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THE CAPEL CURI G FOOTPATHS UP SNOWDON.
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First recorded ascent of Snowdon by Thonmas Johnson, using the

Beddgel ert route from Caernarvon. The Beddgelert route via

Ffridd- uchaf and the Llanberis route were in use.

Gui des and poni es avail abl e.

Survey of Snowdon by Caswell: 1240 yards (3720 ft.)

Pennant quotes later survey : 1189 yards 1 foot. (3568 ft),
above quay at Caernarvon.

Pennant ascends Snowdon from Ll anberis via Bwch y Maes-cwm

and du'r Arddu ridge and by several other routes.

Mentions Cor phwysfa, the Resting-place

Snowdon copper mines opened. Ore carried up zig-zags to

BwW ch @ as and onto the sledge path, nade for the niners, to

the road at the Saracens Head Inn, near Llyn Cwellyn, which

becane the Snowdon Ranger Inn, opened by a guide, John Mrton.

Bi ngl ey descri bes Gorphwysfa as "an eninence, four mles from

Ll anberis, that overlooks a considerable part of this vale."

Horse-path nmade to d aslyn copper mnes from Gorphwsfa

Pen vy Gmyd built by John Roberts of Pen y Bryn, LIanberis.

First shelter on Snowdon built by guides.

Large cairn erected on Snowdon by Ordnance Survey team

New road built over the Llanberis Pass to replace rough track.

Rev. John Parker describes an ascent over Bw ch Moch by what

is now the Pig Track

Thonas Roscoe clinbed up Ovn Dyli to LIydaw, past the m nes,

and up the zig-zags onto Snowdon and down to Ll anberis.

First hut built on Snowdon, a second built a year later.

Smal | al e house and two cottages built at Gorphwysfa.

Harry Omnen buys Pen y Gmyd and guides travellers up Snowdon.

Ll ydaw water |level |owered by 12 feet. Causeway built and

wi de path rmade around the shore.

CGeorge Borrow clinbed Snowdon by Ll anberis track

Prehi storic dug-out canoe found in the mud of LIydaw.

M ners barracks built on shore of Llyn Teryn.

Prof. Tyndal |l and Prof. Huxl ey ascend Snowdon by the Pig Track

Rai | way from Caernarvon to Ll anberis opened.

New dam at d aslyn and cart-track round it built. Road to

Pen y Pass rebuilt.

First Ward-Lock series guide book published.

Rai | way from Caernarvon to Snowdon Ranger and South Snowdon

(near Rhyd-ddu) opened.

Sir Edward Watkin Path from Nantgwnant to Snowdon opened.

Snowdon Rai |l way opened. 1898 Station built and ownership of

huts transferred to the railway conpany.

Brittania Copper Mne Ltd. build mll on shore of Llyn Lydaw.

Pen y Pass hotel rebuilt. 1903 Cccupi ed by the Rawson Owens.

Owm Dyl i Power Station opened

Copper m nes cl ose.

New Snowdon Sunmit station and hotel built.

Snowdon Ranger Hotel bought by Y.H A

Wartime research on Snowdon ended hotel being residential.

Subsequently, all acconmodation required by enlarged staff.

Pen y Gmyd Hotel under managenent of Chris and Jo Briggs.

Pen y Pass Hotel closed. It was bought and enlarged by Y.H A

Pen y Pass Hostel opened.

Snowdon Summit hotel refurbished.

New pi peline for Omn Dyli power station constructed.

New sunmit buil di ng opened.



Early Tourist Ascents of Snowdon.

The devel opnent of the Capel Curig Paths was influenced by five
factors; the operation of the copper mnes, requiring access; the
buil ding of the road over the Llanberis Pass; the opening of hotels
at Pen y Gmryd and Gorphwysfa; the extension of the railway from
Caernarvon to Llanberis; the building and operation of the Cwm Dyl
power station.

One of the first recorded ascents of Snowdon was that by Thonas
Johnson in 1639, by the Beddgelert route. Cuides were available from
LI anberis and from Beddgel ert, from where the ascent was made via
Ffridd-uchaf and B ch y Main. In 1773 Pennant ascended from
LI anberis to Bw ch y Maes-cwm and al ong the ridge above O ogwyn du'r
Arddu to the sunmit which he al so reached by several other routes. He
guotes the survey by Caswell in 1682 giving the height above the quay
at Caernarvon as 1240 yards (3720 ft.), and a later survey as 1189
yards 1 foot (3568 ft.). He describes a crossing of the Pass of
LI anberis and an exploration of Cwm Dyli.

"The ascent from hence is either over | oose stones, or solid
stair-case, and is exceedingly steep. It is a singular road,
lying in a stupendous chasm bounded for about a mle by nearly
equi di stant precipices of prodigious height; those of the dyders
bei ng on one side, and on the other those of Snowdon. W refreshed
oursel ves on a spot called Gorphwysfa, or The Resting- place."
After descending to CGwm Dyli and ascending to Llyn Lydaw, "W
conti nued our wal k ascending a narrow path above the | ake as far as
the extremty; then, descending, reached the opposite side in order
to encounter a third descent as arduous as the preceding. This
brought us into the horrible crater imrediately beneath the great
preci pice of the Wddfa, in which is |odged Ffynnon Lé&s."1
"We descended fromthis dreary scene on the other side of the hill
above Llyn LlIydaw, having the tremendous red precipices of Crib Goch
hi gh above us, rising into a mere ridge, serrated or rather herissée,
its whole length. The face of many of the rocks were marked with
| arge veins of coarse white crystal, and others, especially Crib Goch
were varied with the deep green of the dwarf Al pine juniper. On
attaining the tops of the hills above the |ower end of the | ake, we
descended to the CGorphwysfa where we found our horses and returned
once nore into Nant Gwnen."

1[ Footnote in the 1810 edition. "About two hundred yards above
the | ake are some copper mnes belonging to Sir Robert WIllians Bt.
the produce of which is carried in bags on the backs of nen, nearly a
mle, over one of the highest ridges of Snowdon, till it reaches a
road accessible to sledges."]

This referred to the creation of the Snowdon Ranger sl edge path
made for carrying the produce of the mnes, opened in 1795, to the
road at the Saracens Head Inn near Llyn Cwellyn. This becane the
Snowdon Ranger |nn, opened by the guide John Morton, who was there
when Ceorge Borrow passed by in 1854. Corphwysfa is also nmentioned by
Hutton in his 1787 visit to BMch y Gwddyl between there and Pen y
Gwr yd.



Rev. Bingley, in his 1801 tour, describes Gorphwysfa as "An
em nence, four mles fromLlanberis, that overl ooks a considerable
part of this vale. It also commands a view into the nountain vale
that joins Nan Hwnen and the vale of Capel Curig." This pass top
featured two | arge cairns.

Bi ngl ey clinbed Snowdon by the Ll anberis route from Dol badarn
Castl e past Ceunant Mawr, over Cwm Brwynog, and onto the ridge above
G ogwn du'r Arddu, and he also clinbed by six other routes including
one up the dogwn du'r Arddu rock face. Hi s account, published in
1814, states that the copper mne "a few years ago started at the
foot of dogwn y Garnedd. Oe is taken up Owvn d as Llyn zig-zags to
BwW ch 3 as and sledge path to Cwellyn." He al so describes the
construction of the first Mners Track, as it is now known, sonetine
about 1810. "Two Denbi ghshire gentlenen, who are also partners in
this concern, have caused a tol erably good horse-path to be made from
CGor phwysfa, beyond Ll anberis, to the copper mne. This wll render
the ascent to the summit of Snowdon from Capel Curig and the village
of Llanberis perfectly easy." At about this time John Roberts of
Pen y Bryn, Llanberis, built the farmhouse at Pen y Gmyd.

In 1805 there was a snmall cairn on Snowdon, surrounded by a | ow
wal I, which was disnmantled for the building of the first shelter by
guides in 1819. |In 1827 a large cairn was erected by the O dnance
Survey, and in 1841 it was rebuilt 15 feet high.

In 1830 a new road was built over the Llanberis Pass to
replace the "rocky staircase" described by Janes Bransby in 1845.
"a few years ago, before the opening of the new line of the road
the traveller had to pick his steps as he could with difficulty
and suspicion, the path being irregular and rough and full of
gquagnmires.” This further inproved access to Snowdon from LI anberis
and Capel Curig. There is an account by Rev. John Parker, in
The Passengers, of an ascent in 1831 over Bw ch Moch by what is now
the Pig Track. |In 1838 Thomas Roscoe clinbed fromthe bottom of Cwmm
Dyli to LIydaw, past the nmines, and up the zig-zags to Bwch d as
and Snowdon, descending to Ll anberis.

In 1837, a few years before John Roberts sold out, Bennett stayed
at Pen y Gmyd which he describes as "a small public house, with a
sign signifying nothing....lt possesses a small parlour, carpeted,
with half a dozen hair-bottomed chairs and a mahogany table.” After
supper he "ascended by a | adder-1like staircase to a kind of cock-Ioft
whi ch was divided into two conpartnents, one for the famly, the other
fitted up for travellers.” Later in the night, "a |l oud crash roused
me fromny slunber, and | found nyself with nmy knees doubled up to ny
chin upon the floor__the bedstead having broken in the mddle."
In 1843 a snmall ale house and two cottages for mners were built at
Gor phwysfa, and in 1847 Harry Omen bought Pen y Gwyd and, as a guide,
conducted travell ers up Snowdon, so these becanme the bases for clinbing
Snowdon fromthe Capel Curig side. The tourist era had begun and the
popul arity of Snowdon was expressed by an anonyrmous witer in 1857,
"North Wales is thronged this sumer by tourists__Snowdon is ascended
by everyone because it is the highest top; no one seens to ascend the
ot her nmountains but the shepherds of the country. Snowdon is the
Rhigi of Wales, with a trifle worse inn at the top."



In 1853 the water |evel of Llydaw was |lowered by 12 feet to
enabl e the building of the causeway and the track around the shore.
In the nmud thus exposed was discovered a prehistoric dug-out canoe
in 1856. |In that year the miners' barracks were built on the shore
of Llyn Teryn, but, because of the wet site, they were soon abandoned.
The remains are still to be seen

The fampus ascent by George Borrow was made from Ll anberis in
1854. | n 1860 Prof.John Tyndall, with Prof.Thomas Huxl ey and guide
Robert Hughes, used the Pig Track on his "Al pine" ascent of Snowdon.

In 1873 the first of the Ward- Lock series of guidebook was
publ i shed and t hese began to take the place of the pioneer witings of
t he ki nd descri bed above. Al though guides were still available, the
traveller could find his own way using these books and the maps. New
tracks were made and gi ven nanes. This devel opnment is discussed in
a later section.

In 1838 and 1839 the first two huts were built on the summit of
Snowdon by gui des and becane popul ar residential hotels for tourists
who ascended hoping to witness sunrise. They were taken over by the
railway conpany in 1896 and the last entries in the surviving visitors
books are dated Septenber 1885 and Cctober 1889. There are sone
i nteresting ascents described. In June 1865 WIlliam Saville described
the "perilous and dangerous route of Pen y Gwyd", and in July 1865,
Rev.|l.R Brown, clinmbing without a guide, left Pen y Gwyd at 5.30 p.m
and was benighted on this route, finishing the clinb next day.

In July 1884, T.C. V.Bastow and David C ark ascended Crib Goch, Crib vy
Ddysgyl, Snowdon, and Lliwedd, an early "Horseshoe". In January 1886
T.G Creak, with Robert Omen, proprietor of one of the sumit huts,
clinbed fromPen y Gmryd up the east edge of Crib Goch, along the
ridge, over "the last great tooth", to Bwch das, and down via

Owm @ as in snow and ice conditions using an axe. This was foll owed
next day by WE. Corlett who conpleted the horseshoe, having approached
the clinb of Crib Goch by the "Upper path of Capel Curig".

Further inprovenents in access and accommodati on followed. The
railway from Caernarvon to Ll anberis was opened in 1869 enhancing this
village as a tourist centre and a starting point for the ascent of
Snowdon fromthere or from Gorphwsfa, and in 1881 the narrow gauge
railway to Snowdon Ranger and Sout h Snowdon was opened gi Vi ng access
to the Snowdon Ranger path and the Beddgel ert route which could be
joined fromthis station near Rhyd-ddu, thus creating the present
Rhyd-ddu route. The Sir Edward Watkin Path was opened in 1892 giving
anot her route from Beddgel ert via Nant gwynant.

The nost significant devel opnent was the opening of the Snowdon
railway in 1896 giving easy access to the sunmit for those unable or
unwilling to climb on foot. A station was built and the existing huts
taken over by the railway conpany for acconmodati on and refreshnment of
tourists. This unsightly collection of huts on the summt was
denol i shed and repl aced by the present conbined station and hotel in
1936 to the design of Clough Wllians Ellis, better known for his
creation of Portneirion. This so-called hotel was residential until
1942 when it was occupied for experinental radio work, and after the
war the increased staff required all the sl eeping accommodation. It
was nodernised internally in 1989.
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The last addition to the copper mnes was the mll and nanager's
house on the shore of Llydaw in 1898 before the mines finally closed
in 1916; the ruins are still to be seen. The Pen y Pass hotel was
rebuilt at the turn of the century and succeeded Pen y Gmyd as the
principal clinmbing centre under the nmanagenent of Oaen Rawson Oaen and
his wife. For atime his son earned his living by collecting a fee of
one shilling fromnmotorists who used the car park as the base for
cli mbi ng Snowdon. When the Youth Hostel Association purchased and
enl arged the buil ding, and opened the hostel in 1971, a new cafe was
built on the car park which is now adni nistered by the National Park
Authority. The Y.H A had already bought the Snowdon Ranger Hot el
and established hostels near the start of all the tracks up Snhowdon,
so acconmpdati on becane readily avail able for young people and others
not wishing to stay at the nore expensive hotels.

When Chris and Jo Briggs noved into Pen 'y Gwyd in 1947 this
hotel reverted to the principal clinbing hotel. Chris Briggs ran a
nmount ai n rescue service until it was replaced by the Llanberis
Mount ai n Rescue Team which is assisted by helicopters fromR A F.
Val | ey and Search and Rescue dogs. This hotel gained further fane
fromits associations with the 1953 Everest expedition, and, still
under the sane famly ownership, it continues its tradition as the
nost well known clinmbers hotel in \Wales.

The Omm Dyli power station was opened in 1906 and it influenced
the use of the Mners Track. The water level in Llydaw fluctuated
according to the balance of rainfall and use of the water so that the
causeway was sonetinmes under water, necessitating an awkward detour
round either shore of the lake. Eventually the causeway was repaired
and the water | evel controlled thus renoving this problemand this
track and the Pig track have been rebuilt in recent years to repair
the severe erosion caused by the enornous increase in nunbers
ascendi ng Snowdon. Now the only evidence of the power station is
the disfigurement of OGMn Dyli by the feed pipe. Wen this was
installed to replace the old twin pipes in 1989, the opportunity to
pl ace it underground was not taken.
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Date Ref.
1798 1,2
1805 2
1819 3,7
1827 3
1838 7
1839 7
1841 6
1870 6,7
1887 6
1887 4
1889
1896 7
1896 7
1898 7
1902 7
1913 5
1922 6
1923 7
1936 7
1989
2009
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CAI RNS AND BUI LDI NGS ON SNOADON SUWM T.

Conparatively flat space, sone 40 to 50 feet in
circunference, surrounded by a | ow wall of stones.
A small cairn appears with low wall, dismantled in 1819 to
build the first shelter.
First shelter, Snowdon Cottage, built on E. side of sunmt,
10 yards bel ow apex, by WIlIliam LI oyd, a Beddgel ert gui de.
It was round, beehive shape with walls |oose fragnments
wi thout nortar. Used by worknmen who built the cairn
in 1827. They slept init for a fortnight.
Cairn built by Ordnance Survey team Four thick and | ong
pl anks nail ed together on | arge mound of stonework.
Stone hut built on the Nantgwynant side of Snowdon by
Morris WIlianms who was enpl oyed in the copper mne at
G ogwn Coch. He sold it to his brother Phillip who
engaged John Roberts of Llanberis as partner.
Phillip WIliams and John Roberts built a second hut.
John Roberts obtained a licence to sell al cohol
Large cairn built, 15 ft. high with 18 ft. pole. The pole
was there in 1877 but had gone by 1887.
At this time there was a building to the west of the cairn
about 35 ft. by 15 ft. by 8 ft. high with additions.
Central part had a gabled porch, enscri bed:

Bazaar. Refreshnents. Well Aired Beds.

Ham and Eggs. Choi ce Beverages.

Roberts and Oaen, Proprietors.
The ot her building was larger, 30 ft. square, 12 ft. high,
poi nted roof, and porch with a gable end. On the south
side there was a considerabl e outbuilding attached by a
common wall, with pointed roof and an iron chi mey,
possi bly the original hut of John Roberts.
Phot ograph shows large cairn with netal framework on top
whi ch may have held a pole.
Bass and Cui ness cost one shilling a pint bottle.
Last entry witten in sumrit hotel visitors book.
Snowdon rail way opened.
Onen and Roberts hut destroyed by thunderstorm
Hotel rebuilt, replaced sonme of the huts including John
Roberts' 1839 hut.
Snowdon Mountain Trammay took over the huts and rebuilt
t hem
Gui de book states that there are a refreshnent house and
alittle hotel where one can pass the night.
Phot ogr aph shows station and four |arge huts.
The 5 or 6 remaining huts were denplished and a new
station built.
New station building designed by Cough Wllians Ellis
replaced all huts and station.
Hot el refurbished with double glazed w ndows, etc.
New sunmi t buil di ng opened.
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