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Afiq Final Report Oren Zingboym [30/12/2009]

Afula

‘Afula Final Report Edna Amos [17/12/2008]
Ahihud

Ahihud Preliminary Report Dina Avshalom-Gorni [29/11/2009]
Akko

Tel ‘Akko Final Report Hanaa Abu-'Ugsa [22/2/2009]
‘Akko, Lily Sharon Park  Final Report Hanaa Abu-‘Ugsa [24/3/2009]
‘Akko Final Report Yoav Lerer [30/12/2009]

‘Akko Final Report Eliezer Stern and Hanaa Abu-‘Ugsa [30/12/2009]
Alon ey Abba
Aloney Abba Preliminary Report Leea Porat [26/7/2009]

Amazya East Final Report Gregory Seriy [4/8/2009]

‘Ami‘ad Quarry, Survey Final Report Abdalla Mokary [28/12/2009]
Ar‘ara
‘Ar‘ara (Southwest) Final Report Amir Gorzalczany, Shireen Mahajna and Abdallah Masarwa [12/3/2009]

Ashdod, the Southern Shore  Preliminary Report Pirhiya Nahshoni [22/11/2009]
Ashgelon

Ashgelon Final Report Yoram Haimi [12/1/2009]

Ashgelon Final Report Pirhiya Nahshoni [16/2/2009]

Ashgelon, Underwater Site  Preliminary Report Jacob Sharvit [30/4/2009]

Ashgelon, el -Qabu Final Report Ofer Sion [2/6/2009]

Ashgelon Final Report Yoram Haimi [28/6/2009]

Ashgelon, Industrial Zone (North)  Final Report Pirhiya Nahshoni [26/11/2009]

Ashgelon, Barne ‘a Final Report Ron Toueg [30/12/2009]
Azor
Azor, Ha-Histadrut Street  Final Report Amir Gorzalczany [12/3/2009]

Azor Final Report Lior Rauchberger [13/8/2009]

Bab al-Hawa Preliminary Report Moshe Hartal [27/5/2009]
Baga al -Gharbiya
Baga el-Gharbiya Preliminary Report Jacob Sharvit [16/2/2009]
Beisamoun
Beisamoun (Malla ha) Preliminary Report Hamudi Khalaily, Omry Barzilai and Gilead Jaffe [2/12/2009]
Bené Yehuda
Bené Yehuda Final Report Oren Zingboym [31/8/2009]

Bene Beraq, El Waqgf Final Report Dor Golan [29/11/2009]
Bet Guvrin
Bet Guvrin Bypass Road, Survey  Preliminary Report Yehuda Dagan [8/7/2009]
Bet Nehemya
Bet Nehemya Final Report Alla Nagorsky [23/9/2009]
Bet She’an
Bet She’an Preliminary Report Walid Atrash [17/2/2009]
Bet She’an Final Report Yotam Tepper [7/9/2009]
Bet She’an Preliminary Report Walid Atrash [1/9/2009]
Bet She’an, Shikun Alef Final Report Walid Atrash [8/10/2009]

Bet She’an (West) Preliminary Report Walid Atrash [29/12/2009]
Be’er Ora
Be’er Ora Final Report Yigal Israel [25/6/2009]

Be’er Ora Final Report Yigal Israel [25/6/2009]
Be’er Sheva*
Be’er Sheva' Park, Survey Final Report Flavia Sonntag and Nir-Shimshon Paran [21/3/2009]
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Be’er Sheva‘, Survey Final Report Emil Aladjem and Simeon Gendler [10/6/2009]
Be’er Sheva‘, Shazar Boulevard Final Report Yigal Israel [19/8/2009]

Binyamina Final Report Mordechai Haiman [17/11/2009]
Biq ‘at Yaval
Biq ‘at Yaval Final Report Emil Aladjem and Nir-Shimshon Paran [27/1/2009]

Dabayib e t-Tuwal (North) Final Report Walid Atrash [27/8/2009]
Dabburiya Final Report Rafeh Abu Raya [30/4/2009]

Dafna Final Report Abdalla Mokary [17/11/2009]
Dalton
Dalton, Survey Final Report Hendrik (Enno) Bron [26/12/2009]

Devira Forest, Survey Final Report Emil Aladjem and Simeon Gendler [16/6/2009]
El-Burj
El-Burj Final Report Mordechai Haiman [2/9/2009]

El-Burj Preliminary Report llan Peretz and Pirhiya Nahshoni [15/9/2009]
El-Judeida Final Archive Report Yoav Lerer [6/5/2009]

El-Maghara, Yad Benyamin Final Report Dalit Weinblatt Krauz [24/12/2009]
Elrom

Elrom Junction  Final Report Hendrik (Enno) Bron [1/1/2009]
Elut

‘llut Final Report Edna Amos [15/2/2009]

‘En Hemed Final Report Rina Avner [15/7/2009]

‘En Tut Interchange  Final report Murad Anton Tabar [2/9/2009]

‘En Ziwan, Survey Final Report Oren Zingboym [16/2/2009]

Er-Rama Final Report Gilad Cinamon [4/5/2009]

Es-Sawafir esh -Shargiya (Shapira Center) Final Report Daniel Varga [5/8/2009]

Eshel Ha-Nasi, Survey in the Junction Area  Final Report Emil Aladjem [14/2/2009]
Eshta’ol
Eshta’ol Preliminary Report Amir Golani and Dan Storchan [1/1/2009]

Eshta’ol Junction Final Report Gideon Solimany [11/3/2009]

Fakhura Preliminary Report Oren Zingboym and Dina Avshalom-Gorni [5/1/2009]
Fassuta
Fassuta Final Report Hagit Tahan [30/12/2008]

Ge’alya Preliminary Report Amir Gorzalczany [5/5/2009]

Giv‘at Avni (South) Final Report Butrus Hana [8/1/2009]

Giv‘at Hamudot, Survey Final Report Yoav Lerer [14/6/2009]

Giv'‘at Pazra, Survey on the Southeast  Final Report Oren Zingboym [16/2/2009]
Giv'‘at Rabi (East), Survey Final Report Hamudi Khalaily and Ofer Marder [14/2/2009]

Giv'‘ati Junction Final Report Nir-Shimshon Paran [1/9/2009]
Ha-Gosherim
Ha-Gosherim Preliminary Report Nimrod Getzov [14/9/2009]
Hadera, Bet Eli ‘ezer Final Report Abdallah Masarwa [9/3/2009]
Haluzit
Haluzit, Survey Final Report Pirhiya Nahshoni and Emil Aladjem [21/6/2009]
Haluzit, Survey Final Report Yeshayahu Lender and Pirhiya Nahshoni [21/6/2009]
Har Shahar Final Report Mordechai Haiman [6/5/2009]
Hittin
Hittin Final Report Edna Amos [5/11/2009]
Hof Sha haf Preliminary Report Ofer Marder, Reuven Yeshurun and Howard Smithline [27/5/2009]

Horbat Ba ‘alan, Survey Preliminary Report Yehuda Dagan [17/11/2009]
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Horbat Bannay Final Report Yoav Lerer [3/8/2009]

Horbat Bet Loya Preliminary Report Oren Gutfeld [13/3/2009]
Horbat Borin
Horbat Burin  Final Report Amani Abu Hamid [30/12/2009]

Horbat Castra
Horbat Castra Final Report Marwan Masarwa [9/3/2009]

Horbat Damon Final Report Khaled Mahamid [30/12/2009]
Horbat Devela
Horbat Devela Final Report Sigal Golan [7/6/2009]

Horbat ‘Emed Preliminary Report Hagit Tahan [12/7/2009]
Horbat Humra

Horbat Humra (Southwest) Final Report Eli Yannai [15/9/2009]
Horbat Mesar

Horbat Mesar (North)  Final Report Abdallah Masarwa [23/6/2009]

Horbat Mesar Final Report Kareem Sa‘id [7/12/2009]
Horbat Nekhes
Horbat Nekhes (Highway 431) Final Report Ron Toueg [24/3/2009]

Horbat Pela h (North) Final Report Elena Kogan-Zehavi [1/7/2009]

Horbat Petora
Horbat Petora (North)  Final Report Ilan Peretz and Oded Feder [5/1/2009]

Horbat Petora (North)  Final Report Oded Feder [28/7/2009]
Horbat Rimon
Horbat Rimon  Final Report Yael Abadi-Reiss and Nir-Shimshon Paran [20/1/2009]

Horbat Rimon  Preliminary Report Nir-Shimshon Paran and Svetlana Talis [20/1/2009]
Horbat Shela h (west) Final Report Mordechai Haiman [17/11/2009]

Horbat Siv, Survey of Northern Sharon  Final Report Yehuda Dagan and Leticia Barda [15/9/2009]
Horbat Tirat Tamra
Horbat Tirat Tamra Final Report Hagit Tahan [2/12/2009]
Hura
Hura, Nahal Shoket Final Report Vlada Nikolsky [18/12/2008]
Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Ramat Sharet Final Report Annette Nagar [17/12/2008]

Jerusalem, ‘Ir Gannim Final Report Gideon Solimany [18/12/2008]

Jerusalem, Zahal Square Final Report Annette Nagar [30/12/2008]

Jerusalem, Ramat Bet Ha -Kerem Final Report Annette Nagar [8/1/2009]

Jerusalem, Giv ‘at Sha'ul Final Report Annette Nagar [8/1/2009]

Jerusalem, the Greek Colony  Final Report Annette Nagar [8/1/2009]

Jerusalem, Development Survey in Na hal Darga Final Report Yehuda Dagan and Leticia Barda [8/1/2009]
Jerusalem, Har Ziyyon Preliminary Report Yoav Arbel [11/1/2009]

Jerusalem, Er -Ram Final Report Annette Nagar [11/1/2009]

Jerusalem, Newe Ya 'aqov Final Report Annette Nagar [11/1/2009]

Jerusalem, E -Tur Final Report Anna Eirikh-Rose [14/1/2009]

Jerusalem, Survey of Giv ‘at Massu 'a Final Report Omry Barzilai, Leticia Barda and Ira Pasternak [21/1/2009]
Jerusalem, Survey of Giv ‘at Massu 'a Final Report Anna Eirikh-Rose [21/1/2009]

Jerusalem, Nisan Beck Street  Final Report Gerald Finkielsztejn [22/3/2009]

Jerusalem, Sharafat Final Report Nuha Agha [25/5/2009]

Jerusalem, the Rockefeller Museum  Final Report Tawfik De‘adle [3/6/2009]

Jerusalem, City of David  Final Report Tawfik De‘adle [3/6/2009]

Jerusalem, Sha 'are Moshe Final Report Annette Nagar [26/6/2009]

Jerusalem, Kefar Ha -Shilloah Final Report Yuval Baruch [14/6/2009]
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Jerusalem, East Talpiyot Final Report Annette Nagar [12/7/2009]

Jerusalem, the Ohel Yi zhaq Synagogue Final Report Rina Avner and Tawfik De‘adle [28/6/2009]

Jerusalem, the Third Wall  Final Report Amit Re'em [12/7/2009]

Jerusalem, E t-Tur Final Report Yonathan Mizrachi [7/7/2009]

Jerusalem, Talpiyot North  Final Report Annette Nagar [28/7/2009]

Jerusalem, Shu ‘fat Final Report Ya'akov Billig [28/7/2009]

Jerusalem, ‘Atarot Final Report Ya'akov Billig [26/8/2009]

Jerusalem, East Talpiyot Final Report Zubair ‘Adawi [6/9/2009]

Jerusalem, North  Final Report Annette Nagar [15/9/2009]

Jerusalem, Survey in Ramat Ra hel Final Report Yehuda Dagan and Leticia Barda [26/8/2009]

Jerusalem, ‘Ir Gannim Final Report Annette Nagar [20/9/2009]

Jerusalem, the Jewish Quarter  Final Report Rina Avner [31/8/2009]

Jerusalem, Ramat Ra hel Final Report Omry Barzilai, Michal Birkenfeld and Onn Crouvi [21/9/2009]

Jerusalem, Har Homa Final Report Yehuda Dagan and Leticia Barda [29/9/2009]

Jerusalem, Liberty Bell Park  Final Report Gideon Solimany and Amit Re'em [13/9/2009]

Jerusalem, the Western Wall Plaza Excavations, 2005 —2009 Preliminary Report Shlomit Weksler-Bdolah, Alexander
Onn, Brigitte Ouahnouna and Shua
Kisilevitz [23/9/2009]

Jerusalem, Upper Na hal Soreq, Survey Final Report Yehuda Dagan and Leticia Barda [4/10/2009]

Jerusalem, Khirbat ‘Addasa (West) Final Report Zubair ‘Adawi [26/11/2009]

Jerusalem, Muristan in the Old City  Final Report Zubair ‘Adawi [1/12/2009]

Jerusalem, Tell el -Ful Final Report Zubair ‘Adawi [1/12/2009]

Jerusalem, Shikune Nusseiba  Final Report Zubair ‘Adawi [1/12/2009]

Jerusalem, the Western Wall Plaza  Final Report Yuval Baruch and Danny Weiss [8/12/2009]

Jerusalem, Sur Bahir, Survey Final Report Yehuda Dagan, Leticia Barda and Zubair ‘Adawi [13/12/2009]

Jerusalem, Nabi ‘Akasha Preliminary Report Tawfik De‘adle [21/12/2009]

Jerusalem, Issawiya Final Report Zubair ‘Adawi [22/12/2009]

Jisr ez -Zarqa Final Report Kareem Sa'‘id [22/2/2009]
Kafr Kanna
Kafr Kanna Final Report Yardenna Alexandre [30/12/2008]

Kafr Kanna Final Report Nurit Feig [22/4/2009]

Kafr Kanna (East) Final Report Amir Ganor and Sa‘ar Ganor [30/6/2009]
Kafr Nafa h Final Report Fadi Abu Zidan [20/9/2009]
Kefar Hittim (north) Final Report Edna Amos [13/7/2009]

Kefar Nahum, Map Survey Preliminary Report Yosef Stepansky [8/7/2009]
Kefar Shemaryahu

Kefar Shemaryahu, Survey along a section of Highway 2 Final Report Yehuda Dagan, Leticia Barda and Diego
Barkan [4/10/2009]

Kefar Veradim, Survey Final Report Yoav Lerer [3/8/2009]
Kerem Maharal
Kerem Maharal Final Report Eliran Oren [8/1/2009]

Kerem Maharal Final Report Aviram Oshri [8/5/2009]
Kerem Maharal Final Report Amit Shadman [8/7/2009]

Khirbat Abu Khaff  Final Report Amir Ganor, Ron Kahati and Sa‘ar Ganor [5/7/2009]
Khirbat Birkat Umm el -'Ildham
Khirbat Birkat Umm el -‘ldham Final Report Durar Masarwa [5/7/2009]

Khirbat Dalhamiya Preliminary Report Walid Atrash [20/6/2009]
Khirbat ‘Ein Zagha, Survey Final Report Hendrik (Enno) Bron [4/10/2009]

Khirbat el -Keikh Final Report Elena Kogan-Zehavi [8/5/2009]
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Khirbat en -Nusrani Final Report Mordechai Haiman [12/5/2009]
Khirbat esh -Shubeika

Khirbat esh -Shubeika Final Report Yoav Lerer [3/8/2009]
Khirbat e t-Tira

Khirbat e t-Tira Final Report Gili Hillel [4/5/2009]
Khirbat Fardisya

Khirbat Fardisya Final Report Abdallah Masarwa [7/6/2009]
Khirbat lbreika

Khirbat lbreika Final Report Durar Masarwa [30/12/2009]

Khirbat Lubiya Final Report Butrus Hana [9/1/2009]
Khirbat Sha ‘ira
Khirbat Sha ‘ira (South) Final Report Elena Kogan-Zehavi [16/2/2009]
Khirbat Umm el -‘Umdan
Khirbat Umm el -‘Umdan Final Report Durar Masarwa [5/7/2009]
Khirbat Umm el -‘Umdan, Horbat Hammim Final report Elena Kogan-Zehavi [9/9/2009]
Khirbat Umm Kalkha
Khirbat Um Kalkha, Survey of Highway 3  Preliminary Report Yehuda Dagan, Leticia Barda and Sigal Golan [14/9/2009]

Khirbat Yarda, Survey Final Report Achia Kohn-Tavor [11/6/2009]
Lavi
Lavi (East) Final Report Abdalla Mokary [30/12/2009]
Lod
Lod, the Anglican Church  Final Report Uzi ‘Ad [29/10/2009]
Lod Final Report Yossi Elisha [17/12/2009]
Loham & Ha-Geta’'ot Final Report Leea Porat [26/11/2009]
Melilot Preliminary Report Pirhiya Nahshoni [22/11/2009]
Metulla Final Report Yardenna Alexandre [30/12/2008]

Mezad Tamar Quarry, Survey Final Report Oren Shmueli and Emil Aladjem [30/12/2009]
Midrakh ‘Oz
Midrakh ‘Oz, Khirbat el -Khishash, Survey Final Report Yotam Tepper [22/9/2009]
Migdal
Migdal Preliminary Report Dina Avshalom-Gorni [11/11/2009]
Mi‘ilya
Mi‘ilya, the Church Square Preliminary Report Leea Porat [9/3/2009]
Mishor Yamin, Survey Final Report Flavia Sonntag and Nir-Shimshon Paran [22/3/2009]
Mizpe Ramon
Mizpe Ramon Final Report Emil Aladjem [29/7/2009]
Modi‘in
Modi ‘in, Umm el -‘Umdan Final Report Tamar Lakichevic [8/6/2009]
Modi‘in, Horbat Be ’erit Final Report Ron Toueg [29/10/2009]
Nahal ‘Adarim Final Report Emil Aladjem [22/12/2009]
Nahal ‘Adasha Final Report Mordechai Haiman [5/5/2009]
Nahal Betzet Il Preliminary Report Ofer Marder and Nimrod Getzov [11/11/2009]

Nahal Be'er Sheva‘ Final Report Daniel Varga and Alexander Krokhmalnik [7/1/2009]
Nahal David

Nahal David, Cave of the Pool Preliminary Report Haim Cohen [12/7/2009]
Nahal Ha-Ela

Nahal Ha-Ela Preliminary Report Anna Eirikh-Rose [11/1/2009]

Nahal Hazerim, Survey Final Report Emil Aladjem [14/2/2009]
Nahal Modi ‘im Final Report Mordechai Haiman [3/6/2009]
Nahal Patish Preliminary Report Pirhiya Nahshoni [9/12/2009]

Nahal Pehar Preliminary Report Nir-Shimshon Paran [14/1/2009]

(N[N AN Iy PR
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Nahal Samtar Final Report Marwan Masarwa [9/3/2009]

Nahal Samtar Final Report Eliran Oren [20/6/2009]
Nahf
Nahf Final Report Yoav Lerer [8/6/2009]
Nazerat
Nazareth (West) Preliminary Report Walid Atrash [24/3/2009]

Nazareth Final Report Yotam Tepper [1/7/2009]
Nein

Nein Final Report Abdalla Mokary [23/7/2009]

Nein Final Report Abdalla Mokary [11/9/2009]

Nein Final Report Abdalla Mokary [15/9/2009]
Nes Ziyyona

Nes Ziyyona Final Report Dor Golan [29/11/2009]
Netanya

Netanya Final Report Uzi ‘Ad [15/7/2009]

Netanya (South) Final Report Polina Spivak [3/12/2009]
Natofa Junction, Survey of Highway 65  Final Report Abdalla Mokary [23/8/2009]

Nuris, Survey Final Report Yotam Tepper [7/7/2009]
Or 'Agiva
Or ‘Akiva Final Report Amit Shadman [13/9/2009]

Parod Final Report Emanuel Damati [1/12/2009]
Peqi‘in
Peqi‘in Ha-Hadasha, Survey Final Archive Report Yoav Lerer [14/2/2009]

Petah Tigwa
Petah Tigwa Final Report Elie Haddad [9/1/2009]

Petah Tikwa—Rishon Le -Ziyyon, Survey Final Report Yehuda Dagan and Dor Golan [23/8/2009]
Qazrin
Qazrin Final Report Oren Zingboym [7/2/2009]

Qazrin Final Report Howard Smithline [9/2/2009]
Qazrin Final Report Oren Zingboym [9/7/2009]
Ramat Gan Final Report Felix Volynsky [20/9/2009]

Ramat Ha-Sharon Final Report Uzi ‘Ad, Diego Barkan and Eriola Jakoel [8/1/2009]
Ramat Yishay

Ramat Yishay Final Report Aviram Oshri [13/9/2009]
Ramla

Ramla Final Report Hagit Torge [17/12/2008]

Ramla Final Report Yossi Elisha [25/1/2009]

Ramla, Smolenskin Street  Final Report Ronit Korin [9/3/2009]
Ramla, Yehoshu ‘a Ben-Nun Street Final Report Elena Kogan-Zehavi [5/5/2009]
Ramla, Herzl Street Final Report Hagit Torge [26/5/2009]

Ramla, Herzl Street Final Report Aviva Buchennino [26/5/2009]
Ramla, Herzl Street Final report Ofer Sion [8/7/2009]

Ramla (East) Final Report Ofer Sion [8/7/2009]

Ramla, Ta‘avura Junction  Final Report Amir Gorzalczany [9/7/2009]
Ramla, Ha-Palmah Street Final Report Raz Kletter [29/7/2009]
Ramla Final Report Alla Nagorsky [9/7/2009]

Ramla (South) Preliminary Report Amir Gorzalczany [1/9/2009]
Ramla, Railway Station  Final Report Ofer Sion [9/11/2009]

Ramla (South) Preliminary Report Amir Gorzalczany [16/11/2009]

Ramla (South) Preliminary Report Oren Tal and Itamar Taxel [30/12/2009]
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Rantis Cave Preliminary Report Ronit Lupu, Ofer Marder, Amos Frumkin, Guy Bar-Oz and Reuven Yeshurun [29/7/2009]
Ras Abu Dahud

Ras Abu Dahud Final Report Aviva Buchennino [11/3/2009]

Ras Abu Dahud (North)  Final Report Diego Barkan [8/12/2009]

Rehovot
Rehovot, Havatselet neighborhood, Survey  Final Report Yehuda Dagan and Leticia Barda [9/7/2009]
Rishon Le -Ziyyon
Rishon Le -Ziyyon Sand Dunes Final Report Yoav Arbel [10/11/2009]
Rosh Pina
Rosh Pinna Preliminary Report Moshe Hartal [26/5/2009]
Sandala
Sandala Final Report Yardenna Alexandre [29/9/2009]

Sha‘alvim
Sha‘alvim (East) Ronit Lupu [13/7/2009]
Shamir Final Report Oren Zingboym [9/7/2009]
Shim‘a
Shim ‘a — Mezdot Yehuda, Survey Final Report Yigal Israel and Flavia Sonntag [29/6/2009]
Shoham
Shoham (East) Final Report Elena Kogan-Zehavi [21/2/2009]
Shomeriyya
Shomeriyya — Shim‘a, Survey Final Report Yigal Israel and Flavia Sonntag [8/1/2009]
Shomeriyya, Survey Final Report Flavia Sonntag and Nir-Shimshon Paran [7/12/2009]

Suhmata, Survey Final Report Yoav Lerer [21/6/2009]
Sulam

Sulam Final Report Edna Amos [14/2/2009]

Sulam Final Report Edna Amos [2/12/2009]

Sulam Final Report Edna Amos [5/12/2009]
Tabha Final Report Hendrik (Enno) Bron [7/10/2009]

Tahunat et Tabkha
Tahunat et-Tabkha Final Report Moshe Hartal [21/9/2009]

Tamra
Tamra Final Report Yardenna Alexandre [23/8/2009]

Tamra Final Report Mohammed Abu Fana [30/12/2009]
Tamra-Yasif Junction, Survey  Final Report Yoav Lerer [1/12/2009]
Tel Aviv
Tel Aviv, the Exhibition Grounds Final Report Sigal Golan [14/2/2009]

Tel Dor
Tel Dor — 2005 Preliminary Report Ilan Sharon, Ayelet Gilboa and Yiftah Shalev [26/11/2009]

Tel Dor — 2000, 2002, 2003 Preliminary Report llan Sharon, Ayelet Gilboa, Andrew Stewart and Elisabeth Bloch-
Smith [30/12/2009]

Tel Dor — 2006 Preliminary Report Ayelet Gilboa, Illan Sharon and Yiftah Shalev [30/12/2009]

Tel 'En Gev
Tel ‘En Gev Preliminary Report Shuichi Hasegawa and Yitzhak Paz [11/1/2009]

Tel Eshtori  Preliminary Report Walid Atrash [16/2/2009]
Tel ‘Eton (south), Survey Final Report Emil Aladjem and Simeon Gendler [29/12/2009]
Tel Gezer Final Report Ronny Reich [21/12/2009]

Tel Gishron Preliminary Report Pirhiya Nahshoni and Emil Aladjem [1/12/2009]

Tel Hazor
Tel Hazor — 2009 Preliminary Report Amnon Ben-Tor and Sharon Zuckerman [8/12/2009]

Tel Kinrot, Kinneret Regional Project Preliminary Report Stefan Miinger, Juha Pakkala and Jurgen Zangenberg [4/5/2009]
Tel Mevorakh Final Report ‘Abed a-Salam Sa‘id [8/6/2009]

Tel Nagila (east) Preliminary Report Hamudi Khalaily and Ofer Marder [3/12/2009]



9/1510

Tel Par Final Report Eliran Oren [25/5/2009]
Tel Shimron
Tel Shimron Final Report Nurit Feig [2/6/2009]

Tel Shigmona Final Report ‘Abed a-Salam Sa‘id [10/6/2009]

Tel Shor (North) Preliminary Report Eli Yannai [26/11/2009]

Tel Sokha Final Report Walid Atrash [22/11/2009]

Tel Te’enim Final Report Israel Korenfeld and Eli Yannai [21/9/2009]

Tel Te'o Final Report Amani Abu Hamid [18/12/2009]
Tel Yavne
Tel Yavne Final Report Felix Volynsky [4/6/2009]
Tel Zoran
Tel Zoran Final Report Shireen Mahajna [18/12/2008]
Tell Qasile
Tell Qasile (West) Final Report Alexander Glick [14/2/2009]

Tell Qasile (West) Final Report Alexander Glick [13/10/2009]
Tell Qasile (West) Final Report Alexander Glick [28/12/2009]

Tell Selukiyeh  Final Report Oren Zingboym [2/11/2009]
Tiberias
Tiberias, Ge 'ulim Neighborhood  Final Report Emanuel Damati [21/3/2009]

Tiberias, Ha -Perahim Street Final Report Emanuel Damati [21/3/2009]

Hammat Tiberias (South) Preliminary Report Moshe Hartal [25/5/2009]

Tiberias, the Courtyard of the Jews  Preliminary Report Yosef Stepansky [24/8/2009]
Tiberias Final Report Abdalla Mokary [7/10/2009]

Tiberias, Promenade Garden Final Report Abdalla Mokary [24/12/2009]
Tirat Karmel
Tirat Karmel Final Report Orit Segal [14/2/2009]

Tur‘an Final Report Abdalla Mokary [30/12/2009]
Yafo (Jaffa)
Yafo, Clock -Tower Square Preliminary Report Martin Peilstocker [27/1/2009]

Yafo, Ganor Compound  Preliminary Report Martin Peilstocker and Aaron A. Burke [17/2/2009]
Yafo, the Qishle Preliminary Report Yoav Arbel [22/2/2009]

Yafo, Kikar Qedumim  Preliminary Report Aaron A. Burke and Martin Peilstocker [12/3/2009]
Yafo, Marzuk and ‘Azar Street Final Report Lior Rauchberger [24/3/2009]

Yafo Harbor Preliminary Report Elie Haddad [25/8/2009]

Yafo, the Qishle Preliminary Report Yoav Arbel and Limor Talmi [30/11/2009]
Yattir Forest
Yattir Forest (B) Final Report Mordechai Haiman [5/1/2009]

Yattir Forest (C) Final Report Mordechai Haiman [5/1/2009]

Yattir Forest (A) Final Report Mordechai Haiman [4/1/2009]

Yattir Forest Final Report Alexander Krokhmalnik [14/2/2009]

Yattir Forest, Reservoir Survey  Final Report Nir-Shimshon Paran [21/3/2009]
Yattir Forest (D) Final Report Mordechai Haiman [9/7/2009]

Yattir Forest (E) Final Report Mordechai Haiman [9/7/2009]

Yattir Forest (F) Final Report Mordechai Haiman [9/7/2009]

Yattir Forest Final Report Emil Aladjem [29/7/2009]

Yattir Forest Final Report Mordechai Haiman [21/9/2009]
Yavne Yam
Yavne Yam Final Report Edna Ayash and Amir Ganor [12/7/2009]

Yavne-Yam (North) Preliminary Report Moshe Ajami and Uzi ‘Ad [13/12/2009]
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Yavne’el Final Report Butrus Hana [30/9/2009]
Yif‘at (east) Final Report Karen Covello-Paran [7/2/2009]
Yiftah Final Report Abdalla Mokary [30/9/2009]

Yiftah’el Preliminary Report Hamudi Khalaily, lanir Milevski and Nimrod Getzov [14/6/2009]
Zefat
Zefat Final Report Hervé Barbé and Gilad Cinamon [15/2/2009]

Zefat, the Old City Final Report Yosef Stepansky [12/3/2009]

Zefat, Tet-Zayin Street (Zawiyat Banat Hamid)  Final Report Emanuel Damati [1/12/2009]
Zippori

Zippori Final Report Leea Porat [17/2/2009]
Zur Natan

Zur Natan Final Report Hagit Torge [19/11/2009]
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2. The excavation, lookin
south.

Afig
Final Report

Oren Zingboym 30/12/2009

During December 2006, a trial excavation was conducted at Qibbuz Afiq in the southern Golan Heights (Permit No. A-4957; map ref.
NIG 26625/74237; OIG 21625/24237), prior to expansion. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority
and underwritten by the Dor-El Company, was directed by O. Zingboym, with the assistance of Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration) and A.
Shapiro (GPS).

G. Schumacher described the site of Fiq at the end of the nineteenth century CE in his book on the Golan (G.
Schumacher, The Jaulan, London, 1888, pp. 136—146). Several surveys were conducted at the site: the
Emergency Survey at the beginning of the 1970s (M. Kochavi [ed.], Judaea, Samaria and the Golan —
Archaeological Survey 1967-1968, Jerusalem, 1972, Site 187, pp. 288-289), the village survey, the Israel
Survey of the 1990s (License No. G-108/1993), as well as other surveys (H. Ben David, The Ancient Water
Supply System of Hippus-Susita, in D. Amit, Y. Hirschfeld and J. Patrich [eds.], The Aqueducts of Ancient
Palestine, Jerusalem, 1989, pp. 133-140). An excavation was conducted at the site in 1982 (License No. K-13;
ESI 2:32-33), and various surveys that had been performed in the area revealed numerous architectural
elements from churches and a synagogue that indicated the area was inhabited during the Byzantine period.

Before the expansion of the Qibbuz, preliminary examinations were performed with the aid of mechanical equipment to
identify the northeastern boundary of the site. Antiquities were discovered in two lots adjacent to the excavation area
(depth c. 1.5 m), which was in a flat basalt area, c. 10 m above the limestone bedrock.

A square (4x6 m; Fig. 1), expanded to the north, was opened and finds that dated to the Byzantine, Abbasid and Mamluk
periods, as well as the modern era, were discovered.

Byzantine period (fourth—eighth century CE). The finds included a structure (W2, W4), founded on bedrock and built of
square basalt stones (L105), which survived a single course high; an opening was set in W2 (Fig. 2).

Abbasid and Mamluk periods (ninth—tenth, twelfth—fourteenth centuries CE). Only potsherds were found.

Twentieth Century CE. Remains of walls and a concrete floor of a building were found (Loci 106, 107, 110; W1, W3;
height 1 m). It seems that most of the building was located northwest of W1.
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2. The excavation, looking south.
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3. Pottery.

4. Floor bedding, looking
south.

5. Laver of light color
accumulation (L5) and layer
of dark accumulation (L7)
below it, looking south.

‘Afula
Final Report

Edna Amos 17/12/2008

During January 2006, a salvage excavation was conducted on Ussishkin Street in ‘Afula (Permit No. A-4671; map ref. NIG 22736—
40/72367-71; OIG 17736-40/22367-71; Fig. 1). The excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by E.
Amos (surveying and photography), with the assistance of Y. Lavan (administration), N. Getzov (guidance) and H. Tahan (drawing).

Remains dating to Iron | and the Persian and Byzantine periods (HA-ESI 114:27*; ‘Atiqot 30:25-67) were
exposed in the area, as well as remains from the Early Bronze Age until the Mamluk period (Permit No. A-
4425).

One and a half excavation squares (c. 35 sq m) were opened, revealing a floor bedding of fieldstones that was
dated to the Early Islamic period (Fig. 2) and two layers of fill from the Early Roman and Late Hellenistic
periods. Potsherds from the Late Hellenistic period, Intermediate Bronze Age and Early Bronze Age were found.
The subterranean water level flooded the excavation area and prevented the continuation of fieldwork.

Stratum | (Early Islamic period). Most of the excavation area was covered with a layer of fill that consisted of light color
earth (L3). The layer contained numerous potsherds from the Early Islamic period, including an open cooking pot (Fig.
3:1) and a holemouth jar with a thickened rim (Fig. 3:2). A floor bedding of medium-sized fieldstones (L10; Fig. 4) was
also ascribed to this stratum.

Stratum Il (Early Roman period). This stratum comprised a layer of light brown clay soil, similar to mud-brick material,
which was found in non-contiguous sections mostly in the northern part of the excavation area (L5; Fig. 5). Many
potsherds from the Early Roman period were found, including a Type 3A Kefar Hananya cooking pot (Fig. 3:3), jars with
a high neck (Fig. 3:4-6) and a pared lamp (Fig. 3:7).

Stratum 1ll was a layer of dark brown soil (L7) that contained a very large number of potsherds from the Early Roman
period, as well as from the Late Hellenistic period, including a cooking pot (Fig. 3:8) and a jar (Fig. 3:9).

The strata were damaged by later pits (Loci 2, 8) that were probably used as septic pits and contained ancient buildings
stones together with modern material. Potsherds from the Late Hellenistic period, Intermediate Bronze Age and Early
Bronze Age were found throughout the excavation area, probably alluding to the presence of settlement strata from these
periods. It was not possible to verify this theory because the excavation was suspended due to the flooding of the
subterranean water level.

Previous excavations at Tel ‘Afula and its vicinity have shown that the region of the police station (see Fig. 1) lies within
the northwestern precinct of the ancient tell. In this region numerous remains that ranged in date from the Late Hellenistic
until the Mamluk periods were found. The area of the current excavation was expanded westward and its results are
likely to aid in determining the scope of the settlement at the site from the Hellenistic period onward.
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4. Floor bedding, looking south.

5. Layer of light color accumulation (L5) and layer of dark accumulation (L7) below it, looking south.



1. Location map.

3. Area A, the early phase
corner of building with drafted
margins, looking northeast.

4. Area B, refuse pit of
pottery workshop debris in
the trench, looking north.
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Ahihud
Preliminary Report

29/11/2009

During April 2002 and July 2004, two seasons of salvage excavations were conducted along the northwestern fringes of Moshav
Ahihud, on a chalk hill at the edge of the ‘AkkoValley (Permit Nos. A-3613, A-4217; map ref. NIG 2110/7572; OIG 1610/2572). The
excavations, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Moshav Ahihud council, were directed
by D. Avshalom-Gorni, with the assistance of Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), V. Pirsky and A. Hajian (surveying), A. Shapiro (GPS), H.
Smithline (field photography), D. Syon (numismatics) and workmen on behalf the Ministry of Labor and from Project 500.

Dina Avshalom-Gorni

Remains of buildings and large clusters of potsherds were observed in a trench (height c. 4 m, length c. 60 m)
that was dug by a bulldozer and damaged the southern end of the site. Three areas (A-C; 64 sq m in first
season, 25 sq m in second season; Fig. 1) were excavated and two strata were identified. A corner of a building
and a wall stump, ascribed to the early stratum, were exposed. The earlier walls were reused and pottery kilns
were built in the late stratum. After the kilns were no longer in use, they were converted into refuse dumps for a
pottery workshop.

The early phase remains in Area A included the southwestern corner of a building (W13, W14; Fig. 2) that consisted of
large ashlar stones with drafted margins, arranged as headers and stretchers (Fig. 3). A crushed-chalk floor that was
placed on top of virgin, indigenous forest soil abutted the exterior of the structure. A section of a wall, built of roughly
hewn stones that were placed on top of bedrock, was exposed in the northeastern corner of Area C. Based on the
ceramic finds, the beginning of the settlement can be dated to the Middle Roman period and it seems that the site was
also abandoned during this period.

In the late phase the southwestern corner of the early building was reused and a unit of two pottery kilns (Area A) was
built in it; one of the kilns was exposed in its entirety. The kiln's firebox was preserved and in its center was a broad
column that supported the floor of the firing chamber. The front of the kiln was built of large stones on the northern side,
where the stoke hole for the firebox was fully exposed. Smooth leveled bedrock that served as a floor was exposed in the
front of the stoke hole. A small section of the second kiln was revealed east of the first one. In Area C, c. 10 m northeast
of the kilns, the foundations of fireboxes that belonged to another pair of poorly preserved kilns were partly exposed. A
stoke hole was uncovered in the northern side of one of the kilns. After the kilns were no longer in use, their fireboxes
and the floor in front of the southern pair of kilns were turned into refuse sites where pottery workshop debris was
discarded. It seems that the source of this debris was another workshop in the vicinity, which was not excavated. The
debris included a large quantity of potsherds and several fragments of wasters that had been over-fired. Another refuse
pit that contained a large amount of pottery workshop debris (Fig. 4) was uncovered at the western end of the large
trench (Square B) that had damaged the site.

A preliminary examination of the ceramic artifacts from the late stratum, dating to the third century CE, shows that three
main types of barrel jars were primarily manufactured. In addition, a few jar lids, bowls and Sagiye jars were also
produced. Once production was suspended, the site was abandoned and never resettled.

The exposed pottery workshop adds important data to our knowledge of pottery workshops along the fringes of the ‘Akko
Valley in the Roman and Byzantine periods, such as Horbat ‘Uza (ESI 13:19-21).
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Tel ‘Akko
Final Report

Hanaa Abu-‘Ugsa 22/2/2009
In April 2005 an excavation was conducted at the northwestern foot of Tel ‘Akko (Permit No. A-4433; map ref. NIG 20828—
30/75868-7; OIG 15828-30/25868-7), prior to the installation of a cellular antenna. The excavation, on behalf of the Antiquities
Authority with the financial support of Cellcom Company, was directed by H. Abu-‘Ugsa, with the participation of Y. Lavan
(administration), H. Tahan (surveying), H. Smithline (photography) and D. Syon (numismatics).

The surface level, which was removed by mechanical equipment, contained modern debris. The remains of
several tombs were exposed at a depth of 1.6 m (Figs. 1, 2). Tomb 1 was aligned in a northeast-southwest
direction; its northern end was not exposed. In Tomb 5, situated in the northeast corner of the square, a
skeleton was found in its original position with its head facing east. South of it were two built tombs, Tombs 2
and 3 (0.55 x 1.10 m); one was covered with stones, while all that survived of the other was an outline in which
children appeared to be buried. Tomb 4 (0.6 x 0.7 m) was located south of Tomb 1. Scattered bones and
concentrations of stones that most likely came from tombs which had been damaged were found in the area.

Potsherds that were collected from the surface level and the fill are not related to the tombs; most of them date to the
Persian and Hellenistic periods while a few are from the Roman and Crusader periods. Four bronze coins were also
found: one Hellenistic (third—second centuries BCE; IAA 119529), two Seleucid (Antiochus IIl, 200-187 BCE, IAA
106194; Antiochus IV, ‘Akko, 175-164 BCE; IAA 106193) and a small cast coin most likely from the Late Roman period
(end of the fourth century—beginning of the fifth century CE, IAA 119530).

Pit graves and built tombs made of fieldstones or dressed stones were found on nearby Ben-Ami Street and in the
underground railroad passage, located c. 15 m north of the current excavation (Permit Nos. A-4063, A-4410). These
tombs were similar to those exposed in the current excavation and it seems that all of these tombs belonged to a Roman
period cemetery.
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2. Tmbs, looking north.
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2. Pottery and glass vessels.

3. Fragments of ceramic
coffins.

el

4. Decorated fragment of a
ceramic coffin.

‘Akko, Lily Sharon Park
Final Report

Hanaa Abu-‘Ugsa 24/3/2009
During July 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted in the Lily Sharon Park north of Tel ‘Akko (Permit No. A-4410; map ref. NIG
208530-670/758662—80; OIG 158530-670/258662—80), in the wake of damage caused to antiquities during development works.
The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Yefe Nof Company on behalf of the
Ministry of Transportation, was directed by H. Abu ‘Ugsa, with the assistance of A. Shapiro (GPS), Y. Nagar (physical anthropology),
L. Porat (pottery restoration), H. Smithline (studio photography) and H. Tahan (pottery drawing).

Extensive excavations were conducted between 2003 and 2007 along Highway 85, connecting ‘Akko to
Karmi'el, in preparation of moving the road to an underground route further east. The excavation in the Lily
Sharon Park was part of this project, designated as Area H. Seven other areas were opened (A-G; Fig. 1).
Areas A, C, D and E, located west of Tel ‘Akko and east of the railroad track, yielded a large cemetery that
dated to the Roman period; a few tombs were found in Area G, northwest of the tell. Area H was subdivided into
two secondary areas: the eastern car park (Area H1), where eight tombs were exposed and the western car
park (Area H2), where several tombs from different periods were damaged.

Area H1 consisted of a single built tomb and seven simple pit graves, whose contents were not excavated. Remains of at
least seven individuals were discerned in the pit graves; five were male adults whose exact ages are unclear. The
interred were laid on the back, aligned east-west, with their head at the western end. The hands of two individuals were
placed alongside the body, but it was impossible to determine the position of the hands of the other deceased. Since no
other artifacts were recovered from the graves it is impossible to date them.

Area H2 was damaged prior to the excavation, which made it impossible to establish how many graves it contained.
Pottery vessels from different periods were collected from this area, including a bowl decorated with red bands from the
Late Bronze Il (Fig. 2:1); a Base-Ring | Bilbil from Late Bronze I-Il (Fig. 2:2); a northern type chalice from Iron Il (Fig.
2:3); a jar with a straight shoulder from the Persian period (Fig. 2:4); three spindle bottles (Fig. 2:5-7), one of which (No.
5) is slipped red, from the Hellenistic period; and a Kefar Hananya Type 1B bowl (Fig. 2:8), dating from the end of the first
or beginning of second century until the middle of the fourth century CE. Two glass candlestick bottles (Fig. 2:9, 10),
which are frequently found in tombs from the first-second centuries CE and even the third century CE, were also found.
Other artifacts in this area included fragments of ceramic coffins and coffin lids (Fig. 3), one of which is decorated with
reddish patterns (Fig. 4). Similar coffins were discovered in the northern cemetery of ‘Akko, dating to the Roman period
(first—second centuries CE) and at ‘Uza, where they dated to the second-third centuries CE.

In light of these finds, it appears that the hill north of Tel ‘Akko, where the park is located, was used as the cemetery of
the settlement on the tell for a prolonged period—from the Late Bronze Age until the Roman period.
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4. Decorated fragment of a ceramic coffin.
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3. Pottery.

‘Akko
Final Report

Yoav Lerer 30/12/2009
During December 2001, an excavation was conducted in ‘Akko (Permit. No. A-3538; map ref. NIG 20997/75907; OIG 15997/25907;
Fig. 1), prior to construction. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the ‘Akko
municipality, was directed by Y. Lerer, with the assistance of Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying), A.
Thatcher (pottery reading), H. Tahan (pottery drawing), G. Finkielsztejn (identification of seal impressions), D. Syon (numismatics)
and E. Stern and N. Getzov.

A small probe (11 sq m; Fig. 2) was opened c. 20 m south of the bathhouse that is dated to the thirteenth
century CE (HA-ESI 110:12*-13%).

After removing modern fill to a depth of 1.2 m, a stratum (thickness 0.7 m) that included numerous potsherds
from the Hellenistic and Crusader periods, which were mixed in modern garden soil, was exposed. Ten
amphora handles with seal impressions that dated to the end of the third—beginning of the second centuries
BCE (below) and three coins were found.

A small section of a wall or pillar (W100, length 0.9 m), built of partly dressed stones (0.8-0.9 m) and preserved
three courses high, was exposed c. 0.3 m below this stratum.

A section of another wall (W101, length 3.5 m), oriented north—south and built of partly dressed stones, was
exposed 0.3 m below W100. The wall, founded on dark soil, was probably a foundation course.

Wall 102, built of large fieldstones and aligned north—-south, was exposed 0.4 m below W101.

The ceramic artifacts recovered from beneath W100 dated to the Hellenistic period and included bowls (Fig.
3:1-4), kraters (Fig. 3:5-7, 10), mortaria (Fig. 3:8, 9), a flat bowl (Fig. 3:11), an amphora (Fig. 3:12), a flask (Fig.
3:13), spindle bottles (Fig. 3:14, 15), amphora bases (Fig. 3:16, 17), a skyphos base (Fig. 3:18) and a lamp
fragment (Fig. 3:19).

Of the three coins that were found only two were identified and dated to the thirteenth century CE.

1. Reg. No. 1000, L100, IAA 102884 (surface).

In the name of Amaury, early 13th century CE, ‘Akko (?).

Obverse: AMALRICVS REX cross pattée, annulets in 2, 3, quarters.

Reverse: [DE IERVS]ALEM cross (incuse).

billon denier, 0.39 g, 16 mm.

Cf. Metcalf 1995, PI. 11.

(Metcalf D.M. 1995. Coinage of the Crusades and the Latin East in the AshmoleanMuseum, Oxford [The Royal
Numismatic Society, Special Publications 28]. Oxford).

2. Reg. No. 1017, L106, IAA 102883.

Abbey of St. Martin, 13t century CE, Tours (?).
Obverse: only the copper core remains, with no design.
Reverse: [TVRO]NVS CIVI the abbey.

Fourée denier, 0.85 g, 18 mm.

Cf. Metcalf 1995, PI. 23, Nos. 608-613.

Amphora Stamps
Gerald Finkielsztejn

Ten Rhodian stamps were recovered from the excavation. They are dated from the end of the third to the first third of the
second centuries BCE. The associations and chronology are based on Finkielsztejn 2001 (Chronologie detaillée et
revisée des eponyms rhodiens de 270 a 108 av. J. —C. environ, premier bilan [BAR Int. S. 990]. Oxford), with references
therein.

Rhodes

Period I

Rh 1. 103.1010 — Stamp in the shape of an ivy leaf.
E]p[i] Qrasu
damou

The frabricant is Epigonoj 1st. Date: 219-213 BCE.

Rh 2. 102-103.1016.A — Rectangular stamp.

Symbol of Epi

Helios
Very eroded letters. The fabricant was most probably Qeudwroj (Finkielsztejn 2001:98-100, 105, 112, 191). Date: (235)
226-210 BCE.

Rh 3. 101.1003 — Rectangular stamp.
Epi Eukrati(da)
Daliou

Although this may not be ascertained, it is possible that the engraver played with the fact that the beginning of the month
is the end of the name of the eponym and therefore, he did not repeat the syllable da. Date: 203—199 BCE.

Rh 4. 102.1009.A — Rectangular stamp.

The profile of the handle and the appearance of the die date this amphora to late Period Il-early Period IIl. Date: end of
the third—beginning of second centuries BCE.

Period Il
Rh 5.101.1007 — CS.
Damokrat[euj]
Rose
Fabricant Damokrathj 1st. Associations with eponyms from Pausaniaj 2nd to N...kasagoraj 1st (Finkielsztejn 2001:117,
191-192). Date: 199-172/170 BCE.

Rh 6.102-103.1016.B —

There is no clear visible trace of a stamp on this quite eroded handle. It is possible that the handle was not stamped (by
mistake rather than because the second handle may have born all the information, an unlikely possibility for the period)
or that the stamp (which may have been circular) has completely disappeared. The profile of the handle dates this
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amphora to Period Ill. Date: first third of the second century BCE.

Period IV
Rh 7.103.1012 - CS.
Epi Swsikle[uj ArtJamitiou
Rose
The fabricant is either Aristoklhj 2nd or Ippokrathj. Date: 159/158-155/154 BCE.

Rh 8. 102.1009.B — Rectangular stamp.

Elpi ]

Agrianiou
The profile of the handle and the appearance of the die date this amphora to Period IV-Period V. Date: second third of
the second century BCE.

Period V
Rh 10. 101.1004.B — Rectangular stamp.

BromiJou Wreath
Associations with eponyms from Gorgwn to Alexiadaj , but with the wreath type only down to Autokrathj 1st (Finkielsztejn
2001:121-123, 130, 155, 193, 195). Date: 154/153-138/137 BCE at least (wreath type), down to 138/137 BCE at least
for the fabricant’s career.

Rh 9. 101.1004.A — Rectangular stamp.

Pagcareu(j) or Pagcareu

Device (double-axe?) or letters? Device j
Association with eponyms: Timodikoj (The Hebrew University collection, No. 2434; thanks to Gila Horowitz) and Alexiadaj
(Graeco-Roman Museum in Alexandria; thanks to Jean-Yves Empereur). There is one isolated example in Marissa
without device (to be published by this author). See Finkielsztejn 2001:195; Date: 145-138/137 BCE at least.

The architectural finds and seal impressions are indicative of at least three settlement phases from the Hellenistic period.
The Rhodian seal impression found in L103 on W100 (see Rh 1 in the above report) shows that the wall was constructed
not earlier than the second half of the second century BC.

The thirteenth century CE coin in L106 is an exception, since it penetrated into the Hellenistic layer during a later period.
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1. Plan.

2. Incisions.

‘Akko
Final Report

Eliezer Stern _and Hanaa Abu-‘Ugsa 30/12/2009

During November 2006, a trial excavation was conducted southeast of the ‘Akko citadel (Permit No. A-4707; map ref. NIG 2064—
70/7580-5; OIG 1564-70/2580-5), prior to the renovation of a theater hall. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel
Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Old ‘Akko Development Company and the Ministry of Tourism, was directed by E.
Stern and H. Abu ‘Ugsa, with the assistance of V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying), H. Smithline (field photography) and H. Tahan
(incision drawings).

Plastered walls with applied incisions (W1, W2; Figs. 1, 2) were exposed beneath a modern concrete floor. The
walls were covered with sandy soil fill (L100), which contained several potsherds that mostly dated to the
Ottoman period and a few—to the Crusader period.

It seems that the walls with the incisions were part of a building or street from the Crusader period, similar to
walls that had previously been revealed along the southern road of the Hospitaller center (HA-ESI 110:13*-14%).

1. Plan.
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2. Incisions.
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southeast.
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Aloney Abba
Preliminary Report

Leea Porat 26/7/2009

During August—September 2006, a salvage excavation was conducted at Aloney Abba (Permit No. A-4875; map ref. NIG 21591—
601/73678-85; OIG 16591-601/23678-85), in the wake of discovering antiquities while developing a new neighborhood in the
moshav. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the moshav, was directed by L.
Porat, with the assistance of Y. Lavan (administration), V. Essman, V. Pirsky and T. Kornfeld (surveying and drafting), A. Shapiro
(GPS and drafting), H. Smithline (field photography), D. Syon (metal detection) and R. Frankel and N. Getzov (consultation).

The excavation was carried out along the western slope of a hill, c. 500 m southwest of its summit, where
remains of a small settlement (farmstead?) had been surveyed in the past and potsherds from the Iron Age until
the Byzantine period were collected (Map of Nahalal [28], 1983, Site 45).

Three areas (A—C) were opened. Remains of a paved path from the Roman period were discovered in Area A;
a cistern and a winepress were exposed in Area B and two water cisterns; remains of a quarry and a cave, in
which an oil press was installed, were exposed in Area C.

Area A was opened at the bottom of the slope. A wall (length c. 5 m) built of large fieldstones, with a row of ashlar stones
incorporated between them, was exposed close to surface in the southern square (3.2 x 4.0 m). Fragments of pottery
vessels from the Hellenistic and Roman periods were found in the clayey soil alongside the wall. These remains were
probably the continuation of the paved path that was discovered to their north (HA-ESI 120). The corner of a building,
preserved two courses high, was exposed near the surface in the northern square (2.5 x 5.0 m). The foundation course
of fieldstones was placed on bedrock and two ashlar stones above it had remained from the bottom course of the wall
and just protruded above surface. Potsherds dating to the Hellenistic and Roman periods were found.

Area B was opened further up the slope, c. 55 m east of Area A. The cleaning of bedrock surfaces exposed a cistern (not
excavated) and a winepress to its south (Fig. 1). The winepress consisted of a square treading floor (2.17 x 2.20 m) and
a rectangular collecting vat (0.65 x 1.04 m, depth 0.27 m) that were aligned perpendicular to each other. Two wide
perforations conveyed the liquid from the treading floor to the collecting vat. Similar winepresses at Ta‘anach and other
sites were dated to the Middle Bronze Age (‘Atiqot 44:195-207).

Area C was opened c. 50 m northeast of Area B, further up the slope. The oil press installed in the cave (7 x 10 m),
whose ceiling was damaged during development work, had survived in its entirety (Fig. 2). A staircase hewn in the
opening of the cave, which faced southeast, led to a built entrance where two doorjambs stood in situ.

The basin (yam) of an olive crushing mill was situated to the right of the entrance, in the northeastern part of the cave. It
seems that the original yam and the revolving wheel (memmel) were made of limestone, but after they became worn, a
basalt memmel was placed in the yam; a limestone memmel that was probably the original one was found on the floor of
the cave. A Maresha-type olive press was constructed opposite the entrance, along the southern side of the cave. A
niche for anchoring the olive press’ beam was installed in the western side of the cave. A central collecting vat was hewn
opposite it and around the edge of the vat was a groove where a press bed was positioned and on which the ‘agalim
(baskets used to hold crushed olives for pressing) were piled. Two smooth betulot (stone piers) were set on either side of
the vat. Between the collecting vat and the cave entrance was a rectangular rock-hewn pit that contained four olive press
weights.

The finds from the cave indicate that it was first used in the Hellenistic period and continued to be used until the Middle
Roman period. On the floor of the cave were fragments of pottery vessels, bone spoons for processing the olive mash, a
stone seal that is decorated with a bird and a date-palm or olive branch, as well as two Roman coins from the time of
Trajan (98-117 CE): a silver tetradrachma that was struck in the mint of Tyre (IAA 106198) and a bronze coin from the
mint of Sepphoris (IAA 106197).

" 5

1. Winepress, looking east.
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Amazya East
Final Report

Gregory Seriy 4/8/2009
During July 2004, a salvage excavation was conducted at Moshav Amazya (Permit No. A-4213; map ref. NIG 160465—
85/64185-212; OIG 110465-85/14185-212), in the wake of damage to the ceiling of a cave by mechanical equipment. The
excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by G. Seriy, with the assistance of E. Aladjem and Y.
Haimi (administration) and A. Hajian (surveying and drafting).

A burial cave hewn in soft chalk was found. The southern part of its underground chamber was excavated (Fig.
q\‘),. 1). Remains of mud plaster were discerned on the sides of the chamber and its northern part was found filled with
ool B =l modern construction debris.

1. Plan and sections. Two arcosolia with burial troughs were hewn in the western side of the chamber. Remains of gray and mud
plasters covered the side of the arcosolium that contained Trough | (L103; 0.6 x 2.4 m; Fig. 2), which was devoid
of finds. Trough Il (0.60 x 1.83 m; Fig. 3) was not excavated.

The upper part of a Gaza jar (Fig. 4) was found in the fill on the floor of the cave, which seems to have extended
further east.

The cave could not be dated due to lack of finds and it appears to have been used during the modern era.

3. Trough Il, looking north.
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1. Plan and sections.



34 /1510

3. Trough I, looking north.
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4. Gaza jar.
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5. Site 70, rock-hew

cupmarks, looking north.

‘Ami‘ad Quarry, Survey
Final Report

Abdalla Mokary 28/12/2009
During December 2003, a survey was conducted in the ‘Ami‘ad Quarry (Permit No. A-4036; map ref. NIG 24670-750/75775-815;

OIG 19670-750/25775-815), prior to enlargement. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and
underwritten by the Kefar Gil‘adi Quarries, was directed by A. Mokary, with the assistance of L. Yihye and A. Shapiro (GPS).

Seventy-seven sites were surveyed on a southwestern slope, where the quarry is to be enlarged and farther
along the slope that extends west of this area (a total of 300 dunams; Fig. 1).

The sites included an elliptical dolmen (No. 1; length c. 8 m) and eleven circular dolmens that consisted of two small ones
(Nos. 29, 72; diam. 2 and 4 m), five medium-sized (Nos. 3, 40, 43, 45, 48; diam. 4.4-9.0 m) and four large ones (Nos. 13,
16, 17, 69; diam. 10-12 m; Fig. 2). The remains of burial cells could be seen in the middle of the dolmens; a built burial
cell (height 0.5 m), paved with flat stones, survived in Dolmen 69; at least two burial cells built of large stones were
identified in Dolmen 16, which consisted of medium and large fieldstones. Eleven dolmens, whose identification was
uncertain, were also surveyed: one elongated (No. 59; 4 x 8 m) and the rest circular (Nos. 7, 14, 18, 19, 21, 26, 33, 42,
57, 58; diam. 5.0-7.3 m). Building remains were discerned in the middle of Dolmen 18 and flat stones were observed in
Dolmen 57. Forty-three stone clearance heaps were identified: one elliptical (No. 11; length 6 m), two of irregular shape
(Nos. 5, 41), thirteen elongated (Nos. 8, 27, 31, 36, 38, 44, 49, 51, 56, 62, 73-75; length 6-10 m, width c. 3 m) and the
rest circular (Nos. 2, 6, 9, 10, 15, 22, 23, 28, 32, 34, 37, 39, 47, 50, 52-55, 60, 61, 63—-68, 78; diam. 2—10 m; Fig. 3).

Nine walls (width 0.5-1.0 m), mostly built of fieldstones, were documented in the survey area. Some were probably used
to delineate cultivation plots (Nos. 12, 24, 30, 71; length 30-50 m, max. preserved height 0.5 m; Fig. 4). Others formed
open rectangular and circular enclosures (No. 4—c. 19 x 19 m; No. 20—length of perimeter wall c. 50 m; No. 25—6 x 8
m; No. 46—at least 15 x 50 m; No. 76—length of perimeter wall c. 60 m); one of the enclosures (No. 46) was built of
roughly hewn limestone. Other antiquities surveyed included a kind of passage (No. 77; length 22 m, width 5 m) that was
hewn along the slope in an east-west direction; a cluster of four rock-hewn cupmarks (No. 70; Fig. 5), three of which
were identical in size (diam. 0.6 m) and one was smaller (diam. 0.4 m); and a single quarry (No. 35; length 2 m).

The dolmens indicate that the surveyed area was used as a burial site, probably in the Intermediate Bronze Age. The
stone clearance heaps, field walls and enclosures show that in a later period, whose date cannot be determined, the area
was used for agriculture.
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3. Stone Clearance Heap 32, looking east.
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2. View from the site, looking
to the southwest.

5. Building 20, lookin
northwest.

looking north.

DT Y
7. Watchman's Hut 24

9. Pottery.

‘Ar‘ara (Southwest)

Final Report
Amir Gorzalczany , Shireen Mahajna and Abdallah Masarwa 12/3/2009

During November 20086, a trial excavation was conducted along the lower northwestern slopes of the western hill of Qazir, within the
precincts of the ‘Ar‘ara and ‘Ar‘ara Southwest sites (Permit No. A-4954; map ref. NIG 209170-339/710281-618; OIG 159170—
339/210281-618; Fig. 1), in the wake of development plans. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority
and underwritten by the Qazir-Harish local council, was directed by A. Gorzalczany, with the assistance of S. Mahajna and A.
Masarwa (area supervision), M.A. Tabar (preliminary survey, area supervision and assistance), S. Ya'aqov-Jam (administration), V.
Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying), A. Dagot and L. Yihye (GPS), T. Sagiv (field photography), P. Gendelman (pottery reading), C.
Hersch (pottery drawing), L. Ben Hamo (the Qazir Economic Development Company), L. Elbaz (project coordinator), A. Kabha
(council surveyor), A. ‘Azav, K. Sari, M. Masarwa, A. Oren (IAA central region), A. Abu-Diab, M. Hasdiya and laborers from Tiberias.

The remains are located along the eastern fringes of the El-Ahwat site (HA-ESI 110:32*-34*). The area,
covered with rockfall and a tangle of thorny vegetation, enjoys excellent vantage points that lookout to the
south, east and west (Fig. 2). At least five small artesian springs are currently located within a radius of several
hundred meters from the site.

During a preliminary survey, 34 points were thought to be antiquities sites (Fig. 3). Three excavation areas (A—
C) were initially opened and later, two of them (B, C) were consolidated into one. An agricultural region, which
included farming terraces, buildings and watchman's huts that apparently dated to the Roman period (second—
third centuries CE), was exposed.

Area A

Four of six surveyed sites were excavated. Circular stone installations and rows of well-arrayed stones that were poorly
preserved, precluding the evaluation of their character, were exposed. The largest of the installations (F11; 2 x 4 m) was
elliptical and founded on bedrock; a wall built of two rows of stones delimited its southern end. Another circular
installation was smaller (F10; diam. c. 1.5 m), poorly preserved and also founded on bedrock. A circle of stones (F12;
diam. ¢. 2 m), surrounding an exposed bedrock surface and a similar installation (F13) that was found covered with the
collapse of large stones, were discovered.

Areas B, C

The remains in these areas, located south of Area A, were better preserved. Five buildings and four watchman’s huts
were excavated.

The most prominent building in the area (F20; 6 x 7 m; Figs. 4, 5) was not completely exposed. The square structure was
built of double inner walls (thickness c. 1.8 m) that consisted of large roughly hewn stones and a core of small stones. A
stone with a round perforation was discerned in the eastern wall and was probably meant for hitching animals. Alongside
the northern wall was a kind of corridor (length 2 m, width 1 m) that led to an exit, blocked by a row of stones. A few
potsherds and jar rims from the second century CE were found in the building.

A massive, north—south oriented wall that was preserved three courses high, had survived from a second large structure
(F18; length 6 m). A third structure (F23) included built walls in the east and west (width c. 1 m), which were incorporated
in the natural bedrock on the southern side; the northern wall was not preserved. The eastern wall (length 9 m, width 1
m) that curved toward the north was all that remained of the fourth building (F16), whose western part was destroyed. A
small room (1.0 x 2.5 m) whose walls were founded on bedrock was preserved at the southern end of the building. A fifth
round structure (F21; diam. 7 m) was not fully excavated but its plan could be traced. A probe (0.8 x 5.0 m) excavated in
its southern part revealed several ribbed and worn potsherds that could not be dated.

Several circular watchmen’s huts were exposed. One watchman’s hut (F24; diam. 6 m; Figs. 6-8), preserved four
courses high and founded on bedrock, had a corbelled roof. The walls of an entrance corridor (length 2 m, width 0.7 m) in
the southwestern side were built of large stones (max. dimension 0.5 x 0.6 x 1.0 m) and three steps were hewn in its
floor.

The other three watchman'’s huts (F15, F17, F21) were reasonably well-preserved, but less than F24; all of them were
incorporated in retaining walls or farming terraces. Watchman'’s Hut 15 was incorporated in a wall (width 2 m) that was
partly built and partly bedrock hewn.

Similar structures, which were dated to the Iron Age, based on the small finds they contained, were discovered at El-
Ahwat itself (HA-ESI 110). Yet, in other excavations in the region, they were dated to the Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine
and Early Islamic periods (‘Atigot 55:83-107, 109-159 [Hebrew]; HA-ESI 110:31*-32* HA-ESI 120), and even to the
modern era (Z. Ron, The Watchman'’s Hut as an Expression of Hilltop Farming in the Mountains of Judea and Samaria,
Tel Aviv, 1976).

The poor state of preservation, the damage caused by man and nature and the absence of datable finds make it difficult
to date the complex and the agricultural installations. A number of ribbed potsherds, found above and below the floors of
the buildings, included krater rims (Fig. 9:1-3), jars (Fig. 9:4-6) and a jug (Fig. 9:7) that dated to the second-third
centuries CE, and the likes of which are known from nearby sites, such as Ramat Ha-Nadiv.

Bearing in mind the nature of the complex and the limited extent of the excavation, it is suggested that the complex
should be considered part of the agricultural hinterland of the nearby EI-Ahwat site, at least during the Roman period.
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3. Plan.

4. Building 20, plan.

5. Building 20, looking northwest.
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6. Watchman's Hut 24, plan and section.

7. Watchman's Hut 24, looking north.
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8. Watchman's Hut 24, steps in
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1. General view of the site
looking north.

2. Area C, mud-brick
building, looking northwest.

3. Cypriot pithos.

Ashdod, the Southern Shore
Preliminary Report

Pirhiya Nahshoni 22/11/2009

During December 2006—-January 2007, a trial excavation was conducted along the southern shore of Ashdod (Permit No. A-4989;
map ref. NIG 163675-850/630830-60; OIG 113675-850/130830-60), prior to the construction of a pumping facility. The excavation,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Ashdod Development Company, was directed by P.
Nahshoni, with the assistance of S. Talis (area supervision and data computation), H. Lavi and Y. Lender (administration), V.
Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying), the Sky View Company (aerial photography), A. Ganor (pottery restoration), C. Amit (studio
photography) and laborers from Qiryat Gat and Ashgelon.

The site (c. 4 dunams; Fig. 1) is situated along the beach, on a low kurkar hill, c. 1 km south of the Assyrian
compound in Ashdod-Yam. Previous excavations at the site ascertained that it dated to the Late Bronze Age
(ESI 15:131). Installations for the production of wine were exposed in Area A and to their northeast was a
complex of rooms and courtyards built of mud bricks (Area B; HA-ESI 113:107*-108*). Two areas were opened
in the current excavation, north of Area A (C—four squares; D—three and one-half squares); building remains
and installations, ascribed to the second half of the thirteenth century BCE, were discovered. Another area that
was excavated south of Area A (E—one-half square) was devoid of in situ remains.

Area C was opened in the southwestern part of the site, where the surface slopes southward and westward. Remains of
three building phases were exposed. An installation or structure, built of mud bricks and ascribed to the earliest phase,
was negated in the second building phase. All that remained of it were mud bricks and a section of an earthen floor,
overlain with vessels, which could be discerned on the lower part of the slope.

The kurkar bedrock that protruded in the eastern part of the area was leveled to a depth of c. 0.7 m in the second phase
and the structure/installation that existed in the southern and western part of the area was leveled. These measures
prepared the surface for the construction of a large mud-brick building (5 x 6 m; Fig. 2) that survived by four rooms. One
room was almost entirely preserved (Room 50; inner dimensions: 2.2 x 3.2 m) and sections of three other rooms
remained to its west and south (Rooms 51-53). The walls of the building, preserved two to five courses high (0.18-0.42
m), were built of reddish and dark gray mud bricks. Most of the walls consisted of a single row of mud bricks that were
arranged widthwise (width c. 0.6 m); one of the walls was built of two rows of mud bricks. Dark gray mortar was used
both as bonding material and as plaster. Earthen floors abutted the base of the walls. The finds recovered from the
building, which continued in use until the site was abandoned, included locally produced vessels and imported ware,
including a Cypriot pithos (Fig. 3).

Two installations, also attributed to the second phase, were discovered north of the building. The southern installation
was trapezoidal (0.4-1.0 x 1.0 m, depth 0.6 m) and built of mud bricks and plaster. The northern was an elliptical
installation (preserved length 0.5 m, width 0.7 m, depth 0.2 m; its northern part was not preserved), hewn in kurkar
bedrock and coated with hydraulic plaster. This installation, which may have been used as a winepress, was negated
prior to the abandonment of the site and a tamped earth floor, ascribed to the third construction phase, was placed atop
it.

The finds recovered from the three construction phases were identical in date and attest to the architectural changes in
this area, which occurred over a short period of time at the end of the thirteenth century BCE.

Area D was opened c. 50 m east of Area C, where the surface slopes to the south. After the removal of a sand layer by
mechanical equipment, meager remains of a mud-brick building (2.0 x 2.3 m), which comprised two partly preserved
walls and rooms, were discovered. The building was founded on top of an open occupation level, an exposed section of
which was overlain with ash and potsherds. The use of this occupation level, which was set on the kurkar bedrock,
continued almost uninterrupted after it was incorporated within the building. It therefore seems that the distinction
between the two building phases is only technical and the ceramic finds indicate that the phases existed for a short
period of time at the end of the thirteenth century BCE.

Kurkar-hewn pits (diam. 1.0-1.4 m, depth 0.5-0.8 m) were found further down the slope, toward the south. They
contained pottery vessels, including imported wares, as well as stone objects, which all dated to the end of the thirteenth
century BCE.

Area E was opened c. 50 m south of Areas C and D, where the surface was two meters lower. Horizontal fill layers of
alternating sand, potsherds and kurkar, which contained mixed finds with modern debris, were found.

The ceramic finds from Areas C and D, which included imported vessels from Cyprus, Egypt and Mycenae, as well as the
large quantity of organic material that survived on the floors, indicate that intensive activity was conducted at the site. It
seems that the short-lived settlement subsisted on processing agricultural produce and benefited from extensive
commercial ties.
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1. General view of the site, looking north.

2. Area C, mud-brick building, looking northwest.
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3. Cypriot pithos.



2. Pottery Stratum A.

3. Pottery, Stratum B.
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4. Pottery from the refuse pit.
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Ashgelon
Final Report

12/1/2009

In January 2003 a salvage excavation was conducted in the Ashgelon Metal Company compound located within the Migdal
neighborhood (Permit No. A-3804; map ref. NIG 161299/620400; OIG 111299/120400) after ancient remains were discovered in
probe trenches. The excavation, on behalf of the Antiquities Authority and with the financial support of the Afridar Company, was
directed by Y. Haimi, with the participation of H. Lavi (administration), A. Hajian (surveying and drafting), I. Lidski-Reznikov (artifact
drawings), M. Salzberger (studio photography) and D.T. Ariel (numismatics).

Yoram Haimi

Parts of buildings representing two architectural phases were exposed at the site.

Stratum A

Three walls of a room (W101, W102, W103; L10; Fig. 1) were exposed that were built of wadi cobbles and treated on
their outside faces with hydraulic plaster. West of the room was another wall (W108, L31) on whose southwestern side
was an installation. Southeast of W101 were sections of walls (W111-113) of another room, most of which was not
excavated. While exposing Walls 103 and 108, four coins were found, of which three fulus were identified, one of the
Umayyad governor Marwan b. Bashir (c. 705-710 CE; IAA 97967) and two from the Abbasid period (one dated to 832
CE; IAA 97966, 97970). The pottery from this layer included bowls (Fig. 2:1, 2), kraters (Fig. 2:3, 4), a casserole (Fig. 2:5)
and storage jars (Fig. 2:6, 7) that are characteristic of the end of the Byzantine period and the beginning of the Umayyad
period, and a lamp (Fig. 2:8) from the Abbasid period.

Stratum B

Below the remains of the upper building were walls of two rooms that belong to an earlier structure. In the north Walls
104, 107 and 106 form a room whose northern wall was not found and whose interior is divided by a partition wall
(W110). East of Wall 104 is a round column base that was incorporated into the floor bedding (L34). Pottery vessels were
found on the floor, among them a Late Roman Ware bowl (Fig. 3:1), Gaza storage jars (Fig. 3:2, 3), a juglet (Fig. 3:4) and
an intact sandal lamp (Fig. 3:5) that date to the sixth century CE. Southwest of this room the northern and western walls
(W105, W109) of another room were found.

Wall 101, ascribed to Stratum A, was partly destroyed by a recently cut refuse pit that was excavated to a depth of 3 m.
Fragments of pottery vessels found in the pit include the base of a mortarium (Fig. 4:1) and lekythoi (Fig. 4:2—4) from the
Persian period (fourth century BCE) and fragments of bases of Terra Sigilatta bowls from the first century CE (Fig. 4:5, 6)
together with sherds that date to the sixth century CE originating in Stratum B. Due to the imposed limitations of the
excavation it was not possible to enlarge it in order to determine the original context of the ancient pottery vessels that
were found in the refuse pit and ascertain the period when it was dug.

Eleven coins from the Byzantine period were discovered, of which ten were identified; some date to the second half of
the fourth century CE (IAA 97961, 97965, 97972, 97973) while others date to the sixth century CE, almost all of them
small denominations, including five pentanummia (IAA 97960, 97963, 97964, 97969, 97971). The latest coin is a
hexanummium (IAA 97962) from the reign of Heraclius I, struck at Alexandria (613—-618 CE).

The remains of two settlement strata were exposed in the excavation that apparently was established at the end of the
Byzantine period (Stratum B; sixth century CE). It seems that it was rebuilt at the beginning of the Umayyad period
(Stratum A; seventh century CE), apparently extending into the Abbasid period.
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2. Pottery Stratum A.
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3. Pottery, Stratum B.
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1. Plan and sections.

3. The winepress, looking
west.
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4. The collecting vat, looking
west.
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8. Glass artifacts.

Ashgelon
Final Report

Pirhiya Nahshoni 16/2/2009
During November—December 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted in Ashgelon (Permit No. A-4641; map ref. NIG
16043/61986; OIG 11043/11986). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the
Aharoni Brothers Company, was directed by P. Nahshoni, with the assistance of H. Lavi (administration), V. Pirsky and V. Essman
(surveying and drafting), Y. Nagar (physical anthropology), Y. Bukengolts (pottery restoration), C. Hersch (drawing), Y. Gorin-Rosen
(glass) and Y. Huster.

Seven excavation squares were opened at the corner of Eli Cohen and Tishrei Streets in the Migdal Ashgelon
neighborhood (Fig. 1). A layer of fill from the Hellenistic period was discovered; upon it were the remains of a
winepress and a few construction remains that dated to the Byzantine period. In 2002, remains that dated to the
Roman, Byzantine and Early Islamic periods were excavated in a lot, located next to and west of the current
excavation (Permit No. A-3804). In 1993 and several dozen meters to the west of the excavation, remains from
the Roman and Byzantine periods were excavated (‘Atiqot 37:181-209 [Hebrew]). Remains from the Hellenistic
and Byzantine periods, c. 500 m northwest of the excavation, were excavated (ESI 14:110-111), as well as
remains from the Chalcolithic period (‘Atiqot 38:99*-~111*). Other excavations in the Migdal Ashgelon quarter
revealed tombs that date to the Middle Bronze Age (ESI 15:131-132; 16:141).

A layer of soil fill (Loci 127, 129, 137, 145; thickness c. 0.95 m), which contained potsherds from the Hellenistic period,
was exposed; thee included bowls (Fig. 2:1-5), a krater (Fig. 2:6), cooking pots (Fig. 2:7-10), an amphora (Fig. 2:11),
jars (Fig. 2:12-15), a hydria (type of water jar; Fig. 2:16), a jug (Fig. 2:17) and a juglet (Fig. 2:18).

Remains of a built winepress were exposed on the layer of fill (Fig. 3). These consisted of a treading floor (L140), three
fermentation cells (Loci 110, 111, 123) and a collecting vat (L144). The western part of the treading floor was located
beyond the limits of the excavation area. The treading floor (3.6 x 9.0 m) was probably paved with limestone slabs;
several fragments of such flagstones were found, ex situ, in the excavation. A channel led from the treading floor to the
collecting vat. The fermentation cells (1.0 x 2.6-2.9 m) were built of debesh construction that utilized small stones and
light colored cement; only the inside of the cells was coated with light colored plaster (wall thickness 0.3-0.4 m) and they
were preserved to a maximum of 0.35 m high. The cells were paved with potsherds that were set in a herringbone
pattern and probably constituted bedding for a plaster layer that was not preserved. A channel leading from the treading
floor was discerned in the center of the western side of Cell 110. The space between the cells was filled with soil and
stones that aided in maintaining a cool temperature in the cells. Repairs to the walls of the cell were noted in Cell 123.
The collecting vat (1.3 x 2.0 x 2.0 m; Fig. 4), whose walls were built of debesh construction, was next to a wall that
delimited Cell 123 from the west (W10) and a wall that delimited the treading floor from the north (W14); hence, a double
wall of sorts was created around the vat. A circular settling vat (upper diam. 1.05 m, depth 0.55 m) was cut in the middle
of the collecting vat with a small sump in its center (upper diam. 0.3 m, depth 0.23 m). All the components of the
collecting vat were coated with a light colored plaster. The top edge of the collecting vat was plastered, thereby forming a
kind of bench (width c. 0.4 m) that was only preserved along the northern wall. A large quantity of debris was discovered
on top of the winepress remains. It included numerous ceramic and glass finds that dated to the end of the Byzantine
period, as well as fragments of distorted vessels that attest to the close proximity of a pottery workshop. Based on the
dating of the finds, it seems that the winepress ceased to operate in the later part of the Byzantine period. The ceramic
finds included Late Roman C bowls (Fig. 5:1-4), Cypriot Red Slip bowls (Fig. 5:5-7), an Egyptian Red Slip bowl! (Fig.
5:8), a Fine Byzantine Ware bowl (Fig. 5:13), local bowls that are characteristic of the Ashgelon region in the Byzantine
period (Fig. 5:9, 10, 12), kraters with a folded rim whose sides are adorned with strips of combed decorations (Fig. 6:1—
4), cooking kraters (Fig. 6:2), frying pans (Fig. 6:3), cooking pots (Fig. 6:4, 5), Gaza jars (Fig. 7:1, 3, 4), bag-shaped jars
(Fig. 7:5-9), Bet She’an-type jars (Fig. 7:10), Yassi Ada-type amphorae (Fig. 7:11), stirrup jugs and flasks (Fig. 7:12—-14)
and juglets (Fig. 7:15, 16). The glass vessels included goblets (Fig. 8:1-6) and bottles (Fig. 8:7, 8).

Construction remains, which included a corner of a building (W1, W2) and a floor of small stones (L106), were exposed
south of the winepress. Pottery vessels that dated to the Byzantine period were discovered on the floor, including a bowl
(Fig. 5:11), a cooking pot lid (Fig. 6:5) and a Gaza jar that was standing upside down (Fig. 7:2).

A dug pit (L143) was discovered along the eastern edge of the winepress. It contained Gaza jars whose upper parts were
missing (Fig. 9:1-3); one of the jars contained an infan’s burial. This pit damaged the eastern end of Fermentation Cell
111 and it therefore seems to postdate the winepress.

The earliest remains at the site date to the Hellenistic period and it seems that they are indicative of contemporary
settlement remains located in the vicinity. The building, whose remains were exposed south of the winepress, is probably
related to the activity at this installation. Based on the ceramic finds discovered on the floor of the building, it can be
determined that the winepress operated during the Byzantine period. It is also possible that at some point in the
Byzantine period, the winepress was damaged, as the repairs in Fermentation Cell 123 show, and parts of it, such as the
removed flagstones from the treading floor, were dismantled for secondary use. The large quantity of ceramic artifacts in
the area of the winepress indicates that at the end of the Byzantine period, a pottery workshop was established nearby
and its production debris was discarded in the winepress area. After the winepress was no longer in use, a pit that
contained infant burials in jars was dug in part of its area.
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3. The winepress, looking west.
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4. THe collecting vat, looking west.
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6. Kraters and cooking vessels.
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8. Glass artifacts.
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9. Jars.



1. The survey region.

2. Sling stone decorated with
a winged lightening in relief.
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Ashgelon, Underwater Site
Preliminary Report

Jacob Sharvit 30/4/2009

During May-July 2007, an underwater archaeological survey was conducted within the precincts of the Holot Ashgelon site (Permit
No. A-5077; a diagonal strip located within map ref. NIG 1500-55/6162—200; OIG 1000-55/1162—200). The survey, undertaken on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, Marine Archaeology Unit, was funded by the Prima Gas Company, Ltd and accompanied by
Tahal Engineers and Consultants Company, Ltd. It was directed by J. Sharvit, with the assistance of U. Dahari, M. Bachar, Y. Ben
Hemo, H. Sal‘i (divers) and S. Ben-Yehuda (GIS and drafting).

The underwater archaeological survey was conducted c. 2.4 km south of the Ashgelon National Park, along the
course of the El-Arish—Ashqgelon gas pipeline, which comes ashore north of the Rotenberg power station, at
115°azimuth (Fig. 1). The survey area (c. 0.2 x 2. 2 km) extended from the shallow water to a depth of 40 m.

The survey was performed in two stages: Stage A, before the commencement of infrastructure work along the seabed,
was a visual underwater inspection along the route slated for the pipeline; Stage B, after the digging of the trench for
setting the pipeline, was an underwater survey along the trench and an inspection of the site where the sand from the
trench was temporarily deposited. After the gas pipeline was laid in the trench, the sand from the temporary deposition
site was returned to cover the pipe.

The navigation utilized a GIS system, set on board boat Qadmonit, which was fed with vector layers of the gas pipeline
(provided by the Ministry of Infrastructures), a bathymetric layer (depth map) and an aerial photograph. The system was
connected to a Trimble type DGPS, at a level of accuracy less than 1 m. Marker buoys were placed at set distances (20
m) along the course of the pipeline and the team of divers navigated between them, using a compass and a guiding
cable. Each discovered underwater artifact was documented and marked with a small marker buoy. After the dive, the
position of the located buoys was recorded by the DGPS.

An underwater metal detector was utilized during the survey. For efficiency’s sake, namely increasing duration of diving,
shortening of time intervals between dives and increasing safety, an oxygen-rich (Nitrox) mixture was used by
appropriately trained divers.

Four geomorphological units typify the survey region:

Unit 1 (Holot Ashgelon). A low, narrow strip of sandy beach at whose rear is a low kurkar cliff covered with sand dunes.
This narrow strip is completely inundated up to the coastal cliff during winter storms.

Unit 2 (distance of ¢. 150-200 m from shoreline and depth of 2-3 m below sea level). Seabed is characterized by a
noncontiguous covering of kurkar rocks, which are the remains of the destroyed western kurkar ridge edge and slanting
platforms of coastal rock.

Unit 3 (distance of 0.2—3.0 km from shoreline and depth of 3-32 m below sea level). Sandy seabed that gently slopes to
the northwest; protruding bedrock blocks appear occasionally through the sand. The seabed covering becomes muddy
and clayey the deeper one goes to the northwest.

Unit 4 (distance of c. 3 km from shoreline and depth of 30-32 m below sea level). Seabed is muddy and clayey; bedrock
blocks that remained from a sunken kurkar ridge protrude from seabed. This ridge has a more impressive form c. 1 km
southeast of the survey region, at the same depth and parallel to the coastline of Ashgelon.

A noteworthy find is a lead sling stone (14.9 x 18.8 x 35 mm, weight 47.8 g; Fig. 2) that was found resting on the rocky
clay seabed after the trench for the gas pipeline was dug, c. 200 m from the shoreline and at a depth of 3—-4 m (map ref.
NIG 155015/616827; OIG 105015/116827). The sling stone has a biconical pit shape and was cast in a mold. Its upper
side is decorated with a winged lightening in relief and its bottom side is smooth. Sling stones of this kind, including those
decorated with patterns of winged lightening, were discovered at ‘Akko (M. Dothan, 1976, Qadmoniot 34-35:71-74
[Hebrew]), Tel Tanninim (D. Schlesinger, 1984, Qadmoniot 66—67:89 [Hebrew]) and Mount Gerizim (Y. Magen, 2002,
Qadmoniot 120:118 [Hebrew]). At Dor and Jerusalem, similar sling stones were attributed to the armies of Antiochus VII
who besieged those cities in 139-132 BCE. Their motifs (scorpion, winged lightening, staff and anchor) were considered
as symbols of the army units that used them and perhaps even manufactured them. The discovery of this small-sized
sling stone out of an archaeological context and the possibility that it was removed from its original location by the waves
and/or by man (infrastructure work for the installation of undersea pipes) makes it difficult to date it. Based on the
aforementioned excavation finds of lead sling stones, it seems that this find should probably be dated to the second
century BCE.
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2. Sling stone decorated with a winged lightening in relief.
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Ashgelon, el-Qabu
Final Report

Ofer Sion 2/6/2009

During July 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted at el-Qabu,within the precincts of the Elat-Ashgelon Pipeline compound in
Ashgelon (Permit No. A-3944; map ref. NIG 1554/6167; OIG 1054/1167). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel
Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Elat-Ashqelon Pipeline Co. Ltd., was directed by O. Sion, with the assistance of A.
Hajian (surveying), T. Sagiv (field photography), E. Belashov (drafting) and R. Kool (numismatics).

The remains of a building, which consisted of two construction phases that dated to the Byzantine period, were
exposed (25 sq m; Figs. 1, 2). It seems that the building was used as a bathhouse during the earlier of the two
strata (Il). A salvage excavation had been conducted in this area, in 2002 (HA-ESI 119) and remains of walls,
building stones and marble fragments had been surveyed at the site in the past (Map of Zigim [91], Site 37).

Phase II. Part of a building that comprised three rooms (1-3) and two open spaces (4, 5) was exposed. A floor (2.30 x
3.25 m) was revealed in Room 1 (L203). It was composed of beige-white chalk, rich in shells and founded on wadi
pebbles. Two of the discovered walls of the room (W1, W7) were built of two rows of kurkar stones, with a core of stones
and were preserved three courses high (0.6 m); some of kurkar stones were well-dressed. The walls were coated with
plaster, similar to that used on the floor. Wall 7 was short and its southern end was straight, probably due to an opening
that connected the room to Open Space 4, set next to it. Room 2 was exposed in its entirety (L200; 3.1 x 5.7 m). Its
eastern and northern walls (W3, W6) built similar to the walls of Room 1, were preserved three courses high (c. 0.75 m).
The top of wall 3 protruded c. 5 cm above the floor of the room, which consisted of coarse white tesserae that were set
within a border of three rows of red tesserae. Two entrances were noted in the walls of the room; one (A) was set in the
northwestern corner and the other (B), in the southern side of W3. The floor next to Entrance A was paved with small
stones, delimited on the north and east by dressed stones; it bordered the red tesserae of the floor in Room 2. A stone
socket (0.25 x 0.25 m) was uncovered in situ. Entrance B (width 0.5 m) connected Room 2 to Open Space 5 and two
descending steps were built in it. A conduit (C; length 0.6 m, width 0.13 m, height 0.7 m) that connected Room 2 to Open
Space 5 was exposed in the northern part of W3. Three walls (W4-W6) that enclosed Room 3 (L205) were each builtin a
different manner. Wall 6 (width 0.5 m) consisted of two rows of stones; Wall 5 (width 0.6 m) had two outer rows of small
stones and a core of elongated stones; and Wall 4 (width 0.95, preserved height 0.74 m) was constructed from two outer
rows of large stones and two rows of small stones in-between. Room 3 was paved with large ceramic tiles (0.4 x 0.5 m),
two of which were preserved in situ. Only the remains of two walls, which delimited the area from the north (W2; exposed
length 3.3 m) and west (W7), were exposed in Open Space 4. A stone socket was preserved in situ within a stepped
opening that was set in W2. A round structure exposed in Open Space 5 (exposed area 4.0 x 7.6 m), whose outer face
was built of dressed kurkar stones and the interior was a fill of small stones, rose to c. 0.8 m high above the floor (Loci
206, 208). The latter consisted of crushed and tamped kurkar and abutted W3. Next to Channel C in W3, ash remains
(thickness 4 cm) were discovered on the floor (diam. 1.2 m), indicating that the conduit conveyed hot air.

Phase I. A few changes were made to the building. The entrances that connected Open Space 5 to Room 2 and Open
Space 4 were sealed with stone construction, without bonding material. A new floor of crushed and tamped kurkar (L201)
was laid down, c. 0.45 m higher than the floor of Phase Il in Open Space 5.

The artifacts recovered from the excavation included numerous fragments of pottery vessels, most of which were Gaza
jars, a coin, fragments of marble, roof tiles and ceramic floor tiles. The ceramic finds in the two phases dated to the
Byzantine period. Above the floor of Open Space 5 in Phase Il, Gaza jar sherds (Fig. 3:1-5) and saqiye jars (Fig. 3:8, 9)
were discovered. Gaza jars fragments (Fig. 3:6, 7) in Phase | were discovered above the floor in Open Space 5. The
Gaza jars found in the excavation were common to the southern coastal plain in the fifth—seventh centuries CE. The
saqiye jars, dated to the sixth—seventh centuries CE, were also popular along the coastal plain. The coin (IAA 97976)
was discovered on the Phase Il floor of Open Space 5 (L206). It was struck in Carthage, probably in the sixth century CE,
and it bears an eight-pointed star pattern within a circle. Other coins from the same mint were uncovered in the region of
Ashgelon. The marble assemblage included ten gray, light white and dark white fragments, two green fragments and
another light gray fragment (length 17.5 cm), which was discovered close to the surface (Fig. 3:10). The floor tiles were
similar to the in situ ceramic tiles in Room 3.

It seems that the remains of the building in Phase Il belonged to a bathhouse, of which only the western part was
exposed. The plaster, mosaic, ceramic tiles and marble floors were commonly found in bathhouses. It can reasonably be
assumed that the caldarium was in Room 2, although the absence of a double floor in this room makes this assertion
doubtful. It is possible that such a floor was located east of the excavation and perhaps no such floor had existed at all.
Caldaria with no double floor were found in a bathhouse at Qalandia (Baramki, D.C., 1933. A Byzantine Bath at Qalandia.
QDAP 11:105-108), in a bathhouse exposed in Be'er Sheva' that had marble and plaster floors (P. Fabian, per. comm.)
and in a bathhouse exposed at Tel Shegef, where a polychrome mosaic pavement and a plaster floor paved with ceramic
tiles next to it were exposed (Y. Huster, per. comm.). Room 1 was plastered and therefore it is presumed to have been
used as a frigidarium; however, the entrance that was apparently set in W7 of the room casts doubt on this supposition.
Open Space 5, whose western part was only revealed, may have been a courtyard that led to the rooms in the
bathhouse. The floor in Open Space 5 was raised in Phase | and the passages in its walls were closed; it seems that the
building was adapted for another use, possibly as two separate residential units.
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3. Pottery and a marble fragment.



2. Wall 101, looking
northeast.

3. Wall 102, looking
southeast.
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Ashgelon
Final Report

Yoram Haimi 28/6/2009

During February 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted at 23 Ha-Tayyasim Street in Ashgelon (Permit No. A-4382; map ref.
NIG 15875-90/62120-32; OIG 10875-90/12120-32). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and
underwritten by G. Makhlouf, was directed by Y. Haimi, with the assistance of V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying) and C. Hersch
(drawing).

Following the removal of sand and the exposure of the area, one square was opened, in which part of a building that
dated to the Early Bronze Age was discovered (Fig. 1). A wall built of fieldstones and wadi pebbles and oriented east-
southeast—-west-northwest (W101; length 6.4 m, width 0.6 m, height 2.4 m; Fig. 2) was exposed in the northern part of the
square; the wall continued eastward beyond the limits of the excavation area. Another wall built of mud bricks (W102;
length 1.8, width 0.7, height 1.58 m; Figs. 3, 4) abutted W101 from the south-southwest at a right angle. An elliptical
installation built of mud bricks (L10; 0.7 x 1.8 m; Fig. 5) was exposed in the southwestern corner of the square. The
orange color of the mud bricks indicates that they were fired. The slipped fragments of pottery vessels in the excavation
were characteristic of Early Bronze | and included kraters (Fig. 6:1, 2), a jar (Fig. 6:3), a jug (Fig. 6:4) and a ledge handle
(Fig. 6:5).

The orientation of the two walls suggests a connection between them and the remains of a building from the same period
that had been discovered in the past c. 10 m northeast of the excavation, prior to the construction of the house at 21 Ha-
Tayyasim Street (Fig. 7; HA-ES| 118).
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1. Plan and section.



7211510

2. Wall 101, looking northeast.
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3. Wall 102, looking southeast.
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4. Walls 10i and 10-2', looking southeast.

5. Installation (L10), looking northwest.
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Ashgelon, Industrial Zone (North)
Final Report

Pirhiya Nahshoni 26/11/2009

During September—October 2006, a trial excavation was conducted west of the Ashqgelon—Yad Mordechai railroad track, east of the
northern industrial zone of Ashgelon (Permit No. A-4908; map ref. NIG 16259/61904; OIG 11259/11904), following the discovery of
antiquities during earthmoving works along the planned route for another railroad track. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the
Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by Israel Railways Authority, was directed by P. Nahshoni, with the assistance of H.
Lavi (administration), A. Hajian (surveying), E. Belashov (drafting), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), C. Amit (coin
photography), I. Lidski-Reznikov (find drawing), N. Katsnelson (glass), G. Bijovsky (numismatics) and laborers from Ashgelon.

Two excavation areas were opened along the course of the railroad track where ancient remains were
1. General view of the discerned. The southern area consisted of four continuous squares and two half squares, 25 m apart, were
excavation, looking north. opened in the northern area, c. 55 m away (Fig. 1). Remains of walls, a plastered pool and refuse pits of a
pottery workshop from the Byzantine period were discovered in the excavation.

The Southern Area (Fig. 2). Three walls (W2-W4; width 0.6 m) were discovered in the southern part of the area. The
walls, preserved a single course high, were built of dressed kurkar masonry stones and hard roughly hewn limestone.
Wall 2 (exposed length 3.5 m), generally aligned east-west and Wall 4 (length 1.8 m), oriented north—south, were
combined together and belonged to a single building. Wall 3 (exposed length 1.25 m) formed a 25°angle with Wall 2 and
stone fill was found between them; it seems that W3 was built in a later phase. No floors were found. A pit (L123; 1.5 x
1.7 m, depth 0.62 m) was exposed east of W4. It contained a layer of construction debris that included numerous
fragments of floor bedding, composed of potsherds embedded in a herringbone pattern in mortar, which is characteristic
of winepresses. The remains’ poor state of preservation—probably due to stone looting in antiquity—and the limited

3. Eﬁ‘)' 1%0 lookin scope of the excavation, do not enable us to determine the function of the building and the installation.
northwest.

North of the building were the remains a plastered pool (L110; 1.45 x 1.74 m, preserved height 0.62 m; Fig. 3) whose use
is unclear. The walls of the pool (W5-WS8; width 0.35-0.50 m) were built of debesh and coated with plaster on the inside;
a lining of dressed kurkar stones was applied to the exterior of W7, making it c. 0.9 m thicker. A dressed stone was found
on the pool’s plastered floor. Next of the pool's southeastern corner was a small section of a wall, preserved a single
course high (W9; preserved length 1.8 m; width 0.7 m, preserved height 0.25 m). The wall, oriented east-west, was well-
built of dressed stones bonded with light gray mortar. A wall built in a similar manner was exposed c. 3.5 m northwest of
the pool (W11; exposed length 1.3 m, width 0.7 m, preserved height 0.24 m). It too was aligned east-west and was
preserved a single course high. This wall formed a corner with a wall that abutted it from the north (W1; preserved length
- . c. 4 m, max. width 0.5 m), of which only the fieldstone foundation course had survived. Two surfaces of small stones—
4. Northern square in east of W1 (L103) and southwest of the pool (L101)—and sections of a light-colored mortar surface to the south of the
—q_nonhern area. plan pool (L130), apparently pelonged to floors that were not preserved. The close proximity of the finds in this part of the area
horthern area, pan. and the matching directions of the walls seem to indicate that the pool, the nearby remains of the walls and the floors
were all part of a single building complex.

The Northern Area yielded a thick dump (thickness 1.29 m) of workshop debris (L106) that extended across an area
(diam. c. 15 m). A variety of pottery vessels from the Byzantine period, mostly Gaza-type jars, as well as workshop
debris, glass and bones were found in a probe that was excavated in the dump (2 x 4 m).

The northernmost excavation square revealed another dump with workshop debris, in which reddish mud-brick material
was mixed (L122; thickness 0.74 m; Fig. 4). Within this layer and close to the surface were several small and medium-

. sized kurkar stones that could be the meager remains of a wall's foundation course (W10). Below this layer was a dark
7. Clay figurines. clayey layer (L125; thickness 8 cm) that is characteristic of the natural soil in the region.

A rich assemblage of pottery vessels, as well as clay figurines, a carved bone item, glass vessels and coins, which dated
to the Byzantine period, was discovered in the building remains and especially in the dumps of the workshop debris. The
pottery consisted of vessels characteristic of the period, including bowls (Fig. 5:1, 2), a krater (Fig. 5:10) and a Fine
Byzantine Ware juglet (Fig. 6:4); imported bowls included Late Roman C (Fig. 5:3, 4), Cypriot Red Slip (Fig. 5:5-8) and
Egyptian Red Slip (Fig. 5:9); locally produced vessels included bowls (Fig. 5:11, 12), kraters (Fig. 5:13, 14), cooking
vessels (Fig. 6:1-3), juglets (Fig. 6:5, 6), a bag-shaped jar (Fig. 6:7) and Gaza jars (Fig. 6:8-11). The fragments of two
zoomorphic figurines included the head and chest of a horse (Fig. 7:1) and the round face of an animal facing forward

T (Fig. 7:2).
The 161 fragments of glass vessels consisted of 59 diagnostic ones. Most of the fragments belonged to vessels that
9. Coin No. 4. dated to the Byzantine period and the variety of types is similar to that discovered in a tomb excavated in Ashgelon

tiqot 37:67*-82%).
‘Atiqot 37:67*—82*

A carved bone object was found on the surface (Fig. 8). It seems that the building remains and the plastered pool
belonged to an industrial area that was used at the end of the Byzantine period. The concentrations of workshop debris
are indicative of a nearby pottery workshop that was probably located beyond the excavated area.

The Coins

Gabriela Bijovsky

Eight bronze coins were discovered in the excavation, five of which could be identified (Table 1). These are dated from
the second half of the fourth century CE until the first half of the sixth century CE. One of the coins is a cast flan without a
pattern (No. 3), characteristic of the years 450-550 CE (INJ 14, 2000-2002:202). Two five nummi coins that bear a Chi-
Rho Christogram were found (Nos. 4, 5). These belong to a type common to the Ashgelon region and were minted until
the year 537 CE, during the reigns of the Byzantine emperors Justin | and Justinian | (W. Hahn 2001. Money of the
Incipient Byzantine Empire [Anastasius | — Justinian |, 491-565] [Vero6ffentlichungen des Instituts fur Numismatik und
Geldgeschichte der Universitat Wien 6]. Vienna. P. 57). Coin No. 4 (Fig. 9) is probably a local imitation of a
pentanummia, as evidenced by the backward pattern on the reverse (retrograde), its inferior style and low weight.

Table 1. Identified bronze coins

No. |[Locus [ldentification IAA No.
Constantinius |, 351-361 CE

™8 |FEL TEMP REPARATIO 113559

2 s [[Fifth century CE 113557

3 [101  ]An unminted cast flan, 450-550 CE 113556
Local imitation, 522-537 CE

i 100 5 nummi, Chi-Rho Christogram 113555
Justinian I, Constantinople, 527-537 CE

> 115 5 nummi, Chi-Rho Christogram 113558
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1. General view of the excavation, looking north.



7711510

Lim

5094

] L1z L123
CEwm g e (S
w3 w4 = Aps S
=
13!‘.1..0'0
1-1
Li1o 3100
e Lim
\\‘Gg V'g?_“'-‘*;"'q wg A |
ot Lso00
2-2

2. Southern area, plan and sections.
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3. Pool 110, looking northwest.

4. Northern square in northern area, plan.
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5. Pottery.



80/1510

6. Pottery.
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7. Clay figurines.
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8. Bone object.
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9. Coin No. 4.
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Ashgelon, Barne ‘a
Final Report

Ron Toueqg 30/12/2009

During December 1998, a salvage excavation was conducted on Yekutiel Adam Street in the Barne‘a neighborhood of
Ashqgelon, opposite the Holiday Inn Hotel (License No. B-169/1998; map ref. NIG 15891-2/62190-2; OIG 10891-2/12190—
2), prior to the construction of a traffic circle. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of A.E.S. and the auspices of the
Institute of Maritime Studies of the University of Haifa and underwritten by the Ashgelon Economic Company, was directed
by R. Toueg, with the assistance of T. Kenan (surveying) and D. Lipkonsky (administration).

Settlement remains from the Roman and Byzantine periods were exposed c. 300 m northwest of the
current excavation area (License No. G-131/1998). Two tombs that dated to the Byzantine period (HA-
ESI 119) and remains of a settlement and a tomb from the Hellenistic period (HA-ESI 120 ; HA-ESI 120)
were discovered farther north. Settlement remains from the Byzantine period were also discovered c.
1.5 km north of the current excavation area, at an Early Bronze Age site (HA-ESI 115:58*-59%).
Remains of shipwrecks that dated to the Bronze and Iron Ages and the Hellenistic, Roman and
Byzantine periods were found in underwater surveys off the coast (HA-ESI 120).

One excavation square was opened and part of an agricultural installation from the Byzantine period
was exposed.

Following the removal of a modern foundation layer (thickness c. 0.8 m) with the aid of mechanical equipment,
dark gray fill that contained remains of mortar mixed with lime, shells and numerous potsherds, dating to the end
of the Byzantine period (sixth—seventh centuries CE) was exposed.

Two vats (Loci 2, 3; outer dimensions 2.85x3.30 m; Fig. 1) separated by a partition wall (W5) were uncovered
beneath the fill. The vats’ walls, of which only a single course of dressed kurkar was preserved, were coated with
light pink hydraulic plaster, applied to a base layer of potsherds. The foundation, built of fieldstones that were set
directly on top of the sand, was wider than the width of the walls.

Vat 2 (1.3x2.3 m) was completely excavated and Vat 3, which extended beyond the limits of the excavation
area, was only partially explored (1.2x2.3 m). The floors of the two vats were slightly inclined to the south. The
northern part of the floor in Vat 3 was damaged because of stone-robbing. It was repaired at least four times and
the original plaster floor was c. 0.1 m lower than the latest floor. Although no evidence was found, it can
reasonably be assumed that similar repairs were made to the floor of the eastern vat. A depression in the center
of the floor in Vat 3 was noted near the southern wall (W7) and an opening between the courses of the wall that
had been blocked with soil and mortar was revealed. A plaster floor (L4), which continued beyond the limits of
the square, extended up and onto W7 from the south.

Brown fill (L6) deposited directly on the sand was excavated east and north of the vats. It was probably a
foundation trench of the installation that contained potsherds dating to the end of the Byzantine period (sixth—
seventh centuries CE).

It was not possible to determine the precise use of the installation due to its poor state of preservation and the
limited scope of the excavation; however, these were most likely the collecting vats of a winepress. It seems that
the installation was built during the sixth-seventh centuries CE and ceased to be used at the end of the
Byzantine or the beginning of the Early Islamic periods.
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Azor, Ha-Histadrut Street
Final Report

Amir Gorzalczany 12/3/2009

During October—November 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted on Ha-Histadrut Street in Azor (Permit No. A- 5277; map ref.
NIG 181586-92/659173-6; OIG 131586-92/159173-6; Fig. 1), in the wake of damage to antiquities. The excavation, undertaken on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Amidar Company, was directed by A. Gorzalczany, with the
assistance of E. Bachar (administration), M. Kunin (surveying), T. Sagiv (field photography), D. Golan (preliminary inspection), Y.
Arnon (pottery reading), M. Shuiskaya (pottery drawing), Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass), M. Ajami, D. Barkan (IAA central district) and
laborers from Qiryat Gat.

2. Plan and sections. The site at Azor had seen many excavations, as of the 1940s (HA-ESI 116, HA-ESI 117, HA-ESI 118; for summary
list of excavations, see ‘Atigot 38:41-43). The current excavation was carried out within the precincts of the tell;
however, its area (c. 2.5 x 5.0 m) and scope were extremely limited due to existing infrastructures. Three
settlement strata, the earliest dating to the Mamluk period and the latest to the Late Ottoman period period—
modern era, were exposed (Fig. 2).

Stratum 1 (Late Ottoman period-Modern era)

Remains of a building that included a wall foundation, a floor and an installation were exposed. The wall (W107; width

0.3-0.4 m; not marked on plan), discovered in the eastern part of the square, was oriented east-west and preserved a

= LY » single course high; its eastern end extended beyond the excavation area. The floor (L101; Fig. 3), which was built of
S T ) e different size fieldstones in pale white-gray bonding material, abutted W107 and was especially well-preserved in the

4. Stratum 1, Installation 105 western part of the square. South of W107, part of a round installation (L105; diam. 0.85 m; Fig. 4) built of a series of

looking southeast. coarsely dressed stones, was exposed; its nature was not fully determined.

The stratum was rather disturbed and it should probably be dated to the Late Ottoman period—modern era.

Stratum 2 (Ottoman period)

A wall (W112; min. length 1 m) built of fieldstones (c. 0.20 x 0.30 x 0.25 m) and preserved four courses high (0.65 m)
was exposed. The western face of the wall was located beyond the excavation area; its southern continuation was
covered by the foundation of Floor 101 and its northern extension was most likely damaged by the sewer infrastructure
located north of the excavation area. The wall was not built directly on the remains of the previous stratum, but rather
above an accumulation of dark brown soil that represented a short habitation hiatus.

The potsherds recovered from the fill next to the wall included fragments of bowls (Fig. 6:1, 2), kraters decorated with
wavy combing (Fig. 6:3, 4, 5, 6) and jugs, some of which were handmade (Fig. 6:7). All the potsherds were of gray,

I‘r" Tkhe excas[gationt area, inclusion-rich clay and dated to the Ottoman period. Fragments of a colored glass bracelet (Fig. 7) that prevailed in this
looking southwest. i
QOK N SOULMEES period were also found.

Stratum 3 (Mamluk—Ottoman periods)
» i Floors and walls that joined up to form a general plan of a room were exposed.

=7 The eastern wall (W110; min. length 1.8 m, width 0.3 m) was built of roughly hewn stones (c. 0.25 x 0.30 x 0.50 m); its
southern side was preserved two courses high, whereas its northern end survived a single course high. The southern
P Y wall (W109; min. length 1 m, width 0.3 m), built of a single row of coarsely dressed stones (c. 0.20 x 0.25 x 0.30 m), was

i preserved a single course high; its eastern end, located beyond the excavation area, probably formed a corner with the

. continuation of W110.
Al -~ L Two walls, oriented east-west (W106, W111), probably represented an internal partitions of the room. Wall 111 (min.
length 1 m, width 0.3 m) was built of dressed stones (c. 0.2 x 0.2 x 0.3 m), between which smaller fieldstones were
6. Pottery. incorporated; the eastern end of this wall abutted W110 and its western end was covered with the foundation of the later
floor (L101). A single row of stones (c. 0.30 x 0.25 x 0.30 m), standing a single course high, was preserved of W106
(min. length 0.7, width 0.35 m; Fig. 5). Its western end was covered by the foundation of Floor 101, whereas its eastern
end did not reach W110. This gap should probably be interpreted as a passage or an opening.
A floor (Loci 114, 115) of small irregular stones abutted W110, but underlay Walls 106 and 111. Therefore, these walls
constituted a later (technical?) phase in the construction of the building.
The ceramic assemblage included fragments of bowls (Fig. 6:8), green or yellow glazed bowls (Fig. 6:9, 10), kraters (Fig.
6:11) and cooking pots (Fig. 6:12, 13), which were characteristic of the transition phase between the Mamluk (thirteenth—
fourteenth century CE) and the Ottoman periods.

The scant finds recovered from the excavation was due to its small scope and the inability to investigate earlier strata,
although the excavated square was within the area of their existence. A gap between the floors of Stratum 3 (Mamluk—
Ottoman periods) and the construction of W112 (Ottoman period) suggests that this area of the tell was uninhabited for a
short period.

The results of the excavation contribute to the accumulated knowledge of the site and to the better understanding of the
history of Azor.

7. Glass bracelet.
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1. Aerial view of excavation area.
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5. The excavation area, looking southwest.
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7. Glass bracelet.
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Azor
Final Report

Lior Rauchberger 13/8/2009

During June 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted at 6 Weizmann Street in Azor (Permit No. A-4506; map ref. NIG
20899/63185; OIG 15899/13185), prior to construction. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and
underwritten by S. Haddad, was directed by L. Rauchberger, with the assistance of S. Ya‘aqov-Jam and E. Bachar (administration),
A. Hajian (surveying and drafting), T. Sagiv (field photography), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), M. Shuiskaya (drawing of
finds), A. Berman (numismatics) and M. Ajami, D. Barkan and E. Yannai.

A private house that had been demolished stood on the site before the excavation; the ancient remains were
poorly preserved. Four squares (A-D; 75 sq m) of different sizes were opened after A. Buchennino exposed
wall remains during a preliminary inspection (designated L136). Remains of buildings and installations that
dated to the Early Islamic period (seventh—eighth centuries CE; HA-ESI 117) were discovered.

Building A. Remains of a building—a rectangular room oriented north—south (2.25 x 5.70 m)—were exposed in Squares
A and D. The walls of the room’s western corner (W100, W101), built of small fieldstones and preserved two courses
high, had survived. The walls of the eastern corner (W103, W104), preserved a single course high, were built of small
fieldstones mixed with large coarsely dressed stones. One of the stones in W104 was a weight from an olive press, in
secondary use (0.26 x 0.35 x 0.53 m). Wall 103 continued northward beyond the corner with W104. Kurkar collapse
(L134) was exposed south of the building and probably belonged to it.

A shallow refuse pit (L114; diam. 0.86 m, depth 0.4 m) was discovered at a lower level between Walls 100 and 101. It
contained ashes, a Byzantine roof-tile fragment, small fieldstones and jar fragments that dated to the Early Islamic
period.

The ceramic finds that dated the building to the Early Islamic period consisted of imported bowls, including Late Roman C
(Fig. 2:3, 4), Cypriot Red Slip Ware (Fig. 2:5, 6), Fine Byzantine Ware (Fig. 2:7-9), as well as buff-ware bowls and jugs
(Fig. 2:10-15) and a krater and a jar (Fig. 2:16, 17). In addition, a rim and body fragments of Cypriot milk bowls from the
Late Bronze Age, which originated in two tombs from this period that were located in the vicinity (Fig. 2:1, 2; HA-ESI
118), were found.

Building B. A building was discovered in Square D and in the balk that separated it from Square B. Two of the building’s
walls (W112, W132), which were built of fieldstones and partially dressed stones, were exposed. These walls apparently
formed a corner in the south that was not preserved. A floor of small fieldstones (L135; 0.1 x 0.1 m), whose remains were
also found in the middle of the southern corner of the building, abutted W132 on the north. The ceramic finds included a
cooking pot (Fig. 2:18), a bowl (Fig. 2:19), a krater (Fig. 2:20), jars (Fig. 2:21-24) and a buff-ware jug (Fig. 2:25), as well
as an Umayyad coin that was struck in the Ashgelon mint and is dated to the eighth century CE (IAA 98100). Based on
these artifacts, the building is dated to the Early Islamic period.

Ovens between Buildings A and B

A tabun (L120; diam. 0.51 m, wall thickness 0.2 m), whose southern side was enclosed by a wall (W102; 0.22 x 0.50 x
1.30 m) that was oriented east-west, was discovered in Square B. A row of small fieldstones (L130) enclosed the
installation from the north. The tabun was not excavated. A rim fragment of a Cypriote dolium was recovered from the fill
between the tabun and W102.

Another tabun (L133; diam. 0.4 m, thickness of clay side 2 cm, height 0.25 m) was discovered in the preliminary trial
trench, c. 0.65 m north of Tabun 120 and 0.1-0.2 m below W132. The tabun was not excavated.

Square C. A row of fieldstones (L122; 0.1 x 0.1 x 0.7 m), aligned southeast—northwest, was exposed in the southern side
of the square. It was probably part of a wall that was mostly located at the side of the square. A jar base and worn
potsherds from the Early Bronze Age, as well as jar fragments, including Gaza jars (Fig. 2:27, 28), were found in the fill
(L109) that abutted the row of stones.

The excavation finds add information about the nature and spread of the settlement from the Early Islamic period,
southeast of Tel Azor. The exposed buildings and installations of the Early Islamic settlement included an underground
vaulted structure, which is characteristic of the period (HA-ESI 110:43*-44*), ovens and part of a bathhouse (HA-ESI 117
[Permit No. A-2970]; HA-ESI 117 [Permit No. A-3196]).
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1. Plan and section.
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2. Pottery.



3. General view of
excavation, looking north.

4. General view of
excavation, looking south.

6. Arch pillar with
incorporated console, looking
north.

7. Two column drums in
alley.
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Bab al-Hawa
Preliminary Report

Moshe Hartal 27/5/2009

During June—July 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted at Bab al-Hawa (Permit No. A-5165; map ref. NIG 272979—
3061/783359-551; OIG 222979-3061/283359-551), in the wake of damage to the site. The excavation, undertaken on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and financed by the Israel Electric Company, was directed by M. Hartal, with the
assistance of E. Bron, O. Zingboym, Y. Harel and G. Jaffe (area supervision), Y. Ya‘agobi (administration), V. Essman and
M. Kunin (surveying), A. Shapiro (GPS) and laborers from the village of Bug‘ata in the Golan Heights.

During 1988-1990, three seasons of excavations had been conducted at the site (ESI 10:63-66),
revealing building remains from the Iron Age (ninth century BCE) that were destroyed in a conflagration
and from the Early Roman period (first century CE), as well as a building from the Byzantine period and
a tomb from this period was excavated in the southern part of the ruin (M. Hartal, 2006, Land of the
Iturians, pp. 262—282 [Hebrew]).

Two areas (C, D) were opened. A building dating to the Byzantine period, remains of a building from the
Roman period and a few potsherds from the Iron Age were exposed in the four squares in Area C that
was south of the building excavated in the previous seasons. The tops of walls from the Byzantine
period were discovered in the single square opened in Area D, lying in the north of the site.

Area C

Five strata were identified (Fig. 1).

Stratum 5: Bedrock was exposed in the western half of the excavation area. Dark brown soil that included a
small amount of potsherds from the ninth century BCE had accumulated on top of bedrock. No walls ascribed to
this period were found and the ceramic finds were rather meager. Hence, it can be assumed that the potsherds
were swept here from the immediate vicinity. During the previous excavation seasons, remains of a building that
was dated to the ninth century BCE were exposed.

Stratum 4: The foundations of two fieldstone-built walls, founded on bedrock, were revealed in the southwest of
the area (Fig. 2). The walls themselves and the floor that abutted them did not survive. The few potsherds found
next to them dated to the Early Roman period.

Stratum 3: A building from the Late Roman—Early Byzantine period, which was built according to the Hauranian
tradition utilizing only roughly hewn basalt stones, was exposed (Fig. 3). The building included a courtyard, partly
paved with flat fieldstones, and rooms on either side of it.

A staircase was built next to the western wall of the courtyard; three of the steps had survived (Figs. 4, 5). The
staircase was erected above the pavement and therefore postdated it. Numerous fragments of Golan pithoi that
dated to the Byzantine period were found near the courtyard wall. The top of the foundation course of the walls
served as a threshold for the building’s entrance and the openings of the rooms, whose tamped-earth floors
were one step lower than the thresholds. Ovens were found in three of the rooms. The pillar of an arch in which
an inverted arch console was incorporated (Fig. 6) was found in one of the rooms; this was the only ashlar stone
found in the excavation. The ceramic finds dated to the fourth—fifth centuries CE.

Two coarsely dressed column drums of different heights were found ex situ in an alley at the western end of the
excavation (Fig. 7); they may have been used to support the roof. Pairs of similar columns were found in the
Hermon, which S. Dar identified as a representation of Iturian deities. Since no similar columns were found in the
Golan to date, it is questionable whether they can be attributed to Iturian cult.

Stratum 2: The building from the previous stratum continued to be used, although a few modifications were
made to it: several walls were added, one of the openings was blocked and the floors were raised and covered
part of the ovens (Fig. 8). A considerable amount of destruction was discerned in this stratum, possibly the result
of an earthquake; the courtyard and the rooms were filled with collapsed building stones. The artifacts from this
stratum dated to the fifth century CE.

Stratum 1: Following the destruction of Stratum 2, only the eastern part of the building was repaired. A wide wall
of large fieldstones, abutted by an earthen floor, was built. A complete cooking pot on the floor, dating to the
sixth century CE, was surrounded on the east and north by stone collapse that miraculously did not damage it
(Fig. 9).

Area D

The tops of two walls built of basalt stones, which formed the corner of a room, were exposed below the surface
(Fig. 10). A third narrower wall was one stone wide and built of limestone. Fragments of pottery vessels from the
Byzantine period, including a fragment of a Phoenician lamp, were collected from the area between the walls.
The excavation was suspended after the tops of the walls were exposed and the finds indicated that the
Byzantine settlement extended in this area of the site.

The previous excavation exposed building remains from the Iron Age and potsherds from earlier periods. The
finds from this season indicate that during those periods the size of the site was not as large. This probably
reinforces the supposition that the building exposed in the previous excavation was part of a fortress. The
meager remains preserved of the Early Roman-period building probably indicate the beginning of a renewed
settlement at the site. It seems that the excavated area was mainly built on in the fourth and fifth centuries CE,
when a large edifice was erected. Changes to the building were subsequently made until it was destroyed, most
likely by an earthquake. After the destruction, the area was abandoned for a period of time and only a small part
of it in the east was built in the sixth century CE. The building did not contain finds that could unequivocally
indicate the religion of its occupants. Numerous finds adorned with crosses that dated to the end of the fifth and
the beginning of the sixth centuries CE were discovered in the previous excavations; these pointed to a Christian
settlement, probably of the Ghassan tribe. The current excavation was devoid of such artifacts and therefore, it
seems that the exposed building was used by the original residents of the site—the Iturians.
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2. Stratum 4 (right) and Stratum 3 (left), walls and installations, looking east.

4. General view of excavation, looking south.
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5. Courtyard, staircase and pithoi fragments, looking south.
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6. Arch pillar with incorporated console, looking north.
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7. Two column drums in alley.

8. Stratum 2 stone floor above tabun from Stratum 3, looking north.
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9. Stratum 1, cooking pot, looking north.
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10. Area D, plan.
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2. Burial cave, looking south.

3. Glass flask (B1009).

4. Cross-shaped copper
pendant (B1012).

6. Copper finger cymbals
(B1022).
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Baga el-Gharbiya
Preliminary Report

Jacob Sharvit 16/2/2009

During August 2004, a salvage excavation was conducted in a burial cave in Baga el-Gharbiya (Permit No. A-4244; map ref. NIG
20396/70403; OIG 15396/20403), which was severely damaged when the area was prepared for construction. The excavation, on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by J. Sharvit, with the assistance of M. Masarwa and M.A. Tabar (antiquities
inspectors), N. Distenfeld (inspector with the Unit for the Prevention of Antiquities Robbery), L. Yihye (GPS), C. Amit (studio
photography), R. Vinitsky (metallurgical laboratory), Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass), O. Shorr (glass restoration), and C. Hersch and S. Ben-
Yehuda (drawing).

The burial cave was hewn in the northern slope of a spur, which extends in an east-west direction and
overlooks a valley, through which a northern tributary of Nahal Hadera passes. The remains of eight individuals
and their funerary offerings were discovered in the cave. The excavation in the cave lasted only six hours and
once the bones of the deceased were exposed they were handed over to a representative of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs; consequently, no anthropological analysis was performed. The finds in the cave are dated to
the end of the Byzantine and the beginning of the Umayyad periods. Winepresses, bodedot and other burial
caves were discerned in the vicinity of the cave and a similar burial cave was excavated in 1956, in nearby
Qibbuz Ma‘anit (Map of Ma‘anit [54], Site 24).

The cave was hewn in thin, hard nari that superposes soft chalk of the Senonian Formation. All that was preserved of the
cave is an arched cavity (c. 1.5 x 5.0, max. height c. 1.5 m; Figs. 1, 2) that was filled with modern debris and masses of
stone that collapsed into it. Following the removal of modern debris (L100), a layer of clean soil (L101), which had a
different color, was exposed. Upon it were large pieces of chalk bedrock that had collapsed from the ceiling. Standing
stones, which formed partitions (W1, W2) that divided the space of the cave into two parts, were discovered in the
eastern side of the cave.

The remains of six deceased (H1-H5, H8) were exposed on the floor in the western part of the cave (L102), with funerary
offerings alongside them. Individual H1 was placed with his head to the west and his face turning to the south; he was
survived by the skull and long bones. The offerings next to this individual included a bronze ring (B1013), a glass bead
threaded on a copper wire (B1014), an intact glass flask (B1009; Fig. 3) and two finger copper cymbals (B1018). The
skull and long bones of Individual H2 were preserved but their location was disturbed. The offerings next to this deceased
included a pair of copper earrings (B1011), a copper pendant in the shape of a cross (B1012; Fig. 4), a bronze bracelet
(B1010) and a copper bracelet (B1015). The bone fragments of Individuals H3 and H4 were consolidated together,
without any offerings. Bone fragments and parts of the skull of Individual H5 were preserved and concentrated in the
western part of the cave, between the side of the cave and another stone partition (W3). Next to the deceased were
fragments of cosmetic artifacts and a round lid with a perforation in its center for a kohl stick; both were made of faience
(B1002, B1003; Fig. 5). At the beginning of the excavation, the removal of soil debris and pieces of rock from this part of
the cave exposed an intact glass vessel (B998) and a fragment of a green-glazed faience cosmetic jar (Basket 999) on
the floor. A preliminary examination has suggested that all the pieces of faience belong to the same cosmetic jar. It can
also be assumed that this jar, as well as the glass vessel, belongs to Individual H5. Bone fragments and parts of the skull
were preserved from Individual H8, to whom two finger cymbals (B1018, B1019) were ascribed.

The remains of two individuals (H6, H7) were exposed in the eastern part of the cave (L103), which was delimited by
Walls 1 and 2. Individual H6 was placed in an articulated position, with his head in the south, his face turning to the east
and his legs folded at the northern side. Four matching copper finger cymbals (B1008, B1022; Fig. 6) and a copper
bracelet (B1007) were ascribed to the deceased. Individual H7 was discovered next to W1 and his skull and long bones
were preserved.

After the dismantling of W1, a complete glass flask (B1023; Fig. 7), a complete glass amphoriskos (B1024; Fig. 8), the
upper part of a pale green-blue bottle (B1025) and a copper ring (B1026), were discovered beneath it.

It seems that the cave was entered from the north, by way of a square, leveled courtyard, from which one descended a
short staircase to an elliptical cavity (diam. c. 6 m). Remains of the courtyard were preserved on the eastern side of the
site. The poorly preserved remains of eight individuals were uncovered in the limited excavated area. Two individuals in
primary burial, an adult and a child, were exposed in the eastern part of the cave. Six individuals were exposed in the
western part of the cave; however, judging by the skeletons’ state of preservation it is unclear whether they were interred
in primary or secondary burial. Finger cymbals were discovered next to four of the deceased. The jewelry discovered in
the cave was simple and decorated with plain geometric designs; some of it could have been worn by either men or
women. The offerings seem to indicate that both men and women were interred in the cave, which could have belonged
to a Christian family that was somehow engaged in dance or music, possibly in a religious context. The glass vessels
recovered from the tomb are unique to the site and were probably blown by an artisan who was employed at a local
workshop. No comparisons to these vessels have been published to date, but their form and quality of the material
indicate that they can be dated to the end of the Byzantine and the beginning of the Umayyad periods (sixth—-seventh
centuries CE).
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3. Glass flask (B1009).
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4. Cross-shaped copper pendant (B1012).
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5. Faience cosmetic jar and fragment of a round bone lid.
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6. Copper finger cymbals (B1022).

7. Glass flask (B1023).
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8. Glass amphoriskos 81024).
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Beisamoun (Mallaha)
Preliminary Report

Hamudi Khalaily , Omry Barzilai and Gilead Jaffe 2/12/2009

During April-May 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted at the Beisamoun site (Permit No. A-5107; map ref. NIG 25403—
8/77682-715; OIG 20403-8/27682—715). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten
by the Department of Public Works, was directed by H. Khalaily, with the assistance of O. Barzilai, E. Bron and G. Jaffe (area
supervision), Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), A. Hajian (surveying and drafting), A. Shapiro (GPS), and also D. Avshalom-Gorni and N.
Bornstein.

The site is located in the western part of the Hula Valley, c. 5 km north of Yesod Ha-Ma‘ale and c. 2 km west of
the new Hula Preservation. It is situated alongside numerous sources of water, including Nahal ‘Ayoun, which
1. General view of the conveys water from the ‘Eynan springs to the Hula Preservation and the spring of ‘En Agmon, to the south of
excavation area, Hula basin the site. A broad alluvium-covered plain that was formed as a result of draining the original Hula Lake in the
in upper part, Highway 90 . . o - L . .

and excavation squares in 1950s extends east of the site. Several prehistoric sites in the vicinity include ‘Eynan—a settlement that is dated
lower part, looking east. to the Natufian culture (Perrot, J. 1966. Les gisement natufien de Mallaha (Eynan), Israel. L'Anthropologie 70/5-
6:437-483) and Tel Teo (IAA Reports 13)—a site that begins in the Neolithic period. Beisamoun is one of the
largest sites in the southern Levant, dating to the late phase of the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B. It is considered an
especially large site as its remains extend across an estimated area of c. 100 dunams. The Beisamoun site
comprises three secondary sites: Tel al-Mallaha in the south, the Pre-Pottery Neolithic site that extends across
the foot of the tell to the west and north and the site of Beisamoun West, which extends across a gentle slope
that continues westward to the foot of the Hills of Naftali. The site was discovered at the end of the 1950s when
Qibbuz Manara had constructed fish ponds in the area. A French expedition that excavated at ‘Eynan at the
time, investigated the site during two long seasons, 1965 and 1969. The site was further explored in 1971-1972
(Lechevallier M. 1978. Abu Gosh et Beisamoun, deux gisements du VIléme millenaire avant I'ere Chretiénne en
Israél [Mémoirs et Travaux du Centre de Recherches Préhistoriques Frangais du Jérusalem 2]. Paris). Four
probe trenches were dug at Beisamoun West in November 2006, exposing a level of archaeological remains on
sterile terra rossa soil at a depth of 0.4 m below surface. The level tapered toward the west and it therefore
appeared that the area was located on the western fringes of the site.

Two excavation areas (A, B; Figs. 1, 2), 11 m apart, were opened in a narrow strip along Highway 90, in the
section between Rosh Pinna and Qiryat Shemona. Four squares were excavated in Area A, the southern of the
two and five squares were opened in Area B. Building remains and numerous artifacts that dated to the
Yarmukian culture were discovered.

Three sediment layers were discerned in the excavation areas. The surface top soil formed the upper layer (thickness 0.5
m), which was characterized by dark brown clayey soil that had been prepared for farming and disturbed by deep plowing
over many years. This horizontal layer contained only a few archaeological finds. The middle layer (thickness over 0.6 m)
was a gray-brown clayey solil, rich in organic material and ash, which yielded most of the remains and artifacts in the
excavation. Two stratified levels composed the layer. The upper level (thickness 0.2 m) was small, mostly angular
limestone gravel (length 2-5 cm), as well as many basalt fragments, mostly burnt and therefore dark in color. This level
was exposed in all excavation squares and it sealed the settlement level at the site. The lower level (thickness 0.4 m)
was light colored friable clayey soil mixed with small stones. All the building remains at the site were exposed in this
level. The bottom layer (thickness 0.7 m) was reddish brown terra rossa soil (heavy clay soil), without any inclusions. This
was a sterile layer set above the bedrock.

3. Sickle blades and
arrowheads.

Area A. Upon removal of top soil, two parallel walls (W1, W2), 1.5 m apart, were exposed in Squares X11 and X12. Wall
1 was built of different sized fieldstones to a height of three courses; the upper course was partly disturbed and several of
4. Axes. its stones were removed. Wall 2 was constructed from large rectangular stones to a height of a single course. The walls,
— which probably extended eastward, delimited a long narrow area that was oriented east-west (path? small room? L102;
length 4 m, width 1.5 m). This area was paved with small stones that were set on a surface of densely packed stones.
Another wall (W4), which was aligned north—-south and extended southward to Square X10, abutted Wall 2. It seems that
W4 enclosed the eastern side of a square building. A round hearth (L108), built of small stones, was discovered in the
corner between the two walls. A wall (W3) built of two rows of stones was exposed in Square X13. To its north and close
to the western end of the wall was a round installation (L105) that probably served as a column base.

Area B. Several building complexes that were of similar construction to those exposed in Area A were excavated. A
square building (L202; c¢. 10 sg m) was uncovered in Square X17. Two of its walls (W14, W15) were built of medium-
sized fieldstones and preserved 0.3 m high, whereas the other two walls (W13, W17) consisted of large dressed stones
and were preserved two courses high (c. 0.5 m). It seems that the entrance to the building was fixed in the southern part
of W15. Stones that had collapsed from the upper course of the walls were discovered inside the building, which was
paved with small tamped stones (thickness 5 cm). A circle of small burnt stones (diam. c. 0.3 m) that were probably the
remains of a built hearth was exposed next to W14. Column bases were preserved in two of the room’s corners and it is
reasonable to assume that originally, four column bases were in the building. The finds in the building included numerous
flint tools, grinding stones and animal bones—the remains of everyday activity. Noteworthy among the flint tools were the
axes in various stages of knapping, which were discarded in the wake of mistakes during the knapping process or
because the axe broke. South of the building, in Square X16, another building (L203) that was apparently disturbed by
deep plowing and only its northern and eastern walls had survived, was exposed. The building was paved with densely
packed small stones and in its center was a large flat stone, probably a work station. A shallow depression near the
northern wall (W11) contained eleven flint nodules together, surrounded by a high concentration of debitage and a few
tools. The knapping debitage is especially interesting since it includes numerous extra thin flakes, which are
characteristic of axe preparation. Three axes were found in the debitage; two were in the initial stages of shaping and the
third was complete. A shallow depression at the fore part of the building contained a large quantity of debitage. It seems
that Building 203 was a knapping spot for producing bifacial tools.

Despite the fact that the excavation area was located the along the western fringes of the site, the building remains and
artifacts were well preserved. It seems that a central settlement, which extended across an extensive area (c. 20
dunams), was situated at the site whose plan, which included buildings and built complexes, is similar to that excavated
at Sha‘ar Ha-Golan. The finds consist of a homogenous flint assemblage that dates the site, as well as numerous poorly
preserved potsherds and animal bones. The flint assemblage is dated to the beginning of the Pottery Neolithic period
(Yarmukian culture; the second part of the seventh millennium BCE, cal.) and it comprises deeply denticulated and
truncated sickle blades (Fig. 3), large ‘Amug-type arrowheads and many axes, some have a polished cutting edge and
others are shaped by a technique known as ‘the Hula blow’ (Fig. 4). The economy of the residents at the site was based
on the hunting and herding of domesticated animals, such as goats, sheep, cattle and pigs, as well as agriculture that is
evidenced by the large numbers of sickle blades and axes.
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1. General view of the excavation area; Hula basin in upper part, Highway 90 and excavation squares in lower part,
looking east.
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2. Excavation plan.

3. Sickle blades and arrowheads.
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4. Axes.
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2. Locus 109 and Wall 114
looking southeast.

3. Locus 110 and Wall 117
looking north.
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4. Pottery: bowls.

5. Pottery.

Bené Yehuda
Final Report

Oren Zingboym 31/8/2009
During March—April 2004, a trial excavation was conducted at Moshav Bené Yehuda (Permit No. A-4141; map ref. NIG 2647/7450;
OIG 2147/2450), prior to the construction of a school. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and
underwritten by the Golan Regional Council, was directed by O. Zingboym, with the assistance of Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), A.
Hajian (surveying), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), E.J. Stern (pottery reading), H. Tahan (pottery drawing) and N. Getzov
(guidance).

The site is located in the southern Golan, in the middle of Moshav Bené Yehuda, where the Skdpiyye village
once stood. Architectural elements that could be ascribed to a Byzantine church and burial caves had been
documented around the village mosque (M. Kochavi [ed.], Judea, Samaria and the Golan Heights, The 1968
Archaeological Survey, Jerusalem, 1972, Site 180). One of the burial caves was excavated and dated to the
Byzantine period (HA-ESI 109:13*-14*). The survey of abandoned villages, conducted by D. Urman,
documented numerous other artifacts at the site, including parts of an olive press (relocated to the Qazrin Park
in 2008) and tombstones, while the gathered potsherds dated to the Islamic and medieval periods.

Two areas (A, B; c. 100 sg m) were excavated. Four settlement layers from the Byzantine, Abbasid and Mamluk
periods were revealed in Area A, on the southern slope. A rich assemblage of potsherds, mostly dating to the
Mamluk period, was collected next to the hilltop in Area B and two cisterns were exposed.

This is the first excavation in the southern Golan that yielded significant artifacts from the Abbasid period; in the
past, tombstones inscribed with Kufic script had been documented by D. Urman.

Area A (Fig. 1)

Four strata (to a depth of 1.4 m) were identified above bedrock.

Stratum 1. Remains of the Syrian village Skapiyye were identified and a mixed assemblage of potsherds was collected
on surface.

Stratum 2. Numerous fragments of pottery vessels from the Mamluk period, without any architectural finds, were
discovered.

Stratum 3 (Figs. 2, 3). Building remains that consisted of at least two rooms, separated by a long wall, were exposed.
The wall (W114), built of fieldstones and roughly hewn stones in dry construction, was preserved three—four courses
high. The room exposed to its southeast (L111) was delimited by a wall (W116), parallel to W114 and another wall that
was perpendicular to them (W117). A pillar located to the northwest, next to W114, is indicative of a room whose roof
was borne atop arches (Loci 106, 109, 113). This room was delimited on the west by a wall (W115) that was
perpendicular to the continuation of W114. The burnt remains inside the room were probably those of the roof, as well as
a hearth that contained wood remnants, metal and an unidentified white material.

Many fragments of pottery vessels, including bowls (Fig. 4:1-11) and bases of bowls (Fig. 4:12, 13), a frying pan (Fig.
5:1), kraters (Fig. 5:2-9), a cooking pot (Fig. 5:10), a jar (Fig. 5:11) and a lamp (Fig. 5:12), were found, as well as
numerous cream-ware vessels, including bowls (Fig. 6:1), jars (Fig. 6:2-6), jug bases (Fig. 6:7, 8), a flask (Fig. 6:9),
lamps (Fig. 6:10, 11) and decorated fragments (Fig. 6:12, 13), all of which dated to the Abbasid period.

Stratum 4. A stone pavement (L105) with meager ceramic finds from the Byzantine period was exposed atop bedrock,
next to a presumed corner outside of the large room and southwest of W115.

Area B

The area was c. 100 m east of Area A. The farther one ascended up the hill to the northeast, bedrock was closer to the
current surface; the farther south and west one went ancient building remains were exposed. The area, excavated to
bedrock (depth 0.9 m), was severely damaged by mechanical equipment that dug down to bedrock level. No architectural
remains were uncovered.

The large amount of potsherds dated mostly to the Mamluk period and included decorated and glazed vessels, as well as
soft-paste ware, such as a bowl (Fig. 6:14) and a base (Fig. 6:15).

One of the two exposed cisterns was located between Areas A and B. It was discovered open and clean to a depth of c.
5 m and was destroyed after its documentation. The second cistern, north of the excavation areas, had been excavated
(HA-ESI 120). The cisterns should probably be dated to the Byzantine period, although this dating can not be certain.
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1. Area A, plan and sections.
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2. Locus 109 and Wall 114, looking southeast.
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3. Locus 110 and Wall 117, looking north.
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6. Pottery: cream ware and soft-paste ware.



3. Stratum II, Building 1
looking south.

4. Olive press weight, looking
north.

5. Stratum [ll, Building 2
looking west.
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Bene Beraq, El Waqf
Final Report

29/11/2009

During May—June 2005, a trial excavation was conducted in the western part of the Bene Beraq site, el Wagf, located within the
precincts of the adjutancy military base in Ramat Gan (Permit No. A-4489; map ref. NIG 18335-6/66586—8; OIG 13335-6/16586-8),
prior to construction. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Ministry of
Defense, was directed by D. Golan, with the assistance of S. Ya‘agov-Jam and E. Bachar (administration), A. Hajian (surveying), T.
Sagiv (field photography), P. Gendelman (pottery reading), R. Gat (pottery restoration), M. Shuiskaya (pottery drawing), D.T. Ariel
(numismatics) and E. Yannai, L. Rauchberger, D. Barkan and M. Ajami (consultation).

Dor Golan

The site, situated on the third kurkar ridge, is named after the Ottoman cemetery that was owned by the wagf.
Previous excavations at the site exposed remains dating from the Late Bronze Age until the Early Islamic period
(Yediot 16:22 [Hebrew]; HA-ESI 109:96*; 111:37*-38*).

The excavation (c. 10 x 10 m), which was opened along the eastern slope of the kurkar ridge, exposed remains of
buildings and installations that were ascribed to four strata (Fig. 1), dating to the twentieth century CE (Stratum I); the
Abbasid period (Stratum Il); the latter part of the Byzantine and the Umayyad periods (Stratum IIl); and the Byzantine
period (Stratum 1V). A few fragments of earlier pottery vessels, found on the surface and in mixed assemblages, were
mostly dated to the Hellenistic period. Among these was a local imitation of a mold-made bowl (Fig. 2:1), which together
with a Seleucid coin (IAA No. 102227) found on the surface, indicate the existence of earlier remains in the vicinity.

Stratum I. A wall (W103) of a modern building was exposed.

Stratum II. Three rooms of a building (1) were revealed in the northwestern part of the excavation area. The walls
(W110, W120, W121, W145, W146), preserved three courses high (c. 0.5 m), were built of kurkar stones, including
fieldstones and several ashlar stones in-between (Fig. 3). Collapse that consisted of kurkar fieldstones (Loci 149, 150)
was found next to Walls 110 and 145. The ceramic finds from the rooms and from other loci of this stratum were ascribed
to the Abbasid period (ninth-tenth centuries CE) and included glazed bowls (Fig. 2:15, 16), bowls with a kerbschnitt
decoration (Fig. 2:17, 18), bowls with black-burnished decorations (Fig. 2:19), jars (Fig. 2:20-22) and a handle with a
plastic decoration (Fig. 2:23). Several fragments of pottery vessels from this period were also found in the layer of soil
beneath the modern wall (W103).

The top of an earlier wall (W147) was exposed below the floor of the building’s northeastern room (L116). However, the
stratigraphic ascription of W147 was not ascertained because W121 was built on its southeastern continuation and
severed it. An olive press weight (L129; 0.34 x 0.60 m; Fig. 4) was found farther along the line of W147, to its southeast,
possibly suggesting that W147 was part of an oil press. This find indicates that an industrial zone existed in the area prior
to the Abbasid period.

Stratum IIl. Sections of two buildings were ascribed to this stratum. The first (2) was exposed in the southeastern part of
the area; its walls (W113, W140, W141; width 0.5 m, height c. 0.3 m) survived two courses high. Walls 140 and 141 were
built of small kurkar fieldstones, whereas W113 was constructed from kurkar stones, including ashlars incorporated
together with small fieldstones. Stone collapse that probably derived from the wall was exposed in a trench (L136),
opened alongside it. These walls were abutted by a floor of small stones (L131; Fig. 5) on which a coin from the
Umayyad period (IAA No. 102229) was found. A similar floor (L148) abutted Walls 113 and 140 from the north. It seems
that W113 and the rest of Building 2 continued northward and possibly southward as well, beyond the limits of the
excavation area.

A tabun (L130; diam. c. 0.8 m) lined with small fieldstones, which was partly damaged by a modern trench, was exposed
to the west of W113. The potsherds recovered from the tabun dated to the end of the Byzantine and the Umayyad
periods. Two floors abutted the tabun; the first was a tamped-earth floor with very small stones (L108), which also
abutted W113, and the second was a floor of small stones (L144) that abutted the tabun from the west.

Two walls of the second building (3; W122, W123), built of small fieldstones and preserved three courses high (0.5 m),
were exposed in the southwest of the area. An Umayyad coin (IAA No. 102228) and numerous animal bones were found
on the stone floor in the space delimited by these walls (L138).

The fragments of pottery vessels found on the floors and in the fill above them, in Trench 136 alongside W113 and in
Tabun 130 included mostly bowls (Fig. 2:8-11) and cooking pots (Fig. 2:12-14) that dated to the end of the Byzantine
and the Umayyad periods (sixth—eighth centuries CE).

Stratum IV.

North of Building 3 and c. 0.5 m lower were meager and vague building remains, founded on bedrock (L142, W143) and
half of a circular installation (L133; diam. c. 0.5 m) that was dug into the ground and lined with small perpendicular stone
slabs. Although only small portions of this stratum were exposed, the ceramic artifacts from the installation, the fill
alongside it (L125) and the fill next to W143 (L126), which included bowls (Fig. 2:2—4) and mostly jars (Fig. 2:5-7), were
homogenous and dated to the Byzantine period (fourth—sixth centuries CE). A coin from the time of Constantine | (fourth
century CE; IAA No. 102230) was found on the surface.
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4. Olive press weight, looking north.
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5. Stratum [l1, Building 2, looking west.
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Bet Guvrin Bypass Road, Survey
Preliminary Report

Yehuda Dagan 8/7/2009

During June 2001, a survey was conducted along the route of the Bet Guvrin bypass road (License No. G-14/2001; central
map ref. NIG 19130/61400; OIG 14130/11400), in the wake of re-planning a section of Highway 38, slated to detour the
Bet Guvrin archaeological remains. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten
by the Department of Public Works south district, was directed by Y. Dagan, with the assistance of M. Haiman and L.
Barda (GPS).

The planned route of the road circumvents the Bet Guvrin police station and Qibbuz Bet Guvrin from the
west, ending in the vicinity of the Nehusha Junction. The northeastern part of the planned route
overlaps the route that was surveyed in 1994 (ESI 16:120-121). Although the planned road is only 30 m
wide, a 200 m wide strip was surveyed in accordance with the area that is likely to be damaged when
the road is paved.

Some 100 survey sites were explored, most of which were inspected in the past within the framework of the
Judean Shephelah survey (Map of Bet Guvrin [107], Map of Gat [94]); however, this time they were carefully
documented with the aid of GPS. The surveyed sites included farming terraces, rock-hewn caves, installations
for processing agricultural produce and two limekilns.
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Bet Nehemya
Final Report

Alla Nagorsky 23/9/2009
During July 2001, a trial excavation was conducted in Bet Nehemya (Permit No. A-3468; map ref. NIG 19614-5/653571-601; OIG
14614-5/153571-601), in the wake of damage to antiquities caused by development work. The excavation, on behalf of the Israel
Antiquities Authority, was directed by A. Nagorsky, with the assistance of R. Abu Halaf (administration), A. Hajian (surveying), E.
Belashov (drafting), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), I. Lidski (pottery drawing) and D.T. Ariel (numismatics).

Two adjacent squares were opened next to fifteen other squares, which had previously been excavated at the
site (License No. G-59/1998), but did not produce a coherent architectural plan.

Square A (2.5 x 3.5 m; Fig. 1). A section of a hypocaust floor (L12; Fig. 2), which belonged to a bathhouse from the
Byzantine period, was exposed. A floor of square clay bricks (0.2 x 0.2 m) that were placed atop bedrock was preserved
in the southern half of the square; a gray plaster floor (thickness 3—-4 cm) that covered the bricks was found in the
northern half, which had been repaired. The cement bases of the hypocaust columns (0.2 x 0.3 m), affixed to the floor
with plaster and arranged in three rows, were uncovered. Three of the bases in the eastern row survived, two remained
in the center and one was preserved in the western row. The floor continued beyond the limits of the square into the
previous excavation area, where the excavator (Y. Haggai) claimed a kiln was found; however, it seems that this was the
furnace used to heat the hypocaust.

The layer of collapse that covered the hypocaust contained fragments of ceramic pipes and potsherds that dated to the
Byzantine period, including a bowl (Fig. 3:1), a krater (Fig. 3:2), a cooking pot (Fig. 3:3), holemouth jars (Fig. 3:4-6), a jar
(Fig. 3:7) and jugs (Fig. 3:8, 9).

Square B (2.5 x 4.5 m). A white mosaic pavement that consisted of large tesserae (2 x 3 cm) was exposed in the
western side of the square. It was founded on bedrock and abutted a wall foundation (W14), oriented east-west. The
overlying soil fill contained potsherds that dated to the Byzantine period. Two coins were found on the floor: a half-follis
from the time of Justin, struck in the mint of Thessaloniki (569/70; IAA 97614) and an Abbasid follis from the ninth century
CE (IAA 97615) that may have originated from a disturbance, caused by a ditch dug nearby.

The excavation finds, the hypocaust and mosaic floor attest to the existence of a bathhouse that dated to the Byzantine
period.
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B Square A a9
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2. The hypocaust floor, looking north.

3. Pottery.
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3. The excavation square
looking south.

5. Tabun 1, looking west.
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6. Tabun 2, looking south.

Bet She’an
Preliminary Report

Walid Atrash 17/2/2009

During December 2006, a trial excavation was conducted southeast of the center of the old city in Bet She’an (Permit No. A-4982;
map ref. NIG 24756/71155; OIG 19756/21155), prior to the construction of an information center. The excavation, undertaken on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and sponsored by the Bet She’an Economic Company, was directed by W. Atrash, with the
assistance of Y. Lavan and Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), T. Meltsen (surveying and drafting) and D. Syon (photography).

One square (4.8 x 5.6 m) was excavated south of the saraya, in the southeastern corner of Independence Park
(Fig. 1). Two construction layers (Figs. 2, 3) were exposed, the earlier stratum (l) dating to the Abbasid period
and the later (1), to the Mamluk period (thirteenth—sixteenth centuries CE).

Stratum Il . Remains a massive wall (W101; length 5.8 m, width 1.7 m), which was founded on a fill of gray soil, were
exposed (Fig. 4). The wall, oriented north-south, was built of two rows of dressed basalt stones and a core of small
basalt fieldstones. It was preserved to a maximum of four courses high (c. 1.4 m) and extended beyond the limits of the
excavation. The bottom course of the wall (width 1.9 m) was wider than the upper courses and protruded c. 0.15 m from
the eastern face of the wall and c. 0.05 m from its western face. Two fragments of limestone columns (diam. of each 0.35
m) were incorporated in the bottom course. A fragment of a limestone column, basalt stones and many potsherds from
the Umayyad and Abbasid periods were discovered in the layer of fill upon which the wall was founded. Wall 101
probably belonged to a public building from the Abbasid period (eighth—ninth centuries CE). It seems that the center of
the settlement from the Abbasid period, which included a large mosque, market and main street, was located in this

region (HA-ESI116).

Stratum | . Two ovens (tabun; 1, 2) and two walls (W105, W106) were exposed. Tabun 1 (diam. c. 1 m; Fig. 5) was built
on top of W101. The side of the tabun consisted of small basalt fieldstones, as well as mud bricks (preserved height 0.15
m). Both the floor and the side of the tabun were coated with lime-based plaster. North of the tabun and above W101, a
layer of ash and gray earth, which contained numerous potsherds of the Mamluk period, was found. Tabun 2 (diam. c. 1
m; Fig. 6) was built west of W101; the western part of the tabun was located beyond the limits of the excavation. The side
of the tabun (preserved height 0.7 m) and its floor were built of mud-brick material. The tabun was filled with gray soil that
was mixed with numerous potsherds from the Mamluk period. Wall 106 enclosed Tabun 2 on the east. The wall (length
2.2 m, width 0.5 m, preserved height 0.7 m) was built of limestone and basalt fieldstones and its southern part abutted
Wall 105 (length 1.75 m, width 0.6 m), which was oriented north-south, built of limestone and basalt fieldstones and
preserved a single course high (0.3 m). It seems that the two ovens, as well as the two Walls 105 and 106, were related
to a residential building, which was founded above the remains of walls from the Abbasid period.
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2. Plan and section.
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4. The soil fill on which W101 was founded, looking west.
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5. Tabun 1, looking west.

6. Tabun 2, looking éouth.
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Bet She’an

Final Report

Yotam Tepper 7/9/2009
) i | During June 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted south of the saraya in Bet She’an (Permit No. A-3919; map ref. NIG 24760—
¥ ] 6/71140-50; OIG 19760-6/21140-50), prior to installing sewer infrastructures. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel

Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Bet She'an Economic Development Company, was directed by Y. Tepper, with the
assistance of A. Markov (registration), Y. Ya'akoby (administration), V. Essman, V. Pirsky and T. Kornfeld (surveying and drafting),
L - H. Smithline (field photography), N. Zak (plans), E. Altmark (metallurgical laboratory), E.J Stern (pottery reading), L. Porat (pottery
) restoration), H. Tahan (pottery drawing), C. Amit (studio photography), Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass), A. Berman and R. Kool
(numismatics), N. Raban-Gershtal and G. Bar-Oz (archaeozoology), O. Shamir (textiles) and L. Di Segni (epigraphy).

1. The excavation areas. Four excavation areas (A—C, E; Fig. 1), in which six half squares were excavated, were opened south of the
saraya and east of Highway 90. Building remains that ranged in date from the Byzantine until the Ottoman
periods were exposed. Due to technical limitations, only the ceramic finds from Area A are published. A large
excavation that revealed a colonnaded street from the Byzantine period had previously been conducted nearby

(HA-ESI 116).

Area A (Fig. 2). A section excavated in the northern part of the area revealed in the bottom stratum the top of a wall
(W136) and ceramic finds from the eighth century CE, including kraters (Fig. 3:1), fragments of engraved pottery vessels
(Fig. 3:2) and jars (Fig. 3:3). A stone vessel and a goat's astragal, perforated in the center and most likely used in a
game, were also found in the section.

The principal stratum in the area included building remains from the Crusader period (twelfth century CE). The entrance

4. Area A, Square 1 of a building (L119), whose doorjambs were built of basalt ashlar stones, was exposed in the southern part of the area
avement from the Crusader (Square 1). On either side of the entrance, walls (W104, W108) were preserved four courses high. Two ancient floors
eriod, looking south. were exposed west of the entrance and below them was a paved level (L140) that may have been a street. Its elevation

matches that of a street that was uncovered in a previous excavation nearby (Fig. 4). A tabun (L125) filled with small
stones was exposed below the paved level. Masonry debris (L106) that belonged to W108 and the building that had
stood there and collapsed was discovered north of Pavement 140. A paved surface (L123; width 3.75 m) was exposed in
the northern part of the area (Square 2). It was delimited by two walls (W124, W128), which had narrow stone benches of
sorts next to them. Fragments of pottery, glass vessels and marble slabs, coins, an iron knife, bone implements and
stone and basalt objects, including a sling stone, weight, grinding stones and bowls, were discovered in soil layers that
had accumulated on the pavement to the height of the walls.

The ceramic finds included a handmade bowl decorated with red-painted stripes on the rim (Fig. 3:4), locally produced
glazed bowls (Fig. 3:5, 6) and imported glazed bowls from the Aegean Sea region (Fig. 3:7) and decorated with brown
6. Area B. plan and section paint (Fig. 3:8), a frying pan (Fig. 3:9), a cooking pot (Fig. 3:10) and jars (Fig. 3:11). An intact juglet (Fig. 3:12),
wesbee b Bl gl sen discovered below the entrance threshold, had been apparently placed as a foundation offering during the construction of
the building. The glass artifacts included the base of a bowl from the Late Roman period and an elongated glass bead
with an octagonal cross-section. Evidence of glass industry was also uncovered.

A floor from the Mamluk period (thirteenth—fourteenth century CE) was exposed above the building remains from the
Crusader period. It was overlain with ceramic finds, including handmade bowls decorated with red geometric designs
(Fig. 3:13), a bowl with blue and black decoration (Fig. 3:14), a glazed bowl (Fig. 3:15), an amphoriskos decorated with a
pale green zigzag on the interior and exterior (Fig. 3:16) and an amphoriskos that was probably used in the manufacture
of molasses (Fig. 3:17).

A layer of fill that contained ceramic finds from the ninth—eleventh centuries CE was exposed above the floor from the
Mamluk period. This fill, which seems to have served as a foundation for later buildings, was brought here from an
unknown location, thereby creating reverse stratigraphy. The ceramic finds in the fill included glazed bowls decorated
with incising and green splashes (Fig. 5:1-3), brown-painted bowls with transparent glazing (Fig. 5:4, 5) and a buff-ware
jug (Fig. 5:6). A hoard of coins from the Fatimid period (eleventh century CE), probably wrapped in a small linen bag, was
also found in this fill (below).

Beneath the surface, dating to the Ottoman period and superposing the layer of fill, was another stratum from the Mamluk
period, dating no later than the fourteenth century CE. The ceramic finds in this layer included handmade kraters (Fig.
5:7), imported glazed bowls decorated with incising (Fig. 5:8), similar bowls that are painted and slipped (Fig. 5:9), a
vessel decorated in red, blue and black (soft paste ware; Fig. 5:10), a flask (Fig. 5:11), a buff-ware jug that was probably
locally produced (Fig. 5:12) and a fragment of a clay pomegranate (Fig. 5:13).

9. Basalt bowl.

Area B (Fig. 6). Travertine sediment, wherein fragments of pottery vessels from the latter Byzantine and the beginning of
the Umayyad periods were mixed, was exposed in the bottom stratum (L227). The soil above it contained fragments of
pottery vessels from the same periods, as well as a coin from the eighth century CE (IAA 80584). This layer served as a
foundation for an overlying stone pavement (L221; Fig. 7) that dated to the Abbasid period. Three earthen floors
belonged to the same period (eighth—ninth centuries CE), yet were cut when the Crusader building was constructed.

Two wide, well-built ashlar walls (W204, W205; width 0.7 m, preserved height 1.7 m) from the Crusader period were
exposed (Fig. 8). They formed a corner whose angle was less than 90° Two stepped benches (steps?) at the top of
W205, built of ashlar stones in secondary use, were placed atop a fill of medium and large stones. It became clear during
the antiquities inspection, overseeing the infrastructure work for the sewer line that W205 continued further south until
Area A and the two areas apparently belonged to a single context. The foundation trenches of the walls contained
ceramic finds that did not postdate the Crusader period (twelfth century CE), including a buff-ware jug stamped with
round seal impressions on the base of its neck, a clay lamp and bow! fragments (soft-paste ware) that are decorated in
shades of red, blue and black and adorned with pseudo-writing, as well as other artifacts, including a fragment of a
decorated stone chancel screen that probably originated in a church, an octagonal weight decorated with incised circles,
a basalt bowl (Fig. 9), ivory inlays (Fig. 10), bone inlays (Fig. 11) and fragments of polychrome mosaics (c. 95 tesserae
per 10 sq cm) in eight colors.

Earthen floors and a fieldstone surface were built in the Mamluk period on the walls from the Crusader period. A canine
burial was discovered along the edge of an earthen floor (see below). The ceramic finds from these floors dated to the
thirteenth—fourteenth centuries CE.

While overseeing work at the site, a fragment of a marble slab (0.17 x 0.35 m, thickness 5.5 cm) engraved with part of a
Greek dedicatory inscription (Fig. 12), which is the lower left part of a larger inscription, was discovered. The inscription
reads as follows:

[This work too...] was done [by Marinus (?)] son of Silvinus the most distinguished [count and principalis].

The decipherment of the inscription indicates that it was dedicated by the ‘son of Silvinus’, probably a descendent of
Silvinus, son of Marinus (Silvinus’ son?), one of the city leaders from the Byzantine period, in honor of some urban
construction. We know from construction inscriptions that were discovered at Bet She’an in the past (Di Segni L. 1999.
New Epigraphical Discoveries at Scythopolis and in Other Sites of Late Antique Palestine. In XI Congresso
Internazionale di Epigrafia Greca e Latina, Rome 1997. Pp. 637-638) that Silvinus, son of Marinus, was responsible for
building the Sigma in 506/7 CE, paving the road alongside the amphitheater and building the water carrier next to it in
521/2 CE. It is reasonable to assume that his descendant, who is mentioned in the inscription, also continued this
tradition. The name of the son was that of his grandfather, as was customary at that time and hence, it was restored in
the inscription as Marinus.

10. Ivory inlay.
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Area C (Fig. 13). A tamped earth floor (L316) was exposed in the bottom stratum. Above it were four floors, one atop the
other, which abutted the southern side of Wall 309. The finds in this stratum, dating to the Abbasid and Umayyad periods
(L325), included ceramic artifacts, such as a clay lamp, fragments of stone and basalt vessels, among them a basin that
was hewn in a fragment of a granite column, and several shells. Coins that dated to the end of the thirteenth century CE
(IAA 80561, 80568, 80576), two handles of a metal vessel, a thimble, a loom weight and industrial glass waste were
discovered on top of the upper floor. Two walls (W310, W314) that probably belonged to a building were discovered in
the level, overlying the stratum ascribed to the Abbasid and Umayyad periods. Fragments of marble columns and a
Corinthian capital were incorporated in W314. A column fragment that most likely supported the roof was positioned
upside down next to W310. The walls were dated to the Crusader period (twelfth century CE and no later than middle of
thirteenth century CE), based on ceramic finds and coins. Building remains that dated to the Ottoman period were
revealed in the upper stratum.

Area E (Fig. 14). A soil level and numerous potsherds (L512) that probably constituted a refuse pit from the Byzantine
period were discovered at the bottom of the excavation. Overlaying it were the remains of a building that included a well-
tamped, crushed chalk floor (L508) and a wall (W510). It seems that the building was constructed at the earliest in the
twelfth century CE and continued to exist in the Mamluk period (thirteenth—fourteenth centuries CE). Above Floor 508
were two levels of ash, separated by fragments of pottery vessels and coins (IAA 80578, 80583) that dated to the
thirteenth—fourteenth centuries CE. A hearth from the Ottoman period, probably the remains of an oven, was discovered
in the uppermost stratum. It seems that some of the ash from the hearth penetrated into the habitation levels from the
Mamluk period.

Coins and a Coin Hoard

Ariel Berman, Robert Kool and Orit Shamir

Forty-eight coins were recovered from the excavation, twenty-nine of which were completely or partially identified (Table
1; IAA 80561-80591). For the most part, the dating of the coins is consistent with that of the pottery. In addition, a hoard
of coins (IAA 107931-108027; Fig. 15) in a lump, wrapped in a small white linen bag, was discovered in Area A (L115).
The hoard contained one gold dinar (Fig. 16), two silver dirhams and 131 coins and fragments of silver coins with a total
weight of 46.67 grams. The identified coins were struck in the Filastin mint at Ramla. The gold dinar dates to the second
year of the rule of Al-Hassan Ben Ahmad Abu ‘All Al-‘Asam of the Karmatite dynasty (972/3 CE). The rest of the coins
dated to the time of the Fatimid dynasty. Based on the date of the coins, it seems that they were hidden in the tenth
century CE, after the beginning of Ma‘add al-Mu'‘izzreign (953-975 CE). It seems that the silver coins (dirhams) and the
coin fragments were valued by weight, due to a shortage of copper coins. It is known from manuscripts in the Cairo
geniza (tenth—eleventh centuries CE) that during this period payments were frequently made by a bundle of silver that
was sealed and marked with the designation of the weight, quality and number of the coins.

Table 1.
Area
Period A B c E
Roman (1st-4th . Geta, Bet
centuries CE) Provincial She’an
) Late Roman;
Byzantine (4th— ; ’ Byzanto- ) )
7th centuries CE) ‘lillijsggel}nia Arabic 2 (1-Justin Il, Alexandria)
Marwan Ibn

Umayyad K7th_ Bashir, Homs; 1 1
8th centuries CE) Anonymous
grufj%(ijdezzm— Ghazi |, Halab; Al-‘Adil I, Damascus; Al-
1:)%/%1 centuries Al-Nasir 11, Halab; Mansur I, Hamat; Ayyubid,
cE) Ayyubid, Hamat Hamat (2)

. Baybars I, Hamat; Abu Al-Salih
’:\Lﬁsihmlcuekngtljgtehs_ Sg?]:’;gzﬁs Bakr, Damascus; Haijji Il, Ismail,
cE) Mamiuk Damascus; Sha'ban, Damascus

Damascus; Mamluk (2) (2)

Ottoman (17th Suleyman I,
century CE) Constantinople
Total 10 2 13 4

Three hundred and one animal bones and bone fragments were discovered in the excavation, mostly coming from the
Crusader and Mamluk strata. The main animals were sheep, goats and cattle, with a few camels, donkeys, fowl and pigs.
Dog bones were discovered in the Mamluk strata, as well as an in situ canine burial. The composition of the animal
bones and the evidence arising from the butchery marks on the sheep and goat bones indicate that during the Crusader
and Mamluk periods the settlement’s subsistence was predominantly based on agriculture.

The excavation has revealed a settlement in this part of the city that began in the Byzantine period and continued until
the Ottoman period. Especially noteworthy is the complex from the time of the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem, which is
located near the Crusader citadel. Remains that dated to the twelfth century CE—the First Kingdom of Jerusalem and
above them were remains from the thirteenth century CE—the Second Kingdom of Jerusalem, were exposed. Remains
from the Mamluk (thirteenth—fourteenth centuries CE) and Ottoman periods were found in the upper layers.
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1. The excavation areas.
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2. Area A, plan and section.
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3. Area A, pottery.
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4. Area A, Square 1, pavement from the Crusader period, looking south.
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6. Area B, plan and section.
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7. Pavement 221 and Wall 205 (left), looking south; earthen floors visible in southern section.
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8. Corner of a building from the Crusader, looking north.

9. Basalt bowl.
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10. Ivory inlay.



142 /1510

11. Bone inlay.

12. Greek dedicatory inscription.
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13. Area C, Square 1, plan and section.
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14. Area E, plan and section.

15. Coin hoard wrapped in cloth.
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16. Gold coin from the Fatimid period.



4. Area A, Stratum I, lookin
west.

8. Area A, Stratum |l, Room
2, looking west.

10. Area A, Stratum I, Room
3, looking west.

13. Area B, Stratum II, Wall

148, looking east.
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Bet She’an
Preliminary Report

Walid Atrash 1/9/2009

During December 2006—January 2007, a trial excavation was conducted southeast of the Bet She’an old city center (Permit No. A-
4975; map ref. NIG 24782/71161; OIG 19782/51161), prior to the construction of a transportation terminal. The excavation,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Bet She’an Economic Company, was directed by W.
Atrash, with the assistance of F. Abu Zidan (area supervision), Y. Lavan and Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), T. Meltsen (surveying), A.
Shapiro (GPS), D. Syon (field photography), D. Sandhouse-Re’em (pottery) and D.T. Ariel (numismatics).

The excavation area was located east of Highway 90, northeast of the Saraya building and near to the site of a
school from the Ottoman period that stood until after 1948 (Fig. 1). Previous excavations to south and west of
the current area had revealed building remains that dated to the Byzantine, Umayyad and Mamluk periods (HA-
ESI 116:12*-16*, HA-ESI| 120).

Six excavation squares were opened in two areas (A, B). A layer of debris that dated to the Byzantine period
(fifth—sixth centuries CE), residential buildings from the Abbasid period (eighth—ninth centuries CE) and building
remains and installations from the Mamluk period (thirteenth—fifteenth centuries CE) were exposed.

Area A. Four squares were excavated and three strata were identified.

Stratum Il . A thick layer (L140; depth up to 3 m; Fig. 2) that contained large amounts of potsherds, glass, basalt and
bones from the Byzantine period was exposed in the northeastern corner of the area. This was apparently debris, which
was discarded into and filled a channel that ran in an east-west direction. The channel was inside the Byzantine city
walls and travertine layers that formed on its banks (Fig. 3) indicated that water flowed in it.

Stratum Il . Remains of two residential buildings that had two construction phases were uncovered. The two structures
were separated by a wall (W105; min. length 8 m, width 0.75 m, preserved height 1.5 m; Fig. 4), oriented north—south
and built of basalt fieldstones. The northern part of W105 was founded on Stratum Il and its southern part—on travertine.
Adjacent to the western side of W105 were three rectangular rooms of the western building.

The northern room (Room 1; min. length c. 2.5 m, width 3 m) continued northward beyond the limits of the excavation
area. The room was delimited by Wall 141 (length 2.4 m, preserved height 1.2 m; Fig. 5) in the west, whose eastern side
was only exposed. Wall 141, founded on a layer of debris from the Byzantine period, was well-built of dressed basalt
stones arranged in straight courses with wedges between them. The southern wall of the room was buried beneath a wall
from Stratum | (W104). Two floors were identified: the earlier floor (L146) of gray soil mixed with small fieldstones and
potsherds was founded on fill (L147) that contained potsherds and seven coins from the Byzantine period. The later floor
(L114), composed of soil, small fieldstones and potsherds, was founded on a layer of brown earth (L134) that contained
potsherds and a broken jar from the Abbasid period (Fig. 6). Floor 114 was covered with a layer of brown soil fill (L111)
that contained fragments of pottery vessels from the Abbasid period, including a juglet and an intact bowl (Fig. 7).

The central room (Room 2; min. length 3.5 m, width 2 m) continued westward beyond the limits of the excavation area.
It was delineated by Wall 108 (length 2 m, width 0.8 m, preserved height 0.6 m) on the south and the wall on the north,
buried beneath W104, was not exposed. A pillar (W125; 0.7 x 1.1 m, preserved height 0.42 m) stood in the western part
of the room. An entrance (width 1.1 m; Fig. 8) in the eastern part of W108 led to another room on the south. The room
had a tamped-earth floor (L143), founded on fill (L144), which contained potsherds from the Byzantine and Abbasid
periods. A ceramic pipe in a channel (L144a; Fig. 9) that sloped to the east passed through this room below the
foundation of W105 and continued eastward. The remains of a tabun (L145) were exposed on Floor 143 in the
southwestern corner of the room, below a layer of ash. A layer of brown earth (L117) that contained fragments of glass
and potsherds from the Abbasid period was deposited on Floor 143 and around Tabun 145.

The southern room (Room 3; 2.5 x 2.5 m; Fig. 10) was delimited by Wall 124 (length 6 m, preserved height 1.5 m) on
the south, Wall 137 (length 2.5 m, width 0.9 m, preserved height 0.85 m) on the west and Wall 108 on the north. The
walls, built of basalt fieldstones, were founded on travertine. The floor (L136) was composed of beaten earth in the
northern part and a travertine surface in its southern part. Layers of collapsed masonry stones and gray soil (L115),
which contained potsherds from the Abbasid and Mamluk periods, were discovered on Floor 136.

The eastern building, to the east of W105, consisted of a room and a courtyard (Fig. 11).

The room (Room 4; 4.5 x 10.0 m; only its northwestern part was exposed) was delimited on the north by Walls 120 and
163 (length 10 m, width 1 m, preserved height 0.8 m) that were built of basalt fieldstones and founded on travertine. Two
openings in the walls (width of western 0.7 m and eastern 2 m) led to a courtyard on the north. A pillar (W123) stood in
the middle of the room, whose tamped-earth floor (L119) contained potsherds from the Byzantine, Umayyad and Abbasid
periods. The floor was founded on a layer of soil mixed with ash (L142). A ceramic pipe that ran through a channel,
oriented north—south (L142a), was discovered in the floor bedding. On the bottom of the channel was a layer of gray soil
(L118) that contained bones and potsherds from the Abbasid and Mamluk periods.

The courtyard was covered with a layer of debris (L138) that contained potsherds from the Byzantine period. A channel
in the southeastern corner of the courtyard was hewn in the travertine and a layer of light yellow soil (L139) on its bottom
contained potsherds from the Byzantine and Abbasid periods.

The style of construction, the ceramics and the coins indicate that the two structures can be dated to the Abbasid period
(eighth—ninth centuries CE).

Stratum | was severely damaged during the construction of the school in the Ottoman period. Remains of a room (2.7 x
2.9 m) that utilized several walls of the Stratum Il building were exposed. The walls (W103, W104, W121), built of basalt
fieldstones, were preserved a single course high. The partly preserved floor (L113) consisted of basalt flagstones. The
room was founded on the remains of walls from Stratum Il and on a layer of fill that contained potsherds dating to the
Abbasid and Mamluk periods. To the east of the room was a wall (W106; min. length 2 m, width 0.75 m), preserved a
single course high and oriented north—south; it extended northward beyond the limits of the excavation area. The wall,
built of basalt fieldstones, was founded on fill (L107) that contained potsherds from the Abbasid and Mamluk period.
Stratum | should probably be dated to the Mamluk period.

Area B (Fig. 12) was c. 6 m east of Area A; two squares were opened and two strata were identified.

Stratum Il . Remains of two parallel walls (W148, W149), oriented north—south, were exposed. The walls, built of basalt
and limestone fieldstones in a massive construction, were founded on travertine and extended beyond the excavation
area. An opening (width 1.9 m; Fig. 13) was set in the middle of the eastern W148 (min. length 5 m, width 1.3 m,
preserved height 1.5 m) and another opening (width 1.1 m; Fig. 14) was in the middle of the western W149 (min. length 5
m, width 1.1 m, preserved height 1 m), which was c. 4.9 m distance from W148. A fragment of a limestone column was
incorporated in the foundation course of W149. The ceramic artifacts recovered from the foundation trenches (Loci 160,
161) indicate that the walls date to the Abbasid period. A floor (L155) of mud-brick material, founded on fieldstone
fragments and travertine, was discovered between the two walls. The floor was overlain with a layer of ash that contained
potsherds from the Abbasid and Mamluk periods.

Stratum | . The openings in Walls 148 and 149 were sealed with rows of fieldstones and the area was converted into a
courtyard. A circular tabun (oven; L131; diam. 0.7 m), whose floor of crushed chalk was founded on a layer of basalt
stones and on part of W149's eastern side, was exposed in the southwestern corner of the courtyard. A second tabun
(L154; diam. 0.4 m), which had a mud-brick material floor, was exposed in the northeastern corner of the courtyard, next
to W148. Above the blocked opening in W148 was a third tabun (L130; diam. c. 0.7 m; Fig. 15) whose floor and sides
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were of mud-brick material. Above the remains of Floor 155 in the middle of the courtyard was an installation (L153),
composed of a broken limestone mortar and a floor of mud-brick material. The installation contained a large quantity of
ash and was probably used for cooking. A large amount of ash and potsherds that dated to the Mamluk period was
revealed inside the ovens and on Floor 155 in the courtyard.

The western part of the excavation area was severely damaged by a cesspit whose walls were built of basalt. The pit
contained a few potsherds that dated it to the Ottoman period and it apparently belonged to the school that had once
stood there.

The excavation has contributed to the understanding of the settlement near the Bet She’an’s city walls from the
Byzantine period until the end of the Ottoman period. The excavation has shown that the area was vacant during the
Byzantine and Umayyad periods, whereas a residential quarter founded on virgin soil, was established during the
Abbasid period. Construction in the area was resumed during the Mamluk period.
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2. Area A, plan and sections.
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3. Area A, Stratum Ill, travertine deposits, looking north.

4, Aréa A, Stratum Il, looking west.-
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6. Area A, Stratum I, Room 1, a jar on the earlier floor, looking south.
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7. Area A, Stratum I, Room 1, a bowl on the later floor, looking west.
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8. Area A, Stratum I, Room 2, looking west.
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12. Area B, plan and section.
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14. Area B, Stratum |, Wall 149 and Installation 153, looking west.
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northeast.

4. Stratum |, looking south.

2. Stratum |1, lookin

5. Wall 5, looking west

1

pottery.

7. Stratum |, Phase 1

Bet She 'an, Shikun Alef
Final Report

Walid Atrash 8/10/2009

During July 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted in Shikun Alef in Bet She’an (Permit No. A-3949; map ref. NIG 2466/7125;
0IG 1966/2125), in the wake of exposing antiquities while digging foundations for construction. The excavation, on behalf of the
Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by W. Atrash, with the assistance of D. Avshalom (administration), T. Meltsen (surveying),
D. Sandhouse (ceramics), A. Pikovski (pottery drawing) and D. Syon (numismatics).

The single-square excavation was southwest of the northwestern gate (‘Caesarea Gate’) of the Roman city and
beyond the city walls. A residential building, which had survived by two rooms, was exposed. Two strata (1, II)
that dated to the Roman and Byzantine periods were discerned and two construction phases were noted in
Stratum | (Fig. 1).

Stratum Il

Remains of two walls, dating to the Roman period (third century CE; W19, W22; 0.73 m below surface; Fig. 2), were
discovered in the northwestern corner of the square. Wall 19, oriented east-west, was preserved a single course high
(exposed length 0.9 m, width 0.8 m, height 0.37 m). It was founded on travertine bedrock and was built of different size
basalt fieldstones. Wall 22, oriented north—south, was also preserved a single course high. Its construction was identical
to that of W19, with which its southern end formed a perpendicular corner. The western part of W22 was completely
destroyed probably when a modern sewer was installed. The walls were dismantled down to their foundation when the
residential building in Stratum | was constructed. A layer of gray soil (L18) was found in the corner formed by the two
walls. A few potsherds that dated to the third century CE were recovered from the foundation trenches of the walls,
including a fragment of cooking bowl with a sunken rim (Fig 3:1) and a jar with an everted and thickened rim (Fig. 3:2).

Stratum |

Remains of two architectural units (eastern and western), which belonged to a residential building that dated to the
Byzantine period (fourth century CE; Fig. 4), were exposed. Two construction phases, Phase 2, dating to the Early
Byzantine period and Phase 1 from the Late Byzantine period, were discerned.

The Eastern Unit, Phase 2

Three walls of a rectangular room (W5 in west, W23 in north and W24 in south; 3.0 x 5.5 m) were exposed. Wall 5
separated between the eastern and western units. The wall, built of basalt fieldstones and oriented north—south (exposed
length 5.5 m, width 0.65 m; Fig. 5), was preserved three courses high (c. 0.96 m) and had two symmetrical openings
(width c. 0.72 m each) at its two ends. The core of W5 consisted of small basalt stones, gray soil and lime. The northern
part of the wall was founded on W22 and its southern part was set on a layer of gray soil fill, which contained many small
pieces of travertine and a few potsherds that dated to the end of the third century CE, deposited on bedrock. The
construction of the northern W23 (exposed length 0.5 m) and the southern W24 (exposed length 0.7 m) was identical to
that of the western W5. The floor of the unit was not preserved. A drainage channel (T2; length 5.5 m, width 0.2 m, height
0.22 m) that crossed the unit diagonally and connected to another channel (T1) in its southwestern corner was exposed.
The floor of the channel (L11; Fig. 6) consisted of mud-brick pieces set on a layer of gray soil fill (L20). The fill layer
comprised many small pieces of travertine and a few potsherds that dated to the end of the third century CE. The walls of
the channel (east—W12, west—W13) were built of mud-brick lumps bonded with clay. The channel was covered with
basalt slabs (W9; length 0.6 m, width 0.25-0.50 m), many of which were building stones in secondary use whose
dressed surface was placed facing the interior of the channel (see Fig. 4).

The Eastern Unit, Phase 1

A mud-brick drainage channel (T1; width 0.19 m, height 0.2 m) lined with potsherds (see Fig. 6) was built next to Walls 5
and 23. The floor of the channel (L16) was founded on a layer of small flat basalt stones (height 0.1 m). The covering of
the channel was composed of fieldstones (W6; length 0.3-0.4 m, width 0.15-0.20 m), some of which were missing. The
channel was sealed with a layer of light gray alluvium (L14) that contained several potsherds from the first half of the
fourth century CE, including a cooking pot with a triangular rim (Fig. 7:8), jars with a long neck and folded rim (Fig. 7:12),
a jar with a ribbed body and thickened and folded rim (Fig. 7:13), a juglet with a ribbed body and high disk base (Fig.
7:16) and five coins from the third century CE (see table below). Between the two channels was a layer of tamped light
gray soil (Loci 4, 10; see Fig. 6) that contained small chunks of limestone, lime, four coins from the third century CE and
potsherds from the fourth century CE that included a handmade basin with four grooves in its rim (Fig. 7:1), a krater with
a ledge rim and an incised wavy decoration (Fig. 7:2), a carinated cooking krater with a wide everted rim and two
prominent grooves (Fig. 7:3), a cooking krater with a ribbed body, plain rim and two horizontal loop handles (Fig. 7:4),
cooking pots that have a rim with two grooves (Fig. 7:5, 6), a jar with a molded rim that has an inner groove (Fig. 7:11), a
jar with a flat, slightly everted rim and a ridge at the base of the neck (Fig. 7:14), a jar with a long neck and a cut, inverted
rim (Fig. 7:15) and two lamp fragments, the first has a radial design (Fig. 7:17) and the second is adorned with stamped
triangles (Fig. 7:18), both dating to the first half of the fourth century CE. The two channels were covered with a layer of
gray soil fill (L1; thickness 0.2 m) that contained mud-brick pieces, lumps of plaster, potsherds, tesserae, a coin and
modern material. The ground level of the excavation area had been removed in the past, probably during development
works and re-covered again with soil fill that contained archaeological material from the immediate vicinity.

The Western Unit, Phase 2

The eastern wall (W5) and a small section of the floor (L17F; 0.3 x 0.5 m) were preserved. The entrance to the unit was
via the openings in W5. The floor was a plain white mosaic, laid atop a bedding of small flat basalt stones; the northern
and western parts of the floor had been destroyed in the past during the installation of a sewer pipe.

The Western Unit, Phase 1

During this phase, slight changes were made to the plan of the unit. A bench (W3; length 3.3 m, width 0.45-50 m,
preserved height above floor 0.26 m) that was built next to W5 blocked the southern opening in the wall (L15) and a
mosaic floor (L2F) was set on the remains of the floor from Phase 2 (see Fig. 4). The bottom part of Bench 3 was mostly
built of broken mud bricks (0.23 x 0.23 m, thickness c. 4 cm) and small pieces of basalt were incorporated in its upper
part. The bench was coated with plaster. Remains of white plaster survived in the seam where the bench was joined to
the mosaic floor. The pottery recovered from the blockage of the southern opening in W5 was dated to the first half of the
fourth century CE and included cooking pots with two grooves and a triangular rim (Fig. 7:7, 9, 10). The floor of the unit
(1.6 x 3.3 m) was a white mosaic. The tesserae (c. 1.5 x 1.5 cm) were cut of indigenous pink-white limestone. Four
layers were discerned in the floor bedding (L17; Fig. 8). The first upper layer (thickness 0.3 m) was lime in which the
tesserae were embedded. The second layer (thickness 7 cm) consisted of stone-dressing debris, small stones and gray
sand and contained a few potsherds that dated to the first half of the fourth century CE, including a cooking krater with
sloping sides and a cut, inverted rim (Fig. 9:1), a jar with a folded rim (Fig. 9:2) and a jar with a thickened rim that has a
rhomboid-shaped cross-section (Fig. 9:3). The third layer (thickness 0.1 m) was composed of square mud bricks (0.23 x
0.23 m), round mud bricks (diam. 0.24 m) and pieces of mud bricks. The fourth and bottom layer (thickness 1-2 cm) was
fine gray soil that probably meant to level out and fill in the depressions in the earlier mosaic.

On the floor was a layer of gray soil (L2, see Fig. 5) that contained lumps of white tesserae and potsherds that dated to
the first half of the fourth century CE, including a cooking krater with a ledge rim (Fig. 10:1), a cooking pot with a gutter
rim and large loop handles (Fig. 10:2), a ribbed jar (Fig. 10:3), a jar with a thickened rim and an arched neck with a ridge
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at its base (Fig. 10:4) and a jar with a tall neck, folded rim and a ridge at the base of the neck (Fig. 10:5).

The Coins
Eleven poorly preserved coins were found; six are illegible but appear to be Roman city-coins from the third century CE.
Locus [Ruler Date of coin Mint l,\?:
1 Elagabalus (218-222 CE) 219-222 CE Tyre [ 106092
4 Probably a city-coin Third century CE
) Bet
Elagabalus (218-222 CE) or Gordian . ,
10 Ill (238-244 CE) Third century CE [[She’an|l 106094
City-coin Third century CE 106093
Probably a city-coin Third century CE
Susita-
14 lllegible Third century CE [Hippos|l 106095
Probably city-coins Third century CE 4 coins
Bet
15 Julia Domna 215/6 CE She’an|(106096
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4. Stratum |, looking south.
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5. Wall 5, looking west.

6. The eastern unit, Channels T1, T2, looking north.
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Bet She'an (West)
Preliminary Report

Walid Atrash 29/12/2009

During December 2006, a salvage excavation was conducted west of Shikunim Gimel and Daleth in Bet She’an (Permit No. A-
4971; map ref. NIG 24618/71265; OIG 19618/21265), in the wake of damage to antiquities during the installation of a sewer line.
The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Bet She’an Economic
Company, was directed by W. Atrash, with the assistance of Y. Lavan (administration), T. Meltsen (surveying), A. Shapiro (GPS)
and D. Syon (photography).

An almost complete rectangular mausoleum was exposed in the excavation (100 sq m); its eastern part
remained buried beneath a modern path. Three building phases were identified in the structure (Figs. 1, 2).
The mausoleum was erected as a single rectangular burial chamber in Phase |, which dated to the Roman
period (third—fourth centuries CE); it was reinforced with a new wall casing in Phase Il (second half of the
fourth century CE) and a burial chamber was added to its western side in Phase llI (fifth—sixth centuries CE).
By the end of the Byzantine or the beginning of the Early Islamic periods, the building was destroyed and no
longer used.

Phase |. The mausoleum was constructed in the third century CE as a rectangular hall that was oriented east-west
(exposed length c. 7 m, outer width 5.7 m, inner width 3.5 m). The walls, preserved to floor level height, were built of
basalt fieldstones and founded on a clean layer of travertine deposits. The entrance, probably set in the eastern wall
that was not exposed, faced the old city of Bet She’an.

Six rectangular burial cells were exposed below the floor level in the western part of the hall (E, F, G, K, L, M; 0.8x1.9
m, depth 1.4 m; Fig. 3). The cells, built of fieldstones and mud bricks, were paved with small flat stones set in place
upon a clean layer of travertine deposits. Although the cells were found plundered and filled with stones and gray soil,
several of them had heaps of bones mixed with a few potsherds from the Late Roman period on their floors. The
burial cells were covered with bitumen slabs, a fragment of which was preserved in situ (Cell E). The slabs rested on
the outer foundation walls of the mausoleum and on the partition walls of the cells, serving as a floor for the hall. It
can be assumed that sarcophagi, which did not survive, sat on the floor of the hall; the sarcophagus fragments found
near the structure may have possibly come from the mausoleum.

Phase Il. Minor changes to the plan of the mausoleum occurred in the middle of the fourth century CE, probably after
the earthquake of 363 CE. A wall casing of basalt fieldstones (W109, W124; width 0.9 m) was added to the structure,
rendering the building c. 7.3 m wide (Fig. 4).

Phase IIl. A rectangular burial chamber was joined to the western side of the mausoleum (outer dimensions 3.5x6.0
m) in the fifth or sixth centuries CE. Its outside walls consisted of basalt fieldstones and were preserved to floor
level. Four rectangular burial cells (A-D; 0.7x2.2 m) whose walls were built of mud bricks (width 0.25 m; Fig. 5) were
installed below the floor level of the room. The cells were found robbed and filled with stones and gray soil.

The mausoleum, located c. 500 m west of the old city walls and alongside the ancient road that led from Bet She’an
to Samaria, was probably part of a large cemetery that extended along both sides of Nahal Harod and west of Bet
She’an.
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2. Mausoleum, looking east.
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4. Phase I, the northern and southern wall casing, looking south.
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5. Phase lll, the burial cells, looking east.
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Be’er Ora
Final Report

Yigal Israel 25/6/2009

During September 2002, an excavation was conducted at a site c. 300 m southwest of Be'er Ora (Permit No. A-3730; map ref. NIG
19730/40235; OIG 14730/90235), as part of activities to perpetuate the memory of the late Benny Meisner. The excavation, on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and in cooperation with the Elat Field School, was directed by Y. Israel, with the assistance
of V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying and drafting), N. Sneh (field and studio photography) and I. Dudin (pottery drawing).

The site is situated on both sides of a wadi channel. Four buildings were discerned on surface, as well as
cleared areas, stone clearance heaps and installations next to them. Three of the buildings (1-3) were
excavated. The artifacts recovered from the excavation dated to the Early Islamic period (Umayyad and
beginning of Abbasid periods; 650-820 CE).

Building 1 (5 x 9 m; Figs 1, 2), at the western end of the site, consisted of two rooms. The walls (W300-W303; width 0.7
m, preserved height 1.2 m) were built of two rows of fieldstones bonded with soil and stones and plastered with mud; the
floor was tamped earth. The building was covered with acacia branches, to which wattle and daub were applied; remains
of the roof were discovered on the building’s floor and in its collapse. Three entrances (width 0.5-0.7 m) were noted in
the eastern room (L100; 3.5 x 3.5 m). Two of them, in the northern and western walls, were discovered blocked by
narrow walls and it therefore seems that at some point in time they were converted for use as niches. This change in the
use of the entrances probably indicates two sub-phases in the building. A built threshold was discovered in the entrance
set in the room’s southern wall. A niche (L106; 0.4 x 0.5 m), probably used for storage, was in the wall that separated the
two rooms, c¢. 1 m above the floor. Next to the southern entrance and on the floor of the room, a hearth was found (L123).
An entrance was discovered in the western wall of the western room (L101; 3.5 x 3.7 m). Installations (L103—0.3 x 0.5
m; L107—0.5 x 0.6 m; L108—0.9 x 1.4 m; L109—0.5 x 0.5 m), set on the floor and surrounded by stones, were
discovered in all the corners of this room. Collapse and four hearths (Loci 116-119) were exposed outside the building. A
rectangular installation (2.5 x 3.0 m) built of a single course of stones was discerned c. 35 m north of the building. It
resembled the built installations that were uncovered in the previous excavation season at the site (HA-ESI 121, Loci 49,
61) and may have been used for prayer.

On the floor in Building 1, two fragments of a rim from a bow! of Mahesh Warethat probably originated from Ayla in Agaba
(Fig. 3:1) and a base of a jug (?; Fig. 3:2), both dating to the Early Islamic period, were discovered. A meager amount of
organic material that included the remains of textiles and cordage, acacia remains, date pits, almond shells and several
animal bones was found below the building collapse. A copper bell with an iron clapper (Fig. 4) was discovered hidden
next to Installation 107; nearby were sheep droppings, indicating that the local residents were engaged in raising sheep,
among other things. A smooth glass gem (Fig. 5) that apparently dated to the Early Islamic period was discovered on the
floor of the eastern room. A copper slag and a nail were found on the floor in the building.

Building 2 (3.3 x 4.8 m; Figs. 6, 7) was at the eastern end of the site, c. 140 m east of Building 1 and next to the water
source of Be'er Ora on the west. It consisted of a single room whose walls (W306-W309; width 0.5 m, preserved height
0.9 m) were built of two rows of fieldstones and wadi pebbles, bonded with soil. The floor (L122) was tamped earth and
above it were three pottery body fragments that could not be dated and sheep droppings. The entrance (width 0.5 m) had
a stone-built threshold and was set in the eastern wall. The collapse in the center of the building concealed a hearth
(L131) located 0.15 m above the floor, which indicates that after the building was abandoned and some of its walls had
collapsed, the structure was still being used. Additional collapse, which included earth and stones, was exposed outside
the building. Another hearth (L127) was discerned outside of the building and next to the western wall. An area cleared of
stones was observed in the front of the building, opposite the entrance. Two other cleared areas were noted north of the
building and on a wadi terrace higher than the building.

Building 3 (3 x 3 m; Figs. 7, 8) was 20 m east of Building 2. It consisted of a single room whose curved walls (W310—
W313; width 0.5 m, preserved height 0.7 m) were built of fieldstones and bonded with earth. The floor (L130) was tamped
earth and the entrance (width 0.5 m) was set in the northern wall. Based on the preserved height of the walls and the
relatively meager amount of stone collapse, it seems that the building was not roofed. Two hearths (Loci 128, 132) were
exposed outside, next to the western wall of the building. A cleared area (L120) was discerned east of the building and a
round stone-built installation was noted to its northeast. Installations built of fieldstones and wadi pebbles were to the
northwest of the building. The plans of Buildings 2 and 3 resemble those of other structures that had previously been
exposed and documented in the vicinity (HA-ESI 114:102*~104*, HA-ESI| 121).
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5. Glass gem.
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Be'er Ora
Final Report

Yigal Israel 25/6/2009

During October 2001, an excavation was conducted at a site located c. 600 m northeast of Be’er Ora (Permit No. A-3498; map ref.
NIG 19825/40285; OIG 14825/90285), as part of activities to perpetuate the memory of the late Benny Meisner. The excavation, on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and in conjunction with the Elat Field School and the Hevel Elot Regional Council, was
directed by Y. Israel, with the assistance of V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying and drafting), N. Sneh (field photography), I. Dudin
(pottery drawing), Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass finds) and U. Avner and A. Holzer.

The site (50 x 350 m) is located at the foot of a spur, on the northern bank of a tributary of Nahal Ora. The
western part of the site was excavated (Fig. 1) and an open mosque (L52), a square building (L56), a round
structure (Loci 53, 55), four courtyards (Loci 59, 60, 62, 63), which contained two installations (Loci 49, 61) and
two open cells (Loci 44, 48) were exposed.

Open Mosque (Figs. 2, 3). A square building (L52; 1.75 x 2.00 m) whose four walls (W290-W293; width 0.4 m) were
built of small fieldstones and preserved a single course high (0.2 m) was exposed. It seems that the walls were originally
constructed to a height of two—three courses, without a roof. A semicircular mihrab (c. 0.50 x 0.75 m) was installed in the
middle of the southern wall (W292). The small dimensions of the mosque indicate that it was used for prayer by one or
two people. An area cleared of stones was discerned to the northwest of the mosque and three cairns were observed to
its north.

SquareBuilding (Fig. 4). The remains of a square building (3.8 x 4.9 m), which had been damaged in the past by
mechanical equipment, were excavated. The walls (W294-W297; width 0.6 m, preserved height 0.3 m) were built of two
rows of stones, bonded with earth mixed with gravel. The building’s entrance (width c. 0.6 m) was probably set in the
southern wall (W294). The collapsed walls reached a height of 0.65 m above the floor (L51), which was composed of
tamped earth with spots of ash above it. Potsherds dating to the Early Islamic period were discovered on the floor,
including the base of a jug (Fig. 5:1), as well as a fragment of a glass vessel handle that probably belonged to a juglet
from the Byzantine period. Olive and plum pits were found on the floor in the corner of the building. The collapsed walls
(L57) were excavated around the building and a hearth (L58) was near the building’s southwestern corner.

Round Building (Figs. 6, 7). The structure was built of fieldstones and wadi pebbles set around a dugout pit (W285;
diam. 3.5 m, depth 0.51 m). Two occupation levels (lower—L55, upper—L53) with ash and charcoal above them were
discerned. A deposit between the occupation levels (L54) consisted of eolian soil and wadi soil that was washed into the
dugout pit.

Courtyards . Four courtyards, cleared of stones and delimited by fieldstone-built walls, were excavated (Loci 59, 60, 62,
63). The earth in the courtyards served as floor and installations were exposed in most of them. Two other courtyards
could be seen within the precincts of the site but were not excavated.

Courtyard 60 (240 sq m; 12 x 20 m) was delimited in the south by a line of small clearance stones (W270) that were piled
several centimeters high. A fieldstone-built wall (W267; length 8 m, width 0.4 m, height c. 0.25 m) enclosed the courtyard
on the eastern side. Potsherds dating to the Early Islamic period, including a bowl! (Fig. 5:2), were exposed in the
courtyard. A built installation (L61; 1 x 2 m) in the northern part of the courtyard was enclosed within two walls (W288,
W289; width 0.2 m, height c. 0.25 m). A non-examined heap of stones was visible within the courtyard, south of the
installation. Three walls (W268, W269, W271; width 0.25 m), built a single course high, enclosed a cell (L48; 2 x 3 m) in
the southeastern part of the courtyard, which was open to the north.

Courtyard 59 (72 sq m; 6 x 12 m) was surrounded by walls on four sides. The eastern and northern walls (W276, W277;
width 0.75 m, preserved height 0.3 m) had been damaged in the past by mechanical equipment. On the western side of
the courtyard was a short section of a wall built of fieldstones (W275) and its continuation was a wall of small clearance
stones. The southern wall (W283) was built of a single course of stones. A hearth (L64) was discovered in the
northeastern corner of the courtyard and several non-diagnostic potsherds and copper slag were found on the floor.
Courtyard 62 (200 sqg m; 10 x 20 m) was delimited by two walls (W286, W287; width 0.25 m) that formed a corner. The
walls were built of a single course of fieldstones and small clearance stones.

Courtyard 63 (c. 45 sq m; 5 x 8 m) was delimited by two walls (W278, W279). Wall 278 was built of two-three stone
courses (width 0.4 m, preserved height 0.15 m). Only several stones of W279 were preserved, but its construction seems
to resemble that of W278. A square installation (L49; 1 x 1 m) whose fieldstone-built walls (W280-W282; width 0.2 m)
abutted W278 was exposed at the northwestern edge of the courtyard.

The second built cell (L44; Fig. 8) was exposed in the middle of the area, between Courtyards 59 and 62. Walls built of
small clearance stones (W272-W274; preserved height 0.17 m) enclosed the cell on three sides, leaving it open to the
north. A flint Levallois point and a copper concentrate on limestone were discovered in the cell, whose plan and
dimensions were similar to Cell 48. It seems that the two were used as open prayer cells.

The building remains at the site point to a settlement of several families that existed around a source of water at Be'er
Ora. The various structures and the different building materials suggest that each family determined the shape of its living
quarters and decided on the materials used in its construction. Building complexes that included both courtyards and
round buildings, which are characteristic of a semi-nomadic population, were exposed at the site; alongside were
complexes of square buildings that are dominant in permanent settlements. The residents were probably one large tribe
that consisted of several families, perhaps the same number as the cleared courtyards. These families possibly lived in
tents and buildings of organic materials that did not survive and stood in the area of the cleared courtyards. It is assumed
that the square building was erected during a later phase of the site. Scant ceramic finds dating to the Early Islamic
period were discovered in the excavation, as well as at other sites in the vicinity of Be’er Ora. These indicate a society
that produced little refuse and its domestic ware was made of wood and perishable woven plants. It is also possible that
the settlement lasted for only a short period or the site was abandoned and its residents took all their possessions with
them.
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1. The western part of the site, plan.

2. The mosque, plan.

3. The mosque, looking south.
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7. The round building, looking northwest.
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8. Cell 44, looking south.



1. Survey map.

2. Terrain characteristic of

the survey region, looking
west.

3. The railroad embankment
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Be’er Sheva‘ Park, Survey
Final Report

Flavia Sonntag and Nir-Shimshon Paran 21/3/2009

During July 2007, an archaeological survey was conducted in the Be’er Sheva' Park, west of the city, near the zoological gardens
(Permit No. A-5172), in an area designated for foresting. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and
underwritten by the Jewish National Fund, was directed by F. Sonntag and N.S. Paran, with the assistance of S. Gal (GPS).

An area of 750 dunams was surveyed in the Nahal Solelim basin. This is a region of gentle chalk hills that are
covered with loess soil and are crossed by ravines with desert flora (Figs. 1, 2). The survey area is delineated in
the north by the railroad embankment that was constructed in the Ottoman period (Fig. 3). The southern part of
the area is covered with trees planted by the IJNF.

Six sites were identified:

. NIG 175986/573609; OIG 125986/073609. Watchman'’s hut (5 x 5 m).

. NIG 175859/573361; OIG 125859/073361. Two structures (farm? 15 x 15 m).

. NIG 175567/573821; OIG 125567/073821. Structure (4 x 6 m).

. NIG 175542/573833; OIG 125542/073833. Structure (3 x 3 m).

. NIG 175526/573897; OIG 125526/073897. Structure (4 x 5 m)

. NIG 174987/574381; OIG 124987/074381. Small stone mounds (Bedouin tombs?); encampment site and potsherd
scattering (30 x 30 m).

O WNE

The potsherds collected at each of these sites were all dated to the Byzantine period. They are consistent with other
finds—a farmstead and agricultural installations—known in this region, which was the agricultural hinterland of Be'er
Sheva' during the Byzantine period.
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2. Terrain characteristic of the survey region, looking west.
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3. The railroad embankment, looking southeast.
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1. Survey map.

Be’er Sheva‘, Survey
Final Report

Emil Aladjem and Simeon Gendler 10/6/2009

During July 2006 a survey prior to development was conducted at Ketef Be'er Sheva’, the Negev Brigade Junction and
Ketef Betarim (Permit No. A-4866; map ref. NIG 1838-62/5740-80; OIG 1338-62/0740-80). The survey, undertaken on
behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and financed by the Jewish National Fund, was directed by E. Aladjem and S.
Gendler, with the assistance of S. Gal (GPS).

Three areas, northeast of Ketef Be'er Sheva', southeast of the Negev Brigade junction and the Ketef
Betarim hills, were surveyed.

Northeast of Ketef Be’er Sheva'

Site 301: A wall (0.8 x 4.0 m) built of undressed chalk fieldstones.

Site 302: Ancient cistern whose opening was renovated with cement and it is still being used. To its west are the
remains of a structure (15 x 15 m) built of chalk fieldstones. An installation of chalk slabs was discerned in the
building, embedded in the ground.

Southeast of the Negev Brigade Junction
Site 303: A renovated cistern that is still being us
Site 311: A terrace built on a slope along a contour line (0.6 x 0.8 x 30.0 m).

The Ketef Betarim Hills

Site 304: A rock-hewn cistern (diam. of opening 0.4 m).

Site 305: A building (4 x 4 m, thickness of walls 0.4-0.5 m) on the southern bank of the wadi, in whose vicinity
potsherds dating to the Late Byzantine period were scattered.

Site 306: A scatter of flint flakes (diam. 20 m) from the Middle Paleolithic period.

Site 307: A bedrock-hewn round opening (diam. 0.5 m) that leads to a void—a cistern or a cave.

Site 308: A cistern whose opening was renovated with cement and is still being used.

Site 309: A renovated cistern that is still being used today and a trough is located alongside it.

Site 310: A scatter of flint flakes (diam. 30—40 m) from the Middle Paleolithic period.
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1. Survey map.



2. Pottery.

3. Tomb T7 at the time of
exposure; Gaza jar
fragments at the foot of the
tomb, looking north.

4. Tomb T7 prior to being
raised; Tomb T9 behind it

looking south.

5. The raised tombs and the
excavation beneath them

looking south.
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Be’er Sheva‘, Shazar Boulevard
Final Report

Yigal Israel 19/8/2009

During April 2002, an excavation was conducted on Shazar Boulevard in Be'er Sheva’, below the eastern parking lot of the
municipal building (Permit No. A-3631; map ref. NIG 18097/57314; OIG 13097/07314), in the wake of exposing two tombs when
installing a conduit for runoff. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the
Ministry of Housing and Construction (surveying), was directed by Y. Israel, with the assistance of F. Sonntag (field photography), A
Inbar, A. Sabah-Shahar and E. Kaho (conservation work) and A. Pikovski (pottery drawing). Other participants included S. Spiegel
and employees of the Technical Department of the Ministry of Housing, Southern District, A. Ron and Y. Griff — project directors,
Eng. K. Leibowitz, Shomroni Construction Company and workers of the Ministry of Religious Affairs and its volunteers under the
guidance of Rabbi Schmidel.

Thirteen cist tombs were discovered and documented (Fig. 1). The outline of seven tombs (T3-T7, T9, T11)
was excavated and the outline of one tomb (T8) was partially exposed. The cist tombs were part of a burial field,
the likes of which surrounded the old city of Be’er Sheva' in the Byzantine period. Past excavations close to this
concentration of burials had been conducted at Migdale Qeren (HA-ESI 116), the Courthouse (HA-ESI 109:89*—
90*) and the Civic Center (ESI 19:90*-91*). Other tombs were discovered and documented in the vicinity during
the course of antiquities inspection.

The cist tombs (0.8 x 0.9 x 2.0 m), characteristic of burial in the Byzantine period, were dug in loess soil (depth 1.5 m),
along a northwest-southeast axis. The sides and the covering slabs of the tombs consisted of dressed soft limestone,
which is the typical masonry stone in Be'er Sheva'. Based on the position of the deceased in Tomb T8, it seems that the
individuals were interred with their heads at the northwest.

Fragments of Gaza-type jars (Fig. 2) were found alongside several of the tombs and nearby. The jars were probably used
as grave markers or as gravestones, similar to the amphorae that served as tombstones during the Hellenistic period.
Late Ottoman cemeteries in the Gaza to Ashkelon region use ceramic pipes as tombstones. It seems that placing a Gaza
jar as a grave marker is a distinct phenomenon of the tombs in this burial field and it is presumed that the same or a
similar custom was practiced in tombs that were damaged or not completely exposed.

Tombs T1 and T2, in the side of the trench, were damaged during the digging of the water conduit.

Tombs T3 and T4, whose outlines were excavated, were damaged in their southeastern parts while digging the conduit.
Tomb T5, whose outline was excavated, had been damaged in the past during the installation of infrastructures.

Tomb T6, whose outline was excavated, was surrounded by fragments of a barrel-shaped Gaza jar (Fig. 2:7).

Tomb T7, whose outline was excavated (Figs. 3, 4), was surrounded by fragments of a barrel-shaped Gaza jar (Fig. 2:6).
Tomb T8 was discovered during work on the side of the conduit's trench. A skull was observed between its covering
stones. Only part of the tomb’s outline was excavated and the course of the conduit was diverted to the west. Fragments
of a Gaza jar were found around the tomb (Fig. 2:4).

Tomb T9, whose outline was excavated, was surrounded by fragments of a barrel-shaped Gaza jar (Fig. 2:1).

Tomb T10 was discovered while working next to the side of the conduit and only part of the tomb’s outline was exposed.
Tomb T11, whose outline was excavated, was surrounded by fragments of a barrel-shaped Gaza jar (Fig. 2:2, 3, 5).
Tombs T12 and T13, exposed while working next to the sides of the conduit, had been damaged in the past during the
installation of infrastructures.

The exposed tombs were apparently part of a family funeral plot that belonged to the residents of Be’er Sheva' in the
Byzantine period, and was one of many plots that surrounded the city. Anthropological evidence regarding the population
could not be obtained since the tombs were not opened.

The funerary practice that characterizes the cemetery is the placement of a Gaza-type jar outside, at the foot of the tomb.
This choice is surprising, as the local jars in the Be'er Sheva' region are bag-shaped vessels. Following the outline
exposure of seven tombs (T3-T7, T9, T11) they were raised, the soil beneath them was excavated and they were
returned to their original locations.
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2. Pottery.

. Tomb T7 at the time of exposure; Gaza jar fragments at the foot of the tomb, looking north.
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2. Area A, looking east.

3. The cells in the building
looking west.
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5. A wild boar-shaped
zoomorphic vessel.

Binyamina
Final Report

17/11/2009

During February 1999, a salvage excavation was conducted at Giv'at Ha-Po'alim in Binyamina (Permit No. A-3008; map ref. NIG
19460/71462; OIG 14460/21462), in the wake of damage to ancient remains caused by earthmoving operations. The excavation,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Ministry of Construction and Housing, was directed
by M. Haiman (photography), with the assistance of V. Essman (surveying and drafting) and N. Ze'evi (drawing).

Mordechai Haiman

Two areas (A, B) were opened, 200 m apart. Remains of a building that was probably a mausoleum from the
Roman period (second century CE) were exposed in Area A and remains of tombs that dated to the Ottoman
period or the time of the British Mandate were documented in Area B.

Area A. Remains of a rectangular building (c. 4.5 x 8.5 m) with an adjacent courtyard of similar dimensions along its
northern side were exposed (Figs. 1, 2). The structure was damaged by a bulldozer and seems to have been disturbed in
antiquity as well. The outer walls (W208, W209) were built of dressed kurkar stones (0.4-0.9 x 0.4 m). Wall 209
comprised three rows of stones (width 1.2 m) and was preserved one—four courses high (max. 0.85 m). Only the western
part of the wall was preserved in its entirety. Its eastern side ended in a straight line and beyond it was a plastered floor
(L105) that appears to have been an entrance. The continuation of the wall to the east (W202) was severely damaged; it
rested on top of a foundation wall (W201). Wall 208 was built of a single row of dressed kurkar stones (0.3 x 0.6 m),
except for its southern end, which was built of two rows of kurkar stones and preserved three—four courses high (max.
0.9 m). The eastern wall was not preserved; however, part of its foundation (W200) had survived. The building was
divided into narrow elongated cells without openings (Loci 101, 102, 104; width 0.8 m), which were separated by partition
walls (W203, W204, W205), built of a single row of kurkar stones (0.3 x 0.4-0.8 m) and preserved one-two courses high
(Fig. 3). The floors of the cells and the bottom part of the partition walls were coated with a thick layer of plaster.
Fragments of human bones were discovered in all the cells and it is presumed that they were used for burial.

The courtyard (L100) was severely damaged by the earthmoving work. Sections of a plaster floor and a cupmark (diam.
0.3 m, depth 0.3 m) that was embedded in it were discovered. A row of crumbling kurkar stones (W207) was exposed in
the northern part of the courtyard; it possibly testifies to an early disturbance in the building.

The remains of foundation walls built of kurkar stones were exposed below the building and the courtyard. A corner of the
foundation walls (W200, W201), built of one course of large roughly dressed kurkar stones, was uncovered in the
southeastern corner of the building. It seems that the foundation walls protruded c. 0.2 m beyond the walls of the
building. Below the level of the courtyard was a section of another foundation wall (W206) whose corner was discovered
below the floor of Cell 102. Fill of tamped black soil mixed with stones and potsherds (max. thickness c. 0.7 m) was
discovered between and below the foundation walls. The overall thickness of the mausoleum’s foundation reached a
height of ¢. 1.3 m. It is assumed that the reason for such a massive foundation was the unstable ground of dunes and
marshes in the region.

The ceramic finds in the building dated to the second century CE and included a cooking krater (Fig. 4:1), a jug with a
square rim that is dated to the end of the first century and the second century CE (Fig. 4:2), saqiye jars of the second
century CE (Fig. 4:3, 4), bag-shaped jars (Fig. 4: 5-8) that are dated to the first—second centuries CE, except for the jar
in Fig. 4:8 that continues into the third century CE and discus lamps from the second century CE (Fig. 4:9-11). A
zoomorphic vessel in the shape of a wild boar (Fig. 5; length 12 cm, width 5.5 cm, height 8.5 cm), made in a mold of
reddish gritty clay, was also discovered in the building. The head of the boar was composed of parallel strips that formed
gentle ribbing, and the body was fashioned with diagonal parallel lines and punctured with a sharp instrument. The vessel
was probably used to hold liquid, as a pouring-in opening is set on the back of the boar and pouring-out apertures are in
the nose and the head. Similar vessels of levigated clay with a lustrous slip, probably imported, were discovered at Tel
Dor. The boar-shaped vessel from the site, which is coarser and not slipped, was probably of local manufacture.

Burial in mausoleums was customary mainly among pagans, although Jews also practiced this form of interment and
placed their dead inside sarcophagi, of which no evidence was found in the excavated building. It seems that the
elongated cells served as burial cells. A mausoleum with a similar internal partition, dating to the Early Roman period,
was discovered in the Pelusium cemetery in northern Sinai (E. Oren, 1980. The Survey of Northern Sinai, 1972-1978. In
Z. Meshel and |. Finkelstein [eds.], Sinai in Antiquity. Tel Aviv, p.126 [Hebrew]).

Area B. Eight cist tombs, aligned northeast-southwest and built of flat stone slabs, were documented; human bones were
discerned. Three of the tombs were severed during the earthmoving operations and the other five were preserved in their
entirety. The tombs should apparently be dated to the Ottoman period or the time of the British Mandate.
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2. Area A, looking east.
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5. A wild boar-shaped zoomorphic vessel.
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2. Dam, Locus 10, plan.
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3. Dam, Locus 11, plan.

Biqg ‘at Yaval
Final Report

Emil Aladjem and Nir-Shimshon Paran 27/1/2009
In June 2005 a salvage excavation was conducted at Big‘at Yaval (Permit No. A-4513, map ref. NIG 18960/58690; OIG
13960/08690; Fig. 1), following the discovery of ancient remains along the route of the separation fence. The excavation, on behalf
of the Antiquities Authority and with the financial support of the Ministry of Defense, was directed by E. Aladjem and N.S. Paran, with
assistance from A. Hajian (surveying).

Two dams, located c. 25 m apart, were excavated in a tributary of Nahal Yaval (cf. HA-ESI 120). The eastern dam (L10;
Fig. 2) consisted of two fieldstone-built walls. The first (W3; 1.0 x 1.0 x 0.5 m), which was oriented along a north-south
axis, was built perpendicular to the southern bank of the stream while the second (W2; 1.0 x 2.5 x 0.8 m), aligned in a
northeast-southwest direction, was built parallel to the stream’s bank. The western dam (L11; Fig. 3) was located on the
northern bank of the stream and it too consisted of two walls. The first (W5; 1.2 x 6.0 x 0.6 m) was oriented in a north—
south direction and was built of small and large fieldstones; its continuation (W4), whose remains were found to the south
of it, was destroyed by the flow of water in the stream. The second wall (W1; 1.5 x 3.0 x 0.3 m) was perpendicular to Wall
5 and was built of small stones.

The two dams were part of a system that was meant to divert the flow of the stream to a cultivated plot.
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1. Location map.
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2. Dam, Locus 10, plan.
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3. Dam, Locus 11, plan.



1. Plan.

4. Area B, plan and section.
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5. The water reservoir, W110
and the floor, looking south.
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Dabayib et-Tuwal (North)
Final Report

Walid Atrash 27/8/2009

During September—October 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted north of the Dabayib et-Tuwal site, southeast of Kibbuts
Hamadya (Permit No. A-3987; map ref. NIG 24930-40/71340-5; OIG 19930-40/21340-5; ESI 9:172), after ancient remains were
damaged when a communications cable was installed. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and
underwritten by the Kave Zahav Company, was directed by W. Atrash (photography), with the assistance of Y. Ya‘agobi and D.
Avshalom (administration) and T. Meltsen (surveying and drafting).

The excavation was conducted along the eastern edge of the Bet She’an—Tsemah road. Two excavation areas
(A, B; Fig. 1) were opened. A square (3 x 5 m) was excavated in the eastern Area A and part of an agricultural
installation was exposed. Two squares were excavated in the western Area B, closest to the road, revealing a
built water reservoir that dated to the Byzantine and Early Islamic periods. The installation and reservoir were
built along a stream channel that extends from west to east.

Area A (Figs. 2, 3). Two walls (W101, W111) that formed a corner were exposed. Wall 101 (exposed length 5 m, width
1.4 m), founded on travertine bedrock, was oriented north—-south. Built of large undressed basalt stones with smaller
basalt stones between them, it was preserved to maximum two courses high, extending beyond the limits of the
excavation. The western face of the wall was coated with hydraulic lime plaster and the eastern face was incorporated
into a floor bedding of small basalt stones (L102). A small section of W111, also founded on travertine bedrock, was
exposed. The wall was aligned east-west and its northern side was built similar to W101. A floor (L107) of lime plaster
was exposed between the two walls. The floor bedding consisted of basalt stones, placed on the travertine bedrock.
Floor 107 was built in two levels, whereby the southern part was c. 0.18 m higher than the northern part. Basalt stones
and gray soil collapse (L103) that contained a few potsherds from the Byzantine period was exposed on the floor. It
seems that the walls and the floor were part of an installation connected with water, which dated to the Byzantine period
(sixth—seventh centuries CE), based on ceramic finds.

Area B (Fig. 4). Two parallel walls of a water reservoir, 6 m apart, were discovered (W106, W110). They extended
beyond the limits of the excavation and thus the full width of W106 was not exposed. The walls, founded on travertine
bedrock and aligned north—south, were built of basalt and mud bricks (Wall 106—exposed length 4 m, preserved height
2.45 m; Wall 110—exposed length 4 m, width 1.3 m, preserved height 1.92 m; Fig. 5). The western face of W110 and the
eastern face of W106 were coated with hydraulic lime plaster, which was applied to a base layer of potsherds that dated
to the Byzantine and Early Islamic periods (Fig. 6). The reservoir's floor, which abutted both walls, was composed of mud
bricks (0.22 x 0.22 m) that were coated with lime plaster. Gray alluvium, devoid of potsherds, was exposed on the floor
(L114; thickness 1 m). Collapse from Walls 106 and 110 (Loci 112, 113) and several potsherds from the Byzantine and
Early Islamic periods were found on the alluvium. A lump of travertine sediment was exposed in the southern part of
W106, on top of the plaster. This sediment indicates the location of the reservoir's feeder channel, which apparently
came from the west. It seems that the exposed remains in the area belonged to a large water reservoir (width 6 m, depth
c. 2.5 m), whose length is unknown. Based on the ceramic finds, the reservoir was apparently used from the Byzantine
until the end of the Umayyad periods (500-749 CE).

Arvea B now ‘

Area A now

0 10

1. Plan.



195/1510

\ o e ~ Area A novw
(R & &
"-.‘___ J 7 o
/ 2 0 = h =
/S L02,.9 0 S
£ C_-: .1_& o /’"\ﬂ ‘_(\?é_gl o .
2 SRS RN wml g
—— e e ——— 1
/ N IS
/ /f’ L”J(_j_ﬁCJ — d
-19921  / NGB T —JQF T

o X

i = P B f/_%f
IL y >.<§<-199.9zj P | 511

_L)gs

4 xl;l“? <5 — lf/\
< 1 %-199.77 o
~ ! e
~ q - 1
i
ico 1
- i 1
% " b I
L " 7 I
0 2 ~ f
n i 1M ~ g
-199.00,

-200.00

-201.00

1-1

2. Area A, plan and section.
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4. Area B, plan and section.
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6. Plaster remains and the potsherd base layer on the reservoir's wall, looking west.
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3. A beaten chalk floor
L103), looking south.

Dabburiya
Final Report

Rafeh Abu Raya 30/4/2009

During July 2004, a salvage excavation was conducted in the center of Dabburiya village, south of the local council building (Permit
No. A-4225; map ref. NIG 235155-65/732955-65; OIG 185155-65/232955-65), subsequent to the discovery of antiquities in a lot
slated for construction. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the contractor,
was directed by R. Abu Raya, with the assistance of Y. Lavan (administration), N. Getzov (field photography) and H. Tahan (pottery
drawings).

Small-scale excavations and surveys that had previously been conducted in Dabburiya have uncovered
fragmentary remains and potsherds that ranged in date from the Iron Age until the Ottoman period (Map of
Mount Tabor [41] and Map of En Dor [45], Site 63; ESI 15:126).

Two squares (A, B; Fig. 1) were opened in the current excavation, revealing building remains from the Late
Roman or Byzantine periods and a wall foundation that may be dated to the Middle Bronze Age or the Roman
period.

Square A. A layer of soil (L104; thickness c. 0.5 m) that overlay virgin soil was exposed. It contained fragments of pottery
vessels, including a cooking pot (Fig. 2:4) and jars (Fig. 2:5-7) from the Late Roman period. A cluster of fieldstones
(L111) in the western part of the square contained similar ceramic finds that included a krater rim, dating to the Late
Roman period (Fig. 2:3).

A beaten chalk floor (L103; thickness c. 0.1 m; Fig. 3) that extended across most of the square area was exposed above
Loci 104 and 111. Potsherds from the Roman or Byzantine periods were found within the floor. A square pit (L106; 1 x 1
m, depth 0.5 m) and the foundation of a modern wall (W1) penetrated Floor 103. Potsherds that dated to the Early
Roman period, including a jar rim (Fig. 2:2), as well as potsherds from the Umayyad (eighth century CE) and Mamluk
(thirteenth—fourteenth centuries CE) periods were collected from these disturbances.

Square B. A cluster of fieldstones (thickness c. 1 m), c. 4 m north of Square A, was exposed in the middle of the square
(2 x 3 m). The cluster sealed three large fieldstones (0.5 x 0.5 x 0.6 m), arranged in a row above a layer of natural silt,
which were probably part of an ancient terrace wall. Fragments of pottery vessels that dated to the Middle Bronze Age,
including a pithos rim (Fig. 2:1) and the Roman period, were found above and within the cluster of stones.
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1. Plan.

2. Pottery.
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3. A beaten chalk floor (L103), looking south.
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Dafna
Final Report

Abdalla Mokary 17/11/2009

During April 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted in Qibbuz Dafna (Permit No. A-4440; map ref. NIG 2593-5/7928-30; OIG
2093-5/2928-30), prior to construction. The excavation undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by
Qibbuz Dafna, was directed by A. Mokary, with the assistance of O. Zingboym (surveying and photography).

m; Figs. 1, 2), preserved two courses high, were exposed at a depth of 1 m below surface. A layer of travertine covered
the wall, indicating that water flowed here over a long period of time. Fragments of pottery vessels that dated to the Early
Roman period were recovered from both sides of the wall.

§- One square was opened and its half was excavated to bedrock. Remains of a field wall (W1; min. length 2.7 m, width 0.6
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2. Wall 1, looking east.
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Dalton, Survey
Final Report

Hendrik (Enno) Bron 26/12/2009

During July 2207, a survey preceding development was conducted in the western part of Moshav Dalton (Permit No. A-5174; map
ref. NIG 24475-530/76878-920; OIG 19475-530/26878-920), prior to expansion of the Moshav. The survey, undertaken on behalf
of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Moshav, was directed by H. Bron, assisted by A. Shapiro (GPS).

Settlement remains and agricultural installations from the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze periods, which included a dolmen
(Fig. 1:17) that was surveyed by Y. Stepansky, had previously been discovered in the western part of Moshav Dalton.
Remains from the Mamluk and Ottoman periods had been identified at the site of Teitaba to the south. Terraces, animal
pens and building remains had survived of a small Arab village that existed at the site to modern times. Today, the area
1. Survey map. serves as pasture.

Terrace walls (Fig. 1:1-11, 18) and animal pens (Fig. 1:13-15) whose date is unknown were surveyed, as well as a
scattering of flints and potsherds (Fig. 1:16), which mostly dated to the Mamluk and Ottoman periods and probably
derived from the neighboring settlement. The feature in Fig. 1:12 is a modern field tower.

It appears that the area was used for agriculture during two main periods, the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age in the
Dalton site and the Mamluk and Ottoman periods in Kh. Teitaba.
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1. Survey map.

Devira Forest, Survey
Final Report

Emil Aladijem and Simeon Gendler 16/6/2009

During July 2006, a survey was conducted in the Devira Forest (Permit No. A- 4865; map ref. NIG 18620-85/59110-55; OIG
13620-85/09110-55), prior to ground preparation work. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and
financed by the Jewish National Fund, was conducted by E. Aladjem and S. Gendler, with the assistance of S. Gal (GPS).

Eight sites were documented in the survey area, which extended across a hilly region north of the Devir-Lahav Junction
and south of the Lahav Forest.

Site 501: A terrace wall, oriented east-west (length 20 m, width 1 m), which was preserved a single course high.

Site 502: A terrace wall (length 25 m), oriented north—south.

Site 503: A rectangular structure/field tower (2 x 10 m) situated on the ridge. The walls, preserved two courses high, were
built of two rows of medium-sized fieldstones and a core of small stones. A partition wall divided the structure into two
rooms.

Site 504: A rectangular structure/field tower (2 x 8 m) whose walls were preserved a single course high.

Site 505: A terrace wall (Length 40 m) built of two rows of stones, without a core. The wall extended along the side of a
hill that sloped to the northeast and was preserved two courses high.

Site 506: A terrace wall (length 40 m), preserved two courses high, which was the northeast continuation of the terrace
wall at Site 505.

Site 507: A rectangular rock cutting (1 x 2 m, depth 1 m).

Site 508: A dwelling cave whose opening was partly blocked by a fieldstone-built wall.
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4. Area Al, quarrying steps
looking north.

6. Area A2, the interior of

Cave 106.

El-Burj
Final Report

Mordechai Haiman 2/9/2009

During October—November 2004, an excavation was conducted north of the EI-Burj village (Permit No. A-4270; map ref. NIG 1901—
16/593-5; OIG 1401-16/093-5), along the route of construction for the separation fence. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of
the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Ministry of Defense, was directed by M. Haiman, with the assistance of E.
Aladjem and N.S. Paran (area supervision) and A. Hajian (surveying).

Three areas (Al, A2, B) were opened over a distance of c. 200 m on the northern slope of the EI-Burj village.
Caves and quarries were exposed, as well as potsherds that dated mostly to the Roman and Byzantine periods
and had been swept into the area. The paucity of finds indicates that this area was on the outskirts of an ancient
settlement, which was probably located within the precincts of the village (c. 0.5 km to the south).

Area Al. Two zones of rock-cuttings (Loci 102, 104; c. 20 x 20 m; Figs. 1-3) were exposed on a bedrock surface. They
included quarrying steps of rectangular bedrock blocks (max. dimension 0.4 x 0.6 m; Fig. 4), severance channels (width
c. 0.1 m) and other rock-cutting marks. A cave opening (L101; 1.30 x 1.65 m) was located on the eastern part of the
bedrock surface. The non-excavated cave was filled with alluvium to c. 1 m high below its ceiling and it appears to have
been used as a dwelling up until c. 50 years ago.

Area A2. A cave (L106) that had a rectangular opening (0.4 x 0.6 m) was discovered c. 50 m northeast of Area Al. A
hewn courtyard (4 x 8 m, depth c. 2.5 m; Fig. 5) fronted the cave, in whose chamber (c. 4 x 6 m, height 1.5 m; Fig. 6)
were a burial kokh and other openings. The cave was not excavated, yet similar burial caves were common to the Late
Roman period.

Rock-cut steps and in situ stone blocks (c. 0.4 x 0.6 m; Fig. 7) in the front of the cave point to its likely usage as a quarry
at a later period.

Area B. A bedrock surface (7 x 8 m) was excavated c. 150 m west of Area Al. Signs of quarrying were visible on the
surface and at its bottom was a natural cave, whose opening (1.1 x 1.7 m) led to an inner cavern (3.0 x 4.5 m).
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3. Area Al, Locus 104, looking north.
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4. Area Al, quarrying steps, looking north.
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6. Area A2, the interior of Cave 106.

7. Area A2, rock-cuttings near opening of Cave 106, looking south.
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El-Burj
Preliminary Report

llan Peretz and Pirhiya Nahshoni 15/9/2009
During July—August 2006, a trial excavation was conducted at the site of El-Burj (Permit No. A-4847; map ref. NIG 19071—
86/59429-46; OIG 14071-86/09429-46), in the wake of paving Highway 358 from Shomeriyya to Moshav Shegef. The excavation,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Department of Public Works, was directed by I.
Peretz and P. Nahshoni (photography, Area A supervision), with the assistance of A. Freiberg (Area B supervision), H. Lavi and Y.
Ohayon (administration), V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying), C. Amit (studio photography), O. Shorr (restoration), C. Hersch
(drawing of finds), Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass), R. Kool (numismatics) and D. Varga, Y. Israel and Y. Baumgarten of the IAA southern
region.

The site is located in the southern Judean Shephelah, at the foot of the Hebron Highlands, c. 2 km northeast of
Shomeriyya and c. 1 km south of Tell Beit Mirsim. The indigenous bedrock is an easily quarried soft limestone.
The region had been surveyed during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries CE; it was surveyed again after
the Six Day war of June 1967 (M. Kochavi, 1968, Archaeological Survey of Judaea, Samaria and the Golan,
Site 203); The crusader fortress was documented (A. Kloner 1982, Two Crusader Sites in the Southern Judean
Shephelah, Tevah V’Aretz 24, p. 256 [Hebrew]) and numerous installations were excavated in 2004-2005 on
the slopes of the hill near the tomb of Sheikh Abu Toq (Permit No. A-4270).

Two areas (A, B) were opened in the current excavation.

Area A was the southern area (c. 94 sq m), where a bathhouse whose remains dated to the Late Roman and Byzantine
periods was excavated. Other buildings were discovered to its north and pottery vessels from the Roman, Byzantine and
Mamluk periods were found.

The large Roman-period bathhouse was built of large dressed stones and included three rooms, as well as a section of
another building that was added to its south in a later phase. The southern and center rooms were probably the
hypocaust and the furnace; the use of the northern room was unclear.

Alterations to the building were done during the Byzantine period. The hypocaust was destroyed and its remains, which
included parts of a mosaic pavement, columns, ceramic pipes and plaster remains, were discarded in the region of the
furnace. A room or tower, built of roughly hewn stones, was added in the southeastern corner.

The meager remains of another wall were exposed to the north of the complex and the remains of a massive structure
were documented to the west of the bathhouse. This was probably a white mosaic-paved pool, which belonged to a
saqgiye well. It seems that the bathhouse went out of use sometime in the Byzantine period and the later remains in the
area were pottery vessels from the Mamluk period.

Area B (170 sqg m) was north of Area A. Remains of two winepresses, a cave or a rock-hewn installation, a pottery
workshop; limekiln remains (?) and scant remains of a building were exposed and several agricultural walls were
examined. Potsherds dating to the Chalcolithic period, the Middle Bronze Age and the Late Roman and Byzantine
periods were found.

A large winepress (5.3 x 9.4 m) from the Early Roman period that included a treading floor and two collecting vats was
exposed on a hilltop in the northeast of the area. Settling depressions were noted at the bottom corners of the collecting
vats and a hewn, plastered central column was in the western vat. The winepress was partly built inside the remains of a
cave or an ancient installation that was bedrock hewn. Three layers of hydraulic plaster were applied to the collecting
vats and the treading floor. The pottery and stone vessels recovered from the winepress indicate that it ceased to be
used in the Early Roman period.

The ancient installation consisted of a plastered staircase and the inside of a cave. Fragments of pottery vessels and
stone vessels that dated to the Chalcolithic period, the Middle Bronze Age and the Early Roman period were found.

The remains from the Byzantine period included three walls of a structure that were built of small fieldstones and
preserved a single course high. The building superimposed the remains of the Roman winepress, mostly the western part
of its treading floor. Meager finds were recovered from the building.

On the southern slope of the hill, south of the winepress, a pottery workshop was located where the remains of a pair of
curved walls that probably functioned as a corridor that led to the kiln’s heating chambers were exposed.

On the northern fringes of Area B was another rock-hewn winepress that consisted of a shallow treading floor and a
shallow channel that led to a rectangular collecting vat. A circular settling depression was in the northern corner of the
collecting vat. Several cupmarks of different sizes were noted on the treading floor and east of the winepress. No datable
finds were discovered.

Remains of walls, some of which were used as enclosure walls, were uncovered to the east of the Roman winepress.
The remains of a plastered pool, a bell-shaped cistern and a well from the time of the British Mandate were documented,
but not excavated. The well included remains of a pumping installation that incorporated stone construction and concrete,
as well as iron or steel rods.

The finds from the excavation contribute important data to the settlement in the area, prior to the construction of the
Crusader fortress in the modern village of el-Burj. The location of the site in Big‘at Yeval, near sources of water, ensured
the existence of a permanent settlement and habitation from as early as the Chalcolithic period; however, most of the
remains were from the Roman and Byzantine periods. The large winepress and possibly the small press as well attest to
a settlement in the Early Roman period. The Roman road from Bet Guvrin to Be’er Sheva' had passed through the region
and the bathhouse was built in this period. Alterations to the bathhouse were done in the Byzantine period, at which time
its operation ceased. A pottery workshop, in which the southern type of bag-shaped jars was manufactured, was built
north of the bathhouse. The farming enclosure walls were probably from this period. The wells and cisterns continued to
be used in the Middle Ages and some of them were adapted for use in the British Mandate and are still used today.
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El-Judeida
Final Archive Report

Yoav Lerer 6/5/2009

During March 2007, a trial excavation was conducted in a cave next to Highway 70, between Judeida and Tal-El Junction
(Permit No. A-5039; map ref. NIG 215241/759312; OIG 165341/259312), prior to widening the road. The excavation,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Israel National Roads Company, was
directed by Y. Lerer, with the assistance of A. Shapiro (GPS) and Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration).

The cave (2.5 x 3.5 m) was damaged in the past when a drainage channel was quarried in bedrock.
While excavating the fill in the cave, human bones were discovered and the excavation was suspended;
hence, it was not possible to obtain a plan of the cave or date the time of its use.
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El-Maghara, Yad Benyamin
Final Report

Dalit Weinblatt Krauz 24/12/2009

During December 1998, a trial excavation was conducted east of Yad Benyamin (License No. B-168/1998; map ref. NIG 184403—
08/634000-05; OIG 134403-08/134000-05), at the bottom a trench for a water pipe. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, was directed by D. Weinblatt Krauz(surveying, photography and drawing).

The trench was dug by the Meqgorot Water Company, west of and parallel to Highway 3, which extends from
Shimshon to Re’em junctions (south of the railroad crossing). The trench damaged the middle of the upper half
of an ancient cistern, whose date is unknown. The cistern, hewn in soft limestone bedrock (Fig. 1), was used as
a refuse pit in the Byzantine period. Although it was not possible to reconstruct its outline, it was feasible to
estimate the circumference of the cistern, which did not exceed 3 m. Numerous and varied potsherds, dating to
looking west. the end of the sixth—seventh centuries CE, were found in the upper 1.5 m of the cistern and included bowls (Fig.
2:1-6), a krater (Fig. 2:7), jars (Fig. 2:8-10), handles (Fig. 2:11, 12), a small bowl (Fig. 2:13), large animal
bones, glass fragments and layers of ash. The last 0.5 m down to the bottom of the cistern consisted of a sand

1. The cistern at the
conclusion of the excavation

'y v deposit that was devoid of finds.
) : Two cavities near the cistern that initially looked like the remains of an underground hiding refuge complex
—— 1 turned out to be geological pockets that resulted from water percolating through the soft limestone.
It can be assumed that the cistern was related to the rich site nearby (HA-ESI 112:98*-100%).
% \ 5 < \ = \‘
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2. Pottery.

1. The cistern at the conclusion of the excavation, looking west.
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2. Pottery.



2. General view, lookin
west.

3. Pottery from the Ottoman
and Mamluk levels.

4. General view, looking east.
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Elrom Junction
Final Report

Hendrik (Enno) Bron 1/1/2009
During February—March 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted near Qibbuz Elrom in the northern Golan Heights (Permit No. A-
5046; map ref. NIG 272677-89/786429—789; OIG 222677-89/286429—789), prior to the setting of an electrical pole. The excavation,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquity Authority and financed by the Israel Electric Company, was directed by H. Bron, with the
assistance of Y. Ya'agqobi (administration), A. Hajian (surveying and drafting), H. Smithline (photography), N. Getzov (pottery
consultation), L. Porat (restoration), H. Tahan (pottery drawing) and workers from the Druze village of Bug‘ata.

The site at Elrom junction is situated c. 200 m south of Qibbuz Elrom, on a small basalt hill, to the west of Road
98. Local residents from the nearby village of Bug‘ata call the site Khirbat el Khazal, after the name of the
deserted Arab village ‘Ein el Khazal that was located near the site.

A single rectangular area (4.00 x 6.25 m; Fig. 1) was opened in the excavation and three levels were distinguished: Level
1 was surface soil with Ottoman building remains; Level 2 was dated to the Mamluk period and Level 3 was above
bedrock and contained Middle Bronze Il pottery.

Level 1 (Fig. 2). At the western side of the area, a wall (W10) was discovered. The wall (length 4.5 m, width 1.15 m),
oriented north—south, was built of undressed basalt fieldstones and preserved two courses high (1 m). Wall 10 was part
of a building, visible on surface and partly covered with modern architectural remains. It was not completely excavated as
it extended beyond the excavation area.

The pottery recovered from the wall and its proximity indicates that W10 was probably constructed during the Ottoman
period (sixteenth-seventeenth centuries CE) and was in use until the village was abandoned in 1967. The pottery
included a large number of Rashaya el-Fukhar potsherds of the later Ottoman period, including a bowl (Fig. 3:1) and a
jug’s neck (Fig. 3:2), originating from South Lebanon (Fig. 3:1, 2).

Level 2. A layer of dark brown soil below the foundation of W10 (L102); it included two walls (W11, W12; Fig. 4) and a
large amount of potsherds. Wall 11(length 1.4 m, width 0.7 m), oriented northwest-southeast, was badly preserved to a
single course high (0.22 m). It was part of the Mamluk level and most likely served as part of a terrace wall. Wall
12,constructed from partly dressed, medium-sized fieldstones, was preserved two courses high (0.3 m). It was oriented
north—south and basically divided the excavation area into two parts. It seems that Wall 12 was part of a retaining or
terrace wall. No floor levels abutted the walls and the potsherds retrieved from their vicinity were dated to the Mamluk
period (thirteenth—fourteenth centuries CE), including bowls (Fig. 3:3, 4), a cooking pot (Fig. 3:5) and a jar (Fig. 3:6), as
well as fragments of two handmade vessels of light brown-orange clay with numerous grits (Fig. 3:7, 8). These vessels
have protruding ledges with dented rope decoration. Although dating to the Mamluk period, they are virtually unknown in
other Mamluk assemblages.

Close to W11 and within the stone collapse, an iron arrowhead was discovered (Fig. 5). It could imply the reason for the
abandonment of the site.

Below L102 was a sterile basalt layer on bedrock (L103).

Level 3. A dark and very compact soil layer (L104) was exposed below Walls 11 and 12, lying directly above bedrock.
This layer (thickness c. 0.2 m) yielded no architectural remains, but contained a large quantity of MB Il potsherds that
consisted mostly of jar rims (Fig. 6:1, 2) and a cooking pot fragment with a rope decoration (Fig 6:3).

The excavation at the Elrom junction shows that the currently excavated area is situated on the fringes of a small tell that
was occupied during the Mamluk and Ottoman periods. The site was apparently larger during these periods than it was
during the MB Age, although the potsherd layer from MB Il is a novelty in the modern research of the northern Golan
Heights.
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3. Pottery from the Ottoman and Mamluk levels.

4. General view, looking east.
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6. Pottery from the MB Il level.



3. Pottery from the Iron Age
Hellenistic and Middle

Roman periods.

4. Wall 3, looking south.

10. Stone collapse (Locus 8
looking north.

15. Slab from bottom of
furnace, covered with layer of
raw glass.
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Ilut
Final Report

Edna Amos 15/2/2009

During October 2007, a trial excavation was conducted in the village of ‘llut in the Lower Galilee (Permit No. A-5266; map ref. NIG
224714/735878; OIG 174714/2358781; Fig. 1), in the wake of exposing ancient remains while building a new house. The
excavation, on behalf of the lIsrael Antiquities Authority, was directed by E. Amos, with the assistance of Y. Ya‘aqobi
(administration), T. Kornfeld (surveying), H. Smithline (photography), M. Hartal (guidance), D. Avshalom (pottery consultation), H.
Tahan (pottery drawing), Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass) and D. Syon (numismatics).

The ancient village of ‘llut is located c. 6 km north of Zippori (Sepphoris), on the northern slope of the hill that
descends toward wadi ‘llut. The flowing spring in the center of the village was probably the core around which
the ancient settlement may have been built. Numerous stone structures, some dating to the Ottoman period, are
still standing in situ. A few open areas are left in the cemetery near the western mosque, where remains of
ancient walls and numerous potsherds from various periods are visible. The village is identified with ‘Ayyatalu
(Z. Safrai, 1981. The Galilee in the Time of the Mishna and Talmud, p. 261). A survey conducted in the village
by D. Edwards, on behalf of Puget Sound University (License No. G-55/2007), documented rock-hewn tombs
and sarcophagi from the Roman and Byzantine periods. To date, no archaeological excavations had been
undertaken within the village.

An area (4.0x6.5 m; Fig. 2) was opened in the center of the village, c. 50 m north of the spring. Dense and well-
preserved building remains that dated to the Hellenistic (end of third—second century BCE), Middle Roman
(second—-third centuries CE) and Byzantine (fifth—sixth centuries CE) periods were exposed. Potsherds dating to
Middle Bronze II, the Iron Age and the Early Roman period were discerned in each of the excavation strata.

Early periods . Potsherds from MB I, such as a krater (Fig. 3:1) and the Iron Age, found in the upper strata, were
apparently swept over from the slope.

Hellenistic period . A wall preserved five courses high (W3; length 2.7 m. width 0.5 m, preserved height 1.9 m; Fig. 4)
was exposed. It was oriented east-west and built of coarsely hewn hard limestone (30 x 38 x 48 cm), with smaller stones
fitting between them and arranged in courses. A floor (L21; Fig. 5) of flat fieldstones (c. 10 x 15 cm) abutted the northern
side of W3. A bronze coin dating to the reign of Ptolemy Il (286—245 BCE; IAA 106436) was found on the floor, as well as
pottery vessels, which were also discovered beneath the floor, including a bowl (Fig. 3:2), cooking pots (Fig. 3:3, 4) and
jars from the Hellenistic period (Fig. 3:5-8). The floor was covered with a layer of soil (L20) after it and W3 were no
longer in use.

Early Roman period . Potsherds dating to the first century CE attest to the settlement’s occupation in this period.

Middle Roman Period . Two construction phases ascribed to this period were discerned. In the early phase, a wall (W17;
length 2.1 m, width c. 1 m, preserved height 1.5 m; Fig. 6) of limestone fieldstones (30 x 30 x 35 cm), was built next to
the northern face of W3. A floor (L19) of tamped chalk abutted it. A niche dug into the floor contained Kefar Hananya-type
bowls (Fig. 3:9-11), a Sikhin-type bowl (Fig. 3:12), a jar (Fig. 3:13) and jugs (Fig. 3:14, 15) that dated to the Middle
Roman period.

In the later phase, surface was leveled with a thick fill layer of soil, building stones and fieldstones (L18) and another floor
of crushed chalk (L15; Fig. 7) was installed. The ceramic artifacts in the fill layer and on Floor 15 were similar to those
recovered from the lower chalk floor (L19).

Byzantine period . The southeastern corner of a building was exposed. A wall (W2; length 3.25 m, width 0.8 m,
preserved height c. 2.5 m; Fig. 8) was built of well-dressed large stones (35 x 40 x 60 cm) with smaller stones between
them that were arranged in courses. The bottom course was built of even larger stones and the western face of the wall
was built of small stones and seems to have been the inside of the wall. The wall was founded within a deep foundation
trench that had cut through the remains of the Middle Roman and Hellenistic periods (L7; Fig. 9). Two courses of large
masonry stones were exposed of the corner wall (W12; length 2 m, width 0.7 m, preserved height 1 m) that was
perpendicular to W2. Collapse of large building stones (L8; Fig. 10) that probably originated from these walls was
exposed inside the structure.

The ceramic finds dated to the end of the Byzantine period and included Late Roman Red Ware bowls (Fig. 11:1-3),
cooking pots and a lid (Fig. 11:4-6) and jars (Fig. 11:7, 8). Fragments of glass vessels that dated to the end of the
Byzantine period or the Umayyad period were also found (Gorin-Rosen, below).

The impressive remains of the wall point to a large building had stood there. It seems that the building collapsed and was
abandoned still within the Byzantine period. It was not possible to evaluate the nature of the building due to the limited
scope of the excavation.

Mamluk period . A short section of a wall, one stone wide (W6; 0.5 x 1.1 m), which was built of different size stones,
some in secondary use, was exposed. The wall was built on the severed western end of W3 (Hellenistic) and rested on
the southeastern corner of the Byzantine building. A crushing stone (memmel) that belonged to an olive press was
incorporated, in secondary use, in the eastern end of W3 (Fig. 12). A shallow channel was hewn across half of the
crushing stone, draining into its center hole. A few potsherds from the Mamluk period were collected, including bowls
(Fig. 11:9, 10) and a cooking pot (Fig. 11:11).

Ottoman period . Two pits (Loci 9, 10; Fig. 13) that were probably used as refuse pits were found. They contained an
assortment of potsherds, including a pipe (Fig. 11:12) and a fragment of a Rashaya el-Fukhar jug (?; Fig. 11:13).

Glass Artifacts
Yael Gorin-Rosen

Forty-three glass fragments were discovered, fifteen of which could be identified and dated. Most of the vessels dated to
the latter part of the Byzantine period. Four vessels from L8 are illustrated, including two rims of wine goblets, one
undecorated (Fig. 14:1) and the other decorated with blue glass trails on the edge of the rim and below it (Fig. 14:2); a
solid base of a wine goblet with a cylindrical stem (Fig. 14:3) and a small fragment of a mixing stick made of a wound
glass trail (Fig. 14:4). The wine goblets are dated to the end of the Byzantine and the beginning of the Umayyad periods.
The mixing stick should be dated to the Umayyad period, although sticks of this kind also occurred in the Early Roman
period.

In addition to the vessels, glass industrial waste was found. It consisted of three different size lumps of raw glass and a
slab from the bottom of the furnace that was covered with a layer of raw bluish greenish glass (Fig. 15). The appearance
of industrial debris, together with glass artifacts that are dated to the end of the Byzantine period, prompt us to suggest
that a workshop for producing glass vessels operated in the settlement at the same time.

Despite the limited scope of the excavation, it is apparent that the modern village of ‘llut is situated on a tell that was
occupied during several periods. The earliest periods—Middle Bronze Il, Iron Age and Early Roman period—were only
represented by ceramic artifacts, although the settlement remains are probably located close by. During the Hellenistic,
Middle Roman and Byzantine periods a dense settlement was at the site. The plethora of finds from the Middle Roman
period, which included bowls and jars that were produced in Kefar Hananya and Sikhin, confirms the existence of a
settlement at a time to which the baraita refers to the Gate Priesthood in ‘Ayyatalu.
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5. Floor 21 below Wall 17, looking south.

6. Wall 17, looking south.
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7. Floor 15 abutting Wall 17, looking east.

-

8. Wall 2, looking northwest.
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11. Pottery from the Byzantine, Mamluk and Ottoman periods.
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12. A crushing stone (memmel), looking north.
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14. Glass artifacts from Locus 8.
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15. Slab from bottom of furnace, covered with layer of raw glass.
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‘En Hemed
Final Report

Rina Avner

(numismatics).

2. Plan and section.

A wall, perpendicular to the stream channel that flows from the ‘En Hemed spring to the southwest and c.
37 m from the southern corner of a Crusader-period building, was discovered (Fig. 2). The wall, built of
large dressed limestone with a core of soil and small fieldstones, was preserved four courses high; three
of them were foundation courses set on bedrock and built of medium and large fieldstones; the fourth
course consisted of carelessly dressed stones. A coin minted in 1949, which was discovered in the core

of the wall, indicates its date. The wall is probably a farming terrace.

15/7/2009

During September 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted within the ‘En Hemed National Park (Permit No. A-5257; map
ref. NIG 21189-92/63368-70; OIG 16189-92/13368-70; Fig. 1), after a wall was discovered when a trench for a sewer was
dug. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Nature and National
Parks Authority, was directed by R. Avner, with the assistance of M. Kunin (surveying), L. Belashov (drafting) and R. Kool
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‘En Tut Interchange
Final report

Murad Anton Tabar 2/9/2009

Al ; During January—February 2006, a trial excavation was conducted along the northeastern fringes of a site near the ‘En Tut
& interchange (Permit No. A-4698; map ref. NIG 204526-56/723924-48; OIG 154526-56/223924-48; Fig. 1), after ancient remains

were discovered during earthworks. The excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Derekh
Eretz Company Ltd., was directed by M.A. Tabar, with the assistance of A. Hajian and T. Kornfeld (surveying and drafting) and T.

Sagiv (field photography).

A number of strata from Iron Il and the Early Roman period, as well as several tombs from the Mamluk period
(Permit No. A-4389) had previously been exposed to the southwest of the current excavation area. Two
excavation squares were opened (Fig. 2), revealing the foundations of a wall from Iron I, which was probably
the remains of a building that belonged to the settlement exposed nearby.

The wide massive wall (W7; length 9 m, width 1.87 m; Figs. 3, 4) was oriented east-west. It was built of fieldstones (up to
0.13 x 0.17 x 0.40 m) in dry construction and founded on bedrock as a series of rectangular ‘boxes’ that were filled with
fieldstones of various sizes and dark brown soil (L112). The northern face of W7 was preserved five courses high,
whereas its southern side had survived to three courses high. The wall had no openings and no stones in secondary use
were found. To the north of the wall was a cluster of different size stones (L107; Fig. 5) that probably collapsed from the

wall.
. B Potsherds were found on either side of the wall (Loci 107, 114), including a bowl (Fig. 6:1), a cooking pot (Fig. 6:2), and
5. Fill on top of bedrock, jars (Fig. 6:3, 4), dating to Iron Il (eighth-seventh centuries BCE).
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2. The excavation area, looking west.
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3. Plan and sections.
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1. Survey map.

‘En Ziwan, Survey
Final Report

Oren Zingboym 16/2/2009
During August—September 2007, a survey prior to development was conducted west of Qibbuz ‘En Ziwan (Permit No. A-
5209; map ref. NIG 27295-332/77817-70; OIG 22295-332/27817-70), prior to the allocation of land for an orchard. The
survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by Moshav Keshet, was directed by O.
Zingboym and A. Shapiro.

The survey (Fig. 1) was carried out in a dolmen field along the lower southwestern slopes of Mount
Avital. A similar survey had been performed nearby in the past (HA-ESI120). Twenty sites with ancient
finds were documented, primarily dolmens, stone heaps, building remains, walls and farming terraces.

1. Stone heap.

2. Farming terrace.

3. Remains of a modern rectangular building (52 sq m), whose opening faces east.
4. Remains of an ancient rectangular building (28 sq m), beneath Building 3.

5. A defensive peripheral trench and military outposts; this system seems to be several hundred years old.
6. Stone heap, possibly a ruinous dolmen.

7. A dolmen enclosed within a peripheral wall, built of a single course of stones.

8. Dolmen.

9. Built wall, possibly ancient.

10. Dolmen (?).

11. Farming terrace.

12. Stone heap (diam. c. 2.5 m).

13. Tops of walls (?).

14. Fence delimiting a new orchard.

15. Farming terrace wall that is built of large stones, possibly ancient.

16. Large stone heap inside an orchard.

17. Small stone heap.

18. Large stone heap inside an orchard.

19. Five elongated stone heaps (length c. 4 m).

20. Pit, possibly ancient.
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Er-Rama
Final Report

Gilad Cinamon 4/5/2009

During July 2007, a trial excavation was conducted at the modern village of Er-Rama (Permit No. A-5175; map ref. NIG
234460-74/760030-42; OIG 184460-74/260030-42), prior to construction. The excavation, on behalf of the Israel
Antiquities Authority, was directed by G. Cinamon, with the assistance of Y. Ya‘agobi (administration), M. Hartal
(archaeological consultation) and laborers from the village of Yafia'.

A single square was excavated in the southern part of the village, adjacent to the remains of a
winepress, residential buildings, a church and a Roman bathhouse (HA 44:7; HA-ESI 113:10%).
Numerous potsherds that dated to the Late Roman period were discovered on surface and the
foundation of a wall, which was not preserved, was uncovered.

Bedrock was exposed at a depth of 2.4 m below surface (354.1 m above sea level) and ground water, which is
part of the aquifer that includes the three nearby springs of ‘En Zarar, ‘En Hadim and ‘En ‘Izzim, emerged.

An ancient, east-west oriented, channel (width 1.5 m, depth 0.33 m) was exposed in the middle of the
excavation area, running its entire length. It was dug into a layer of loose soil, which was a later fill that
comprised medium and large roughly hewn fieldstones, with no potsherds.

Numerous fragments of pottery vessels that dated to the Late Roman period (fourth—fifth centuries CE) were
found above the stones on the surface.

Above the surface in the southeastern part of the excavation area was a uniform surface of flat roughly hewn
stones that served as the foundation of a wall (length 1.2 m), which did not survive. The stones of the wall's
foundation, fragments of glass and pottery vessels, as well as traces of ancient plaster on the roughly hewn
stones were probably the remains of the structure that was not preserved, whose building stones were scattered
across the surface.
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3. Wall 8 and Wall 13
looking south.

4. The water conduit (L2)
looking south.

5. Pottery.
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6. Pottery.

Es-Sawafir esh-Shargiya (Shapira Center)
Final Report

Daniel Varga 5/8/2009

During June—July 2004, a salvage excavation was conducted at Es-Sawafir esh-Shargiya in the Shapira Center, c. 20 m from the
Qastina-Ashkelon road (Permit No. A-4195; map ref. NIG 17230/62309; OIG 12230/12309), following the discovery of antiquities
during infrastructure work. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Megorot
Water Company, was directed by D. Varga, with the assistance of H. Lavi and Y. Haimi (administration), A. Hajian (surveying), T.
Sagiv (field photography) and C. Hersch (pottery drawing).

The village of Es-Sawafir esh-Shargiya had been located in the past on the southeastern bank of Nahal
Lakhish. Remains from the Byzantine period had been exposed in previous excavations at the village of Es-
Sawafir el-Gharbiya (HA-ESI 113:106*~107*; HA-ESI 117).

The excavation area (140 sq m) revealed buildings remains that dated to the Late Roman (third—fourth centuries CE) and
Byzantine (fifth—beginning of seventh centuries CE) periods. Pottery vessels from the Abbasid period (eighth—tenth
centuries CE) were discovered on surface. The limited size of the excavation, which consisted of a strip of half squares
and one square that was excavated in its entirety, hampered the understanding of the site, yet it was possible to evaluate
several of its characteristics.

Throughout all the habitation periods at the site, it seems that the settlement’s buildings were oriented north—south and
constructed according to a proper plan (Figs. 1, 2). The walls of the structures were mostly built of dressed kurkar stones
(0.15 x 0.30 x 0.20 m; Fig. 3), with a few mud bricks. No mud-brick walls survived; however fragments of collapsed mud
bricks were found mostly in the eastern squares. The buildings had stone, plaster or tamped earth floors. On one of the
floors in a building from the end of the Byzantine period were remains of a delicate white mosaic (L8; c. 0.2 m below
surface) that was hardly preserved, except for several tesserae that survived in situ. An aqueduct (L2; width 1.2 m, height
1.35 m; inner dimensions 0.80 x 0.95 m) was exposed below an alley that passed between the houses of the settlement
in the Byzantine period; only its covering protruded above the pavement of the alley. The walls of the aqueduct and its
floor were built of kurkar stones and coated with hydraulic plaster (Fig. 4), whereas its covering consisted of a kurkar and
mortar casting mixture. Potsherds, wadi pebbles and fragments of coins were discerned in the components of the
covering that had partly collapsed. Control openings that were intended to provide access for cleaning the aqueduct were
discovered in the covering.

The aqueduct’s foundation trench was dug at the level of a floor (L17), which abutted the wall of the building to its west.
The course of the aqueduct was parallel to the walls of the structures on either side of the alley (W7 to the east and W8
to the west) and it therefore seems to have been founded together with the building complex and the alley. Based on the
northerly direction of the water flow, the aqueduct’s source was located south of the exposed section.

The poorly preserved remains of an industrial installation (winepress?) and a tabun (diam. 0.7 m) were discovered at the
western end of the area. The installation had a plastered floor that sloped slightly to the west. After the installation was no
longer in use, it was converted into a refuse pit and fragments of pottery vessels from the Byzantine period, mostly
cooking pots and Gaza jars, as well as animal bones were found in it. Several fragments of cooking pots, ash and
organic material were found in the tabun.

Most of the recovered pottery was characteristic of the sixth—seventh centuries CE and included bowls (Fig. 5:1, 3, 4, 6,
7), kraters with a horizontal and wavy combed design (Fig. 5:8-10), a juglet (Fig. 6:11), cooking pots (Fig. 6:1, 2, 5) and
jars, mostly baggy shaped (Fig. 6:6). A few of the vessels dated to the fourth century CE, namely bowls (Fig. 5:2, 5),
cooking pots and a lid (Fig. 6:3, 4), a jar (Fig. 6:7) and amphorae (Fig. 6:9, 10). Pottery vessels, mostly jars that dated to
the Abbasid period (Fig. 6:12), were found on the surface at the eastern end of the excavation, as well as a few glass
fragments and animal bones.

It seems that the settlement, of which only a small part was excavated, existed from the fourth to the beginning of the
seventh centuries CE. It was well-planned and built on top of properly organized infrastructures. Only a few potsherds
that dated to the Abbasid period were found.
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1. Plan and section.
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2. Plans and sections (cont.)
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3. Wall 8 and Wall 13, looking south.
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4. The water conduit (L2), looking south.
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5. Pottery.
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1. Location map.

Eshel Ha-Nasi, Survey in the Junction Area
Final Report

Emil Aladjem 14/2/2009

During July 2006, an archaeological survey was conducted for the Jewish National Fund (Permit No. 4867; map ref. NIG 1717—
27/5792-820; OIG 1217-27/0792-820), prior to preparing the ground for development. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the
Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the JNF, was directed by E. Aladjem, assisted by S. Gal (GPS).

The survey extended across a flat region east of Highway 25, adjacent to Eshel Ha-Nasi Junction. Most of the
area was cultivated and three sites were found.

Site 201 (map ref. 171767/581597). A cistern with a square opening (0.4 x 0.4 m, depth c. 6 m), built of kurkar stones.
Site 202 (map ref. 172406/580554). Remains of a rectangular building (length 20 m, width 10 m), built of undressed
chalk stones. The walls could not be clearly identified because the building was destroyed and most of the masonry
stones visible on surface had been robbed.

Site 203 (map ref. 172618/579228). A cistern (diam. of opening 0.5 m) that was renovated with cement in the modern era
and is still in use to date.
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1. Location of excavation
areas.

3. Square E2 at the end of
excavation, looking west.

5. Surface with crushed

ceramics (L58).

oA

6. Building 2, looking west.
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Eshta’ol
Preliminary Report

Amir Golani and Dan Storchan 1/1/2009

During June—-July 2008, a salvage excavation was conducted along the western side of Highway 38 and north of the Eshta’ol
junction (Permit No. A-5458; map ref. 251383/631928; OIG 131928/151383; Fig. 1). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the
Israel Antiquities Authority and funded by the Public Works Bureau, was directed by A.Golani and D. Storchan, with the assistance
of Y. Lender and Y. Ohayon (administration), M. Kunin and A. Hajian (surveying), T. Sagiv (field photography), O. Ackerman
(geomorphology), A. Nagorsky (district archeologist) and P. Betzer (district archaeological inspector).

The site is located on the western bank of Nahal Eshta’ol, near its junction with Nahal Kesalon. Previous
salvage excavations along the western side of Highway 38, had exposed portions of the site, revealing
settlement remains of Early Bronze Age IB and the Intermediate Bronze Age (HA-ESI 120).

The present excavation (Area F; Fig. 2), adjacent to and northeast of Area E, appears to represent a
continuation of the Intermediate Bronze Age (henceforth IBA) settlement. It included architectural remains along
with ceramic and flint material. Although not found in situ, ceramic and flint artifacts of the Early Bronze period
(henceforth EB) were also found. Three distinct occupational strata of the IBA were identified (Strata IV-II) and
Stratum Il was found to have two building phases.

Stratum IV

The earliest architectural remains were exposed only in a limited area (Sq E2) and included two walls (W218 and W219)
that were separated by a meter-wide gap, interpreted as an entranceway that was later blocked by W212 in Stratum IlI
(Fig. 3). A beaten-earth surface (L62) associated with the base of these walls was found to their south and included a
large flat stone with a hewn circular cup.

Stratum Il

The architectural remains of this stratum comprised two structures of unclear plan.

Building 1 . This structure is scantly defined by a few wall remains. The structure is enclosed to the south by W203/W209
and to the north by the reused W218 of Stratum IV. A large boulder that abutted the western end of W203 may indicate
an additional wall, which possibly continued northward to join W218. A line of flat-topped stones and W212, which formed
a corner with W218, may indicate an eastern division of Building 1. The eastern side of this area, although not clearly
demarcated by a wall and its specific nature could not be determined with any certainty, suggests that the flat-topped
stones functioned as pillar bases, supporting a roofed space further to the east.

An entranceway in W203 (Fig. 4) was built of two large stone jambs, an adjoining stone threshold and a door socket,
indicating the entry was from the south. East of the entranceway and adjacent to the supposed continuation of W203, a
roughly circular built stone installation was revealed. Several beaten-earth surfaces, one of which was integrated around
a bedrock outcrop, were found within the area circumscribed by Building 1. These surfaces contained a limited amount of
ceramic material that may be associated with the IBA.

To the south and parallel to Building 1, another wall (W216) may indicate an alleyway or a side room. Further east, a
beaten-earth surface upon bedrock was found strewn with numerous smashed store jars (Fig. 5). The surface,
associated with Building 1, was observed to run underneath architectural elements of Stratum Il.

Building 3 . To the north of Building 1, partial remains of another building were revealed, consisting of a corner formed by
two roughly built stone walls (W214, W215). Beaten-earth surfaces outside the structure revealed both IBA and EB
ceramics.

Stratum Il

Architectural remains associated with this stratum were identified primarily in the southern portion of the excavated area,
where two building phases (A and B) were defined. A large stone clearance heap that had covered the remains of both
Strata IV and Ill was discovered in the north of the area. This stone pile was attributed to Stratum I, as its stones were
found to directly overlay surfaces associated with Stratum Ill. This fact, in addition to the observation that architectural
remains of Stratum Il were not found in this area, posits the association of the stone heap with Stratum Il as likely,
although not certain.

Building 2

Phase A. The remains of Building 2 were composed of at least three separate rooms (Rooms 1-3) arranged in a row.
The walls of this structure were founded upon an artificial fill of small stones that contained IBA ceramics.

Phase B. In the later phase, Building 2 continued to function along with several architectural additions to its north and
west. Both building phases of Stratum Il could have been contemporaneous with those associated with Stratum IlI,
although the exact nature of any possible coexistence is not completely clear. During Phase B, two walls (W201, W202;
Fig. 6) that formed a corner were constructed and appear to have joined Building 1 to Building 2. The inner corner of
W201 and W202 was strengthened by a fill of stones that created a raised platform, built directly upon a stone fill that
covered the Stratum Il surface. Further additions to the construction of Phase B were found to the west of Building 2 (Sq
Al).

Stratum |

A single wall (W217), badly damaged by modern construction, was exposed at the southern end of the excavation (Sq
A1l). It could not be associated with any of the other strata, yet it clearly post-dated Stratum Il. Lack of any associated
floors prevented its dating.

The present excavation revealed remains of the IBA period and is an extension of the IBA occupation that had previously
been exposed in Areas C and E to the south. The results from these two excavation areas along with the remains
uncovered in Area F imply that the IBA site had possibly existed in a wide and elongated strip along the western bank of
Nahal Eshta’ol. The lack of in situ settlement remains of the EB period in Area F also serves to define the extent of the
EB site, so far identified in the excavation of Areas A, B and D. The general lack of excavated settlements from the IBA
period in the Judean Shefelah highlights the importance of this site in the understanding of this period.
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1. Location of excavation areas.
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4. Entranceway in W203.
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6. BuiId.ing 2, looking west.



1. Location map.

2. The excavation area
looking south.

3. Sections.

A

5. Northern square, looking
southeast.
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Eshta’ol Junction
Final Report

Gideon Solimany 11/3/2009
During November 2005, a trial excavation was conducted next to the intersection at the entrance to Moshav Eshta’ol (Permit No. A-
4624; map ref. NIG 20120-5/63180-90; OIG 15120-5/13180-90; Fig. 1), prior to the widening of Route 38. The excavation,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Department of Public Works, was directed by G.
Solimany, with the assistance of R. Abu Halaf (administration), V. Pirsky (surveying) and a team of the Judea District antiquities
inspectors.

The site is situated at the confluence of Nahal Kesalon, descending from the east and a channel that descends toward it
from the northeast. The site had previously been damaged by electricity and sewer lines, as well as the planting of trees
adjacent to Route 38. Probe trenches at the site exposed a stone level, potsherds and numerous flint implements. Two
excavation squares were opened (each of 4 x 4 m; Fig. 2).

Below a fill of modern soil (L100; Fig. 3), a level of small and medium-sized broken limestone appeared in both squares.
The stone level extended across the entire area of the southern square (L103; Fig. 4) and only in the southern and
western parts of the northern square (L102; Fig. 5). Numerous potsherds and flint implements were found in a horizontal
layer above the stone level, which was dismantled and a dark soil fill that contained a few potsherds and flint emerged
below it.

It seems that most of the ceramic finds dated to Early Bronze | and the stone level belonged to a large settlement from
this period, which was exposed in other excavations at the site (B-311/2006, B-322/2007; HA-ESI 120, HA-ESI| 121).
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2. General view of the site
looking east.

3. Eastern room, lookin

north.

5. Installation in northern
corner of western room

looking north.
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Fakhura
Preliminary Report

Oren Zingboym and Dina Avshalom-Gorni 5/1/2009
During July 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted at Fakhura, northwest of Qazrin in the Golan Heights (Permit No. A-4528;
map ref. NIG 264260/767450; OIG 214260/267450), prior to the installation of an electric pole and the laying of an underground
electric line. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and financed by the Israel Electric Company,
was directed by O. Zingboym and D. Avshalom-Gorni, with the assistance of Y. Ya‘agoby(administration), V. Essman and V. Pirsky
(surveying) and H. Smithline (photography).

The site, which is located on a basalt plain next to the Nahal Meshushim channel, is known from the Golan
survey (Epstein and Guttman 1972. Judea, Samaria and the Golan, p. 269). An excavation had been conducted
at the site (License No. K-7/1972), revealing building remains, fragments of pottery vessels from the second and
third centuries CE, pared lamps and coins as well as a Tyrian coin from the year 182/3 CE (HA 45:1; 47:1
[Hebrew]). The site was resurveyed recently (H. Ben David, 2005. The Jewish Settlement in the Golan during
the Mishnah and Talmud Times in Light of the Finds from the Survey in the Southern Golan Heights. Qazrin. pp.
71-73) and a trial excavation was conducted in its northern part (License No. G-90/2002).

An area (122 sq m; Figs. 1, 2) was excavated; bedrock was exposed in its southeastern part where hardly any finds were
traced, suggesting that this part of the site was located beyond the bounds of the settlement. In the northwestern part of
the area, a section of a building whose walls were built of roughly hewn basalt stones was excavated. A number of rooms
that were connected by doorways and had floors paved with basalt flagstones were exposed (figs. 3, 4). The lower
millstone of an Olynthus mill that was set on top of a built installation was discovered in the southwestern room (Fig. 5).
The finds included fragments of locally produced pottery vessels, cooking pots and cooking bowls, which were similar to
the vessels manufactured at Kefar Hananya and in the Golan workshops, and jars that are also known from local
workshops. In addition, fragments of lamps and a number of coins were found. The artifacts were dated to the second
and third centuries CE.

The building exposed in the excavation, which dated to the second and third centuries CE, was apparently destroyed by
an earthquake at the beginning of the fourth century CE. The excavation finds join previous evidence that was uncovered
in surveys and excavations at the site. The pottery vessels indicate that the residents of the site were Jewish and they
used locally produced vessels. This is consistent with the results of excavations at sites, such as Qazrin and ‘En Nashut,
even though no synagogue remains were found at Fakhura, probably because it did not exist at the time when
synagogues were built in the region.

1. Plan.
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3. Eastern room, looking north.
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Fassuta
Final Report

Hagit Tahan
In March 2005 a salvage excavation was conducted at Fassuta (Permit No. A-4399; map ref. NIG 2292/7728; OIG 1792/2728)

following the excavation of probe trenches in which building stones were discovered. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the
Antiquities Authority with the financial support of the contractor, was directed by H. Tahan Rosen (pottery drawing), with the

participation of Y. Lerer and Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration).
Horbat Pazelet (Khirbat Fasil Danyal) is an ancient tell located within the precincts of the village of Fassuta. In

30/12/2008

Ga the past two tombs and a rich stratum from the Middle Bronze Age Il were excavated there (ESI 9:92) and a
I = cave containing finds from the Early Bronze Age and the Hellenistic period (HA-ESI 119).
1. Plan.
A single square was excavated, at first by means of a backhoe and afterwards manually (Fig. 1). At a depth of 1.2 m,

roughly-hewn covering stones (0.65 x 0.90 m) belonging to at least three cist tombs were exposed; the tombs were not
excavated (Figs. 2, 3). In the northern part of the square a sewage pipe was exposed that had damaged one of the
tombs and shifted some of the stones that covered it. The fill layer above the tombs yielded a cooking pot from the
Roman period (Fig. 4:1), a bowl (Fig. 4:2) and a krater (Fig. 4:3) from the Byzantine period, and bowls (Fig. 4:4, 5) and a

krater (Fig. 4:6) from the Mamluk period.
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3. The cover stones, looking south.
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Ge'alya
Preliminary Report

Amir Gorzalczany 5/5/2009
During September 2006, a trial excavation was conducted at the site of Ge’alya (Permit No. A-4899; map ref. NIG 178129—
774/643303-904; OIG 128129-774/143303-904), in the wake of discovering antiquities while widening Road 410 (Kefar Gevirol—
Yavne junction). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and financed by the Department of Public
Works, was directed by A. Gorzalczany, with the assistance of J. Marcus (area supervision), S. Wadinski (registration), E. Bachar
(administration), T. Kornfeld and A. Hajian (surveying), A. Dagot (GPS), T. Sagiv (field photography), Y. Nagar (physical
anthropology), Y. Assam (mechanical equipment), I. Taxel (survey advisor), R. Vinitzki and L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical
laboratory), P. Gendelman, F. Vitto, M. Avissar and K. Cytryn (pottery reading), M. Molokondov (Tel Aviv district) and workmen from
Qiryat Gat and Rehovot.

The site of Ge’alya (Fig. 1) consists of two ancient ruins, Kh. el-‘Ajjuri to the west of the road and Kh. ed-
Duheisha (BIES 21:199-207; BASOR 350:13-16) to its east. Previous excavations at the site had revealed
tombs from MB I, the Middle Ages and the late sixth century CE (ESI 4:119; 16:89-90).

The excavation area was located on a low hill on the western side of Road 410, east of Moshav Ge’alya. Two
areas were opened: Area A (the northern area) consisted of five squares and Area B (c. 250 m south of Area A)
had a single square (Fig. 1). A cemetery that dated to the later part of the Mamluk or the beginning of the
Ottoman (fifteenth century CE) periods was discovered, as well as tombs and an occupation level that probably
dated to the Roman-Byzantine periods.

Area A

This area was located on the northern gentle spur of the hill. The tombs at the top of the hill were found close to surface
level, whereas the tombs along the northern slope were exposed beneath a thick layer of hamra soil. The latter was
devoid of archaeological finds and probably deposited in modern times, prior to the planting of an olive grove that
covered the area.

Thirteen tombs of three main types, which were oriented east-west and constituted part of a large burial field, were
exposed. Since the tombs were not excavated, it was impossible to draw any demographic conclusions or ascribe the
interred to a specific gender, age or social rank.

Type A. Single-burial graves, built of undressed stones and covered with ceramic jars filled with earth. Stones were
positioned at the edges of the tomb; in one instance, an especially conspicuous stone was probably a burial marker. The
Type A tombs were divided into two subtypes.

Subtype Al . The jars were lying perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the tomb. The jar rims alternately faced north
and south and the jar bodies were set in a fitting arrangement to cover the tomb, e.g., L105 (Figs. 2, 3). It was covered
with six jars of three different types, the easternmost jar lacked handles. A skull and a few neck vertebrae were found
beneath two broken jars in one of the tombs.

Subtype A2 . The covering jars were alternately standing upright and upside-down. The only tomb of this subtype was
L113 (Figs. 4, 5), which included three jars. A stone placed on its narrow side at the eastern end of the tomb was
probably a burial marker.

Type B (Fig. 6). The most common tomb type was a simple cist tomb, oriented east-west and covered with stone slabs
(0.2 x 0.3 x 0.5 m).

Type C (Fig. 7). A skeleton placed in a pit dug in the ground, without any construction or covering. A single tomb of this
type was found. The skeleton was anatomically articulated and several jars were placed nearby, although their
connection to the tomb is unclear.

It should be noted that tombs of Types B and C were located on a higher level than Type A tombs. The cemetery was
probably used over a long period of time; Type A tombs may be representative of an early phase (Mamluk?) while Type
B and C tombs may belong to a later phase (Ottoman?).

Sixteen jars from the Mamluk period were discovered above the various tombs. The jars belong to three main types: bag-
shaped jars (N=10), jars that were used as beehives (N=4; Levant 38:203-212) and sagiye jars (N=2). The bag-shaped
jars are made of light colored fabric with delicate ribbing and have round handles on the shoulder. Some have a
thickened rim or a ridge on the neck of the vessel. This jar is particularly characteristic of the latter part of the Mamluk
and the beginning of the Ottoman periods. Similar jars were found in tombs at Azor (HA-ESI 113:66*-67*, Fig. 151:3-5).
Other finds included a bead (glass?) and a bone comb fragment of the type known from the end of the Byzantine period
and throughout all the Islamic periods (‘Atiqot 46:37-47).

Remains that attested to an earlier phase of the cemetery were found in the northern part of Area A. A pavement of
square flagstones was exposed in the northwestern corner of the area. The ceramic finds included ribbed jars, some of
which were Gaza-type jars that dated to the third—fourth centuries CE. A rectangular burial structure (L132) built of stone
was exposed in another square. The occupation level that abutted the tomb included potsherds from the same period.
However, since the tomb was not excavated, its date is not certain.

Area B

A cist tomb (L220; 0.8 x 1.9 m; wall thickness 0.3 m; Figs. 8, 9) built of ashlar stones (average dimensions 0.20 x 0.25 x
0.60 m) and oriented northwest-southeast was exposed. No covering above the tomb was found and no similar tombs
were detected in Area A, except perhaps for the tomb in the section of one of the squares.

The burial site at Ge’alya represents a new type of cemetery from the end of the Mamluk or the beginning of the Ottoman
periods (fifteenth century CE). The use of intact pottery vessels to cover the tombs has not been fully documented in the
literature. Similar tombs were discovered at Azor, Kafr ‘Ana (Or Yehuda) and in the vicinity of Ramla (TAU Salvage
Excavation Reports 4; Permit No. A-4854). This apparently is a phenomenon characteristic of the central Coastal Plain in
the Late Islamic period. The results of the excavations at Ge'alya contribute important data to the study of funerary
customs in the Late Islamic period.



261/1510

f‘ g‘?;:f% ) /7 “‘//;/2{ 1~ ..m.'!’_‘?%\-
/
/ L

alatly 7 7 simaz oo ' .
/. (£ S Kefar Gevirol A i
/¢ oot S0 L < :
-. i b S k@—?’?’//(//; 7,
// . 4 I:(il"nl,‘-'ﬂ, ! 1 7 //-' ey /Jé
; ~ |
A" “\/4{
n7ann A
'~_H'I'he excavation '-.'i
(I
__H',’___ i
|
4
NP — km

176
(N
i TS
X
18
1K

et (R e
¥l \ ‘_Imul_!-ﬂ:

A% ' %
S S o e
N AP | et "Oved |
™, L i

\\\/- Lt |
A 2;”( ﬂj . -|.=|
‘?lﬁ l:‘JI. ','1- f‘l‘\' = "-!
RS P4

b ] i '
S o y

Nes Zivvona |

/ffé__\x - iy
B g/ﬁ’s»‘z___;’/’ f ' / 1
A WY | /
ek b [ f

A S (S
7 N TetShalafl|

=

1. Location map.

2419  24.08 2421
2387 \ | 23.86 |23.84

B1016 B1017

n0
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5. 'i'omb 113, looking southeast.
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6. Tom 114 (Type é), looking south.
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7. Tomb 134 (Type C), looking west.
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8. Area B, Tomb 220, plan and section.
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9. Area B, Tomb 220, looking west.
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Giv'at Avni (South)
Final Report

Butrus Hana 8/1/2009

During March 2006, a salvage excavation was conducted c. 1 km south of Giv‘at Avni (Permit No. A-4760; map ref. NIG
24075-135/74123-65; OIG 19075-135/24123-65), prior to the construction of a youth village.

Two squares (50 sq m) were excavated 50 m apart. Close to a stone clearance heap in the western part of the
southern square was a layer of brown clay soil with a few small and medium-size fieldstones, which contained
several potsherds from the Roman period. A layer consisting of brown agricultural soil and a few fieldstones was
excavated in the eastern part of the square.

A stone clearance heap (10 x 12 m; height c. 1 m) in the northern square was composed of small and medium-
sized stones. Agricultural soil that had been deposited on bedrock was exposed below the stone heap.
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1. Survey map.

Giv'‘at Hamudot, Survey
Final Report

Yoav Lerer 14/6/2009

During October 2007, a survey prior to development was conducted in the northern part of Givat Hamudot and in adjacent
agricultural areas (Permit No. A-5251; map ref. NIG 213480-4638/772113-4548; OIG 163480-4638/272113-4548), prior
to the construction of a new residential neighborhood. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority
and underwritten by the Ministry of Construction and Housing, was directed by Y. Lerer, with the assistance of E. Stern
(surveyor) and A. Shapiro (GPS).

Two low chalk hills (Northern—Spot Height 74; Southern—Spot Height 79.9) and a valley with alluvium
soil, which extends south of Nahal Bezet and west of the hills, were surveyed. The region had been
surveyed in the past within the Archaeological Survey of Israel (Map of Akhziv [1] and Map of Hanita [2],
p. 123). One hundred and ten sites were discovered (Fig. 1); the soft chalk bedrock was utilized for
quarrying building stones, as well as hewing different agricultural installations and a water reservoir.
The remains of three settlement sites were also recorded. The installations are described below (Tables
1, 2):

Table 1. Installations on the southern hill

Installation Number [|Site No. (Fig. 1)

Winepresses 3 1,5,49

Ashlar-stone quarries 37 2,4,8,10, 11, 12, 14-32, 35-45, 48
Farming terrace 1 3

Hewn caves 6 6,7,9,13, 33, 46

Limekiln 1 34

Stone heap 1 A7

Cup marks 2 50

Tether installation 1 51
Table 2. Installations on the northern hill

Installation Number [|Site No. (Fig. 1)

Ashlar-stone quarries (scattered 40 52, 54, 55, 57, 58, 60, 65-67, 70-73,
across 15 dunams) 75-81, 83-86, 89, 92-98, 101-108
Hewn caves 6 53, 56, 64, 69 (see below)
Farming terrace 1 61

Rock-hewn winepress 1 62

Limekiln 1 63

Water reservoir 1 90/91 (see below)

Tether installation 1 99

Since only a small part of the cave’s chamber was examined in those caves where signs of rock-cutting were
detected, it was not possible to determine whether the caves were used for quarrying chalk stones, for dwelling,
or for burial. However, in Cave 53, located at the foot of the western slope of the northern hill, signs of quarrying
were clearly apparent on the inside walls, which seem to indicate that it was used as an underground olive
press. The water reservoir (Nos. 90/91; c¢. 100 cu m), hewn in the northern slope of the hill, was completely
plastered and comprised two cavities (4.0 x 4.5 m and 3.0 x 3.5 m, height c. 3 m). A rock-hewn staircase paved
with tesserae led to the northern one. A narrow passage was hewn between the northern and southern cavities
and a shaft was cut in the ceiling of the southern cavity for drawing water.

The remains of three settlement sites included sections of walls and heaps of ashlar stones on the surface at the
top of the northern hill (No. 59, 68, 74, 82, 87, 88); the collected pottery fragments were dated to the Roman
period. Settlement remains (No. 109) from the Hellenistic period, first observed in the survey of the Map of
Hanita (Site No. 81.2), extended across an area of c. 2 dunams in the valley, which is planted today with
bananas. The third site is a prehistoric settlement (No. 110), also known from the survey of the Map of Hanita
(Site No. 80.2). It extends over an area of c. 10 dunams north of the northern hill and south of Nahal Bezet; it
was excavated by O. Marder in 2003 (Permit No. A-4010) and was dated to the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B-C,
Pottery Neolithic and the Early Chalcolithic periods.
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Giv'‘at Pazra, Survey on the Southeast
Final Report

Oren Zingboym 16/2/2009
During October 2007, a survey prior to development was conducted southeast of Giv‘at Pazra in the Golan Heights (Permit No. A-
5278; map ref. NIG 2784-91/7680-915; OIG 2284-91/2680-915), prior to the allocation of land for agriculture. The survey,

undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the World Zionist Organization, was conducted by O.
Zingboym and A. Shapiro.

The survey (c. 500 dunams; Fig. 1) was conducted along a basalt plain that gently descends to the west, within
the precincts of an extensive dolmen field. The survey area is divided by a path, leading to a well that belongs to
the Méy Golan Association. The area to the south of the path had been prepared and cleared of stones over
many years and only a few ancient remains were preserved on that side. Only a few stones were cleared from
the area to the north of the path and therefore, more ancient remains had survived. Eighteen sites with ancient
finds, including field walls, animal pens and stone heaps, were documented.

. A'long field wall.

. Stone heap (diam. 2.5 m).

. Small stone heap.

. A field wall built in a naturally high area.

Stone heap (diam. ¢. 3 m).

. Concentration of twelve stone heaps of different sizes, probably piles of stone clearance.

. Concentration of seven stone heaps, probably piles of stone clearance.

A circular field wall (diam. c. 4 m).

. A large stone circle (diam. c. 40 m) that may delineate an animal pen. Several small stone heaps were documented
inside the circle.

10. A dolmen enclosed within a circle of stones (Fig. 2). A tree is growing in the middle of an open, plundered burial cell;
the cover stones are lying alongside the cell.

11. A built stone circle (diam. c. 5 m), probably a robbed and ruinous dolmen.

12. A ruinous dolmen enclosed within a stone circle (diam. ¢. 3 m; Fig. 3).

13. A field wall delineating an animal pen (diam. c. 15 m).

14. A field wall delineating an animal pen (diam. c. 25 m).

15. Two dolmens enclosed within stone circles, which were partially preserved (Fig. 4). The burial cell of one of the
dolmens was robbed and the cell of the other was filled with soil and open, without any cover stones (2.0 x 2.8 m).

16. A field wall that delineates an animal pen, within which several small stone clearance heaps were documented.

17. A low stone heap that may be a robbed and ruinous dolmen.

18. Stone heap (diam. c. 4 m).

CONOUTAWNER
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1. The survey map.
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Giv'‘at Rabi (East), Survey

Final Report
Hamudi Khalaily and Ofer Marder 14/2/2009
b e h 7 : During October 2006, a survey prior to development was conducted in the eastern part of Giv‘at Rabi (Jebel al-‘Ayin; Permit No. A-

4921; map ref. NIG 2260-70/7366—72; OIG 1760-70/2366—72), where the Nazareth industrial zone is slated to be built. The survey,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and financed by the Government Development Company, was directed by H.
Khalaily and O. Marder, with the assistance of S. Golan and O. Barzilai (field survey) and A. Shapiro (surveying).

Sites from the Wadi Rabah culture of the Late Neolithic period were discovered in the vicinity of Giv'at Rabi (S.
Sadeh. 1994. Pottery of the 5th Millennium BC in Israel and Neighbouring Regions. Ph.D. diss., Tel Aviv
University, pp. 134-137). At the foot of the hill, remains dating to Early Bronze | were uncovered (Permit No. A-
4648) and when the ‘llut Junction was being widened, a rich habitation layer that dated to the Pre-Pottery
Neolithic B and included knapping pits and remains of buildings was exposed (License No. 137/1995). Recent
excavations at nearby ‘En Zippori (HA-ESI 117) revealed a settlement level from the Late Neolithic period/Wadi
Rabah culture.

To the east of the ‘llut road, the region had not been previously surveyed but several probe trenches dug in the area
caused severe damage to several knapping pits that contained vast numbers of cores and waste material. A preliminary
examination of the trench sections revealed that these knapping pits dated to the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B and were
located in a leveled area covered with a high density of flaked flint. The exposure of the pits and the flint density
necessitated a thorough survey whose aims were to locate prehistoric sites; to characterize the sites and the centers of
activity in the area where the worked flint is extensively scattered and to identify the flint industry and its chronological
association.

The area was divided into ten plots (1-10; Fig. 1), which were measured by GPS and separately surveyed; the finds were
sampled and recorded on a map. The survey of the agricultural area proved inefficient and required a random sampling
of the density of the finds and their preliminary sorting, to locate the main activity center and areas with scattered flint that
were not necessarily within the site’s limits. The probe trenches were marked and measured and their finds were
examined within the framework of the different plots.

2. Plot 3, finds from knappin
pits.

Plot 1

A plowed plot of triangular shape, whose base is in the west and its surface is leveled and higher than the surrounding
area. A high-density flint scatter of c. 220 items per sq m was found. The plot was sampled in two spots (11, 12) and the
flint scatters revealed in both were identical. The preliminary sorting shows that most of the flint items (72%) are rolled
natural chunks, while the flaked items constitute 28% of the sorted finds. These include Neolithic artifacts (bipolar cores,
bi-facials and a polished axe), as well as those of the Mousterian culture (Middle Paleolithic period).

= w

3. Plot 8, Mousterian finds.

Plot 2

A recently cultivated plot whose outline is rectangular and its area is ¢. 8 dunams. Like Plot 1, it is also covered with flint.
The distribution is less dense and the items are larger, but without chips. The plot was sampled in three spots (21-23)
and the density of the finds was c. 180 items per sq m, of which 145 were natural items and the rest—flaked. The finds
were mixed and their date is similar to the finds of Plot 1.

Plot 3

The plot is square and 0.5 m lower than Plot 2. Its western part is situated within the declared antiquities area and its
eastern part is located along its fringes. The surface descends gently to the south, toward the wadi. The flint density is
especially high as is the number of worked flint implements. The finds are homogenous and mostly man-made. The high
number of bifacial items and cores in various stages of preparation should be noted. Three probe trenches, aligned
north—south, were dug (101/1-3), damaging a large number of knapping pits. Two knapping pits of naviform cores were
damaged in Trench 101/1 (Fig. 2) and in Trenches 101/2, 101/3, three knapping pits were harmed. The distance between
the pits did not exceed 1 m and their depth is presumed to be similar.

Plot 4

This plot, to the west of Plot 3, is its natural continuation. A rocky hill on its western border has a soil cover whose
thickness does not exceed 0.4 m. The plot’s area is c. 8 dunams and in spite of its stone clearance and cultivation, it was
covered with a high density of flint. Two probe trenches (102/1, 102/2) were dug in the plot and knapping pits were noted
at their northern ends. The finds included mostly knapped flint products, among them numerous cores that were
discarded in various stages of production, mainly perform and exhausted cores. In addition, many bifacial tools that were
discarded in different stages of production were identified. The high density of flaked flint, as well as the presence of
several knapping pits indicates that intensive prehistoric activity took place in the area of the plot, including both
knapping, shaping tools and dumping into waste pits; hence, it seems that the center of the site was located in this plot.

Plot 5

This plot is situated on a low rocky hill whose eastern and western slopes were moderate compared to its steeper
southern slopes. The hill is covered with seasonal vegetation that caused difficulties in performing a systematic survey.
That notwithstanding, a number of installations, wall stumps and a large stone clearance heap (5/1), whose stones were
apparently gathered originally from a nearby field, were located at the top of the hill. Limestone bedrock with elongated
flint lenses was exposed in several places and many natural flint chunks were scattered nearby.

Plots 6, 7

These two plots in the western part of the area differ in their soil and finds. Topographically speaking, Plot 6 is similar to
the previous plots. It is leveled, except for its northeastern corner, which is in the hill area of Plot 5. On its higher part, a
stone clearance heap (6/1) and the remains of a square building (6/2) nearby, are found. The flint artifacts are of average
density and their concentration is well defined (c. 2 dunams). The majority of the flint is natural chunks; however, items of
the Mousterian industry were also identified.

Plot 7 lies next to the approach road leading to ‘llut. The soil is a dark colored sediment and judging by the nature of the
finds (Pottery Neolithic), it seems that this plot is, in fact, the continuation of the Giv‘at Rabi site, west of the road.

Plot 8

This plot is parallel to Plot 1 in the southern part of the surveyed area. Crossing the center of the plot is a broad, east—
west oriented, drainage ditch, which was mostly dug in heavy clayey soil (terra rossa), but has a pale yellow spot that
stands out prominently in its middle, which contained a large amount of flint (8/1). An examination of the spot raised the
possibility that this was an ancient stream channel that flowed from south to north and mostly drained flint into it. Analysis
of the flint revealed that this was a homogenous assemblage that included cores (Fig. 3), waste material and numerous
tools from the Middle Paleolithic period (the Mousterian culture). The flint was not abraded and its sharp ends indicate
that the Mousterian site was most likely in the immediate vicinity of the stream, whose channel probably flowed into the
area of the site.

Plots 9, 10
These two plots, on the southern side of the surveyed area, are cultivated and have a thick clayey soil (in excess of 2 m
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deep); both plots have no archaeological remains.

Three important prehistoric sites and numerous flint localities were documented in the survey:

(1) A unique knapping site from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B in Plots 3 and 4. The finds in the waste pits provide an
excellent tool for the reconstruction of the knapping technologies during the PPNB.

(2) A Pre-Pottery Neolithic and Pottery Neolithic site in Plot 7 and in part of Plot 6, most likely along the eastern fringes of
the Giv‘at Rabi-‘llut site. The new road divided between the western and eastern parts of the site.

(3) A well-defined locality in Plot 8 with finds from the Mousterian culture.
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1. Survey map.
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5. Collecting Vat 127, lookin

south.

6. Niches in W5, looking
north.

8. Area A, pottery.

Giv‘ati Junction
Final Report

1/9/2009

During July—August 2004, a salvage excavation was conducted near Giv‘ati Junction in the western Negev (Permit No. A-4212; map
ref. NIG 16816/61799; OIG 11816/11799; Fig. 1), prior to the widening of Highway 35. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the
Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Department of Public Works, was directed by N.S. Paran, with the assistance of
Y. Haimi and E. Aladjem (administration), V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying) and C. Hersch (drawing).

Nir-Shimshon Paran

The excavation was located c. 20 m north of a potter’s kiln (‘Atiqot 42:43*-50*) and c. 1 km southeast of Giv'at
Arnon (Kh. ‘Ajjis er-Ras; Permit Nos. A-854, A-1251), where a Byzantine settlement was partially exposed; it
included an industrial winepress that was excavated and reconstructed.

Two areas were opened; a winepress that probably dated to the Byzantine period (sixth—seventh centuries CE)
was uncovered in Area A and in Area B, c. 20 m west of Area A, a number of walls that did not form a coherent
plan, the base of a tabun and a refuse pit of a pottery workshop from the latter Byzantine period (sixth—seventh
centuries CE), were exposed.

Area A

An industrial winepress that consisted of several components was exposed (Fig. 2).

The pavement in the two cells (L128, L142; 1.5 x 3.0 m) consisted of mortar bedding on a lime base, with stone slabs
above it that were mostly robbed. The floors slanted to the east at a 3% gradient. The walls of the cells, built of fired mud
bricks (5 x 25 x 25 cm), were coated with hydraulic plaster whose lower part overlapped the margin of the paving slabs.
The northern cell (L142; Fig. 3) was enclosed within Wall 15 on the north (length 3.75 m, width 0.25 m, height 0.2-0.3 m),
Wall 14 on the west (length 1.7 m, width 0.25 m, height 0.20-0.25 m) and Wall 10 on the south (length 3.75 m, width 0.25
m, height 0.15-0.25 m). The walls were preserved three—six courses high.

The southern cell (L128) was similar in construction and measurements to Cell 142 and its walls (W9, W17, W18) were
preserved four—nine courses high (0.20-0.45 m). The two cells were bordered by Wall 12 on the east, preserved three—
five courses high (length 5.75 m, width 0.45-0.50 m, height 0.15-0.25 m), in which the remains of two channels that
connected between the cells and the treading floor were discerned.

The space between W10 of Cell 142 and W9 of Cell 128 was blocked with a wide wall of medium fieldstones (W11,
length 3.6 m, width 1.2-1.3 m), whose western end was incorporated within the exterior wall of the winepress, preserved
three—six courses high (W4; length 8.8 m, width 0.50-0.65 m, height 0.4—-0.8 m).

Soil fill (L144) to the north of Cell 142 contained numerous potsherds. A concentration of fieldstones at the western end
of L144 was probably wall remains, although the exposed section was too small to determine if it extended beyond the
excavation area.

The southwestern part of the treading floor (Loci 124, 133; presumed measurements 4.7 x 6.5 m, 6.5 x 6.5 m) was
exposed. The northern part was not excavated and the eastern part had been destroyed by earthmoving works. The
pavement of the floor was robbed, but the bedding survived with imprints of the stone slabs. The treading floor sloped
southward (2.5% gradient). Wall 12 in the west and Wall 13 in the south, preserved five—eight courses high (length 4.2 m,
width 0.50-0.55 m, height 0.25-0.40 m), were built of fired mud bricks and coated with hydraulic plaster whose lower part
overlapped the margins of the floor slabs.

A round recess (L130; Fig. 4) in the center of the treading floor was intended for a stone screw base (not found). A
plastered channel (L141; length 3.5 m, width 0.2-0.3 m, depth 0.4-0.6 m, 3% gradient) extended from the recess to the
settling vat, crossing W13 where it was damaged. It seems that originally, he channel was covered with the pavement
slabs of the treading floor. Another opening at the base of W13 was probably used for a pipe that also linked the treading
floor to the settling pit.

The settling pit was only partially exposed in its northern part (L121; 1.4-1.6 x 1.5 m). It had a trapezoid plan and its floor
consisted of stone slabs that were coated with hydraulic plaster (thickness 4 cm), probably as a repair. A circular recess
in the center of the pit (diam. 0.2 m, depth 0.15 m) was the lower part of a clay jar, embedded in the floor. The settling pit
was enclosed within Wall 8 on the west (length 1.75 m, width 0.70-0.75 m, height 0.5 m), Wall 7 on the east (length 1.8
m, width 0.45 m, height 0.4 m), preserved seven—nine courses and a mud-brick built step along W13 on the north. The
pit's walls were coated with hydraulic plaster.

A collecting vat on each side flanked the setting pit. The channels leading to the collecting vats were not exposed,
probably because they were in the southern part of the settling pit that was not excavated. Only the northern part of the
western collecting vat (L127; Fig. 5) was excavated. It had a rectangular shape (2.4 x 3.0 m, depth 1.3 m) and its floor
and walls were coated with hydraulic plaster. Two concentric and plastered depressions (L136; diam. 0.3 and 1.2 m,
depth 0.3 and 0.4 m respectively) were cut in the center of the floor. A step was built around the vat, continuing the top
level of W8. At the western end of the vat was a working surface (1.2 x 1.4 m), whose elevation corresponded to that of
the step.

Only the northwestern corner of the eastern collecting vat (L122) had survived; it was apparently similar to the Vat 127.
Between the step around Vat 127 and Cell 128 was a thick wall (W5; length 3.4 m, width 1.1-1.2 m, height 0.6 m), built of
fieldstones. Two circular niches (Loci 140, 146; diam. 0.9 m, height of base 0.2 m; Fig. 6) were in the southern side of the
wall; the western (L140) was plastered and the eastern (L146) was blocked with stones.

The ceramic finds from Area A, mostly dating to the end of the Umayyad and the Abbasid periods (end of the eighth—
ninth centuries CE), included small bowls and bowls with incurved or upright rims (Fig. 8:1-5), bowls with an upright wall
(Fig. 8:6-9), kraters with an inverted thickened rim and a wavy pattern below it (Fig. 8:10, 11),

ampulla of cooking-ware fabric (Fig. 8:12), Khirbat el-Mafjar jugs and juglets (Fig. 8:13-15), jars (Fig. 8:16-19) and a
flask (Fig. 8:20). However, a small number of potsherds, mainly jars from the Byzantine period, point to a mixed fill that
penetrated into the winepress from the adjacent site after the press was no longer in use.

Area B

The area (Fig. 7), located to the west of the winepress, was severely damaged by earthmoving works, hence no coherent
plan of the remains could be formed. A number of walls and between them—the base of a tabun and a refuse pit, which
contained numerous potsherds that apparently derived from a pottery workshop, were discovered.

A wall (W1; length 3.4 m, width 0.65-0.75 m, height 0.15-0.25 m) at the northern side of the square was oriented east—
west. Another wall (W2; length 9.25 m, width 0.6—0.7 m), preserved up to two courses high, was parallel to and c. 1.75 m
south of W1.

The base of an elliptical tabun (L112; 1.0-1.2 m) full of ash, whose perimeter consisted of small stones, was found
between the western ends of these walls.

A pit (L110), adjacent to the center of W2 northern side, was filled with jar fragments to its top, most likely the debris of a
pottery workshop.

Abutting the eastern part of W2 from the south was another wall (W16; length 1.8 m, width 0.75 m, height 0.25 m),
preserved two courses high. The western side of W16 and the southern side of W2 were coated with hydraulic plaster,
indicating perhaps that this was a levigating pool of a pottery workshop. The eastern end of W2 intersected with W6
(length 1.3 m, width 0.7 m, height 0.1-0.2 m) that continued north and the refuse pit (L110) seems to have reached it.

The ceramic finds from Area B included a large number of Gaza jars from Refuse Pit 110 that dated to the latter part of
the Byzantine period (sixth—seventh centuries CE).
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The exposed building remains in the current excavation constituted part of an industrial compound that most likely
belonged to the Byzantine settlement on Giv‘at Arnon. It seems that Refuse Pit 110 in Area B was associated with the
kiln that had been exposed in the past. It also seems that at least some of the installations, particularly the winepress,
continued to be used in the Early Islamic period.
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1. Location map.
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2. Area A, plan and sections.
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5. Collecting Vat 127, looking south.

6. Niches in W5, looking north.
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8. Area A, pottery.



1. Stratum VI, floors and a

wall from Stratum 1V, looking
northwest.

2. Stratum VI, artifacts, from

right: a sickle blade, obsidian
bladelet and arrowheads.

i :
3. Stratum V, chalk floor and
two burials beneath it.

looking southwest.

4. Amphoriskos fragment.
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Ha-Gosherim
Preliminary Report

Nimrod Getzov 14/9/2009

During December 2007-January 2008, a limited trial excavation was conducted at the Ha-Gosherim site (Permit No. A-5323; map
ref. NIG 2585/7923; OIG 2085/2923), prior to the installation of an electric pole. The excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities
Authority, was directed by N. Getzov, with the assistance of A. Grishna (field registration), Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), A. Shapiro
(GPS), E. Bron (preliminary inspections), Y. Nagar (physical anthropology), D. Syon (numismatics) and M. Hartal (guidance).

Previous excavations at the site had revealed habitation strata that ranged in date from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic
C until the end of the Early Chalcolithic periods (HA-ESI 110:2*-3*; HA-ESI 118).

The current excavation was carried out along the fringes of the site, at the top of a slope east of Nahal Koren.
Evidence of habitation, present throughout all six strata that had been discovered in previous seasons, was
exposed in the opened rectangular area (c. 4 x 8 m).

Stratum VI (Pre-Pottery Neolithic C period). Evidence of this period was only found in a very limited area. Three
superposed floors of small stones were discerned (Fig. 1). Since virgin soil was not clearly exposed, it could not be
determined with certainty that no earlier remains had existed in this area. The three habitation levels, one above the
other, reinforce the supposition that the Pre-Pottery Neolithic settlement at the site extended over a prolonged period of
time.

Noteworthy finds from this stratum were deep and densely denticulated sickle blades, obsidian bladelets and arrowheads
(Fig. 2).

Stratum V (Pottery Neolithic period). Two floors were discerned; below the bottom one, two individuals were buried in a
flexed position (Loci 986, 998; Fig. 3). Numerous fragments of pottery vessels were discovered, including an
amphoriskos that attested to ties with the Lodite culture (Fig. 4).

Stratum IV (beginning of the Early Chalcolithic period). The corner of a building, abutted on the outside by a floor, was
exposed. Most of the building was beyond the limits of the excavation and the finds from this period were meager.
Stratum Il (Early Chalcolithic period). Only a small number of potsherds could be ascribed to this layer.

Stratum Il (end of the Early Chalcolithic period). A rich accumulation, containing potsherds and stone tools, but no
architectural remains, was discovered. The importance of the finds from this period is considerable, since only a few
artifacts from this period had been found in previous excavations.

Stratum I. A Roman coin from the middle of the fourth century CE was found on surface.

A vertical accumulation of assemblages from all the known strata at the site is unique to this area; assemblages of only a
few strata were found in most other areas.
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2. Stratum VI, artifacts, from right: a sickle blade, obsidian bladelet and arrowheads.
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3. Stratum V, chalk floor and two burials beneath it, looking southwest.
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4. Amphoriskos fragment.
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1. Plan.

2. Pottery.

Hadera, Bet Eli ‘ezer
Final Report

Abdallah Masarwa 9/3/2009
During February—March 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted in the Bet Eli‘ezer neighborhood of Hadera (Permit No. A-5044;
map ref. NIG 194583-610/704315-31; OIG 144583-610/204315-31), prior to paving a road. The excavation, undertaken on behalf
of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Ziyyune Derekh Company, was directed by A. Masarwa (photography),

with the assistance of S. Ya‘agov-Jam (administration), V. Essman (surveying), M. Shuiskaya (pottery drawing) and M. Peilstocker
(guidance and dating of ceramic finds).

The excavation was located in a flat area covered with hamra soil, south of the Nahal Hadera channel. Previous
excavations nearby exposed the remains of a winepress that was paved with a mosaic (ESI 20:39*—40%).

An excavation square was opened, revealing an east-west oriented wall (W510; length 3.4 m, width 0.3 m; Fig. 1) that
was built of a single row of ashlar stones. The wall, preserved a single course high, was partly damaged as a result of
modern infrastructure work. Jar fragments that dated to the Byzantine period (sixth—seventh centuries CE; Fig. 2) were
recovered from the wall, between the stones and from either side of it. The function of the wall could not be determined
because of the limited scope of the excavation and the modern disturbances.
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Haluzit, Survey
Final Report

Pirhiyva Nahshoni_and Emil Aladjem 21/6/2009

During April 2006, an archaeological survey was conducted in an area scheduled for the establishment of the Halutsit 1 and 4,
Shelomit and ‘Atsmona settlements (Permit No. A-4770; map ref. NIG 1328-70/5592—-640; OIG 0828-70/0592—640), prior to
preparing the area for cultivation. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Jewish
National Fund, was conducted by E. Aladjem and P. Nahshoni, with the assistance of S. Gendler, |. Peretz and O. Feder
(surveyors), C. Amit (studio photography) and C. Hersch (drawing).

An area covering 11,500 dunams (Fig. 1), which extends south of the area that had been surveyed the previous
year (HA-ESI 121), was surveyed. The area, like the former one, is characterized by moderately stable sand
dunes that are separated by shallow valleys oriented generally east-west (Fig. 2). Numerous remains of
shepherd encampments scattered in the area evidence intensive grazing that has transpired in the region since
the end of the Ottoman period. Twenty sites were inspected; three of the sites (7, 9, 12) had no archaeological
finds, whereas in the rest, potsherd and flint flake scatters, without any building remains, were found. These
sites were therefore used as temporary encampments, most of which were multi-period. This region of the
country is conducive for grazing and traveling; in addition to the shepherds and their flocks, caravans probably
passed through the region on their way to Gaza. Probe trenches dug with a backhoe at each of the sites yielded
no archaeological remains beneath the sand dunes; yet, this is insufficient to determine conclusively that no

2. Surface level characteristic

other sites, which are not visible on surface, occur in the region.

Following is the description of the surveyed sites:

of the survey region and Site - |Imap
14, looking west. Site | peferences Site Date of finds (periods)
No.
(NIG)
Potsherds scattering (diam.
1 |1133537/563830 [[5-10 m) in a natural hollow Early Islamic
. N between the sand dunes
— I Vi Stone-built hearth and lumps
— of burnt potsherds, with a
f ] '
N . 2 ||132864/563802 potsherd scattering (diam. 15
{ m)
. ’ Early Islamic and Ottoman;
3. Pottery. — e ’
ofte 3 | 135546/563102 fgt;';erd scattering (diam. 5= iz ich ‘Mandate era (black
Gaza ware)
Scattering of flint flakes and  [|Paleolithic; Iron I: jar (Fig.
potsherds (length 100 m, 3:5), Byzantine: LRC bowl
a5 135669- width 10—15 m) on a plain (Fig. 3:8), jar (3:9); Early
785/561751-801 [protected from the wind by a ||Islamic: jar (Fig. 3:10);
ridge that rises above it to the (|British Mandate era: balck
north Gaza jars (Fig.
' Ottoman,; British
Scattering of broken pottery '
4. Site 13, millstone. 6 |[136504/562614 |\ csels (diam. 10 m) Mandate era (black Gaza
ware)
Small mounds of sand
7 |135850/562409 |Ichecked by a backhoe; no
antiquities were found
8 |135615/562330 n':)mSherd scattering (diam. 1515, - ytine
Small, uniform size mounds of
9 135832/562205 |[isand checked by a backhoe;
no antiquities were found
6. Site 18, grindstone. Paleolithic; Iron I1: krater
Scattering of flint flakes and  [|(Fig. 3:7); Early Islamic;
10 ||135334/561978 || i sherds (diam. 100 m) Middle Ages: jar (Fig. 3.11);
British Mandate era
Continuation of Site No. 10;
11 (|135422/561891 |body fragments of Nabatean
vessel (not drawn)
Small mounds of sand
12 ||135151/562944 |checked by backhoe;
no antiquities were found
A round millstone (upper
13 ||134450/563048 stone; diam.0.4 m; Fig. 4)
Potsherd scattering (diam. 15 || Upper Paleolithic (Ahmarite
14 [|134329/562652 |Im; see Fig. 2); retouched flint [[culture); Byzantine and
blade (Fig. 5) Ottoman
15 [133635/562324 ;‘;ts"erd scattering (diam. 10 o\ mic and Ottoman
Scattering of flint flakes and
potsherds (diam. 10 m) on a
plain that is protected from the[[Paleolithic; Roman--
16 ||133381/563357 wind and located between two [[Byzantine
ridges, which rise above it to
the north and south
) Iron 1, 1l: cooking pot (Fig.
17 [|133317/563357 f&iﬁerg‘gbfgspggnfrdfsamnf 3:4), krater (Fig. 3:6);
P ) Byzantine and Middle Ages
Grindstone fragmnet of
18 ||133264/562389 hard sandstone (Fig. 6)
Grindstone Eocene flint




19

133040/562795 ||(Fig. 7)
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20

133459/560383

Potsherd scattering (diam. 5

Mamluk; jugs (Fig. 3:12,
13); No. 12 is handmade

JiN

1. Survey map.
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2. Surface level characteristic of the survey region and Site 14, looking west.
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3. Pottery.

4. Site 13, millstone.






295/ 1510

6. Site 18, grindstone.

7. Site 19, grindstone.
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Haluzit, Survey
Final Report

Yeshayahu Lender and Pirhiya Nahshoni 21/6/2009

: During January and December 2005, two archaeological surveys were conducted in areas slated for the establishment of the
g i Shlomit and Haluzit 4 settlements and for the agricultural area of Haluzit 4 in the northwestern Negev, south and southeast of
R - o O Moshav Dekel and Moshav Yevul, next to the border with Egypt (Permit No. A-4367; map ref. NIG 132900-6995/563350-9200; OIG

e NI 082900-6995/063350—9200). The surveys, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Eshkol
: Regional Council and the Jewish National Fund, were conducted by Y. Lender and P. Nahshoni (the settlement areas) and by P.
Y Nahshoni and V. Carmel (the agricultural area) with the assistance of C. Hersch (pottery drawing).

The survey area (c. 8,000 dunams; Fig. 1) consisted of stabilized sand dunes, oriented generally east-west,
1. Survey map. with shallow valleys between them. The differences in elevation between the top of the dunes and the bottom of
the valleys spanned 5-15 m. The remains of temporary encampments and animal pens were clearly visible in
the area, located in shallow hollows and in the valleys, indicating intensive grazing activity in the area during
AT l ] 1 different periods. Twenty-three sites were recorded in the survey: ten in the area of Shelomit, six in the area of
o Haluzit 4 and seven in the agricultural area. Potsherd and flint scatterings of different sizes were found at the

= ) ' sites, as well as the remains of hearths; no building remains were detected. The sites are described below
e T (Tables 1-3); their numbers match those in Fig. 1.
P N
e e Table 1. Sites within the precincts of Shelomit.
FTASTA™ Site [Map Reference [\ Ceramic Finds and
2. Pottery. No. J|(NIG) Dating (periods)

Scattering of potsherds, flint
flakes and small stones
(diam. c. 50 m) on a gentle
slope

Scattering of potsherds and |[{lron I: bow! (Fig. 2:1);
2 134229/563970 ([flint flakes (diam. c. 60 m) in [[Byzantine: jar (Fig. 2:7),
a small valley llug (Fig. 2:8)

Potsherd scattering (diam. c.
20 m) on a gentle slope

1 133387/563970 Late Roman: jar (Fig. 2:5)

3 132903/564161 Byzantine and Ottoman

Potsherd scattering (diam. c.

i 133330/564386 20 m) on a gentle slope

Byzantine(?)

Iron 11: Negebite ware (Fig.
2:2); Byzantine and
Ottoman

Potsherd scattering (diam. c.

> 134005/564689 20 m) on a gentle slope

Meager scattering
of potsherds (diam. c. 20 m) (|Byzantine and Ottoman
on a gentle slope

6 134367/564794

Potsherd scattering (diam. c. .
7 133585/565075 20 m) in a shallow valley Byzantine and Ottoman
Potsherd scattering (diam. c.
3 133519/565205 [[20 m) along a road, on a Byzantine and Ottoman
plain
Potsherd scattering (diam. c. . .
9 133368/565376 |50 m) next to a road, on a Icr)on Age(?); Byzantine and
) ttoman
plain
Potsherd scattering (diam. c. L .
Byzantine: jar (Fig. 2:6);
10 134466/565506 |[[30 _m) along aroad, on a Ottoman
plain
Table 2. Sites within the precincts of Haluzit 4.
. Ceramic Finds
Site[[Map Reference Site and Dating

No. [I(NIG) (periods)

Scattering of flint flakes, small
stones, bones and a few potsherds
(diam. c. 60 m) along aroad in a
valley

Potsherd scattering and remains of
hearths (see below)

“Contmuaton of Site 2; potsherds and

1 136427/563781

2 [|135533/563691

remains of hearths scattered in a
north—south strip (length c. 350 m); [llron Age; Byzantine
the continuation of the site to the and Islamic

east and west may be buried
beneath the sand dunes

3 [[135548/563352

Scattering of potsherds and a few Late Islamic: jug

4 135455/563999  [[flint flakes (diam. c. 60 m) west of a ||(Fig. 2:9); Ottoman

road (?)
Potsherd scattering (diam. c. 50 m) (|Byzantine and
B 136486/564021 along a road, in a valley Ottoman

Byzantine; Mamluk

6 136232/563379 (?) and Ottoman

flint flakes (diam. c. 50 m) along a
road, in a valley

Scattering of potsherds and a few “

Table 3. Sites located in the agricultural area.

Site [|[Map Reference .
No. |(NIG) Site

Ceramic Finds and
Dating (periods)




297 /1510

1 [135015/563685 2§t5herd scattering (diam. c. 25 ||Byzantine
2 134266/563933 ?‘;tSherd scattering (diam. ¢. 50 |5 1 an_Byzantine
Potsherd scattering (diam c. 20 ||Ottoman or British
3 134322/563855 m) Mandate era
’ ’ Late Roman: jar (Fig.
4 134033/563890 Eﬂ(;tsherd scattering (diam. ¢. 50 2:4); Byzantine and
Late Islamic
Iron 11: cooking pot
5 134067/563627 Potsherd scattering (diam. c. 50 ||(Fig. 2:_3); Roman,
m) Byzantine and Late
Islamic
5 134221/563638 ?‘;tSherd scattering (diam. ¢. 50 |5 a0 _Byzantine
7 134318/563659 Eﬂc))tsherd scattering (diam. ¢. 50 Roman-Byzantine

Potsherds of black Gaza ware were also found at all the sites. The survey findings show that the area—between Haluza
and Gaza and its daughter settlements—was intersected by ancient routes and that until the current survey, as in
antiquity, the region was used for seasonal grazing and shepherd encampments, without any permanent settlements.

o[ = = ==
o= = mi= 12 6=
i W Wi s [ [f =, I/
4 1 W L\ T /t | S
i '\\\ ____“- '.'-'{- = }l I _',‘__:'.:("_ ==
o | T ey Y
”\ e = W o= if \\.\-.L_._.r--’,}

bR
i\ g
W = s
365 i‘t\ N L W wﬁ\\

e
00 W Q‘-\\} i \:\ . W/_%\
\ S /f‘ﬁ\\ AN oM 2 .-

b l.l:l__..
lf\.—\.p}\_\ R ° A\ Q ! T:_Q-.:-’"
A R \Y adl ==
B, A s —_ ]
Y S RN i e e S

364

; L]
X0 3 B ! £
0 ® 1) ——p=
e 0y _ ===
I i
,-__—,:.J‘."::::-—-"D i S ¢ 110
-
___:.J:’-”; \:.t n'"p ———km

Shelomit e nwimw
Haluzit 4 4 237N
Agricullural areas @ mNoPR oW

1. Survey map.



298/ 1510




1. General view of excavation
region.

3. The cairn, looking
southeast.

5. The cairn, burial cell

looking west.
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Har Shahar
Final Report

Mordechai Haiman 6/5/2009

During May 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted in a cairn located within the precincts of a quarry along the slopes of Har
Shahar (Permit No. A-4447; map ref. NIG 18235-55/54830-50; OIG 13235-55/04830-50). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of
the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by A. Ben-Ari, Ltd., was directed by M. Haiman, with the assistance of A. Hajian
(surveying).

The site, situated on the high part of the slope (Fig. 1), included a cairn (T100, diam. c. 3 m, height 0.6 m; Figs. 2—4) and
remains of a paved surface, c. 10 m to the west. The cairn was built of different size stones and in its center were the
remains of an elliptical burial cell (1.0 x 1.5 m; Fig. 5), which was devoid of finds. Nabataean potsherds dating to the
Roman period were found among the stones of the cairn. The small-stone paved surface (L101; 2 x 3 m) was devoid of
finds.

The site is not typical to the groups of sites common to the Negev hill country and it is not characteristic of a particular
period. The cairn was haphazardly built and the potsherds do not actually aid in dating it or the paved surface.

1. General view of excavation region.

3. The cairn, looking southeast.
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5. The cairn, burial cell, looking west.
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1. Square A, plan and
section.

2. Square A, looking
southeast.

4. Square B, looking west.

Hittin
Final Report

Edna Amos 5/11/2009

During November 2006, a trial excavation was conducted along the northern slope of the Khirbat el-‘Eika hill (Permit No. A-4927;
map ref. NIG 24290/74579; OIG 19290/24579), prior to paving a road. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities
Authority and underwritten by the contractor, was directed by E. Amos (surveying and drafting), with the assistance of Y. Ya‘aqoby
(administration), N. Getzov and M. Hartal (scientific guidance) and laborers from Tiberias.

The course of the road passed close by the Early Bronze Age city wall that had been previously exposed
(Permit No. A-4376) and two excavation squares were opened alongside it. A farming terrace from the Late
Roman period was excavated in the western square (A), c. 100 m northeast of the wall and the walls of a
building from the abandoned village of Hittin were exposed in the eastern square (B), c. 80 m east of Square A.

Square A

A terrace wall that extended along the slope (W2) and an enclosure wall (W4; Figs. 1-3), which was perpendicular to it
and delimited a cultivation plot, were exposed. The wide walls, founded on bedrock, were built of medium and large
fieldstones. A lump of lime was placed on the corner that was destroyed. A cluster of medium fieldstones, probably a
collapse (L13), was overlaying bedrock along the eastern side of W4.

A few fragments of pottery vessels from the Late Roman period were found atop bedrock surface. Fragments of pottery
vessels that dated to the beginning of the twentieth century CE (Rashaya el-Fukhar and Gaza wares), to the Late Roman
and Byzantine periods and three fragments with band slip decoration from Early Bronze IB were found on surface.

Square B

The northeastern corner of a modern building was exposed and c. 1 m north of it, at the bottom of the slope, was a
retaining wall, founded on bedrock (Fig. 4). Part of a plow was discovered on top of a thick white plaster floor segment
and alongside it were a chisel, an axe head and rifle cartridges.
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1. Square A, plan and section.
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. Square A, looking west.
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4. Square B, looking west.
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4. Picking and sorting dried
material after wet sieving.

L5

5. Eastern area, travertine

remains of presumed fresh
water spring.

west.

7. The oval structure wall
with Unit 2 boulders below.

looking southwest.

9. The oval structure and

adjacent burial, looking
south.
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Hof Shahaf
Preliminary Report

Ofer Marder , Reuven Yeshurun _and Howard Smithline 27/5/2009

During May 2007, a test probe, followed by a salvage excavation during May-July, 2008, were conducted at a small Natufian site,
Hof Shahaf, located above the southwestern bank of the Sea of Galilee (Permit No. A-5401; map ref. NIG 253459-488/738833-898;
OIG 203459-488/238833-898). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and funded by Megqorot
National Water Company, was directed by O. Marder, H. Smithline (photography) and R. Yeshurun, with the assistance of G. Jaffe
(area supervision), R. Meshayev, T. Meltsen, V. Essman and M. Kipnis (surveying and drafring), A. Shapiro (GPS), O. Ackerman
(geomorphology), I. Hershkovitz (physical anthropology) and E. Weiss (archaeobotany).

The excavations were part of the initial stage of a major project intended to widen the salt-water channel that
runs along the west bank of the Sea of Galilee.

The site, 200 m below sea level, is situated on a narrow shelf that extends eastward above a steep slope (Fig.
1). It was discovered during a systematic survey (Permit No. A-4494), in which a small number of flint artifacts in
a limited area on the slope and adjacent to the western side of the water channel were recorded. The site had
suffered from destructive disturbances, such as the construction of a water-carrying channel that bisected the
site, a road along the shoreline that had severely cut into the steep slope and intensive geological and
geomorphological events, which resulted in colluvial accumulations of basalt boulders and lime stones above
and below the site terrace, as well as deep in the excavation matrices.

The excavations were aimed at better defining the magnitude and the chronology of the site. The test probe
revealed a segment of a rounded wall, as well as flint artifacts dating to the Natufian period and the Pre-Pottery
Neolithic A. The salvage excavation (78 sq m) was carried out to the west and east of the channel. The
excavation on the western side exposed the remainder of the oval structure that dated to the Natufian period
(15,500-11,000 cal. BP). The structure was set into the marl and silt sediment of the Kinneret paleolake. Near
the structure and to its northwest were human skeletal remains. The excavation area had a square grid of 1 x 1
m (Fig.2).

The excavation on the eastern side of the channel exposed the eroded and extremely damaged slope that
contained rich Natufian finds, although not necessarily in primary deposition. The basic excavation units were 2
x 2 m squares that were divided into 1 x 1 m squares, depending on the archaeological relevance of the matrix.
All excavated material was dry sieved. Upon reaching archaeological matrices, all the material underwent wet
sieving (Fig. 3). Thereafter, the material was sun-dried and then carefully picked and sorted (Fig. 4). Overall,
about one third of the excavated soil underwent wet sieving.

Four main geological units (1-4) were discerned within the excavation area.

Unit 1 comprised basal vesicular basalt, possibly the remnant of an ancient flow.

Unit 2, limited to the southwestern section of the excavation, was the Kinneret formation, composed of crossbedded
layers of marl, coarse sand, and limestone and basalt pebbles and boulders. These layers represented several
depositional environments that reflected the dynamic changes of the Kinneret palaeolake over the course of thousands of
years.

Unit 3 (Fig. 5) was a thin coating of travertine that appeared in limited areas of the northeastern quarter of the
excavation. The travertine coated and abutted portions of the Unit 1 boulders. Embedded in the upper surface of the
travertine were flint artifacts, bones, freshwater shells (mainly Melanopsis), a freshwater crab claw and possibly root and
bark imprints. The localized travertine crust indicated the existence of a prehistoric fresh-water spring, which appears to
have attracted human occupation.

Unit 4 was the main anthropogenic and depositional archaeological accumulation. It comprised paleosols that contained
chalk concretions, angular small limestone and worn basalt cobbles.

The oval structure (diam. 4.75 m; Fig. 6) was built of unworked fieldstones. Construction of the channel destroyed the
eastern portion of the structure .Its wall was preserved to a maximum of four courses high (c. 0.7 m; Fig. 7). No entrance
was discerned. Several living surfaces (combined depth c. 0.45 m) that consisted of compacted brownish gray fine
palaeosol were identified. In comparison to the artifact density outside the structure, the density within was rather low.
The finds consisted of flint artifacts, Dentalium, bones and sporadic patches of charcoal. The flint artifacts included small
lunates modified by Helwan retouch (Fig. 8) and sickle blades dating to the Natufian period; the bones represent
gazelles, small mammals, turtles, birds and a few fish.

An open area, adjacent to the north of the structure, contained the majority of ground-stone artifact fragments (pestles,
mill stones and pounders). A human burial was uncovered on a stone surface, 1.5 m to the northwest of the structure
(Fig. 9). Only the upper half of the skeleton was preserved. The skull was likewise missing but the lower jaw was found in
situ, facing north. The interred was lying unusually on his chest (Figs. 10, 11) and a single fluted Dentalium was found on
his torso.

South of the structure, only evidence of the Kinneret formation and its sedimentation were identified and no human-
related artifacts were retrieved.

In addition to the clear Natufian presence, flint artifacts, e.g., el-Khiam points and awls on bladelets with miniature points,
dating to the PPNA (11,000-9,500 cal. BP) were retrieved from the palaeosol (Fig. 12). Their presence suggests a
possible PPNA occupation in close proximity to the Natufian finds.

The eastern excavation area was a narrow strip between the water channel and the descending slope (length c. 25 m),
two meters lower in absolute height than the western area. The stratigraphy of this area differed somewhat from that of
the western one. Three layers were discerned and the most significant one was the lowest, which consisted of a light
brownish gray paleosol rich in Natufian archaeological material with a few later intrusions. No architectural remains or a
clearly defined living surface were revealed in this area and it is not as yet clear whether the Natufian finds were in
primary deposition.

The excavations at Hof Shahaf revealed a site of great importance in terms of archaeology, geology and geomorphology.
Although indications of a PPNA presence at the site occur, the major occupational phase is dated to the Natufian period.
A relatively well-preserved oval structure with a series of living surfaces, which is dated to the Natufian period on the
basis of the flint artifacts it contained, was uncovered. Adjacent to the structure was a human burial, accompanied by a
fluted Dentalium shell.

The preliminary examination indicates that most of the recovered diagnostic tools are the Helwan retouched lunates,
which point to the early Natufian period, although their size may imply a later date. Only future systematic lithic analysis
accompanied by absolute dating will assist in determining a more exact chronological attribution.

The discovery of a presumed fresh-water spring within the bounds of the excavation suggests that the Natufian settlers
were attracted to this source of potable water for their subsistence. This is supported by research studies of the Kinneret
palaeolake, which show that at 15,000 BP the Kinneret was probably several meters lower, at c. =215 bsl, as opposed to
today's level of —212 bsl, and in consequence, it was both further from the present shoreline and more saline.

The size of the site is indeterminable due to the natural and anthropogenic destructive activities that it sustained.

The relatively sparse artifact density within the structure raises a number of interpretive possibilities: Does this reflect a
short-term occupation? Is this a result of site-formation processes where the occupation sits on a steep slope and its
remains are gradually washed down the eastern slope? Is this a result of continuous cleaning of the internal living
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surfaces that eventually resulted in low artifact densities?
The results of the excavation contribute new data concerning subsistence strategies and settlement patterns of
hunter/gatherer groups during the Later Pleistocene and the onset of the Holocene (Epipaleolithic and Pre-pottery

Neolithic periods) in tracts bordering the Kinneret. It is particularly important due to the nearly complete absence of
Natufian sites in this region.
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3. Wet sieving, using a high pressure water hose.
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5. Eastern area, travertine remains of presumed fresh water spring.
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7. The oval structure wall, with Unit 2 boulders below, looking southwest.
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9. The oval structure and adjacent burial, looking south.
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12. El-Khiam point.
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1. The survey area.

Horbat Ba ‘alan, Survey
Preliminary Report

Yehuda Dagan 17/11/2009

During February—March 2003, a preliminary archaeological survey was conducted within the precincts of the Kefar
Menahem [90], Gat [94], Bet Shemesh [103] and Bet Guvrin [107] survey maps (Permit No. A-3809; map ref. NIG 182—
9/615-23; OIG 132-9/115-23), prior to development. The survey, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority
and underwritten by the Jewish National Fund, was conducted by Y. Dagan, with the assistance of P. Nahshoni (Southern
region).

An area of c. 30 sq km was surveyed west of the Moshav Luzit—Qibbuz Bet Nir road. Due to the rain and
the muddy terrain, the high priority area was initially surveyed on foot and other areas were randomly
surveyed afterward.

The results of partial surveys that had previously been carried out in this area (HA-ESI 114:83*-85*)
were integrated in the current survey.

The surveyed area is located in the low western Shephelah, which is characterized by extensive areas of no
drastic topographical differences. Large areas of fertile farmland are located in this region, with several hills
between them. A few of the hills evince human activity that occurred in antiquity. The stream channels and gullies
that drain the region are divided between those flowing north to Nahal Ha-Ela and those flowing southward to
Nahal Guvrin.

One hundred and five survey sites with antiquities were documented, including two settlements; a milestone
station on the Bet Guvrin—Lod road; six collapsed caves; seven winepresses; four limekilns; twenty-two orchards,
as well as farming terraces; it appears that this area is abundant in ancient remains.
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2. Site 17, rock-hewn water

reservoir, looking west.

Horbat Bannay
Final Report

Yoav Lerer

Lerer, with the assistance of A. Shapiro (GPS) and E. Stern.

Horbat Bannay had been surveyed in the past (Map of Akhziv [1] and Map of Hanita [2], p. 83*, Site 2.66) and

was damaged when the road was paved.

Twenty-eight sites were surveyed (Fig. 1):
Sites 1, 4, 9, 18, 20, 21, 26, 27: Quarries.
Sites 2, 3, 14, 16, 19: Caves

Site 23: Burial cave.

Sites 11, 22: Winepresses.

Site 6: Olive press, a crushing stone.

3/8/2009

During February 2007, a survey preceding development was conducted along the route of Highway 8993, in the region of Horbat
Bannay (Permit No. A-5042; NIG 21730-56/77550-70; OIG 16730-56/27550-70), prior to widening the road. The survey,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Israel National Roads Company, was directed by Y.

Site 17: Rock-hewn water reservoir (c. 100 sq m, depth c. 7 m); hewn steps along western side (Fig. 2).

Sites 5, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 15, 24, 25, 28: Wall sections.

A large quantity of potsherds from the Roman, Byzantine, Crusader and Mamluk periods was found throughout the entire

survey area.
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1. Aerial photoaraph of the
site, looking east.

4. Area B, underground olive
press, looking north.

6. Area C, Byzantine chapel
looking east.

7. Area M, large
columbarium, looking east.

8. Area M, underground
stable, looking north.
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Horbat Bet Loya
Preliminary Report

Oren Gutfeld 13/3/2009

During May and October 2008, the third season of excavations was conducted at Horbat Bet Loya in the Lakhish region (License
No. G-27/2008; map ref. NIG 19315-40/607975-8100; OIG 14315-40/107975-8100; ESI 6:3-6). The excavation, undertaken on
behalf of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and underwritten by the Beit Lehi Foundation, Utah, USA (A. Rudd, G. Rudd and G.
Kimber), was directed by O. Gutfeld, with the assistance of Y. Kalman (excavation co-director), A. Ecker, P. Betzer, B. Gordon and
M. Haber (area supervision), S. Freilich (administration), A. Yamim (surveying), N. Sneh (photography), Sky Balloon (aerial
photography), M. Lavie (conservation) and B. Johnson (pottery). Participating in the excavation were volunteers from the United
States, students from the Hebrew University and laborers from the village of Hares in Judea. Valuable assistance was rendered by
the Israel Antiquity Authorities, particularly G. Avni (director, Excavations and Surveys Department), Y. Israel (Ashkelon district
archaeologist), Y. Dagan (director, Surveys Branch), J. Negeur (Conservation Department) and A. Ganor and I. Klein (Unit for the
Prevention of Antiquities Robbery).

Horbat Bet Loya is located in the eastern part of the Lakhish region, on a hill 400 m above sea level (Fig. 1).
The site (c. 50 dunams) had first been surveyed by R.A.S. Macalister (PEFQSt 1901:226-230). In 1962, two
Iron 11 burial caves were excavated by J. Naveh in the eastern part of the site (HA 2:4-5; Yediot 27:235-265
[Hebrew]). In 1972-1973, the site was surveyed by Y. Dagan (Map of Amazya [109, Vol. 1], Site 103). From
1979 to 1983, Y. Tepper and Y. Shahar investigated the caves at the site (Hiding Refuges in the Judean
Shephelah, Tel Aviv 1987:131-136 [Hebrew]) and in 1983 and 1986 J. Patrich and Y. Tsafrir excavated a
basilica church at the site, as well as an olive press, a winepress and a burial cave nearby (Ancient Churches
Revealed 1993:265-272). The excavations at the site were renewed in 2005 under the direction of the author,
on behalf of the Institute of Archaeology of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

A survey conducted by the present expedition at the site revealed seven columbarium caves, five olive presses,
two ritual baths, two stables, quarries, numerous cisterns and underground tunnels. The ruin in the center of the
site has settlement remains dating to the Middle Ages, which are built on top of settlement remains from the
Byzantine, Early Roman and Hellenistic periods.

Four excavation areas (B, C, M, P; Fig. 2) were opened.

Area B

On the eastern fringes of the site, east of the village remains from the Middle Ages, a subterranean olive press and a
ritual bath (migwe), well preserved and dating to the Early Roman period, were excavated (Fig. 3). Discovered as well
were a series of underground tunnels, wall remains and domestic installations on ground level, whose date ranged from
the Late Hellenistic until the Mamluk periods.

Olive press. The subterranean olive press was hewn in bedrock (Fig. 4). It was accessed from the south by way of a
rock-cut staircase that descended to the north that was delimited by two massive walls (W009, W010). At the foot of the
steps and in the vestibule preceding the entrance was a rock-hewn cistern (L004) that contained dressed stones, some
of which were the voussoirs of an arch that was part of a vault, which had collapsed. The entrance to the olive press was
preserved in its entirety. The doorjambs and the lintel were bedrock-hewn and adorned with a magnificent Attic
decoration. Two seven-branched candelabra were carved on the western doorjamb and another candelabrum was in the
center of the interior side of the lintel above the entrance. The olive-press complex consisted of a main room (5 x 8 m) in
whose western wall another chamber (1.5 x 2.0 m) that housed a complete press installation was hewn. Two large rooms
were hewn in the main room’s northern wall, opposite the entrance (see Fig. 4). The eastern room was found filled with
stones up to its top and a complete press installation with a rock-hewn vat at its bottom was in the western room (1.50 x
2.25 m). The latter was filled with stone slabs that apparently collapsed from the ceiling and it is unclear when they were
collected and placed in such an orderly manner. A hewn recess in the facade of the wall between the two rooms had the
remains of a charcoal-drawn acanthus (see Fig. 4). Beneath the recess was an entrance to a rock-hewn tunnel that
connected to a rear passageway. Two adjacent rooms were discovered along the main chamber’s eastern wall. The
northern room had another press installation and in the southern room was an in situ crushing basin (yam) and to its
north a crushing stone (memmel) was lying. A niche in the ceiling above the center of the crushing basin was apparently
intended for a wooden beam. To the south of the crushing stone was an opening in the ceiling that led to a complex of
subterranean tunnels, which extended between ground level and the cavity where the olive press was located.

The oil press is the original and first phase of usage of the installation.

The original floor of the olive press was removed when it turned into a quarry and the bottom was then hewn to a depth of
c. 3 m. On the lowered bedrock floor were numerous rectangular building stones hewn of soft rock and several hard
limestone weights that were used in the olive press. A hewn staircase descended to the later floor level. In the soil fill
above the later floor was a coin from the time of Agrippa Il (second half of the first century CE) and potsherds that dated
from the end of the first and the beginning of the second centuries CE.

Ritual Bath. Another entrance that led to an underground rock-hewn migwe (4.5 x 5.0 m; Fig. 5) was in the western part
of the vestibule to the olive press. Seven broad, tall steps (0.30 x 0.45 m) coated with gray hydraulic plaster were
discovered. At the bottom of the seventh step was a deep pool (c. 1 m) on whose floor was a ritual water bowl from the
time of the Second Temple period. A hewn square window (0.63 x 0.63 m, depth 0.54 m) in the eastern wall of the miqwe
opened into a channel, which was cut in bedrock along the western side of the staircase. The migwe was found filled with
soil fill and large stones, some of which were dressed building stones. An opening in the western corner of the ritual bath
led to an underground tunnel that was ascribed to a later phase of the miqwe’s usage.

Remains on Surface. Above the olive press and the ritual bath, sections of walls and domestic installations were
excavated, among them pools, a household installation for extracting oil and a tabun. It seems that this was the courtyard
of a residential building where different household activities were performed. The architectural connection between the
residential complex and the underground installations is not yet clear.

AreaC

On the northwestern fringes of the site, northwest of Area P and northeast of the Byzantine church, a subterranean
Byzantine chapel (5 x 8 m; Fig. 6) that dated to the fifth—eighth centuries CE was excavated. The entrance to the chapel
on the west had a small rock-hewn entry chamber in which two rock-cut steps were found. The western wall was mostly
rock-hewn and part of it was built of large stones. The chapel consisted of a central chamber with an apse in its eastern
end that was separated from the hall by a rock-carved chancel screen.

Area M

On the northwestern side of Horbat Bet Loya, east of Area C and north of Area P, was a rock-hewn cave with remains of
an olive press, from which a long underground passageway that led to a large columbarium emerged. In the southern
part of the area was an underground stable that contained troughs and pits for collecting the dung.

The Columbarium (c. 15.5 x 17.5 m; Fig. 7) was large and hewn as a square cavern supported by four L-shaped pillars
in its center. Hundreds of triangular-shaped niches were hewn in its walls. Three round shafts with hewn recesses that
probably served as ladder rungs were located in the ceiling. The original entrance to the columbarium was by way of a
cut opening in the ceiling of the cavern. After the quarrying of the columbarium was completed, the original opening was
sealed with large stone slabs that were supported by a built half-arch. A secondary smaller opening was then hewn in the
northern wall of the cavern. The southeastern corner of the columbarium was damaged by the quarrying of a bell-shaped
cistern.

Underground Stable. The underground stable was found in Area M2 on an artificial terrace of the northwestern slope of
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the site, at a vantage point that directly overlooks Tel Maresha (Fig. 8). Above ground, the area contained wall complexes
that probably belonged to the remains of the Mamluk settlement. The underground stable in the southern part of the area
was reached via a passageway (width 0.9-1.1 m) where five steps were hewn (rise 30/50 cm, run 40/60 cm, alternating
in size). The high, wide steps enable an easy passage for animals. The stable was a hewn square hall (5.8 x 6.0 m),
divided by a wall with rock-cut mangers that was oriented north—south (length 4.75 m, width 1 m). The entrance to the
stable accessed the western wing of the hall. Another entrance, east of the main one, led to the eastern wing of the hall.
On the doorjambs of the entrance, holes that were apparently used for placing partitions to separate the animals were
drilled. The wall that divided the hall had six mangers at the same elevation (span of manger c. 0.6 m, height above floor
0.6 m). Between the mangers were several perforations that were probably used to tie the animals. The floor of the hall
was covered with a layer of soft, tamped chalk. This may have originated from the disintegration of the ceiling and the
animals packing down the material or it may have been an intentional floor covering. Based on the height of the hall (c.
1.8 m) it seems that the stable was used for donkeys. Two pits (depth down to 0.4 m) were hewn in the western wing’s
floor. One was rectangular (c. 0.4 x 0.5 m), the other—concave (diam. c. 0.4 m) and both were probably used for mixing
feed for the animals. Niches for oil lamps were cut along the walls of the stable and in the eastern wall was a large
arched recess (height 0.6 m, width 0.4 m). In the northeastern corner of the eastern wing was a hewn basin in the corner
of the wall (height of corner from floor 0.5 m) that was probably used as a small trough for donkeys. In the floor of the
stable’s western wing were two hewn bell-shaped pits (diam. 0.45-0.60 m, depth c. 2 m); the original capstone was found
on top of the northern pit. Three similar pits were hewn in the eastern wing of the stable.

Area P

On the summit of Horbat Bet Loya, c. 200 m northeast of the Byzantine church and c. 50 m southwest of Area B, were
numerous built remains, including residential buildings, installations and farming terraces that dated to the late Middle
Ages.

The Middle Age Ruin (Fig. 9). In the high part of the site were the remains of buildings and the collapse of the ruin that
dated to the Middle Ages. The excavation focused on the southern side of the ruin where two rooms of a building from
the Mamluk period were exposed.

The Eastern Room (5.25 x 9.25 m) was delimited on the west by the partition wall that separated between the rooms
and seems to be later than the other walls of the building. This was probably a room (or courtyard) that had been divided
into two rooms. The walls were built of two rows of hard limestone, with fieldstones and soft limestone between the
stones, which were coarsely hewn, usually on their outer face. The core of the wall was composed of small stones and
soft gray bonding material.

A pillar with a voussoir on top of it was in the center of the room’s western wall. Running the length of the room’s
southern wall were two other pillars and it seems that the ceiling of the room was supported by a central arch that was
built along an east-west axis and two perpendicular arches that were oriented north—-south. Three installations were
located along the room’s northern wall. A decorated silver ring was found on the floor of the room. Below the floor,
construction phases that predated the Mamluk period were exposed: a monumental wall built of one row of large dressed
stones, one of which had drafted margins and a prominent boss and a doorway with a stone threshold. The wall probably
belonged to a public structure of some sort that was located north of the excavation area. North and south of this wall,
sections of a floor or a foundation, built of a thin crushed limestone layer, were uncovered. A trial square that was opened
below the floor revealed three sealed floors and a burnt layer, which yielded potsherds dating to the Hellenistic period.

The archaeological excavations at Horbat Bet Loya exposed remains from three main settlement periods: the end of the
Hellenistic-Early Roman period (Stratum lIl), the Byzantine—Early Islamic period (1) and the Mamluk period (Stratum 1).
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2. Map of excavated areas.

M

3. Area B, plan.
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5. Area B, underground ritual bath, looking west.
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7. Area M, large columbarium, looking east.
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8. Area M, underground stable, looking north.

9. Area P, eastern room, looking west.
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Horbat Burin
Final Report

Amani Abu Hamid 30/12/2009

During December 2001, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat Burin, along the northern fringes of Baga- al-Gharbiya
(Permit No. A-3542; map ref. NIG 203636/703415, OIG 153636/203415), in the wake of damage to antiquities while preparing a plot
for construction. The excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by A. Abu Hamid (surveying), with the
assistance of T. Sagiv (field photography), M. Shuiskaya (pottery drawing) and E. Yannai, R. Kletter, E. van den Brink, S. Golan and
D. Ben Yosef.

Horbat Burin is located on a spur along the western edge of the Samaria foothills, at an elevation of 50-60 m
above sea level. It should probably be identified with Burim from the listings of place-names that were
conquered by Shishak (A. Zertal and N. Markam, 2000, The MenassehHill CountrySurvey — from Nahal ‘Iron to
Nahal Shechem, p. 292).

Two half squares (A, B; 2.5x5.0 m; Fig. 1) were opened, revealing a rock-hewn cave, remains of walls and an
installation.

Square A. A rock-hewn cave (Fig. 2) and to its south, a hewn shaft with a niche at its bottom, were exposed. The
passage from the cave to the shaft was blocked by different size fieldstones (Fig. 2: Section 1-1). The entrance to the
cave (0.79x0.95 m) was in the northern side and it led to a cavity (2.25x2.80 m, height 1.5 m) that contained fill and
several potsherds from the Byzantine period (L118).

The shaft of the cave (Fig. 2: Section 2-2) became bell-shaped toward its bottom (upper diam. 0.82 m, lower diam. 1.2 m,
height 1.6 m); the alluvium fill that accumulated in it included fragments of pottery vessels from Middle Bronze Il and Iron
11 (L123). A niche (Fig. 2: Section 3-3; 0.80x0.95x1.05 m) in the side of the shaft contained a fragment of an ossuary from
the Chalcolithic period and potsherds from Iron Il (Loci 131, 135).

Two fragments of Chalcolithic ossuaries (Fig. 3:1, 2) were discovered, not in situ. Three bowls and two bases that dated
to Middle Bronze Il were found in the cave’s entrance, including a thin carinated bowl! of metallic fabric with an everted
rim (Fig. 3:3) and two bowls (Fig. 3:4, 5) and two bases (Fig. 3:6, 7) of levigated and well-fired clay. Most of the Iron II
ceramic finds recovered from the niche dated to the ninth—eighth centuries BCE, including round carinated bowls, some
slipped red (Fig. 4:1-11), cooking pots (Fig. 4:12-19), a jug (Fig. 4:20) and a juglet (Fig. 4:21).

The cave, almost certainly hewn in MB Il, was probably damaged when the shaft and the niche to the south were
quarried. It seems that the latter were used for storage during Iron Il, after the passage linking them to the cave was
sealed.

Square B. Three phases that dated to Iron Il were exposed (Fig. 5). The third and latest phase was represented by a wall
(W103) aligned north—south and built of one row of medium-sized fieldstones (0.20x0.35x0.45 m) that were preserved a
single course high. A floor (L113), paved with medium fieldstones (0.25x0.25x0.30 m) that were set on a bedding of
small fieldstones (L112), abutted the wall. The finds ascribed to the second phase included Wall 134, partly excavated
below W103, which was oriented east-west. The wall, preserved a single course high, was built of small fieldstones
(0.08x0.15%0.10 m) and founded on tamped earth (Loci 140, 141). A rectangular plastered installation with round corners
(L133) was exposed to its south. The first phase was represented by a circular rock-cutting (L143) beneath W134. It
contained a yellowish brown clay fill mixed with small potsherds that could not be dated. The excavation of the rock-
cutting, down to the discovery of its upper part, was then suspended and its nature could not be clarified.

The ceramic finds from the first two phases dated to Iron | and Il and included bowls (Fig. 6:1-4), cooking pots (Fig. 6:7—
9) and jars (Fig. 6:10-12).

The remains most likely indicate that some sort agricultural activity had transpired at the site during Iron II.
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2. Square A, plan and sections.
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3. Square A, Middle Bronze Il pottery.
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1. Plan and section.

Horbat Castra
Final Report

Marwan Masarwa 9/3/2009

During September 2006, a salvage excavation was conducted along the northern fringes of Horbat Castra (Permit No. A-
4896; map ref. NIG 197337-41/744289-93; OIG 147337-41/244289-93; HA-ESI 120; ‘Atiqot 29:77*-92* [Hebrew]), in
the wake of discovering building remains when a communications line was installed. The excavation, undertaken on behalf
of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Ashtrom-Dragados Company, was directed by M. Masarwa, with
the assistance of S. Ya‘aqov-Jam (administration), A. Hajian (surveying and drafting), T. Sagiv (field photography), P.
Spivak (preliminary inspections) and P. Gendelman (ceramic consultation).

An excavation square was opened, revealing a wall (W100; length c. 2.5 m; Fig. 1) that was oriented
north—south. The wall, set atop a foundation of small stones that were well-bonded with brown soil, was
built of a single course of kurkar stones, some of which were dressed (c. 0.2 x 0.3 x 0.4 m). The
northern end of the wall was disturbed, probably due to modern construction activity. A surface paved
with different size stones (L501; width c. 1 m), whose western part was destroyed, was east of and
alongside W100; it was probably the floor that abutted W100. The finds included worn potsherds that
dated to the Byzantine and Early Islamic periods (fifth—seventh centuries CE).

R o-p' ‘E

1. Plan and section.
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Horbat Damon
Final Report

Khaled Mahamid 30/12/2009

During October 2002, a trial excavation was conducted at Horbat Damon (Permit No. A-3727; map ref. OIG 20233/73761; OIG
15233/23761), in the wake of infrastructure work at the Damon Prison. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities
Authority and underwritten by the Israel Prison Service, was directed by K. Mahamid (photography), with the assistance of V.
Essman (surveying), V. Pirsky (drafting), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), P. Gendelman (pottery reading), M. Shuiskaya
(pottery drawing) and Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass).

The excavation was conducted within the precincts of the prison, at the southwestern end of Horbat Damon.
= The ruin is situated on the Mount Carmel watershed (HA-ESI 112:29%), where other sites from the Byzantine
1. Square A, the olive press. period and earlier periods, on the southwestern slopes of Nahal Oren (M. Marcus, H. Alon and H. Shalala,

plan and section. 1997, in: Mount Carmel: Survey, Landscape and Touring Itineraries, pp. 70-71, 74-75), are known. Remains of

agricultural installations were documented in preliminary surveys in the region.

Two squares (A, B), c. 200 m apart, were excavated.

Square A. Three strata were uncovered in the square. The upper stratum was a layer of fill and debris that contained
mixed potsherds, dating from the Roman until the Mamluk periods. An animal skeleton was discovered c. 0.2 m below
surface, in what may possibly have been a later pit that penetrated into the upper stratum. The middle stratum was a
large stone collapse, enclosed within Walls 4 and 5 (L107; Fig. 1); most of the collapse probably belonged to the walls
from the bottom stratum. A stone lintel decorated with a floral design (Fig. 2) was discovered in the collapse, as well as
numerous potsherds.

- - The principal remains were exposed in the third and lowest stratum, below the collapse. These included part of an olive
with a floral design. press from the Byzantine period that was enclosed between W4 in the north and W5 in the west. A wall (W3), higher than
and to the north of W4, did not abut it. Wall 3, which was oriented differently, probably did not belong to this stratum and
perhaps postdated it. Its construction technique, utilizing fieldstones and mortar, was different than that of W4 and the fill
alongside it contained fragments of pottery vessels from the Ottoman period.

The olive press included two piers on either side of a collecting vat (L112B; Fig. 3). The walls and the stone piers (height
1.8 m; Fig. 4) were founded on natural bedrock surface (L112A). On the inner upper part of the western stone pier,
closest to W5, was a small round recess into which the wooden beam was inserted. A similar recess was on the opposite
stone pier, but only half of it survived. Potsherds from the Byzantine period were found in a small cupmark (depth 0.1 m)
at the bottom of the collecting vat (depth 1.1 m). A thin layer of brown earth (L108) that overlay the bedrock floor
contained potsherds, mostly from the Byzantine period and similar to those recovered from the cupmark.

e
2. A stone lintel decorated

3. To stoe piers on eithr Most of the ceramic finds dated to the Late Byzantine period (end of the sixth—beginning of the seventh century CE).
side of a collecting vat Nearly all potsherds came from the collapse (L107) and included bowls (Fig. 5:1-5), kraters (Fig. 5:6-8), cooking pots
looking southeast. (Fig. 5:9, 10) and jars (Fig. 5:11-18). The potsherds associated with the olive press in the bottom stratum were also from

the same period and included jars (Fig. 5:19-21). A few potsherds were found in the upper stratum, including a bowl (Fig.
5:10) dating to the Byzantine period and a glazed bow! (Fig. 6:1), a gray Gaza jar (Fig. 6:2) and a smoking pipe (Fig. 6:
3), dating to the Ottoman period. Three iron nails, two from L107 and one from surface, were also found.

Square B, located east of Square A, contained the meager remains of two walls that could not be dated with certainty.

The olive press at Horbat Damon belongs to the southern type of presses in the Land of Israel that was operated by a
press beam, inside a structure that included two piers on either side of a collecting vat. This type was also common to the
regions of the Galilee and Mount Carmel (R. Frankel, 2003, Olives and Olive Oil in Israel and the Southern Levant in
\ - : Antiquity, in Estudios Sobre el Monte Testaccio, Roma Vol. I, pp. 637-662). The numerous jars among the potsherds
4. Walls 4 and 5 enclosing point to their association with the olive press.

the olive press, looking west.

6. Ottoman-period pottery.
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2. A stone lintel decorated with a floral design.
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4. Walls 4 and 5 enclosing the olive press, looking west.
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5. Byzantine-period pottery.
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6. Ottoman-period pottery.
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1. Plan and section.

2. The excavation, looking
north.

3. Pottery.

Horbat Devela
Final Report

Sigal Golan 716/2009

During March 2004, a trial excavation was conducted at Horbat Devela, in Daliyat el-Karmil (Permit No. A-4130; map ref. NIG
2043/7328; OIG 1543/2328), following the discovery of ancient remains. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel
Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Israel Electric Corporation, was directed by S. Golan, with the assistance of A. Hajian
(surveying), T. Sagiv (field photography), M. Shuiskaya (pottery drawing) and Z. Horowitz and E. Yannai.

Horbat Devela is located on Mount Carmel. Surveys and excavations had previously conducted at the site (C.R.
Conder and H.H. Kitchener 1881-83. The Survey of Western Palestine I: 303; Y. Olami, S. Sender and E. Oren,
2004. Survey Map of Yagur [27], Site 179; F. Hasson and A. Seligmann 1970, 1972, IAA Archive; HA-ESI 118).

A single square was excavated along the northeastern slope of the site, revealing a wall that was built of large ashlar
stones and founded on bedrock (Figs. 1, 2). The wall was dated to the middle of the second or the beginning of the third
century CE.

The ceramic finds consisted mostly of storage jars (Fig. 3:1-7) and an amphora (Fig. 3:8), along with some cooking-pot
fragments (not illustrated). The earliest pottery is dated to the first century CE, but most is dated to the second-third
centuries CE.
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1. Plan and section.
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2. The excavation, looking north.
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3. Pottery.



2. Wall 10, built with headers

and stretchers, looking east.

3. The western part of the
southern entrance to the hall

looking south.

4. Installation, looking
northeast.

6. A niche in the Wall 10
looking east.
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Horbat ‘Emed
Preliminary Report

Haqit Tahan 12/7/2009

During March 2006, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat ‘Emed (Permit No. A-4755; map ref. NIG 2131/7714; OIG
1631/2714). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by Qibbuz Hanita, was
directed by H. Tahan (find drawing), with the assistance of Y. Ya‘aqobi (administration), V. Essman and V. Pirsky (surveying and
drafting), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), L. Porat (pottery restoration), Y. Gorin-Rosen (glass) and D.T. Ariel
(numismatics).

Horbat ‘Emed is located in the northern part of the ‘Akko valley, south of the Nahal Keziv channel and in the
orchards of Qibbuz Hanita. The remains of a large structure, possibly a public building that dated to the
Byzantine period, were exposed. The site had been severely damaged during the course of agricultural work, c.
50 m northeast of the excavation. Stone objects, some of which came from an olive press, were removed from
the site in the past and are displayed today at the museum of the ‘Shemen’ factory.

The building (7.5 x 11.0 m; Fig. 1), whose walls (W10-W12) were meticulously built of dolomite ashlars set as headers
and stretchers without bonding material (width 0.63 m; Fig. 2), included a large central hall (3.8 x 10.0 m) and two rooms
to its east. The walls extended beyond the limits of the excavation area. The wide entrance (2 m) to the main hall was set
in the southern wall. It consisted of two ashlar doorjambs and two threshold stones (Fig. 3). Sockets for door hinges were
hewn in the threshold stones and the base of a hinge was preserved in the western socket. Bolt-holes for locking the
door were preserved in the threshold and doorjambs. The corner of another structure that extended beyond the
boundaries of the excavation was exposed next to the southern wall. Three large stone slabs (0.5 x 0.8 m) were exposed
north of and c. 0.15 m lower than the level of the threshold stones. North of and c. 0.2 m lower than the stone slabs was
a step paved with fieldstones; this may have been a later repair. It seems that the floor in the rest of the hall was tamped
earth. An installation enclosed within a curved wall (L108; Fig. 4) was exposed in the southwestern corner of the main
hall. It contained numerous potsherds, including a fragment of a lamp, fragments of glass vessels and iron slag. Virgin
soil was revealed to the north of the paving stones (L105), yet no earlier building remains were noted. Stone collapse,
mostly composed of nari blocks, was exposed next to the eastern wall (W10) in the northern part of the hall. It is possible
that the nari was used in constructing the upper part of the walls. Three entryways (width c. 1 m) were set in W10
(exposed length 14 m); the most northern one could be seen on surface along the continuation of the wall to the north.
The doorjambs in the two southern entries had hewn bolt-holes (Fig. 5). On the surface to the north of the northern
entryway was a small square niche, probably used for storage (Fig. 6). Two rooms, separated by a wall (W13) and partly
excavated, were exposed east of the main hall. On the tamped-earth floors of the rooms were fragments of pottery
vessels from the Byzantine period that could partially be restored, a coin, fragments of glass vessels, pieces of plaster,
some of which were decorated and a bronze rod. A few potsherds from the Roman period and a coin were discovered
while excavating below the floor level in the northern room.

The artifacts on the floors of the building dated to the Byzantine period and included pottery vessels, mostly jars, cooking
pots and kraters, as well as plaster remains of unclear origins, several white tesserae, coins, iron nails and fragments of
glass vessels. The ceramic finds below the floor level in the northern room, which dated to the Roman period, raise the
possibility that the building had already been built in the Roman period. A wall (length 3 m) was discerned some 8 m west
of the building remains and other walls were noted in its vicinity; it seems that these were remains of a settlement that
was located at the site.
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3. The western part of the southern entrance to the hall, looking south.
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1. Location map.

3. Grave 1, looking north.
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4. Pottery.
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5. Small finds from surface.

Horbat Humra (Southwest)
Final Report

15/9/2009

During November 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat Humra (Dhahrat el-Humraiya; Permit No. A-4616; map ref.
NIG 17538-44/64851-62; OIG 12538-44/14851-62), prior to the installation of a water pipe. The excavation, undertaken on behalf
of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Mekorot Water Company, was directed by E. Yannai (photography; find
drawing in the field), with the assistance of E. Bachar (administration), N. Zak (drafting) and M. Ajami, F. Volinsky and D. Barkan of
the IAA central district.

Eli Yannai

The excavation area extended across a flat spur south of a low kurkar hill, c. 50 m north of the Nahal Soreq
channel (Fig. 1). Two large tells whose remains are dated to the Bronze and Iron Ages: Tel Mahoz (Tell es-
Sultan) east of the site and Yavne-Yam to its west (HA-ESI 118: Fig. 1:1, 11), are located in this region, which
has extensive sand dunes on its north and south.

Nine squares aligned east—west were opened; eleven pit graves were discerned, based on changes in the color
of soil. The excavation was suspended by the contractor shortly after it had begun and therefore, only four
graves were partially exposed in the eastern side of the area (1, 3, 10 11; Fig. 2). The graves and their contents
were documented; no artifacts were removed and once the recording was completed, the graves were covered
over.

The four graves were discovered 0.3 m below surface as four concentrations of pottery vessels and small finds alongside
bone remains of probably four individuals. The graves, dating to Middle Bronze 1B, contained complete pottery vessels
that were poorly preserved, i.e., the paint had flaked off and several vessels disintegrated upon exposure. Grave 1 (Fig.
3) contained three bowls (Fig. 4:1-3), two of them (Fig. 4:2, 3) placed one inside another and the bowl in Fig. 4:3 has a
rounded base, unlike the ring base of the other two, as well as a jar (Fig. 4:10), a jug (not drawn), a dipper juglet (Fig.
4:9) and a Cypriot White-Painted VI juglet (Fig. 4:6). Tomb 3, damaged by a sewer trench, was survived by a Cypriot
White-Painted VI juglet (Fig. 4:8) and two jars (Fig. 4:11, 12) with a folded rim, concave on the exterior. The handles of
the jar in Fig. 4:12 had been torn off prior to being interred in the tomb. Tombs 10 and 11 were dug one inside the other
and it was impossible to determine the stratigraphic relation between them. Tomb 10 contained two bowls (Fig. 4:4, 5), a
jar (not drawn), a jug (not drawn) and four Cypriot White-Painted VI juglets (identical to Fig. 4:6). Only two Cypriot White-
Painted VI juglets (Fig. 4:7) were found in Tomb 11. The Cypriot White-Painted VI juglets are made of very light yellow or
white fabric, their surface is vertically pared and they are decorated with dark brown and gray stripes. These juglets can
be compared to ones found in the Megiddo tombs and on Tel Megiddo, indicating that they were imported into the Land
of Israel as of the late MB 1IB and at the beginning of Late Bronze I.

On top soil in the area of the excavation, small finds were collected. These apparently surfaced from the excavated
graves or from adjacent ones that were not examined, when the ground was plowed. The finds included a bronze toggle
pin (Fig. 5:1), a bronze dagger (Fig. 5:2), a weight of red stone (Fig. 5:3) and another of metal (Fig. 5:4), as well as a
black-stone scarab whose bottom is engraved with a floral design (Fig. 5:5).

The graves exposed in the excavation belong to a cemetery that extended along the edge of the hill, next to Nahal Soreq.
A complex of sixty-three tombs, mostly attributed to MB IIB and a few to Late Bronze Age, had previously been
excavated by J. Ory (1948. QDAP 13:75-91) in this cemetery, probably slightly south of the current excavation (the
precise location of Ory’s excavation was not recorded). A site surrounded by a rampart and ascribed to MB 1IB is located
opposite Horbat Humra and slightly south of the Nahal Soreq channel. It is assumed that the cemetery belonged to this
site. In light of this geographic proximity and the complete absence of any vessels later than MB IIB in the excavation, the
cemetery should only be dated to MB IIB.

This cemetery and the site it belonged to join other burial and settlement sites from MB 1IB in this region (see Fig .1).
Seven burial caves from MB IIA-B, hewn in the kurkar rock, were excavated at El-Jisr (HA-ESI 118: Fig. 1:10; HA-ESI
120; Mayer A.L. 1926. PMJB 2:2-7; Ory J. 1945. QDAP 12:31-42). A cemetery from MB IIA-B was discovered in the
Rishon Le-Ziyyon sand dunes, c. 4 km northeast of Horbat Humra (ESI 13:57-59). A large settlement—Nahal Soreq B—
on the northern bank of Nahal Soreq, but cut by its channel, is attributed to MB IIA (‘Atiqot 21:9-14 [Hebrew]; ESI 1:77—
78; HA-ESI 118: Fig. 1:5); and further south, the settlements at Yavne-Yam and Tel Ashdod (Stratum XXII).
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3. Grave 1, looking north.
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Horbat Mesar (North)
Final Report

Abdallah Masarwa 23/6/2009

During July—August 2007, a small-scale salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat Mesar (North; Permit No. A-5211; map ref.
NIG 204343-66/705744—66; OIG 154343-66/205744—66), prior to the construction of a residential building in Meisar village. The
excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by A. Masarwa (photography), with the assistance of R.
Mishayev (surveying and drafting) and M. Peilstocker (scientific consultation).

The excavation was conducted along the northwestern slope of the hill where the Meisar village is situated.
Remains of buildings, agricultural installations and a bathhouse from the Roman and Byzantine periods had
been exposed in previous excavations nearby (HA-ESI 113:39*-40*; HA-ESI| 120; Permit Nos. A-3602, A-3925,
A-4787).

Two half squares (A1, A2) were opened, 10 m apart. Square Al, which was excavated down to virgin soil, yielded
sections of two walls (W10—length 2.26 m, width 0.4 m; W1l—Ilength 1.17 m, width 0.5 m), which formed the corner of a
room and were preserved a single course high, below a layer of fill (L300). Wall 10 was built of ashlar stones (average
size 0.15 x 0.40 x 0.60 m) in dry construction, while Wall 11 was built of roughly dressed stones (0.20 x 0.35 x 0.50 m).
A fieldstone floor (L40) that was founded on soil abutted the walls. Jar fragments dating to the Byzantine period (fourth—
sixth centuries CE) were found in the fill between the stones in the walls and below the floor.
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Horbat Mesar
Final Report

7/12/2009

During March and August 2002, a salvage excavation was conducted along the southwestern fringes of the Meisar village (Permit
No. A-3602; map ref. NIG 204125-50/70556-8; OIG 154125-50/20556—8). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel
Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Menashe Regional Council, was directed by K. Sa‘id, with the assistance of A. Hajian
and V. Essman (surveying), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), O. Shorr (glass restoration), C. Hersch (drawing of pottery
and glass vessels), N. Katsnelson (glass finds) and D.T. Ariel (numismatics).

Kareem Sa'id

Previous excavations and surveys that had been carried out in the village exposed remains of buildings, rock-
hewn installations and fragments of pottery vessels that dated from the Roman until the Early Islamic periods
(HA-ESI 120; Survey of the Map of Ma‘anit [54], Site 34).

An excavation area (210 sq m) was opened on a low hill in the middle of the village and three strata from the
Roman and Byzantine periods were discovered (Figs. 1, 2).

Stratum [l

Two quarries, each with four rock-hewn steps, were exposed in the nari bedrock (Loci 116, 118, 126). The quarries had
been filled with soil and the Stratum Il buildings were constructed above them. The soil fill in the quarries contained
numerous fragments of pottery vessels, including a jar (Fig. 3:1) dated to the Roman period and two lamps (Fig. 3:2, 3)
that dated to the first—third centuries CE.

Stratum 11

Remains of walls and floors that can be ascribed to three buildings (A—C) were exposed.

Building A. Two fieldstone walls (W209, W210), preserved two courses high, were exposed in the western part of the
excavation area; the walls were abutted by a floor of crushed chalk (L123). Wall 210 was abutted by Wall 213, which
together formed the corner of a room. Wall 213 was next to another wall (W214), founded on bedrock.

Building B. Sections of fieldstone-built walls and floors, probably the remains of rooms and a corridor were exposed in
the southeastern part of the excavation area. The walls in the west of the building (W200, W201, W203) formed a room
and were abutted by a floor of crushed chalk (L103). Wall 201 was abutted by W202, in which a perforated ashlar stone
in secondary use was incorporated. A corridor that had a stone pavement (L131) was formed by Wall 203 and Wall 219
to its north, which was oriented east-west. East of the corridor was another corner of a room (W207, W215) that may
possibly be ascribed to this building. A wall (W222) that was abutted on the south by a chalk floor (L127) extended north
of and parallel to Wall 207.

Building C. The remains of walls (W216, W218, W220) that formed a room were exposed in the northeastern part of the
excavation area. A chalk floor (L122) abutted the western side of W218.

The pottery recovered from the fill in the walls and above Floor 123 included fragments of a cooking pot (Fig. 3:4), jars
(Fig. 3:5-7) and jugs (Fig. 3:8, 9) that dated to the Roman period (first-second centuries CE).

Stratum |

Remains of walls (W206, W211, W212, W223) that were built on top of Floor 122 of Stratum Il were exposed in the
northern part of the excavation area. The walls, built of large fieldstones, were preserved two courses high. Walls 206
and 212 were parallel to each other and oriented north—south. Walls 211 and 223, of which only the foundations were
preserved, probably connected W206 with W212. South of these walls was another wall (W208), built of fieldstones and
aligned east—west. It should probably also be ascribed to this stratum.

Fragments of cooking pan and pot (Fig. 4:1, 2) and jars (Fig. 4:3-9) that dated from the Late Roman period to and into
the Byzantine period were discovered in the fill of Walls 206 and 212.

The Coins

D.T. Ariel

Sixteen identified coins, which are chronologically consistent with the strata discovered at the site, were found. One coin
with a rectangular countermark, depicting a head facing right, was discovered in Stratum Il (L114; IAA 97643) and is
dated to sometime in the first century CE. The dates of all other coins are in keeping with that of Stratum I, from the end
of the Roman period and into the Byzantine period. The earliest of them may have been struck by Empress Salonina
(250-268 CE; IAA 97653), but most of the coins date to the fourth century CE (IAA 97644-97646, 97648-97652, 97654—
97658). The latest coin is a follis of the emperor Justin Il from the year 573/74 CE (Constantinople mint; IAA 97647).

Glass Vessels

Natalya Katsnelson

The site yielded six hundred and seventeen glass fragments, only half of which were diagnostic. Most came from not-
stratified fills of construction and have no secure context. The largest accumulation of glass fragments was excavated in
L110. The earliest vessels are generally attributed to the second century CE (Fig. 5: Nos. 1-5); the majority of the
assemblage is dated from the third to the early fifth centuries CE (Figs. 5:6, 6:1-9, 7:1-6).

The corpus consists of blown domestic tableware, mainly bowls and beakers; none of vessels is preserved intact. The
material is characterized by naturally colored glass, uniform manufacture methods and a wide range of similar types,
which altogether indicate the presence of a local workshop. Small remains of some industrial activity, probably of glass
(L110), and the discovery of very similar vessels at an adjacent site (Permit no. A—3925), support this proposal.

Strata Ill and Il

A small group of thin-walled vessels came from these strata. Locus 126 yielded a number of colorless pieces, including a
small bowl with a rounded rim (Fig. 5:1), a beaker with an unfinished rim (Fig. 5:2) and a small bottle with a triangular
body, constricted at the junction with a neck (Fig. 5:3). Three additional fragments of bluish-green glass were found in
L113. They belong to a bowl with a double fold on a horizontally splayed rim (Fig. 5:4), a bowl with a hollow ring base
(Fig. 5:5) and a flask, whose body and base are decorated with tiny pinches (Fig. 5:6).

Analogies to Fig. 5:1-5 come mainly from second-century CE contexts, especially in the Judean Desert, but are also
known from the north of the country. The fragment in Fig. 5:6 belongs to a rare type and is probably dated to the third
century CE.

Stratum |

The largest number of fragments was recovered from a construction accumulation (L110). They include a series of bowls
with a rounded rim (Fig. 6:1-9), beakers with a solid base (Fig. 7:1, 2) and various bottles (Fig. 7:3-6). These vessels are
made of bluish green, colorless and yellowish (Fig. 7:3) glass and are dated to the third—early fifth centuries CE.

Bowls. The large shallow bowl (Fig. 6:1) with a small horizontal fold on the walls is exceptional in its size and form.
Others are smaller and deeper, more resembling cups. The bowl in Fig. 6:2 has walls tapering downward and a double
fold on the wall. The cylindrical bowls in Fig. 6:3, 4 are distinguished by a thickened rim that forms a kind of collar. These
bowls had possibly a flattened base, like the bowl in Fig. 6:5. An unusual group is composed of bowls with a flaring rim
and a trail wound below it (Fig. 6:6-9). Their thickened concave bases form a low solid ring underneath. This subtype is
rare, since other comparisons from Israel, dating to the third—early fourth centuries CE, e.g., from Yehi‘am, Peqi‘in,
Khirbat Shema, Nahariyya and Khirbat Ibreiktas, have plain concave bases.

Beakers. Two fragments (Fig. 7:1, 2) are the upper and lower parts of a beaker with a solid base. The type is often
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decorated with a horizontal trail below the rounded rim, as on Fig. 7:1. These vessels, dating to the fourth century CE,
are well documented, especially in the Western Galille.

Bottles and Flasks. The fragments in Fig. 7:3, 4 are the upper parts of bottles with a tall neck and a funnel mouth. The
bottle in Fig. 7:3 is distinguished by the yellowish tinge of glass and a constricted neck, representing the late third—fourth
centuries CE. The spirally trailed fragment (Fig. 7:4) could also date later, to the fourth—early fifth centuries CE. The
fragment in Fig. 7:5 is the small lower part of an elongated flask with a massive trail applied to its base. Series of such
flasks found on the western foothills of Mount Carmel (Castra) were dated to the fourth—early fifth centuries CE (HA-ESI
109:27*). The fragment in Fig. 7:6 is a small base of a vessel, which stands on “toes”; only eight short “toes” of uneven
shapes were preserved. Such bases are known both on open and closed vessels that are dated from the third to the
fourth centuries CE, e.g., in ‘Akko, Nahariyya and Jalame.

The glass assemblage from H. Mesar is a small, but useful contribution to the data of glassware from the northern
Sharon plain. The Late Roman types, represented mainly by open vessels, are dominant. They were apparently
produced in a local workshop and most of them have analogies along the coastal plain of Israel, as well as in Samaria
and the Western Galille.
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7. Stratum |, glass beakers and bottles.
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5. Stone Quarry 1002
looking north.

6. Stone Quarries 1003 and
1004, plan.

Horbat Nekhes (Highway 431)
Final Report

Ron Toueq 24/3/2009

During September 2007, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat Nekhes(Permit No. A-5250; map ref. NIG 19592—
643/64423-522; OIG 14592-643/14423-522), prior to paving Highway 431. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel
Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Netivé Ayyalon Company, was directed by R. Toueg, with the assistance of R.
Mishayev and T. Melzen (surveying and drafting) and T. Sagiv (field photography).

Horbat Nekhesis situated along the hills north of the Ayyalon Valley, between Modi‘in and Highway 1 (Fig. 1).
The hills are crossed by ravines that mostly drain northward, toward Nahal ‘Anava. This region is characterized
by dolomite and limestone bedrock that form rocky areas with pockets of terra rossa soil. The excavation zone
includes two sites that had been documented in the Survey of Western Palestine by the Palestine Exploration
Fund: Khirbat el-Kunnisa (Horbat Nekhes), where remains of buildings, cisterns, rock-cuttings and tombs were
recorded and Horbat Hammim, located c. 1 km south of Horbat Nekhes, where remains of walls, rock-cuttings
and cisterns were identified. Previous excavations in this area were conducted by H. Torge and D.A. Sklar (HA-
ESI 114:62*-63*; Fig. 1:1), D.A. Sklar (HA-ESI 114:63*-64*; Fig. 1:2), A. Golani (HA-ESI 120; Fig. 1:3) and E.
van den Brink (HA-ESI 120; Fig. 1:3). Previous surveys in the excavation region and probe trenches cut prior to
the current excavation revealed a cistern and several rock-cuttings in bedrock.

An area of 200 sq m was excavated along the eastern slope of a hill that descends toward a wadi, c. 300 m north of
Horbat Nekhes. Small quarries for building stones and three rock-hewn installations were discerned in bedrock surfaces
on the slope; some of the rock-cuttings are known from previous surveys. The rock-cuttings extended from the top of the
slope (148.40 m above sea level), where a cistern was found, to its base (144.78 m above sea level). It seems that the
quarrying surfaces and installations were used by the residents of the adjacent settlement, Horbat Nekhes. However, no
potsherds or other diagnostic artifacts, except for modern finds alongside the cistern, were discovered in the excavation.

Bodeda (L1000; 0.4 x 0.5 m, depth 0.5 m; Fig. 2). A hewn, horseshoe-shaped bodeda was cleaned on the upper part of
a bedrock surface that protruded c. 1 m above surface. To the southwestern and southeastern corners of the bodeda,
two shallow rock-cuttings were probably used to press fruit or crush olives and the liquid drained into the bodeda.

Cistern (L1001; Figs. 3, 4). The round and deep opening of the cistern (diam. 1 m, depth c. 2 m) was hewn through a
layer of hard dolomite. When the layer of soft limestone beneath the dolomite was reached, the quarrymen widened the
cistern, which was not excavated due to technical constraints. Hence, it was impossible to determine its dimensions,
although it is known to be at least 6 m deep, or propose a date for its initial hewing. Still, it is clear that the cistern was
used over a long period and even served the residents of the Arab village of El-Kunnisa. The rock-hewn opening of the
cistern was made higher in the twentieth century, using stones in secondary use that were bonded with cement; among
the stones was an especially large one (0.8 x 0.8 x 1.3 m). A concrete surface was laid above the raised construction, in
which a square opening probably closed with an iron door was fixed. Jars that dated to the first half of the twentieth
century were found around the opening. Next to the northwestern corner of the cistern’s opening was an irregular
shaped, rock-hewn trough (depth 0.5 m). Another small trough in a stone, in secondary use (Fig. 4), was found near the
cistern’s southwestern corner.

Quarries. On bedrock surfaces were seven quarries for building stones. The small bedrock surfaces were unsuitable for
a large quarry and only one or two stones were hewn from each surface. Two stones (dimensions of larger stone 0.80 x
1.05 m) were extracted from the upper part of a bedrock surface (L1002; Fig. 5); signs of rock-cutting and stone
detachment were discerned. A hewn step (L1003; c. 0.4 x 3.3 m, depth c. 0.4 m; Fig. 6) seems to have remained on a
bedrock surface after the cutting of one or more large stone blocks, although detachment marks were absent. Two small
rock-cuttings (L1004; 0.4 x 0.4 m and 0.4 x 0.5 m; Fig. 6) were discovered c. 2 m east of the step. Indistinct quarrying
marks (L1005; Fig. 7)—probably the result of hewing small building stones—were apparent in the upper part of a bedrock
surface that protruded above surface. A small quarry (L1007; Fig. 7) where medium-sized stones were hewn was
exposed at the bottom of the slope; two stones, whose quarrying was not completed, remained in the corners of the
quarry. Some 2 m north of the cistern (L1001), the quarrying remains of one building stone were exposed.

Treading Floor (L1006; Fig. 8). A partially quarried treading floor was found; only its long, western side (length 2.6 m)
was completely hewn. The northern and southern parts of the floor were unfinished and remained as natural bedrock
outcrops. Building stones were hewn in the high parts of bedrock in preparation for the treading floor; detachment marks
were still visible in the southern side of the surface and a building stone whose quarrying was incomplete, remained in
situ. It seems that the quarrymen intended to cut other building stones to attain a straight surface that would extend
across the entire bedrock surface.
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7. Stone Quarries 1005 and 1007, plan.
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Horbat Pelah (North)
Final Report

Elena Kogan-Zehavi 1/7/2009
During the end of June and beginning of July 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted northeast of Horbat Pelah (Permit No. A-
3942; map ref. NIG 19300-08/61398—400; OIG 14300-08/11398-400), prior to the installation of an electric pole along the patrol
road. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Israel Electric Company, was
directed by E. Kogan-Zehavi, with the assistance of A. Hajian and H. Moyal (surveying and drafting), H. Stark (GPS), T. Sagiv (field
photography), I. Lidsky (drawing) and A. Nagorsky.

One square (4 x 6 m; Figs. 1, 2) was opened along the western slope of a hill; building remains from the Early
Islamic period (Strata I, II), cist graves from the end of the Byzantine period (Stratum Ill) and a few building
remains from the Byzantine period (Stratum IV) were exposed. Remains of a ruin and a cistern were visible on
the hill, to the northeast of the excavation.

Stratum |. The end of a wall (W5; preserved height 0.25 m) built of coarsely dressed stones and aligned east-west was
exposed in the southeastern part of the square, at a depth of 0.2 m below surface. A floor of small fieldstones (L2)
abutted the wall from the north. The soil fill above the floor contained numerous fragments of pottery vessels from the
eighth—ninth centuries CE, including cooking pots (Fig. 3:2, 3), a jar (Fig. 3:4) and a fragment of a lamp (Fig. 3:6), as well
as roof tiles, lumps of white mosaic, marble fragments and a few pieces of glass vessels and window panes. The rims of
a bowl (Fig. 3:1) and a jar (Fig. 3:5) that dated to the Byzantine period were discovered below the floor. Based on the
ceramic finds, the wall and the floor could be dated to the eighth—ninth centuries CE.

Stratum Il. A section of a corner (W4; length 1.3 m, width 1.1 m, preserved height 0.5 m) was exposed in the
northeastern part of the square. It was built of coarsely dressed stones on the exterior face and small fieldstones on the
interior. Two stone floors abutted W4 from the south; one floor (L7) abutted the upper part of the wall and the other (L17)
joined its bottom part, hence being the earlier of the two. Another floor of tamped earth (L10) whose elevation matched
that of Floor 17, was exposed on the inside and north of W4. The artifacts above Floor 7 included a few potsherds from
the Byzantine period and fragments of glass vessels and tesserae. A fragment of a Late Roman C bowl with a black rim
(Fig. 3:7) dating to the sixth century CE and a jar rim (Fig. 3:8) that was common to the sixth—eighth centuries CE were
found in the soil fill between the Floors 7 and 17. Four round beads of turquoise colored glass, one of which is complete,
were discovered on Floor 10.

Stratum llI. Six cist graves (0.8-1.0 x 2.3 m), oriented east-west, were exposed below the level of Floors 10 and 17 of
Stratum II. Three of the graves (T13, T14, T19; Fig. 4) were discovered on the western side of the square, two graves
(T20, T23) were below the walls of Strata | and Il and another grave (T22) was discerned in the square’s northern balk.
The graves (not excavated) were built of dressed rectangular stones and covered with stone slabs of various sizes. The
soil fill above the graves and below Floor 17 (Loci 8, 12, 16) contained many potsherds, including imported African Red
Slip bowls (570-625 CE; Fig. 3:9), kraters (Fig. 3:10-12), a cooking pot (Fig. 3:13), a jar rim (Fig. 3:14) and a flask (Fig.
3:15) that dated to the end of the Byzantine period and extended into the Early Islamic period.

Stratum IV. A wall (W21; exposed length 1 m, width 0.5 m), oriented north—south, was revealed in the western part of the
square. Built of two rows of dressed rectangular stones, it was preserved two courses high. The wall's southern side was
cut by T19 and its northern part continued beyond the excavation area. The soil fill below the graves and beneath the
wall's foundation (L15) contained potsherds from the Byzantine period (sixth—seventh centuries CE), including a bowl
(Fig. 3:16), a Fine Byzantine Ware slipped bowl (Fig. 3:17), kraters (Fig. 3:18, 19), jars (Fig. 3:20, 21) and a jug (Fig.
3:22).

The excavation of Strata | and Il seems to indicate that a building from the Early Islamic period stood nearby; it may have
been paved with a mosaic, covered with a tile roof and its windows had glass panes. The cist graves, exposed below the
building remains, were earlier than the building and should be dated to the latter part of the Byzantine period. The
number and density of the graves suggest that they were part of a cemetery located in the area. Other tombs had
previously been discovered west of the excavation during backhoe work, which was suspended and the tombs were not
excavated. Wall 21 in Stratum IV clearly predated the tombs, as it was severed by one them.
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2. The excavation area, looking west.

FT1 EN  @F =

T

L " i




366 /1510

(Volume No. HA-ESI 121 (2009

1. Plan and sections.

Horbat Petora (North)
Final Report

llan Peretz and Oded Feder 5/1/2009

During August—September 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat Petora North (Permit No. A-3981; map ref. NIG
18210-20/61125-35; OIG 13210-20/11125-35), in the wake of paving work along the Cross-Israel Highway. The excavation,
on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by I. Peretz and O. Feder, with the assistance of H. Lavi and E. Bachar
(administration), A. Hajian (surveying), T. Sagiv (field photography), N. Zak (drafting) and P. Nahshoni and D. Varga.

Twelve and a half squares (200 sqg m) were opened at the foot of a gentle hill, revealing meager remains of three
walls (W117—length 0.9 m, width 0.25 m, height 0.21 m; W110—length 5.25 m, width 0.75 m, height 0.32 m;
W111—length 6.7 m, width 0.4 m, height 0.18 m) that delimited a gray level mixed with numerous potsherds, glass
and bones (Loci 112, 114, 115, 124, 127, 143, 153, 154). These were probably agricultural terraces built directly on
bedrock.

Two natural caves (Loci 145, 146) were located below the gray level and the terraces’ soil fill, which contained
fragments of pottery vessels that included a few jar rims from the Early Roman period, as well as Gaza jars, jugs,
juglets, cooking pots, bowls, a fragment of a bowl decorated with a cross, fragments of lamps and glass, bones and
basalt, all dating to the Late Byzantine and the beginning of the Early Islamic periods (sixth—seventh centuries CE).
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Horbat Petora (North)
Final Report

Oded Feder 28/7/2009

During May 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat Petora (North), located in the Lachish region (Permit No. A-3905;
map ref. NIG 1821-3/6116-9; OIG 1321-3/1116-9; Fig. 1), prior to installing communication lines along the route of the Cross-Israel
Highway. The excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by Bezeq, was directed by O. Feder, with the
assistance of H. Lavi (administration), A. Hajian (surveying), T. Sagiv (field photography) and I. Lidski-Reznikov (pottery drawing).

Two phases were discerned. The first phase consisted of two rooms and a staircase, leading to an underground
void that was not excavated, which belonged to a farmhouse that was built on a bedrock terrace (Fig. 2). A
limekiln south of the building was ascribed to the second phase.

The farmhouse comprised two long rooms (1, 2; Fig. 3) whose walls (width 0.8 m) were partly founded on a sloping
perforated bedrock terrace and partly on top of leveled soil fill that also served as their floors. A refuse pit was discovered
north of the building.

Room 1 (4.4 x 6.0 m) had survived by their northern (W2) and eastern (W1) walls. At the northern end of W1 was an
opening (width 0.9 m) with a threshold that led to Room 2. Two stones that apparently served as the base of a pilaster for
an arch were discovered in the middle of W1, on its western side. The other room’s walls did not survive, but their outline
could be discerned at the end of the bedrock terrace on the southern (W3) and western sides.

Room 2 (2.6 x 6.0 m) was survived by three of its walls (W1, W2, W4); the fourth was most likely located at the end of
the bedrock terrace. A rectangular base built of large stones, which probably served as the foundation for a staircase,
was discovered at the northern end of the room, abutting W2. The meager remains of a flagstone pavement on top of
tamped soil fill, which was incorporated in the bedrock floor, were discovered near W1 in the center of the room.

The pottery vessels on the floor of Room 1 (L108) included jar fragments (Fig. 6:14, 18); on the floor of Room 2 (Loci
107, 125, 126) were fragments of bowls (Fig. 6:3, 6), kraters (Fig. 6:7), a cooking pot (Fig. 6:10, 12) and jars (Fig 6:16,
17, 19), all dating to the sixth—seventh centuries CE.

The staircase,to the south of Room 1, consisted of six steps, some bedrock-hewn and others built. It rested against a
wall (W6; Fig. 4) along its southern side and led from the bedrock surface to the opening of a shaft (0.9 x 3.0 m, depth
2.07 m), which was blocked by a rectangular stone; a recess in its southern side was most likely meant for a rolling
stone. The staircase apparently led to a burial cave that was not excavated. A fragment of a krater (Fig. 6:8) from the
sixth—seventh centuries CE was recovered from the fill in the staircase.

The installation (not marked on plan), having two rectangular hewn recesses, was discovered south of the building and
the staircase. A narrow channel connected the higher and deeper eastern recess (0.56 x 0.70 m) to the western one (1.0
x 1.1 m). It seems this was some sort of agricultural installation.

A refuse pit (L118; diam. c. 2 m, depth c. 1.1 m), which was a natural depression in bedrock, was discovered alongside
the northern W2 of the building. The fill that covered the pit (L105) contained fragments of pottery vessels, including
cooking pots (Fig. 6:11, 13), a jar (Fig. 6:15) and a jug (Fig. 6:20). Fragments of bowls (Fig. 6: 1, 2, 4, 5) and a cooking
pot (Fig. 6:9) were recovered from the excavation of the pit itself. All the ceramic finds were dated to the latter part of the
Byzantine—the beginning of the Early Islamic periods (sixth—seventh centuries CE).

The limekiln (diam. 2.9 m, depth 2.3 m; Fig. 5) was hewn in bedrock south of Room 2 and had its opening (0.7 x 0.9 m)
in the east. The dome did not survive and a thick layer of lime (0.97 m) was discovered on its floor. The kiln’s proximity to
the farmhouse can be explained by the availability of masonry stones that were removed from the structure for the
purpose of manufacturing lime during the Umayyad period. Another limekiln was discovered in the vicinity (HA-ESI 120).

The farmhouse at Petora, which is dated to the end of the Byzantine and the beginning of the Early Islamic periods,
apparently constituted part of the agricultural periphery in the Lachish region.
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4. Staircase, looking east.
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1. Area A, plan.

Horbat Rimon
Final Report

Yael Abadi-Reiss and Nir-Shimshon Paran 20/1/2009

During 2004—-2005 archaeological excavations were conducted in Horbat Rimon (Permit Nos. A-3976, A-4080, A-4531; map
ref. NIG 1875/5870; OIG 1375/0870). The excavations, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and funded
by the Jewish National Fund, were directed by Y. Abadi (2003-2004) and N.S. Paran (2005), with the assistance of O.
Feder and K. Golan (area supervision), H. Lavi (administration), V. Pirsky and A. Hajian (surveying), T. Sagiv (field
photography), E. Belashoc (drafting), A. Pikovski (pottery drawing) and O. Aflalo (Negev Archaeological Center). Youth
groups from Israel and abroad participated in the excavations in the framework of the ‘Jewish layer’ project of the JNF.

At the top of Horbat Rimon’s hill, 470 m above sea level, along the fringes of the Lahav Forest in the
southern Judean Shephelah and c. 60 m south of the current excavations, a synagogue and other areas
had previously been excavated by A. Kloner (HA 67-68:52-53; 72:32-34; 76:34-35 [Hebrew]). A new
are (A) was opened in 2003 in the upper third of the northern slope of a hill that was documented by B.
Zissu and D. Amit (B. Zissu, 2001. Rural Settlement in the Judean Hills and Foothills from Late Second
Temple Period to the Bar Kokhba Revolt, Ph.D. dissertation, the Hebrew University, Jerusalem). A
migwe (ritual bath) and a building were exposed (Fig. 1).

Migwe

The rock-hewn miqwe is nearly square (L11; 6.6 x 7.1 m). Its northern part was opened and the ceiling of its
southern part was the nari rock. Above the quarried eastern and western sides, walls were built (W11—Ilength 2.2
m, width 0.7 m, height 0.5 m, a single course; W10—length 3.5 m, width 0.5-0.6 m, height 0.4-0.6 m, a single
course). Seven hewn steps accessed the migwe; five extended its entire width (length 7.3 m, width 0.30-0.65 m,
height 0.2-0.5 m) and the other two were partially preserved and apparently were completed with construction
that only partly survived. A compact, white-gray hydraulic plaster was preserved on the rock ceiling and on some
of the miqwe’s walls, particularly in the covered section, as well as on the rock wall in the open northern section,
but not on the steps.

The finds recovered from the miqwe were mixed and dated from the Byzantine period to modern times.

Building

To the south of the migwe and higher up on the slope, a building founded on a rock shelf and roofing the southern
part of the migwe, was exposed. The tops of its walls were visible above surface prior to the excavation. The
building consisted of three rooms in a row, aligned north—south (Rooms R1-R3) and an adjacent open courtyard
on the west (R4) whose southern wall did not survive.

The walls of the rooms (W3-W8; width 0.65-0.80 m, max. height 0.6 m, 1-2 courses) were built of large ashlar
and fieldstones (0.2-0.4 x 0.6-0.7 m), set on the leveled rock surface that served as the floor of the rooms. The
walls of the courtyard (W1, W2; width 0.4-0.6 m, max. height 0.7 m, 2 courses) consisted only of fieldstones and
were set on a fill.

The finds from the building included potsherds and a few flint artifacts. The potsherds were mixed and dated from
the Hellenistic period to modern times.

The mixed finds did not enable to set a date, yet the Jewish settlement in Kloner's excavations was dated from
the first to the sixth centuries CE.
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Horbat Rimon
Preliminary Report

Nir-Shimshon Paran and Svetlana Talis 20/1/2009

During the course of 2006 an initiated excavation was conducted at Horbat Rimon (Permit No. A-4724; map ref. NIG 18745/58709;
OIG 13745/08709). The excavation, on behalf of the Antiquities Authority and with the financial support of the Jewish National Fund,
was directed by N.S. Paran and S. Talis, with the participation of H. Lavi (administration), O. Aflalo (Negev Archaeological Center)
and A. Hajian (surveying).

Horbat Rimon is situated on a hill along the fringes of the Lahav Forest in the southern part of the Judean
Shephelah and excavations were conducted there in the past (HA-ESI 121).

A new area (Area B) was opened, c. 20 m south of Area A, where massive walls of a building (15 x 25 m) were visible on
the surface level. The structure was supported from the north by a curved wall (W6) that was built of two courses of very
large stones.

There was a large courtyard in the southwestern part of the building (R3; 5.0 x 8.5 m) which was delimited from the north
by Wall 1, from the east by Wall 7 and from the west by Wall 4. The southern boundary of the courtyard has not yet been
discovered.

In the northern and eastern wings of the courtyard were three rooms whose walls were preserved to a height of two to
four courses. In the northern wing was Room R1 (3.7 x 6.0 m), delimited in the east by Wall 3 and in the south by Wall 1.
East of it was Room R2 (3.5 x 3.5 m) which was delimited in the north by Wall 2, in the south by Wall 9 and in the west
by Wall 3. Another wall started to be exposed along the eastern edge of the room but its identity is unclear. East of the
courtyard was another room (R4; 4.0 x 4.7 m), which was delimited in the north by Wall 9, in the east by Wall 8, in the
south by Wall 5 and in the west by Wall 7.

The possibility should not be ruled out that other walls which have not yet been discovered are located on the eastern
side of the building. The complete plan of the building has yet to be ascertained and the excavation has not yet reached
the floors of its rooms. The excavation will be completed in the coming seasons.

Area B nov

1. Plan.
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Horbat Shelah (west)
Final Report

Mordechai Haiman 17/11/2009

During July—August 2003, an excavation was conducted in a complex winepress west of Horbat Shelah (Khirbat Umm Kalkha; Permit
No. A-3967; map ref. NIG 18241/61390; OIG 13241/11390). The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority
and underwritten by the Cross-Israel Highway Ltd., was directed by M. Haiman (photography), with the assistance of A. Hajian and T.
Kornfeld (surveying and drafting) and A. Pikovsky (drawing).

A complex industrial winepress (13.25 x 17.40 m; Figs. 1-3) that was built in an agricultural region at the foot of a
slope was excavated c. 500 m west of Horbat Shelah. Probe trenches excavated around the winepress
ascertained that the installation was not part of a larger building or a settlement. The preservation of the
winepress’ eastern part was good and it deteriorated farther to the west. Two distinct construction phases that
dated to the sixth—seventh centuries CE were discerned in the winepress. A cistern (L141) was exposed to the
south of the winepress.

The Early Phase

A simple winepress was built; its components included a treading floor (L121) and a collecting vat (L161), separated by a
wall (W156). The treading floor (9.5 x 10.9 m) was paved with a mosaic (size of tesserae 3 x 3 cm), a section of which was
exposed in the southwestern corner of the surface (L129; 1.0 x 1.3 m; Fig. 4), beneath the remains of a storage cell that
was dated to the late phase (L126). The western side of the mosaic section (129) ended in a straight line at W156 (width
0.4 m). The mosaic bedding, composed of small stones and bonded with cement, was overlain with a layer of white cement
(thickness c. 5 cm); it was preserved in most of the treading floor area. Collecting Vat 161 was a square cell (3.0 x 3.2 m),
delimited by four walls (W156-W159). An octagonal collecting vat was built within it in the late phase. A paved surface
(L139) had apparently surrounded the collecting vat and only remains of its foundation, which abutted the foundation trench
of the winepress’ western enclosure wall (W145), were preserved. The entire winepress was enclosed by walls on four
sides (W116, W145, W146, W149; width 1.15 m).

The Late Phase

The simple winepress was converted into a complex industrial winepress in this phase (Fig. 5). The major change was in
the construction of four storage cells (Loci 122, 123, 126, 152; 0.8 x 2.0 m, height 1.4 m; Figs. 6, 7) along the eastern and
southern sides of the treading floor. The cells, built of small stones bonded in cement, formed an L-shaped structure (width
c. 2.5 m height 1.5 m) and were almost completely preserved. They were paved with a coarse mosaic and their walls were
coated with a thick layer of plaster that contained potsherds; their ceiling was thick and vaulted (thickness c. 0.8 m). A
treading floor was built on the roof of each of the cells. The floors were of a coarse mosaic, delineated by partition walls
(W134, W136, W148; width c. 0.5 m) and poorly preserved. The facades of the storage cells faced the main treading floor
(L121) and their openings were higher than its floor. Round holes (diam. c. 5 cm) were discovered at the bottom of the walls
in the front of Cells 123 and 126. These were probably intended for pipes that led to the built vat in the screw base recess
(L155) in the center of the treading floor. A lead pipe (diam. c. 3 cm) was discovered inside this vat, opposite Cell 126.

The main treading floor was reduced by about a third of its original size (5.4 x 5.5 m) and it was repaved with a coarse
mosaic (tesserae size 4 x 4 cm; Loci 120, 132), of which only two sections were preserved. The tesserae were arranged
diagonally, except for the frame along the edges of the floor that consisted of two rows of tesserae. The floor bedding was
composed of small stones bonded with cement. A recess for the base of the press screw (L155; 2 x 2 m, depth 0.8 m; Fig.
8) was exposed in the center of the treading floor. The sides of the recess were destroyed in antiquity; however, its
margins, built of large stones, were preserved. A rectilinear cavity (0.3 x 0.5 m, depth c. 0.2 m; Fig. 9) was cut at the bottom
of the recess. A lead pipe (diam. c. 3 cm) that faced Storage Cell 126 was set in the southern side of the cavity and another
lead pipe (diam. c. 5 cm) that connected to the settling pit (L138), located west of the treading floor, was fixed in the
western side of the cavity. A fragment of a limestone screw press (c. 0.8 x 0.8 m, thickness 0.2 m) with a square hole in its
center (0.4 x 0.4 m; Fig. 10) was discovered nearby. Millstones placed one atop the other, whose stratigraphic context is
unclear, were recorded in the southeastern corner of the treading floor (Fig. 11).

Wall 156 continued to be used in this phase, separating the treading floor from the collecting vat (L115) and the settling pit
(L138). Floor 120 in the treading floor ended in a straight line and abutted W156. Floor 139 to the west of W156 continued
to be used. The leveled bedding of a mosaic floor was discovered in the area of Floor 139 but only a small section of the
mosaic itself that consisted of coarse tesserae (L118) survived in the southeastern corner.

An octagonal collecting vat (L115; length per side 2.38 m, depth c. 1.5 m; Fig. 12) was built inside the collecting vat of the
early phase. The space between the sides of the octagonal vat and the earlier collecting vat (L161) was filled with small
stones, bonded with mortar. The walls of the octagonal vat were coated with a thick layer of white plaster and its floor was
paved with a coarse mosaic, which characterize the pavements of the winepress in the late phase. The floor was framed at
the edges with two rows of tesserae that were arranged in a different direction than that of the floor tesserae. A circular,
stepped pit, lined with stones, was cut in the center of the vat (upper part diam. 0.8 m, lower part diam. 0.4 m, depth 0.5 m).
A stone was fixed in its center to secure the screw. A round niche (width 0.5 m, height c. 0.6 m), which contained a lead
pipe (diam. c. 5 cm) that led to Settling Pit 138, was installed in the northeastern wall of the collecting vat.

A rectangular settling pit whose eastern part is curved (L138; 1.1 x 1.6 m, depth 0.7 m; Fig. 13) was built north of Collecting
Vat 115. The sides of the pit were coated with a thick layer of plaster and its floor was paved with a coarse industrial
mosaic. Lead pipes that led to the recess of Screw Press 155 and Collecting Vat 115 were inserted through the eastern and
southern sides of the pit.

The walls enclosing the winepress (width c. 1.15 m) were divided lengthwise in two. The outer wall was raised c. 0.5 m
higher than the inner wall, which was used as a bench (Figs. 14, 15). The eastern wall (W146/W147) and the eastern part
of the southern wall (W116) were preserved to their full height (1.3 m). The western part of W116 was preserved one—four
courses high (max. 0.5 m) and extended to the hewn side of a migwe, located to its west, which belonged to the late phase
(L141; below). An opening in this part of the wall allowed rainwater to flow from the treading floor to the miqwe. Only the
eastern part of the northern wall (W149; length c. 7.5 m) was preserved. The division of the wall into an inner bench and an
outer wall was apparent at the wall's eastern end. An opening that may date to the late phase of the winepress was
probably located near the juncture between W149 and the eastern wall. The western wall (W145) was not preserved,
except for its foundation trench, which was hewn in bedrock (depth 2-5 cm) and its entire length had survived. The space
between the storage cells and the eastern and southern enclosure walls of the winepress was filled with small stones and
mortar (Loci 143, 150; width 1.2 m). The top of the fill was c. 0.4 m lower than the top of the bench (W147).

The cistern (L141; 3.5 x 4.0 m, depth c. 2.5 m; Fig. 16) was bedrock hewn and coated with a thick layer of plaster. A
staircase of seven steps led from its opening (width c. 1 m, height c. 1.7 m) to its bottom. Rock-cutting remains in the side
and ceiling of the cistern indicate that initially, it was apparently a miqwe (2.5 x 2.5 m), possibly at the time of the winepress’
early phase; later, maybe in the late phase of the winepress, the migwe was enlarged and used as a cistern. The
miqwe/cistern was filled with rainwater that flowed from the winepress, probably via an opening that was cut in W116. The
miqwe attests to the association of the winepress with a Jewish settlement.

A multitude of ceramics that dated from the end of the sixth and the beginning of the seventh centuries CE was discovered
in the winepress and the cistern. The majority of fragments were jars (95%), mainly of the later type of Gaza jars (Fig. 17:7—
9) and also bag-shaped jars from the south of Israel (Fig. 17:10, 11), Late Roman C bowls (Fig. 17:1), an imitation of a Fine
Byzantine Ware bowl (Fig. 17:2) that first appeared at the end of the Byzantine period, a bowl with an everted rim that has
an interior gutter (Fig. 17:3), kraters (Fig. 17:4—6) and cooking pots (Fig. 17:13-15). Fragments of a flask (Fig. 17:16) and a
jar with a tall neck (Fig. 17:12), which date to the Abbasid period, were discovered in the cistern; these potsherds were
probably swept into it after the site was abandoned.
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4. Remains of Mosaic Floor L129 on the early treading floor, looking east.
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6. Storage cells, looking east.
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8. Recess at the base of screw press.
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11. Upper millstones, looking southeast.
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12. The collecting vat from the late phase,
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13. The settling pit and collecting vat in the late phase, looking south.

14. The southern wall of the winepress, looking west.
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16. Cistern 141, looking south.
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Horbat Siv, Survey of Northern Sharon
Final Report

Yehuda Dagan and Leticia Barda 15/9/2009
During September 2002, a survey was conducted west of the Shuweika village and east of Qibbuz Bahan (Permit No. A-3736; map
ref. NIG 20240-434/69410-520; OIG 15240-434/19410-520), along the planned route of the separation fence. The survey,
undertaken on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and underwritten by the Ministry of Defense, was directed by Y. Dagan and
L. Barda (GPS).

A strip of land (length 3 km, width 250 m) was investigated in the low, western part of Samaria, along which
eighteen survey sites with antiquities were identified (Fig. 1). The southwestern section of the surveyed strip
(Sites 1-14), extending southeast of Bahan (map ref. 20245/69445) up to the road leading from the Zemer
Junction to Shuweika, runs along the fringes of two tells, Khirbat Dahara and Horbat Siv, both declared
antiquities sites. Burial caves, quarries and rock-hewn installations could be discerned on surface, as well as
buildings remains and numerous potsherds. The central section (Sites 15, 16), extending eastward from the
road and parallel to Nahal Bahan, passes through an olive grove that is c. 40 years old. Although clusters of flint
artifacts were observed on surface, no ancient tools were identified among them. The northern section of the
surveyed strip (Sites 17, 18) runs along a rocky slope where agricultural installations were hewn, including
basins, a bodeda for extracting oil, cupmarks and a stone quarry. Farming terraces in this area were built along
the fringes of Khirbat el-Jarushiya (Site 18).

The sites are described below:

(1) Map ref. 20252/69418 — burial cave; blocked entrance (0.83 x 1.60 m); courtyard walls (height 1.7 m) are vertically
hewn in bedrock and modern heaps of soil cover the courtyard’s floor.

(2) Map ref. 20254/69420 — burial cave and rock-cuttings along bedrock surface. The cave, damaged by later quarrying,
had survived by the chamber (1.3 x 1.6 m) and two kokhim in its southern side (0.68 x 1.55 m), filled with modern debris.
East of the cave opening was a rock-hewn bodeda for extracting oil (diam. 0.3 m) and nearby, rock-cuttings that were
probably used for quarrying building stones were discerned.

(3) Map ref. 20255/69418 — shallow rock-cutting (1.1 x 1.3 m, depth 0.3 m) on bedrock surface.

(4) Map ref. 20248/69413 — cave dwelling (5 x 10 m, height 1.9-2.1 m).

(5) Map ref. 20256/69417 — quarry (2.3 x 3.6 m, depth 0.32-0.55 m) and a scattering of potsherds (1.2 x 2.0 m).

(6) Map ref. 20257/69421 — cave (pit?; diam. of opening 0.9 m).

(7) Map ref. 20257/69526 — large hewn cistern with elliptical opening (1.50 x 2.25 m) and rock-hewn pool nearby (0.8 x
1.2, depth 0.55 m).

(8) Map ref. 20269/69442 — northeastern corner of building (presumed area 3.5 x 4.7 m), surrounded by scattering of
building stones; pottery fragments from the Mamluk and Ottoman periods.

(9) Map ref. 20271/69449 — two rock-cuttings, square (0.5 x 0.6 m, depth 0.16 m) and rectangular (0.8 x 2.0 m, depth 0.9
m), probably used for processing agricultural products.

(10) Map ref. 20275/69454 — shallow quarry (3 x 5 m).

(11) Map ref. 20281/69469 — concentration of dressed building stones (5 x 5 m).

(12) Map ref. 20281/69471 — concentration (diam. 4 m) of building stones that may be the remains of a structure, most of
whose stones were removed for reuse in later construction; potsherd scattering (diam. 10 m); rock-cuttings on bedrock
outcrops.

(13) Map ref. 20284/69473 — winepress and rock-cuttings on a flat bedrock outcrop; the hewn winepress included a
treading floor (0.9 x 1.0 m, depth 0.36 m) and a collecting vat (0.6 x 0.9 m, depth 0.78 m) to its east that was filled with
alluvium; c. 2 m to the east—bedrock surfaces that bear signs of quarrying, probably of building stones.

(14) Map ref. 20280/6947 — two burial caves, a hewn winepress and a quarry for masonry stones; modern debris piled on
all remains hindered accurate documentation.

(15) Map ref. 20395/69499 — scattering of potsherds from the Early Roman, Late Roman and Byzantine periods (diam.
15 m); farming terraces were built on the slope.

(16) Map ref. 20393/69496 — hewn rectangular vat (0.5 x 0.7 m), surrounded by potsherd scattering (diam. 5 m) from the
Roman and Byzantine periods.

(17) Map ref. 20414/69519 — masonry stone quarry (2.7 x 3.0 m); hewn vat (0.44 x 0.66, depth 0.32 m).

(18) Map ref. 20414/69518 — farming terraces.
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2. Pottery.

Horbat Tirat Tamra
Final Report

Haqit Tahan 2/12/2009

During November 2001, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat Tirat Tamra (Permit No. A-3518; map ref. NIG 216240—
45/750835-40; OIG 166240-45/250835-40). The excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was directed by H. Tahan,
with the assistance of A. Thatcher (area supervision), V. Essman (surveying), A. Hajian (drafting), E.J. Stern (pottery reading) and Y.
Gorin-Rosen (glass finds).

The corner of a large building was exposed on the southern slope of the site (Fig. 1).

Two squares, in the southeast (4.5 x 7.0 m) and the north (4.0 x 4.5 m) of the building, along the continuation of the
eastern wall (W10), were opened.

The walls of the building, preserved six courses high (2 m), were built of roughly hewn medium-sized stones. Walls 10
and 13 were built on a foundation of stone and earth above bedrock.

Two perpendicular walls (W12, W15) inside the building were probably used to partition the structure into rooms.
Numerous potsherds and a few glass vessels were found, including a cooking pot (Fig. 2:1) from the Hellenistic period; a
bowl (Fig. 2:2) and jars (Fig. 2:3, 4) from the Early Roman period; bowls (Fig. 2:5-8) and a cooking pot (Fig. 2:9) from the
Byzantine period; a bowl (Fig. 2:10) and a jar (Fig. 2:11) from the Early Islamic period; bowls (Fig. 2:12-14) from the
Crusader period; bowls (Fig. 2:15-17); a juglet (Fig. 2:18) from the Mamluk period and bowls (Fig. 2:19-21) and a pipe
(Fig. 2:21) from the Ottoman period.

Potsherds from all these periods were also found on the bedrock and next to the foundations; based on the latest
potsherds, the structure can be dated to the Ottoman period.
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Hura, Nahal Shoket
Final Report

Vlada Nikolsky 18/12/2008

During April 2003, a salvage excavation was conducted at the settlement of Hura (Permit the No. A-3885; map ref. NIG 19281—
91/57935-45; OIG 14281-91/07935-45), in the wake of development plans. The excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Antiquities
Authority and financed by the Israel Lands Administration, was directed by V. Nikolsky-Carmel, with the assistance of A. Hajian
(surveying and drafting), T. Sagiv (field photography), L. Kupershmidt (metallurgical laboratory), N. Ze'evi (drawing) and D.T. Ariel
(numismatics).

Four squares (59 sq m; Fig. 1) were opened within the precincts of the Nahal Shoket site.

A building, probably used as a watchman's hut, was exposed. The walls of the structure were built of medium-sized lime
stones (0.2 x 0.3 m), which were not all preserved. A stone weight was among those utilized in the construction of the
eastern wall (W13). The floor of the building was not preserved. The finds included a few potsherds from the Late
Byzantine period, such as bowls (Fig. 2:1, 2), kraters (Fig. 2:3-5), a cooking pot (Fig. 2:6) and a cooking pot lid (Fig. 2:7),
as well as several metal fragments, including a poorly preserved coin that probably dates to the fourth century CE.
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1. Plan and section.
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4. Western cistern, genera
view, looking north.

5. Western cistern

southwestern corner, looking
north.

6. Western cistern, sample of
the plaster layers from the
floor.

7. Pottery.
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Jerusalem, Ramat Sharet
Final Report

Annette Nagar 17/12/2008
In November 2006 a salvage excavation was conducted on Moshe Sharet Street, in the Ramat Sharet neighborhood of Jerusalem
(Permit No. A-4944; map ref. NIG 21750/62932; OIG 16750/12932), prior to the construction of residential buildings (Fig. 1). The
excavation, undertaken on behalf of the Antiquities Authority with the financial support of the Azorim Company, was directed by A.
Nagar, with the participation of R. Abu Halaf (administration), V. Pirski (surveying), R. Brin (drafting), T. Sagiv (field photography), I.
Lidski-Resnikov (drawing), C. Amit (studio photography) and N. Ze'evi (archives photographs).

Two squares were excavated in which two rock-hewn, plastered cisterns were exposed that were used by the
inhabitants of the Arab village of Malha until 1948. The eastern cistern is dated to the Ottoman period and the
western one to the Byzantine period. The cisterns were severely damaged during the course of construction
work.

The Eastern Cistern

The cistern (L100; 3.6 x 5.5 m, depth 3.8 m; Fig. 2) was hewn in the limestone bedrock and was irregular in shape; its
ceiling, which was arched, was preserved only in the western part. The sides of the cistern were slanted inwards in the
bottom part of the installation and its floor sloped to the east. At the eastern end of the floor was an oval settling basin
(L100A; 1.15 x 1.60, depth 0.15 m). The northeast side of the cistern was preserved higher than its other sides (3.65 m).
Two layers of plaster were applied to the sides (5 cm thick) and to the floor (7 cm thick). The bottom layer consisted of
light gray plaster with a hard cement-like texture which contained crushed potsherds and gravel (3.5 cm thick on the
sides, 5.5 cm thick on the floor), while the upper layer was modern cement (1.5 cm thick on the sides and floor). Water
level lines were observed on the cement layer. The opening to the cistern was evidently situated in its eastern side. The
finds that were recovered from inside the cistern date to the modern era and include a small glass bottle, a rifle bullet and
a coin.

The Western Cistern

The cistern (L101; 2.95 x 3.50 m; Figs. 3, 4) was hewn in the limestone bedrock and was plastered. It was squarish in
shape, although its northern side was curved. The cistern’s ceiling was not preserved; its floor sloped to the north. It
seems that the opening to the cistern was in its northern side. The cistern was found blocked with poured, modern
cement that covered the alluvium sediment at the bottom of the installation. Differences in the thickness of the plaster (as
much as 15 cm), the number of layers (2-5) and their composition were noted on the walls of the cistern and its floor.
The different layers of plaster were comprised of pale yellow limestone, white lime and large fragments of potsherds,
white/pink lime with ground potsherds and cement in the upper layer (Figs. 5, 6).

The potsherds that were found in the walls of the cistern include jars from the Second Temple period (Fig. 7:1-3) and
bowls from the Byzantine period (Fig. 7:4, 5).

The location of the cisterns indicates they were in use until 1948; however, they were constructed at different times.
Based on the cement in the eastern cistern one can assume that it was built in the modern era. In contrast, the pink
plaster in the western cistern, which contained potsherds from the Second Temple and Byzantine periods and was
covered with a layer of modern cement plaster, proves that the cistern was quarried no later than the Byzantine period.
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1. Location map.
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2. Eastern cistern, plan and section.
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3. Western cistern, plan and section.

4. Western cistern, general view, looking north.
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6. Western cistern, sample of the plaster layers from the floor.
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3. Area A, general view,
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9. Area C, winepresses and
limekiln, looking west.

12. Impression on a ceramic
tile (?).
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Jerusalem, ‘Ir Gannim
Final Report

Gideon Solimany 18/12/2008

During August—September 2005, a salvage excavation was conducted on Costa Rica Street in the ‘Ir Gannim neighborhood of
Jerusalem (Permit No. A-4556; map ref. NIG 216300-50/62860-75, OIG 166300-50/12860-75), prior to construction work. The
excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority and with the financial support of the Kotler-Adika Company, Ltd., was
directed by G. Solimany, with the assistance of R. Abu Halaf (administration), T. Kornfeld and V. Essman (surveying), T. Sagiv and
C. Amit (photography), R. Vinitsky (metallurgical laboratory), R. Gat (pottery restoration), O. Shorr (glass restoration), I. Lidsky-
Reznikov (pottery drawing), N. Katsnelson (glass), C. Hersch (glass drawing), and D.T. Ariel (numismatics).

Broad agricultural terraces were built on the southeastern slope of a spur, where a survey and exploratory
soundings exposed ancient building stones and architectural elements, as well as quarries, hewn cavities and
numerous potsherds from the Early Roman and Byzantine periods. A past survey documented burial caves with
kokhim in the bedrock outcrop south of the terraces (A. Kloner 2000, Survey of Jerusalem, The Southern
Sector, Site 33).

Four excavation areas were opened (Fig. 1), revealing stone quarries (A, D), terraces (B) and two winepresses that were
later adapted for use as a limekiln (C).

Area A (8.5 x 13.0 m; Figs. 2, 3). Two phases were discerned. In the first phase, two adjacent hewn cavities of identical
size (Loci 102, 103; 1.2 x 1.2 m, depth 1.5 m) were linked to each other by a passage; L103 was plastered. The cavities,
whose function is unclear, were devoid of artifacts. Based on the plaster that survived in Cavity 103, they were probably
used for storing liquids. In the second phase, the area was used as a stone quarry (Loci 100, 101, 104) and even though
it was quite shallow (c. 0.5 m), the quarrying destroyed the ceilings and facades of the cavities of the first phase.

Area B (5 x 7 m; Figs. 4, 5). A sounding was excavated in the area opposite a terrace wall (W203). Brown soil fill (L200),
which yielded potsherds mostly dating to the Hellenistic period that included bowls (Fig. 6:1, 2), storage jars (Fig. 6:3-5)
and a lamp (Fig. 6:8), was exposed. A storage jar fragment from the Early Roman period (Fig. 6:7) was also found. Four
coins were in the fill, three of which were identified: a coin from the time of Constantine Il (330-335 CE, IAA 102267), an
early Byzantine coin (IAA 102268) and an anonymous Umayyad follis from the Damascus mint that dates to the middle of
the eighth century CE (IAA 102269). It seems that the terrace was built of soil fill that was brought to the site from an
adjacent ruin and the contents of the terrace fill reflects the periods of occupation of that ruin. The excavation reached
bedrock, descending from north to south, on which the terrace wall (W203) was founded, against which the soil fill and
small stones (L201) rested. A considerable effort was invested in the construction of the terraces (height 2-3 m, width 10
m).

Area C (10 x 20 m). Four phases were discerned in this, the largest of the excavation areas.

Phase 1. A square cave, documented but not excavated, was exposed (L320; 4.5 x 5.0 m; Fig. 7). It was found half filled
with alluvium and its walls showed evidence of hewing, but no kokhim or arcosolia were discerned. Its entrance was in
the south and an ashlar-built wall (W322) abutted the eastern side of the entrance and most probably enclosed a built
passage that led to the entry. A rectangular aperutre (0.3 x 0.8 m, height 1.0 m) was cut in the southeastern corner of the
ceiling in the cave. The entrance to the cave was blocked by a fieldstone wall. A modern iron plate and a terrace soil fill
(L313) were placed over this blockage in the last phase of the cave’s use.

Phase 2. Two adjacent winepresses, separated by a bedrock partition (width 1.10 m; Fig. 8), were hewn. The western
part of the cave extended below the treading floor of the eastern winepress.

The eastern winepress (Fig. 9) included a square treading floor (L305; 4.5 x 4.5 m), which was paved with white
mosaic and a collecting vat (L312; 1.2 x 1.2 m, depth 1.2 m) that had a rectangular settling pit (0.3 x 0.7 m, depth 0.3 m)
in its northeastern corner. A secondary pressing installation was discovered to the north of the collecting vat. This
was bedrock hewn (L319; 0.7 x 1.2 m, depth 0.35 m) and included a niche, cut in the southern wall of the winepress and
a sedttling pit in its bottom. The northern wall of the winepress was hewn as a step (width 0.5 m) and a hewn channel in
the wall (width 0.1 m) led to the ceiling of the cave to the north. The purpose of the channel and the stone step is unclear.
The south side of the winepress was not preserved due to later damage.

The western winepress was only survived by a square treading floor (L302; 5 x 5 m). It seems that its construction was
never completed due to the quality of bedrock in the eastern part.

The winepress complex and the ceiling of the cave were close to surface and were covered with the soil of later terraces;
therefore the ceramic finds were mixed, which made it impossible to date Phases 1 and 2. It seems that the winepresses
were built in the Early Roman or Byzantine periods, but this is not certain.

Phase 3. The winepresses were canceled in this phase by the construction of a square limekiln (L318; 1.5 x 1.5 m) in the
center of the eastern winepress’ treading floor whose mosaic floor was destroyed in its eastern part. Only the base of the
limekiln survived. The winepress’ collecting vat, which was found filled with lime up to its rim, was used as the collecting
pit for the lime. At the end of this phase the lime pit was sealed with a layer of small stones, which included fragments of
a large jar.

In three other places (Loci 303, 309, 317), concentrations of ash, jar fragments and the remains of bones were found.
The finds from this phase included fragments of bowls (Fig. 10:1-5), jars (Fig. 10:6—15) and a teapot spout (Fig. 10:16)
that dated the end of the installation’s use to the Early Islamic period (seventh—eighth centuries CE). A single lamp
fragment (Fig. 10:17) that dated to the Byzantine period was found. Glass vessels that also dated to the Early Islamic
period (Fig. 11, see below) were found as well. A fragment of a tile recovered from L300 (?) was decorated with a
stamped impression of a table amphora with raised S-shaped handles (Fig. 12) that dated to the Roman or Byzantine
periods.

Phase 4. Farming terraces that were generally oriented north—south direction were built in this phase. The walls of the
terraces stood 3—4 m high and the soil fill against them seems to have been similar in composition to that in Area B. A
small retaining wall (W324) of small fieldstones was built perpendicular to the lines of the terraces, and lower walls were
built in places where bedrock was high (W323). A fieldstone-built installation, most likely an oven (L317), was built next to
W323 and was also ascribed to this phase.

Area D. Next to the terrace and and slightly west of Area B, a shallow stone quarry (L400; 4.5 x 4.5 m; Fig. 13) was
revealed, covered by a soil fill similar to the terrace fill in Areas B and C. The quarry resembled the one in Area A and
was located along the same terrace line. On the slope between Areas B and D, a tractor exposed the remains of an oval-
shaped cave (L402; 2.0 x 2.5 m, depth 1.5 m), which contained soil fill that yielded numerous potsherds from the Early
Roman period. It seems that this cave was intended for burial, but its quarrying was never completed. With the
construction of the terraces the cave was blocked with soil.

Glass Artifacts
Natalya Katsnelson

A number of glass fragments were found in Area C (Loci 304, 309, 311, 319). The assemblage is extremely limited and
includes two bottles or cups (Fig. 11:1, 2), a wine goblet (Fig. 11:3) and jars (Fig. 11:4-10). The fragments are small and
poorly preserved; due to the calciferous coating their color is almost invisible. Most of the fragments are decorated with
trails of the same color as the vessel (1, 6), yellow (2) and turquoise (7, 10). The decorations are arranged horizontally (1,
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2), forming incised triangles (6-8) or a zigzag pattern (9, 10). The types of vessels and their decorations are
characteristic of the Umayyad period, thus providing a tentative date for the limekiln phase (Phase 3).

Fragments 4-10 constitute an interesting group. While the decoration on No. 6 is made of translucent glass, Nos. 7-10
are decorated with a turquoise trail on the body of the vessel, which is translucent. Nos. 4 and 5 are fragments of either
one or two different vessels. Jars of this type have a globular body and are decorated with a strip of zigzag threads
around the upper part of the vessel and another strip below it forms irregular triangles that face up and down in an
alternating pattern. These vessels appear in the region at the end of the seventh and the beginning of the eighth
centuries CE. They are well known from their wide distribution in museums but are rarely found in archaeological
excavations.

The slope of the site was first used in the Early Roman period, pr