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Abp. Aymond: ‘Pray for our seminarians by name’
 There’s plenty of positive vocation news in the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans.
 Twenty-seven men are in various stages of discernment for the priest-
hood in the Archdiocese of New Orleans at St. Joseph Seminary College 
and Notre Dame Seminary.
 Archbishop Gregory Aymond makes a point of mentioning the number 
of seminarians whenever he visits a parish to celebrate Mass or confer 
confirmation. He is convinced there is a person in every parish who is 
being called to consider the priesthood.
 “It’s been my experience that people are surprised by the number of 
seminarians we have,” Archbishop Aymond said. “When I go around to 
confirmations and mention it, I usually see a facial reaction. We want to 

get the word out so that considering the priesthood becomes the norm 
rather than the exception.”
 Archbishop Aymond asks all Catholics to offer daily prayers for the 
seminarians in their discernment process.
 “I would ask people to pray for them by name and also to pray for 
someone from their own parish who is being called,” Archbishop Ay-
mond said. “Also, if they see someone they believe intuitively has the 
gifts for priesthood or religious life, why not go up to that person and 
simply say, ‘You seem to be a person of faith. Have you ever thought 
about serving the church as a priest or a religious?’”
 Next June, Deacons Christian DeLerno and Bryan Howard are sched-
uled to be ordained to the priesthood at St. Louis Cathedral.

➤ For a personal video reflection by each seminarian on his vocational journey, go to archtube.org and click on the “channels” tab and go to the “vocations” channel.

Christian DeLerno
Fourth Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Edward the Confessor

garrett o’brien
Third Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Peter, Covington

kenneth smith
Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Mater Dolorosa

Mark thomas
Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Divine Mercy

thien the nguyen
ESL
Notre Dame Seminary
Mary Queen of Vietnam

Neil bodenheimer
Senior
St. Joseph Seminary College
Our Lady of perpetual Help, 
Kenner

joseph bertucci
Sophomore
St. Joseph Seminary College
St. Anselm

kody thibodeaux
Sophomore
St. Joseph Seminary College
Immaculate Conception, 
Marrero

john paul tresch
Sophomore
St. Joseph Seminary College
St. Margaret Mary

david ducote
Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Edward the Confessor

dennis coughlin jr.
Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Patrick, New Orleans

paul clark
Pre-Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Blessed Francis Seelos

timothy trahan
First Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Rita, Harahan

matthew johnston
First Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Our Lady of the Lake

timothy hedrick
First Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Philip Neri

charles dussouy
First Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
kenner

kurt young
Third Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Edward the Confessor

Colin braud
Second Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Peter, Covington

gary copping
Second Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Resurrection of Our Lord

daniel green
Second Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Our Lady Star of the Sea

jonathan hemelt
Second Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Our Lady of the Lake

phillip berns
First Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Ascension of Our Lord

ian bozant
First Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Our Lady of Lourdes, Slidell

travis clark
Third Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Mary Magdalen

kyle sanders
Pastoral Year
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Philip Neri

emile “buddy” noel
Fourth Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
Holy Name of Jesus

Bryan Howard
Fourth Theology
Notre Dame Seminary
St. Clement of Rome


