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John Craton

La boîte à musique
un ballet macabre

For Kathy Thompson
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Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello
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mp
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  
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 
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               

 
mp
         




 
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
  

      

Girls 1 & 2 enter




 


They look with wonder              

   



   




        

 
                 

 
               

                

   
  

   
pizz.

   
arco


   


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





     

     

 





 They dance

           

       


       
     

            
  

pizz.

 
    

          
  

pizz.

    
 

           
pizz.

      

                            
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
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  
mp
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



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    

   
 

  


      

 
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       
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 
                         

                           

       
arco

  
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     
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
  
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
                

 
f

                       

 
f

    
pizz.


  

  
   

arco       

 
f
    pizz.

        
arco   

 
f
        

9
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AndanteAndanteAndanteAndante

AndanteAndanteAndanteAndante

  =  69

  =  69

rit.rit.rit.rit.

rit.rit.rit.rit.

Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











       


 
 Find mannequin

p
      

          
p

     

          
  

          





p

   

               
    

            
   

    

          
    

              

10



61 















2222
Allegro moderatoAllegro moderatoAllegro moderatoAllegro moderato

Allegro moderatoAllegro moderatoAllegro moderatoAllegro moderato

  =  96

  =  96

Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
Girl 2 curtsies to the mannequin

       
  

          
   

     
 

  

         

   
pizz.

pp

  
p

arco

  

   
pizz.

pp
  

p

arco






   
pizz.

pp

  
p

arco

  

   
pizz.

pp
 


arco

p
   

65

Cl.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









Dances with mannequin

p

                  

                         

  
 


 

      
 

  


 


 

                         

                 



11
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Fl.

Cl.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
p

                    

                            

 
p

            


        

                    

                        

  
 


 

      
 

  


 




                        

                 

12



81

Fl.

Cl.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
cresc.

                         

  
cresc.

                   

          

  
cresc.

                   

  
cresc.
                   

  
cresc.
                   

 
cresc.

             

13



88

rall.rall.rall.rall.

rall.rall.rall.rall.

a tempoa tempoa tempoa tempo

a tempoa tempoa tempoa tempo

Fl.

Cl.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











        Mannequin dance ends.  They explore further    

             

    

mf

    
               

                   

        
mf

                    

        
mf
                  

        
mf

                 

     


mf
             

pizz.



14



95

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









 
mf

       
mf


  

 
mf

   
mf

                  

 
mf

      

  
 

  
mf

  
                      

             

   
 


mf

                 

   
 

mf

                 

     
mf

                 

   
mf

arco


       

pizz.   

15
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Fl.

Cl.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











            

    
mf
              

     

   
                      

              

                      

 
                    

                      

       
arco

  
     

16
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rit.rit.rit.rit.

rit.rit.rit.rit.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









   
f

            

   
f

 
                    

 
f

       

                    

 

f

         




                 

 
f

                

 
f

            
   

 
f

              

 
f

              

17
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









                   

                          

                          

 
            



       

    


                    

                   


                   

               

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











3333 AllegrettoAllegrettoAllegrettoAllegretto q = 92

AllegrettoAllegrettoAllegrettoAllegretto q = 92

Harp

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello






 
pp

They notice the trunk     


       


  
pp

                  



  
pp

                
 




 
pp
     



 
pp
     


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7 













Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









 
Open trunk and examine contents

 
pp

    
       

Take out a tam-o-shanter

       
3

   
pp

  
             

   
pp
              

    
pizz.

p

   
     

    
pizz.

p

   

    

 

    
pizz.

p

   
    


 

    
pizz.

p

  


     
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











4444 Allegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppo

Allegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppo

11
 =  84

 =  84

Fl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









   

Donning the tam-o-shanter, Girl dances a jig


f

                       




   
arco

f
                    

    arco

f
         

    arco

f
         

    arco

f
                     

   
arco

f
 

div.

       

22



16

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









 
            

            
(“Hunt the Squirrel”)

        
mf

    

               

               

               

                               

               
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22

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









  
mp

             

                   

    
mp

          

                 

                 

                     

                 
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26

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









                      

                  

                     

             

                     

                          

                     

25



31

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









             
f

           

       
f

          

          
f

       

    

f

       

    
       

        
f

          

             
f

         

              
f

     
div.

 

             
f
   
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36

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









                         

                    
p

      

               
p

   

     
         

p

        

   


  

       

          
         

p

        

                  
p        

               
p
   

               
p
   
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Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









  
f

                     

      
f

          

     
f
            

    

f

          

    


       

     
f


         

     
f

                

     
f
                   

     
f
               
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46

Eng. Hn.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











                   

                           

             
   

 

           

                     

                        

                     
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









     
f

           

           
mp

    

        
mp

  

                

           

                     

                     

                          

                     
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56

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









                       

                         

                     

       
                 

    

   


      

               

                     

                          

                     
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61

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









               
f



                    

        
f



                    

    

        

    

        

               

                     

                          

                     
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66

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









               
  

 
          

mf




 
f

                        

                              
p



 
f

                     

 
f

                            
 

p



           


  

     

 
f

                  
         

p

  

 
f

                          
p  

 
f

                 

 
f

                 
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72 rit.rit.rit.rit.

rit.rit.rit.rit.

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









 
            

f

       

 
p

         


f

                  

            
f
          

 
p

       
f
            

            
f

                

            

  

         

           
f


         

           
f

                

 
p
       

f
                   

 
p
       

f
               
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78 















5555 Allegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppo

Allegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppo

=  92

=  92

Eng. Hn.

Bsn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.










             They further explore the trunk 

 
             

       
   

        



   

    

 






mf

        

        




mf
   

         

 

mf

     

        

 

mf
   
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84
6666

6666











Fl.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.






      

Girl 1 lifts out a feather boa.

 
sf

    

     

            

pizz.

sf

 

     

         

pizz.

sf




     

            

pizz.

sf

 

    

            

pizz.

sf



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















90 Ragtime tempoRagtime tempoRagtime tempoRagtime tempo

Ragtime tempoRagtime tempoRagtime tempoRagtime tempo

  =  82

  =  82

Fl.

Cl.

H-t. Pno.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
Wrapping it about her neck, she dances a ragtime.

      

     
f

                  

  

f

   
    

mf

                 

       
 

 
   



 





   
f

         

   
f
         

   
f

         

  

f

       

97

Fl.

Cl.

H-t. Pno.







     
f

            

                      

   

  

     
           


 

 


   3

 






          
 





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103

Fl.

Ob.

H-t. Pno.





                          

       
f

     

     
           

      
   

   


 




 



  


     

 

    


    

109

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

H-t. Pno.





                       

                         
    

   
f

                      
   

          
       

       
   

     






   

  
 
 
 
    


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115

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

H-t. Pno.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.











                    


mp

  
     

                  
mp

        

                     
mp

        

   



    


 



 


 


 

mp

 

   

       



 

 

 
     

  

     

      
mf

 
  

      
mf

 
  

      
mf

   
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121 

















7777
Tempo ITempo ITempo ITempo I

Tempo ITempo ITempo ITempo I

  =  92

  =  92

rall.rall.rall.rall.

rall.rall.rall.rall.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

H-t. Pno.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









  
p

 

They further explore the trunk

 
Remove and carefully dust off an exotic music box

  

  
p
       

  
p
 

     

  

p

      

   
     

  
p


  

p

arco        

        

  
p

  

p

arco

                

  
p

 

p

arco

    

  
p

 

p

arco

    
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a tempoa tempoa tempoa tempo

a tempoa tempoa tempoa tempo

128

Fl.

Ob.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









         
mp

   

    
p

       
mp

 

   

  

p
     

mp
 

  




 
p
     

mp

 

    
p
     

mp
 

  
  

p

     
mp

 

135

Fl.

Ob.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









           

           

         

        

          

          


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139 rit.rit.rit.rit.

rit.rit.rit.rit.

Fl.

Ob.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









         

       

        


      


      


      

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











8888

8888

8888

AndanteAndanteAndanteAndante q = 92

AndanteAndanteAndanteAndante q = 92

AndanteAndanteAndanteAndante q = 92

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello







 
mp

Open the music box

                              

       


             

        

        

         

        

8

8

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







      
Spectral couple enters dancing stiffly

            
The sisters watch in both fear and fascination

                 
3

 
 


  


              

  
pizz.

pp

           
p

     

  
pizz.

pp

           
p

     

  
pizz.

pp

           
p

arco    

  
pizz.

pp

           
p

arco

    
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15

15

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







  


 
                       

       


                 

       
arco

mp

          

       
arco

mp
        

     
mp

        

        
mp

       

21

21

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







                             

                          

                  

                 

                 

 
pizz.

                 
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27

27

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







           

        


   

       
           

     
mf

           
     

     
mf

              

     
mf

             

        
arco

mf
         

34

34

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







                 

 
        

   

                       
     

                

               

           
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39

39

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







            
   

                        

                             

                    

                 

               

45

45

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







                         

 


 


               

                                  

                       

           
      

                
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51

51

rit.rit.rit.rit.

rit.rit.rit.rit.

rit.rit.rit.rit.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.







                 


Couple slowly exits while waltzing

   

                

 
                      

                         

                   

               
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











9999 LentoLentoLentoLento q = 46

LentoLentoLentoLento q = 46

Flute

Oboe

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello









  The girls are frightened  
mp


                 

  
mp
                     

 
mp

         

 
mp
          

 
mp

         

 
mp
          
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8

Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
 Girl 1 wants to put the box back in the trunk, but Girl 2 wants to play it again

  
               

                 

 
mp

                             
   

               
      

                

                

               

                
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14

Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











               
p
     

              
p
 

                              
p




                

  

             
p


            
p
  

            
p
   

           
p

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rall.rall.rall.rall.

rall.rall.rall.rall.

Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











                            

                        

 

  
 

 
    

        
         

  


                     

                    

 

                       

 

                    

 
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AgigatoAgigatoAgigatoAgigato

AgigatoAgigatoAgigatoAgigato

 =  116

 =  116

26

Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 

Girl 2 snatches the box from Girl 1's hands.  They struggle over it.


ff

     
    

   
      

   
     

  
ff

                           

   
ff

       
           gli

ss.  
   glis

s.



                           
  gli

ss.


 
ff

    
pizz. 

arco




   
      

 
ff

   
pizz.

 
arco





   
 

ff

   
pizz.  arco

    
  

pizz.

ff

   
arco    
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Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
  


      

              
      

   
    

                
         

  
        

     

   
 

            gl
iss
.

 


     
      

        
  

              
      

  

   
          

        

      
pizz.

  
  


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Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
    

f

                    
3 3 3 3

   
f

                    3
3

3 3

  
f

                       

   
      

     
f

                

     
f

                 

     
f

                

 
arco

 
f

  
          
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Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
       

                
3 3 3 3

                   
    

3 3 3
3

 
                         



         

               

                

               

            
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45 Allegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppo

Allegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppoAllegro non troppo

=  92

=  92

















Fl.

Ob.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











  
ff

     


  Girl 2 wrestles the box from Girl 1 
   

  
ff

            

 
ff

          


   

            
 

 

 
ff

         
pizz.

p

 

 
ff


        

pizz.

p
 

 
ff

  
       

pizz.

p

 

 
ff

 

 

    
pizz.

p

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













10101010
51

Fl.

M.B.

M.B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












  
Opening the box, the music plays.
The ghostly couple reappear, this time
accompanied by other wraiths.

     

  

mp

                        

         


          

  
pp
               

  
pp
               

  
pp

               

  
pp
         


    

58

M.B.

M.B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









                                 
3

      

  


        

       
arco          

       
arco

        

       
arco       

       
arco

       


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M.B.

M.B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









             


 
             

             


          

            
p

     

            
p

   

           
p

    

           
p

   

70 rit.rit.rit.rit.

rit.rit.rit.rit.

M.B.

M.B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









           
 Dancers slow their pace and eventually freeze when music stops.

 
The box winds down.

 
sempre dim.

                

                         

         
sempre dim.

         

         
sempre dim.

        

      
sempre dim.

         

     
pizz.

  
sempre dim.

        


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76
11111111

11111111















Tempo di tangoTempo di tangoTempo di tangoTempo di tango

Tempo di tangoTempo di tangoTempo di tangoTempo di tango

 =  96

 =  96

Ratchet

M.B.

M.B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









    
f

Girl 2 winds the box

     
A haunting tango begins



              
mp

   

            

           

           

            

          

81

M.B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.





 
f

 
            




    
    

  
pizz.

f
  

arco

            

  
pizz.

f
    

 
arco

    

  
pizz.

f

      
arco

 
 

 
arco

f
                     


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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

M.B.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.













     
f


   

    
f

          

    
f

          


 
 

   
f

             
 

          


            

 
        

         

           
        

                   
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89

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











     
          

       

                         

   
  

   
  

 
              

    

                 
             

 
                

   
     

                      
 

                     
 
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Timp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












                
ff

 



 

                     
ff

        

    
ff
   

    
           

ff

      

                
ff


     

             
ff


     

       
   

ff


    
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Timp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












 

As dance continues, the specter girl
tries to draw Girl 1 into the dance
against her will.

              
          




    

                     

           

          

                      
     

 
                   

    

                     
   

                    
 

 
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Timp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












 
  

                          

              
            

    
  

          

                         

   
                     

                  
   

                  
 
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Timp.

Cym.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.














 
   

Specter girl takes hold of Girl 1 
who wrests free. Girls 1 & 2 try
to close the box lid w/o success.

fff

  
 


           

     
fff

              

      




  

  
        


 





3

  
fff



 

fff



   

fff

     
   

   


    



gl
is
s.











     

   

fff

 
  




 

 
 


 




      

     

   

fff

 


 
 

   
  




     

       
fff

 
  

 

 

 
 

   


      

       
fff

 
  

       



     
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Timp.

Cym.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.














 
Specter girl brings Girl 1 into the dance      

    
    

3

                        
3 5

 
fff

 


    





      

      
   

   

 



gliss.   

    

 

 

              


    

       
          



 
               

          
   
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Timp.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.














 
                

                   

                                
 


 
3

3

            

   

 
 



                 

                         

                      

                 
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Timp.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.














 
             


   

  

              

          


   
 

   
  

         

    

   

          


    





 

           
 


         



           
              

                  

68



118

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Timp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












     
 


        

     

                   

  
                



         
     3 3

 
                     

                         

   
        

     

              
   
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

Timp.

B. D.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
















 
   

            



        

3

                    

     


        
          

6

       

 

   
3 3

  
fff

  

   

 
               

               
    

  
         


   

    

  
               


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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

B. D.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.














      

 
         

6

                     

     
        

            

 

3

 
   

    




   

                 

                   
  

   
             

  

 


            
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

B. D.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.














  




               
      

 
                  

                         
    


   


6

3

 
   

   

   

               



 

             
 

   


             



            

 
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Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

B. D.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.














                

Girl 1 collapses

      
 

3 6

    
3

      
              

6

             



 

              3

3 3 6

 
    

  

   
  


              

        


              3

3

            



           

  
3 3

3


   

     



 
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  =  88

  =  88

133 



























Fl.

Ob.

Eng. Hn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.









 

Girl 2 tries to rouse her

 
p


         

   


 

  
p

                    

        

   
p

          

   
p

       

   


pizz.

p
                


p

pizz.

 
   


         
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













AdagioAdagioAdagioAdagio

AdagioAdagioAdagioAdagio

  =  60

  =  60

139

Timp.

Cym.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.










 

ff

Seeing that her sister is dead, she is terrified at what she has done


      

     
            

 


ff
    

 
ff

 
     

     


 
ff

                 

 
ff

                 

 
arco

ff

                

 
arco

ff

                
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144 poco rit.poco rit.poco rit.poco rit.

poco rit.poco rit.poco rit.poco rit.

a tempoa tempoa tempoa tempo

a tempoa tempoa tempoa tempo

Timp.

Cym.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.










  

     She flees 
   

 

 

Stage darkens. Girl 1 exits.

 

   





  

  
 

 
 

   
ppp
     

 
       

ppp

  

      


   
ppp

  

         
ppp

  

          
pp

pizz.

     
150

Ob.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











 
pp

                              

           

 
       

   
     

       

    
 

         


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155 











Ob.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.











               
Stage slowly lightens to a dim view

  

          

              

                

               

    
                

77

















Andantino non troppoAndantino non troppoAndantino non troppoAndantino non troppo

Andantino non troppoAndantino non troppoAndantino non troppoAndantino non troppo

161
  =  88

  =  88

Fl.

Ob.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












 

Spectral couple reenter waltzing

p

            


  

     
p

                 

   
p
       

 
       

p

      

         
p
      

         
p

      

     
arco

p

      
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Fl.

Ob.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












 
Girl 1 enters, now a wraith


   

    
Specter girl moves to draw her to her partner

                  

                     
3

            

                   

                   

                 

               
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Fl.

Ob.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.












           
Girl 1 and specter boy dance.
Specter girl showers Girl 1 with petals.

  

           

            

 
                             

                    

                

                

180

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.






             

 
                           

                      

                  

             


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Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.






          

                             

                           

                  

          
192

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.





 
                       

                      

           
197 molto rit.molto rit.molto rit.molto rit.

molto rit.molto rit.molto rit.molto rit.

Tub. B.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.






  

Stage slowly darkens

   
pp

 
ppp

  

 
            

ppp

     

                 
ppp

     

           
ppp

     

     
pizz.

pp  dim.

     
End of balletEnd of balletEnd of balletEnd of ballet

  




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