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The main aim of this contribution is to give information about distribution of alpine and

subalpine Erebia species living in High, West and Belianske Tatras, altitude of occurrence of

Erebia species and host plants of their larval stages.



 All accessible literature data in connection with occurrence of all Erebia
species in High, West and Beliansky Tatras were used in this contribution.

 Literature data are supplemented not only by data of original studies
(especially by entomologists and lepidopterologists) concerning mountain,
subalpine and alpine Lepidoptera of Tatras but by no published finds of
another workers and collectors as well.
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Erebia ligea  (Linnaeus, 1758) 29 800-1500 

Milium effusum, 

Carex, Poa 

annua, 

Deschampsia 

caespitosa 

Erebia euryale  (Esper, 1805) 60 800-2000

Carex, Festuca, 

Poa, Sesleria, 

Milium, 

Calamagrostis

Erebia manto  (Denis & Schiffermüller, 1775) 34 1100-2000
Festuca ovina, 

F. rubra 
PA

Erebia epiphron  (Knoch, 1783) 60 1200-2100

Festuca ovina, 

Poa annua, 

Nardus stricta, 

Deschampsia 

caespitosa

PA

Erebia pharte  (Hübner, 1804) 15 1300-1950

Festuca ovina, 

Carex, Poa, 

Nardus stricta  

PA, §

Erebia aethiops  (Esper, 1777) 14 800-1600

Poa annua, 

Carex, 

Brachypodium, 

Briza media, 

Dactylis 

glomerata, 

Sesleria varia, 

Agrostis 

canina, Molinia 

caerulea

Erebia medusa  (Denis & Schiffermüller, 1775) 18 900-1900

Festuca ovina, 

F. rubra, Poa, 

Milium effusum 

Erebia gorge  (Hübner, 1804) 50 1600-2400
Festuca, Poa, 

Sesleria varia
PA

Erebia pronoe  (Esper, 1780) 14 1300-1900
Poa, Festuca 

ovina
PA

Erebia pandrose  (Borkhausen, 1788) 67 1700-2400
Festuca, Poa, 

Sesleria varia
PA

Erebia tyndarus  (Esper, 1781) 2 1810
Poa annua, 

Festuca ovina

Erebia oeme  (Hübner, 1804) 4 ?

Luzula, 

Festuca, 

Holcus, Poa
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Occurrence of two species in Tatras is problematic: Erebia tyndarus (Esper, 1781) 

and Erebia oeme (Hübner, 1804) (Hrubý, 1964; Reiprich, 1989) and presence of 

Erebia mnestra (Hübner, 1804), Erebia montana (goante) (De Prunner, 1798) and  

Erebia melampus (Fuessli, 1775)  in Tatras is very doubtful – evidently wrong  

determination.         

Erebia sudetica (Staudinger, 1861) is also mentioned from  Tatras, concretely 

Beliansky Tatras (Novák, 1963) but this species has not been mentioned from 

there  since 1963. This species is and  probably was in the past absent in Tatras.  

In this case confusion of locality labels probably came.

http://www.pbase.com/fdt/image/47050439


With respect to the fact that the research of Erebia butterflies in Tatras has been 

mostly aimed to attractive species, chiefly to faunistics , in near future it would be 

necessary to focus on study  population dynamics and ecology of all the 

representatives from the Erebia genus and to verify the host plant of their larval 

stages.

Sufficient funding would be needed for such research and not only research in 

field condition  but  breeding in laboratory as well would be carried out during 

several years with respect to extreme hard landscape conditions.




































