British Somaliland is declared independent. 
The Malagasy Republic is declared independent of France under President Philibert Tsiranana. 
By today, 100 people have been arrested in the plot to kill Venezuelan President Romulo Betancourt. 



June 27, 1960  Warsaw Pact delegations at the Geneva disarmament conference begun March 15 walk 
out claiming the NATO members are not negotiating in good faith. 
June 28, 1960  In a border clash between Chinese and Nepali troops, one Nepali soldier is killed. 
June 29, 1960  The Communist Party newspaper People’s Daily of Peking rejects Nikita Khrushchev’s 
belief that war is not inevitable.  “Only when the imperialist…and the capitalist system…are really 
abolished can there really be lasting world peace.” 
Four days of negotiations between FLN leaders and French officials at Melun, France end in failure. 
When a US-owned oil refinery at Santiago de Cuba refuses a government order to refine Soviet oil, 
the Cuban government nationalizes it. 
June 30, 1960  Chinese Prime Minister Chou En-lai apologizes for the border clash of June 28 and 
promises to return the body of the dead Nepalese soldier. 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is declared independent of Belgium under President Joseph 
Kasavubu and Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba.  The ceremony, attended by King Baudouin I, takes 
place in Léopoldville. 
Leftists begin ten days of protests throughout Italy against the use of neo-Fascist support for Prime 
Minister Tambroni’s government.  Eleven people will be killed, a thousand injured. 
July 1, 1960  Soviet fighters shoot down a US RB-47 over the Barents Sea north of Russia.  Two of the 
six-man crew survive and are imprisoned. 
The former British Somaliland joins with Italian Somaliland to form the independent Somali Republic 
under President Aden Abdullah Osman Dar and Prime Minister Muhammad Haji Ibrahim Egal. 
Ghana becomes a republic.  Kofi Kwame Nkrumah is named president. 
Fighting between tribal groups in the Congo erupts in Léopoldville and Luluabourg. 
Cantata academica, carmen basiliense op.62 for solo voices, chorus and orchestra by Benjamin Britten 
(46) is performed for the first time, in the Basel Kongresshalle for the 500th anniversary of Basel 
University. 
March for orchestra by Paul Hindemith (64) is performed for the first time, in Basel. 
July 4, 1960  Congolese troops fire on demonstrators in Coquilhativille.  10 people are killed, 20 
injured. 
July 5, 1960  The army of the Democratic Republic of the Congo mutinies in Thysville.  Europeans 
flee from Léopoldville to Brazzaville. 
July 6, 1960  The mutiny in the Congolese army spreads to Léopoldville. 
Representatives of Great Britain, Greece, Turkey and Cyprus initial an agreement in London 
providing for the independence of Cyprus. 
July 7, 1960  At the congress of the Czechoslovak Communist Party in Prague, a new constitution is 
adopted and the name of the country changed to the Czechsoslovak Socialist Republic. 
Belgium sends troops to the Congo. 
Dr. Theodore Maiman of the Hughes Aircraft Co. Culver City laboratories announces his team has 
achieved the first true amplification of light with a laser (light amplification by stimulated emission of 
radiation). 
July 8, 1960  Mutinous soldiers take control of Léopoldville for 12 hours until President Kasavubu 
accedes to their demands to fire all Belgians in the government. 
July 9, 1960  General Secretary Khrushchev threatens military action if the United States attempts to 
overthrow Fidel Castro. 
Belgian airplanes begin refugee flights from Léopoldville. 
After five months of protests, lunch counters at seven downtown stores in Charlotte, North Carolina 
are desegregated. 



July 10, 1960  800 Belgian troops attack mutinous soldiers in Katanga Province, Congo.  They restore 
order in Elisabethville.  The Congolese government appeals to the UN for military aid in putting 
down rebellions. 
1,000,000 civil servants strike in France for 24 hours in a pay dispute. 
July 11, 1960  The USSR claims it shot down a US reconnaissance plane in their airspace over the 
Barents Sea on July 1.  A US plane was lost in that area on that date, but denies it was on a spy 
mission. 
Prime Minister Moishe Tshombe of Katanga Province declares independence from the Congo. 
Ågreements signed today in Paris provide for the independence of Côte d’Ivoire, Dahomey, Niger 
and Upper Volta within the French Community. 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee is published in the US by JB Lippincott & Co. 
July 12, 1960  2,000,000 civil servants in India begin a five-day strike in a pay dispute. 
The Congolese government formally requests US troops to help put down rebellions.  They also ask 
Belgium to withdraw its troops to those bases reserved for them under joint military agreements. 
Ågreements signed today in Paris provide for the independence of the Congo Republic, Chad and the 
Central African Republic within the French Community. 
Colloquy for violin and piano by Thea Musgrave (32) is performed for the first time, in the Town Hall, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. 
July 13, 1960  Belgian troops take control of important areas of Léopoldville including the airport.  
They continue to deploy in the country to protect whites from Congolese. 
Ån agreement signed today in Paris provides for the independence of Gabon within the French 
Community. 
July 14, 1960  The United Nations Security Council votes (8-0-3) to send peace keeping troops to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and calls on Belgium to withdraw its forces, seen as the cause of 
the unrest. 
Songs About Spring, a cycle for soprano and orchestra by Dominick Argento (23) to words of 
cummings, is performed for the first time, at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York.  See 
May 22, 1951. 
July 15, 1960  Japanese Prime Minister Nobosuke Kishi resigns in the face of widespread unrest 
against his government. 
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba demands that all Belgian troops and diplomatic personnel leave the 
Congo.  UN troops from Ghana and Tunisia begin arriving in the country. 
An act calling for the independence of Nigeria is approved by the British Parliament without 
opposition.  Independence is set for October 1. 
July 16, 1960  UN contingents from Morocco and Ethiopia land in the Congo. 
July 18, 1960  China pays 50,000 rupees to Nepal for the death of a Nepali soldier on June 28. 
Hayato Ikeda replaces Nobosuke Kishi as prime minister of Japan. 
The newly appointed UN commander in the Congo, Maj. General Carl Carlsson von Horn of Sweden, 
arrives in Léopoldville with his staff to set up operations. 
July 19, 1960  Three leaders of the National Democratic Party of Southern Rhodesia are arrested by 
British authorities. 
The UN Security Council votes 9-0-2 to send the dispute between the US and Cuba to the 
Organization of American States. 
July 20, 1960  The Congolese government calls on the Soviet Union or any other country to intervene 
militarily in the country if Belgian forces do not leave and the UN can not secure the peace. 
20,000 Southern Rhodesians marching on Salisbury to protest the arrests of yesterday are dispersed 
by police. 



July 21, 1960  Sirimavo Bandaranaike, wife of murdered prime minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, 
replaces Dudley Senanayake as prime minister of Ceylon. 
Rioting Southern Rhodesians stone police cars in Salisbury.  150 are arrested. 
July 22, 1960  A UN Security Council resolution calls on Belgium to withdraw its troops from the 
Congo and requires all states to refrain from intervention in the country, except under UN auspices. 
July 24, 1960  Blacks in Bulawayo attack police and any non-black establishment.  Troops are 
dispatched.  Over three days of rioting, twelve people are killed, 113 injured and 350 arrested. 
July 25, 1960  The lunch counter at the FW Woolworth store in Greensboro, North Carolina is 
officially desegregated. 
July 26, 1960  Amintore Fanfani replaces Fernando Tambroni as prime minister of Italy. 
The Soviet Union vetoes a UN Security Council resolution calling for an independent investigation of 
the shooting down of a US military plane in the Barents Sea.  It also vetoes a resolution asking that 
the Red Cross be allowed to visit the two US airmen currently held by the USSR. 
Congolese Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba ends two days of talks with Secretary General Dag 
Hammarskjöld and Security Council members in New York.  Lumumba demands the removal of all 
Belgian troops, to be negotiated by the UN, a neutral foreign policy and the maintenance of UN 
troops in the country to keep order. 
After a week of racial violence surrounding lunch counter sit-ins by blacks, a 9 pm to 6 am curfew is 
imposed on Greenville, South Carolina. 
July 27, 1960  The United States, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom agree in Geneva to ban 
atmospheric nuclear testing and all underground testing over 4.5 on the Richter scale. 
After talks with Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld in Brussels, Belgian Prime Minister Gaston 
Eyskens refuses to withdraw Belgian troops from the Congo.  He claims they are protecting 
Europeans there. 
July 28, 1960  Agreement is reached in Paris allowing for the independence of Mauritania on 
November 28. 
July 29, 1960  Elections for the first bicameral legislature in South Korea are held.  The Democratic 
Party wins majorities in both houses. 
Elegie et rondeau for alto saxophone and piano by Karel Husa (38) is performed for the first time, at the 
Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York.  See May 6, 1962. 
Concerto for two alto saxophones by Paul Hindemith (64) is performed for the first time, in 
Rochester, New York, 27 years after it was composed. 
July 30, 1960  Algerian terrorist Abderrahmane Laklifi, who led a 1958 attack on a Lyons police 
station, is excecuted in that city. 
August 1, 1960  The Republic of Dahomey (Benin) is declared independent of France under President 
Hubert Maga. 
Lunch counters in several stores in Durham, North Carolina and Miami are integrated after sit-in 
demonstrations. 
Circles for female voice, harp and percussion by Luciano Berio (34) to words of cummings is 
performed for the first time, at Tanglewood, Lenox, Massachusetts. 
August 2, 1960  Early Voyagers, a ballet by Ned Rorem (36) to a scenario by Truman Capote, is 
performed for the first time, at Jacob’s Pillow, Lee, Massachusetts. 
August 3, 1960  The Republic of Niger is declared independent of France under Prime Minister 
Hamani Diori. 
Prime Minister Moise Tshombe of Katanga Province orders the mobilization of all able-bodied male 
citizens to resist a threat by the UN to enter the area militarily. 
In a joint statement, Argentina and Israel declare the Eichmann affair “closed.” 



The first complete performance of the Four Last Songs by Ralph Vaughan Williams (†1) to words of 
his wife Ursula Vaughan Williams, is heard over the airwaves of the BBC Home Service.  See 
November 27, 1959. 
August 4, 1960  The Legislative Council of Northern Rhodesia (Zambia) outlaws racial discrimination 
in all public eating establishments and movie theaters. 
August 5, 1960  The Republic of Upper Volta (Burkina Faso) is declared independent of France under 
President Maurice Yaméogo. 
When a UN plane carrying civilian technicians arrives at Elizabethville, Katanga, provincial 
authorities force it to return without unloading. 
August 6, 1960  The first scientific description of a working laser appears in Nature, written by 
Theodor Maiman. 
August 7, 1960  The Republic of Côte d’Ivoire is declared independent of France under President 
Félix Houphouët-Boigny. 
President Joseph Kasavubu of the Congo sends word to Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld that 
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba is incapable of keeping order in the country and that a 
confederation of semi-autonomous provinces is the only solution. 
A report by a committee of the International Commission of Jurists charges that China has committed 
genocide in Tibet and attempted to wipe out Buddhism in the province. 
Turetzky Pieces for flute, clarinet and double bass by Charles Wuorinen (22) is performed for the first 
time, in Westbrook, Connecticut. 
August 8, 1960  South Kasai province declares itself independent of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 
A conviction of endangering state security, and a 15-year prison sentence, by Algerian Henri Alleg is 
set aside by the Supreme Appeals Court in France.  Alleg wrote a book called The Question which 
describes how French authorities tortured him during interrogation. 
August 9, 1960  Elements of the Laotian military seize control of Vientiane and oust the government 
of Prime Minister Tiao Samsonith.  They broadcast appeals to other troops to stop fighting Pathet Lao 
guerrillas.  Most of the government is at the royal capital, Luang Prabang, for the funeral of the late 
King Sisavang Vong. 
The UN Security Council votes 9-0-2 to demand the withdrawal of Belgian troops from the Congo 
and to send UN troops into Katanga Province to enforce the demand.  Prime Minister Lumumba 
recalls all troops to active duty and threatens to invade Katanga. 
August 10, 1960  The Canadian government enacts a Bill of Rights. 
August 11, 1960  The Republic of Chad is declared independent of France under President François 
Tombalbaye. 
US ships recover an instrument capsule brought into orbit by Discoverer XIII in the Pacific Ocean.  It is 
the first time a payload is recovered from orbit. 
August 12, 1960  Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld personally leads 240 United Nations troops 
(Swedend) into Katanga Province, Congo.  As the approach Elisabethville, they are informed that 
only Hammarskjöld’s plane would be allowed to land.  When Hammarskjöld threatens to take them 
all back to Léopoldville, Katanga Prime Minister Moise Tshombe gives clearance for all eight planes 
to land. 
The first telecommunication satellite, Echo I, is launched by NASA.  Its sole function is to bounce 
radio waves back to Earth. 
Solo for Voice 2 by JohnCage (47) is performed for the first time, at Tanglewood, Lenox, Massachusetts, 
simultaneously with a performance of Concert for Piano and Orchestra. 
August 13, 1960  Yun Po Sun is sworn in as President of the Republic of Korea.  This is a ceremonial 
post in the new parliamentary system. 



Sun for voice and piano by Peter Sculthorpe (31) to words of Lawrence, is performed for the first 
time, is performed for the first time, in Attingham Hall, Shropshire.  Also premiered is Sculthorpe’s 
Sonata for viola and percussion. 
The Central African Republic is declared independent of France under President David Dacko. 
UN troops begin taking over guard duties of Belgian troops in Elisabethville. 
August 14, 1960  Music is broadcast for the first time via artificial Earth satellite when a recording of 
America the Beautiful is bounced off Echo I from New Jersey to California. 
Belgian troops formally withdraw from Katanga Province and return to their base at Kamina. 
August 15, 1960  Prince Souvanna Phouma forms a neutral cabinet in Laos and pledges to end 
fighting between government troops and Pathet Lao guerrillas. 
The Republic of Congo is declared independent of France under President Fulbert Youlou. 
1,000 more UN troops enter Katanga.  Some (Sweden, Morocco) reinforce those in Elisabethville and 
others (Mali Federation) go to Albertville. 
August 16, 1960  The Republic of Cyprus is declared independent of Great Britain under President 
Archbishop Makarios. 
700 UN troops (Ethiopia) arrive at the Kamina base.  Prime Minister Lumumba declares martial law 
for six months and demands the withdrawal of white UN troops.  Police arrest a number of Belgians 
and other Europeans.  Congolese troops go to the Léopoldville airport and force Belgian troops there 
to board a plane for Brussels. 
August 17, 1960  Indonesia breaks diplomatic relations with the Netherlands over West Irian. 
The Republic of Gabon is declared independent of France under President Gabriel Léon M’ba. 
Swedish UN troops withdraw from Léopoldville airport, leaving it in the hands of Congolese and 
Ghanaian UN troops. 
Before a military tribunal in the Trade Union House in Moscow, attended by 2,000 spectators 
including world press and members of his family, Francis Gary Powers pleads guilty to piloting a U-
2 spy plane over Soviet territory. 
Two explosions take place near the home of a white real estate agent in Chattanooga, Tennessee just 
hours after he advertised sale of homes to blacks. 
August 18, 1960  Army officers who took over the government of Laos turn over all powers to the 
new government headed by Prime Minister Souvanna Phouma. 
Congolese troops attack, beat and rob eight UN (Canada) soldiers at Léopoldville Airport.  They are 
rescued by other UN (Ghana) troops which come to their aid.  Congolese soldiers are then cleared 
from the airport. 
August 19, 1960  Chang Myon becomes the first Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea under the 
new parliamentary system. 
A military tribunal in Moscow finds Francis Gary Powers guilty and sentences him to ten years in 
confinement, the first three years in prison. 
August 20, 1960  The Republic of Senegal withdraws from the Federation of Mali and becomes 
independent under Prime Minister Mamadou Dia. 
Soviet scientists recover two dogs, Strelka and Belka, they sent into space yesterday aboard Sputnik 5.  
Accompanying the dogs are four mice, a rat, a jar of flies, germs, algae, fungi, plants, seeds and 
sections of human and rabbit skin.  They are the first living creatures to return from space and show 
no immediate ill effects. 
Organization of American States foreign ministers vote to sever relations with the Dominican 
Republic, impose an arms embargo and ecomonic sanctions as a result of “acts of aggression and 
intervention” against Venezuela.  The Dominican government is implicated in the assassination 
attempt on President Romulo Betancourt. 



August 22, 1960  After two days of meetings on the Congo issue, the UN Security Council declines to 
change the mandate of the Secretary General in the country. 
August 24, 1960  Congolese government forces are sent into Kasai Province to prevent a secessionist 
movement.  One group lands in the capital Luluabourg while another marches overland from 
Léopoldville. 
An oral live-virus poliomyelitis vaccine is approved by the US Public Health Service.  It was 
developed by Dr. Albert Sabin of Cincinnati. 
August 25, 1960  The Games of the Seventeenth Olympiad of the Modern Era open in Rome. 
August 26, 1960  Wireless Fantasy for tape by Vladimir Ussachevsky (48) is performed for the first 
time, in New York. 
August 27, 1960  Congolese troops take the secessionist capital Bakwanga, Kasai Province and move 
to within 30 km of Katanga Province.  5 US and 3 UN airmen are attacked and beaten at UN 
headquarters in Stanleyville by Congolese soldiers.  They are rescued by other UN (Ethiopia) troops. 
Madrigale Spirituale Supra Salmo Secundo for male chorus, two oboes, two violins, cello and piano by 
Charles Wuorinen (22) to words from the Bible is performed for the first time, in Bennington, 
Vermont. 
August 28, 1960  Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba of the Congo demands that all UN troops 
withdraw from the country as soon as all Belgian soldiers are out. 
OAS foreign ministers meeting in San José, Costa Rica, adopt resolutions condemning “communist 
intervention” in the Americas.  The Cuban delegation walks out. 
August 29, 1960  Prime Minister Hazza al-Majali of Jordan is killed when a time bomb explodes in his 
Amman office.  King Hussein names Bahat al-Tahouni to replace him.  Eleven other people are killed 
in the blast.  Syria is suspected. 
August 30, 1960  The chinese service of Radio Moscow begins broadcasting condemnations of 
Chinese “dogmatism.” 
August 31, 1960  The state of emergency, in place since March, is ended in South Africa. 
A mob of Trujillo supporters ransack the offices of two opposition parties in the Dominican Republic.  
The leader of one, Ramón Gonzalez de Leon, is carried off by the mob for lynching but is saved by 
police. 
28 black first-graders enroll in eight previously all-white elementary schools in Knoxville, Tennessee 
without incident. 
September 1, 1960  The “Manifesto of the 121” appears in France.  It attacks the French army for 
using torture and other fascist techniques against Algerian rebels, and asserts the right of French 
conscripts to desert in Algeria.  It is signed by mostly leftist famous people, including Jean-Paul 
Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, Françoise Sagan, Simone Signoret and some veterans of the resistance.  
This will change the political climate in France and street demonstrations against the war will begin 
by the end of October. 
Governor Richard Turnbull appoints Julius Nyerere as the first Chief Minister of Tanganyika.  
Nyerere’s Tanganyika African National Union won all but one seat in elections to the region’s first 
elected assembly based on equal suffrage. 
The US Supreme Court denies appeals to delay school desegregation in Houston, New Orleans and 
Delaware. 
September 2, 1960  Police battle striking students at the University of El Salvador.  Faculty at the 
University’s medical school suspend classes because of the “barbarous attitude…shown against 
defenseless students” and the “murder and torture of prisoners by so-called security forces.” 
Symphony no.2 by William Walton (58) is performed for the first time, in Usher Hall, Edinburgh.  
Critics are disappointed. 



September 3, 1960  High Let the Song Ascend for voice, flute and piano by Henry Cowell (63) is 
performed for the first time, in Milton, New York. 
September 4, 1960  Soviet transport planes begin ferrying Lumumba’s forces into Kasai province. 
September 5, 1960  Speaking on Léopoldville radio, Congolese President Joseph Kasavubu dismisses 
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba and replaces him with Senate President Joseph Ileo.  90 minutes 
later, Lumumba makes a counter broadcast claiming Kasavubu is no longer president and appealing 
to Congolese troops to support him. 
The government of El Salvador declares a state of siege for 30 days, claiming there is a “widespread 
Communist plot” to overthrow the government. 
September 6, 1960  Léopold Sédar Senghor becomes the first president of the Republic of Senegal. 
Congolese President Joseph Kasavubu closes airports in Léopoldville, Bakwanga, Stanleyville and 
Luluabourg to all but UN planes.  This is to prevent transport of troops into secessionist provinces by 
10-15 Soviet planes.  UN troops surround UN headquarters and the President’s home.  
Demonstrators marching to Lumumba’s home to demand he obey Kasavubu are fired on by 
Congolese troops.  Many are killed or wounded. 
Bernon Mitchell and William Martin, mathematicians at the National Security Agency of the US, 
appear at a news conference in the Foreign Ministry of the USSR in Moscow.  They have defected, 
convinced that espionage activities of the US are “dangerous to world peace.” 
Representatives of all American nations except the Dominican Republic meet in Bogotá to discuss a 
concerted effort to aid underdeveloped countries in the hemisphere. 
September 7, 1960  Chairman of the Council of State (head of state) Wilhelm Pieck of the German 
Democratic Republic dies of a heart attack in East Berlin. 
The National Assembly of the Congo resolves that the declarations by both Kasavubu and Lumumba 
ousting each other from office are void. 
150 Protestant clergy and laymen, meeting in Washington, declare “a Roman Catholic President 
would…be under extreme pressure tby the hierarchy of his church” to follow Vatican foreign policy.  
The group is headed by Rev. Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. 
September 8, 1960  The Senate of the Congo votes confidence in the government of Prime Minister 
Patrice Lumumba. 
Penguin Books is charged with obscenity for publishing Lady Chatterly’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence. 
September 9, 1960  Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba of the Congo announces that he has taken over 
the functions of head of state as well as command of the armed forces.  President Joseph Kasavubu 
iterates his sacking of Lumumba and orders Joseph Ileo to form a government. 
At a meeting of the UN Security Council in New York, Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld blames 
Patrice Lumumba for the ongoing violence in the Congo, saying his troops have engaged in severe 
human rights abuses. 
September 10, 1960  Regularly scheduled color television programs begin in Japan. 
The UN announces a cease fire agreed to by the Congolese army and secessionist provinces of 
Katanga and Kasai. 
The US informs the USSR that when General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev visits the UN, his 
movements will be limited to Manhattan Island.  The same goes for Prime Ministers Mahmet Shehu 
of Albania and Janos Kadar of Hungary. 
Constitutional rights, suspended in Venezuela after the July 24 assassination attempt on President 
Betancourt, are restored. 
September 11, 1960  The Games of the Seventeenth Olympiad of the Modern Era close in Rome.  In 18 
days of competition, 5,338 athletes from 83 countries took part. 
September 12, 1960  Walter Ulbricht is named Chairman of the Council of State, succeeding Wilhem 
Pieck. 



On orders of Congolese President Kasavubu, Prime Minister Lumumba is arrested and taken to 
Camp Léopold II but is released after three hours.  He leads a victory parade through Léopoldville. 
Speaking in a televised address to Protestant clergy in Houston, presidential candidate Senator John 
Kennedy states that he would never allow the Roman Catholic Church to dictate to him in matters of 
public policy. 
During Hurricane Donna, all the residents of the Flanders Inn in Arlington, Vermont, including Carl 
Ruggles (84) are forced out into the storm by a fire followed by an explosion.  Ruggles is taken in by 
the wife of the rector of St. James Episcopal Church.  Most of his property and all of his music are 
saved. 
September 13, 1960  All political parties in Indonesia are suspended by President Sukarno. 
The Parliament of the Congo votes in joint session 88-25 to give special powers to Prime Minister 
Lumumba against President Kasavubu.  Independent observers doubt that there were that many 
members present and insist there was not a quorum.  At the demand of three African countries and 
the USSR, the UN ends control of Léopoldville radio and opens the country’s airports.  Lumumba 
petitions the UN for specific military aid or he would “seek such assistance elsewhere.” 
Representatives of 19 American republics sign the Act of Bogotá, a sweeping economic aid program 
for Latin America.  Cuba refuses to sign.  The Dominican Republic is barred from the meeting. 
The US Justice Dept. sues in Memphis federal court to stop 27 people and two banks from a 
campaign to discourage blacks from voting. 
September 14, 1960  Elements of the Congolese army led by Colonel Joseph Mobutu seize control of 
the government in Léopoldville.  Mobutu declares that President Kasavubu and Prime Minister 
Lumumba may retain their positions but that he would run the government until early next year.  He 
appeals for support to the UN.  Prime Minister designate Joseph Ileo supports the coup and names 
Mobutu as army commander.  Kasavubu and Ileo suspend Parliament for two months.  Lumumba is 
arrested and taken to Camp Léopold II. 
The office of Prime Minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo is given over to a College of 
Commissioners. 
After five days of meetings in Baghdad, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries is 
formed by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela. 
The Security Council refuses to seat either rival delegation from the Congo.  Soviet delegate Valerian 
Alyeksandrovich Zorin calls Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld a “willing tool” of colonialists and 
had “taken under his trusteeship the stooges of Belgian aggression.” 
Triptych for tenor and orchestra by Thea Musgrave (32) to words of Chaucer, is performed for the first 
time, in Royal Albert Hall, London. 
September 15, 1960  When the Senate of the Congo attempts to convene in Léopoldville, they are 
chased away by Mobutu’s troops. 
Police in San Salvador battle citizens protesting the state of siege declared ten days ago.  Several 
people are killed or wounded. 
Cartridge Music for amplified sounds by John Cage (48) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of Radio Bremen.  See October 6, 1960. 
September 16, 1960  Congolese troops occupy the Parliament building in Léopoldville to prevent its 
convening.  Patrice Lumumba escapes from confinement.  President Kasavubu orders all diplomatic 
and military personnel from Warsaw Pact countries to leave the Congo within 48 hours. 
September 17, 1960  A compromise Security Council resolution on the Congo crisis, drafted by 
Ceylon and Tunisia, is vetoed by the Soviet Union.  A special meeting of the General Assembly is 
called. 
The Cuban government nationalizes three US banks in Havana. 



Dialoghi for cello and orchestra by Luigi Dallapiccola (56) is performed for the first time, in Teatro La 
Fenice, Venice. 
September 18, 1960  Colonel Mobutu orders the withdrawal of all Congolese troops from the 
secessionist provinces of Katanga and Kasai. 
Fidel Castro and a delegation from Cuba arrives in New York to attend the opening of the 15th session 
of the UN General Assembly.  Originally intending to stay at the Shelburne Hotel the decide not to, 
saying the hotel made “unacceptable cash demands.”  They move uptown to the Theresa Hotel in 
Harlem. 
Parliamentary elections in Sweden leave the parties virtually unchanged and the Social Democratic 
Party of Prime Minister Tage Erlander in power. 
Dimensions of Time and Silence for chorus and instruments by Krzysztof Penderecki (26) is performed 
for the first time, in Warsaw. 
September 19, 1960  The leaders of India and Pakistan sign four agreements in Karachi over the 
development of the Indus River. 
General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev arrives in New York aboard a Soviet liner, along with the 
Communist Party leaders of Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania, to attend the opening of the 15th 
session of the UN General Assembly.  He has called for a summit of the world’s leaders to attend to 
questions of disarmament and an unprecedented number of heads of state and government are 
arriving in the city. 
September 20, 1960  Colonel Joseph Mobutu installs a College of Commissioners to form the 
government of the country.  The members are chosen by President Kasavubu. 
14 nations are admitted to the United Nations:  the Republic of Cameroon, the Central African 
Republic, the Republic of Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Republic of Congo, the 
Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Dahomey, the Republic of Gabon, the Republic of the Ivory Coast 
(Côte d’Ivoire), the Malagasy Republic, the Republic of Niger, the Somali Republic, the Republic of 
Togo and the Republic of Upper Volta. 
The General Assembly approves an African-Asian resolution on the Congo.  It supports the actions of 
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld and urges his continued involvement, appoints a group to 
reconcile the various factions in the Congo, provides for a UN fund under UN control to assist the 
Congo, and calls on all member states to refrain from sending military assistance to any faction. 
Ballerina Ida Rubinstein dies in Vence, France at the age of 75. 
The Hostage by Brendan Behan opens in New York City. 
September 21, 1960  By order of President Eisenhower, and above the protests of US conservatives 
and military, the Panamanian flag is raised in the Canal Zone, simultaneously with the US flag. 
Scontri (Collisions) for orchestra by Henryk Górecki (26) is performed for the first time, in Warsaw.  
Audience members shower the composer with cheers and protests. 
September 22, 1960  The Republic of Mali is proclaimed, separate from Senegal. 
Flötenstück neunphasig for flute and piano by Ernst Krenek (60) is performed for the first time, in 
Venice. 
September 24, 1960  Cuba officially recognizes the Peking government of China, the first country in 
Latin America to do so. 
A performance by John Cage (48), Merce Cunningham, Earle Brown (33) and others at the Teatro La 
Fenice, during the Venice Biennale,  causes a near riot. 
September 26, 1960  David Pratt, who attempted to kill South African Prime Minister Henrik 
Verwoerd, is declared mentally unfit to stand trial. 
The first nationally televised debate between opposing US presidential candidates takes place, 
originating in Chicago. 



September 27, 1960  Novorossiisk Chimes for orchestra by Dmitri Shostakovich (54) is performed for 
the first time, at the Flame of Eternal Glory, Heroes Square, Novorossiisk.  The leaders of the city 
government asked Shostakovich to select appropriate pieces from the classical repetoire for a tape to 
be played at the monument.  They were astonished and pleased when the composer wrote a work 
especially for this purpose.  The recording is played every hour at the flame. 
Monumentum pro Gesualdo di Venosa ad CD anum, arrangements for orchestra by Igor Stravinsky (78) 
of three madrigals by Carlo Gesualdo (†347), is performed for the first time, in Venice, the composer 
conducting. 
September 28, 1960  The French cabinet bans the signatories to the “Manifesto of the 121” of 
September 1.  They may not work in government supported theaters, television or radio.  Teachers 
and other civil servants who signed the document are immediately suspended. 
The Republic of Mali and the Republic of Senegal are admitted to the United Nations. 
September 29, 1960  President Kasavubu of the Congo turns over all administrative authority to the 
College of Commissioners. 
The US State Department announces that all embassy personnel in Havana, as well as 4,000 US 
citizens in Cuba, are urged to send their dependents home because of harassment by police. 
September 30, 1960  French police raid three leftist periodicals today and tomorrow, arresting ten 
people. 
The US State Department urges its citizens not to visit Cuba “unless there are compelling reasons.” 
Quaestio Temporis for chamber orchestra by Ernst Krenek (60) is performed for the first time, over the 
airwaves of Norddeutsche Rundfunk, originating in Hamburg, the composer conducting. 
Toccata festiva for organ and orchestra by Samuel Barber (50) is performed for the first time, at 
Philadelphia Academy of Music.  The work was commissioned to inaugurate the Academy’s new 
Aeolian-Skinner organ. 
Introduction, Scherzo and Fugue op.74 for cello, winds and timpani by Wallingford Riegger (75) is 
performed for the first time, in Rochester, New York. 
October 1, 1960  The prime ministers of China and Burma sign their border treaty in Peking on 
China’s national day. 
Nigeria is declared independent of Great Britain under Queen Elizabeth II and Prime Minister 
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa.  At ceremonies in Lagos, the official transfer of power is made by Princess 
Alexandra of Kent. 
This is the approximate date that LaMonte Young (24) moves to New York from California. 
John Cage (48), Merce Cunningham and others perform at the Hebbel Theater in Berlin.  Some in the 
audience goes into an uproar during Cage’s Music Walk, but like Venice, the audience is strongly 
divided.  Many curtain calls are made. 
October 2, 1960  The French Actors’ Union strikes the state television network to protest the bans of 
September 28. 
String Quartet no.8 by Dmitri Shostakovich (54) is performed for the first time, in Glinka Concert Hall, 
Leningrad.  The work is dedicated “to the memory of the victims of fascism and war.” 
Four motets for voice and piano by Paul Hindemith (64) to words from the Bible are performed for 
the first time, in Berlin:  Ascendente Jesu in naviculam, Angelus Domini apparuit, Dicebat Jesus scribis et 
pharisaels, and Cum factus esset Jesus annorum duodecim. 
Remembrance for chorus and organ by Leslie Bassett (37) to words of Rupert is performed for the first 
time, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
October 3, 1960  French police battle 8,000 conservative youths in the streets of Paris.  The marchers 
are protesting the Manifesto of the 121 issued September 1. 
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld refuses to resign as demanded by the Soviet Union.  His 
comments are met by a standing ovation by a majority of delegates. 



The European Court of Human Rights opens its first case in Strasbourg. 
Mass for Solo Voice with piano accompaniment by Virgil Thomson (63) is performed for the first time, 
in Town Hall, New York.  See May 20, 1974. 
October 4, 1960  Troops loyal to Col. Mobutu seize control in Oriental Province and arrest 
government officials loyal to Patrice Lumumba. 
October 5, 1960  White voters in South Africa approve a change from a constitutional monarchy to a 
republic. 
67 important French educators issue a declaration more moderate in tone than the Manifesto of the 
121.  Nevertheless, they declare that a French Algeria is no longer possible, and they support French 
soldiers who refuse to be a party to acts of torture in Algeria. 
October 6, 1960  185 prominent French conservatives, including seven members of the Académie 
Française, declare the Manifesto of the 121 to be an act of treason. 
Cartridge Music for amplified sounds by John Cage (48) is performed before a live audience for the 
first time, at Mary Bauermeister’s Studio in Cologne.  Among the performers are Cornelius Cardew 
(24), Christian Wolff (26), Nam June Paik and David Tudor.  Simultaneously, the composer performs 
his Solo for Voice 2.  During Nam June Paik’s Etude for Piano, Paik suddenly rises from the piano and 
enters the audience, attacking Cage and Tudor, shredding Cage’s clothes with scissors, then leaving 
the hall.  See September 15, 1960. 
October 7, 1960  Nigeria is admitted to the United Nations. 
Soviet leader Khrushchev announces that he has given de facto recognition to the Provisional 
Government of Algeria. 
Concerto for Improvising Instruments for flute, clarinet, cello, percussion and piano by Lukas Foss (38) is 
performed for the first time, in Philadelphia, the composer at the keyboard. 
October 6, 1960  Cartridge Music for amplified sounds by John Cage (48) is performed for the first 
time, at Mary Bauermeister’s Studio in Cologne.  Among the performers are Cornelius Cardew (24), 
Christian Wolff (26), Nam June Paik and David Tudor.  Simultaneously, the composer performs his 
Solo for Voice 2. 
October 8, 1960  Blacks in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia riot after police help a white victim of a 
traffic accident but to nothing to help a black victim.  Rioters burn and loot white businesses.  Police 
open fire with machine guns.  Seven people are killed, over 100 injured. 
The Story of a Real Man, an opera by Sergei Prokofiev (†7) to words of Mendelson and the composer 
after Polevoy, is staged for the first time, at the Bolshoy Theater, Moscow.  See December 3, 1948. 
October 9, 1960  Sechs Vermessene for piano by Ernst Krenek (60) is performed for the first time, in 
Kassel. 
October 10, 1960  A cyclone and tidal wave kill 5,000 people in East Pakistan (Bangladesh). 
The College of Commissioners demands the UN arrest Patrice Lumumba or face military action by 
the Congolese army. 
October 11, 1960  Peace negotiations begin in Vientianne between the right wing leader Phoumi 
Nosavan and the communist Pathet Lao, chaired by Prince Souvanna Phouma. 
The UN command in Léopoldville refuses Congolese demands for the arrest of Patrice Lumumba. 
Five anti-Castro rebel leaders are executed by firing squad in Santa Clara. 
The British government’s Monckton Commission recommends that power in the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland be devolved to more local levels and that each part of the federation be 
given the right to secede.  They also recommend increased African representation in the Assembly. 
October 12, 1960  Speaking at a political rally in Tokyo, Inejiro Asanuma, chairman of the Socialist 
Party of Japan, is stabbed to death by Otoya Yamaguchi, an ultra-nationalist student.  The Socialist 
Party are leaders against the defense treaty with the United States.  Yamguchi is arrested by police. 



When Philippine diplomat Lorenzo Sumulong makes anti-Soviet statements in a speech to the UN 
General Assembly, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev bangs his shoe on his desk and shouts out that 
Sumulong is a lackey of imperialists.  Later, with the meeting in an uproar, General Assembly 
President Frederick Boland bangs his gavel so fiercely that it breaks.  He then suspends the meeting. 
October 13, 1960  General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev departs New York for home. 
Seven Cubans and one US citizen are executed by firing squad in Santiago de Cuba after being 
convicted of invading Oriente Province.  18 others receive jail terms. 
Il pigmalione, a scena drammatica by Gaetano Donizetti (†112), is performed for the first time, in the 
Teatro Donizetti, Bergamo.  It was the composer’s first stage work, written during his student days in 
1816. 
October 14, 1960  The Cuban government nationalizes about 400 private companies. 
Walter Piston’s (66) Violin Concerto no.2 is performed for the first time, in Pittsburgh. 
October 15, 1960  As water rises to 50 cm in the lobby of his Venice hotel, Igor Stravinsky (78) is 
evacuated in the arms of a porter. 
String Quartet no.12 by Alois Haba (67) is performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen. 
October 16, 1960  Two US citizens are executed by firing squad for their part in the invasion of 
Oriented Province by anti-Castro forces. 
Two new works are performed for the first time, in Donaueschingen:  Anaklasis for strings and 
percussion by Krzysztof Penderecki (26) and Chronochromie for orchestra by Olivier Messiaen (51).  
The audience requires that Anaklasis be encored. 
Concerto for violin, cello, ten winds and percussion by Leon Kirchner (41) is performed for the first 
time, in Baltimore. 
October 17, 1960  French Roman Catholic cardinals and archbishops condemn acts of torture, reprisal 
and terrorism from both sides in Algeria. 
14 winners of television quiz shows in the US, including Charles Van Doren, are arrested for falsely 
testifying that they never received answers in advance. 
Four US chain stores announce that lunch counters in 150 stores in 112 southern cities will be 
integrated. 
The Rise and Fall of the the Third Reich by William L. Shirer is published. 
October 19, 1960  Agreements are signed in Paris calling for the independence of Mauritania on 
November 28. 
Anti-government riots break out in Caracas after the arrest of three members of a leftist party. 
October 20, 1960  General Secretary Nikita Khrushchev announces that the Soviet Union has 
submarines that can fire missiles. 
Unruly Congolese troops begin a week of disorders in Léopoldville. 
While campaigning for president, Senator John Kennedy issues a statement saying the US must 
support anti-Castro forces in exile and in Cuba “who offer eventual hope of overthrowing Castro.”  
His opponent, Vice-President Richard Nixon, calls it “the most shockingly reckless proposal ever 
made in our history by a presidential candidate…” 
October 21, 1960  Symphony no.7 by William Schuman (50) is performed for the first time, in Boston, 
commissioned for the 75th anniversary of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
Time Cycle for soprano and orchestra by Lukas Foss (38) to words of Nietzsche, Auden, Housman and 
Kafka, is performed for the first time, in Carnegie Hall, New York, the composer at the piano and 
Leonard Bernstein (42) conducting.  See July 10, 1961. 
October 22, 1960  George Rochberg’s (42) Time-Span for orchestra is performed for the first time, in St. 
Louis. 
October 23, 1960  The Howard Hanson Inter-Faith Chapel is dedicated at the University of Rochester 
to celebrate Hanson’s (63) 35th anniversary as director of the Eastman School of Music.  As part of the 



festivities, Creator of Infinities Beyond Our Earth for chorus by Howard Hanson to words of Hansen is 
performed for the first time. 
John Sturges’ film The Magnificent Seven is released in the United States. 
Lines and Contrasts for 16 horns by Gunther Schuller (34) is performed for the first time, in Los 
Angeles. 
October 24, 1960  Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play King Lear by Peter Sculthorpe (31) is 
performed for the first time, at Oxford. 
October 26, 1960  The Congolese government and Col. Mobutu agree to confine their army to 
barracks until discipline can be restored. 
Leftist army officers overthrow the regime of President José María Lemus of El Salvador in a 
bloodless coup.  Lemus seeks asylum in Costa Rica. 
Wesleyan University Press publishes the first collected thought of John Cage (48), Silence. 
October 27, 1960  Hundreds of thousands march in major French cities for a negotiated settlement in 
Algeria.  They battle with police and conservative counter demonstrators. 
The new governing junt in El Salvador lifts the state of siege in place since September 25 and restores 
civil rights. 
After a week of anti-government riots in Venezuela, ten people have been killed, over 100 injured. 
October 28, 1960  Carré no.10 for four orchestras and four choruses by Karlheinz Stockhausen (32) is 
performed for the first time, over the airwaves of Norddeutsche Rundfunk, originating in Hamburg.  
Mauricio Kagel (28) and the composer are among the conductors.  The audience is loudly divergent 
in opinion. 
October 29, 1960  A Cuban airliner on a domestic flight is taken over at gunpoint by the co-pilot and 
eight passengers.  When the pilot refuses their demand to fly to Key West, a gunfight ensues.  One 
person is killed, three wounded.  The plane flies to Key West and the nine request asylum. 
October 30, 1960  A cyclone hits East Pakistan killing about 10,000 people.  Over 500,000 are left 
homeless. 
November 2, 1960  Otoya Yamaguchi, assassin of Socialist Party leader Inejiro Asanuma, hangs 
himself in his Tokyo cell. 
A London court exonerates Penguin Books for publishing Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence.  
They find it is not obscene. 
Dmitri Mitropoulos dies in Milan of a heart attack while rehearsing at La Scala. 
November 3, 1960  Maharashtra State offers 20 rupees to any man who has a vasectomy. 
Rajeshwar Dayal, chief UN official in the Congo, reports to the General Assembly that conditions 
there have gone downhill, largely because of the lack of a political settlement, the incompetence of 
the Mobutu government and the return of Belgian colonialists.  He believes the only road is to restore 
President Kasavubu and Prime Minister Lumumba to power. 
Fanfare for SS Oriana for brass by Benjamin Britten (46) is performed for the first time, at the launching 
of the vessel named in the title 
Ha venido: canciones para Silvia for soprano solo and six sopranos by Luigi Nono (36) to words of 
Machado is performed for the first time, in London conducted by Bruno Maderna (40). 
November 4, 1960  After two years in Britain, Peter Sculthorpe (31) boards a plane at Heathrow 
Airport and flies home to Australia. 
Jonathan Leakey discovers a lower jaw to a new species which will be named Homo habilis, in Oldupai 
Gorge, Tanzania.  It is 1,750,000 years old. 
In a nationwide broadcast, President de Gaulle of France promises to respect the outcome of a 
referendum in Algeria, even if the vote is for independence. 
November 5, 1960  Diversions for orchestra by Irving Fine (45) is performed for the first time, in 
Symphony Hall, Boston.  See March 22, 1987. 



November 6, 1960  Peter Sculthorpe (31) arrives in Melbourne after two years in Britain. 
November 7, 1960  The secretary general of the French administration in Algieria, André Jacomet, 
resigns in protest to the speech of November 4. 
November 8, 1960  Eight UN (Ireland) soldiers are killed in an ambush in northern Katanga. 
The legislature of the State of Louisiana passes 28 laws designed to prevent racial integration in the 
public schools. 
About 500,000 transportation workers strike in Brazil, closing down ports and railroads. 
Elections in the United States ensure the victory of John Kennedy as President.  His Democratic Party 
loses one seat in the Senate and 20 in the House of Representatives, but retains its majorities.  The 
popular vote is the closest for any presidential election in the history of the country. 
November 9, 1960  The US, fearing that Patrice Lumumba is a Communist, attacks the Dayal report 
and insists that the presence of Belgians in the Congo only helps the situation. 
The November 7 resignation of André Jacomet is not accepted.  He is required to return to Paris 
where he is sacked. 
Marc Blitzstein (55), David Diamond and a friend drive from Florence to Rome where Blitzstein will 
work on his opera Sacco and Vanzetti. 
November 10, 1960  Five battalions of paratroopers begin a coup against the government of Ngo 
Dinh Diem of South Vietnam. 
A summit of communist party leaders from 81 countries convenes in Peking.  Chairman Mao Tse-
tung does not attend. 
Black sit-in demonstrators are sprayed with water, powder and insecticide at a segregated lunch 
counter in Nashville. 
A federal judge prohibitis implementation of school segregation laws in Louisiana. 
The New Orleans School Board approves a plan to admit five black children to white schools. 
November 11, 1960  Military leaders in Luang Prabang renounce their allegiance to Prime Minister 
Souvanna Phouma and proclaim for the anti-communist General Phoumi. 
Thousands of conservative young people take part in Armistice Day demonstrations in Algiers.  They 
riot, attacking police, destroying buses and ransacking the USIS cultural center.  Over 100 people are 
injured. 
After Congress approves a pay raise, and police surround their building, striking transportation 
workers in Rio de Janeiro vote to go back to work. 
November 12, 1960  Loyal troops arrive in Saigon and put down a revolt by members of the South 
Vietnamese army. 
Aaron Copland appears on Leonard Bernstein’s (42) network television program “Young People’s 
Concerts”.  It is part of celebrations surrounding Copland’s 60th birthday. 
November 13, 1960  President Gursel of Turkey announces that the National Union Committee is 
abolished and replaced with a new committee which will prepare the road back to democracy. 
The Louisiana State Legislature takes control of the New Orleans schools, fires the superintendant 
and orders them closed.  A federal judge prohibits state interference in schools. 
Edson Hymns and Fuguing Tunes for chorus and orchestra by Henry Cowell (63) are performed for the 
first time, in Poughkeepsie, New York. 
New Dances for chamber orchestra by T.J. Anderson (32) is performed for the first time, in Oklahoma 
City. 
November 14, 1960  Four black children are enrolled in white New Orleans schools to the jeers of 
angry whites.  They are the first Louisiana schools to be integrated.  Only ten percent of the normal 
white students attend. 
November 15, 1960  In voting for the Danish Folketing, leftist parties make good gains over the 
center-right.  The Social Democrats remain in power. 



Rioting erupts during a rally of the White Citizens Council in New Orleans. Seven whites are arrested 
in violent demonstrations at a desegregated school. 
The USS George Washington sails from Charleston, South Carolina, the first submarine equipped with 
nuclear missiles. 
November 16, 1960  US President Eisenhower order his navy to patrol the Caribbean coast of Central 
America to prevent invasion from Cuba.  The action comes after requests from the governments of 
Guatemala and Nicaragua. 
About 2,000 whites attack City Hall in New Orleans.  Police and firemen prevent them from reaching 
the school board office, but damage is done outside the building and four black bystanders are set 
upon and beaten and hospitalized. 
November 17, 1960  New rioting erupts in New Orleans with stabbings and fire bombs.  200 white 
and black longshoremen battle.  250 people are arrested, 29 for carrying concealed weapons. 
The University of Tennessee agrees to allow black students next Fall. 
November 18, 1960  Soliloquy for narrator, string quartet and percussion by Ralph Shapey (39) is 
performed for the first time, in Kaufman Auditorium of the 92nd Street Y, New York, conducted by 
the composer. 
November 20, 1960  At the Pathet Lao headquarters in Samneua, Laotian Prime Minister Souvanna 
Phouma announces agreements in principle to end the civil war and form a national unity 
government between his administration, the Pathet Lao and the right-wing organization of General 
Phoumi. 
National elections in Japan result in gains for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. 
Earth Shall be Fair, a cantata for chorus and orchestra by Robert Ward (43) to words of C. Bax and the 
Bible, is performed for the first time, in Des Moines, Iowa. 
November 21, 1960  Gunfire breaks out in Léopoldville between Congolese soldiers and UN (Tunisia) 
troops.  The Congolese attempt to arrest the Ghanaian representative Nathaniel Welbeck who has 
been ordered out of the country.  The Tunisians open fire.  Eight people are killed.  The UN will put 
Welbeck on a plane back to Ghana. 
Suites nos. 1 and 2 for chamber orchestra by Heitor Villa-Lobos (†1) is performed for the first time, in 
the Teatro Municipal, Rio de Janeiro. 
November 22, 1960  The UN General Assembly votes 53-24-19 to seat the delegation headed by 
President Kasavubu rather than the one headed by Prime Minister Lumumba. 
November 25, 1960  Five days of anti-government riots take place in Caracas which will cause eight 
deaths and over 200 injuries. 
The last seven soap operas on US radio give their final performances. 
Khovanshchina, an opera by Modest Musorgsky (†79) to his own words, is performed for the first time 
in an arrangement completed and orchestrated by Dmitri Shostakovich (54).  See May 23, 1959. 
Harvest of Shame, chronicling the horrific conditions of migrant farm workers in the United States, airs 
for the first time on CBS. 
November 28, 1960  The Islamic Republic of Mauritania is declared independent of France under 
President Moktar Ould Daddah. 
Patrice Lumumba escapes from the UN (Morocco) troops guarding him in Léopoldville.  Col. Mobutu 
orders a nationwide manhunt for him. 
President Betancourt of Venezuela suspends constitutional rights and orders the army into the street 
to stop the anti-government violence. 
Richard Wright dies of a heart attack in Paris. 
Sonata no.1 for violin solo by Ernst Krenek (60) is performed for the first time, in Darmstadt. 
November 29, 1960  A menina das nuvens, a musical adventure by Heitor Villa-Lobos (†1) to words of 
Benedetti, is performed for the first time, at the Teatro Municipal, Rio de Janeiro. 



November 30, 1960  The Loneliness of Bunjil for violin, viola and cello by Peter Sculthorpe (31) is 
performed for the first time, in Royal Festival Hall, London. 
The white boycott of two integrated schools in New Orleans is almost total.  Only two white children 
attend one school, none in the other.  White mobs taunt and scuffle with parents of the two white 
children as they pick up their children after school.  However, beginning tomorrow, whites will 
slowly return to the schools. 
Peronists stage a revolt in Santa Fe and Salta Provinces which is quickly put down by Argentine 
troops. 
December 1, 1960  Armed by the US, conservative forces of General Phoumi begin a drive on 
Vientiane to oust the neutralist government of Prince Souvanna Phouma of Laos. 
Congolese troops capture Patrice Lumumba in Mweka, Kasai Province. 
December 2, 1960  Patrice Lumumba and three members of his cabinet are brought to Léopoldville to 
stand trial for abuse of power. 
The USSR begins a series of pronouncements attacking the West and Dag Hammarskjöld as being 
responsible for the arrest of Lumumba. 
Armed students in the Central University in Caracas surrender to surrounding troops, thus ending 
the violence of the last week. 
December 3, 1960  Nine people are killed in fighting between Congolese troops and Lumumba 
supporters in Kikwit.  UN (Morocco) troops are dispatched to halt stop the battle. 
Camelot by Lerner and Loewe opens in New York. 
December 4, 1960  Bernard Salumu, a Lumumba supporter, takes power in Oriental Province and 
announces that it is seceding from the Congo.  Today begins a week of attacks by Baluba tribesmen 
on UN troops and Katanga police in northern Katanga.  Over 100 are reportedly killed. 
The Soviet Union vetoes the admission of Mauritania to the UN after the Security Council refused to 
take up the application of Mongolia. 
December 5, 1960  Five right-wing leaders of the January insurrection in Algeria fail to appear at 
their trial in Paris and are believed to have crossed into Spain. 
As Alan Paton, president of the Liberal Party, returns to South Africa, his passport is seized.  Paton 
lectured in the US and UK against apartheid. 
The US Supreme Court rules that racial discrimination in bus terminal restaurants is a violation of 
law. 
Police form a barricade to protect white parents and children attending two integrated New Orleans 
schools from rocks and other objects hurled at them by white mobs. 
Osvaldo Noé Golijov is born in La Plata, Argentina. 
Dialoge, concerto for two pianos and orchestra by Bernd Alois Zimmermann (42), is performed for the 
first time, in Cologne.  See March 10, 1968. 
December 6, 1960  81 national and regional communist parties make a joint declaration from Moscow 
of solidarity in the struggle against capitalism. 
A French law is enacted calling for the creation of an atomic force independent of NATO. 
Divertimento for chamber ensemble by Lejaren Hiller (36) is performed for the first time, at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana. 
December 7, 1960  Lumumba supporters in Stanleyville (surrounded by Congolese troops) threaten 
to start beheading Europeans if Lumumba is not released within 48 hours. 
Yugoslavia announces that its military contingent in the Congo is being withdrawn because the UN 
has taken sides with Kasavubu and Mobutu.  The UAR also announces a withdrawal of its troops. 
December 8, 1960  A list of names and addresses of owners of cars used to take white children to 
integrated schools in New Orleans is widely circulated and sent to the state legislature.  There has 



been an increased campaign of vandalism and intimidation against white parents who send their 
children to integrated schools. 
O Magnum Mysterium for chorus, organ and instrumental ensemble by Peter Maxwell Davies (26) is 
performed for the first time, in Cirencester Parish Church of St. John the Baptist, Gloucestershire, the 
composer conducting. 
December 9, 1960  The neutral Laotian government of Prince Souvanna Phoma collapses in the face 
of a military threat from the conservative General Phoumi, whose forces are armed by the US.  
Members of the cabinet flee Vientiane for Cambodia.  A military regime takes over in the capital. 
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru reports that Chinese forces have evacuated Longju and 
moved five kilometers north due to an epidemic. 
President de Gaulle begins a six-day tour of Algeria to explain his referendum.  He is avoiding large 
cities where most Europeans, opposed to his plan, live.  Europeans stage a general strike in Algiers 
and Oran to protest the visit.  This turns to violence and 100 people are injured, 400 arrested. 
About 1,000 whites in Stanleyville are placed in a school so that they can be protected by UN 
(Ethiopia) troops. 
December 10, 1960  Indonesia announces its troops will be withdrawn from the Congo because the 
UN mission there has failed. 
Algerian Moslems begin counterdemonstrations to the events of yesterday.  They battle Europeans in 
Algiers, Oran and Orléansville.  Police move in to break up the rioting.  Over 700 people are injured. 
Ernesto Guevara, President of the Cuban National Bank, says in Moscow that Cuba supports the 
manifesto adopted on December 6. 
December 11, 1960  Soviet planes begin arriving in Vientiane with arms to help the Laotian 
government against conservative forces armed by the US. 
French paratroopers fire on Moslem demonstrators in Algiers and Oran.  Moslems also clash with 
police and French conservatives.  65 people are killed 
Ludus de nato infante mirificus, a Christmas play by Carl Orff (65) to his own words, is performed for 
the first time, in Stuttgart. 
December 12, 1960  Keith Holyoake replaces Walter Nash as prime minister of New Zealand. 
Moslem demonstrators attempting to cross a barricade between them and the European section of 
Algiers are fired on by French troops.  Eight people are killed.  The Moslems go on to ransack Jewish 
businesses and a synagogue. 
Morocco announces that its troops in the Congo, the largest of any nation, will be withdrawn because 
they are no longer upholding the “legal authorities.”  Guinea also pledges a withdrawal because the 
mission in the Congo is contrary to the UN Charter. 
The three African delegates to a London conference on Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Kenneth Kaunda, 
Joshua Nkomo and Hastings Kamuzu Banda, walk out “because of the determination of the white 
settlers in Southern Rhodesia to continue white domination…” 
The US Supreme Court rules that Louisiana’s recently passed anti-integration laws are 
unconstitutional and that they may not interpose state law over federal law. 
Monologue for piano by Thea Musgrave (32) is performed for the first time, at Birkbeck College, 
London. 
Symphony no.11 by Darius Milhaud (68) is performed for the first time, in Dallas. 
December 13, 1960  Conservative Laotian forces of General Phoumi fight their way into Vientiane 
against troops loyal to the government. 
French troops fire on European demonstrators in Bône, Algeria.  Two are killed, 15 injured. 
A rival government for the Congo is set up in Stanleyville by Lumumba supporter Antoine Gizenga. 
December 14, 1960  Elements of the Imperial Guard occupy the palace and other key points in Addis 
Ababa in an attempt to overthrow Emperor Haile Selassie I, who is currently abroad. 



Representatives of 18 European and two North American nations sign the charter of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development, in Paris. 
A Soviet veto in the Security Council denies Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld increased powers 
to deal with the Congo situation. 
December 15, 1960  Loyal army units attack rebels in Addis Ababa. 
December 16, 1960  After four days of fighting, conservative forces of General Phoumi take control of 
Vientiane, Laos. 
Loyal troops force rebels out of the Imperial Palace and other places in Addis Ababa but not before 
the rebels execute 19 hostages, including cabinet ministers and other government officials. 
UN (Nigeria) attack Congolese troops in Bukavu to rescue 52 members of an Austrian medical team 
held as disguised Belgians.  One UN soldier is killed, several wounded. 
December 17, 1960  Emperor Haile Selassie returns to Addis Ababa after the quashing of a coup 
attempt against him.  Independent reports put the total death toll in the insurrection at 1,000. 
December 18, 1960  A new right-wing government takes power in Laos, led by Prince Boun Oum. 
December 20, 1960  An organization to cover the communist insurrection in South Vietnam is 
formed, calling itself the National Liberation Front. 
The United Nations General Assembly votes 63-8-27 to recognize the right of the Algerian people to 
self-determination and independence.  But four days of debate on the Congo crisis fails to find 
agreement on a solution. 
Songs of War and Peace, a cantata by Alfred Schnittke (26) to words of Leontyev and Pokrovsky, is 
performed for the first time, in the Great Hall of Moscow Conservatory. 
Incidental music to Shakespeare’s play A Midsummer Night’s Dream by Thea Musgrave (32) is 
performed for the first time, at the Old Vic Theatre, London. 
December 22, 1960  Samuel Barber’s (50) orchestral work Die natali is performed for the first time, in 
Symphony Hall, Boston. 
December 25, 1960  Congolese troops loyal to Patrice Lumumba raid Bukavu and carry off Prime 
Minister Jean Miruho of Kivu Province, three of his ministers and the commander of the Kivu 
garrison. 
Duke Ellington (61) plays Come Sunday at a midnight mass in Paris. 
An episode of the CBS television series The Twentieth Century entitled “Admiral Byrd” with music by 
Ulysses Kay (43) is shown for the first time, over the airwaves of the network. 
December 26, 1960  The Soviet film Ballad of a Soldier opens in New York. 
December 27, 1960  For the third time, France sets off a nuclear explosion in the Sahara. 
December 28, 1960  Sonata for organ op.86 by Vincent Persichetti (45) is performed for the first time, at 
Washington University in St. Louis. 
December 29, 1960  Eleven people (seven in absentia) are sentenced to death in Amman for the 
killing of Prime Minister Hazza al-Majali on August 29. 
December 30, 1960  The new right-wing Laotian government which forced its way into power earlier 
this month appeals to the UN and the world for help against Communist forces it says are infiltrating 
from North Vietnam. 
Federal courts in Tennessee block the eviction orders for 700 black sharecroppers.  They are being 
evicted because they tried to register to vote. 
Peru breaks relations with Cuba charging that it was helping to foment rebellion in the country. 
December 31, 1960  Four of those condemned December 29 are publicly hanged in Amman. 
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