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  Translated from Arabic 
 
 
 

  Report concerning the delimitation of the southern limit of 
Lebanon’s exclusive economic zone 
 
 

 In accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, to 
which Lebanon acceded by virtue of Law No. 295 of 22 February 1994, and in 
particular the following articles on the delimitation of exclusive economic zones, 
the text of which is contained in annex 1: 

 – Article 5 concerning the normal baseline; 

 – Article 7 concerning straight baselines; 

 – Article 14 concerning the combination of methods for determining baselines; 

 – Article 15 concerning the delimitation of the territorial sea between States with 
opposite or adjacent coasts; 

 – Article 16 concerning charts and lists of geographical coordinates; 

 – Article 55 concerning the specific legal regime of the exclusive economic 
zone; 

 – Article 56 concerning the rights, jurisdiction and duties of the coastal State in 
the exclusive economic zone; 

 – Article 57 concerning the breadth of the exclusive economic zone; 

 – Article 58 concerning the rights and duties of other States in the exclusive 
economic zone; 

 – Article 59 concerning the basis for the resolution of conflicts regarding the 
attribution of rights and jurisdiction in the exclusive economic zone; 

 – Article 60 concerning artificial islands, installations and structures in the 
exclusive economic zone; 

 – Article 63 concerning stocks occurring within the exclusive economic zones of 
two or more coastal States or both within the exclusive economic zone and in 
an area beyond and adjacent to it;  

 – Article 73 concerning the enforcement of laws and regulations of the coastal 
State;  

 – Article 74 concerning the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone between 
States with opposite or adjacent coasts; 

 In accordance with the provisions of the Paulet-Newcombe agreement of 
3 February 1922, which entered into force on 10 March 1923, delimiting the 
southern border of Lebanon from Ra's Naqurah at point 1B, the coordinates of 
which were officially confirmed on the 1949 map detailing the borders of Lebanon, 
Syria and Palestine further to the armistice agreements between the concerned 
parties; 

 In accordance with the manual on technical aspects of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982); 
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 The baseline of the southern Lebanese coast was delimited using the following 
available maps: 

 – Admiralty nautical chart No. 2634 (Beirut to Gaza, 1:300,000) produced by the 
United Kingdom Hydrographic Office; 

 – Admiralty nautical chart No. 183 (Ra's at Tin to Iskenderun, 1:1,100,000) 
produced by the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office; 

 – Chart B-1 (Area of Naqurah, 1:20,000) produced by the Office of Geographic 
Affairs, Lebanese Armed Forces Command, updated in June 2004 on the basis 
of aerial photographs taken in 2001-2002. 

 Using that baseline, and with reference to the provisions of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, the southern limit of Lebanon’s exclusive 
economic zone was determined as the median line every point of which is 
equidistant from the nearest point on the baselines of Lebanon and the neighbouring 
State. 

 The southern limit of Lebanon’s exclusive economic zone was then plotted on 
Admiralty nautical chart No. 183, and a list of its coordinates was compiled.  

 The above-mentioned chart and list of coordinates are contained in annex 2. 

 There is a need to conduct a detailed survey, using a global positioning system, 
of the shore contiguous to the southern limit, including all islands and spurs, with a 
view to updating the nautical charts and the baseline accordingly in the future. 

 




















