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The 2nd Athens Biennale 2009 HEAVEN is  conceived as a  mult i faceted 
contemporary art  fest ival  that  extends along the coastl ine of  Athens,  on 
the beaches of  Pala io Fal iro and Kal l i thea,  from the Fal iron Olympic 
Complex to Fl isvos and Batis .   
 
The organizat ion aims to meet with even greater success than the 1 s t  
Biennale in  2007,  which was visited by more than 50.000 people.  
  
The Athens Biennale functions within an internat ional  network of  large-
scale periodic contemporary art  events .  I t  emerged from the intense 
cultural  act ivity  that  makes Athens one of  the most interest ing places for  
contemporary art ,  and it  a ims to be an agent of constant change and 
innovation,  provide a context  for  creativity and dialogue and constitute a  
wide platform for  the designation and the cr it ical  engagement of  local  
art ist ic  production,  as wel l  as  a  forum of  discussion and exchange with the 
international  scene.   
 
The Athens Biennale is  organized by the Athens Biennale Non-Prof it  
Organization,  which was founded in November 2005 by Xenia 
Kalpaktsoglou,  Poka-Yio,  and Augustine Zenakos.   
 
For  the organization of  this  year ’s  fest ival ,  a  determining factor  was the 
contr ibution of  COSMOTE as a  Major  Sponsor,  a  company that  steadi ly  
supports  important cultural  act ivit ies  and brings the Greek public  c loser  
to s ignif icant international  art  events.  Bearing the message “We see a 
world l ike You do.  Ful l  of  creativity” ,  and through a ser ies  of  cultural  and 
environmental  act ions throughout the duration of  the Biennale,  COSMOTE,  
by ut i l iz ing contemporary technology,  invites in  its  turn the public  to 
meet establ ished Greek and international  contemporary art  creators .   
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The 2nd Athens Biennale 2009 HEAVEN is  conceived as a  mult i faceted 
contemporary art  fest ival  that  extends along the coast l ine of  Athens,  in  
the central  areas of  Palaio Fal i ro and Kal l i thea.  XYZ,  the founders and 
art ist ic  directors  of  the Athens Biennale have invited a select  group of  
curators  to contemplate Heaven,  in  a t ime that  arguably is  one of  
disappointment and confl ict .  The s ix  exhibit ions of  the 2nd Athens 
Biennale 2009,  designed by architect  Andreas Angelidakis ,  take the form 
of  autonomous approaches to this  broad subject ,  that  nevertheless  
communicate creatively  and claim a degree of  narrative cohesion.  These 
s ix  exhibit ions are complemented by a ser ies  of  performative events 
last ing al l  through the summer.  
 
 
“Live” 
curated by Dimitris Papaioannou & Ζafos Xagoraris  
 

•  Flisvos Building & P.  Faliro Beach 
 
Temporary instal lat ions form successive theatr ical  scenes,  screens and 
f loating stages,  whi le  the spectators  and the spectacle interchange,  as  
residents  and users  of  the aquatic  l imit  are invited to attend act ively  in  
the configuration of communal  spaces.  New uses of  the spaces are 
tr iggered,  under the surface of  the sea,  in  the street  or  in the roofs  of  
neighboring bui ldings,  without impeding the ones already exist ing.  
 
Art ists :  An Architektur,  Νikos Arvanitis,  Barking Dogs,  Broadcast 
Group,  Eloisa Cartonera,  Centre for  Research Architecture -  Goldsmiths 
College,  Cesare Pietroiusti  & Matteo Fraterno,  Collective Actions,  Coti  
K.  ,  The Errands ,  Fi lopappou Group, Tadeusz Kantor,  Reijo Kela,  Antti  
Laitinen, Tea Mäkipää,  Jennifer  Nelson & Dimitris Kotsaras,  NSK,  Lucy 
& Jorge Orta,  Anna Ostoya,  Palaio Faliro artists group, Superflex,  
Water Girls  Water Boys [Urban Void,  Nomadic Architecture Network,  
Flux Factory,  Coharchitects],  Krzysztof  Wodiczko,  Ykon .  
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“World Question Center” 
curated by Chus Martinez  
 

•  Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court),  Water Plaza,  
Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
The departure point  of  Chus Mart ínez’s  exhibit ion is  to expand the l imits  
of  know through the development of  working hypothesis ;  i t  wi l l  be 
entirely  dedicated to the radical  importance of  questions.  Heaven could 
be understood as a  space for  mere speculat ion.  I t  seems easy but is  not .  
Nothing is  more diff icult  nowadays than to escape the logic of  the ‘what 
for ’ .  The logic of  the show is  s imple:  every one of  the art ists is  requested 
to submit  a  work,  a  question,  a  thinking hypothesis  in  their  own terms.  
Nonetheless ,  the show should be here conceived not from the art ist ic  
response to a topic,  but as  an assemblage of  very dif ferent thinking logics .  
Logics  that  hopeful ly  wi l l  help the viewer,  but also the art ists  to develop 
further  dif ferent interpretations of  the near future.  
 
Art ists :  Alexis  Akrithakis,  Michel  Auder,  Thomas Bayrle,  Erick Beltran,  
The Callas,  Jef Cornelis,  Roberto Cuoghi,  Marianna Castil lo Deball,  
Luke Fowler,  Dora García,  Andrea Geyer,  André Guedes,  Dorothy 
Iannone,  Ferdinand Kriwet,  Maria Loboda,  Babette Mangolte,  Rosalind 
Nashashibi  & Lucy Skaer,  Maria Pask,  Lisi  Raskin,  Natascha Sadr 
Haghighian,  Lasse Schmidt Hansen,  Sue Tompkins,  Kostis  Velonis.  
                          
 
“Splendid Isolation, Athens” 
curated by Cay Sophie Rabinowitz   
 

•  Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court),  Water Plaza,  
Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
As  one of  the curators  invited to contemplate the subject  of  Heaven,  Cay 
Sophie Rabinowitz  or iented her  approach to this  immeasurably broad 
topic by naming her  exhibit ion Splendid Isolat ion,  Athens.  Guided by an 
immersive approach rather than a topical  or  thematic one,  her selection 
and presentation let  the viewer ponder i f  and how creative act ivity ,  social  
practices,  and aesthetic  experience may be directed.  Splendid Isolat ion,  
Athens includes a  number of  art  works that  employ some formal  or  
structural  pr inciple,  whether it  be as  r igid as  scaffolding,  as  symbolic  as a  
monetary exchange,  as  modular  as  blocks,  or  as  f lexible as  narrat ive.  For  
many art ists  in the show, some existent  form—be it  physical  or  immaterial ,  
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biographical  or  contr ived,  rel igious or  scientif ic—offers  a  means by which 
to re-consider,  re-form,  re- imagine or  even re-structure a momentary or  
l i felong place of  inspirat ion.   
 
Art ists :  Lara Almarcegui,  Anastasia Douka,  Michael  Gibson,  Benita -  
Immanuel Grosser,  Hsuan Hsuan Wu, Em Kei,  Kalup Linzy,  Miltos 
Manetas,  Ryan McNamara,  Malcolm McLaren,  Martin Oppel,  
Christodoulos Panayiotou,  Mai-Thu Perret,  Angelo Plessas,  Ry 
Rocklen,  Willem de Rooij,  Etto re Sottsass,  Adrian Will iams 
 
 
“For the Straight Way is Lost” 
curated by Diana Baldon 
 

•  Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court),  Water Plaza,  
Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
Diana Baldon’s  exhibit ion is  arranged around a framing device represented 
by the eight c irc les  of  the anti-chamber of  heaven:  the purgatory.  
According to Dante Al ighieri ’s  Divine Comedy,  a  mountain brings souls  to 
heaven through a ser ies  of  tests  visual ised in “gironi” .  Beyond being a  
geographical ly  s ituated place,  purgatory is  a  human condit ion,  a  process 
of  puri f icat ion or  temporary punishment where souls  of  those who die  
depend on self-achievement,  compassion and imagination to be prepared 
for  redemption.  However,  her concept distances i tself  f rom Dante’s  epic  
poem simply using its  structure as  a  tool  to organise works inside what we 
could imagine is  a  horizontal  representation Mount Purgatory,  that  is  a 
vessel ,  or  Nauti lus shel l  that  gets  smaller  and smaller  as  i t  grows to end up 
in a rabbit  hole,  which could stand for  the Pearly  Gate.  
 
Art ists :  Mark Aerial  Waller,  Athanasios Argianas,  Athanasios Argianas 
& Nick Laessing,  Rossella Biscotti,  Adam Chodzko,  Josef Dabernig,  
Martin Ebner,  The Errorists,  Elsebeth Jørgensen,  Anja Kirschner,  
Domenico  Mangano, Tom McCarthy,  Christoph Schlingensief,  Carolee 
Schneemann, Michael  Stevenson.   
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“Hotel Paradies” 
curated by Nadja Argyropoulou 
 

•  Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court),  Water Plaza,  
Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
Between the only common certainty that is  death and the endless 
possibi l i ty  that  is  after- l i fe ,  there is  a   k ind of  terr ible tension,  the very 
spark of  everything that  is :  Desire .  In  this  l ight,  Paradise can be 
understood as “Desire unleashed”.  Not as  an idyl l ic  place ( is land,  garden,  
Arcadia)  of  bl iss  and innocence regained.  As a  monument constantly  r is ing 
towards i ts  ruination,  as  something equally  rooted in and free of  the land,  
as  a  paradox that  punctures t ime,  the Hotel  Paradies is  such a la ir  of  
Desire .  The name derives from a rather  common language corruption;  one 
which serves as  a  start ing and end point  for  the conceptual  references of  
this  exhibit ion.  Paradies :  This  which l ies next  to and beyond death.  I t  is  
therefore a name that  invokes an era when no names existed.  
 
Art ists :  Kenneth Anger,  Apophenia,  Daniel  Arsham, Zoe Beloff,  
Manfredi  Beninati ,  Paul  Chan,  Savvas Christodoulides,  EVP,  Zoi  
Gaitanidou,  Yiannoulis  Halepas,  Infinite Library (Harris  Epaminonda & 
Daniel  Gustav Cramer),  International Necronautical  Society ( INS),  
Vassil is  Karouk,  Dionisis  Kavall ieratos,  Joachim Koester,  Sandra 
Kranich,  Robert Kuśmirowski,  Cristina Lei  Rodriguez,  Paul  Noble,  
Saskia Olde Wolbers,  Nikos Gavrii l  Pentzikis,  Saprophytes,  Markus 
Selg,  Robert  Smithson,  Christiana Soulou,  Jan Švankmajer,  Alexandros 
Tzannis,  Unknown Artist,  Marie Wilson Valaoritis  & Nanos Valaoritis,  
Jakub Julian Ziolkowski.   
 
 
“How many Angels can Dance on the Head of a Pin?” 
curated by Christopher Marinos 
 

•  Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court),  Water Plaza,  
Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
How many angels  can dance on the head of  a  pin? is  one of  the s ix  
curatorial  projects  of  the 2nd Athens Biennial .  The exhibit ion traces the 
spir itual  meaning of  paradise more as a  ‘possibi l i ty ’  or  ‘promise’  within the 
dai ly  spectre of  l i fe  and less  as  a  redemptive phenomenon located in an 
afterl i fe .  Divided into three sections,  the exhibit ion features works which 
together explore the idea of  a  domest icated heaven:  The f irst  sect ion is  
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equivalent to real ity enforcement and the way one remembers Paradise 
through a glass  darkly ;  in  stark contrast ,  the second section corresponds 
to psychedel ic  journeys,  decadent dreams,  theatr ical  gestures and utopian 
constellat ions;  whi le the last  one is  symbolized by an overwhelming 
feel ing of  lonel iness,  a  sense of  foreboding melancholy as wel l  as  an 
i rrepressible impulse of  repetit ion.  
 
Art ists :  Bruce Bail l ie,  Mieke Bal,  Lydia Dampassina,  Dora Economou, 
Angus Fairhurst,  Harun Farocki,  Leon Frantzis,  Lothar Hempel,  
Andreas Kassapis,  Panayiotis  Loukas,  Ursula Mayer,  Kris  Martin,  Marc 
Nagtzaam, OMIO, Adrian Paci,  Nina Papaconstantinou,  Angelos 
Papadimitriou,  Société Réaliste,  Kostas Roussakis,  Yannis Skourletis,  
Christian Tomaszewski,  Mark Wallinger.   
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A r t i s t s  
 
 

 

• Mark Aerial Waller  

Born 1969, High Wycombe. Lives and work in London. 

• Alexis Akrithakis 

Athens, 1939 – 1994. 

• Lara Almarcegui 

Born 1972, Zaragoza. Lives and works in Rotterdam. 

• An Architektur 

Live and work in Berlin. 

• Kenneth Anger  

Born 1927, Santa Monica. Lives and works in Hollywood. 

• Apophenia 

Live and work in Athens. 

• Athanasios Argianas 

Born 1976, Athens. Lives and works in Athens and London. 

• Athanasios Argianas & Nick Laessing 

Live and work in London. 

• Daniel Arsham    

Born 1980, Cleveland. Lives and works in New York and Miami.  

• Νikos Arvanitis 

Born 1979, Athens. Lives and works in Leipzig. 

• Michel Auder  

Born 1945, France. Lives and works in Brooklyn. 
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• Bruce Baillie 

Born 1931, Aberdeen. Lives and works in Camano Island.   

• Mieke Bal 

Lives and works in Athens.  

• Barking Dogs  

Live and work in Leipzig. 

• Thomas Bayrle  

Born 1937, Germany. Lives and works in Frankfurt. 

• Zoe Beloff  

Born 1958. Lives and works in New York. 

• Erick Beltran 

Born 1974, New Mexico. Lives and works in Barcelona. 

• Manfredi  Beninati 

Born1970, Palermo. Lives and works in Campagnano Romano. 

• Rossella Biscotti 

Born 1978 in Molfetta, Italy. She lives and work in Rotterdam, The Netherlands. 

• Broadcast Group 

Live and work in Athens. 

• The Callas 

Live and work in Athens. 

• Eloisa Cartonera 

Lives and works in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

• Centre for Research Architecture - Goldsmiths College 

Live and work in London.  

• Paul Chan  

Born 1973, Hong Kong. Lives and works in New York. 

• Adam Chodzko 

Born 1965, London. Lives and works Whitstable, Kent.  

• Savvas Christodoulides  

Born 1961, Pafos. Lives and works in Nicosia.  
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• Collective Actions 

Founded in 1976 by Andrei Monastirsky. 

• Jef Cornelis  

Detroit 1932 - Cairo 1997. 

• Coti  

Lives and works in Athens. 

• Roberto Cuoghi  

Born 1973, Modena. Lives and works in Milan. 

•Josef Dabernig 
Born 1956 in Kötschach-Mauthen, Austria. He lives and works in Vienna, Austria. 

• Lydia Dambassina 

Born 1951, Thessaloniki. Lives and works in Athens. 

• Marianna Castillo Deball 

Born 1975, Mexico City. Lives and works in Berlin and in Amsterdam.  

• Anastasia Douka 

Born 1979. Lives and works in Athens. 

•Martin Ebner 

Born 1965 in Vienna, Austria. He lives and works in Berlin, Germany. 

• Dora Economou 

Born 1974. Lives and works in Athens. 

• Electronic Voice Phenomena  

• Em Kei 

Lives and works in Athens. 

• The Errands  

Live and work in Athens. 

• The Errorists 

Live and work in London. 

• Angus Fairhurst 

Kent, 1966 – 2008.  

• Harun Farocki 

Born 1944, Nový Jičín (Neutitschein). Lives and works in Berlin. 
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• Filopappou Group 

Live and work in Greece. 

• Luke Fowler  

Born 1978. Lives and works in Glasgow. 

• Leon Frantzis 

Piraeus 1889 - Athens 1965. 

• Zoi Gaitanidou 

Born 1971 in Athens. Lives and works in Berlin. 

• Dora García 

Born 1965, Valladolid, Spain.  Lives and works in Brussels. 

• Andrea Geyer 

Born 1971, Germany.  Lives and works in Freiburg and New York. 

• Michael Gibson 

Born 1962. Lives and works in Atlanta. 

• Benita & Immanuel Grosser 

Live and work in Hamburg. 

• André Guedes 

Born 1971. Lives and works in Lisboa. 

• Yiannoulis Halepas 

Tinos 1851- Athens 1938. 

• Lothar Hempel  

Born 1966, Cologne. Lives and works in Berlin. 

• Dorothy Iannone  

Born 1933, Boston.  Lives and works in Berlin. 

• Infinite Library (Harris Epaminonda & Daniel Gustav Cramer) 

Live and work in Berlin. 

• International Necronautical Society (INS) 

Founded in 1999. Live and work in London.  

•Elsebeth Jørgensen  

Born 1970 in Ringkøbing, Denmark. She lives and works in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
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• Tadeusz Kantor 

1915 -1990, Polland. 

• Vassilis Karouk  

Born 1977. Lives and works in Athens. 

• Andreas Kasapis & Giannis Skourletis  

Live and work in Athens. 

• Dionisis Kavallieratos 

Born 1979. Lives and works in Athens. 

• Reijo Kela  

Born 1952, Finland. Lives and works in Helsinki. 

• Anja Kirschner  

Born 1977, Munich. Lives and works in London. 

• Joachim Koester  

Born 1962, Copenhagen. Lives and works in Copenhagen and New York. 

• Sandra Kranich  

Born 1971, Ludwigsburg. Lives and works in Frankfurt. 

• Ferdinand Kriwet  

Born 1942. Lives nad works in Düsseldorf. 

• Robert Kuśmirowski  

Born 1973, Łódź. Lives and works in Lublin (Polland). 

• Antti Laitinen 

Born 1975. Lives and works in Helsinki. 

• Kalup Linzy 

Born 1977, Stuckey.  Lives and works in Brooklyn. 

• Maria Loboda 

Born 1979,  Krakow. Lives and works in Frankfurt am Main.  

• Panayiotis Loukas  

Born 1975. Lives nad works in Athens. 

• Tea Mäkipää 

Born in Lahti, 1973 (Finland). 
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• Domenico  Mangano 

Born 1976, Palermo. Lives and works in Palermo and in Rome. 

• Babette Mangolte  

Born 1941, Montmorot – France. Lives and works in New York. 

• Miltos Manetas 

Born 1964, Athens. Lives and works in Milan, London, Paris and Low Angeles. 

• Kris Martin  

Born 1972, Kortrijk . Lives and works in Gent. 

• Ursula Mayer 

Born 1970, Ried im Innkreis. Lives and works in London.  

• Tom McCarthy 

Born 1969. Lives and works in London. 

• Malcolm McLaren  

Born 1946, London. 

• Ryan McNamara 

Born 1979, Phoenix.  Lives and works in New York.  

• Marc Nagtzaam 

Born 1968, Helmond. Lives and works Antwerp. 

• Rosalind Nashashibi & Lucy Skaer 

Live and work in London. 

• Jennifer Nelson & Dimitris Kotsaras 

Jennifer Nelson: Lives and works in Athens. 

Dimitris Kotsaras: Lives and works in Athens. 

• Paul Noble   

Born 1963, Dilston. Lives and works in London. 

• NSK 

Live and work in Slovenia. 

• Saskia Olde Wolbers  

Born 1971, Breda. Lives and works in London. 

• OMIO 

Live and work in Athens. 
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• Martin Oppel  

Born 1976, Buenos Aires.Lives and works in Miami. 

• Lucy & Jorge Orta  

Live and work in Paris. 

• Anna Ostoya  

Born 1978, Polland. Lives and works in New York. 

• Adrian Paci  

Born 1969, Shkoder. Lives and works in Milan. 

• Palaio Faliro artists group 

Founded by Ioannis Krystallopoulos in 1975. 

• Christodoulos Panayiotou 

Born 1978, Limassol [Cyprus].  Lives and works in Berlin. 

• Nina Papaconstantinou 

Born 1968, Athens. Lives and works in Ioannina. 

• Angelos Papadimitriou  

Born 1953, Kiato. Lives nad works in Athens. 

• Maria Pask 

Born 1969, Cardiff. Lives and works in Amsterdam. 

• Nikos Gavriil Pentzikis 

Thessaloniki, 1908 – 1993. 

• Mai-Thu Perret 

Born 1976, Geneva. Lives and works in Geneva and in Berlin. 

• Angelo Plessas 

Born 1974. Lives and works in Athens. 

• Cesare Pietroiusti & Matteo Fraterno 

Live and work in Italy. 

• Lisi Raskin  

Born 1974, Miami. Lives and works in Brooklyn. 

• Ry Rocklen 

Born 1978. Lives and works in LosAngeles. 
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• Kostas Roussakis 

Born 1971, Moschato. Lives and works in Athens. 

• Cristina Lei Rodriguez  

Born 1974, Miami. Lives and works in New Haven (USA) 

• Willem de Rooij  

Born 1969, Beverwijk . Lives and works in Amsterdam and in Berlin. 

• Natascha Sadr Haghighian 

Born 1968, Sachsenheim, Germany. Lives and works in Berlin. 

• Saprophytes 

Based in Athens 

• Christoph Schlingensief 

Born 1960, Oberhausen. Lives and works in Berlin.  

• Lasse Schmidt Hansen 

Born 1978, Albertslund, Dennmark. Lives and works in Rotterdam. 

• Carolee Schneemann  

Born 1939, Fox Chase. Lives and works in New York. 

• Markus Selg 

Born 1974, Singen. Lives and works in Berlin. 

• Robert Smithson  

Passaic 1938 – 1973 (USA). 

• Societé Realiste 

Founded in 2004, Paris. 

• Ettore Sottsass  

1917 Innsbruck – 2007 Milan. 

• Christiana Soulou 

Born 1961. Lives nad works in Athens. 

• Michael Stevenson  

Born 1964, New Zeland. Lives and works in Berlin.  

•Joulia Strauss 

Born 1974 in St. Petersburg, Russia. She lives and works in Berlin, Germany. 
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• Superflex  

Founded in 1993. Based in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

• Jan Švankmajer 

Born 1934. Lives and works in Prague. 

• Christian Tomaszewski  

Born 1971, Gdansk. Lives and works in New York. 

• Sue Tompkins 

Born 1971. Lives and works in Glasgow.  

• Alexandros Tzannis  

Born 1979. Lives and works in Athens and in Berlin. 

• Unknown Artist 

• Kostis Velonis 

Lives and works in Athens. 

• Mark Wallinger  

Born 1959, Chigwell. Lives and works in London. 

• Water Girls, Water Boys [Urban Void,  Nomadic Architecture Network,  Flux 

Factory,  Coharchitects]  

Live and work in Athens. 

• Adrian Williams  

Born 1977 in Oregon, U.S. Lives and works in Frankfurt, Germany. 

• Marie Wilson Valaoritis & Nanos Valaoritis  

Live and work in Athens. 

• Hsuan Hsuan Wu  

Lives and works in Taipei. 

• Krzysztof Wodiczko 

Born 1943, Poland.  Lives and works in New York.  

• Ykon 

Live and work in Helsinki. 

• Jakub Julian Ziolkowski  

Born 1880, Zamosc. Lives and works in Krakow. 
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Andreas Angelidakis is  an architect  (Bachelor  of  Architecture Sci-ARC,  

1992;  MSAAD Columbia University ,  New York,  1995) .  Angel idakis  maintains 

an experimental  architectural  practice,  whose focus spans the gap 

between ideas and bui ldings,  often using contemporary art  as a  testing 

f ield and new technologies as  thinking environments.  Angelidakis  has 

lectured in Europe,  US and Asia,  and his  work has been the subject  of  or  

included in exhibit ions at  the Centre  d’  art  contemporain in Grenoble,  MU 

Foundation in Eindhoven,  Fargfabriken in Stockholm, National  Museum of  

Contemporary Art  in Athens (EMST) ,  Sonar Fest ival  in  Barcelona,  Venice 

Biennial  2000,  Sao Paolo Biennial  2002,  Experimenta Design Biennial  

L isbon,  Netherlands Architecture Inst itute in  Rotterdam and elsewhere.   

His  work appears  in numerous publicat ions,  such as  L ’A r ca ,  P u r pl e ,  

I n t e r vi e w ,  A r k i t e k t e n ,  N e w  Yo r k T i me s ,  Vi si o na i re ,  C i ti z e n K ,  Contempo ra ry ,  

A r t f o r u m ,  M e t r o po li s  M ,  T ex t f ie l d ,  among others.  In  2008 Damdi 

Architectural  publ ishing in Korea published the f irst  monograph on his  

work,  entit led I n t e r n e t  S u b u r b i a .  (www.angel idakis .com) 

 

Nadja Argyropoulou is  an independent curator  based in Athens.  She has 

received a Bachelor’s  degree in History & Archaeology (National  and 

Kapodistr ian University  of  Athens)  and a Master ’s  degree in Art  History 

and Theory (Essex University ,  UK) .  From 1993 to 2001 she was the Director  

of  Cultural  Programming and Public  Affairs of  the Hellenic  American Union 

in Athens.  In 2003,  she was Head of  Culture and Image at  the Department 

of  the EU Hel lenic  Presidency Bureau,  Ministry of  Foreign Affairs .  She was 
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the assistant curator for  the Greek Pavi l ion at  the 2005 and 2007 Venice 

Biennials  and col laborated with the 1 s t  Athens Biennial  2007.  

Argyropoulou has curated a number of  exhibit ions,  most recently  W ha t  

r e m a i n s  i s  f u t u r e  (within the Programme of  Patras European Capital  of  

Culture,  2006) ,  and I  S y g h ro n i  E l l in i k i  S k i n i ,  (Art  Athina,  2007) .  Furthermore,  

she has curated and organised a large number of  cultural  events in Greece 

and abroad (dance,  c inema,  music  and theatre productions,  conferences,  

projects  on ecology,  etc) .  S ince 2007 she has been col laborating with the 

DESTE Foundation Center  for  Contemporary Art .  She contr ibutes to 

magazines and newspapers in Greece and abroad and writes texts  for  solo 

and group exhibit ions.  

 

Diana Baldon is  an I tal ian curator  and writer ,  currently based in Vienna,  

where she is  Associate Curator  of  the group exhibit ion A  Q u e s t i o n  o f  

E v i d e n c e,  opening in November 2008 at  Thyssen-Bornemisza Art  

Contemporary.  She received a Master ’s  degree in Creative Curating at  

Goldsmiths Col lege,  University  of  London,  in 2002.  Since then,  she has 

real ised exhibit ions international ly  including,  among others ,  L e f t  P o p  at  

the 2007 Moscow Biennale,  M a r i e t j ca  P o t rc / K y o n g P a r k  at London’s  Cubitt  

Gal lery,  A f t e r  E f f e c t  at  Centre d’Art  Neuchâtel .  Between 2007-08 Baldon 

was Curator  In Residence at  the Academy of  Fine Arts  Vienna,  where she 

devised the D e m o n s tr a t io n s ra um  exhibit ion programme and taught the 

seminar C u r a t o ri a l  St u d i e s  within the Department of  Art  Theory and 

Cultural  Studies.  She regular ly  contr ibutes to international  art  magazines 

including,  among others ,  A r t f o r u m  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  U n tit l e d ,  T em a  C e le s t e  and 

E x i t .  Her  cr it ical  writ ing has appeared in a  number of  art ists ’  catalogues as  

wel l  as  in the crit ical  readers  M en  i n B la c k  –  Ha n d book o f  C u r a tor i a l  P ra c t i c e  

(Revolver  Books,  2004) ;  LA N D ,  A R T:  A  Cu l t u r a l  E c ol o gy  Han db o o k  (Royal  

Society of  Arts ,  2006).   

 

Christopher Marinos  i s  a  writer  and curator  based in Athens.  He is  the 

founder and co-editor  (with Thanos Stathopoulos)  of  the onl ine art  
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magazine k a p u t  (www.kaput.gr) .  In  2005-06,  he worked as an art  

historian/researcher for  the National  Museum of Contemporary Art  in 

Athens (EMST) .  He was the editor  of  P o s s i b i l i t ie s :  I n t e r vi e w s w i t h  Y o un g  

G r e e k  Art ists  ( futura,  Athens,  2006) and M ea t s p a ce :  A r t  in  a  S t a t e  o f  

E m e r g e n c y  (www.meatspaceart .org) .  S ince 2002,  Marinos has been 

contr ibuting regular ly  to various Greek art  journals  and exhibit ion 

catalogues.  In  2006-07,  he co-edited (with Xenia Kalpaktsoglou)  the visual  

arts  sect ion in V e l v e t  monthly magazine.  He is  the Athens correspondent 

for  F l a s h  A r t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and M o d e rn  Pa in t e r s ,  and a founding member of  

the R ea d i ng  G r o u p  (http://readinggroupathens.blogspot.com).   

 

Chus Martínez is  the chief  curator  of  MACBA in Barcelona and the director  

of  the Frankfurter  Kunstverein in  Frankfurt ,  where together with a 

curatorial  team consist ing of  Katja  Schroeder and Tobi  Maier ,  she runs the 

inst itution’s  exhibit ions programme, as  wel l  as  an international  residency 

programme for  art ists ,  writers ,  art  historians and curators ,  and administers  

dynamic forms of  public  programming,  including a focused series  of  art ist  

talks  entit led W h e n  K i t t e n s B e c o m e  C a t s .  Under her direct ion,  the 

Frankfurter  Kunstverein has foregrounded the notion of  the ‘social  

imagination’  through group exhibit ions (W h en e v e r i t  S t a r t s  i t  is  t h e R ig h t 

T i m e,  Apri l  2007 and P e n se e  S a u v a g e:  o n  F r e e d o m ,  June 2007) ,  a longside 

solo presentations.  From 2002 to 2005 Mart ínez was the art ist ic  director  of  

Sala Rekalde in Bi lbao,  where she focused on commissions and 

presentations of  new projects  by art ists  such as Sergio Prego,  Sharon 

Lockhardt ,  Azucena Vietes and Mark Lewis .  In  2005,  she produced,  

together  with Lars  Bang Larsen and Carles  Guerra,  a  large-scale group 

exhibit ion entit led T he  In v i s i bl e  I n s u r r e c t ion  o f  a  M il l io n M in d s .  In  2005 she 

was also the commissioner of the Cyprus Pavi l ion for  the 51 s t  Venice  

Biennial ,  featuring work by art ists  Panayotis  Michael  and Konstantia  

Sofokleus.  She is  an active lecturer in various universit ies  and col leges,  

such as Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona,  Royal  Col lege of  Art  in 
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London,  and Bard Col lege in New York,  and regularly  contr ibutes to books 

and publications.  

 

Dimitris  Papaioannou studied alongside the art ist  Yannis  Tsarouchis .  He 

has worked as a  painter ,  performer,  comic book creator ,  choreographer 

and director .  He founded Edafos Dance Theatre and created al l  the 

company’s works.  He conceived and directed the Opening and Closing 

Ceremonies of  the Athens 2004 Olympic Games.  In  2006 he created ‘2’ .  

 

Cay Sophie Rabinowitz,  born in Norfolk ,  Virginia,  resides in New York and 

Berl in .  While  a  graduate student in the PhD Programme of  Comparative  

Literature at  Emory University ,  she relocated to Berl in  in 1991 to research,  

write and curate.  She is  currently  working on a book about the 90s art  

scene in Berl in ,  and has authored numerous monographs,  exhibit ion 

catalogues and books about contemporary art ists .  Rabinowitz  is  a  regular  

contr ibutor  to periodicals ,  such as A r t  i n  A m e ri c a ,  A r t  P a p e rs ,  T e x t e  z ur  

K u n s t  and B o il e r ,  as wel l  as  Fi n a n c ia l  T im e s  and Fr a n k f u r te r  A l l g em e in e 

Z e i t u n g .  S ince 2001 she has been on the faculty at  Parsons,  the New 

School  of  Design.  From 1999 unti l  2007 she was Senior  Editor  of  P a r k e t t ,  

the international  publ ication of  contemporary art ,  and unti l  recently she 

was the Art ist ic  Director  for  Art  Basel .  

 

Zafos Xagoraris  studied at  the Athens School  of  Fine Arts  and the 

Massachusetts  Inst itute of  Technology.  His  Ph.  D.  thesis  is  focused on “The 

construction of  miracles and the surpris ing techniques of  Hero of  

Alexandria”  (National  Technical  University  of  Athens) .  Xagoraris ’s  work 

consists  of  ser ies  of  drawings,  public  sound instal lat ions and devices.  He 

teaches at  the Athens School  of  Fine  Arts and was the co-curator  of  the 

Greek representation at  the Venice Biennale of  Architecture in  2004.   

Recent shows include:  D i s ta n t  S o u n d s  (sound instal lat ion) ,  Manifesta 7,  

Rovereto (2008) ;  T ra n s ex p e ri en c e s ,  group exhibit ion organised by the 

National  Museum of Contemporary Art  in  Athens (EMST) ,  798 Art  Space,  
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Beij ing (2008) ;  H e t e r o t o p i a s ,  1 s t  Thessaloniki  Biennial ,  Thessaloniki  (2007) ;  

B i e n a l  F in  d e l  M un do ,  the 1 s t  Biennial  of  the End of  the World,  Ushuaia 

(2007) ;  H o w  t o  l e a v e  t o g e t h e r ,  27 t h  Sao Paolo Biennial ,  Sao Paolo (2006);  

L o c a l  A m p s ,  a .antonopoulou.art ,  Athens (2006).  

 

XYZ  are Xenia Kalpaktsoglou,  Poka-Yio and August ine Zenakos,  a  

curatorial  tr io that  founded the Athens Biennale in 2005.  They curated the 

1 s t  Athens Biennale 2007 DESTROY ATHENS.  

 

 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 
                                                              

2n d Athens Biennale 2009 
HEAVEN 

 
 
Curators:  
Nadja Argyropoulou 
Diana Baldon 
Christopher Marinos 
Chus Mart ínez 
Dimitr is  Papaioannou & Zafos Xagoraris  
Cay Sophie Rabinowitz 
 
Art ist ic  Directors:  
ΧΥΖ 
 
Exhibit ion Design:   
Andreas Angel idakis 
 
General  Coordinator :   
Nicky Tsianti  
 
Assistant Curator :   
E leanna Pontikaki  
 
Communication Coordinator :   
Tat iana Verbi  
 
Communication Design:   
bios 
 
Project  Managers:   
Dimitr is  Karyofi l l is ,  Glykeria  Stathopoulou,  Anna Varoucha 
 
Venue Manager:   
Jason Kontovrakis 
 
Curatorial  Assistants :                                                                                                       
Yiannis Dalakas (Team Coordinator)                                                                                    
Ral lou Avramidou                                                                                                                      
Ioanna Zoul i                                                                                                                            
Atonis  Kontroyiannis  
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Leda Kotronaki                                                                                                                         
Lena Lekou 
Mackenzie Schneider                                                                                                                     
Antonia Chouvarda 
 
Exhibit ion Design Team: 
I rene Anthouli  
Sotir is  Vasi l iou 
Pavlos Bakayiannis 
Dimitr is  Si la idos 
Nana Stathi  
 
Production Assistants:  
Sof ia  Pissimissi  
Christ ina Christodoulou 
 
Interns:   
Yiota Arvanit i  
Charlotte Duparc 
El isa Gigliott i  
Lena Karra 
Panayiotis  Bredimas 
Di lek Ozkan 
 
Off ice Manager:  
Mari lena Patr idou  
 
Venue Construction:  
KDI  contract  
 
AV Instal lat ion:  
Vidisquare AV Solutions and Video Rental  
 
Exhibit ion Lighting:  
Savvas Charalambidis  
 
Transport :  
Nai l  2  Nai l  by VelosTrans S.A.  
Move Art  S.A.  
 
Insurance:  
LLOYD’S –  G.  Karavias & Associates 
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Assistants to the Coordinating Editor :  
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Andreas Angel idakis   
Nadja Argyropoulou 
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Christopher Marinos 
Chus Mart ínez 
Yiorgos Papadopoulos 
Dimitr is  Papaioannou & Zafos Xagoraris  
Cay Sophie Rabinowitz 
Yorgos Tzirtz i lakis 
 
Translat ions:  
Nikos I l iadis  
Eleanna Panagou 
Dimitr is  Fi l ipoupolit is  
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Copy Editors  -  Proofreaders:  
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2nd Athens Biennale 2009 
HEAVEN 

 
15 June – 4 October 2009 

Preview: 13 & 14 June 2009 
 
 

GENERAL INFO 
 

Exhibition Days & Hours:  
 
Between June 15 t h  and 31 s t  July and between September 1 s t  and October 
4 t h :  Tuesday to Sunday,  12.00 – 00.00.  Closed on Mondays,  except Monday 
June 15 t h ,  when the Biennale opens for the public .  
 
Between August  1 s t  and August  30 t h :  Wednesday to Sunday,  12.00 – 00.00.  
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays.  
 
The exhibit ions wil l  remain closed on Saturday and Sunday,  August  15 t h  & 
16 t h .   
 

Tickets:  
 
12 euro ( ful l ,  for  one vis it  to al l  exhibit ions) ,  8  euro (reduced,  for  one vis it  
to al l  exhibit ions,  students,  over 65s,  disabled and their  escort ,  members 
of  Ε .Ε .Τ .Ε. ,  ICOM, AICA,  IKT) ,  20 euro (non transferable,  for  unl imited vis its  
to al l  exhibit ions) ,  100 euro (group,  for  10 persons,  for  one vis it  to al l  
exhibit ions) ,  50 euro (reduced,  group,   for  10 persons,  for  one vis it  to al l  
exhibit ions,  students,  over  65s,  disabled and their  escort ,  members of  
Ε .Ε .Τ .Ε . ,  ICOM, AICA,  IKT) .  
 

Access:  
 
By TRAM: 
Νο4  SYNTAGMA/SEF  & Νο3 VOULA/SEF: Stop DELTA FALIROU (for  access  
to Esplanade Bui lding (next  to Tae Kwon Do Court) ,  Water Plaza,  Fal i ron 
Olympic Complex) .  Stop AGHIA SKEPI  ( for  access to Vi l lage Center) .  Stop 
TROCADERO (for  access to Fl isvos Marina,  Fl isvos Breakwater ,  and P.  Fal i ro 
Park) .  Stop FLISVOS (for  access to Fl isvos Bui lding,  and P.  Fal i ro Beach) .  
Stop BATIS ( for  access to BATIS) .  
 
    

                        8, Acharnon Street, GR-104 32 Athens, Greece | Τ: +30 210 5232.222 | F: +30 210 5232.202 
                        contact@athensbiennial.org | www.athensbiennial.org 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 
                                                              

                        8, Acharnon Street, GR-104 32 Athens, Greece | Τ: +30 210 5232.222 | F: +30 210 5232.202 
                        contact@athensbiennial.org | www.athensbiennial.org 

By BUS:  
130 PEIRAIAS/N.  SMYRNI (Stop:  AGHIA SKEPI)  
A1 PEIRAIAS /  VOULA (Στάση:  AGHIA SKEPI)  
Β1 PEIRAIAS /GLYFADA (  Στάση:  AGHIA SKEPI)  
550 KIFISSIA/SYGGROU (  Στάση:  FAROS) 
217 PEIRAIAS /DAFNI  (  Στάση:  AGHIA SKEPI)  
 
By TROLLEY: 
10  TZITZIFIES/CHALANDRI.  Stop:  TZITZIFIES.  From there,  TRAM 3,  BUSSES 
Α1,  Β1 ( info l ine:  185)  
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Preview Schedule Preview Schedule 

  
Saturday 13th June 2009Saturday 13th June 2009  
Exhibitions and events are open throughout the day for accredited press representatives and professionals. 
 
12.00 Exhibition open 

Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court), Water Plaza, Faliron Olympic 
Complex 
Visit to the exhibitions: 
- “World Question Centre”, curated by Chus Martínez 
- “For the Straight Way is Lost”, curated by Diana Baldon 
- “Splendid Isolation, Athens”, curated by Cay Sophie Rabinowitz 
- “Hotel Paradies”, curated by Nadja Argyropoulou 
- “How Many Angels Can Dance on the Head of a Pin?”, curated by Christopher 

Marinos 
 
16.00 – 18.00 Press Conference 
 Glass Building, Water Plaza (next to the Esplanade Building) 
 
18.00 – 20.00 Press Preview 

Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court), Water Plaza, Faliron Olympic 
Complex 
Tour to the exhibitions: 
- “World Question Centre”, curated by Chus Martínez 
- “For the Straight Way is Lost”, curated by Diana Baldon 
- “Splendid Isolation, Athens”, curated by Cay Sophie Rabinowitz 
- “Hotel Paradies”, curated by Nadja Argyropoulou 
- “How Many Angels Can Dance on the Head of a Pin?”, curated by Christopher 

Marinos 
 

18.00 – 20.00 Benita-Immanuel Grosser – Y8, “Participating, at the same time”, Yoga sessions, 
part of “Splendid Isolation, Athens”, Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court), 
Water Plaza, Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
20.00 – 22.30 Visit to the exhibition “Live”, curated by Dimitris Papaioannou & Zafos Xagoraris 

Palaio Faliro Beach  &  Flisvos Building 
 



20.00 – 22.30 Live concerts & performances, throughout the visit to “Live” 
 
20.00 – 21.00      Angelos Panou, part of “Live”, Flisvos Tram Stop 
 
21.00 – 22.00 Koula (joint project by Panayiotis Melidis & Dimitris Papadatos), part of “Live”, 

Flisvos Building surrounding area  
  

22.00 – 22.30  Monica, part of “Live”, Flisvos Breakwater, P. Faliro Beach 
 
22.30 – 00.30        Lounge Party, Flisvos Building 
 
00.30 Performance by Kalup Linzy, part of “Splendid Isolation, Athens”, Faliro Park 

Municipal Café, P. Faliro Beach 
  

 

Sunday 14th June 2009  
Exhibitions and events are open throughout the day for accredited press representatives and professional, 
and for invite holders from 18.00. 
 
12.00 Exhibition opens 

Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court), Water Plaza, Faliron Olympic 
Complex 
Visit to the exhibitions: 
- “World Question Centre”, curated by Chus Martínez 
- “For the Straight Way is Lost”, curated by Diana Baldon 
- “Splendid Isolation, Athens”, curated by Cay Sophie Rabinowitz 
- “Hotel Paradies”, curated by Nadja Argyropoulou 
- “How Many Angels Can Dance on the Head of a Pin?”, curated by Christopher 

Marinos 
 
16.00 – 18.00 Benita-Immanuel Grosser – Y8, “Participating, at the same time”, Yoga sessions, 

part of “Splendid Isolation, Athens”, Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court), 
Water Plaza, Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
18.00 – 20.00 Exhibition Preview (by invitation only) 

Esplanade Building (next to Tae Kwon Do Court), Water Plaza, Faliron Olympic 
Complex 
Visit to the exhibitions: 
- “World Question Centre”, curated by Chus Martínez 
- “For the Straight Way is Lost”, curated by Diana Baldon 
- “Splendid Isolation, Athens”, curated by Cay Sophie Rabinowitz 
- “Hotel Paradies”, curated by Nadja Argyropoulou 
- “How Many Angels Can Dance on the Head of a Pin?”, curated by Christopher 

Marinos 
 
18.30  International Necronautical Society  

INS Declaration on Inauthenticity, Delivered by INS Chief Philosopher Simon 



Critchley and INS General Secretary Tom McCarthy,  part of “Hotel Paradies” , 
Esplanade, Faliron Olympic Complex 

 
20.00 – 22.00 Visit to the exhibition “Live”, curated by Dimitris Papaioannou & Zafos Xagoraris, 

Palaio Faliro Beach & Flisvos Building (by invitation only) 
 
22.00  Live concerts & performances, throughout the visit to “Live” 
 
20.00 – 21.00 Angelos Panou, part of “Live”, Flisvos Tram Stop 
 
21.00 - 21.45  LoveBoat Orchestra, part of “Live”, Flisvos Building surrounding area 

 
21.45 - 22.00         May Roosevelt, part of “Live”, P. Faliro Beach 
 
22.00 – 22.30       Monica, part of “Live”, Flisvos Breakwater, P. Faliro Beach 
 
23.30 Sandra Kranich “Lost Star”, Firework event, part of “Hotel Paradies” , Esplanade, 

Faliron Olympic Complex 
 
00.00 After Party, Water Plaza, Faliron Olympic Complex 
 
 
 
N.B.: To arrange interviews or request additional Press material, or for any further information, please contact the 
Athens Biennale Communication Coordinator Ms Tatiana Verbi on +30 210 52 32 222 or at press@athensbiennial.org 
. 
 

mailto:press@athensbiennial.org


 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
                                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  A t h e n s  B i e n n a l e  
 
 

Major Donors  
 

Mr Dimitr is  Daskalopoulos  
Mr Dakis  Joannou  

Lavrentiadis  Group of Companies 
 

Donors 
 

Ms Mareva Grabowski   
Ms Melina Travlos  
MgME -  A Phobos 

 
Friends 

 
Aegean Air l ines 

Ms Ninetta Vaf ias   
Mr Dimitr is  Gigourtakis   
Ms Tina Daskalantonaki   

Mr George Dragonas  
Mr & Mrs Tryfon & Sophie Koutal idi   

Ms Eleni  Mart inou 
Mr Leonidas Beltsios 

 
and those Fr iends of  the Athens Biennale 

who wish to remain anonymous 
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