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Founded in 1977, the Founda-
tion’s mission is to create a 
better understanding of water 
resources and foster public 
understanding and resolution of 
water resource issues through 
facilitation, education and out-
reach. The Foundation reaches a 
broad audience including policy-
makers and leading agricultural, 
 environmental and urban stake-
holders; journalists; and school 
children – and their families –  
in grades K-14. 

Leading the effort to provide impartial education is a 30-member voluntary 
Board of Directors. Members come from the business, agricultural, municipal, 
environmental, education and public interest communities. 

The work of the Foundation’s 11-member staff is supported by federal, state 
and private grants; contributions from consultants, water districts, attorneys, 
 farmers and others interested in the dissemination of unbiased, thorough and 
easy-to-understand information about water; attendance at Foundation-sponsored 
events; and the sale of our materials. The budget for 2009 was $1.8 million.

During 2009, the Foundation’s six issues of Western Water examined topics 
ranging from Delta conveyance to desalination to how to pay for water. Colorado 
River issues related to the water-energy nexus and environmental restoration were 
the focal point of River Report’s two issues. Foundation staff also conducted eight 
water tours and held the 26th annual Executive Briefing. 

In addition to these regular programs, many special projects were undertaken 
in 2009 in which the Foundation: 

• Cosponsored two urban drought management workshops with the 
 Association of California Water Agencies 

• Received a regional Emmy award for the 2008 public television documentary 
Salt of the Earth: Salinity in California’s Central Valley

• Posted an on-line publication about climate change on our web site 
• Conducted one brown bag seminar for California legislators and legislative 

aides
• Served as the California coordinator for the national Project WET (Water 

Education for Teachers) program 
• Created a 10-minute multimedia presentation for use at various Central 

 Valley Flood Management outreach meetings 
• Continued our partnership with the daily water news blog Aquafornia.com
• Published a special publication that examines the elements of the Lower Yuba 

River Accord
• Cosponsored a U.S.-Mexico Binational Drought Science conference with the 

California Department of Water Resources
• Held our seventh biennial, invitation-only Colorado River Symposium
• Began work on a video exploring issues related to the San Joaquin River 

Restoration Program 
• Worked with NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory on a special policymaker 

meeting on climate change 
• Graduated 20 young professionals from the William Gianelli Water Leaders 

Class 
• Created a Facebook page
• Worked with California’s Center for the Book to help public libraries access 

educational materials about water for public outreach

Highlights of 2009

Text:  Robin Richie and 
 Sue McClurg

Photos:  California Department 
of  Water Resources and 
 Foundation staff

Design:  Graphic Communications

Drought, the Sacramento-San Joaquin 

Delta, Colorado River sustainability 

and California legislative actions on 

water were just a few of the  issues 

that comprised the Foundation’s 

 publications, conferences, tours and 

other  programs in 2009.  



Western Water Magazine
In the first issue of 2009, writer Gary Pitzer examined California’s native salmon 
and trout crisis to determine the potential impact on water deliveries and the 
lengths to which combined efforts can help restore these threatened and endan-
gered fish.

“Delta Conveyance: The Debate Continues” was the title of the March/April 
issue in which Gary provided an overview of a long-held debate in California – 
whether to build an isolated water conveyance facility around the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta.

The Russian and Santa Ana rivers were the focus of the May/June issue, “A Tale 
of Two Rivers.” Gary’s article looked at these two very different watersheds and 
explored how each is dealing with issues shared on many other rivers – drought, 
maintaining agriculture, accommodating growth and working to protect and 
 improve the environment.

Gary analyzed the expected role desalination might play as an alternative water 
supply strategy in July/August.

Money was the topic of the following Western Water. In “Dollars and Sense: 
How We Pay for Water,” Gary examined the financing of water infrastructure, at 
the local level and from the statewide perspective, and some of the factors that 
influence how people receive their water, the price they pay for it and how much 
they might have to pay in the future.

Program Director Sue McClurg wrote the November/December issue on 
the  Colorado River. Drawing on quotes and discussions from the Foundation’s 
 Colorado River Symposium, the article explored some of the river’s  major 
 challenges: preparing for climate change, forging U.S.-Mexico water supply 
 solutions and balancing water deliveries with ecosystem restoration. 

Layperson’s Guides
In 2009 Susan Lauer completed an update of the Layperson’s Guide to Flood Manage-
ment to include information on California’s new FloodSAFE effort, ongoing and 
expected levee repairs, and how climate change could affect precipitation and 
runoff patterns. Work began in 2009 on updates of two other guides: the Delta and 
the Central Valley Project. Those updates will be completed in 2010.

The Lower Yuba River Accord: 
From Controversy to Consensus
The Yuba River has played a vital role in California’s history, and how its water 
should be used has been the focus of controversy for almost two decades. A new 
24-page booklet details the conflict between environmentalists, fish organizations 
and the Yuba County Water Agency and how it was resolved through the Lower 
Yuba River Accord. The publication includes background information on the 
river’s history and conflicts over dam operations and protecting endangered fish; 
and discusses the three agreements that comprise the  Accord – fisheries, water 
transfers and conjunctive use.

Other Publications
Also in 2009 the Foundation revised its 12-page California Water Facts brochure. 
Priced to give away – to students, at county fairs, in customer mailings – the book-
let includes eye-catching charts and photos that explain California’s water sources, 
delivery systems, environmental issues and alternative sources of water to meet 
new demands. 

And a virtual publication about problems with salinity in the Central Valley 
was completed and posted on www.Aquafornia.com. Written by Gary Pitzer, the 
article provides valuable background information about the growing threat of 
excess salinity – the impact it has had on food production, drinking water qual-
ity and public health, and what the implications are for the future. The article 
 includes a list of web resources and tips for  helping to reduce salt impacts. Devel-
opment of the publication was funded by the CV SALTS  committee.

Publications
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Top to bottom: Writer/Special Projects 
Coordinator Susan Lauer, far right, 
moderated a stormwater panel featur-
ing, L to R, Eric Berntsen, State Water 
Board; Geoff Brosseau, CSQA; Catherine 
 Kuhlman, North Coast RWQCB; and 
Mark Grey, BIA; Western Water focused 
on key water issues while revised and 
new publications discussed flood manage-
ment and the Yuba River accord; Writer 
Gary Pitzer.



Salt of the Earth Wins Emmy 
In 2009 the Foundation’s public television documentary Salt of the Earth: Salinity 
in California’s Central Valley was honored to receive a regional Emmy® award for 
best writing of a documentary from the National Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences. 

Salt of the Earth, which first aired in 2008 on KVPT, Valley Public  Television, 
in Fresno, explores the problem of salt buildup in the Central Valley and its 
consequences. The documentary is narrated and hosted by comedian Paul 
Rodriguez. Major funding for the 60-minute documentary was provided by 
the Foundation with additional assistance from the California State Water 
Resources Control Board and the California Water Institute. The Foundation 
also served as a technical advisor to independent television producers Karen 
Christian and John C. Davis. 

DVD copies, along with a free viewer’s guide, are available from the 
 Foundation. A 20-minute version also is available. Visit the Foundation’s web 
site, www.watereducation.org, to learn more.

San Joaquin River Restoration
In 2006, after 18 years of litigation, San Joaquin River water users and environ-
mentalists reached an agreement on re-watering a stretch of the river below Friant 
Dam in order to restore the river’s Chinook salmon population. The first restor-
ative flows were released in 2009 – just as the Foundation began work on a new 
25-30 minute video that will explore the history of the river and the current state of 
the San Joaquin River Restoration Program.

Funded with a grant from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific 
Region, the documentary-style video will feature interviews with farmers, 
environmentalists and government officials as they work to implement a long 
list of projects to remove physical barriers in the river and restore its channel, 
habitat and, ultimately, the salmon run. 

The video, to be completed in 2010, will help inform the public, land owners, 
stakeholders in the water community, and other governmental agencies about 
the history and geography of the San Joaquin River, and the history and 
 progress of the Restoration Program, with its dual goals of river restoration 
and water management. 

A Climate of Change 
In February, the Foundation released a new, 25-minute documentary-style DVD 
called A Climate of Change: Water Adaptation Strategies. Developed in partnership 
with the California Department of Water Resources, the DVD provides back-
ground information on climate change and how it is already affecting California. 
The DVD also explains what scientists anticipate in the future related to sea level 
rise and precipitation/runoff changes and explores the efforts that are underway 
to plan and adapt to climate. Copies can be purchased from the Foundation.

Flood Outreach Video
As 2009 drew to a close, the Foundation completed a 10-minute multimedia 
 presentation for use at various Central Valley Flood Management Plan stakeholder 
meetings in 2010. The Foundation utilized previous audio-taped interviews with 
longtime flood experts in the Central Valley from Redding to Bakersfield:  attorney 
George Basye, engineers Dick Schafer and Joe Patten, South Delta farmer Alex 
Hildebrand and water district manager Reggie Hill. These audio recordings were 
combined with photographic images and video interviews to create a looped 
 presentation.

Television and DVDs
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Top to bottom: Foundation Executive 
Director Rita Schmidt Sudman with 
the Emmy awarded to the Salt of the 
Earth documentary; under direction of 
 Foundation staff, independent  television 
producers Karen Christian and John 
 Davis began work in 2009 on a San 
Joaquin River Restoration video; the 
Foundation released a climate change 
DVD; engineer Joe Patten was one of 
four floor experts included in a special 
outreach video.



Top to bottom: In 2009, California Project 
WET (Water Education for Teachers) 
facilitators conducted 46 workshops 
for over 958 educators who teach water 
lessons to more than 149,228 students; 
California Project WET Coordinator 
Brian Brown with Kristin Coon of the 
Stockton Area Water Suppliers (SAWS); 
Brian helped organize two special USGS/
Project WET events that focused on 
wetlands research.

In 2009 California Project WET Coordinator Brian Brown conducted teacher 
workshops, attended conferences and worked with water districts to assist with 
teacher professional development workshops through school education outreach 
programs. 

Project WET 
In spite of the tough economic times, California Project WET (Water Education for 
Teachers) had a successful year thanks in part to the efforts of workshop facilita-
tors around the state. Project WET is sponsored in California by the Foundation, 
aided by grants from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region, and the 
U.S. Geological Survey’s California Water Science Center. The California Depart-
ment of Water Resources (DWR) also purchases WET books for university teacher 
education courses throughout the state. 

WET helps students understand the importance of conserving and protecting 
water resources. Brian, the state coordinator, conducts workshops throughout 
California to train facilitator volunteers. He also creates the quarterly WET Gazette 
newsletter that is emailed to more than 4,000 WET educators and is available on 
the Foundation’s web site. 

In 2009, WET facilitators conducted 46 workshops for over 958 educators who 
teach water lessons to more than 149,228 students. In special Facilitator’s Trainings 
in Chino Hills, Pomona and Folsom, Brian trained more than 50 new facilitators. 
Workshops were held in many cities around the state including Santa Clara, Santa 
Ana, Turlock, Chico, Sacramento, Rancho Cucamonga and Watsonville. As usual, 
the focus remained on getting Project WET into the hands of new educators. Nine-
teen workshops were given by university professors who work with pre-service 
teachers to include environmental and water education in their science methods 
classes. DWR provided free WET Guides to university students who participated 
in these workshops as part of their course work. Over 350 new classroom teach-
ers met their first students this year with Project WET water lessons. Brian also 
trained 11 new professors to include WET in their curricula. 

Other major WET activities in 2009 included a significant role in evaluat-
ing new Project WET activities for an updated Project WET guide, a conference 
to introduce Professors of Secondary Teacher Education Preparation courses to 
Project WET at CalPoly Pomona, a two-day Wetlands Institute for Teachers in Los 
Banos and participation in statewide education conferences where Brian and the 
 California Project WET Facilitator network reached out to over 7,000 educators. 

Science Workshops 
In addition to regular workshops, Brian helped coordinate two content-specific 
Project WET workshops with USGS in 2009. In partnership with the Project WILD 
and the Grasslands Education Center, the first workshop highlighted the role of 
science in studying and managing California wetlands – including the Delta and 
the wetlands surrounding San Francisco Bay – and  issues impacting these envi-
ronments.

The second event highlighted USGS subsidence and carbon sequestration stud-
ies in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.  This presentation was a component of a 
full day learning tour of the Delta for public information and education outreach 
staff from water agencies throughout California.

Related Activities 
Brian continues to serve on statewide committees including DWR’s Education 
Advisory Committee, the Ag in the Classroom Resource Committee, Forestry 
Institute for Teachers Steering Committee, and Project Learning Tree & Project 
WILD Advisory Committees. He also serves on the Project WET USA Publications 
Committee guiding the second generation Project WET guide process.   

School Programs

Water Education Foundation

2009 Annual Report

6



Top to bottom: Executive Briefing speakers 
included State Sen. Fran Pavely and DWR 
Director Lester Snow, shown here L to R, with 
Foundation Executive Director Rita Schmidt 
Sudman; the Foundation helped coordinate 
a NASA/JPL climate change workshop; 
Brian Brady, IID, and Michael Cohen,  Pacific 
Institute, discuss Colorado River issues; 
water conservation panelists L to R, Paul 
Lanspery, SDCWA; economist David Zetland; 
Chris Scheuring, California Farm Bureau; 
Elissa Lynn, California DWR; Eileen White, 
 EBMUD; and Richard Howitt, UC Davis.

Executive Briefing 
The 2009 Executive Briefing, “Water 2009: Building on Change,” was held March 
12-13 at the Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento. About 190 people attended the 1-1/2 
day briefing, which featured presentations by California DWR Director Lester 
Snow, and California State Sens. Fran Pavely, Joe Simitian and Dave Cogdill as 
well as Assembly Water Chair Jared Huffman. UC Hastings Law School Professor 
John Leshy, formerly with the Clinton administration, provided an overview of the 
transition to the Obama administration’s Department of the Interior.

Panels at the Briefing included “Decades of Delta Drama,” starring Tim Quinn 
from ACWA, Jason Peltier from Westlands Water District, Leo Winternitz from The 
Nature Conservancy, Laura King Moon from the State Water Contractors, Jonas 
Minton from Planning and Conservation League and Mel Lytle from San Joaquin 
County. Other thought-provoking panel discussions focused on drought and get-
ting by with less water, stormwater regulations, stretching Colorado River sup-
plies, and the water goals/challenges faced by the new Obama administration. 

Border Governors Binational Drought Science Conference 
Drought in the U.S.-Mexico border area, including climatic drivers, the outlook 
for improving climate forecasting skills, the possibility of long-term drying trends 
in the region, and Colorado River Basin/Rio Grande Basin drought management 
activities, were the focus of a 1-1/2 day conference in San Diego. Held March 
26-27 and sponsored by California DWR and the Foundation, the event featured 
simultaneous Spanish-English translation. It was an opportunity for more than 
80  participants to hear representatives of the U.S.-Mexican border states, federal 
officials and local water agencies discuss drought information for decision-mak-
ing, climate and drought forecasting, climate change considerations, border-area 
drought activities and research needs and opportunities.

Urban Drought Workshops
With dry weather, low reservoir levels and restrictions on water deliveries in 
some areas of California, drought headlines dominated California news stories in 
2009. To help urban water providers cope with these challenges, the Foundation 
sponsored two one-day urban drought workshops with the Association of Cali-
fornia Water Agencies. The workshops, “Managing the Crisis: Essential Drought 
Tools for Urban Water Managers,” were held April 16 in Burlingame and April 
23 in  Irvine. Speakers at the events provided the audience with tips and tools for 
 managing drought-related impacts. 

About 50 people attended each workshop and learned about legal issues related 
to drought declarations and Proposition 218, water rates and equity issues; and 
implications of the Governor’s 20 by 2020 conservation plan.

NASA/JPL Conference
The Foundation was contacted in 2009 by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) 
to help develop a special workshop related to climate change. The California Water 
Resources Workshop was designed to bring together water resource managers and 
policymakers with NASA scientists to identify the challenges of and requirements 
for linking NASA observations and science to California water resource decision 
making. The primary objective of this workshop was to identify specific require-
ments for collaborative efforts between water resource stakeholders and NASA. 

The invitation-only workshop was held in Pasadena Sept.29-Oct. 1. Breakout 
groups discussed ways in which NASA technology could aide policymakers 
and water managers address work related to climate change, habitat restoration, 
groundwater information and other issues. Foundation staff developed the policy-
maker invitation list, attended the event, assisted with note taking and edited a 
workshop white paper, which will be released in 2010.

Briefings/Conferences 
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Top to bottom: Participants on the Flood 
Management Tour view a large map of the 
Sacramento River flood control system and 
then visit a levee; a participant looks for 
birds on the San Joaquin River Restora-
tion Tour; Tour Director Rebecca Scott 
 conducted eight tours in 2009; Mike 
Marshall, Restore Hetch Hetchy, and 
Art Jensen, Bay Area Water Supply and 
Conservation Agency, served as resource 
speakers on the Hetch Hetchy Tour.

In 2009 the Foundation conducted eight tours under the direction of Events/Tour 
Director Rebecca Scott. 

The Lower Colorado River Tour, March 4-6, traveled from Hoover Dam to the 
Salton Sea and the Coachella Valley, and included a private tour of Hoover Dam,  
a boat ride on Lake Mead and a visit to Havasu National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Central Valley Tour, April 15-17, traveled the length of the San Joaquin 
Valley – starting and ending in Bakersfield. Participants learned about growth, 
farmland preservation, agricultural drainage and environmental restoration. 

A new Flood Management Tour, May 7-8, focused on the Sacramento  Valley. 
Stops included Folsom Dam, Plumas Lake, Tisdale Weir and the Yolo Bypass 
 Wildlife Area.

The Bay-Delta Tour, June 10-12, traveled through the Delta to the San Francisco 
Bay region. Participants learned about studies and debates on Delta conveyance, 
Delta farming and the fishery collapse. Stops included the Delta Cross Channel, 
Clifton Court Forebay, Jones Pumping Plant and Fisherman’s Wharf. 

Back in 2009 was the Hetch Hetchy Tour, July 22-24, which traveled from 
the urban San Francisco Bay area served by the Hetch Hetchy Project to 
O’Shaughnessy Dam in the Hetch Hetchy Valley. 

For the second year, participants on the Russian River Tour, August 6-7, visited 
Coyote Dam, Lake Sonoma and the Wohler/Mirabel water intake structures, and 
enjoyed wine tasting at De La Montanya Winery. 

The Northern California Tour, October 7-9, traveled from Sacramento to Shasta 
Dam and back. Participants learned about farming, fishery restoration efforts, and 
State Water Project and Central Valley Project operations. 

For the second annual San Joaquin River Restoration Tour, November 12-13, 
participants learned about progress on restoring the river. Stops included Friant 
Dam, Chowchilla Bifurcation and Mendota Pool. 

Cosponsors of one or more tours were: AECOM; Bay Area Water Supply 
and Conservation Agency; Bahman Sheikh, Ph.D., P.E. – Water Resources and 
 Reuse Specialist; Bowles Farming Company, Inc., in honor of Mr. John H. “Jack” 
Threlkeld; Brown and Caldwell; California Department of Water Resources; CDM; 
Coachella Valley Water District; CH2M Hill; Dan Dooley, Vice President, Univer-
sity of California’s Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources; Davids Engineer-
ing, Inc.; GEI Consultants; GEI Consultants, Inc. – Bookman-Edmonston Division; 
HDR; ICF Jones & Stokes; Imperial Irrigation District; Kern County Water Agency; 
MBK Engineers; MWH; Nickel Family LLC; Panta Rhea Foundation; Parsons; 
 Parsons Brinckerhoff; PBS&J; San Francisco Public Utilities Commission;  Somach 
Simmons & Dunn; Sonoma County Water Agency; Southern Nevada Water 
 Authority; the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Lower Colorado Region and Mid-
Pacific Region; West Yost Associates; and Winzler & Kelly. 

Organizations that hosted or co-hosted meals, provided refreshments or offered 
other support were: Blue Diamond Almond Growers; California Farm Bureau 
 Federation; Central Valley Flood Control Association; Clarksburg Community 
Church; Clarksburg fruit growers; Contra Costa Water District; Delta Sierra 
Distributors; East Valley Water District; Friant Water Authority; Glenn-Colusa 
Irrigation District; Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District; Kern Water Bank 
Authority; Mendocino National Forest; Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California; Miller Coors; Modesto Irrigation District; Northern California Water 
Association; Nossaman LLP; Panoche Water District; Port of Stockton; Philip 
Williams & Associates Ltd.; Reclamation District 1000; Reclamation District 1500; 
Red Bluff Recreation Area; Russian Hill Estate Winery; SAFCA; Sacramento River 
West Side Levee District; Sacramento Valley Landowners Association; San Joaquin 
River Exchange Contractors Water Authority; San Luis Canal Company; San Luis 
& Delta-Mendota Water Authority; SAWS – Stockton Area Water Suppliers (City 
of Stockton, Stockton East Water District, County of San Joaquin, and California 
 Water Service); Sbragia Family Vineyards; Semitropic Water Storage District;  Sutter 
Butte Flood Control Agency; Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority; Turlock Irrigation 
District; West Coast Grape Farming; Western Canal Water District; Westlands 
 Water District; and Yuba County Water Agency. 

Tours
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Top to bottom: Members of the 2009 Water 
Leaders class on the Bay-Delta Tour; the 
Foundation launched a Facebook page in 
2009; Foundation Program Director Sue 
McClurg with Karla Nemeth, California 
Natural Resources Agency liaison to the 
BDCP – Nemeth spoke at a November 
 legislative briefing; the Foundation contin-
ued its affiliation with the popular California 
water news blog, Aquafornia.com, in 2009.

Water Leaders
Twenty young professionals graduated from the Foundation’s 13th Annual 
 William R.Gianelli Water Leaders Class. This one-year program educates partici-
pants about water and enhances individual leadership skills. The 2009 class 
 studied issues related to water conservation.

The graduates: Kimberly Brown, Westside Mutual Water Company; Summer 
Bundy, CH2M Hill; Aracely Campa, Assemblymember Anna Caballero; Teresa Chan, 
Ellison, Schneider &  Harris LLP; Allison Dvorak, State Water Contractors; Kari Fisher, 
California Farm Bureau Federation; Brian Heywood, CDM; Kimberly Houlding-
Kaufmann, Congressman George Radanovich; Derek Larsen, MBK Engineers; Tara 
Lohan, AlterNet; Vincent Marchand, Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod; Lisa Mash, 
 ENTRIX, Inc.; Lisa McPhee, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California; 
Kristen Mignone Crane, City of Poway; Meghan Moda, Resources Legacy Fund; Matt 
Notley, California Department of Water Resources; Jeffrey Payne, MWH Americas, Inc.; 
 Andrea Schmid, New Fields; Lisa Skutecki, Brown and Caldwell; and Michelle Yeh, 
 Schlumberger Water Services.

Class funding was provided by the William R. “Bill” Gianelli, Jean Auer, David 
 Kennedy and Tom Graff scholarship funds. An annual silent auction held at the 
Foundation’s  Executive Briefing generated $10,160.

Brown Bag Lunch
The Foundation sponsored a “brown bag” lunch seminar at California’s  Capitol 
in November to educate legislative aides about the Bay Delta Conservation 
Plan (BDCP) process. Funding assistance for the seminar was provided by the 
 California-Nevada section of the American Water Works Association. Karla 
Nemeth, California Natural Resources Agency liaison to the BDCP, provided an 
overview of the BDCP’s purpose, timeline and progress to date.

California Libraries and Water
With major assistance from the Foundation, the reading promotion agency 
 California Center for the Book developed resources in 2009 to help public librar-
ies host programming about water. The project was offered to all 181 library 
jurisdictions in the state. Approximately 45 libraries in 34 counties have already 
received materials and have or are planning to host screenings, panel discussions, 
book groups and  community forums. Participating libraries received a package of 
 Foundation materials and other educational brochures.

Facebook and Aquafornia
The Foundation launched a new Facebook page in 2009 and already has 203 fans. 
Updated regularly, the page features news and photos of Foundation events, 
including our water tours, and other announcements. It often includes a link to the 
day’s top news story on the California water news blog, www.Aquafornia.com.

The Foundation continued its partnership with Aquafornia in 2009 and the site 
now receives 1,000 visitors a day who want the latest news on water – including 
links to mainstream articles, blogs and trade journals. Aquafornia readers can also 
now learn more about the Foundation’s water tours through post-tour articles 
written by Rebecca Scott. Also in 2009 Rebecca began work on developing Google 
maps of the tour routes; these maps will be posted on Aquafornia.com in 2010. 

Water Conservation Slide Card
In 2009 we began work on a new slide guide offering information about water use 
and conservation in the Western United States. The card, when completed, will 
include short definitions of surface water and groundwater, explain per capita 
water use with average use for several selected cities, and offer tips to conserve 
water around the house and in the yard. Funding for the slide guide was provided 
by the Water for the West Foundation.

Other Highlights
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In 2009, the Foundation’s Colorado River Project marked its 12th year. Primary 
financial support was provided through a grant from the U.S. Bureau of Recla-
mation’s Upper and Lower Colorado Regions. Serving on the Project’s Advisory 
 Committee in 2009 were:  Hamlet “Chips” Barry, Denver Water; Michael Cohen, 
Pacific Institute; Gordon “Jeff”  Fassett, HDR Engineering; Herb Guenther,  Arizona 
Department of Water Resources; Gary Hansen, Colorado River Indian Tribes; Jeff 
 Kightlinger, MWD of Southern California; David Lindgren, Downey Brand; James 
Lochhead, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck; Estevan Lopez, New Mexico Interstate 
Stream Commission; Patricia Mulroy, Southern Nevada Water Authority; Don Ostler, 
Upper Colorado River Commission; Jennifer Pitt, Environmental Defense Fund; Lester 
Snow, California Resources Agency; Maureen Stapleton, San Diego County Water 
 Authority; and Gary Weatherford, California Public Utilities Commission. 

River Report
The Foundation’s 12-page River Report newsletter is published twice a year. The 
growing importance of the water-energy link in the West as the demand for each 
increases was the subject of the Summer 2009 issue. Written by Gary Pitzer, the 
article looked at how the message is being conveyed to the public that simple 
everyday activities – running the dish washer, watering the lawn – have impacts on 
energy and water supplies. 

In the Winter issue, Gary wrote about some of the issues associated with 
 balancing the Colorado River’s ecosystem and its water delivery system. Much of 
the content for the article was based on the comments of a panel assembled at the 
Foundation’s invitation-only 2009 Colorado River Symposium.

Colorado River Symposium
In September, the Foundation held its seventh biennial Colorado River Symposium 
at The Bishop’s Lodge in Santa Fe. The overall theme was: “The Colorado River: 
Building a Sustainable Future.” The invitation-only event featured a lineup of top 
speakers including Reclamation Commissioner Mike Connor, former Reclamation 
Commissioner Bob Johnson, and former Interior Assistant Secretary Bennett Raley. 

The symposium opened with a presentation by USGS employees and authors 
Diane  Boyer and Robert Webb, who wrote the book Damming Grand Canyon: The 
1923 USGS  Colorado River Expedition. Panel discussions on “Where We Are Today” 
related to agreements to share the river’s water and on U.S.-Mexico issues closed 
the day.

Day Two featured panel discussions on growth, the link between water and 
energy,  climate change and augmentation of the river’s water supplies. Day Three 
featured a presentation on science related to environmental restoration activities 
and a panel about balancing water delivery and the ecosystem. The symposium 
ended with an entertaining Crystal Ball panel in which “oracles” from diverse 
viewpoints predicted the future of the river. The symposium was taped, and the 
written proceedings will be published in 2010.

Colorado River Project

Top to bottom: Colorado River  Symposium
speakers included  current Reclamation 
Commissioner Mike Connor and former 
Commissioner Bob Johnson; the Foun-
dation published two issues of River 
Report; Diane Boyer and Robert Webb 
discussed their book at the Symposium; 
attendees included Colorado  Supreme 
Court Justice Greg Hobbs Jr., far right, 
and, L to R, Bobbie Hobbs, Nicole 
Seltzer, Colorado Foundation for Water 
Education, and Jennifer Pitt, EDF.

Water Education Foundation

2009 Annual Report

10

Leaders ($10,000)
California Department of Water Resources
CH2M Hill
HDR Engineering, Inc.
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California
MWH

Patrons ($5,000 – $9,999)
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
CDM
Parsons
Southern Nevada Water Authority

Colorado River Project Sponsors
Friends ($1,000 – $4,999)
Brown and Caldwell
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
Central Arizona Project
Central Utah Water Conservancy District
Coachella Valley Water District
Imperial Irrigation District
Krieger & Stewart, Inc.
Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard
Redwine and Sherrill
Salt River Project
San Diego County Water Authority
Somach Simmons & Dunn
URS Corporation



A variety of grants from governmental agencies, private foundations and other 
organizations funded the Foundation’s special programs, publications and projects 
in 2009. The Foundation’s general activities, in turn, were supported by another 
primary source of income – contributions. 

This diversity of funding helps the Foundation fulfill its mission of provid-
ing balance in all written materials, school programs, tours, briefings, videos and 
documentaries. Reviewers and advisory groups help ensure technical accuracy but 
the Foundation retains editorial control over all programs and publications – no 
matter what the funding source. 

In 2009, grant funds provided 27 percent of the Foundation’s revenues, funding 
Project WET, special workshops and conferences, television productions, and new 
publications. 

Major contributions represented 33 percent of 2009 revenues and helped main-
tain core programs such as Western Water and Layperson Guide updates. In 2009, 
the Foundation continued its “Giving Back” program for our major contributors 
in which complimentary maps, publications and attendance at Foundation events 
were awarded to contributors based on their pledge. This is our way of thanking 
our contributors – who include cities, farmers, law firms, engineering firms, water 
districts, businesses and other organizations, and private individuals – for their 
support. (See page 12 for the list of major contributors.) 

Additional Foundation income is derived from attendance at briefings and 
 water tours, 30 percent in 2009, and the sale of our educational materials, 10 
percent in 2009. In return for all this support, the Foundation continues to serve 
as the source of impartial information on water issues in California and the West. 
We thank all the organizations and individuals for the many ways in which they 
 support our work and help us fulfill our mission. 

Funding Sources 
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Colorado River Project
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Lower and Upper  Colorado 
Regions $50,000

Water Tours and Briefings
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region $30,000
Panta Rhea Foundation $10,500
California Department of Water Resources $10,000

San Joaquin River Restoration Program – Tour and Video
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region $75,000  
(60 for video, 15 for tour)

International Groundwater/Agricultural Sustainability 
Conference
University of California, Davis-Hagan Endowed Chair in 
Water Management and Policy $15,000

George Miller and Janet McKinley Environmental  
Outreach Program 
George Miller and Janet McKinley $30,000

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers)
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region $49,980
U.S. Geological Survey $13,000

U.S.-Mexico Border Water Infrastructure Conference
California Department of Water Resources $50,000

California Water Resources Workshop
NASA/JPL $13,000

The Santa Ana River Watershed 2010 Conference
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority $24,000

Central Valley Flood Protection Plan Program
California Department of Water Resources (with MWH) 
$47,800

Water Conservation Slide Card
Water for the West $9,000
 
Yuba River Accord Publication
Yuba County Water Agency $37,000

Central Valley Tour 
Bowles Farming Company, Inc. $5,000

Central Valley Regional Water Control Board Educational 
Brochure
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board $37,000

Major Grants Awarded in 2009
($5,000 and over)
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Water Education Foundation

2009 Annual Report

12

Tours &
Briefings

30%

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Jan. 1, 2009 - Dec. 31, 2009

Grants
27%

Contributions
33%

Product
Sales
10%

Ellen Hanak, Public Policy Institute of 
 California, spoke on the 2009 Bay-Delta Tour.

Foundation 
 Supporters,  Patrons 
and  Stewards
($5,000 and above)

Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency
Association of California Water Agencies
Bowles Farming Company
CDM
CH2M Hill
East Bay Municipal Utility District
Golden State Water Company
Imperial Irrigation District
Irvine Ranch Water District
Kern County Water Agency
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California
Modesto Irrigation District
MWH Americas, Inc.
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Sacramento Regional County Sanitation 

District
San Diego County Water Authority
Southern Nevada Water Authority
Turlock Irrigation District

Foundation 
 Sponsors
($2,500-$4,999)

Black & Veatch Corporation
Camrosa Water District
Castaic Lake Water Agency

Coachella Valley Water District
Contra Costa Water District
East Valley Water District
Eastern Municipal Water District
Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District
Hein Ranch Company
Helix Water District
Jacobs Engineering
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants, Inc./San 

Francisco
Kjeldsen, Sinnock & Neudeck, Inc.
Krieger & Stewart, Inc.
Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
MBK Engineers
Morning Star Company
Nossaman, LLP
Placer County Water Agency
Redlands, City of
Robert H. and Anita Q. Lawe Foundation
Sacramento, City of
San Francisco Public Utilities Company
San Juan Water District
Semitropic Water Storage District
Sonoma County Water Agency
Sweetwater Authority
Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 

District
Vallecitos Water District
West Valley Water District
West Yost & Associates
Westlands Water District

Foundation Pillars
($1,000-$2,499)

AECOM
Alameda County Flood Control and Water 

Conservation District
Alameda County Water District
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan
Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation 

Agency
Brown and Caldwell
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
California Central Valley Flood Control 

Association
California Water Association
Fred Cannon 
Carmichael Water District
Carollo Engineers
Central Arizona Project
Chino Basin Water Conservation District
CJ Segerstrom and Sons
Coastside County Water District
Crescenta Valley Water District
Cucamonga Valley Water District
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District
Desert Water Agency
Downey Brand, LLP
E and J Gallo Winery
Edward S. Babcock and Sons, Inc.
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
Fresno Irrigation District
ICF, International
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L to R: MWD General Manager Jeff 
Kightlinger, former Reclamation 
 commissioner Bob Johnson and former 
Assistant Interior Secretary Bennett 
Raley discussed current-day issues at the 
Colorado River Symposium.

Irvine Company, The
James C. Hanson Consulting Civil Engineer
Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District
Kings River Conservation District
Kings River Water Association
La Cañada Irrigation District
La Verne, City of
Landmark Real Estate
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
Lincoln, City of
Long Beach, City of
Mammoth Community Water District
McCormick, Kidman and Behrens
Napa, City of
Nevada Irrigation District
Newhall County Water District
Olivenhain Municipal Water District
Orange County Water District
Otay Water District
Padre Dam Municipal Water District
Pebble Beach Community Services District
Poseidon Resources
Purissima Hills Water District
Rancho California Water District
Suzanne Redfern-West
Riverside, City of 
Riverside Public Utilities
RMC Water & Environment
Rowland Water District
RTS Agri Business
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency

Sacramento Suburban Water District
San Gabriel County Water District
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
San Jose, City of 
San Jose Water Company
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Agency
Santa Fe Irrigation District
Santa Rosa, City of
Somach, Simmons & Dunn
South Coast Water District
Stockton, City of 
Stockton East Water District
Kip Sturgeon
Three Valleys Municipal Water District
Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District
Walter Yep, Inc.
Gary Weatherford
West Basin Municipal Water District
West Coast Grape Farming, Inc.
Woolf Farming & Processing
Yolo County Flood Control & Water 

Conservation District
Yorba Linda Water District
Yuba County Water Agency

Foundation  Sustainers
($750-$999)

Arvin-Edison Water Storage District
Baker Mannock & Jensen
Buena Vista Water Storage District

California Municipal Utilities Association
Chino Basin Watermaster
Citrus Heights Water District
Davis, City of 
Del Paso Manor Water District
Dublin San Ramon Sanitary District
Ellison, Schneider and Harris
Escondido, City of
Foothill Municipal Water District
Hidden Valley Lake Community Services 

District
Kern Water Bank Authority
Littlerock Creek Irrigation District
Los Angeles County Water Works 

Department
Los Gatos Tomato Products
Luhdorff and Scalmanini
Marin Municipal Water District
Millbrae, City of 
North Kern Water Storage District
Orchard Dale Water District
Palo Alto, City of 
Redwine & Sherrill
Sacramento County Water Agency
San Gabriel Valley Water Company
Santa Ana, City of 
Santa Cruz, City of 
Santa Margarita Water District
Schlumberger Water Services
South San Joaquin Irrigation District
Stoel Rives, LLP
United Water Conservation District
Vino Farms, Inc.
Wagner & Bonsignore Consulting Civil 

Engineers
Water and Power Associates, Inc.
Western Canal Water District
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Reclamation District 108
Reclamation District 830
Regional Water Authority
San Dieguito Water District
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water 

Authority
San Luis Canal Company
San Luis Water District
Santa Maria, City of 
Scotts Valley Water District
Sea Mist Farms
Soquel Creek Water District
South Tahoe Public Utilities District
State Water Contractors
Stetson Engineers, Inc./San Rafael
Stone and Youngberg, Inc.
Sunnyvale, City of
Susan M. Trager, Law Office of
Thousand Oaks, City of
Valley County Water District
Ventura, City of 
Water Replenishment District of Southern 

California
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District
WRIME, Inc.

Foundation  Builders
($250-$499)

ACWA/JPIA
Amador Water Agency
AMEC Geomatrix, Inc.
Anderson-Cottonwood Irrigation District
Aqua Conservation Systems, Inc./Riverside
Aqua Conservation Systems, Inc./Fresno
Arizona Municipal Water Users  

Association
Atascadero Municipal Water Company
Avenal, City of 
Bella Vista Water District
Best Best & Krieger, LLP
Will Betchart

Big Bear Municipal Water District
Bold, Polisner, Maddow, Nelson Judson,  

A Professional Corporation
Booth Ranches
Borba Farms, Inc.
Britz Fertilizers, Inc.
Bucknam and Associates, Inc.
Building Industry Association of Southern 

California, Inc.
Buttner Properties, Inc.
Cabazon Water District
Calaveras Public Utility District
Calcot, Ltd. 
Calexico, City of
California American Water Company
California Farm Bureau Federation
California Landscape Contractors 

Association, Inc.
California League of Food Processors
California Rice Industry Association
CalWest Rain, Inc.
Camarillo, City of
Centennial Water and Sanitation District
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
Charles Ahlem Ranch
Cocopah Nurseries
Colorado River Water Conservation District
Colorado Water Institute
Terry Comerford

Foundation 
 Founders
($500-$749)

Albert A. Webb Associates
Arcadia, City of
BB Limited
Belridge Water Storage District
Burford Farming Company, Inc.
California Alliance for Jobs
CAL-Sierra Pipe, Inc.
Carlsbad Municipal Water District
Carpinteria Valley Water District
Cawelo Water District
Central California Irrigation District
Central Coast Water Authority
Colorado River Commission of Nevada
Creed & Creed International
Crestline Village Water District
Delta Wetlands Properties
Downey, City of
Dudley Ridge Water District
Firebaugh Canal Water District
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
GEI Consultants
Griffith and Masuda
H2O Economics
Hanford, City of
Hayward, City of
Hemet, City of
Infrastructure Engineers
Inland Empire Utilities Agency
Jasmine Vineyards, Inc.
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants, Inc.
Kern Delta Water District
Lagerlof, Senecal, Gosney and Kruse, LLP
Marina Coast Water District
Mojave Water Agency
Monterey County Water Resources Agency
Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control 

Agency
Nature Conservancy, The
Northern California Golf Association
Northern California Water Association
Northwest Pipe Company
Oakdale Irrigation District
Pakpour Consulting Group, Inc.
Panoche and Pacheco Water Districts
Provost & Pritchard
PSOMAS
Rain for Rent

Bill Rinne, director of surface water 
resources for the Southern Nevada Water 
Authority, holds up a “water witch” at 
the Colorado River Symposium.
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Cordua Irrigation District
Corona, City of
Donald Cotton
Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency
Cupertino Sanitary District
Davids Engineering, Inc.
Del Monte Foods
Del Oro Water Company
Delta Science Center
Denver Water Department
Diepenbrock Harrison
Dion Ranches
Russell Doe
Dunnigan Water District
Harrison Dunning
East Contra Costa Irrigation District
ECO:LOGIC Engineering
Elk Grove Water Service
Fairfield, City of
Fallbrook Public Utilities District
Farmland Management Services
Feather Water District
Ferguson Farms, Inc.
Foresthill Public Utility District
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District
Friant Water Authority
Fruit Growers Laboratory, Inc.
Jerome Gilbert
Gnos Bros, Inc.
Golden Valley Farms
Grand Junction, City of 
Greenfield County Water District
Gresham Savage Nolan & Tilden
Groundwater Resources Association of 

California
H M Holloway, Inc.
James and Coke Hallowell
Hammonds Ranch
Hanson Bridgett, LLP
Herum Crabtree Brown
Hi-Desert Water District
Alex Hildebrand
Hunter Industries, Inc.
Indian Wells Valley Water District
Inland Empire Resource Conservation 

District
JMLord, Inc.
John Penn Carter, A Professional 

Corporation
Jurupa Community Services District
Karpe Fisher Merriman, Inc.
Katz and Associates

Kern Delta Water District
Kings County Water District
Kirby Consulting Group
Laguna Beach County Water District
Lake Hemet Municipal Water District
Lamont Financial Services Corporation
Lee & Ro, Inc.
Lennihan Law, A Professional Corporation
Lincoln Avenue Water Company
Linder Equipment Company
Lodi, City of 
Lone Tree Creek Vineyards
Los Alisos Ranch Company
M. Caratan, Inc.
Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster
Major Farms, Inc.
Malaga County Water District
Mason, Robbins, Browning & Godwin
Mike Morgan Ranches
William and Suzanne Mills
Mintier & Associates
Mission Ranches Company, LLC
Moffatt & Nichol
Mojave Public Utilities District
Robert Moline
Monterey Park, City of
Monterey Peninsula Water Management 

District
Montpelier Farming Corporation
Scott and Rochelle Morris
Municipal Water District of Orange County
National Water Resources Association
Nickel Family, LLC

North Coast County Water District
North of the River Municipal Water District
Oildale Mutual Water Company
Old West Ranch Company
Orange, City of 
Orange Vale Water Company
Pacific Water Quality Associates
Park Water Company
Joe Patten
Peter Rabbit Farms
H.L. Peterson
Pierpoint Springs Water Company
Pittsburg, City of 
Poway, City of 
Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District
Timothy and Vivien Quinn
Randy Record & Associates
RBF Consulting 
Reclamation District 2068
Redwood City, City of 
Christopher Reeves
Remy, Thomas, Moose and Manley
Richard Denton & Associates
Richvale Irrigation District
Rio Farms
Ripley Pacific Company
Robert S. Lynch & Associates
Ronald B. Robie
Rose & Kindel
Royal Packing Company
Frank Ruhstaller
Sacramento, City of 
Salt River Project

Mini bus rentals for a portion of the 
Hetch Hetchy Tour were sponsored
by MWH Americas, Parsons 
and PBS&J.
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San Antonio Water Company
San Bernardino Municipal Water District
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District
San Joaquin County Flood Control and 

Water Conservation District
San Juan Capistrano, City of 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
Santa Barbara, City of 
Santa Barbara County Water Agency
Santa Monica. City of 
Santa Ynez River Water Conservation 

District
Anthony and Nancy Saracino
Snow Goose Farms
Solano, County of 
Solano County Water Agency
Solano Irrigation District
Southern San Joaquin Municipal Utility 

District
Curtis Spencer
Stetson Engineers, Inc./Covina
Stone and Youngberg, Inc.
Stradling, Yocca, Carlson, Rauth
Rita and John Sudman
Sunnyslope County Water District
Syblon Reid Company
Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Agency
Tea Pot Dome Water District
Tehachapi-Cummings County Water 

District
Teichert, Inc.
Tejon-Castic Water District
Thille Ranches, J.K.
Edward and Marian Tiedemann
Tranquility Irrigation District

Vacaville, City of 
VALIC
Valley Water Company
Vista Irrigation District 
Water Resources Center Archives
Wegis Ranch
Weimar Water Company
Wente Vineyards
West Stanislaus Irrigation District
Western Municipal Water District
Wildlands, Inc.

Foundation  Associates
($100-$249)

A & N Technical Services, Inc.
Agricultural Council of California
Almendra Longhorns
Altshuler Berzon, LLP
American Canyon, City of 
Gloria Anderson
Arizona Municipal Power Users Association
Michael and Laurie Armstrong
Arthur Brunwasser, Law Offices of
Avalex
Azusa, City of 
Azusa Light and Water Department
Stanley Barnes
George and Mary Basye

George Bates
Beck and Call
Berrenda Mesa Water District
Binder & Associates Consulting, Inc.
Joseph Birman
Blackwell Land, LLC
Blankinship & Associates, Inc.
Blue Lake Springs Mutual Water
Bette Boatmun
Bob Jones Ranch
Bolen Fransen, LLP
Bollinger Consulting
Francis Borcalli
Borrego Water District
Bowie, Arneson, Wiles and Giannone
Brazil/Levake
Brown Consulting Geologist
Gwen Buchholz
Buena Park, City of 
Butte County Department of Water & 

Resource Conservation
Butte Water District
Buttonwillow Land and Cattle Company
Byron Buck & Associates 
California Building Industry Association
California Domestic Water Company
California Groundwater Association, Inc.
California State Grange
Central Valley Project Water Association

Rich Albers at the Merced National Wildlife Refuge on 
the San Joaquin River Restoration Tour.
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Cerritos, City of 
Cerro Farms
Chowchilla Water District
Chrisman Farms
Cilker Orchards
Clovis, City of 
Colorado River Indian Tribes
Columbia Canal Company
Colusa Indian Community Council
Condor Earth Technologies, Inc.
Covello Group, Inc. 
Richard Cox
Victoria Cross
Curalium Consulting
D.M. Camp & Sons
D’Arrigo Brothers  Company
Dairy Institute of California
Daly City, City of 
David E. Carlucci, Diversified Farming
Delta Diablo Sanitation District
Desmond, Nolan, Livaich & Cunningham
DeWit Farms
Stephen Dittmer
Douglass Family, The
William Drake
Duane Morris, LLP
David Duke
Louis and Jackie Duncan
Harry Ehrilich
Eldon Cotton & Associates
Ben Ewell, Attorney at Law
Ewing
Margaret Ferguson
Fourchy Farms, Inc.
Charolette Fox 
Kathy Freas
Duane and S. Lynne Georgeson
Georgetown Divide Public Utilities 

District
William Gianelli
Marlon Ginney
Giovannetti and Sons
Gold Hills Nut Company, Inc.
Brian Gray
Greenberg Foundation
GSS & Associates
Gualco Group, Inc. 
Frederick Hansen
Harlan & Dumars, Inc.
Harris Farms, Inc.
Hart Restoration, Inc.
Donald Haselhoff

Thomas Havens
John Herrick
Justice Gregory Hobbs
Hopkins Groundwater Consultants, Inc.
Edward Horton
Howard Frick Farms
Huali Chai, Law Office of
Hugh Bennett Ranch, Inc.
Hultgren-Tillis Engineers
Imperial County Farm Bureau
Indian Wells, City of 
Irrometer Company, Inc.
J and J Farms
Jack Strobel Ranch Realty
Jackson Brewery
Katharine L. Jacobs
James Jenks
Jerry & Terri Kohl Family Foundation
JM Holloway, Inc.
Kautz Farms
Kinneloa Irrigation District
Kuhs & Parker
Lakeside Irrigation Water District
Lakeside Water District
League of California Cities
Chang Lee
J. Gordon Lent
Lester Farms
Levee District One
Lewis H. Entz Farms
Daniel Lieber
Linneman, Burgess, Telles, Van Atta, Vierra, 

Rathman, Whitehurst & Keene

Local Agency Formation Commission of 
Riverside County

Loveland, City of 
Lucy and Company
Lyles Construction Group
MacKay and Somps – Civil Engineers
Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.
Mapes Ranch
John and Pauline McClurg
McFarlin & Anderson, LLP
Michael McPherson
Meyers Farms Family Trust
Michael Brandman Associates
Michael Clinton Consulting, LLP
Mid Peninsula Water District
William Miller
Minner, Stinnett, Koo and Agbayani
Mohr-Fry Ranches
Montecito Land
Mountain Counties Water Resources 

Association
Laurie Munger
Napa Sanitation District
Steven Nation
National Park Service
National Water Research Institute
Noland, Hamerly, Etienne, & Hoss
North Dakota Water Education Foundation
North Marin Water District

Foundation Executive 
Director Rita Schmidt 
Sudman and Reclama-
tion Commissioner 
Mike Connor.



Major Contributors 

Water Education Foundation

2009 Annual Report

18

Tours &
Briefings

30%

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Jan. 1, 2009 - Dec. 31, 2009

Grants
27%

Contributions
33%

Product
Sales
10%

Northern Colorado Water Conservancy 
District

Oceanside, City of, Water Utilities 
Department

Orange County Sanitation District
Orland-Artois Water District
Pacific Advocacy Group
PacificComm
Pajaro/Sunny Mesa Community Services 

District
Paradise Irrigation District
Pelger Mutual Water Company
Philip Williams & Associates, Ltd.
Pleasant Valley County Water District
P-R Farms, Inc.
Project Resource Specialists
R&M Ranch
R.L. Schafer & Associates, Inc.
Michael T. Rafferty
Rainbow Municipal Water District
Ralph Wagner Engineers
Reclamation District 1000
Reclamation District 2060
Redwood Valley County Water District
Regional Council of Rural Counties
Richard W. Konig, Inc.
Richards, Watson and Gershon
Richter Ranch
Rio Alto Water District
River Garden Farms Company
R.L. Schafer & Associates, Inc.
Robertson-Bryan, Inc.
Root Creek Water District
Rossmann and Moore, LLP
Roy Moresco, Inc.

S & J Ranch
Sacramento Municipal Utility District
Sacramento River Preservation Trust
San Diego, City of 
San Diego County Farm Bureau
San Joaquin Valley Leadership Forum
San Luis Obispo, County of
Ronald Schuler
Billie Seale
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
Shasta County Water Agency
Paul Sherwin
Tina Shields
Sierra City Water Works, Inc.
Edward Smith
James A. Smith
So & Associates
Lily Soley
South Montebello Irrigation District
Souza Realty
Spot Water Management, Inc.
Stenderup Ag Partners
Stevens Consulting
Jack Stone
Edwin Sullivan
John Sullivan
Summers Engineering, Inc.
Sun Dial Farms
Sunview Vineyards of California, Inc.
Sutter Mutual Water Company/Reclamation 

District 1500

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Tom Tajbl
Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority
Terra Bella Irrigation District
Thaddeus W. Smith and Associates
John Thorson
Tulare County Farm Bureau
Tulare Lake Drainage District
Anne Turner
Tustin, City of 
Brad Udall
Upper San Joaquin Stewardship Council
Utah Water Users Association
Vandenberg Village Community Services 

District
Henry Vaux, Jr.
Victor Valley Water District
Walker River Irrigation District
Washoe County Department of Water 

Resources
Water Asset Management, LLC
Dan Waters
Peter Weschler
Donald White
David Williams
James Wise
Bing Wong
Young & Sons/Three Flags Ranch
Yuma County Water Users Association
Ziegler Associates
Greg Zlotnick

The Foundation and the Association of California Water Agencies cosponsored 
two urban drought workshops in 2009. At the San Francisco event, L to R, 
ACWA Executive Director Tim Quinn and Foundation Executive Director Rita 
Schmidt Sudman with former Assemblymember John Laird.



Board and Staff

Top to bottom: Longtime Board 
 Member Don Evenson, MWH, retired 
in 2009 and received recognition from 
Executive Director Rita Schmidt 
 Sudman and Board President Bill 
Mills. Board Member Celeste Cantú, 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Author-
ity, at the 2009 Foundation Board/
Staff retreat. Board Member Randele 
Kanouse, East Bay Municipal Utility 
District, served as a mentor to Water 
Leaders graduate Meghan Moda with 
the Resources Legacy Fund. Board 
Mem bers Linda Fiack, Delta Protec-
tion Commission, and Thad Bettner, 
Glenn Colusa Irrigation District, 
spoke on the Delta and Northern 
California tours, respectively. Founda-
tion staff, back row, L to R, Patty 
Wong, Rebecca Scott, Sue McClurg, 
Brian Brown,  Diana Farmer and Gary 
Pitzer; front row, L to R, Susan Lauer, 
Robin  Richie, Beth Stern, Rita Schmidt 
 Sudman and Jean Nordmann. 




