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The Rotary Club of Cupertino, California, is Sankara’s partner in its “Vision 20/20 
by 2020” mission to eliminate preventable and curable blindness in India. 
 
Since 2007, RC Cupertino has worked with Rotary Clubs in India and in the Bay 
Area to provide poor patients in rural India access to free, quality eye care at the 
Sankara Eye Hospitals.  
 
Read on, for a snapshot of some of the partnership projects and fellowship 
activities involving Sankara Eye Foundation-USA and RC Cupertino.  
 
Thank you RC Cupertino, for your partnership and for giving the Gift of Vision! 

 
 

 
______________ 
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The “Gift of Vision” Rural Outreach Program at the Sankara Eye Hospitals 
Working toward Freedom from Preventable and Curable Blindness in India 

 
The ‘Gift of Vision’ rural outreach program was initiated in 1990 at Sankara Eye Hospital –Coimbatore, 
through a Rotary 3H Grant. The program serves the rural poor who have a dire need for eye care 
services but can neither access nor afford it. Of the 45 million visually impaired in India, 12 million are 
totally blind. However, 75% of the blindness cases are either preventable or curable. Today, 8 Sankara 
Eye Hospitals conduct rural outreach, providing free eye care in poor and underserved areas, with a goal 
of performing 100,000 free eye surgeries for 2009. Each Sankara Eye Hospital works toward become 
fully self-sustaining within 5 years of service by providing paid eye care services to the more affluent. 
Each paid-for eye surgery enables 4 free eye surgeries. In the US, Sankara Eye Foundation, a volunteer 
organization, raises funds to support the Gift of Vision program. Their mission is “Vision 20/20 by the 
year 2020” with a goal to build 20 such Sankara Eye Hospitals in targeted locations across India and 
perform 1 million free eye surgeries annually by 2020. 

 
     
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Top row (L to R): Preliminary survey in villages, Eye camp, Eye surgeon’s consultation, 
Travel by Bus to the main hospital 
Middle row: Sankara Eye Hospital -Coimbatore, Vision assessment at the hospital, 
Accommodation for all, Food for all 
Bottom row: Free eye surgeries, Post-operative care, Ready for the journey home to a 
new life, Review and medical audit in the village after 30 days 
(Photos courtesy Sankara Eye Hospitals, India) 
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Projects 
       Matching Grant #65242, 2008 

60-seat Bus for Sankara Eye Hospital, Bangalore 
 
A 60-seat Bus for transport of rural patients was delivered to the Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Bangalore, for the Gift of Vision rural outreach program. RC Cupertino and RC 
Bangalore IT Corridor (India) collaborated on a Matching Grant to make this Bus 
possible. The names of the two Rotary Clubs have been emblazoned on the side of the 
Bus. Within 10 months of service, the Bus had served over 21000 patients from 
surrounding rural districts. Of these, 6600 received free eye surgeries. Each cataract 
surgery costs just $30. In November 2009, a visiting Cupertino Rotary team rode the 
Rotary Bus to a local village and saw a Sankara eye camp in action (photos on pg. 19.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   The Bus           A New Life! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 patient per mile! 
 

(Photos and data courtesy Sankara Eye Care Institutions, India)

Over a 10 month period 2008
Aug - Dec

2009
Jan - May

Total

No of Camps conducted 92 92 184

No of Patients Screened 10262 11468 21730

No of  Free Eye Surgeries Performed 2908 3732 6640

Over a 10 month period 2008
Aug - Dec

2009
Jan - May

Total

No of Camps conducted 92 92 184

No of Patients Screened 10262 11468 21730

No of  Free Eye Surgeries Performed 2908 3732 6640

21100Miles traveled as of May 
2009

August 03, 2008Bus in service from
21100Miles traveled as of May 

2009

August 03, 2008Bus in service from
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Projects 
Matching Grant #70507, 2009 

60-seat Bus for Sankara Eye Hospital - Coimbatore 
 

A second 60-seat Bus was delivered in November 2009 to the Sankara Eye Hospital - Coimbatore.  
Matching Grant partners in this project were RC Cupertino, RC Coimbatore Central (India) and RC 
Sunnyvale Sunrise. A Rotary team visiting India inaugurated the Bus on November 12 (photos on pg. 17.) 
  
It is cause for celebration that the Bus was delivered to Sankara’s main hospital in Coimbatore, where the 
Gift of Vision rural outreach program was born in 1990 thanks to a 3H Grant from Rotary International. 
That 3H Grant also was administered by the same local Rotary Club, Coimbatore Central. A full 19 years 
after the first rural outreach camp, the rural poor in the districts around Coimbatore once again benefit from 
International Rotary goodwill! 

 

 
 

Announcing the Matching Grant in Sept. 2009 are (L to R:) President Liz Gallegos 
(with the check from SEF,) Nat Narayanswami (for SEF,) Cecelia Babkirk 
(International Services Chair) and Savita Vaidhyanathan (WCS Chair.) Photo by 
Alex Verstak. 
 
 

 
Matching Grant #71516, 2010 

60-seat Bus for Sankara Eye Hospital - Anand 
 

A third Matching Grant is in progress. The participating club in India is RC Anand Round Town.  
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Projects 
Rotaract, 2008 

 
Stanford University’s Rotaract Club concluded a very successful ‘Give Vision’ project, 
and also raised funds to donate a $25000 specular microscope to Sankara Eye Hospital -
Bangalore. Within just 3 months of installation of the microscope, 38 Gift of Vision rural 
camps were conducted, 1483 patients were screened, and 158 patients received corneal 
treatment and free cataract surgery. Thanks to Angel Kelchev, Pradeep Rajendran, Donn 
Wadley (Rotaract Dist 5170 Chair) and all participating Clubs, including RC Cupertino. 
(All images and information from a presentation by A. Kelchev). 
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Rotarian Becomes Founding Member of  

Sankara Eye Hospitals – Anand and Punjab 
 
SEF is proud to announce that Cupertino Rotarian and 2009-10 Club Services Committee 
Chair Hung Wei became a Founding Member ($1000 donor) of the Sankara Eye 
Hospital, Anand, Gujarat, in 2008. Her name and the Club name are both inscribed on the 
Wall of Founders at the Hospital (see photo.) More recently, Hung pledged a second 
$1000 Wall of Founders contribution, this time to the upcoming Sankara Eye Hospital at 
Ludhiana in Punjab. Thank you Hung for inspiring us all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          (Photo by Jerra Rowland)
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RC Cupertino Confers Honorary Memberships in August 2009 

 
Two SEF members, Nat Narayanswami and Sam Rao, were among those conferred 
Honorary Membership of the Rotary Club of Cupertino, for the year 2009-10.  
 
Nat Narayanswami has assisted in Rotary activities such as Avenues of Service 2007, 
Hole-in-One Golf 2008 and Matching Grant applications in 2008 and 2009 for Buses for 
the Sankara Eye Hospitals. Nat also joined the Rotary Team in November 2009 in its visit 
to Sankara Eye Hospitals in southern India. Sam Rao regularly writes about Rotary and 
Sankara activities in The Indian Express newspaper, Bay Area edition.  
  
Thank you RC Cupertino for honoring SEF! 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Honorary Members 2009-2010 
Nat Narayanswami: 5th from left 

Sam Rao: Far right, back 
(Photo by Alex Verstak)
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SEF Dandia, Santa Clara Convention Center, CA, September 2009 

 
What better event to celebrate fellowship than the SEF Dandia? In 2008, Rotarians Orrin 
Mahoney, Liz Gallegos and others came to see what the hullabaloo was all about. They 
got hooked and decided this should become a regular fellowship event for RC Cupertino. 
SEF was delighted to host them again on Sept 19, 2009. The hall was packed with 3000 
colorful dancers whirling to pulsating beats. There had been some concern that the 
Rotarians, tired from a long day in the sun at the Cupertino Fall Festival, might not make 
it to the Dandia at all. But they did make it and even made a surprise announcement. Liz 
Gallegos Glynn, Joe Glynn, Cecelia Babkirk, Hung Wei, Theresa Horng, Judy and Bill 
Wilson, Jerra Rowland and Savita Vaidhyanathan announced, as a group, that Cupertino 
Rotary would donate a third Bus, this time to the Sankara Eye Hospital in Anand, 
Gujarat! And they presented SEF a check too. It was the perfect occasion for the 
announcement, the Dandia being a popular Gujarati event. The SEF Dandia raises funds 
for the Gift of Vision program, and Cupertino Rotary has given Sankara yet another 
boost! Oh, and the Rotarians did try some fancy footwork and even promised to show up 
next time in full Indian attire. ☺ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by Sankara Eye Foundation volunteers)
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Eastern Elegance Dinner, August 2009 
 
The 2009 Dinner was once again a grand event, organized by Cecelia Babkirk and Hung 
Wei of RC Cupertino, at the elegant home of Rotarian Hsing Kung, in the verdant Los 
Altos Hills. SEF attendees included K. Sridharan, Murali Krishnamurthy and Kala Murali, 
Divyogi and Bina Patel, Kaushik and Smita Patel, Venkat and Visala Maddipati and Nat 
Narayanswami. They had the opportunity to meet with several Rotarians, including 
leaders from other Clubs such as RC Foster City who are doing wonderful projects 
around the globe.  
 
President Liz and Rotarian and Past President Jim Walker talked about Club Partners in 
Service and presented a check to SEF for a 60-seat Bus to be donated to the Sankara Eye 
Hospital –Coimbatore. Savita also announced the upcoming November Rotary visit to 
India and to the Sankara Eye Hospitals.  
 
Thank you, RC Cupertino and Rotarian Hsing Kung, and Cecelia and Hung Wei for an 
evening full of fellowship and fun.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photos by Alex Verstak)
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Eastern Elegance Dinner, Hakone Gardens, August 2008 

 
SEF members attended last year’s Dinner organized by RC Cupertino at the beautiful 
Hakone Gardens in Saratoga, CA. The Club presented a check to SEF for the Bangalore 
Bus project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highlight of the evening: Jim Walker, Rotarian and Past President of RC Cupertino, 
displays Elegance in handling the Eastern ceremonial gong. 
(Photos by Alex Verstak.) 
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SEF iWalk, August 2009 

 
The 5th annual Sankara iWalk at Shoreline Park in Mountain View was a roaring success, 
with over 1000 iWalkers, making it the largest iWalk ever. Fantastic organizational 
effort by the Sankara iWalk event team!  
 
RC Cupertino had a booth at the event, right next to the awards podium. Talk about 
location location location!  Jim Walker and Cecelia Babkirk presented SEF a check for 
two Matching Grant projects (these two grants were also mentioned at the Eastern 
Elegance Dinner.) The Grants will enable two 60-seat buses, to be delivered to Sankara 
Eye Hospitals at Coimbatore and Anand. Many thanks to the RC Cupertino team for 
coming out to support Sankara on a hot Saturday morning. 
 
Jim Walker also invited everyone to the exciting Cupertino Fall Festival on September 
19th and 20th. The event raises funds for much needed local community services. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photos by Madhuri Veluvolu and Sathish Kumar)
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RC Cupertino President Steve Ting’s Going-Away Party, July 2009 

 
The fun-filled lunch meeting at the Quinlan Community Center was enjoyed by the SEF 
team of Murali Krishnamurthy, K. Sridharan, Divyogi Patel, Girish Muckai and Nat 
Narayanswami. “Dr. Nat” spoke briefly about how the Bus presented to SEH-Bangalore 
had already transformed the lives of many of the rural poor around Bangalore city (see 
page 4 for details of the project.) 
 
Thank you, Past President Steve Ting for your enthusiastic support in 2008-09 and 
President Liz Gallegos for your continued encouragement to Sankara in 2009-10. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top: 2009-10 President Liz Gallegos with outgoing President Steve Ting, 
Bottom: Nat Narayanswami of SEF. 

 
(Photos by Alex Verstak) 
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Rotary Visit to India, November 1 – 15, 2009 
 

A group of intrepid Rotarians made a 2-week event-packed trip to India, taking in everything under the 
Indian sun: Delhi, Taj Mahal, Jaipur, backwaters of Kerala, camel rides, elephant rides, wildlife 
sanctuaries, Oil refinery fires, Rotary meetings in Anand (RC Round Town,) Coimbatore (RC 
Coimbatore Central,) Kerala (RC Tiruvalla) and Bangalore (RC IT Corridor,) visits to three Sankara Eye 
Hospitals at Anand, Coimbatore and Bangalore, trips to villages, eye camp, school, university and 
factories, sumptuous Indian cuisine at innumerable special lunches and dinners, a Dance event by 
schoolchildren, a Diwali celebration complete with fireworks, Home Stays with local Rotarian families 
and, of course, endless shopping. Needless to say, it was an overwhelming sensory experience and a 
fabulous trip filled with discoveries, learning and fellowship. The visiting team inaugurated a new 60-
seat Bus at SEH Coimbatore (see page 17 for photos,) witnessed villagers being screened at a Sankara 
eye camp near Bangalore, interacted with patients and staff at the Sankara Eye Hospitals, distributed 
eyeglasses and quilts in the pediatric wards (thanks Cookie for the beautiful quilts!) and took Terabytes 
worth of photographs.  
 
It all began with these beautiful posters (below) made by Jerra Rowland, inviting people to go on the trip. 
Months of detailed planning by Savita Vaidhyanathan in concert with the various Rotary and Sankara 
teams in India, the untiring coordination efforts of Rotarian Suryanarayan of SEH-Coimbatore, the help 
of Padma Chari in making travel arrangements and the very gracious hosting by everyone in India made 
this a trip of a lifetime.  More Rotary trips to India in the future? Everyone thinks so! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visiting Rotary Team: Jerra Rowland, Hung Wei, Orrin and Carolyn Mahoney, Florence 
Stafford (PP Sunnyvale Sunrise) Peter Troop and Kathy Yates, and Savita Vaidhyanathan. 
Nat Narayanswami joined the team in Coimbatore and Bangalore. For a summary of the 
team’s ‘Incredible India’ presentation made on December 16 at the Club’s lunch meeting, 
see http://www.clubrunner.ca/CPrg/Home/storyitem.asp?cid=3794&iid=128877. 
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Rotary Visit to India, November 1 – 15, 2009 
Visit to Sankara Eye Hospital, Anand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top: The visiting team with SEH-Anand staff at the Hospital entrance and Hung Wei 
greeting patients in the free-patients ward. 
Bottom: Jerra handing out quilts at the pediatric ward and Savita presenting gifts of 
Rotary T-shirts to Hospital staff (the specially monogrammed T-shirts were provided by 
the Shirtique store, owned by SEF’s own Member of the Board, Divyogi Patel) 
 
(Photographs courtesy SEH Anand) 
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Rotary Visit to India, November 1 – 15, 2009 
Visit to Sankara Eye Hospital - Coimbatore 
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Rotary Visit to India, Nov. 1-15, 2009 
Inauguration of the new 60-seat Bus at SEH-Coimbatore
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Rotary Visit to India, Nov. 1-15, 2009 
Rotary Club Meeting and Cultural Functions in Coimbatore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photos courtesy SEH Coimbatore) 
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Visit to a Sankara Eye Camp near Bangalore and  
Distribution of Eyeglasses at S.E.H. Bangalore 

(Photos from a presentation prepared by Jerra Rowland) 
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Status Report on Number of Free Eye Surgeries Performed 

at the Hospitals Visited 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S.E.H. Anand       S.E.H. Bangalore     S.E.H. Coimbatore 
(Photos by SEF-USA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Data from SECI, India. 
# surgeries/day is a calculated figure, assuming 52 weeks, 5 days a week. 

 

S.E.H. Anand 5125
(~ 20/day) Bus MG being processed

S.E.H. Bangalore 
9035

(~35/day)
Bus delivered and in service from 

Aug.3, 2008  

S.E.H. Coimbatore > 33232 
(~ 128/day)

Bus delivered and in service from 
Nov.12, 2009 

GIFT OF VISION

RC Cupertino 
Matching Grant Status

# Free eye surgeries 
in 12 months

(Oct.'08 - Sept.'09)
Hospital
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In the News 
 

1. News Item in “The Hindu,” a widely circulated Indian newspaper, Dec.11, 
2009 (http://www.hindu.com/2009/12/11/stories/2009121150070200.htm). 

2. This news item also appeared in the Mettupalayam news on Dec. 11 
Mettupalayam is a town about 120 miles east of Coimbatore. 
(http://www.mettupalayam.in/news/national-news/2719-rotary-clubs-donate-
bus-to-sankara-eye-centre-.html) 
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In the News 
 

3. Cupertino Mayor (2009) Orrin Mahoney’s commendation to Sankara: In a 
letter (not published here) to Sankara Eye Care Institutions, India, Orrin Mahoney, 
who visited the Sankara Eye Hospitals in November 2009, commended Sankara’s 
dedication and accomplishments in working toward freedom from preventable 
and curable blindness. Sankara hopes to publish his commendations in press 
releases in both India and the US. 

 
4. Article in SEF’s newsletter “Eye 2 Eye,” Oct. 2009, (left, below.) 
      http://www.giftofvision.org/downloads/newsletters/October2009.pdf 
 
5.   Half-page announcement in the SEF ‘Dandia’ event brochure, Sept. 2009,     
     (right, below.)  
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Partner Profiles 

 
 
Sankara Eye Foundation (SEF) USA 
 
Sankara is a non-profit organization comprising volunteers who are passionate about 
eliminating curable blindness. Their Mission is “Vision 20/20 by the year 2020 for 
India,” which involves achieving a target of 1 million free eye surgeries a year by the 
year 2020. To this end, Sankara plans to establish and support several world-class 
Sankara Eye Hospitals across India to serve the rural poor who have otherwise no 
awareness of or access to quality eye care. In 2009, the existing 8 Sankara Eye Hospitals 
expect to perform over 100,000 free eye surgeries. Two more hospitals are being planned 
– for Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. 
 
 
 
The Rotary Club of Cupertino, CA 
 
RC Cupertino’s mission is “Advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and 
peace through a world fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal 
of service.” Its Avenues of Service include Club, Vocational, Community, Youth and 
International Service. The International Service team has a mission to “Expand Rotary's 
humanitarian reach around the globe and to promote world understanding and peace.” 
Through this team, RC Cupertino initiates and partners in several worthy projects around 
the globe, transforming the lives of those in greatest need.  
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Contact Information 

 
 
 
Rotary Club of Cupertino, USA, District 5170 
http://www.cupertinorotary.org 
 
Sankara Eye Foundation (SEF) USA 
http://www.giftofvision.org 
1-866-SANKARA (1-866-726-5272) 
 
Sankara Eye Care Institutions (SECI) India 
http://www.sankaraeye.com 
 
 
Murali Krishnamurthy, Co-Founder & Executive Director, SEF 
murali777@yahoo.com  
 
K. Sridharan, Co-Founder and Chairman, SEF 
ksridharan@gmail.com  
 
Dr. R. V. Ramani, Managing Trustee, SECI 
sankarai@md3.vsnl.net.in  
 
Kala Murali is SEF 
kalamurali@yahoo.com  
 
Smita Patel, SEF Marketing 
smita24@gmail.com  
 
 
Savita Vaidhyanathan, SEF member & RC Cupertino WCS Chair 2009-10 
savita_v@hotmail.com  
 
Dr. Nat Narayanswami, SEF member & RC Cupertino Honorary Member 2009-10 
nat_narayanswami@yahoo.com  
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Online Access of this Document 

 
 
This document is updated about once a month. The latest version of this document is 
available as a pdf from the following sites: 
 

1. Sankara Eye Foundation website: http://www.giftofvision.org.  
Under “News and Updates,”  
Click on “Rotary Club of Cupertino – Sankara Partnership” 

 
2. Sankara Eye Foundation page on Wikipedia: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sankara_Eye_Foundation.  
Under “External Links,”  
Click on “Rotary Club of Cupertino – Sankara Partnership for Vision” 

 
3. Nat Narayanswami’s website: 

http://sites.google.com/site/natnarayanswami 
Under “News and Announcements” 
Click on “Rotary Club of Cupertino – Sankara Partnership for Vision (pdf)” 
 

4. Rotary Club of Cupertino’s website: 
http://www.cupertinorotary.org 
Under “Club Links” 
Click on “Sankara / Cupertino Rotary – Partnership Report” 
 

    
Note: Site 1 (SEF web site) is your absolute best bet for the latest version.  


