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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

MONARCHY NEW ZEALAND CALLS FOR RESIGNATION OF REPUBLICAN CHAIR 

 

Recent research by Monarchy New Zealand has uncovered false information presented by 

the Republican Movement to parliament.  In an August submission to a parliamentary 

select committee, the republican movement stated that “The office [of Governor-General] 

costs the New Zealand taxpayer $7.6 million” and that “the President of Ireland costs Irish 

taxpayers around $6 million”.  Not only are these figures utterly incorrect, the suggestion 

that the Irish Presidency is cheaper than our Governor-General is absolutely false.  A more 

thorough investigation of the figures clearly reveals the opposite to be true.  The Irish 

Presidency, when all costs are considered, is around $6 million a year more expensive than 

our Governor-General, almost twice as costly. 

“Misleading a parliamentary committee is very serious,” said Simon O’Connor, Chair of 

Monarchy New Zealand.  “Members of parliament rely on submissions to help them in 

their work.  If these submissions contain false information, it can have serious implications 

for the legislation being considered, and for the laws of this country.” 

The republican submission arbitrarily inflated the cost of the Governor-General and greatly 

underestimated the cost of the Irish Presidency, which was used as a comparison figure.  

The mistakes were simple ones that could have been avoided if the author had been 

thorough.  The republicans did not even include the Irish President’s salary in their analysis, 

though they did for the Governor-General. 

“I’m not convinced the Republican Movement deliberately sought to mislead a 

parliamentary committee.  I don’t think this is Contempt of Parliament, but it certainly 

does call into question the credibility of their work.”  

Monarchy New Zealand is calling for the Republican Movement to take responsibility for 

its serious error.  A retraction and a correction are warranted.  “I think there should be an 

apology as well.  It should be offered not only to the members of parliament who were 

given this misinformation, but also to Government House, which has had its excellent work 

called into question by these misleading musings.”  O’Connor continued, “I will be 

interested to see who takes responsibility for this.  I don’t see how the Chair can avoid it.  

Matters of opinion are always up for debate, but getting the facts wrong is unacceptable.” 

 

* All figures are in New Zealand Dollars 
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The Facts 

 The Republican Movement’s analysis of costs consisted of blatant inaccuracies and 

omissions.  Perhaps the most obvious, was the failure to include the salary of the 

President of Ireland among the costs of that Office, an omission of about $600,ooo. 

 In their comparisons, the Republican Movement included within the expenses of the 

Governor-General the cost of office staff salaries and expenses (e.g. secretaries), 

household staff salaries (e.g. cleaners), and house upkeep (e.g. gardeners).  For the 

Irish presidential expenses they included only office staff salaries and expenses.  They 

made no mention of household staff or house upkeep.  The salaries of the Irish 

household staff amount to $1.6 million.  The Office of Public Works maintains the 

Presidential Residence.  Estimates for 2010 show an expected cost of about $2.4 

million.  When all costs are accurately factored in, the President of Ireland is actually 

expected to cost Irish taxpayers about $12.8 million this year. 

 Republicans displayed a startling lack of academic rigour and integrity.  In their 

figures, 20% of the cost of advice to the Executive Council, Cabinet, and its 

committees has been arbitrarily attributed to the Governor-General, with no 

supporting evidence.  These bodies are composed of more than 20 Ministers, and 14 

committees.  To assign such a huge component of this cost to the Governor-General is 

verging on farcical.  Clearly, the actual figure is hard to come by, but that does not 

give licence to create a fictional sum and advertise it as serious research. 

 The republican figures also assigned the cost of the New Zealand Honours system to 

the Governor-General.  However, Ireland does not have an honours system.  Unless the 

republicans are suggesting that New Zealand abandon its honours, inclusion of these 

costs is inappropriate. 

 Much is also made of the one-time capital investment to upgrade and preserve 

Government House in Wellington.  This is no more a cost of our constitutional 

monarchy than the substantial capital cost of the Irish presidential residence is a cost 

of a republic.  To include this capital investment in a cost breakdown is to imply that 

Government House would have no value in a republic and shows a disregard for New 

Zealand’s architectural heritage.  It should be noted that it appears no investigation 

was undertaken by republicans to determine how much money has been spent 

upgrading the Irish presidential residence over the past decades. 

 While the Irish Presidency is approximately twice as expensive as our current 

constitutional structure, the costs of republics vary widely. Finland for example, a 

country comparable to New Zealand in size and population is far more expensive than 

our present arrangements.  The presidency there costs taxpayers $28 million annually. 
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