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Eye witness account of...

On the afterncon of 11th March
1921, Frank McGrail and his
brother John were digging for

near their home in Col-
dermin, Foxfield, when they
heard a selitary gunshet being
fired from the Gorvagh direc-
tion. They passed ne remarks on
it, what with the military and

Tans censtantly patrolling the road
between Mohill and Ballinamore.
the occasional gunshot was not
unusual. Getting tired of their
labour they adjsurned to their
home for a cup of tea. It was then
they heard a volley of shots being
fired close by. They immediately left
the house and went up a nearby

Selton Hill

Ambush

The faollowing is Frank's own
description of the scene.

“We could see the men falling
where they got shot. We seen
one fellow get a long distance
away from them by running
through cattle, He was wound-
ad, got as for as a ditch, crept
across it and into shelter the
other side. An officer gave a
command. Two or three soldiars
searched around, passed by him,
but didnt see him. Then two Tans
ware sent oway o the same
ploce. They seen where the man
was lying in a gripe the far side
af the ditch, and shot him dead.
It was Joe Beirne. He was
dragged up, with the others, by
the heels to the lorries on the
road. There was another ellow
wounded, Hurt. He must not
have been too bod. He gol out

of it, | don't know how,

Then there were two o three other
fellows in McCullaghs. They werent oll
in Flynns. They gotb out and escaped,
MecDermott from Bollinamare, Guek-
ian from near Drumsno. Andy
MecPartland made his escope, the best
of the kot of theen. He ddnl go for the
open. He crawled along a dikch, got
arourd it and into a gripe. They didni
soe him at all, because he sfoyed
under cover, He got on to the back of
Murphy's and away. The other fellows,
lir Flyrns) when they were surprised,
weanl aul imld a pure Gpeen rl;}{.ﬁ E'C'J:'l'
ter was the first killed. He was from
Cavan. He had a job in Leitrim and
that’s how he came o be with the
Leitrien brigode. Three were shot ina
litile kit of o dram, where they hod
taken cover, John Joe Reilly was also
kiled in @ drain with no cover, out on
a bottom. Jim got o ten shiling note
where he pulled it cul of his pocket
and put it under a sod just over the
drairn”

hill ta see if they could get a view
of what was happening. Here they
met Johnry and Pee Guckian whe
were also digging potatoes, down
a little further Both had taken cover
behind a ditch when the gunfire
started. From their vantage point
they could see men running down
fram Flynns.

Frank Mc Grail

Rescue of Bernie
Sweeney

After the ambush Frank and his
brather returned home. [t was ust
lalling night, when his father, whe
had been out foddering cattle
returned and said he could hear
somebody shoufing for help from a
dislance.

Once again we have Frank’s
account of events.

“The wind was coming from the
wesh, a cool hardy evening. When
| went out, | heard the "Hi™. | weant
across the hill e Johnmy Guckians,
There were two other fellows there,
Willie Murphy and Patrick Woods.
| tald tham there wos somebody
shouting lor help in the boltoms.
Some of them said it was o decoy,
| said it wasnt, We ol wert cut and
up over the house, We could hear
the “Hi" but it hod got very low, |
tald them it was coming from over
A 0 |.'_:-i5',; ash lies in Murphr-s.
mecdcws,

It was getting darkish, but walking
on about ten yards from the tree,
wa heard this litthe "Hi". There in
front of it was Bernie Sweeney.
Mysalf and Patrick went up to John
Donnellys and got a sheet to carry
ke, ‘We brought the sheet down,
but werent able o monage it The
four of us Wted him and brought him
ke Michael Murphys howse in Glos-




drummon. That's the big doted house besde the school
ardd wa laft him by the fire there, Willie Murphy asked
Should we get the Friest™ | said I'd go for a Priest. |
want to Fenﬂgh. [The curate, Fr. Dunme and his sister
were living in a house where the new school is now.)
I told him abaut the man been wourded and we want-
ed him to see him. “That's in the parish
of Mohill” e soid. | told him \its in the
parish of Fenagh”. He locked at me
then and said “you were in the
ambash, Why is there blood on your
hands and clothes?. | said “thats
from where we carried the wounded
man. He decided to come, | went
down to coll a lecal woman, o dress-
maker, o shay wit his sister while he
was away. He went to Ellis for
cigarettes. On the way back we met
twe men going dewn to Johnny
Sweeneys and told them about
Bernie Sweeney being wounded.
They sent out word for others to
Come.

Patrick Woods and | were then sent home, We were
the youngest and they said we bod ro business there.
They got a pony and irop ond blankets, headed for the

Frank McGrail

rood and brought Bernie Sweeney on lo Fenagh, down
Tully lane ond out to Ballyduff, & Dolan maon lived there
in a colioge. Thiy brought him to his place and went for
Dr. Dalan in Balinameore. He came and attended him.

He was wounded in the thigh, but the bullet -went straight
through. He hod crawded into a drain,
where there were flaggins and
weads growing. He tumbled into it
and kept vnder cover. The military
hod passed him, but didn't see him. It
was freezing cold. That helped him in
a way, becouse he could hove bled
to death. They brought him from
Dolans up the moundain o Calfertys
housa. There was a nurse there who
looked abter him, OF course, there
warg men guarding him oll the time,
in case the pelice or militery come
argund. They hod a place ready to
take him out and hide him, He stayed
there until he wos able”

The above is an eye witness
account of the ambush at Selton Hill and of its
immediate aftermath. Frank related these events
in a taped interview given in April 1991, He still

lives at Coldermin, Foxfield.

DES FOLEY who runs the
evar popular 'Gerties Canal
Stop’in Keshcarmigan has
scooped the Leirim Publican of
Ihe Year Award, A 1otal of 16 pub-
licans compeated for the title. Each
publican was judged on ten cate-
gories including their ability to
organise novel fund-raising

"

events for charity the Winner was
annpunced at a Gala Night in Rock 'n
Robins in Camick-on-Shannon and a
total of £2 900 was handed over o the
Morth West Rehabilitation Institute.
The highlight of the night was the
appearance of "Sam Maguire' wilh
Donegal Full Back Malt Gallagher and
the International Wild Rose Ann
McTiernan who adjudicated the event.

Pictured are: L to R
Des Foley, Winner

Mart Gallagher, Donegal Full,
Back

Be Breege Golden, Organiser
= Ann McTiernan, Wild Rose.



