
III CITAPTER

CHRISTIAN UTSSIONARIES T'!{DER MTDER ALI AND TIPPU SULTAN

Eighteenth Century is a turning point  in the HistorY

o f  Chr i s t i an i t y  l n  Myso re  as  we l l  as  i n  t he  h i s to ry  o f

Mysore. The suppression of  the Jesui t  Order narks a

s i g n i f i c a n t d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e m i s s i o n a r y h i s t o r y . E q u a l l y

inportant was the arr ival  of  the Protestant Missions to

this region in the eighteenth centr5cy '  The most important

pol i t ical  development of  the century was the r ise of  Hyder

Al i  and Tippu Sultan to power in Mysore'  Both Hyder and

Tippu became notable f igures in the history of  Karnataka

by the expansion of  their  Kingdom' They drew the at tent ion

of the whol-e world by their  resistance to the Br i t ish'

T h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  a n d

Chr i s t i an  m iss iona r ies  dese rves  spec ia l  men t j -on '

Hyder was born in 1721 at Budikote in Kol-ar Distr ict '

He joined the Mysore Army and dist inguished himself  bY

h is  b rave ry  i n  t he  se ige  o f  Deveanaha l l i  i n  1749 '1  He

par t i c i pa ted  i n  t he  Karna t i c  war  (1751-1  755 )  and  ga ined

r i ch  expe r ience  an  the  a r t  o f  wa r fa re '2  He  rose  to  power

in the Mysore court ,  at  a very short  t ime '  At Iast  he

was powerful  enough to force the Dalvoy Nanjarajaiah to

re t i r e  and  became the  Ra ja ' s  P r ime  M in i s te r  and  Genera l ' 3

H e w a s t h e d e f e c t o r r u l e r o f M y s o r e K i n g d o m f r o m 1 7 6 l .
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Though Hyder Al i  had been cri t icizei l  by some as an usurper

he has been defended by nany because he served the Kingdom
A

from ari .sis.5 Hyder defeated many Pa1egars and extended

the boundaries of Mysore in aII direct ions. He r.tas known

for great courage and intrepidity as a sofdier and for a

s t r a t e g y  a s  a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  a r m i e s .  T h o u g h  h e  ! . r a s

un le t te red  he  coufd  c la im pro f ic iency ,  I i ke  CL ive ,  bo th  in

po l i t i ca l  and mi l - i ta ry  f ie lds .5

Hyder AIi  had very qood relat ions with the Christ ians.

As Severine Sifva states "the general rel-at ions between

H y d e r  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  f o r m  a  c h a p t e r  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n

entirely l-ost. " Hyder had two remarkable Goan priests as

his personal fr iends-One was Bishop Noronha.T The other

w a s  F r  .  J o c h i m  M i r a n d a .  8  R " . r .  S e h w a r t s  a  P r o t e s t a n t

miss ionary  l i ved  a t  the  cour t  o f  Hyder .9  Hyder 's  a rmy a lso

consisted of several cathol ic soldiers. There was a church

for their use within the Srirangapatna Fort.  Many French

genera ls  a lso  o f fe red  prayers  in  th is  church . l0  uyder  had

made arrangenent for a priest to visi t  Srirangapatna and

s tay  the i r  fo r  some days . l l  n lp  o 'Souza says  tha t  Hyder

used Canara  Chr is t ian  fo r  h is  adn in is t ra t i ve  purpose.  In

the two treatj .ei he concfuded with the Portuguese he

granted the Parish Priests the power to sett l-e cj-vj .1

d i s p u t e s  a m o n g  c h r i s t i a n s .  I  1 A  r h e  E n g l i s h  o c c u p i e d

Mangafore ,  Canara  and B idanur  in  1768.12  Hyd. .  AL i  marched
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to Mangal-ore with his son Tippu Sultan and recaptured

Mangalore. After the conquest Hyder was informed that the

Chrj-st ians had helped the English in thej 'r  conquest of

Mangalore. Hyder was convinced that this behaviour of the

c h r i s t  j . a n s  a m o u n t e d  t o  t r e a c h e . y . 1 3  H .  s u m m o n e d  t h e

Portugese priests and questioned them what punishment

should be awarded to those who commit treachery' The

priest repl ied that the penal-tY was death, because i t  vias

a  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  b e t r a y i n g  t h e  s o v e r e i g n -  B u t  H y d e r

exhibited his diplomacy and put them in prison instead of

d e a t h  p e n a t t y . l 4  F r .  S e b a s t j - a n  d e  F a r i a  v i c a r  V a r a  o f

Honavar and two more priests along with f ive others were

kept  in  the  B idanur  fo r t .15

Severine Si lva observes "towards the Christ i-ans the

onJ-y alternative for him was to fol- low the sane pol icy of

rel igious tol-erance to which he had struck from the very

beginning. There was no other way for him- Even though

the Christ ians had shown signs of revolt there was no

a l te rna t ive  fo r  h im to  fo rge t  i t .16  eu t  T ippu who 
.  

had

part icipated in the Canara campaign did not take so

k ind ly  the  "Treachery"  o f  the  Chr is t ians .  He was a lso

aware of the role of the clergy towards the 'canara

mus l ims.  Though he  resented  h is  fa ther 's  po l i cy  he

could not do anything at that t j -me except bidding his own

t i m e " . 1 7
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Hyder  A I i  made another  shrewd move.  He opened

negotiat ions with the portugese. As a resu]-t  of the

agreenent between the two the suspicion against the clergy

was removed.  The Chr is t ians  were  no  more  chas t ised . lS

In 1774 Hyder was able to expel the portugese from

ldangalore. As against the English he wanted to have more

European l ival-s in India besides the French. with this

i .n ten t ion  he  s ta r ted  neqot ia t ions  w i th  the  cermans. l9

lfhil-e

cathol i  c

grow and

all-  the pol i t j -cal- developments were going on, the

church and the cathofic community conti .nued to

f lour ish  .  20

The second Ang lo  Mysore  war  beg in  in  178 '1  .  Whi le  the

war -nas  in  p rogress  Hyder  A1 i  d ied  on  7 th  Decenber  1782 a t

Arcot .  21

The death of Hyder brought great changes in Indian

poli t ical scene. He was not only a great conqueror but

was al-so a great diplomat. His death removed frorn the

scene the last vestige of compromise.22 Towards the

Chr is t ians  he  was genera l - l y  to l -e ran t .23  Fr .L iche t ta ,s

report on Hyder . in 1780 two years before his death is very

signif icant. "The actual- Lord of the country where the

Mission of Mysore is si tuated is Granvababo Aidara]i  Khan

Bader a turk by national i ty. He j .s strongest and rnost
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respected power in this peninsula. Not only is he not

averse to our law and i ts priests but afso he has

favoured us in every thing- May god keep hirn for he is

advanced in age when he wil l  be dead God knows how things

w i l l  g o " . 2 4

Tippu Sultan succeeded his father at the age of 31 '  He

w a s  m o r e  a m b i t i o u s ,  d y n a m i c  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  t h a n  h i s

father. The Europeans did not have a very good opinion

o f  T i p p u  S u l t a n .  E l o y  J o z e e  C o r r e a  P e i x o t o ,  a

p o r t u g e s e  o f f i c e r  i n  H y d e r ' s  a r m y  w h o  k n e w  T i p p u

in t imate ly  descr ibes  h im as  fo l - lows.  "The Nawab 's  son is  as

cruef as can be said, wretched and a r 'Jorse action than

can be  found in  any  person.  No ch ie f  i s  des i rous  o f

accompanying hin, for he is imprudent, for which reason

h is  fo r tune w i l l  fos t  no  longer  than h is  fa ther  f i ves  or

h is  d isgraced wh ich  he  has  pa th  charge in to  v ic to r ies  o f

which he runs great r isks for, there is not one person

of his servants or in the other klngdoms that loves him

natural ly; and i f  some make a show outwardly they make a

v i r tue  ou t  o f  necess i ty ,  there  is  abundant  mater ia l  in

E n g l i s h  d e s  c r  i b  i  n g h i - s  s o  c a l f e d  d e s t r u c t i - o n  o f

Chr is t ian i ty .  There  are  many repor ts  f rom the  miss ionar ies

nar ra t ing  h is  to r tu re  and i l l  t rea tment  o f  Chr is t ians"  '  25

Historian Wilks assesses Tippu in his own way '  "He couJ-d

neither be truly charactat ised as l- iberal or parsimonious
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as ty r ran ica l  o r  benevo len t  as  a  man o f  ta len ts  o r

desti tute of parts. By turns he assuned the character of

each in one subject alone he appeared to be consistent

having perpetual ly on his staqe the proiects of Jeha Holy

w a r "  .  Z o

A contemporary mlssionary Fr.Francis xavier expresses

a sirni lar 'opinion "though Tippu Sultan was addicted to

t h e  M o h a m m e d a n  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  h e  w a s  s h o w i n g  g r e a t

rel igious indlf ference and never showed any real zeal

for the Mohamrnedan sect, but he was singularly hosti le to

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  n a m e " . 2 7  T h u s  t h e r e  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t i n g

conc lus ions ,  op in ions ,  ana lys is  on  the  reJ- ig ious  po l i cy

character and statesmanship of Tj.ppu Sultan.28

The Chr is t ian  comrnun i ty  in  the  west  coas t  l tas  a

powerful inffuence; i t  had passed a ful l-  century or two in

a f f luence and prosper i ty .  There  were  6000 Chr is t ians  in

the kingdom of Shivappa Nayaka in the seventeenth

c e . r t u r y . 2 9  r t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  4 0 ,  0 0 0

C h r i s t i a n s  i n  K a r n a t a k a  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  T h u s  i n  t h e

kingdom of Tippu Suftan there was a r ich and a powerful

community numerical ly al-so i t  was strong. The character of

this comrnunity was moulded by European tradit ions
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The ".l.rrru region was very important to Tippu sultan

who needed enormous anounts for his wars against the

B r i t i s h .  T i P p u ' s  w a r  p o l i c y  c o m p l e t e l y  d r a i n e d  t h e

treasury.30 rhe source of revenue was only canara and this

source he now taped to the ful lest  extent '  31

In  1783  the  Eng l i sh  a rny  marched  f  ro rn  Bombay  
' anc

captured Bidanur under General  Mathews '  In March that year

Mathews took the fort  of  Mangalore easi ly '  Many Christ ians

who  had  m i f i t a ry  expe r ience  en l i s ted  i n  t he  a rmy  o f

G e n .  M a t h e w s  .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  F e r n a n d e s  '  t h e  C a n a r a

Christ i-ans advanced to General Mathews a sun of

a a  ^

R s . 3 , 3 0 , 0 0 0 / - . 3 1 A  M o h i b b u r  H a q s s a n  K h a n  s t a t e s  t h a t  
^  

t h e Y

a l -so  ac ted  as  sp ies  and gu ides  fo r  the  Br i t i sh '52  He

also points out that these Christ ians helped campbell

by supplyi-ng men and materials ;  part icularty food grains'

Thus  they  secre t ly  he lped campbe l l '  severene S i lva

points out that the Christ ians of canara were eager to

get  r id  o f  T ippu 's  ru le  over  the  reg ion '33  w i tn  th is

inLent ion ,  i t  i s  a l leged '  they  en tered  in to  Ieague w i th

Rustam Ali  and Mohammed Al ' i  who had formed a plot with

Eng l ish  fo r  T ippu 's  over  th row '  When T ippu go t  the  news

of the surrender of Bidanur he marched to that place' via

S i r a a n d c h j - t r a d u r g a a n d l a j . d s e i g e t o B i d a n u r . G e n e r a '

M a t h e w s s u r r e n d e r e d o n 3 0 t h A p r i l l ? S 3 . T h e y w e r e t a k e n

prisoners to the capital '  Tippu then marched with his
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. . . , . ,

arny on Mangalore. The English were not equipped to defend

their posit ion. They were forced to surrender. A treaty of

peace was signed between Tippu and the English on 1lth

March  1  784.34

T i p p u  S u I t a n , i t  appears  rece ived h igh ly

exaggerated reports about the rol-e of the Christ ians of

Canara in the Second Anglo-Mysore war. He was ful1y

aware  o f  Canara ,s  s t ra teg ic  s ign i f i cance.35  I t  was  a

matter of l i fe and death for him in Canara and especial ly

at a t ime when he had just succeeded his father. The

F r e n c h  w e r e  n o t  f o r t h c o m i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  h i m .  H e n c e ,  i t

appears, he deci.ded to banish Lhe Christ ian conmunity to

min imize  the  th rea t  to  h is  K ingdom.36 H"  i " " r r .d  o rder  to

banish the Christ lans communitv from hi-s dominion.

Accord ing  to  S .S i l va  th is  dec is ion  was the  log ica l

sequence of the pl-ans he had j-n his mind al l  along from

the t ime o f  h is  fa ther .37  !Vh"n  T ippu issued the  order  to

capture the Christ ians and send them to Srirangapatna, the

English who had entered into a disgraceful treaty were

helpJ-ess. The Portugese who were the guardians of

C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  i n  C a n a r a  i n t e r f e r e d  a n d  r e q u e s t e d

T i p p u  n o t  t o  i m p r i s o n  t h e  p r i e s t s  a n d  t o  I e t  t h e

Christ ians l ive peaceful ly as his father Hyder al i  had

done.  But  T ippu d id  no t  heed to  the i r  reques t .3S
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On the whofe i t  can faj-r ly be said that owing to the

propaganda of the Goan pr iests and the al l iance of the

Christ ians vt i th the Engl ish, Tippu banished the community

to Sr i , rangapatnam to remove al l -  chances of help to the

Engl ish at  a t ime when his armies were engaged in other

spheres. He wanted to remove al l -  immediate danger to

hirnsel f  and his k ingdom. He thougtht that by the banishment

of the Christ ians of  canara he woufd succeed in keeping

the  Eng l i sh  a t  bay  o r  a t  l eas t  g i ve  h imse l f  a  b rea th ing

t ime to oppose the Enqi l ish at  a favourable opportuni ty.

This is the main pol l t ical  reason that induced Tippu to

banish the communj. ty f rom canara. Tippu's impending order

had shocked the Christ ian community.  Some churches and

some temples deposi ted their  t reasures and goods at

An jadeva  i s l and .  - '

First  he expel led thir teen Goan pr iest" .4o th" sul tan

w r o t e  t o t h e  p o r t u g e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  i n  d u e

consideration to that Government he had pardoned them the

capital punishment and the f ine of three crore" trp."" '  41

Then he banished Fr.Jaochi-m Miranda who $ras a close

f r iend o f  h is  fa ther  to  Te l i cher r i .42  Accord ing  to  the

repor t  o f  1 '784 T ippu had dr iven  ou t  o f  h is  s ta te  26

miss ionar ies .43  Three pr ies ts  had secre t l -y  jo ined the

captives. Two died on the way and one was ki l1ed by the

so ld ie rs .  Other  p r ies ts  le f t  secre t ly  to  d i f fe ren t  p l -aces
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carrying the records and books of the churches.44 Thus

f rom 1790 to  1799 there  was no  ca tho l i c  p r ies ts  in  the

ter r i to ry  o f  the  Su l tan .45  rh .  miss ionar j .es  were  warned

that they would be put to death i f  they entered the

k ingdom.  D,  souza tes t i f ies  tha t  Fr .Joseph Michae l -  Mendoz

and two other priests went from place to place in secret

admin is te r ing  sacraments .  * ' ^  Accord ing  to  Moh ibbu l  Hassan

Khan "The whol-e Christ ian colony of Mt.Marian was banished

t o  c o c h i n " . 4 6

Af te r  ban ish ing  the  pr ies ts  the  Chr is t ian  cornmuni ty  was

led away into captivi . ty to Srirangapatnam. Fr.Francj-s

Xavier mentions that "an edict went out from Tippu Said

Bahdur Sultan that aff  the Christ ians who were his

subjects and in his kingdom shoul-d be brought to his

metropol j-s Srirangapatna and should be forced to renounce

the Christ ian faith and join the Mohammedan sect and

a lso  to  c i rcumcised.4T rhe  mi -ss i -onary  and Br i t i sh  sources

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  T i p p u  i s s u e d  o r d e r s  t o  h i . s  o f f i c e r s  t o

capture aff the Christ ians in his kingdom and depart them

to  Sr i rangapatna .  Some were  ab le . to  f fee  to  h i11s  and

other  p laces .  But  T ippu,s  o rders  were  car r ied  ou t  and a

l a r g e  n u n b e r  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  w e r e  t a k e n  o u t  t o

Sr i rangapatna .
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.  According to Fr.Francis Xavier"  for very nany having

lef t  the father l -and fami ly possession i f  they had any

and  eve ry th ing  emig ra ted  f rom he re  ( sunke ry )  i n  U t te r

poverty and misery and for many years 1ed an exi les l i fe

in foreign provinces nor did they became better in any

way some however without a house or even a roof remaj-ned

here in a most hidden way without any rest changing every

n igh t  t he i r  h id ing  p laces  i n  t he  house  o f  pagans  so  tha t

they  m igh t  no t  be  found  be  pe rsecu t i ng  sa te11 i tes " .48

There is no unanimity among the scho. l -ars about the

n u r n b e r  o f  t h e  c a p t i v e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S a l d h a n a  6 0 , 0 0 0

capt ives from South Canara and 20,000 from North Canara

were  taken  to  S r i rangapa tna .49  Acco rd ing  to  T ippu  Su l tan

A A
i t  i s  6 0 , 0 0 0 .  " "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  K i r k  P a t r i c k  a n d  A s i s t i c

R e g  j - s t e r  ( 1 7 g g )  ? 0 , 0 0 0 . 5 1  S j . r  T h o m a s  M u n r o e  6 0 , 0 0 0 . 5 2

J a o c h i n  M i r a n d a  4 0 , 0 0 0 . 5 3  M e m o r i a l  o f  1 8 6 0 ,  6 0 , 0 0 0 . 5 4

Memor ia f  o f  Rosar j -o  Par j -shness  80 ,000.55  Thu"  the  f igures

r a n g e  f r o m  8 0 , 0 0 0  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0 .

The Christ ians reached Sri.rangapatna after a gruel ing

journey  o f  about  400 K i lo  meters  (200 mi les) .  About  one

third of then died during the hazardous journey. Those who

reached the capital were kept in Shahar, Ganjam in open

f ie lds  o r  ten ts .56  They  were  to r tu red  severe ly  and

c i rcurnc ised fo rc ib ly .57  Th. i r  p roper t ies  were  conf isca ted
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and given to the " Ioya1" members of  the comrnunity.

T ippu  was  success fu l  i n  i n f l i c t i ng  pun ishmen t  on  the

guiI ty Chrj-st ians.58 But that did not improve his own

pos i t i on .  T ippu  rea l i zed  tha t  h i s  po l i cy  o f  keep ing  the

Engl ish at  bay by banishing the Christ ian community had

fa i l ed .  He  t r i ed  to  pu rsue  a  conc i l i a to ry  po l i cy .59  t t "

wrote to the portugese Government to send some Christ ian

p r ies ts  to  l ook  a f te r  t he  sp i r i t ua l  needs  o f  t he  so ld ie rs

and others.  He a. lso promised that he woul-d bui ld the

des t royed  chu rches  a t  h i s  own  cos t .60

T i p p u f s  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i c y  h a s  b e e n  c o n d e m n e d  b y

Br i t i sh  wr i t e rs  and  Chr i s t i an  m iss iona r ies .  W i . l - ks  i s

ou t r i gh t  i n  h i s  c r i t i c i sm.  " t i ppu  i n  an  age  when

persecu t i on  on l y  su rv i ved  i n  h i s to ry ,  renewed  h i s

worst  terrors and was the last  Mohammedan pr ince after

a long interval  of  better feel ing who propagated that

re l j - g ion  by  the  edge  o f  t he  sword " .61  Launy  exp resses

a  s i m i l - a r  o p L n i o n . 6 l A  F r . F r a n c i s  x a v i e r  w h o  w a s  a

contemporary of  the Suftan " thinks that personal ly Tippu

was  qu i te  i nd i f f e ren t  t o  h i s  own  re l i g ion .  Bu t  h i s

bigotry was roused by some false prophets of  Isfam who

approached him and tofd him that his k ingdorn would not

remain stable unLess he made al l  Chr ist ian embrace the

Mohammedan rel ig ion and caused the very name of Christ

d i sappear  f rom h i s  k ingdom" .62
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Besides the Canara Christ ians, nany others were also

converted to Is lam. A portugese pr iest  who was attached

to the church at Mangalore had been forced to embrace

Is lam and  to  submi t  h imse l f  t o  t he  pa in fu l  ope ra t i ons .63

C h r i s t i a n  m i s s i o n a r y  s o u r c e s  t h u s  p r o v i d e  n u m e r o u s

examples of  forceful  conversions of  Christ ians. Except

four churches al l  p laces of  worships were destroyed in

this way. The fol fowing churches were destroyed by Tippu

Su l tan .  Church  o f  N .S .de  Rosar io  and  N .S .  de  M i lag res  o f

Mangalore, the Convent and Seminary bui l t  by Rev.Jochim

Miranda, Church of Jesu, Marie,  Jesu o fomzoor,  Chapel at

Bolar,  Mangalore Church of Bom Jesu of Bantwal .

Church of Santhacruz of  Bidre, Church of Sarvadore

Agrar,  Church of Imaculada conciecao of Mulki ,  Church of

Sao  Juse  o f  Peza r ,  Church  o f  N .S .du  Remed ies  o f  Ka j - r '

Church  o f  N .S .  de  Saude  o f  S i r vam,  Church  o f  Sao

Lawrance  o f  Ka rka l  ,  Church  o f  N .s .  de  Rasar io  o f

B a r k u r ,  C h u r c h  o f  I m m a c u l a d o  C o n c i e c a o  o f  G a n g e 1 l i ,

C h u r c h  o f  N . S . D e  M r l a g r a c e  o f  K a l y a n p u r ,  C h u r c h  o f  N ' S '  d e

Rasario of  Kundapur,  Church of inmaculado Conciecao of

Ba indu r ,  Chape l  o f  Kumta ,  Church  o f  Sao  F ranc i ssco  Xav ie r

of Chandavar,  Church of Sao Safvadore of  Honnur,  Church of

N . S .  D o s  R e m e d i o s  o f  G u f m o n a ,  C h u r c h  o f  I m m a c u l a d o

Conc iecao  o f  Sunke r i ,  bu i l - t  by  the  ca rme l - i t e ' 64  The

chapel of  Mercara was destroyed and the pr iests was
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expelled in the hunt for the few Christ ians of the coorg.

Al- l  of them escaped to other places to avert greater

destruction. The goods of churches were carr ied to places

o f  s a f e t y . 6 5

Fr.Miranda and the portugese Government report admit

the fact that the Canara Christ ians were circumcised and

made rnus l ims.66  Th. " .  Chr is t ians  open ly  p rac t iced  Is lam.

The Barkur manuscript gives a vivid descript ion of the

convers ion  and the  persecut ion  o f  these Chr is t ians .6T

Various writers on this subject have concluded that the

C h r i s t i a n s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  I s l - a m  a m o u n t e d  t o  p a r t i a l

apos tasy . ' "  They  a lso  ho l -d  the  v i -ew tha t  they  d id  no t

voluntari ly submj-t to the conversion.69 Proxy Fernandes

after examining severaf original sources concludes "There

is  I i t t le  doubt  tha t  f i f teen  year  long per iod  o f

capt iv i t y  was  a  t ime o f  su f fe r ing  hardsh ip  and ex i l -e .

The action of Tippu was stern, ruthl-ess and vj-olent a

co l lec t i ve  pun ishment  ou t  o f  p ropor t ion  to  the  o f fense

c o m m i t t e d .  I t  w a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  p e n a l t y  f o r  w h a t  T i p p u

be l ieved what  an  ac t  o f  t reason" .70

The Christ ian missionaries had been appeal. ing to Rome

to intervene on behalf of the Chrj-st ians in captivi ty in

-  ^ ^ - :  ! ^  r  7 1
\ - - L 1 , 1 , , u  r  \ - o p r -  L o r .  F r .  P a v o n e  w r o t e  t o  R o m e  t o  p u t

pressure  on  t ippu  to  a l -Low the  pr ies t .72  when T j .ppu 's
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embassy visi ted the court of French king Louis XVI ,  the

p o p e ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c o n v e y e d  t h e  a p p e a l  t o  t h e
1 ' t

embassy . ' J  Acco rd ing  to  S i l - va  T ippu  consequen t l y  gave  up

the  pe rsecu t i on  o f  t he  Chr i s t i u . , " . 74  rn  the  Th i rd  Ang lo -

Mysore war Engl ish and their ^  t  I  . :  ̂ ^  l ^ c ^ ^ l - ^ rc l l - l - I e s  u c ! c d L e u  r I - P P U

S u L t a n . ' *  D u r i n g  t h e  e n s u i n g  c o n f u s i o n  t h e  c a p t i v e

Chr is t ians  f l -ed  to  Coorg ,  Baramaha l  and o ther  p laces .

Apart from the canara Christ j-an the other Christ ian

and the i r  ins t i tu t ions  were  a l -so  v ic t ims o f  T ippu 's

persecut ion .  I t  has  a l ready  been no ted  tha t  a fmost  a f l

the  pr ies ts  in  h is  k ingdom were  expe l led .  T ippu wanted

to destroy the church aL Kirangur near Sriranqapatna.

He devised a plan for this purpose. Some amount from

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t r e a s u r y  w a s  h l d d e n  i n  t h e  c h u r c h

premise .  Mag ic ians  were  comniss ioned to  search  th is

missing money. They cane to the church and their magic wand

ind ica ted  the  p face  where  the  money was h idden.  Th is  was

u s e d  a s  a  p r e t e x t  t o  b a n i s h t h e  p r i e s t s  a n d  t h e

Christ ians attached to the church. / f ,  There is another

s to ry  regard ing  r ippu 's  a t tempt  to  conver t  h is  ca tho f ic

soldiers Michael Surappa (Shurappa) was an important

o f f i cer  in  T ippu 's  a rmy.  He was asked to  accept  Is lam a long

wi th  the  600 Chr is t ian  so ld ie rs  in  h is  company.  He

requested Tippu Sultan to give him three days from t ime to

take a decision in the matter. He convened a meeting of his
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soldiers and tol-d them that he woufd rather give up his

l i fe than embrace IsJ-am; his soldiers al-so took the same

oath. When the Su1tan came to know the decis ion of  the

group he dropped the proposaf of  conversion. This story

i s  na r ra ted  w i th  d i f f e ren t  ve rs ions  i n  t he  works  on  the

s u b j e c t . T 6  t h . . .  a r e  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e

attempts f o rc ib le  conve rs  j - on  by  T ippu ,  s  so l -d ie rs .77

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t w e n t y  f i v e  c h u r c h e s  d e s t r o y e d  i n

Canara ,  mos t  o f  t he  chu rches  i n  t i ppu fs  k ingdom met  the

same fate.  The fol lowing were the prominent churches

d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  H y d e r  A l i : -  G a n j a m ,  p a l a h a l l i ,

Pandavapura, Sett j -hal l - i ,  Gadenahal- l - i ,  Magde, Martaf l i ,

Basavapura, Chinchahal- l i ,  Dhasapura, Harobele,  Kanakapura,

Godur,  Siomanahal l i ,  Kutugal lu,  Nalamangal la,  Chamarajana-

9d r  r  K j . t t i gana t t i ,  Hosu r ,  Dakan iko t te ,  BangaLore ,  S i ra ,

H o s a k o t e ,  C h i k k a b a l - l - a p u r a , D e v e n a h a l l i ,  K a r a h a l l i ,

S a g a r a h a l l i , K a d a s a n a h a l l i ,  M a n c h a h a l l i ,  S a n d u r ,

Buradagunte, Pusanahall i ,  Bhagavatarahall i ,  KammanhalI i ,

and Maderu.78 Hi"toai.ns are not unanimous about the

vj.ew that these churches were destroyed between 1784 and

1'797 -79 It  has al-ready been pointed out that during the

internecine wars between Mysore and her neighbors nany

churches were destroyed. S0 rt i"  also a fact that Hindu

opponents had attacked the priests and places of worship

d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  e  j - g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s . B l

o f
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F r . A n t a p p a ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  T i p p u  c a u s e d  t h e

d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  c h u r c h e s  a r o u n d  S r i r a n g a p t n a

during the Third and Fourth Angfo-Mysore wars to prevent

the i r  m isuse  by  the  B r i t i sh  does  no t  sound  conv inc ing .  S2

A n y  h o w  L e w i s  R i c e  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  s t a t e s  " B y  h i s

(T ippu ' s )  o rde r  a l - l -  t he  chu rches  and  chape ls  were  ra i sed

to the ground with two remarkable except ions. One smal l

chapeJ- at  Grama, near Hassan which was preserved by a

Mohammedan  o f  f  i ce , r  and  the  second  the  Fo r t  o f

S r i r a n g a p a t n a  w h l c h  w a s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  N a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n

troops under their  commander Surappa. "83

Other Histor ians have put forward several  explanat ions

rega rd ing  chu rches  wh ich  were dest royed dur ing  th is
a A

p e r i o d .  " -  T h e  s t o r y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c h u r c h  a t

Ch j .kkarasanakere ,  near  Maddur  i s  very  in te res t ing .  T ippu

Suftan issued the orders to denoli .sh the church and

impr ison  the  pr ies t  Fr .Ra jendra .  The o fd  p r ies t  who came

to know the news coul-d not f  l -ee the place. He decided to

hide in a srnal l  room in the church. The room was cfosed

wi th  a  layer  o f  b r icks  to  p revent  the  so l -d j -e rs  spot t ing

the priest. The sol-diers who came searched for the

priest and when he was not found tr ied to bring down

t h e  c h u r c h .  D u r i n g  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  a  s o f d i e r  w a s

seriously hurt.  They feared i t  as an i l l  omen and
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returned to Srirangapatna without destroying the church.

But the oriest who was shut in a room was found dead by

t he  d i sc iD les  a f te r  a few  davs .85  Jesu ic  sou rces

exp la in  th is  inc ident  in  a  d i f fe ren t  way  fo r  Dep igny

m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n .  L a u b a y  g i v e s  t h e

tradit ions of the death of a priest who dj.ed at Chikka

Arasinakere during the persecution of t ippu. I  wou]-d rather

think that one who originated this tradit ion refers to

the  death  o f  Fr .P la tey  in  October  1719.  I f  we knew the

name by which the Christ ians cal- l-ed him during the

several years of his residence there then i t  woul-d be

d e f i n i t e .  S 6

In  th is  way T ippu 's  po l i cy  towards  the  Chr is t ians

Led to the death of many missionaries and the near

di- si-ntegration of the Christ ian community in Canara.

The f i f teen years exi le of the Canara Chrj-st ian caused

an irreparable damage to the community. Only a smalJ-

n u m b e r  r e t u r n e d  a f L e r  1 7 9 2  ( a n d  i n  1 7 9 9 ) .  I t  w a s  s

s tupendous task  fo r  the  miss j .onar ies ,  Fr .Abbe Dubo is

and Fr.Champenoi to bring about the economic and rel igious

rehabil- i tat ion 
.of 

the refugees who returned after f i f teen

years  b i t te r  l -en t .
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