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Eala Venk,ata Rao was one o f  t h e  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  l eaders  

from South I n d i a .  He was a  man o f  u p r i g h t  charac te r .  f u l l  o f  

p u b l i c  s p i r i t  w i t h  nob le  i n t e n t i o n s  and always be l i eved  i n  

t h e  v i r t u e  of ded ica ted  and s e l f l e s s  s e r v i c e .  He was s t rong  

and s t u r d y  i n  personal  appearance. He was endowed w i t h  keen 

p o l i t i c a l  i n s i g h t  and e x h i b i t e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o l i t i c a l  

s k i l l s  and cra f tmanship .  He was one of t h e  t o p  leaders  o f  

Andhra Fradesh and served t h e  coun t ry  i n  varioum capac i t i es .  

The study o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  l eader  c a l l s  f o r  a s tudy  o f  

h i s  adolescence and adulthood, e s p e c i a l l y  t r auma t i c  events  o r  

p e r s o n a l i t y  c r i s e s  t h a t  may have s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  
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subsequent behaviour.  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  mak,e a 

b r i e f  examinat ion o f  Venkata Hao's ch i ldhood and adolescence, 

i n  o rder  t o  e x p l a i n  how they i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  subsequent 

behav iour  and t h i n k i n g .  

Kala Venkata Rao was born on t h e  7 t h  J u l y ,  1900 a t  

Mukk,amala v i l l a g e  o f  Ambajipeta Mandal, i n  Konaseema. Him 

ances to rs  m ig ra ted  t o  Undi  from E a l i d i n d i  v i l l a g e  o f  Kr i shna  

D i s t r i c t .  H i s  grand- fa ther  Ayyagar i  s a s t r y  who nas a  n a t i v e  

o f  Undi  v i l l a g e  of West Godavari  D i s t r i c t  moved t o  Nadipudi  

v i l l a g e  o f  t h e  same d i s t r i c t  by adopt ion.  H i s  f a t h e r  

Brahmayya and h i s  mother venkamma belonged t o  a m idd le  c l ass  



Brahmin fam i l y  of c u l t i v a t o r s .  Brahmayya, the  f a t h e r  o f  Kala 

Venkata Hao s e t t l e d  a t  Mukkamala a t  h i s  maternal  grand 

f a t h e r ' s  house a f t e r  h i s  mother ' s  death. K a l a ' s  mother 

Venkamma d ied  when he was J u s t  t h r e e  years o ld .  H i e  aunt, 

Sreedhara subbamma.loved him very much and she took care o f  

him. He had h i s  pr imary educat ion a t  h i s  n a t i v e  place, 

Mukkamala and secondary educat ion a t  Midd le  School, 
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P u l l e t i k u r r u  and Board H igh  School. Amalapuram. Dur ing t h i s  

per iod ,  he used t o  read news papers and j o u r n a l s  l i k e  Andhra 

P a t r i k a .  ,Krishna Pat r i ka ,  e t c .  i n  Ba la  B h a r a t i  L i b r a r y  a t  

Mukkamala. He was g r e a t l y  i n f l uenced  by these news papers 
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and j o u r n a l s  . He marr ied,  Rajeewaramma, daughter o f  Duvvur i  

Venkateswarlu, v i l l a g e  M u n ~ i f t  ( v i l l a g e  o f f i c e r )  o f  

Mukkamala on the  20 th  A p r i l ,  1914. H i s  fa ther - in - law was a  

g r e a t  p a t r i o t ,  p h i l a n t h r o p h i s t  and gentleman. Eala j o i n e d  

In te rmed ia te  c l a s s  i n  Maharaja 's Col lege,  Vizianagaram i n  

Ju l y ,  1917. He passed In te rmed ia te  and j o i n  :ed B.A. i n  the  

same c o l  leqe d u r i n g  t h e  academic year 1919-20. Kala Venkata 

Hao arranged a  f a r e w e l l  pa r t y  t o  t he  f e l l o w  s tudents  i n  

March, 1920. V e l u v a l i  Veera Raghavaswami. a  class-mate of  

Ka la  Venk,ata Rao wrote a  poem "The f o o l s  o f  v i c t o r  Town" 

c r i t i c i s i n g  the  B r i t i s h  Government and r e c i t e d  i t  i n  the  

p a r t y .  The P r i n c i p a l ,  who was an E n g l i s h  man cou ld  n o t  

t o l e r a t e  t h i s .  He suspended Eala Venkata Rao and 4 o t h e r  

s tudents .  A f t e r  the  s t u d e n t ' s  a g i t a t i o n .  t he  P r i n c i p a l  

revoked the suspension of the  o t h e r  s tudents  b u t  Kala  Venknta 

Rao was sen t  o u t  o f  t he  Co l lege  as he happended t o  be the  



r i nq - l eade r  o f  a n t i - B r i t i s h  f e e l i n g s  i n  the  co l l ege .  

Thereupon Kala  d i d  n o t  waste h i s  t ime  and j o i ned  s e n i o r  i3.G. 

c l a s s  a t  Noble Col leqe.  Machi l ipatnam. While he was s t u d y i n g  

i n  Nohle Col lege.  he a t tended t h e  meet ings o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

leaders .  He was g r e a t l y  i n f l uenced  by t h e  speeches o f  

prominent freedom f i g h t e r s  1ik.e P a t t a b h i  Sitaramayya, Mu tnu r i  
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Kr i shna  Rao Pan tu lu  and Cherukuvada Narasimham Pantu lu .  

Mahatma Gandhi a l s o  v i s i t e d  these p a r t s  of Gndhra r e g i o n  and 

made a f e r v e n t  appeal f o r  what was then c a l l e d  t r i p l e  

boyco t t .  Those were t h e  days o f  non-co-operat ion movement. 

Mahatma Gandhi gave a c a l l  f o r  t h e  boyco t t  o f  law cou r t s ,  

educa t i ona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies. Kala 

Venkata Rao, who was bubb l i ng  w i t h  enthusiasm responded t o  
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t h i s  c a l l .  He gave up  h i s  s t u d i e s  and jumped i n t o  t h e  f r a y .  

I n  him, was t h e r e  a  happy b lend  o f  t w i n  v i r t u e s  o f  

s a c r i f i c e  and s tudy.  When h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  g i v i n g  up o f  

h i s  educa t ion  i n  a  meet ing h e l d  a t  B u t t a y i p e t a  H a l l  i n  

Machi l ipatnam on t h e  7 t h  February.  1921, Pen Dhora, t h e  

P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  Noble Co l lege  wrote  a  l e t t e r  t o  Ka la ' s  

f a t h e r  ask ing him t o  send h i s  boy t o  Co l l ege  f o r  t h e  

remain ing 7  days so as t o  complete h i s  B . ,  course. On 

r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  h i s  f a t h e r  was very  happy t o  know h i s  

s o n ' s  en t rance  i n t o  t h e  freedom s t r u g g l e  and he adv ised t h e  
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P r i n c i p a l  t o  encourage h i s  son. Kala Venkata Rao rece ived  

such an encouragement and suppor t  f rom h i s  f a t h e r .  Fo r  him 

coun t ry  i s  more impo r tan t  than s tud ies .  I n  f a c t  many o f  h i s  

f r i e n d s  requested him t o  j u s t  complete h i s  term o f  7  more 



days b u t  he had t o  choose e i t h e r  t h e  c o l l e g e  o r  command o f  
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t h e  Mahatma and he p r e f e r r e d  t h e  l a t t e r .  He became one o f  

t he  v igorous  exponents o f  t he  Oandhian Movement. He su f f e red  

imprisonment seve ra l  t imes d u r i n g  t h e  freedom s t r u g g l e  a t  t h e  
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c o s t  o f  h i s  h e a l t h .  He took t h e  degree o f  Samaj Vidya 

Visharada (Bachelor  o f  S o c i a l  Sciences) i n  1923 from t h e  
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Gu ja ra t  Vidyapeeth, Ahmedabad, es tab l i shed  by Sardar P a t e l .  

Ka la  used t o  t e l l  h i s  f r i e n d s  t h a t  h i s  fa ther - in - law was 

respons ib le  f o r  h i s  ent rance i n t o  p o l i t i c s .  Kala Venkata Rao 

was i n t roduced  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  p rov ince  by 
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h i s  fa ther - in - law and he came t o  know many Andhra leaders .  

Whi le s t ~ t d y i n g  S.S.L.C. c l a s s  i n  Board H igh  School, 

Amalapuram, he began h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  He worked as 

an e l e c t i o n  agent t o  h i s  fa ther - in - law who contested i n  t he  

Taluk Board e l e c t i o n s .  A meeting o f  t h e  Eas t  Oodavari 

D i s t r i c t  s tuden ts '  un ion  was h e l d  a t  Amalapuram i n  A p r i l  

1917. Kala Venkata Rao was respons ib le  f o r  t he  successfu l  
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conduct o f  t he  meeting by q u i d i n g  t he  vo lu tee rs .  

He at tended t h e  4 t h  Andhra Conference he ld  a t  Kakinada 

a long w i t h  h i s  b ro ther - in - law,  Nrutyun jaya Somayajulu a l i a s  

Rabayya. A stream o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  used t o  meet him a t  h i s  

res idence  f o r  h i s  guidance. People found i n  him a  g r e a t  

leader  even a t  t he  tender age o f  17 years.  He was very  much 
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i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S o c i a l  Se rv i ce  f rom the  beginning.  Whi le he 



was s tudy ing  1nt:arrnedistc a t  Maharaja's Col l r ge ,  

Vizianagaram, he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Mun ic ipa l  e l e c t i o n  campaign 

i n  suppor t  o f  h i s  teacher,  P ro f .  M.Venkatarangaiya, who was 

e lec ted .  Wi th  t h i s  exper ience, he contested i n  Students '  

Union e l e c t i o n  o f  Maharaja 's Co l lege  and g o t  e lec ted  

Secretary  o f  the  Students '  Union i n  1918. He at tended the  

East  Godavari  D i s t r i c t  Conference as a leader o f  vo lun tee rs  

he ld  a t  Razole i n  1919. He h e l d  t h e  p o r t  o f  t h e  Secretary  o f  

t he  Students '  Union again w h i l e  s tudy ing  the  degree c lass .  

h l a  Venkata Raw at tended a l l  I n d i a  Congress Committee 

meetinq he ld  a t  Vijayawada i n  1921 as a Volunteer.  He was 

appointed as l i e u t e n a n t  o f  l e f t  p e t r o l .  He had the  

oppo r tun i t y  o f  seeing n a t i o n a l  leaders  a t  t h a t  meeting. He 

discharged h i s  d u t i e s  t o  t he  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  one nnd a l l .  

admission of  new members, c o l l e c t i o n  of T i l a k  Swarajya fund 
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e tc .  were orqanimed by Kala Venkata Rao. When he saw 

Mahatma Gandhi approaching the  meeting, he f e l t  just  l i k e  
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Prahalada had darsana o f  Lord  Narasimhaswamy. 

A f t e r  he had g iven  up h i s  educat ion,  he g o t  acquaintance 

w i t h  t h e  East  Qodavari  leaders  l i k e  B.Sambhamurthy, 

Dr.R.Subrahmanyam, V-Satyanarayana and J. Ramachandra .Rae. 

Very soon he became one of  t h e  impor tan t  leaders  o f  t h e  East  

Godavar i  D i s t r i c t .  P. Gurumurty, M.Tirumala Rao and 

M.Annapurnayya were h i s  f r i ends .  He s t a r t e d  Swayam Sevak 

Sangh and membership increased day by day. The member. used 

t o  respec t  Kala Venkata Rao just  l i k e  t he  members of 



Kamadandu respec ted  t h e i r  leader  Dugg i ra la  
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Gopalakr ishnayya. I t  was under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Kala 

Venkata Rao, Freedom Movement was organ ized  i n  Konaseema. 

S ince  1921 he had been an a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

f o r  freedom and S o c i a l  reforms. Under t h e  congress banner, 

he was one o f  t h e  founders  o f  t h e  Gouthami Satyagraha Ashram 

a t  Seetanagaram, which was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  p romot ion  of  

S o c i a l  re fo rms  i n  Andhra. He preached e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  

r e l i g i o n s  and worked f o r  t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  u n t o u c h a b i l i t y  

t h rough  t h e  Ashram. He helped P a t t a b h i  Si taramayya i n  

found inq  many b a s i c  schoo ls  i n  Qodavar i  d i s t r i c t s  and a l s o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  Khadi  Cent res  i n  t h e  andhra reg ion .  

G r a d u a l l y .  by d i n t  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y  and s t e a d f a s t  work, he 

began t o  occupy i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n s  n o t  o n l y  i n  Congress b u t  

a l s o  i n  t h e  Co-operat ive movement. He r o s e  t o  t h e  much 

coveted p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  General 5 e c r e t a . r ~  o f  t h e  Congress 
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w h i l e  Dr .F 'a t tabhi  S i taramayya was i t s  P res iden t .  

HIS SERVICE TO THE CONgRESS CW364WIZCITIM 

He always worked u n t i r i n g l y  f o r  t h e  g rowth  o f  t h e  congress 

P a r t y .  H i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Congress has been long  and 

i n t i m a t e .  H i s  keen i n t e l l i g e n c e .  d e v o t i o n  t o  d u t y  and' 

c a p a c i t y  f o r  ha rd  work, were a source o f  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  
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Congress p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Andhra Pradesh. B.S.Murthy, t h e  

Deputy M i n i s t e r .  Government o f  I n d i a ,  who belonged t o  

Prakasam group s a i d  t h a t  Kala Venkata Rao's l o y a l t y  t o  t he  

p a r t y  was a l l  pe rvad ing  and i t  cou ld  e a s i l y  be s a i d  t h a t  he 



was t o  t he  Andhra Congress what Sardar Fate1 had been t o  t he  
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I n d i a n  N a t i o n a l  Congress. 

P. Ranga Reddy s a i d  t h a t  he wae a  s t a l w a r t  among 

Congressmen who had r i s e n  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Qenera l  

Secre ta ry  i n  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f rom t h e  lowest  rung by d i n t  of 
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hard work, s a c r i f i c e  and s u f f e r i n g  i n  freedom b a t t l e .  

According t o  S. Nijal ingappa,he was an o rgan i ze r  par  

exce l lence .  I t  was due t o  t h e  unqua l ied  e f f o r t s  and s a c r i f i c e  

and o r g a n i z i n g  capac i t y  of Ea la  Venkata Rao t h a t  t h e  Congress 

i n  Andhra had c o n t r i b u t e d  so much towards t h e  success o f  t h e  
20 

freedom s t r u g g l e  throughout.  

He was e l e c t e d  t o  Taluk and D i s t r i c t  Congress Committees 

i n  1921. A convent ion was h e l d  a t  Kakinada i n  which Kala 

Venkata Rao moved a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  b o y c o t t  t he  v i s i t  o f  t he  

P r i n c e  o f  Wales. He a l s o  supported Purna Swarajya r e s o l u t i o n .  

He was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Congress Committee and o the r  

subo rd ina te  committees i n  1923. He was a l s o  e l e c t e d  

Secre ta ry  t o  Amalapuram Town Congress 

arrangements f o r  t he  Congress meeting 
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1927.. 

Committee. He made 

he ld  a t  Kakinada i n  

He was e l e c t e d  Secre ta ry  D i s t r i c t  Congress Committee i n  

1924. He at tended A l l  I n d i a  Congress meeting he ld  a t  Belgam 

pres ided  over  by Mahatama Gandhi. E l e c t i o n s  t o r  Taluk Board 

were h e l d  i n  1925. I t  was because o f  Kala Venkata Rao's 



l eadersh ip ,  Congrees g o t  a l l  t h e  s i x  sea ts  i n  e r e t w h i l e  

Amalapuram Taluk. C~riqremm mecured 7 meats o u t  o f  12 meatm 

contested f o r  Amalapuram Union Roard. On his reques t  Mahatma 
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Gandhi v i s i t e d  Konaseema i n  May, 1929. 

Yala Venkata Rao was e l e c t e d  t o  A11 I n d i a  Congress 

Committee i n  1929. He at tended t h e  A l l  I n d i a  Congrees 

meet ing h e l d  a t  Lahore p r e r i d e d  over  by Jawahar la l  N ~ h r u  i n  

December, 1929. He a l s o  a t tended t h e  Ahmadabad Congress 

meet ing h e l d  on 2 1 s t  March 1930 which endorsed t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  

about s a l t  Satyagraha passed by t h e  working committee on 14 th  

February.  He sp0k.e i n  a  meeting h e l d  a t  Bombay p res ided  over  

by Jamanlal B a j a j .  He was e l e c t e d  t o  D i s t r i c t  Congress 

Committee as one o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i e s  i n  1930. He organized 
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S a l t  Satyagraha movement i n  East  Godavari  D i s t r i c t .  

He was e l e c t e d  Secre ta ry  t o  D i s t r i c t  Congress Comi t tee 

once again  i n  1931. He at tended Karach i  Congress meeting 

p res ided  over  by Sardar F a t e l .  Whi le  he was a t  Karachi ,  he 

read i n  t h e  news paper t h a t  people were f i r e d  a t  V a d a p a l l i  

c h a r i a t  f e s t i v a l .  He immediately rushed t o  t h e  spot .  He 

helped n o t  on l y  bereaved f a m i l i e s  b u t  a l s o  36 innocen t  

p a t r i o t s  who were a r r e s t e d  by g i v i n g  necessary l e g a l  a i d  and 
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re leased  them. 

The S t a t e  Congress Committee was reorganized i n  1934. K. 

Nageswara Rao P a n t u l u  and A. Kaleswara Rao were e l e c t e d  t h e  

P res iden t  and t h e  Secre ta ry  r e s p e c t i v e l y  and Kala Vsnk.ata Rao 

was e l e c t e d  J o i n t  Secre ta ry .  I n  1935, l eade rsh ip  o f  S t a t e  



Congress Committee changed. Tangutu t i  Prakasam Pontu lu  wae 

e l e c t e d  Pres iden t  and Ralusu Samba Murthy was e lec ted  

Secretary .  Ka la  Venkata Rao cont inued t o  be t h e  J o i n t  

Secretary .  I t  was on l y  because of t he  e f f o r t s  o f  Ka la  Venkata 

Hao, t h a t  Congress secured m a j o r i t y  o f  seats  i n  West Qodavari 

D i s t r i c t  Hoard. He performed the  d u t i e s  of the  Secretary  f o r  
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about 5 months when Sambamurthy was s e r i o u s l y  ill. 

He was e lec ted  t o  t h e  611 I n d i a  Congress Committee and 

at tended t h e  meeting h e l d  a t  Bombay i n  1937. He a l s o  at tended 

the  Pl11 I n d i a  Congress meeting h e l d  a t  Ca l cu t ta  i n  May 1939. 

The S t a t e  Congress Committee again e lec ted  Kala Venkata Rao 

one o f  t he  J o i n t  S e c r e t a r i e s  i n  1939. E l e c t i o n s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  

Boards were he ld  i n  1939 and i t  was because o f  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  
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Congress g o t  42 seats ,  o u t  o f  52 seats.  

I n  1940, t he re  w a g  a  r i f t  anlonq Congress leaders  i n  t he  

D i s t r i c t  Board e l e c t i o n s  i n  Kr ishna  D i s t r i c t .  The S t a t e  

Conqress Committee appointed a  rev iew Sub-committee 

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Kala Venkata Hao and Subbarami Reddy t o  i r o n  

o u t  t he  d i f f e r e n c e s  among the  leaders.  Plgain he was e lec ted  

Secretary  t o  the  S t a t e  Congress Committee a t  a meeting he ld  

a t  Machi l  ipatam d e f e a t i n g  Kommareddy Satyanarayana. He was 

a l s o  e lec ted  t o  a l l  I n d i a  Congress Committee. E l e c t i o n s  f o r  

the  Madras L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l  were he ld  i n  1940. Congress 

secured a l l  the  sea ts  i n  Plndhra except i n  Kr ishna D i s t  

Kala Venkata Hao v i s i t e d  a l l  the  D i s t r i c t s  t o  superv ise  

prepare the  l i s t  o f  members p a r t i c i p a t i n g  ill the  I n d i v  

r i c t .  

and 

i d u a l  



Satyaqraha movement i n  1940. He was tw i ce '  a r r e e t e d  and 
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re leased  on January 10. 1942. 

A f t e r  a t t e n d i n q  t h e  A11 I n d i a  Conqresm meet ing h e l d  a t  

Warda on January 13, 1942, he took o a t h  of o f f i c e  as t h e  

Secre ta ry  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Canqress Committee. He i ssued  a show 

cause n o t i c e  t o  Rulusu Sambamurthy f o r  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  

a g a i n s t  Alahabad r e s o l u t i o n .  The S t a t e  Congress Committee 

meet ing was h e l d  a t  Amalapuram on June 18, 1942. L a t e r  i t  

met a t  Madras t o  examine t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  t o  be taken 

against Hulusu Sambamurty. Rulusu Sambamurty res igned  from 
28 

t h e  membership and speakership o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly. 

Kala Venkata Rao was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h e  

famous Andhra C i r c u l a r  i n  J u l y  1942. He was a r r e s t e d  on 

Auqust 12, 1942. T.Prakasam P a n t u l u  advised Eala t o  deny t h e  
29 

d r a f t i n g  o f  Andhra C i r c u l a r .  He d i d  n o t  accept h i s  advice.  

He was deta ined under the  p reven t i ve  detens ion Act  f rom 1942 
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t o  1945. He was t h e  General Secretary  o f  t h e  Andhra 

P r o v i n c i a l  Congress f rom 1939 t o  194h. N. Sanjeeva Reddy, 

t h e  f i r s t  Ch ie f  M i n i s t e r  o f  Andhra Fradesh r e c a l l e d  Kala  

Venkata Rao's impo r tan t  r o l e  i n  t h e  1942 movement and sa id ,  

i f  t h e  Congress i n  Andhra worked so w e l l  d u r i n g  thome 

h i s t o r i c  days, i t  was he who was c h i e f l y  r espos ib le .  I n  t h i s  

con tex t  h i s  name was mentioned even i n  t h e  R r i t i s h  
3 1 

par l iament .  He was appointed General Secretary  o f  A11 

I n d i a  Congress Committee i n  January 1.949 by i t s  P res iden t ,  

P a t t a b h i  Sitnramayya. He res igned from t h e  pos t  o f  Revenue 



M i n i s t e r  i n  pre ference t o  t h e  pos t  o f  General Secre ta ry .  The 

rnmiqnat lor i  warn n c c ~ p t s d  hy t t m  Rov~rr'rinr t o  taka  a ' f ' l nc t  t r o ~ ~ ~  

Verikata Hao made a a t a t e n ~ e r ~ t  i n  the  L .eg is l la t ive  earse~nbiy. 

H i s  devo t i on  t o  Congress was remarkable. Fo r  him p a r t y  i s  

more impo r tan t  than any th ing  e l se .  h f t e r  pay ing h i s  

g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  Hon. t h e  Premier who had g i ven  t h e  chance of 

be ing  a m i n i s t e r  incharge  o f  t h e  l and  revenue p o r t f o l i o  f o r  

twenty two months, he emphasised t h a t  t h e  Congress had t o  

gu ide  t h e  d e s t i n i e s  o f  t h i s  count ry  and t h e r e  was no o t h e r  

i n s t i t u t i o n  so w ide l y  organized and w i t h  such g r e a t  i d e a l s  

and w i t h  such a b i g  programme as  t h e  one adumbrated by the  

g r e a t e s t  man ever born i n  t h e  wor ld,  Mahatma Qandhi. 

There fo re  he advised whether one was a m i n i s t e r  o r  n o t ,  i t  

was t h e  du ty  o f  every Congress man t o  under take t h e  se rv i ce .  

According t o  him, s e r v i c e  was t h e  i d e a l  o f  t h e  Congress, i t  

must be s e r v i c e  i n s i d e  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  fissembly o r  ou ts ide .  
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They cou ld  n o t  make a d i s t i n c t i o n  between the  two. 

He s a c r i f i c e d  t h e  pos t  o f  m i n i s t e r  t o  serve t h e  I n d i a n  

N a t i o n a l  Congress, t h e  mother i n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  t h e  words of 

P a t t a b h i  "It was r e a l l y  g r e a t  t h i n g  t o  g i v e  up t h e  pos t  of 

revenue m i n i s t e r  t o  h o l d  t h e  pos t  o f  General Secretary  o f  t h e  
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fill I n d i a  N a t i o n a l  Congress. From January, 1949 t o  

September, 1951, he was t h e  General Secretary  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  

N a t i o n a l  Congress. 6s  General Secre ta ry ,  h i s  t a l e n t s  were 

r-ec:oqnised by t h e  leaders  of a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  He 



played a dominant r o l e  i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  arena i n  Andhra and 

he e x h i b i t e d  h i s  saqac i ty  as the  General Secretary  o f  the  
34 

Congress. 

fls t he  Secretary  o f  A I C C ,  Ka la  Venkata Rao made an 

i n d e l i b l e  i m p r i n t  on the  issues o f :  1 )  Co-ord inat ion between 

the Congress Par ty  and t h e  Oovernment. ( 2 )  The c e n t r a l  

c o n t r o l  over t he  p r o v i n c i a l  u n i t s  o f  the  Congress Par ty  i n  

o rder  t o  enforce d i s c i p l i n e  and check the  r i ~ e  of  

f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  t he  p a r t y .  He d r a f t e d  d e t a i l e d  and 

sys temat ic  no tes  on these issues.  He advocated a c l e a r  r o l e  

f o r  the  working committee and Par l iamentary  Board of  t he  A I C C  

i n  t he  a f f a i r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  pa r t y  government co-ord inat ion,  

and the  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  of p a r t y  over  the  ~ r o v i n c i a l  u n i t s .  

Through the  notes,  he suggested t h a t  an annual meet ing of 

the  Council. o f  M i n i s t e r s  and o f f i ce -bearee  o f  the  p a r t y  on 

the  eve o f  t h e  budget session o f  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  ~ h o u l d  be 

he ld  f o r  d iscuss ion  on a l l  impor tan t  proposals  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  

i n  t h e  year. Th is  must be fo l lowed up by monthly meetings t o  

rev iew t h e  co-ord ina t ion  between t h e  p a r t y  and government. 

He suggested t h a t  t he  p a r t y  i s  s o l e l y  concerned w i t h  p o l i c y  

f o r m u l a t i o n  and i t  should n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the day-to-day 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  the  government. He a l s o  argued t h a t  t he  

Par l iamentary  Board should oversee the  a f f a i r s  o f  t he  p a r t y  

u n i t s  i n  the  p rov inces  and check the  spread of  f ac t i ona l i sm.  

These proposals o f  Kala Venkata Rao were considered and 

accepted by the  R I C C ,  bu t  were n o t  p u t  i n t o  ~ r a c t i c e  due t o  



the hard r e a l i t i e s  of power p o l i t i c s  of congress eystem. 

Professor Stanely A.Kochanek a p t l y  observed t h a t  the 

systematic t h i nk i ng  of Kala Venkata Hao on these issues "even 

today t h i s  approach i s  considered t o  be one o f  the  best  means 
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of pa r t y  government coord inat ion" .  

When he was the  Hea l th  M in i s t e r  o f  Madras Sta te  i n  

September, 1931, he a l so  he ld  the o f f i c e  o f  the 

Vice-president o f  Andhra Congress Committee which he reeigned 

i n  March. 1954 because of disagreement w i t h  the G o v e r n e n ~ s  
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dec is ion  pe rm i t t i ng  Statewide tapping o f  Neera. 

He was a  great  par l iamentar ian being a  member o f  t he  

L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly and the par l iament.  As a  Leg i s l a t o r ,  he 

was very e f f e c t i v e .  He was e lec ted  tohMadras l e q i s l a t i v e  

assembly from Amalapuram General Rura l  Consti tuency i n  1937. 

He took oath o f  o f f i c e  on Ju ly  14th,  1937 i n  the  f i r s t  

session o f  the F i r s t  l e q i s l a t i v e  Assembly under the 
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Government o f  I n d i a  Act, 1935. He was the f i r s t  member t o  

put  a  quest ion i n  the  f i r s t  session of Madras l e g i s l a t i v e  

aenwvbly. t l i s  ques t ion  wan ahout thm I - d u c t i o n  o f  thn  water 

ccss i n  respect  of lands under the  Palavaram Is land  p r o j e c t  
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i n  Eonaseema . He p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  d iscuss ion on the  

Budget i n  the f i r s t  session. He supported the  Budget and 

expla ined the  p o l i c y  of Government c l e a r l y .  The oppos i t ion  

at tacked the  Budget from fou r  po i n t s  of view, namely, hand 



spinning, p r o h i b i t i o n ,  land  revenue and s a l a r i e s .  Speaking 

on these f o u r  p o i t s ,  Kala Venkata Rao argued t h a t  i t  was the  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Uovernment t o  p rov ide  some k i n d  o f  

employment t h a t  was w i t h i n  t h e  reach o f  t h e  common man, t o  

t h e  man who was a b l e  t o  render  some l i t t l e  h e l p  u n t o  h imse l f .  

The s p i n n i n g  wheel brought  l i g h t  where t h e r e  was no 

i l l u m i n a t i o n  and qave him food everyday where t h e r e  was n o t  

even a morsel o f  food. He added t h a t  hand sp inn ing  was t h e  

on l y  panacea f o r  t h e  e v i l s  t h a t  eHis ted t h a t  day i n  our 

coun t ry .  A s  regards p r o h i b i t i o n  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 

doubt t h a t  t h e  scheme o f  p r a h i b i t i o n  would succeed even i n  

i t s  f i r s t  a t tempt  on t h e  1st o f  October. And t h e  t e a r  t h a t  

had been e n t e r t a i n e d  i n  some q u a r t e r s  t h a t  as a r e e u l t  o f  

t h a t  p o l i c y ,  the  toddy drawers would become gangsters;  i f  n o t  

employed had no b a s i s  and even assuming t h a t  some o f  them 

would r e s o r t  t o  i l l i c i t  d i s t i l l a t i o n ,  t he re  would be Congress 

gun men w i t h  Gandhi Caps and sweet tongues t o  check any 

lapses i n  t h e  mat te r  and work f o r  t h e  success o f  t h e  p o l i c y  

o f  p r o h i b i t i o n .  Next,  he r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  ques t ion  o f  land 

revenue. I t  had been s t a t e d  by t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n  of 75 l akhs  remias ion was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  meet 

the  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  He quest ioned t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

S t  t,he premier had ever  s a i d  t h a t  i t  was s u f f f i c i e n t  and 

premier  h imsel f  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had under h i s  cons ide ra t i on  

p roposa ls  f o r  e x p l o i t i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  source o t  revenue. They 

were many and t h e  c h i e f  o t  them was t o  t an  the  Zamindara. 

Rack- rent ing i n  Zamindar areas should  qo and new sources o f  



revenue should a l s o  be found from these Zamindari  areas. 

Therefore Kala  Venkata Rao s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  f u t u r e  programme 

would be based on h e l p i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s .  Then he 

r e f e r r e d  t h e  ques t i on  o f  t h e  r u r a l  indebtedness. He s a i d  

t h a t  w i t h  a  new o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  co-operat ion,  

they cou ld  ach ieve much i n  t h e  redemption o f  r u r a l  

indebtedness and he hoped t h a t  i t  would be done. L a s t l y ,  he 

brought  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  house a few l o c a l  g r ievances  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  He mentioned t h e  ques t i on  o f  t h e  

Polavaram I s l a n d  p r o j e c t  and requested t h e  premier t o  see 

t h a t  tan  was reduced i n  t h a t  area t o  t h e  normal d e l t a  r a t e ,  

v i z . .  Rupees f i v e .  Then he mentioned about t h e  Torr igadda 

pro.jec:t. I t  was a stream t h a t  came from t h e  h i l l s  and 

d ischarge  i n  t h e  Godavari  when t h e  r i v e r  was i n  f loods ,  t h e  

f l o o d  water would go on through t h i s  opening and t h e  water o f  

combined r i v e r s  would submerge 40 v i l l a g e s  i n  and around 

Torricjadda. From 1872 t h e  Government had been making e t t o r t s  

t o  have an o u t f l o w  s l u i c e .  R u t  f o r  v a r i o u s  reasons i t  d i d  

n o t  m a t e r i a l i s e ,  Ka la  Venkata Rno requested t h a t  under t h e  
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Madras Famine Code some h e l p  m igh t  be rendered t o  them. 

He hrought  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  Madras l e g i s l a t i v e  

assembly a  number o f  i ssues  d u r i n g  19.37-39 a l s o  concerning 

t h e  p roposa ls  f o r  t a k i n g  over  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  Rameswaram 

channel i n  t h e  East  Godavari  d i s r i c t ,  r educ t i on  o f  water r a t e  

i n  t h e  Godavari  d e l t a ,  Recru i tment  o f  Commissioner o f  

Municipalities from t h e  ranks  o f  d i s t r i c t  Panchayat o f f i c e r s  

and d i s t r i c t  Hoard Sec re ta r i es ,  proposal  t o  s t reng then  t h e  



f l o o d  hank sur rounding t he  Feravaram v i l l a g e ,  c o e t r u c t i o n  o f  

a t i d a l  lock  near Gopayalanka i n  t he  Godavari  C e n t r a l  d e l t a ,  

measures f o r  t he  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  of t he  co-operat ion movement, 

Representat ions rega rd ing  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a r e s e r v o i r  i n  

t he  upper Godavari  reg ion ,  reamalgamation o f  t h e  group-111 

D i s t r i c t  Boards, progress o f  t h e  scheme o f  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of a b r i d g e  across t h e  Godavari a t  Alamuru, land  revenue 

remiss ion  on d ry  lands i n  Eas t  Godavari, r e l i e f  meaeureo 

proposed t o  he g i ven  t o  t h e  Ryots a f f e c t e d  by f l o o d s  and 

c:yclone i n  t he  lankas i n  Eas t  Godavari ,  c r e a t i o n  o f  

l i n g u i s t i c  p rov inces  e t c .  were some o f  t h e  proposals  r a i s e d  
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by him i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

He made many suggest ions t o  the  Government by 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  genera l  d i scuss ions  o f  t he  Budget f o r  

1998-39. He suggested t h a t  p rogress ive  t a x a t i o n  should  be 

t h e  wisper f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  He a l s o  suggested a ' t u r n  over '  

tax on a l l  f o r e i g n  goods s o l d  i n  t he  Madras Presidency and 

ta:.: on i n h e r i t e d  weal th.  As famine was rag ing  i n  Rayalaseema, 

he appealed some permanent r e l i e f  be a f f o rded  t o  t h a t  area. 

Before c l o s i n g  h i s  speech, he mentioned a few l o c a l  

g r ievances  i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  He drew the  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

Revenue M i n i s t e r  t o  t he  need f o r  remiss ion  o f  water r a t e  i n  

t he  Kr ishna and Godavari  a n i c u t  systems. He made a request  

aga in  about t h e  I s l a n d  Polavaram P r o j e c t  I n  Konaseema. That 

p r o j e c t  was opened i n  1929 and i t  was est imated t o  i r r i g a t e  

an a rea  o f  17,91:10 acres and the  water r a t e  was f i x e d  as h i g h  



as rupees t e n  and a . h a l f .  A f t e r  t h r e e  years .  t h e  c u l t i v a b l e  

a rea  f e l l  down and came t o  7.000 ac res .  Then t h e  Oovcrnment 

found o u t  t h e  m i s t a k e  and decreased t h e  t a x  t o  rupees seven 

and a h a l f .  The poor  peop le  t h e r e  were u n a b l e  t o  pay. even t h e  

r e v i s e d  t a x  as  t h e  l a n d  b e i n g  s a l i n e  i n  n a t u r e .  

Further--more,  i t  was a f a r  h i g h e r  r a t e  than  t h e  ' r a t e  

c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  d e l t a .  Ka la  Venkata Rao argued and appealed 

on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  poor  people  o f  t h e  ' I s l a n d  Falavaram t o  

reduce  t h e  t a x  t o  rupees e i x  and a -qua r te r  i . e . ,  t h e  p o s t  

s e t t l e m e n t  r a t e  t h a t  was i n  vogue i n  a l l  t h e  d e l t a s  of  t i i a  

area.  Then he ment ioned t h e  Cor inga  p r o j e c t .  He s a i d  

t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  was sanc t i oned  as  e a r l y  as 1914 b u t  t h e  war 

in t .ervened and so i t  was abandoned a t  t h a t  s tage .  I t  was a 

p r o d u c t i v e  p r o j e c t  .and would y i e l d  a good r e t u r n  t o  

Government, and he hoped t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  p u b l i c  works 

would t ouch  upon t h a t .  Then he added t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  

s m a l l  schemes l i k e  t h e  Peravaram h i g h  l e v e l  channel  p r o j e c t  

w i t h  r o t a t i o n  supp l y  o f  water  w i t h  Eanur; wa te r  supp l y  

schemes f o r  Sankaraguptam, A r i t e r ved i  and Tadikonda and t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  few t i d a l  l o c k s  and o t h e r  p r o j e c t s .  He hoped 

t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t o r  P u b l i c  works would unde r take  theme 
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works a l s o .  

He was a g a i n  e l e c t e d  t o  Madras L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly t r o m  

Amalapuram General  r u r a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y  i n  1946. Wh i le  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Genera l  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  Budget t o r  t h e  

year  1946-47, he ment ioned t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  

He made a compara t i ve  s tudy  o t  impor tance  g i v e n  t o  s o c i a l  



s e r v i c e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  coun t r i es .  He s a i d  t h a t  i n  England 

they would spend as much na 25.99 percen t  o f  t h e i r  S t a t e  

income on S o c i a l  Se rv i ces  and i n  A u s t r a l i a  17.9 percent .  Bu t  

i n  I n d i a ,  they would spend o n l y  8.5 percen t  o f  t h e i r  Reveue 

nn S o c i a l  Serv ice  o f  every k ind .  They cou ld  spend much o f  

t h e i r  income on S o c i a l  Serv ices .  He suggested t h a t  t h e  

a d d i t i o n a l  funds t h a t  t h e  Government would p rov ide  i n  the  

f u t u r e  should qo towards t h e  enlargement o f  t h e  S o c i a l  

Se rv i ces  i n  t h e  r u r a l  areas. He s a i d  t h a t  he had no 

ab jec : t i on  t o  i n d u s t r i l i z a t i o n  as such3 b u t  f o r  t h e  

i n d u s t r i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p lough he was n o t  prepared. 

Rccording t o  him, they must g i v e  an inatrurnent  perhapm an 

improved one, b u t  should  n o t  mechanize t h e  p lough i n  t h i s  

coun t ry  and thereby des t roy  once and f o r  a l l  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  
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r u r a l  economy. He was o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  a g r a r i a n  

p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  must combine and s o l v e  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  

problems toge ther  t h e  problem o f  tenure,  t h e  problem O f  

tenanc ies and the problem o f  t a x a t i o n  and un less  those were 

tacC:.led toge ther ,  t he re  cou ld  n o t  be any d e s i r a b l e  progress 

i n  the  a g r a r i a n  s e c t o r  i n  our coun t ry .  He suggested t h a t  

t h e r e  must be r e v o l u t i o n a r y  scheme o f  land  reforms. The 

f i r s t  i t e m  o f  t h e  programme o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  was t o  b r i n g  

about tenancy re fo rm t h a t  would be r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n  cha rac te r  

and lands should  be al lowed t o  pass from t h e  a c t u a l  

c u l t i v a t o r s  t o  mere r e n t i e r s .  I t  was c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  70% o f  

t h e  c u l t i v a t e d  l and  i n  t h i s  cou t r y  was be ing c u l t i v a t e d  by 

people who d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  own t h a t  land. Th i s  was a t h i n g  



which would r e q u i r e  qu i ck  reform. Therefore he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  

system o f  ownership should  be made t h e  foundat ion o f  r u r a l  

economy. There must be on l y  t h e  Government and t h e  

c ~ ~ l t i v a t i n g  tenan t  and t h a t  c u l t i v a t i n g  tenan t  should  be t h e  

owner. t h e  manager and t h e  labourer ,  a l l  combined i n t o  one 

and a q r a r i a n  problems cou ld  be so lved  if t h a t  was brought 

about. Then he came t o  t h e  ques t i on  o f  land t a x a t i o n .  

Uneconomic ho ld ings  should be exempted f rom taxes and the  

p r i n c i p l e  of p rogress ive  t a x a t i o n  should be in t roduced  i n t o  

t h e  system. Heyarding lanka lands,  he suqqested t h a t  t he re  

should  he comparat ive r e d u c t i o n  i n  r a t e s  o r  b i d  amounts i n  

case o f  erosi,on. He pleaded f o r  a  comprehensive l e g i s l a t i o n  

f o r  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  re fo rms he had mentioned. A 5  an immediate 

measure, he suggested t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  the Revenue Board 's  
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s tand ing  o rders .  

Regarding i r r i g a t i o n ,  he suggested a  more i n t e g r a t e d  p lap  

t ros ider inq  Rndhra cond i t i ons .  'They were : ( 1  ) Vamc,adhar.a and 

Naqava l i  group and ( 2 )  Godavari. Kr ishna and Pennar group. 

He a l s o  suggested two b i g  dams at. tiamapadasagara s i t e  and 

Sanqemeswara and a wide and deep canal  should  a l s o  be dug 

from Godavari  and a l lowed t o  f a l l  above t o  Kr ishna a n i c u t .  

!S im i la r l y  t h e r e  should  be a l s o  a canal  dug f r o m  Sangameswara 

s i t e  and a l lowed t o  f a l l  i n  t h e  Pennar above t h e  N e l l o r e  

a n i c u t .  whose s h u t t e r s  cou ld  be ra i sed .  Then Pennar would he 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t o t a l  use i n  Anantapur d i s t r i c t .  That 

arrangemet was very  u r g e n t l y  needed f o r  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  as i t  



had a very scanty r a i n f a l l .  Therefore.  he suggested t h a t  t h e .  

new c o n k t i t u t i o n  must p rov ide  f o r  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  

t h a t  every r i v e r  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  o r  f ede ra l  p rope r t y  and t h a t  
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no p a r t s  can o b s t r u c t  i t s  mul t i -purpose u t i l i s a t i o n .  

He was a g i f t e d  debator  w i t h  p rod ig ious  memory and 

thorough qrasp o f  t h e  sub. ject  w i t h  a lmost  ency c lopaedic  

knowledge o f  many mat ters .  Dur ing  h i s  j a i l  days, he devoted 

h i s  t ime  t o  vorac ious  read ing  and c u l t i v a t e d  t h e  h a b i t  o f  

p repar ing  e l a b o r a t e  notes.  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  of h i s  t h a t  he was 

ever a  s tuden t  i n  l i f e  helped him t o  have a mastery over  t h e  
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s u b j e c t .  

He used t o  r e b u t  t h e  arguments of the  o p p o s i t i o n  by 

abundant quo ta t i ons  coupled w i t h  ready w i t .  H i s  speech i n  

the  Assembly was f u l l  o f  quo ta t i ons .  He used t o  quote 

eminent people. Fo r  e;<ample, w h i l e  speaking on t h e  r e p o r t  o f  

t h e  Madras Es ta tes  l and  and Enqui ry  Comittee on January 23, 

1939. he quoted from a Ra jpu t  sonq. 

"Rhog Ra Dhanni Raj  Ho 

Rhum Ha Dhanni Ma cho" 

" The Government i s  t h e  owner o f  t h e  tax and I am t h e  

master  o f  t h e  land  ". F u r t h e r  he quoted coo l  broke. Cool 

broke says i n  h i s  essays, "The Monarch has n o t  t h e  p roper ty  

o f  t h e  ear th .  H i s  e a r t h l y  power i s  f o r  the  Oovernment o f  t h e  

rea lm o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  taxes".  He a l s o  quoted Muhomadan 

a u t h o r i t i e s  "He who hae the  t r i b u t e  from t h e  land  has no 

p rope r t y  i n  i t '  - Modena Sha r i  Razz. . 



'Whoever c u l t i v a t e s  land does thereby acqu i re  t h e  proper ty  

of  them' Mohamed i n  t h e  Heday, f o u r t h  chap te r .  

Kala Venkata Rao emphasised t h a t  a l l  these a u t h o r i t i e s  

would show t h a t  even i n  t h e  p r e - h i s t o r i c  pe r i ods  t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r s h i p  of  t h e  s o i l  vested i n  t h e  Ryot .  He a l s o  

quoted j u s t i c e  Muttuswami Ayyar 'Accord ing  t o  what may be 

termed t h e  Hindu Common law, a  r i q h t  t o  t h e  possession of  t h e  

land i s  acqu i red by t h e  f i r s t  person who makes a  b e n e f i c i a l  

use of  t h e  s o i  1 ' . 

That was t h e  s t a t e  of  a f f a i r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  permanent 

s e t t l e m e n t .  He t h e r e f o r e  contended t h a t  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s h i p  
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of  t h e  s o i l  vested i n  t h e  Ryot .  

Wh i l e  speaking on t h e  Pudqet f o r  t h e  year 1946-47, he sa id  

t h a t  Finance was no t  merely a r i t h m a t i c  and i t  had a  g r e a t  

p o l i c y  behind i t .  I n  t h i s  connedion, he quoted M r .  Gladstone, 

t h e  Pr ime-Min is ter  of  England. Gladstone once s t a t e d ,  

"Budget i n  a  thousand ways go t o  t h e  r o o t  of  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  

of  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of  c lasses  and t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  
47 

n a t i o n s " .  

Kala Venkata Rao was e lec ted  member o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u e n t  

Assembly i n  Ju l y  1946 from t h e  Madras Pres idency.  As a 

member of  t h e  C o n s t i t u e n t  Assembly, Kala Venk.ata Rao made 

some sugqest ions t o  t h e  issues r e l a t i n q  t o  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  

t he  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  Kala Venkata Kao and Rnanthnsayanam 



ayyanqar worked toge ther  i n  p resent ing  t h e i r  views f o r  making 

amendments t o  the  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  He was very much 
40 

i n t e r e s t e d  on i ssues  r e l a t i n g  t o  Fundamental r i g h t s .  

M I N  PILLAR OF EWERY MIMET 

Kala Venkata Hao func t ioned as t h e  main p i l l a r  o f  every 

Cabinet  i n  which he was a member. He was a popular  m i n i s t e r  

i n  Madras Presidency.  Taminlnadu always used t o  h a i l  him as 
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v e r s a t i l e  m i n i s t e r .  I n  1946. he was e lec ted  t o  tktladras 

l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly f rom Amalapuram const i tuency and became 

the  Revenue M i n i s t e r  i n  1947 which pos t  he he ld  from March 

Yi, 1947 t o  January 24, 1949. He he ld  the  pos t  o f  Revenue ,L 

M i n i s t e r  w i t h  g r e a t  d e x t e r i t y .  Dur ing t h i s  per iod,  he 

i n t roduced  and success fu l l y  p i l o t e d  the  f o l l o w i n g  

impor tan t  b i l l s .  

(1) The Madras E s t a t e s  land ( R e d u c t i o n  of  R e n t )  B i l l .  1947 I 

The b i l l  sonqht t o  reduce the  r e n t s  i n  Zamindari v i l l a g e s  to 

the  l e v e l  o f  t he  Ryotwar i  r e n t s  i n  t he  neighbourhood. I t  was 

a w e l l  known f a c t  t h a t  the  Zamindars were charging r e n t s  a t  

e x o r b i t a n t  r a t e s  i n  almost a l l  t he  es ta tes  throughout t he  

Presidency.  He s a i d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  duty of t he  Bovernment 

t o  see t h a t  these r e n t s  were reduced and t h e  Government had 

decided t h a t  the  reduc t i on  should be t o  t he  l e v e l  of Ryotwar i  

r e n t s  i n  t he  ne ighbour ing areas. He added t h a t  t h e r e  would 

have been no necess i ty  t o  move the  b i l l  except f o r  t he  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  b i l l  t o  a b o l i s h  the  permanent se t t lement  i t s e l f  



vrou.ld take a  l i t t l e  t ime  t o  become law and i f  they wai ted 

k i l l  t h a t  b i l l  became law, t he  tenan ts  i n  the Zamindari  areas 
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would r io t  q e t  immediate r e l i e f .  

( 2 )  The Madras E s t a t e s  Communal. Fo res t  and p r i v a t e  lands 

( p r - o h i h i t i o n  o f  O l i e n a t i o r i )  b i l  1  1947 : 

Nn ord inance i r i  a lmost  s i m i l a r  terms o f  t h e  b i l l  was 

promulas.ted on t h e  27 th  June, 1947. The terms o f  t h e  

ordiner ice were passed i n t o  an 0c.t.. so as t o  achieve i t s  

o b j e c t s  on t h e  1 8 t h  October. 1947. 

Tht? need f o r  t h i s  B i l l  arose on account o f  a  l a r g e  number 

o f  comp la in ts  t h a t  were rece ived  a g a i n s t  l andho lders .  T h i s  

b i l l  was p r a c t i c a l l y  a  temporary one i n  v iew o f  t he  

fo r thcominq  measure r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  Zamindaries. 

T h i s  shou ld  havr  e f f e c t  t i l l  t h e  a c t u a l  a b o l i t i o n  o f  

Zamindaries took:. p l a c e  and prevented t h e  land ho lde rs  from 

foruib1.e o c c ~ ~ p a t i o n  and abuse o f  t h e  communal land and lands 

de f i ned  as Pnr-@st land,  parambolter; p t c . .  arid a l eo  w i t h  
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c ~ r i v a t e  lands.  

( 3 )  The Madras E s t a t e s  (Repeal o f  t h e  permanent se t t l emen t  

and Convers ion i n t o  Ay0twar.i.) R i l l  1947 : 

The main o b j e c t  o f  t h e  b i l l  was t o  a b o l i s h  t he  Zamindaries 

and then v e s t  t he  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  Government and then proceed 

w i t h  t h e  se t t l emen t .  s e t t l e  t he  b a s i c  annual s u m .  the 

c:ompensatic~ri payable. i t s  rnc~r:)~? o-f peymnn t. t he  s c a l e  a f  
c?, 
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payment o f  i t s  apport ionment e t c .  



4 T Tungabhadra project (Prevention of spearlation in 

land) Bill 1947 t 

h 

Th is  P i l l  was in tended f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  purpose. The 

purpose was on l y  t o  prevent  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  land. The B i l l  was 

in tended t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  ownership o f  land.  6 p r o v i s i o n  w a s  

made t o  acqu i re  a l l  land owned by any person i n  eKcess o f  
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f i f t y  acres purchased a f t e r  October, 1944. 

( 5 )  T k  Halabar Irrigation works (Construction and 1 of 

Cess) Bill 1947 t 

Walabar was a  s i n g l e  d i s t r i c t  and had an area o f  3,790 

square m i l e s  and a  popu la t i on  (1941 census) o f  39,29,423. 

The annual average r a i n f a l l  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  amounted t o  about 

117.9 inches. But  i t  was a  c u r i o u s  t h i n g  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  

was d e f i c i t  i n  r-eqard t o  i t s  food requirements.  There was 

one . i r r i q a t i o n  work wor th  ment ion ing i n  t h e  t a l u k  o f  Palghat ,  

and t h i s  was acqu i red  from a  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  1902 f o r  

t h e  good sum o f  Rs. 3,152. I t  y i e l d e d  a  revenue o f  about Rs. 

240 per  annum. O f  course i t  was a  good investment b u t  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  an area o f  over  5,700 sq.mi les and a  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  n e a r l y  40 l akhs  and w i t h  an area where food 

p roduc t i on  was i n  d e f i c i t ,  and t h a t  t h i s  sa fe  i r r i g a t i o n  

a lone  should  e x i s t  a l l  these years w i t h  no a t tempt  t o  b r i n g  

i r r i q a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t h a t  a rea  was r a t h e r  cu r i ous .  The 

b i l l  wanted t o  improve t h e  p o s i t i o n .  I n  the  post-war scheme 



t h e r e  was p r o v i s i o n  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e e .  major and 

minor.  To execute S L I C ~  works the  Bovernment should g e t  

c e r t a i n  l e g a l  power so t h a t  l e g a l  obs tac les  may n o t  stand i n  

t he  way o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  dams and o t h e r  i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  
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So t h e  b i l l  was in tended t o  g e t  such l e g a l  powers. 

6 The Madras construction of Buildings m wet l a d  

(prohibition) Bill. 1948 r 

The o b j e c t  o f  t he  b i l l  was t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  construction o f  

b u i l d i n g  on wet lands which were producing food. The 

Government was aware t h a t  there  was housing shortage and . 

t h e r e  was need t o  cons t ruc t  new b u i l d i n g s .  Pu t  w h i l e  t h e  

food s i t u a t i o n  had n o t  improved, t h e  Government cou ld  n o t  

a l l o w  i t  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e .  That was why the  Qovernment had t o  

g i v e  p r i o r i t y  t o  food. The Government had rece ived  many 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  from every corner  o f  t h e  p rov ince  f o r  the  

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  lands f o r  house b u i l d i n g .  If t h a t  was l e f t  

unchecked, t he re  was t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  houses migh t  be 

b u i l t  on wet lands which produced food f o r  them. Therefore 

tihe Government thought  t h a t  by some k i n d  o f  c o n t r o l ,  they 

c:ould see t h a t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  go o f f  a t  a  tangent. That was 
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t he  purpose of t h e  b i l l .  

( 7 )  The ebdras Land Requisition and acquisition Bill. 1948 t 

The purpose o f  t h i s  b i l l  was t o  acqu i re  c e r t a i n  m i l i t a r y  

lands and m i l i t a r y  b u i l d i n g s  which had s i n c e  been 

r e q u i s i t i o n e d  by the  Government. Some o f  them had been 



r e - r e q u i s i t i o n e d  and some had t o  be acqui red a lso .  The 

process was n o t  complete and thereforeathe 4overnment had t o  

take some powers i n  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  the  Defence o f  I n d i a  

Rules. The b i l l  would n o t  apply o r d i n a r i l y  t o  every body and 

every place.  Two a d d i t i o n a l  purposes were added i n  t h a t  

R i l l ,  t he  housing o f  Refugees, and the s t o r i n g  of food 
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gra ins .  

(8) The Hadram Irrigation Tankm (Improvement) Bill. 1948 r 

Th is  was a  b i l l  under which the  Oovernment proposed to 

acqu i re  power t o  improve and r e p a i r  a l l  tank-bunds i n  respec t  

of d i l a p i d a t e d  tanks i n  genera l .  Th i s  was one o f  the  few 

b i l l s  which had rece ived  much supo r t  f rom a11 the  Memberta o f  
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the  House. 

H i s  t a l e n t  found t h e i r  f u l l  ven t  i n  h i s  p i l o t i n g  the  

Zamindari A b o l i t i o n  P i l l .  a g r e a t  land-mark i n  the  h i t o r y  o f  

I n d i a n  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  He succesQl ly  p i l o t e d  the  ~ a m i n d a r i  

a b o l i t i o n  b i l l  as the  Madras Es ta tes  (Repeal o f  the permanent 

se t t l emen t  and conversion i n t o  Ryo twar i )  P i l l ,  1947 f i r s t  of 

i t s  k i n d  t o  r e c e i v e  the  Governor Genera l t  assent. 

Then what is meant by Zamindari system? 

Dur ing the pe r i od  o f  East  I n d i a  Company, Lord  Cornwa l l i s  

i n t roduced  the  permanent se t t lement  i n  Rengal i n  1793. Under 

t h i s  system, the  Zamindars who were on l y  the  agent9 o f  the  

Government were dec la red  f u l l  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  the  areas where 

they c o l l e c t e d  land revenue. The land  revenue assessment was 



f i x e d  a t  t en  e leven th  o f  what t h e  Zamindar c o l l e c t e d  as r e n t  

from t h e  c u l t i v a t o r s ,  t h e  balance go ing t o  t h e  Zamindars as 

r-emuneration. The system gave an open hand t o  t h e  Zamindars 

and l and  l o r d s  t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  r e n t  from the  

c u l t i v a t o r s .  They i n  e f f e c t  became a  p a r a s i t i c  c l a s s  

i n t e r e s t e d  on l y  i n  e x t r a c t i n g  t h e  maximum r e n t  f rom t h e  

peasants. The system o f  permanent se t t l emen t  was a l s o  
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extended t o  .Madras. The at tempt  r a n  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

St rong sent iments  aga ins t  t h e  Zamindari  system had a l ready  

grown be fo re  independence. I n  1928, t h e  fill I n d i a  Congrsaa 

Committee dec lared t h a t  the  a b o l i t i o n  o f  land l o rd i sm m u s t  

occupy a  prominent p l ace  i n  t h e i r  programme. The absentee 

land l o r d s  were a c c ~ ~ s e d  o f  be ing oppress ive and i n  genera l  

t h e  h i g h  r e n t s  charged from t h e  tenan ts  were f r i t t e r e d  away 

on conspicuous consumption r a t h e r  than h e l p  c a p i t a l  

format ion.  I n  t h e  absence o f  any S t a t e  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  the  

absentee owners e x p l o i t e d  t h e  a c t u a l  t i l l e r s  by i n d u l g i n g  i n  

r a c k - r e n t i n g ,  e v i c t i o n s  and be-gar ( s e r v i c e s  wihout  

payments). A b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  Zamindari  system t o  be rep laced 

by a  system o f  " l and  t o  the  t i l l e r "  became a  p a r t  o f  t he '  

n a t i o n a l  movment f o r  p o l i t i c a l  and economic independence from 
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t h e  a l i e n  r u l e .  

A f t e r  independence h i g h  p r i o r i t y  was g i ven  t o  t h e  

a b o l i t i o n  of i n te rmed ia ry  tennures (Zamindars).  f iccordingly,  

every s t a t e  enacted i t s  own l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a b o l i s h  t h i s  

tennure system on t h e  payment o f  compensation. B a s i c a l l y ,  



t h e  law prov ided f o r  the  S t a t e  take  over o f  t h e  e s t a t e s  o f  

Zamindars on payment o f  compensation and o f f e r i n g  t h e i r  
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ownership t o  c u l t i v a t o r s  on t h e i r  payment o f  f i x e d  sums. 

Whi le speaking on t h e  obdect ives o f  t h e  P i l l ,  Ka la  Venkata 

Rao s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r s  had been a  l and  o f  Zamindar's g l o r y  and 

peasant p r o v e r t y .  I n  the  l i g h t  o f  s o c i a l  j u * t i c e ,  they had 

t o  s e t  r i g h t  t h a t  i n e q u a l i t y .  They must care f o r  t h a t  person 

who produced t h e i r  food.  h i s  f a m i l y  and h i s  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  

and s a i d  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  was on l y  the  f i r s t  s tep  i n  

ach iev ing  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e .  He s a i d  t h a t  they must take  a  

number o f  o t h e r  s teps  i n  o rder  t o  c r e a t e  a  l i v i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  

the  man t h a t  t i l l e d  t h e  lands. I n  o rde r  t o  ach ieve t h a t  

o b j e c t  many s t a t u t e s  had t o  be brought .  He quoted Lo rd  Wave11 

who s a i d  t h a t  they must l i f t  t h e  poor man o f  I n d i a  from 

pover ty  t o  s e c u r i t y  from i l l - h e a l t h  t o  v i g o u r  and from 

ignorance t o  understanding.  k:ala Venkata Rao added if they 

wanted t o  ach ieve a l l  those o b j e c t s  they must g i r d  up  t h e i r  

l oans  and would do t h e i r  bes t  f o r  t h e  cause o f  t h e  t i l l e r  o f  

t h e  s o i l  whose w e l f a r e  was t h e i r  main concern. They had t o  

march w i t h  t h e  t imes. They were i n  a  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  s t a t e  

and they had t o  look i n t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  r y o t e  

who were t o i l i n g  under va r i ous  burden- i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of 

t h e  Madras Presidency.  He s a i d  t h a t  he wanted t o  re form t h e  

system i n  a  manner which would h e l p  t h e  common man, t h e  

tenan t  and t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  was 

the  a b o l i t i o n  o f  Zamindaris. Other measures would f o l l o w  i n  

due course. He hoped t h a t  by t h a t  measure they had w e l l  and 



t r u e l y  l a i d  t h a t  foundat ion and the re fo re  t h e  t i l l e r  of t h e  

s o i l  and the  common man,who had been t o i l i n g  throughout  h i s  

l i f e  would bn abln t o  look ahead and b0 a  f r e e  and happy man. 

He s a i d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  h i s  Government was n o t  r i g h t ,  n o t  l e f t  
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b u t  forward.  

A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  speech on t h e  P i l l ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  

was a  long  way from Cornwa l l i s  t o  Ka la  Venkata Rao; more than 

150  years  had gone by. That day t h e  permanent se t t l emen t  was 

go inq  t h e  way o f  many age o l d  t h i n g s  which had been t o t t e r i n g  

on t h e i r  pedasta ls .  When S ta tes  went and were go ing  away, 

e s t a t e s  cou ld  n o t  con t inue  t o  s tay  i n  t h e  count ry  and they 

need n o t  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  t h e  changes brought  by the  change o f  

t ime  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  They d i d  n o t  have any th ing  a g a i n s t  any 

p a r t i c u l a r  e s t a t e .  The t ime was r i p e .  The o l d  system was 
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qo ing  away. The b i l l  was passed. 

I n s p i t e  o f  the  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  he l a i d  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  

Zamindari  a b o l i t i o n  R i l l  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  h i s  O u r u j i ,  

T .  Frakasam. I n  h i s  own words " S i r ,  i n  t h i s  connect ion,  I 

would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  i n s p i t e  o f  t h e  s l i g h t  p o l i t i c a l  

d i f f e r e n c e  which my honourable G u r u j i  Frakasam Garu migh t  

have w i t h  me, and i n s p i t e  o f  t h e  few harsh words t h a t  he 

might  have s a i d  a g a i n s t  me d u r i n g  t h i s  one year and odd. I 

may say t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  any c r e d i t  t h a t  i s  g iven  t o  me by 

t h e  number of members who spoke d u r i n g  t h e  t h i r d  reading,  I 

m u s t  l a y  t h a t  c r e d i t  a t  the  f e e t  o f  my O u r u j i  because I have 



been h i s  very c l o s e  f o l l o w e r  f o r  a  number o f  years  and I have 

l e a r n t  many t h i n g s  f rom him. Even d u r i n g  the  day- o f  t h e  

Es ta tes  land Enqui ry  i n  1937, I was w i t h  him and had t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  go ing through a  number o f  records.  I was a l s o  

taken i n t o  h i s  conf idence w i t h  re fe rence  t o  a  number o f  

ma t te r s  concerninq t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I f  I have any ideas  

w i t h  re fe renck  t o  t h e  abol i t ion o f  t h e  e s t a t e s  and t h e  l i f e ,  

I must say w i t h  a l l  my h e a r t  t h a t  I owe much t o  him. 

Therefore,  S i r ,  whatever he might  have s a i d  a g a i n s t  me, I 
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w i l l  t ake  i t  as h i s  b l e s s i n g  and n o t h i n g  else. '  

N.Sanjeeva Heddy. t h e  f i r s t  Ch ie f  M i n i s t e r  o f  Andhra 

Pradesh po in ted  o u t  "From C o r n w a l l i s  t o  Kala was an e ra  

thereby e p i t o m i s i n g  t h e  ou ts tand ing  c o n t r i b u t i o n  made by t h e  

deceased statesman i n  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  vexa t i ous  Zamindari  
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system i n  t h e  composite Madras s t a t e .  

Ka la  Venkata Rao res igned from t h e  pos t  o f  Revenue 

M i n i s t e r  i n  p re fe rence  t o  the  pos t  o f  General Secretary ,  A l l  

I n d i a  Congress Committee i n  January, 1949. The 
i 

r e s i g n a t i o n  was accepted by t h e  Qovernor t o  t ake  e f f e c t  

from t h e  a f ternoon o f  24 th  January, 1949. The Hon. Premier 
. 

o f  Madras S ta te ,  O.P. Ramaswamy Reddier had addressed a  

l e t t e r  of  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r .  S r i  Kala Venkata Rao 

and f o r  the  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  House, i t  was read by B. Gopala 

Reddy i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly i n  t h e  a f ternoon o f  January 

24, 1949. The t e n t  o f  the  l e t t e r  i s  as f o l l ows .  



" Dear f r i e n d ,  

I cannot t e l l  you w i thou t  poignant f e e l i n g  o f  

130rrow. I have reconc i led  myself t o  the loss  which the 

Cabinet s u f f e r  by the acceptance o f  your res igna t ion  which 

takes e f f e c t  from to-day. On behalf  o f  the Cabinet and on my 

own behal f .  I wish t o  express my great  appreciat ion o f  the 

inva luab le  serv ices you have rendered t o  the province dur ing  

the twenty two months you have held o f f i c e  as M i n i s t e r  f o r  

land revenue. You have w r i t t e n  your name i n  the imperishable 

l e t t e r s  i n  the h i s t o r y  of t h i s  prov ince by the admirable way 

i n  which you have successfu l ly  p i l o t e d  the Zamandari 

f l b o l i t i o n  P i l l .  With t h i s  feather  i n  your cap, you b i d  f a i r  

t.o win greater  d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  the  wider f i e l d  of serv ice  

open t o  you i n  your o f f i c e .  While my hear t  fee ls  the  wrench 

of separat ion from such a  wise and sagacious col league and 

esteemed f r i end ,  I can on ly  f i n d  consolat ion i n  the f a c t  t h a t  

you w i l l  hereaf ter  u t i l i s e  your g rea t  t a l e n t s  and a b i l i t i e s  

f o r  the la rge r  good o f  the country as a  whole. I wish you 

God speed i n  your new task. May Bod g ran t  you s t reng th  and 

wisdom t o  discharge e f f i c i e n t l y  the onerous r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

of your h igh o f f i c e  and i n s p i r e  you t o  render s e l f l e s s  and 

devoted se rv i ce  t o  the country.  

With regards. 

Yours s incere ly ,  
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Sd/ 0.P.Ramaswamy Reddier. 

From Jan~tary.  1919 t o  September, 1951, he was the General 



Secretary  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  N a t i o n a l  Congress. I n  t h e  n e x t  

Congress P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  i n  1951, Acharya 

Kr - ipa lan i  and Purushottam Das Tandon contested w i t h  each 

o t h e r .  I t  was a keen con tes t  and t h e  two g r e a t  l eade rs#  

Jawahar la l  Nehru and Sardar Pate1 were supposed t o  be t h e  

r e a l  con tes tan ts  behind t h e  scenes5 propping up  t h e i r  

candidates.  Many specu la t i ons  were c u r r e n t  i n  D e l h i  on t h e  

p rev ious  n i g h t  as t o  how t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t  was 1ik.ely t o  

t u r n  o u t ,  and i n  t h e  end, Purushottam Das Tandon was d e c l a r e d .  

e l ec ted .  That d isp leased  Jawahar la l  so much t h a t  he cou ld  

keep up ' f a c e '  o n l y  w i t h  much s e l f  r e s t r a i n t .  The s t range  

t h i n g  was t h a t  w h i l e  P a t t a b h i  was dropped f rom t h e  working 

commit.tee, h i s  p ro tege  Kala Venkata Rao was t o  con t inue  as a 

General Secretary .  0  few months a f t e r  t he  new P res iden t  took 

over ,  i t  became known t h a t  Jawahar la l  cou ld  n o t  benr w i t h  t h e  

Sec re ta r i es .  So he demanded t h e i r  r e s i g n a t i o n .  b u t  Tandon 

d i d  n o t  agree. Thereupon Nehru res igned  from t h e  Working 

Committee. I t  became necessary f o r  Tandon, t he  P res iden t ,  t o  

r e s i g n  so t h a t  Nehru cou ld  be appeased. Thus, Nehru p i t c h  

L 
t o r ked  h imse l f  i n t o  P r e s i d e n t r h i p i  e a r l i e r  Sec re ta r i eu  Who 

became obnoxious t o  him were dismissed i n c l u d i n g  Kala  Venkata 
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Rao . Immediately a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  Madras, he was 

o f f e r e d  t he  pos t  o f  Hea l t h  M i n i s t e r  by t he  Ch ie f  M i n i s t e r ,  

Kumar Raja. He accepted the  o f f e r  and he ld  t h e  pos t  f rom 

September, 1951 t o  February, 1992. He served on two 

Committees i .e..  as a  member o f  the  S e l e c t  Committee 

appoin ted t o  cons ider  the  Madras F o r e s t  (emendment) B i l l ,  



0 7 
1951 ( 1 - . A m H i l l  No.27 o f  1951 ) .  and a s  a  member o f  J o i n t  

Se=lect  Committee a p p n i n t e d  t o  cn r l s i de r  t h o  Madraw M e d i c a l  
hO 

t i ~ : ? ( : ~ i ~ ; t . r ~ l t : i . ~ : ~ ~ ' b  ~~II Ic;?I I~~~II~:~I I~~, V j . 1  I., 1,5'51. ( .be  r ~ l i . r ~ l . ~ e t e ~ -  .far' t w a l t h ,  

he t r i e d  f o r  t h e  development  o f  t h e  H o s p i t a l s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  

HE encouraqed p o s t  a r a d ~ r a t e  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h r e e  s u b j e c t s  

o b s t e t r i c s  and Gynaecoloqy. Anatomy and Venerea l  
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d i s e a s e s .  A11 t h o s e  s t t i d e n t s  and d o c t o r s  who were d e s i r o u s  

o f  d c ~ i n q  researc:h work were g i v e n  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e s e  
7 1:) 

post. a r a d u a t e  courses .  

A s  a  M i n i s t e r .  he had t h e  p a t i e n c e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o  

l i . s t e n  t o  t h e  rep resen ta t i . o~ -1s  made t o  t1i.m by t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

O f t e r  independance.  t h e  f i r s t  q e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  were h e l d  

i n  1952. K:ala Venkata Hacr who c c ~ n t e s t e d  as  a  Conaress 

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  Madras l e q i s l a t i v e  assembly f rom Amalapu- 

ram d o u b l e  member c o n s t i t u e n c y  was d e f e a t e d  by N.Ramabhadra 

H a j u  o f  k:i.san Mazdnor F ' r a j a  p a r t y ,  who be longed t o  F'rakasam 

a r o n p  v r i t l i  a  t ~ i q  n l a r q i r ~  o f  3 2 , 9 6 2  v o t e s .  I t  was t h e  f i , r s t  

and l d s t  d e f e a t  i n  h i s  l i f e  t i m e .  He was n o t  t h e  o n l y  cand i -  

d a t e  who was d e f e a t e d  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  The o t h e r  l e a d e r s  and 

M i n i s t e r s  l i k e  H.Gopala Heddy. K.Chandramoul i  and V.Kurmaiah 

were a l s o  d e f e a t e d .  N.San.jeeva h'eddy , t h e  P res i . den t  o f  t h e  

Praderr-h Conaress Committee met a s icn . i la r  f a t e  i n  t h e  hands o f  

h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w .  T a r i m a l a  Naq i reddy .  a  prominent .  l e a d e r  i n  
7 1  

Comnn..in.is.t p a r t y .  The main reason o f  t h e i r  d e f e a t  was t h a t  

the,/ had l o s t  t h e  ctuc!d-wil I, and c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  



because they  had removed Prakasam by sponso r ing  no -con f i dence  

I I I ~ ~ ~ C J ~ I  w. i thoi . l t  ~ t a t i n t j  ,3nv reason.; or- ctiar-qes aaainrst  t l i m ,  

j u s t  because they  manoeuvr?red t o  g a i n  a few more vo tes .  

Second ly ,  F'rakasam and o t h e r s  r a i s e d  a q a i n s t  them many 

ze r . i o~us  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  miause o f  p u b l i c  funda and 
'7 2 

qovernmenta l  a u t h o r - i t y .  F ' a t t a b h i ' s  g roup  came o u t  w i t h  a l l  

venoence t o  b r i n q  c e r t a i n  charqes  a a a i n s t  Prak.asam. Peop le  

wlsre Ted u p  w i t h  t h i 3  a t t i t u d e .  Prakasam t o o  was d e f e a t e d  

f rom Madras. Ranqa 's  p a r t y  C::r ishiCar LoC p a r t y  l o s t  

m i s e r a b l y .  M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s e a t s  were won by Communists i n  
'7 3 

C i r c a r  d i s t r i c t s  and Conpress i n  Hayelaceema. 

Meanwhi le  Rndhra S t a t e  was formed on t h e  1 s t  Oc tober ,  1953 

and T a n q u t u r i  F'rakasam F 'an tu lu  became t h e  f i r s t  C h i e f  

mini st:^^ o f  Rndhra S t a t e .  H i s  Government remained i n  o f f i c e  

f rom October  1, 195.3 t o  November, 1954 u n t i l  i t  was removed 

f rom o f f i c e  by no  c o n f i d e n c e  mo t ion .  M id  te rm e l e c t i o n s  were 

h e l d  i n  June, 1755. b l a  Venkata Rao was e l e c t e d  t o  

t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly Prom Ko thape ta  c o n s t i t u e n c y  of 

Eonaseema. Bezawada Gopala Heddy formed t h e  Government on 

J u l y  1s t  1955. K a l a  Verikata Rao became M i n i s t e r  f o r  

p l a n n i n g .  l ie  was a l s o  a l l o t t e d  I n d u s t r i e s  and P u b l i c  
7 4. 

h e a l t h .  As m i n i s t c r  for- p l a n n i n q ,  he drew up  a p l a n  f o r  each 

v i l i a q e  though i t  c o u l d  n o t  be implemented f o r  v a r i o u s  

reasons .  The p l a n  r e v e a l e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  he had i n  

t h e  u p l i f t  o f  r u r a l  f o l d  b u t  a l s o  h i s  q r a s p  o f  t h e  problems 
7 5  

crf t h e  poo r  l i v i n q  i . r~  t h e  r u r a l  ar-eas. He appea led  t o  a l l  



p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i i e s  t o  co-operate w i t h  Government . fo r  t he  

success fu l  implementat ion o f  t he  second f i v e  year p lan.  On 

Adv isory  body was c o n s t i t u t e d  t o  adv ise  t he  Government f o r  

S t a t e  p lann ing.  and Rupees 35 c ro res  was a l l o t t e d  f o r  t h e  

i . ndus t r i es  d u r i n q  the  second f i v e  year p lan.  Olase f a c t o r y  

a t  Gudur was developed and Na t i ona l  e::tension programme was 
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implemented i n  i6OW v i  1  lnqes.  He s a i d  t h a t  Oovernment was 

ready t o  h e l p  those people who came forward w i t h  50 percent  

o f  t h e  share c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  medium s i zed  

i n d u s t r i e s .  He was respons ib le  f o r  the  development o f  

H o s p i t a l s  i n  t he  S ta te .  He l a i d  foundat ion s tones f o r  a 

number o f  H o s p i t a l s  i n  t he  S ta te .  S r i  K o l l u r i  Subba Rao 

memorial Hmerican H o s p i t a l  a t  Amalapuram was one among 
77 

t, hem. He increased sea ts  i n  t h e  medical  co l l eges  o f  

Visakhapatnam and Ountur from 85 t o  110 and from 50 t o  35, 

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Pathology department was opened i n  

Visakhapatnam medical  Col lege.  He s t a r t e d  t h r e e  Honorary 

Medica l  U n i t s  i n  Visakhapatnam. Under p u b l i c  Hea l t h  Medical  

Head, Rupees 8  c r o r e s  was sanct ioned f o r  new schemes. 

M a l a r i a  e r a d i c a t i o n  u n i t s  were opened i n  t r i b a l  areas. 

Fami ly p lann ing  c l i n i c s  were opened i n  a  number o f  p laces i n  

t he  S t a t e  i n  1956. He t r i e d  t o  r o o t  o u t  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  
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t i o s p i t a l s .  

Hndhra Pradesh was formed on November 1 s t  1956 by t h e  

Reorgan isa t ion  o f  S ta tes  a c t .  N.Sanjeeva Keddy was e l e c t e d  

leader o f  t he  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  i n  t h e  Assembly and formed the  

gpver-nment w i t h  13 m i n i s t e r s .  Ba la  Venl.ata Kao was a l l o t t e d  



Finance. S t a t e  Insurance.  Commercial taxen and land reforms. 

A l thouqh h i s  h e a l t h  was not a l t o g e t h e r  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  he 

agreed t o  cerve  i n  t he  Cabinet  a t  t he  request  o f  N.Sanjeeva 

Reddy, the  Chie f  P l i n i s te r  of Andhra Pradesh. and he 
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shouldered a  very  heavy r.espon.;ibi l i tv. 

The Cabinet  was r e s h u f f l e d  on March 31s t  1958 and Kala 

Venkrcta Rao becamr. Revenue M i n i s t e r .  He was a l l o t t e d  

Revenue. land re forms and exc ise .  He he ld  t h i s  p o r t f o l i o  

t i l l  h i s  death on t he  28th.  1959. He he ld  the  p o r t f o l i a s  
a0 

entru!;ted t o  him e f f i c i e n t l y .  He had made deep study o f  

co--opc!rat.ive farming methods adopted by China and systems o f  

land ho ld inqs  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t he  wor ld  w i t h  a  view t a  

acc:elerate t h e  progress n f  land reforms i n  t he  S ta te .  He 

w i l l  always be reuarded as one of  t h e  p ioneers  i n  t he  sphere 
8 1. 

o f  land reforms i n  South I n d i a .  

FJ.Sanjeeva Reddy , the  Ct1ie.f M i n i s t e r  o f  Clndhra Pradesh 

w h i l e  paying t r i b u t e s  t o  l a t e  Kala Venk.,ata Rao i n  t he  

l e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly on March 2 8 t h  1959 mentioned Kala 

Venkata Rao as ' h i s  f r i e n d ,  ph i losopher  and g u i d e ' .  He s a i d  

t h a t  he had the  proud p r i v i l e g e  o f  having been assoc ia ted 

w i t h  t h a t  colossus f o r  more than two decades and used t o  

marvel a t  t he  keenness o f  h i s  i n t e l l e c t .  the  b r i l l i a n c e  o f  

h i s  a n a l y t i c a l  argumen t s  and cogency i.n h i s  thought  provok ing 

r e p l i e s .  He i n t roduced  t h e  scheme of  Zamindari. a b o l i t i o n  i n  

the  Madras S ta te .  Each one o f  t he  C i r c u l a r s  which used t o  



emanate from h i s  hands as t h e  Conqress General Secretary  was 

the  outcome o f  t h e  d e t a i l e d  and comparat ive study o f  t he  

sub jec t .  Indeed, some o f  them had been the  s u b j e c t  o f  

d i scuss ion  even i n  t he  Par l iament  o f  England. Sanjeeva Reddy 

l i k e n e d  k l a  Venkata Rao t o  a  l o d e s t a r  and s a i d  t h a t  he had 

the  r a r e  q u a l i t y  o f  complet ing any arduous task e n t r u s t e d  t o  

him w i t h  ease and grace,  what o t h e r s  should l e a r n  from h i s  

l i f e  was the  d i s c i p l i n e d  way i n  which he c o n t r o l l e d  t he  
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a c t i v i t i e s  i n  h i s  l i f e .  

H I S  ROLE I N  THE FORMTION OF AN- 

The p a r t  p layed by Kala Venkata Rao i s  no l e s s  ! s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n  t he  fo rmat ion  o f  Andhra S t a t e  i n  October. 1953. He j o i ned  

hands w i t h  G.Kaleswara Kao and T.Prakasam pan tu lu  who t r i e d  

f o r  t he  fo rmat ion  o f  Andhra S ta te .  These leaders  were 

convinced t h a t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  Gndhras cannot be p ro tec ted  

except  i n  a  separate  S ta te .  

Whi1.e p r e s i d i n g  over  t he  U J i ,  (Teluqu New Year) f u n c t i o n  

organized by t he  Gndhra Assoc ia t ion  o f  S e c r e t a r i a t  he ld  a t  

F o r t  St .Jorge Jus t h e a t r e  on G p r i l  11th.  1948 a t  Madras, Kala 

Venkata Rao. Revenue M i n i s t e r  of Madras S t a t e  hoped t h a t  t he  

ne::t U d  f u n c t  

was speaking on 

Andhra!~ working 

i n  t he  Secre ta r  

on would be he ld  i n  Andhra S ta te .  W h i l e .  he 

the  occasion,  he gave the  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  

n  S e c r e t a r i a t .  O u t  o f  800 employee. working 

a t ,  on l y  170 employees were Gndhras. That 

was on l y  26 percen t  o f  t he  t o t a l  posts .  According t o  t he  

popu la t i on ,  Ondhras should g e t  a t  l e a s t  40 percent  of t h e  



t o t a l  posts .  He supported t h e  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  of S t a t e s  on 
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1 l . n q u i n t i c  l i n n s .  H i s  endnavourm t.owardn t h e  . format ion o f  

a  l i n g u i s t i c  S t a t e  o f  Andhra a re  n o t  t o  be censured as they 

were i n  con fo rmi ty  w i t h  t h e  genera l  t r end  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  
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reg iona l i sm p r e v a l e n t  i n  I n d i a  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

The A l l  I n d i a  Congress Committee appointed a  t h r e e  man 

committee c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Pa t tabh i ,  Pate1 and Nehru t o  r e p o r t  

on t h e  necess i t y  o f  t h e  fo rmat ion  o f  Andhra S ta te .  K a l r  

Venkata Rao helped t h e  members o f  t h e  Committee t o  prepare 

t h e  r e p o r t  which was known as J.V.P Report .  J.V.P Report  

suggested t h a t  Andhras should  g i v e  up t h e i r  c la ims  t o  Madras 

if the Andhr-a p rov ince  were t o  be formed. To examine t h i s  

r e p o r t  a  p a r t i t i o n  committee was appointed.  Kala Venkata Rao 
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and T. Prakasam were on t h e  Committee. I t  i s  q u i t e  

u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  two Andhra Leaders, Kala Venkata Rao and 

T.  Prakasam d i d  n o t  have i d e n t i c a l  views even on v i t a l  i ssues  

concerning t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  Andhras i n  composite Madras 

S ta te .  They used t o  e x h i b i t  t h e i r  pet t iminded group p o l i t i c s  

on every i ssue  and thereby harmed t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  

people  u n w i t t i n g l y .  

Consequently on March 31st .  1949 i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  . f o r  

l eade rsh ip  o f  Congress L e g i s l a t u r e  Pa r t y ,  Kumaraswamy Raja 

w i t h  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  P a t t a b h i  group defeated 

Dr.P. Subbarayan who had the  back ing o f  the  Prakasam group. 

N e g o t i a t i o n s  over  t h e  number o f  p laces  i n  t h e  f i r s t  Andhra 

M i n i s t r y  t o  be g iven  t o  Prakasam g r o u p . f a i l e d .  The Andhra 



p r o v i n c i a l  Congress Committee demanded a j u d i c i a l  i n q u i r y  

i n t o  the  charges aga ins t  the  Madras M i n i s t e r s  such as Kala 

Venkata Rao, R.Gopala Reddy and o t h e r s  o f  F a t t a b h i  qruop. To 

compl icate  t h e  i ssue  f u r t h e r .  t h e  Tamilnadu Congress looked 

a t  t h e  ques t ion  as a Tamil versus - Telugu issue.  and wanted 

a probe i n t o  a l l  t h e  charges aga ins t  a l l  the  Madras M i n i s t e r s  
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s ince  1946. F o r t y  of t h e  seventy Gndhra l e g i s l a t o r s  s a i d  

t o  belong t o  the  P a t t a b h i  group and suppor te rs  o f  Kala 

Venkata Aao requested Nehru and Pate1 t o  form t h e  Andhra 

S t a t e  by January 26.1950 and p lans  were then f i n a l i s e d  as t o  

who should  be i n  the  new Cabinet: Kala Venkata Rao should be 

t h e  f i r s t  Chie f  M i n i s t e r  o f  Gndhra and S.F.Mukergee was 

thought  o f  as the  Governor. T.Frakasam Fan tu lu  submi t ted h i s  

d i s s e n t i n g  no te  t o  the  P a r t i t i o n  Committee r e p o r t  a t  t h i s  

j u n c t u r e  ou t  o f  f e a r  t h a t  i f  t h e  new prov ince  was formed 

then, h i s  group would l o s e  i t s  h o l d  on bo th  the  m i n i s t e r i a l  

and the  o r g a n i a a t i o n a l  wings i n  Andhra. So the  whole i s s u e  

came t o  be bogged i n  t h a t  dilemma o f  t h e  Andhra, whether 

t o  have t h e  p rov ince  w i thou t  Madras o r  t o  w a i t  a more 

.f avourable  oppo r tun i t y  i n  f u t u r e .  When t h e  Oovernment 

shelved the  issue,  Prakasam complained t o  Pate1 t h a t  P a t t a b h i  

and ., k a l a  Venkata Rao, the  P res iden t  and Secretary  o f  , the  

Congress r e s p e c t i v e l y  were i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  t h e  b d h r a  
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p r o v i n c i a l  Congress Committee a f f a i r s .  Had T . Prakasam 

accepted the  r e p o r t  o f  the  p a r t i t i o n  comit tee,  Kala  Venkata 

Rao would have become the  f i r s t  Chief  M i n i s t e r  o f  Andhra 
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Sta te .  



Kala Venkata Rao mentioned about t h e  Andhra p rov ince  i n  

fix. Madras l e a i s l a t i v e  Assembly on March 3 r d  1950 w h i l e  

pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  t h e  General d i scuss ion  on the  Budget f o r  t h e  

year 1950-51. He s a i d  t h a t  he had i n t e r e s t  i n  Andhra 

p rov ince  pe rsona l l y  and a l s o  as an Andhra. He reg re ted  t h a t  

i t  was very  u n f o r t u n a t e  due t o  c i rcumstances beyond t h e i r  

c o n t r o l  they had n o t  been ab le  t o  achieve t h a t  on January 26, 

1950. and added t h a t  i t  pained them r e a l l y ,  and pe rsona l l y  

speal:.ing he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t he re  was any j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  postponement o f  the fo rmat ion  o f  t h e  prov ince.  

Sometimes, i t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t  would be a  moth eaten p rov ince  

t h a t  i t  was be ing evolved.  Pu t  he f e l t  t h a t  i f  they wanted 

t o  c r e a t e  a  pr-ovince accord ing t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  imposed on 

them by t h e  Government of I n d i a  and t h e  Working Committee, i t  

was beyond t h e  capac i t y  o f  anyone b i g  o r  sma l l  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  

be inq  t h a t  p rov ince  except  by compromise. He adv ised t h a t  

they must be reasonable and s i t  round a t a b l e  and come t o  

some conc lus ion.  The problem was n o t  i n s o l u b l e  i f  they 

con t i nue  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  Wi th  t h e  good -w i l l  t h a t  was 

p r e v a i l i n q  between them. ~t would be p o s s i b l e  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  
*'. 

Compromise formula which t h e  Government o f  I n d i a  dared n o t  

r e j e c t .  He appealed through t h e  members o f  t h e  House t o  t h e  

Treasury benches t o  take  such s teps  as they deem necessary 

t o  push on w i t h  t h e  work o f  c r e a t i n g  a  separate  p rov ince  and 

s a t i s f y  t h e  Government o f  I n d i a  about t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  imposed 

f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  prov ince.  He s a i d  t h a t  he was 



c e r t a i n  t h a t  every  member o f  t h a t  House would s tand  beh ind  

t h e  Government i n  o r d e r  t o  ach ieve  t h e  o b j e c t  which was dear 
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t o  one and a l l  o f  them. 

The advent  o f  t h e  Andhra S t a t e  and t h e  l a t e r  f o r m a t i o n  of 

a number o f  new S t a t e s  based more o r  l e s s  on l i n g u i s t i c  

a f f i n i t y  would n o t  have become p o s s i b l e  b u t  f o r  t h e  t e r r i f i c  

hear t  r end ing  and supreme s a c r i f i c e  made by t h a t  nob le  

Andhra. P o t t i  Sreeramulu who f a s t e d  u n t o  d e a t h  i n  1952 on the 

i s s u e .  Sreeramulu 's  dea th  and i t s  immediate sequel  compel led 

t h e  C e n t r a l  Cab ine t  i n t o  has ten inq  t o  d e c l a r e  i t s  read iness  

t o  form t h e  Andhra S t a t e  and t o  a p p o i n t  a  Committee t o  s tudy  

t h e  whole q u e s t i o n  o f  r e o r q a n i x a t i o n  o f  S ta tes .  C l t  l a s t  t h e  
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nndhra S t a t e  was formed on October 1 s t  1953. 

t a l a  Venkata Rao was p o p u l a r l y  c a l l e d  by t h e  t i t l e  o f  

'Chanakya' i n  Andhra p o l i t i c s .  When t h e  Hindu Correspondent 

a t  b:'akinada t o l d  h i m  about  i t  many yea rs  ago, Ka la  Venkata 

Nao r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  news t o  hi,m. He s a i d  t h a t  many 

f r i e n d s  used t o  c a l l  him t o  h i s  f a c e  by t h e  t i t l e  o f  

Chanakya. B u t  t h a t  he h i m s e l f  d i d  n o t  f e e l  any e x u l t a t i o n  o r  
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shyness when s t y l e d  "Andhra Chanakya". 

Ka la  Venkata Fiao was a  person who knew h i s  j o b  and how t o  

do i t .  He was p r o f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  schemes, 

i n t r i q u e s  and man ipu la t i ons .  So much so he was k n o w n  ma 
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&para, Chanaky a. R .  Gopal Reddy, Kala  Venkata Rao, K .  



Chandramouli. M. Pa l l amra ju  and o t h e r s  who belonged t o  
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P a t t a b h i  group d i d  n o t  f i n d  be r ths  inLMadras M i n i s t r y  headed 

by T. Prakasam i n  1946. R. Gopala Heddy, an impor tan t  

Congress leader o f  findhra who asp i red  f o r  t h e  Chief  

M i n i s t e r s h i p  t r i e d  h i s  bes t  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  Kala Venkata Rao 

t o  d i s l odpe  Prakasam from the  S t a t e  leadersh ip .  F i n a l l y  they 

had succeeded i n  removing Prakasam by sponsor ing no- 

conf idence mot ion aga ins t  h i s  M i n i s t r y .  The schemes and 

man ipu la t i ons  o f  Kala Venkata Hao helped P a t t a b h i  group t o  

dethrone t h e  F'rakasam M i n i s t r y .  Whi le c r i t i c i s i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  

o f  Kala Venkata Rao, Kr ishna P a t r i k a  descr ibed i t  as Vrudda 

Simham J o o h  Laqina Kala (Ka la  has shaken t h e  mane o f  t h e  o l d  

l i on )? 'Tha t  o l d  l i o n  was no  o t h e r  than Prakasam. F'rakasam was 

known as f hdh ra  Kesar i .Kesar i  i s  a T e l u g u  word which means 

l i o n .  

A f t e r  h i s  removal, T.Prrk.asam w h i l e  speaking i n  t h e  

Madras l e g i s l a t i v e  flssembly s t a t e d  t h a t  as he d i d  n o t  

accommodate an e v i l  gen ius i n  h i s  m i n i s t r y .  he had t o  lose  

h i s  Ch ie f  M i n i s t e r s h i p .  That e v i l  gen ius was no o t h e r  than 

Kala  Venkata Rao. Had T.Prakasam induc ted  Ka la  Venkata Rao i n  

h i s  M i n i s t r y  i n  the  beginning,  he would have been a 
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success fu l  Chief  M i n i s t e r  i n  Madras S ta te .  

The machinat ions o f  Kala Venkata Rao were amply rewarded ' 

by Dr. P a t t a b h i  Sitaramayya, t h e  P res iden t  o f  t h e  011 I n d i a  

Congress Committee by appo in t i ng  him t h e  General Secretary  of 

Congress i n  January, 1949. N.G.Ranga, the  Kisan leader  i n  



the  Cnnoress a l l e g e d  t h a t  ga la  Venkata Rao qave u p  the  

power fu l  Revenue M i n i s t e r s h i p  i n  t he  hope o f  d i s l o d g i n g  them 

from t.he A . P . C . C  l eadersh ip  throuah h i %  i n f l u e n c e  and 

machinat ions as the  General Secretary  o f  A I C C .  He complained 

t h a t  Dr .Pat tabhi  and Kala Venkata Rao who had been opposing 

him and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  evers ince  1931, cont inued t h e i r  
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nerve-rack ing g u e r i l l a  p o l i t i c a l  warfare aga ins t  them. 

E l e c t i o n s  f o r  Andhra Congress Committee were he ld  i n  f i p r i l ,  

1951. N.G. Ranga who had a l ready been the  P res iden t  of 

Fradesh Congress contested again and was opposed by Neelam 

Sanjeeva Reddy . Kala Venkata Rao cou ld  t a c t f u l l y  b r i n q  

D i s t r i c t  Congress Committee toge ther  i n  West Godavari 

D i s t r i c t .  Kala Venkata Rao and o t h e r s  made promises to  

people u r~sc rupu lous l y .  Ka la  Venkata Hao s t a t e d  t h a t  he 

r e c r u i t e d  a l a k h  of  people as members o f  congress p a r t y  and 

r e m i t t e d  t o  t he  p a r t y  account a  membership f e e  of f o u r  annas 

each from the  amount he c o l l e c t e d  from the  business 

o rgan iga t ions .  The cu lm ina t i ng  achievement o f  Kala was t h a t  

23 e l e c t e d  members from Guntur who would have supported Ranga 

group could  n o t  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  owing t o  the  

i n j u n c t i o n  o rde rs  ob ta ined  by h i s  f r i e n d s  f rom the  Courts.  

Ranga who was hopefu l  t o  win w i t h  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  7 votes,  had 

met de fea t  w i t h  a  margin of 4 votes.  Thus,Kala's game had 

won the  day. Kandula Obul Reddy of  Hanga's group could  n o t  
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match h imse l f  t o  t h e  machinat ions o f  Kala  Venkata Rao. 

H i s  schemes and man ipu la t ions  were w e l l  known t o  t he  

people o f  Andhra again i n  t he  n e x t  Pres iden tba l  e l e c t i o n s .  



Soon a f t e r  P.Gopalar-eddy became t h e  Chie f  M i n i s t e r  i n  1955, 

t he  P res iden t  o f  Andhra Congress was t o  be e lec ted .  A l l u r i  

Satyanarayana Ra ju  was the  candidate  from Snnjceva Heddy's 

group and Ranga was t h e  opponent. Ranga was away t o u r i n g  

abroad. I n s p i t e  o f  G.Lachanna's and K.Obu1 Reddy'a best  

e f f o r t s ,  Ranqa l o s t  t he  e l e c t i o n  as R.Gopala Heddy cou ld  n o t  

a s s e r t i v e l y  he lp  him. Kala Venkata Rao, K-Prahmananda Reddy 

and K .  Chandramouli d i d  see Ranga's d e f e a t  w i t h  bes t  o f  t h e i r  

maneuvers. SanJeeva Reddy and Gopala Reddy stayed back from 
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v o t i n g .  The whole s t r a t e g y  was from Kala Venkata Rao. 

The p a r t  p layed by Kala Venkata Rao i n  t he  e l e c t i o n s  o f  

West Godavari  d i s t r i c t  was un fo rge t tab le .  There was a keen 

con tes t  between Radet i  Venkata Ramayya o f  J u s t i c e  p a r t y  and 

Dandu Narayana Ra ju  o f  Congress. Kala Venkata Hao camped i n  

West Godavari d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h r e e  months and by h i s  schemes 

and man ipu la t ions  g o t  t he  Congress candidate  Dandu Narayana 
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Raju e lec ted .  He came t o  be known as Chanakya. 

HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE DMLOPt€NT OF K C U W S B W  

The c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  Kala Venkata Rao t o  t he  development o f  

Konaseema i s  remarkable. He t r i e d  f o r  a l l  round development 

o f  Konaseema. He promoted p o l i t i c a l  consciousness among the  

people o f  Konaseema. I t  was because o f  Kala Venkata Rao, 

Konaseema occupies very impor tan t  p l a c e  i n  t he  p o l i t i c a l  

h i s t o r y  o f  Andhra Pradesh. Amalapuram which i s  t he  cen t re  o f  

Konaseema used t o  be compared t o  C::umbaknnam i n  t he  ma t te r  o f  
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Mach iave l l i an  p o l i t i c s  i n  those days. Kala Venknta Rao 

s t rode  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  scene l i k e  a colossus and enr iched  the  
100 

l i f e  o f  the  people throuqh h i s  many s ided  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

A f t e r  the format ion o f  R a j a j i  M i n i s t r y  i n  Madras i n  1937, 

Kala Venkata Rao v i s i t e d  severa l  p laces  of Eonaseema a long 

w i t h  M i n i s t e r s  and brought t o  t h e i r  n o t i c e  the  gr ievances o f  

t h e  people. The K a j a j i  government announced moratorium on 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  loans. That a c t i o n  reduced the  gr ievances o f  

t h e  people o f  t h i s  area. Again i n  1959, the  cyc lone damaged 

the  crops i n  Konaseema. The Government granted some 

remiss ion  o f  land revenue. I n  bo th  the cases, Kala Venkata 

Rao was resons ib le  f o r  a l l  the  h e l p  they rece i ved  from t h e  
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Government . 

l'.ala Venkata Rao would be remembered fo r  ever by t h e  

people o f  Konaseema f o r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the  improvement 

of Communication system. Konaseema had remained water locked 

and unconnected w i t h  mainland f o r  a long time. Two 

impor tan t  b r idges ,  one a t  Alamur and another a t  Siddhantam 

which were opened i n  1967 connected Konaseema w i t h  the  r o o t  

o f  the  d i s t r i c t .  Kala Venkata Rao was respons ib le  f o r  the  
102 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  these impro tan t  b r idges .  

H i s  s e r v i c e  t o  the  people o f  f l o o d  a f f ec ted  areas o f  

Konaseema i n  1955 i s  u n f o r g e t t a b l e .  N inety  f i v e  v i l l a g e s  o f  

Ama1sp1.1r-am e r s t w h i l e  tal1.1k were nubmerqed i n  Godavari  f l o o d  

waters.  Two l akh  f i f t e e n  thousand acres o f  land  was 

inundated and crops were damaged.. When he was a t  



~ ~ I : ~ I ; . I ~ A I I I ,  111- I.:~IIII' tt)  ~IIC:IW I '  FInod l n v r l  warn 

r a i s i n q  a t  Dowlaiswararn a n i c u t  and f l o o d  water had entered 

Konaseema. Kala Venkata Rao rushed t o  Konaseema by c ross ing  

Godavari a t  K o t i p a l l i  by boat a t  the  r i s k  o f  h i s  l i f e  on the 

midn igh t  of August 15 th  1953. He g o t  some amount g ran ted  by 

Konaseema Cen t ra l  Hank, Amalapuram f o r  f l o o d  v i c t i m s  and 

v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  a f f e c t e d  areas and food packets were 

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  the  v i c t i m s .  He extended a l l  t he  h e l p  needed 
103 

d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  a l though he was n o t  i n  power 

He had s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Co-operat ive Movement. He was 

honorary Secretary and Pres iden t ,  Sree L:onaseema Co-operat ive 

Cen t ra l  Bank L td . ,  Amalapuram f o r  a  long  t ime. He a l s o  he ld  

impor tan t  posts  l i k e  D i r e c t o r ,  Madras P r o v i n c i a l  

Co-Operative Union; Andhra Sahakara Sammelan; Member, Madras 

Committee on Co-Operation 1938-40; Pres iden t ,  Madras 

Co-Operative Bank Ltd. ,  and member o f  i t s  execu t i ve .  By 

u s i n q  h i s  good o f f i c e s ,  he developed Konaseema Co-Operative 

C e n t r a l  Rank and long term and shor t - te rm loans were granted 
104 

l i b e r a l l y  t o  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s .  

He made e f f o r t s  f o r  t he  c a n s t r u c t i o n  o f  many p r o j e c t s ,  

canals.  l ocks  and d r a i n s  i n  t h e  konaseema Region. He worked 

f o r  t he  h i g h  l e v e l  channel p r o j e c t s  a t  Peravaram and 

Rajawaram, i r r i g a t i o n  schemes a t  Sankaraguptam, Antarvedi ,  

Gangalkurru. Tadikanda. Komaragiripatnam. c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t i d a l  locks  o f  t h e  Amalapuram and the  Mukteswaram canals,  



l o r r i gadda  o u t  .flow s l u i c e ,  the  paravaram bund and bund trom 

Yenuqupal l i  t o  Vakalaqaruvu, and the drainage schemes f o r  the 

improvement of t h e  F'arichvati d r a i n .  lower Gour ika d ra in ,  

E~~navaram d ra in ,  d r a i n  above L o l l a  lock,  t he  Ramemwaram 
105 

d r a i n ,  e t c . .  

The extens ion o f  Antarvedi  Channel, Sakh ine t i pa l  li 

channel, P i l l a v a r i  Channel, Munganda Potayalanka channel, 

Mat tapar ru  Channel. t he  d r a i n  o f  Fiazole e tc . ,  and o t h e r  works 

l i k e  Kada l i ,  li:unavaram, Tat ipaka, Manapal l i ,  Razole, 

Sivakodu, Goganamatam, Magatapa l l i ,  M u l l i k i p a l l i .  Ponnamanda, 

H o r i .  S a k . i n e t i p a l l i ,  Gudimola Kandrika, Antharvedipalem, 

Rntharvedi  Uppalaguptam, Yakkalanka, Vadapalem. were some of 

h i s  achievements. Ttius,he was respons ib le  f o r  b r i n q i n g  about 
106 

5200 acres of land under c u l t i v a t i o n .  

He was one of the  s t a l w a r t s  i n  t he  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d  of 

Ondhra Pradesh. He i s  an u n f o r g e t t a b l e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  

p e r s o n a l i t y .  Rs a  man, h i s  i n t e g r i t y  was excep t i ona l .  He 

was i n c o r r u p t i b l e  and h i s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  was impeccable. A s  a  

p o l i t i c i a n  he was a  model f o r  a l l  s t a t e s  t o  f a l l o w .  
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