MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

(DEPARTMENT OF BORDER MANAGEMENT)

*****

1. INTRODUCTION
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India has 15,106.7 km of land border and a coastline of 7,516.6 km including island territories.  The length of our land borders with neighbouring countries is as under : 

	Name of the country
	Length of the border

(in km)

	Bangladesh
	4,096.7

	China
	3,488 

	Pakistan
	3,323 

	Nepal
	1,751 

	Myanmar
	1,643 

	Bhutan
	  699 

	Afghanistan
	  106 

	Total 
	15,106.7



Securing the country’s borders against interests hostile to the country and putting in place systems that are able to interdict such elements while facilitating legitimate trade and commerce are among the principal objectives of border management.  The proper management of borders, which is vitally important for national security, presents many challenges and includes coordination and concerted action by administrative, diplomatic, security, intelligence, legal, regulatory and economic agencies of the country to secure the frontiers and sub serve its best interests.


The Department of Border Management was created in the Ministry of Home Affairs in January, 2004 to pay focused attention to the issues relating to management of international land and coastal borders, strengthening of border policing & guarding, creation of infrastructure like roads, fencing & flood lighting of borders and implementation of Border Area Development Programme.


As a part of the strategy to secure the borders as also to create infrastructure in the border areas of the country, several initiatives have been undertaken by the Department of Border Management.  These include expeditious construction of fencing, floodlighting & roads along Indo-Pakistan and Indo-Bangladesh borders, development of Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) at various locations on the international borders of the country, construction of strategic roads along Indo-China border.  In addition, various developmental works in the border areas have been undertaken by the Department under the Border Area Development Programme as a part of the comprehensive approach to border management.
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