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Notice to centres 
 

Withdrawal of Advanced Extension Award (AEA) specifications 
 
 

The JCQ awarding bodies wish to bring to the attention of centres a recent announcement by the 
Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) in the publication: 

Promoting achievement, valuing success: a strategy for 14-19 qualifications 
This concerns the Advanced Extension Award (AEA) qualification.  The announcement was linked to 
the introduction of the new GCE specifications for first teaching from September 2008 with first A level 
awards being made in the June 2010 examination series. 
 
At A level, changes to the specifications have been made to ensure that the assessment places 
emphasis on depth of learning and the ability to make connections across a subject.  ‘Stretch and 
challenge’ have been introduced to the A2 part of the specifications and a new A* grade has been 
introduced to reward exceptional performance.  These aspects of the new GCE specifications overlap 
with the original purpose of the Advanced Extension Award.  Consequently, to avoid duplication of 
provision, the Advanced Extension Award qualification is being withdrawn after the June 2009 
examination series. 
 
The last results for the Advanced Extension Award will be issued along with the GCE results following 
the June 2009 examination series, on 20 August 2009.   
 
This notice applies to the following AEA qualifications offered by the named awarding body on behalf 
of all awarding bodies.  
 

Subject Awarding body 
Biology AQA 
Business OCR 
Chemistry AQA 
Critical Thinking OCR 
Economics AQA 
English OCR 
French OCR 
Geography WJEC 
German CCEA 
History Edexcel 
Irish CCEA 
Latin OCR 
Mathematics Edexcel 
Physics CCEA 
Psychology AQA 
Religious Studies Edexcel 
Spanish Edexcel 
Welsh WJEC 
Welsh as a Second Language WJEC 

 


