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The Sporting Life

“Murray In The Morning” listeners can expect to hear
anything from big name celebrity interviews with the likes
of Donald Trump; ongoing bits such as “Name That Tune”
and “Family Feud”; and in-depth re-caps of a previous night’s
reality-based television show — like Trump’s wildly popular
“The Apprentice.”

While these are all solid morning-show elements, they’re
not exactly earth shattering – especially for a show that’s
heard on approximately 125 stations.

What does make this noteworthy, however, is “Murray In
The Morning” airs on The Sporting News Radio Network.

It’s a show with little emphasis on sports and has been that
way since debuting in August 2002.

Something For Everybody
Judging from emails he receives, Bruce Murray estimates
that his wakeup show has a 70%/30% male/female split.
“The show is designed that, if a husband and wife are driving
to work in the morning, both can listen,” he opines. “If people
are talking diehard sports, [a woman will probably] want to
listen to something else.”

But Murray breaks down whatever’s going on in the news
and offers something for both sexes. “When you’re working
morning hours, you have to be in a good mood,” he remarks.
“If we’re laughing, hopefully, our listeners are also laughing.
But if nothing else, we’re going to entertain ourselves. I
know I’m going to have a good time when I go to work.”

You Have To Be … You
Approximately nine of every 10 “Murray In The Morning”
guests are non-sports related.

Structuring the show this way is something that the 15-year
sports talk host – who once did mornings at all-Sports
WTEM-AM/Washington, DC — purposefully did.

Used primarily as producer of the overnight show, Murray

also did weekend updates in his first professional job at
Infinity Sports WFAN-AM/New York. “WFAN realized [all-
Sports] wasn’t the right formula for what guys want in the
morning,” he notes. “Sometimes, it gets way too hardcore
at 6:30am. I thought we should do a show about what guys
are talking about. If it’s sports – fine; if it’s women – fine; if
it’s television – fine. It will either succeed or fail, but it’s
what I want to do. I hate to steal a page from Howard Stern
– but you have to be yourself.”

Sports To The Donald
Sporting News Radio was onboard with the idea, so along
with network officials, Murray sat down and mapped out the
show. “We decided that it would be good with a female,
another guy and me,” he recalls. “When we first got started,
we were feeling our way through and wanted to know how
much sports to include.”

It took a few months for Murray to believe that whatever he
and cast mates T.J. Shanoff and Tanyette Colon were feeling
is what they should be discussing on the air. “If there’s not
a lot of sports one day, we talk about Donald Trump and
‘The Apprentice.’”

The likeable billionaire with the wacky hairdo was on “Murray
In The Morning” recently and turned in his usual stellar
performance. “You get the idea that he definitely has an ego
and is very sure of himself,” Murray comments. “He was
very open and honest about doing [‘The Apprentice’]. He
didn’t realize that it would be the kind of commitment that it
turned out to be, but he likes doing it. People might hate
him, but he comes across very well. He’s a tough guy who
doesn’t beat around the bush. When he says, ‘you’re fired,’
you’re fired; I like that.”

Big Name Guests
When a sports guest is featured, it’s usually a very big
name. “Sitting down and talking for 15 minutes with [hockey’s]
Wayne Gretzky is as good as it gets,” Murray states.

Several months ago, sexy Carmen Electra came into the
studio. “The conversation with her is a little different, but
sitting six feet away from one of the most beautiful women
in the world isn’t bad, either. Maury Povich and Jerry Springer
were on with us and I loved them. I like anyone who comes
to us with a personality.”

The Most Unforgettable Big Brother

by Mike Kinosian, Air Personality Editor
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Listener calls aren’t generally taken, but Murray gets a lot
of email feedback. “We get great response from the oddest
people,” Murray says delicately. “We had on Dr. Will Kirby
from ‘Big Brother.’ He’s a complete character and spent 20
minutes [explaining] what exercises men can do to enlarge
our members. Trust me — we got a ton of emails on that
guy. We obviously get a lot of feedback when we have
beautiful women in the studio, but the same happens when
we have guys who give interesting conversation.”

One recent example was Atlanta Braves closer John Smoltz.
As Murray asserts, “He’s as classy a guy as I’ve come
across in this business. He’s open and honest and says
things that aren’t in the cookie cutter mold. When you ask
him if he likes [his role as a closer], he’ll flat-out tell you
‘no.’ He says the Braves like him as a closer, but he feels
like he’s being wasted. I don’t know if he knows what they’re
going to do with him when spring training rolls around.”

Production Background
Tulane University was the site of Murray’s first on-air radio
job. “I got involved with the [campus] radio station there
and fell in love with it,” he recounts. “Anyone who gets behind
the microphone catches the bug. I knew I wanted to be in
radio when I left college, but wasn’t sure if I wanted to be
on the air or in production.”

Thankful that he spent time producing, Murray has a better
understanding for what his producer does and some of the
difficulties he faces. “You take for granted how hard some
of those guys work. I guess one of the great thrills about
being on the air is the return you get. If you think you have
something to say, it’s not a bad medium to be in, which is
why I enjoy it.”

In addition to being a radio producer, Murray previously was
a line producer at the now defunct Mizlou Sports News
Network. “It was the first 24-hour [television] sports news
network,” he notes. “Sports News Network was phenomenal
because it was almost like a college situation. People came
from all over the country and none of us had housing. They
rented a place for us and we worked around the clock. There
were a couple of guys who came out of there who went on
to do some great things. We only lasted nine months, but
had a great group of people. Many of us still keep in touch;
it was a nice, tight-knit group.”

Team Player
After Mizlou folded, Murray landed a job at Bristol, CT-based
ESPN Radio. “That was fine, but for a single guy who was 29
years old, Bristol wasn’t exactly the [home for] single women.
If an opportunity came along, I was going to take it.”

One of Murray’s co-workers at WFAN became WTEM’s
Assistant PD and thought Murray would be perfect for an
overnight on-air job there. “I lived in Washington before and
loved the city, so I jumped at that opportunity. I did overnights
for about four months and was asked to do mornings. That
was a learning experience, to say the least.”

Learning Experience
Admitting he wasn’t ready for that job, Murray says,
“Everyone was relatively new in their positions and thought
they knew what was right. On a Monday morning, we’d come
in and say that the Redskins were terrible on Sunday. But
[management] told us that we had to pretend that we hurt
when the team lost. I followed the rules, but it wasn’t me.
Many times, it felt phony and forced. In addition, I was young
and single and the hours were difficult. I’m married now and
don’t mind going to bed early.”

With two young kids in the house, Murray doesn’t usually
enjoy the luxury of taking a nap during the day. “I try to go
to bed by 9-9:30pm; TiVo has been a big part of my life.”

His day generally starts an hour before he goes on the air;
the show is on from 5-9am. “We’re usually in the office until
1pm, doing research about future guests,” he explains.
“Preparation for me is watching television at night.”

But he doesn’t force himself to watch anything. “If I’m
interested in something, that’s what we’re going to talk about.
If it fails, it’s because people aren’t interested in what I’m
interested in.”

Get To Know Us
While Murray knew the starting lineups for this year’s Super
Bowl participants — the Patriots and Panthers – he readily
admits that he can’t recite squads for obscure college teams.
“I watch what I know is necessary,” he points out. “I definitely
don’t feel the need to sit down and [look at] a San Antonio
Spurs-Indiana Pacers game. We don’t take a lot of phone
calls, so no one is going to call and ask if I watched the
game. But if I did happen to watch it, I’ll talk about it. I’m
still a sports fan and I’ll read about it, but I don’t feel
compelled to watch Sunday Night Hockey on ESPN.”

Clearly not a stats-obsessed sports geek, Murray jokes,
“That’s the guy just out of college who’s sitting on the couch,
eating a bag of potato chips. People have to get to know us.
Our show is more about us than content. Much of what we
talk about is ourselves. It’s a little idiosyncrasy, but I don’t
like using public restrooms. We’re not scared to let people
know our personal traits, likes and dislikes. If people like
us, they’re going to like the show. We talk about personal
life experiences.”

Avoiding The Call-In Trap
Those discussions will work, Murray maintains, if they’re
natural. “You just can’t do things like come in on a
Wednesday morning in March and have to find a way to
discuss the Seattle-Philadelphia NBA game. I didn’t want
to get caught in the call-in radio trap where you’re driven by
issues that need to be attacked, so people can pick up the
phone and dial you. I want to be able to have fun. With a
number of other people on the show, we can have
conversations, without worrying if we’re generating enough
phone calls. It may not be a subject that people [will call
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about], but it’s still entertaining to them. Morning radio is a
completely different animal.”

There are frequent on-air arguments; Tanyette gladly offers
the female perspective.

Meeks Shuns Mild
In the case of NBC-TV reality series “Average Joe: Hawaii,”
for example, Murray maintains a great looking woman will
never go out with an average looking guy.

That theory was supported this past Monday when former
Miss USA-Missouri Larissa Meeks did, indeed, select hunky
Brian over underdog favorite, Beantown’s Brian Worth.
“That’s exactly what happens in real life,” asserts Murray.
“[Tanya] gets passionate about football, but we talk about
so many other things. I can say that Donald Trump is a cool
guy, but she’ll tell me if women are really attracted to him.”

Rob, Rudy, Richard Hatch & The Rest
“Survivor” castoffs generally appear on “Murray In The
Morning” each week. What’s seen on the Thursday night
CBS-TV show, they claim, is very creative editing. “I love
watching the show and they’re all great guests,” reports
Murray. “It may not be reality television, but I still love it
because it’s real people. The network may present it the
way they want us to see it, but you don’t know what’s going
to happen in the end. As far as I’m concerned, it’s great to
sit down and try to figure it out.”

Local Versus National
Doing a Sports show on a national network gives Murray
the freedom to cover whoever and whatever’s hot. Local
hosts are usually forced to talk about their local teams and,
as Murray candidly states, “If they’re bad, you’re stuck talking
about really bad teams. At some point, people lose interest.”

The time Murray spent in the nation’s capital consisted of
lean years for the city’s sports franchises. “The [NBA’s]
Bullets, [NHL’s] Capitols and [NFL’s] Redskins weren’t very
good and they don’t have a baseball team. Since we were
stuck doing all-Sports, it was, at times, very difficult. At
the same time, there’s a measure of return that comes from
being involved in a community. You get responses from
people around the country on a national show, but you’re
not associated with any one place. I can’t put my finger on
which one is better.”

Reflective of business today, several Sporting News Radio
air talents do their shows away from the network’s suburban
Chicago studios. “It’s a little different,” Murray says. “But
there’s a great group of guys like James Brown, who works
out of Washington, DC and Tim Brando, who is based in
Louisiana. Our paths don’t cross very much. There’s great
camaraderie among the producers, because they work long
days. But it’s a very different dynamic.”

Sports Saturation
ESPN, FOX and Sporting News are among the major radio
sports networks and Murray doesn’t envision an expansion
of that number. “Several years ago, there was Sports Fan
Radio,” he notes. “But that went by the wayside; there’s also
been some consolidation of other sports networks. I think
one day we might scale back to two [major radio sports
networks].”

Sports radio saturation on the local level, of course, exists
on a market-by-market basis. “There are two all-Sports
stations here in Chicago competing against each other
[Infinity’s WSCR-AM and ABC’s WMVP-AM]. I don’t think
there’s much more room for another. [On the other hand],
there are probably some other cities that do need a bigger
voice in sports. WFAN is such a dominant voice that it’s
hard for even a station like [ESPN’s WEPN] to compete
against them. There’s definitely enough in the big cities; I
can’t comment about the smaller markets.”

All-Sports To “Guy Talk” Evolution
When “Murray In The Morning” first launched, emails
basically came from people who were critical of the de-
emphasized sports content. “People were saying that we’d
be off the air in six months,” Murray notes. “You can’t have
a thin skin and I prepared everyone for those kind of
comments. [Sporting News Radio and predecessor One-
On-One Sports] did nothing but sports for about 10 years
and this was going to be a complete transition. We tried to
make it slow.”

The less than flattering emails are now down to about one a
month. “We talked about football when we first came on [in
August 2002], because – even now - [that sport] drives a
lot of what we do,” Murray explains. “Not long thereafter, we
started to make the transition and became a guy-talk show.
That’s when we did more guy-talk than sports.”

Excellent Direction
Having had success taking the show on the road, Murray
says, “We just went to the Bahamas for the Michael Jordan
Celebrity Invitational. It was a nice mix of what we do –
many sports people and many entertainment people. Our
show really excels when we can sit down and have live
guests. More and more - that’s the direction [in which] we’re
headed.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WHO:    Bruce Murray
WHAT:    “Murray In The Morning”
WHERE:   The Sporting News Radio Network
WHEN:   Monday – Friday, 6 - 9am
HOW MANY AFFILIATES: Approximately 125

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Published by INSIDE RADIO.com, March 4, 2004. Written by Air
Personality Editor, Mike Kinosian. All rights reserved. No alterations to
the content of this story are permitted.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


