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TEXT OF SETACKF BY TWE MTITISTER FOR CULTURE, “q)
ReJARATIIAM , AT A FLREWELL DIMHER GIVEN )

EE. §.
BY wiM FOR MK, ALEX JOSEY AT SRI TEMASEK ON
SULIDAY , JULY 18, 1265

48 this farewell dinner tonight to ~alex Josey will sonner

or later came to the notice_ of some Alliance Ministers, I
thought it .best to invite the Fress, both local and foreign,
as objective witnesses to what rappens rere and whgt;;aa said
| , . here. I wéuld _also like to étate here, for'the protection of
such foreign correspondents as are present, that this dinner
is being given by me and not by tre foreign correspondenta.
It is necesoary to maka tris clear because terms likb H{nter-
ference in domestic politics" and "fomenting gécia)tili—will"
' are being pomewhat generously erxrlied to anything which
disﬁlegsea certain «lliance leaders. ‘
There is nothigg we can do about Alex Jbaey's_expulsion.
On Tuesdaékmorning he will make-history by beiné thé first
foreign correspondent té be expelled from either coionial
ialaya or from an indeppndent democratic Nalayaia. 1 he wants
to look on the bright ‘side of an otherwise sinister episode he
can gather some comrort from the fact that he has an addition
to the Order of Morit: from the Nile of which, I know, he is
proud. ' - ‘ . .
Thié‘is the Cider o dxraloion :gciuglg beatowbd-on bhim.
Though there_is hothing we can do about Alexyiogey'g
gxguleioﬁ order there is a great deal we intend to?dp about
other ordgrs trat certain politieians ip Kuele iﬂmﬁurlgre most
anxious to confer on FPaP leaders. "e k"°; for a fact that certuin,
UMNO extremists have been publicly agitating for the conferrment
of a detention order on the Frime Minister of Singapore. Ve
also_ know that certain investigations were set aroot to find ot
whether Br. Lee Kuan Yew had all the necessary qug.lifications.

Fortunately the ......2/-




Fortunately:tre Tengku'shstatqment from London kas asgured us

that our Prime Mipister was done .notring to merit such an roncur..

0

Wowever, Inche Senu's speech, as reporteu in today 8
newspapers 18 evasive in regard to the agitation for the arrest
of Mr, Lee.-

-

,ccording to the Sunday Times:

"Referning to Mr. Jornson's prediction that any action
taken against Mr. Lee Kuan gew could 'perhaps provoke
civil war' in Malaysia, Inche Senu asked: Does Mpr.
Johnson really believe that the Chinese masses are
bebind Mr. Lee Kuan Yew and that Mr, Lee truly represents
the unity of the Chinese. Does Mr. Johnson also believe
thet the whole issue of the British presence in Halaysie
depende solely on one man -- Mr. Lee Kuan Yew,"

A less 31nlster and more straightforward answer to Mr,

would
Johnaon, ... I would pave thought/have been:

"Mr. Johnson's progneeis is unfounded because we ave not
the slightest Intention of arreating Mr. Lee Yor, as the
Tengku said, threre is no evidence to justify his| arrest."
4s 1t is, Inche depu is keeping the cell door andthis_positier
open. e know that tre expulsion of Mr, Josey was a sért“of
maken, keckil to whet tre .appetite of tre extremiéts fof the
main dish_ -=- the arrest of Mr. Lee, the logical outcome of wrich
mast be the arrest and_detention of other PiF leauers and
eventually all those who do not suplnely accept the kipd of
Malaysia the extremists have in mind. Inche Sen% hasg b?trayed
what 1s at the back of hiB mind when he said yesterday that thera
are two kinds of Eulnyglnn: . *honzs win zue lalayaia “as
a right" and those Who should be grateful for being allowed bo
enjoy this right 8iven to them by what Inche Semu calls “"the nutivec.,"
It is in t*is context of the battle for a Malaysian Malaysia
thaf alex Jbsey 8 expulsion -Bhould be seen. The;tongue-in-che&k
claim that blex Josey is being expelled beceuse he has interfercd:?
in domestic politics and fomented racial 1ll-will is explained Ly

the fact thag,“in the circumstances now prevailing, the cheeks

are probably the safest place to keep one's tongue.

FiI‘S no o-.oo-n?ooB/-
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First no concrete evidence has been produced by the
Government to substahtiate the charge of interference Fn domesti:
w

politics. All the evidence produced so far relate to hlex Josey' 3
articles 1n~fbreign Journals. ¥ow telling australiang,‘americans
and Britons what .lex Josey trinks is happening‘in laléygia
constitutes interference in domestic politics I don't know. '
. L bBat one tring I know. ¥ad ZAlex Josey written_ articles abro: -2
whibh pleaeqp alliance extremists, the fact that he was friendls
with FaP Mindsters, the fact thrat he accompanied Mr. Lﬁe Kuan

Yew in his tours abroad would all have been adduced aajtestimony
of Alex &oae&'s non-interference in local politiés andioflbis

~ exemplery. 1mpart1a11ty |

Had he gone further and written articles abroad hlghly

: uncomplimentarv to the PaP and other Opposition parties this wou d
be 1ncontroveruible testlmony of his detachment and impartlality

The Central Government's definition of when a corxespondent

is or is not interfering in domestic politics is not as vague as
41

it may appear. 4 foreign correepondent who boosts the alliance,

willingly or unwillingly, will never be erxpelled on grounds that

3

bhe 18 interfering in domestic politics. 4
_ But tne Central Government has not etated as-categdriqally,

that, in the ipterests of fairplay, 1t will mete out the Josey
treatment toLthose fnoreign corresionderts who create ah unfavourehle
image of Oppbgition parties sbioad. '

Would, for exemple, the Central Governmeni call ug forqign
corrqspond;n@s and reprimand them for sending out unfl%ttering
reports dbou@, say, the FiP? ' o .

I may b? mistaken but I think that is hardly likegf.

_In any case, let me meke it clear that the FaF has not the
slightest intention of presaing the Central Government for fair
treatment 1n thls matter. For one thine we can take criticiams

simply becauae we are confident that we can meet crlticiame in

" any Open..-....-.U/-




any o1 e$ avs ument locally or abroad. At this varwy i!gmheut' T
think, Television Malayniq (sinsapura) is yutting%out the
speech thut Mr. Ten Sievw Sin made last night and whicb wes
highly critical of the FaF. Television Melaysia, Khalq _Lumpur,

has never_recipgocgted.“The“dunday Times headed 1t: "The SIil

i
in Singapore" which I thought was somewrat wittier thran the } 0

Minister's dreary complaints about the fiendigh thrimgs we werc
to with ?mong-sodium glutamate émogg other thinga;
I wés not quite sure wretter the reference waé toi§gg
in Singaéore or the Sin in Siew Sin. I hope Nr, T=za Sidw Sin's
well-knoén sense of humour riscs to the occasion, { .
I thionk you will now see that rlex Josey diad QOt ;o‘much;
interfere 1n local politice &s local politics 1nteﬂfen&!' with

bpim. The extxemista chose him as their first targeﬁ for three

reasons. R
{ R : ‘ ¢

1. Bbcause he was a personal frieud of long -standing of s5::

the Fak Hinistera.

13

2. because bhis rcading of the HMalayslan situation was not
the sort of thing that *he ultras liked to reczd. 5 T

3. It vas safe to take him on because he was ome man and
non=citizen to boot. . T B

The;%bjcct of the exercise was_to see what would be tre
effects oé clobbering .lex Jdosey. Yould the FPiP leaders duck
for cover? That weuld e Ghi URASY 01 1uaCiah correspondeunts
who will wkite about Malaysia even after .ilex stey haa gone?
wow_would fhe local newspapers react to this first mbve toward.
Inche oenu 8 concepsi of "One Voice"? o ,H}

It 1a»not for me to answer the lzst two queatiops. Bat it
bhas nptusucceeded in rewucing F.F leeders into fear or silence.
~and this f;rgt experiment of the extremists in the ailiance tc
prove tha}rthcir thetics can slow down the Malaysian: Malaysia

movement hés been & failure. - i

It has-.oo‘oo-c%‘ 005/.
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1L rrs in fact achieved the oprosite of whet tbey expected,
It has falled to intimidate the FaF leaders. It has given adde.
impetus tpvthe movement towerds a Malaysian Maleysié.’People
now know that there are ultriac wno . e dgtefm}ned to halt the
trend towards.a Mal gysian Malaysia and this they can do only
by eroding democrecy. _ 4

By heedinu the advice of these ultras _the more. responsiblc
leaders 1n the Alliance rave damaged, it not_irretrievably, at
least aeriouely, tre Lmaze of themselves abroad as tolerant anc
democrati; men. This inoge of tremselves as liberal men has
been careful1y and quite justific’_ .y built up for over a decade
How_in oge.fbolish act. cerite all tre frantic attqmpts to
thrtewash the Thole thing, this imege has been badly @amaged.

- Some of their apnlogists are tryiong very hard tfo rpresent
the expulsion of ulex Josey as o victory against deqperate odd:.. '
alex Josey has been presented in somc Haiay Journals as the
repreBenyqtive of rorces bLigger anu stronger.than-ham Fe mené&c. 1
Islam, the Malay race, language: ard cultvre, the integrity and
independence of Malaysia ard tre well-being of Malaysia 8 11
million multi~racial popul“tlor.

Thie victory over nlex Jossy may even go down in our histoe.y
books to Judge by some articlel, .as the Day when thF Nation wao
saved fnmn a fate worse than Jea‘n. .

I ;ookﬁat slex Jozvy ond worder wwaiher_ualaxaip ie all that

wonky that his articles in journ:l's abroad could have brought

b a -

it doug.
Tre problem that the extremt sts must start_worrying about
oQ.Tuesday;morning when Alex Josey takes leave of Malaysia is:

Hﬁo is to ?e the next scapegoat? i/hc is the next gca?egoat to

bg presept;d as endangering Islarn. and insulting the_ﬁalay race?

Who is the:scapegoat t> be brande? rs msetting gntef-racial heiony

They Will ae... /=




Theﬁ will also have to exrlain away how w1thoit alex
Josey the Frime Minister of Sinsepore still contlnues to make
his voicé heerd in Jouroals ubroad and why the Malqysian
Malaysia movement gcthers even greater @omentﬁm?

Tris is one fVing tre ultras will heve to 1ea§n and will
learn -~ you cannot stil1 .tre voice of renson 1nside Mala ysia
op outside Malaysia, By tre very nature of Malaysia tre
exﬁremists uust be in tre minority and their disastroue doctrlne
will never be accepted hy the vast mnjority or all races who
believe in = Malaysian Malaysia because there is no other
alternative for our survival, . |

~nd now may I, on yonr beralf. wish alex Joseg:well in
what must be a heartbreaking effort to stert a freéh life.
I know tﬁat he loved Malsysia and woull have liked nothing
” better than to Spehd even his declining yeers in thga part
of the world. Ve tried to be objective as a Journalist but hre
was not indifferent to the’fate of Malaysia because?he believe
1n'ualay31é. In pre-indepcrdent Maleysia Fre was branded by
big business and big planters &s a Commhhiat.’ﬂe was branded
by some of his fellow Britishers as anti-British. Fe was
branded by pro-Communists as a reactionary. h

and now re is beihg packel off by Alliance extiemists.as

& colonial agent, as enti<asisy, erli-Urleare, a race-monger and
: !

- - bo -

an anti-Malaysian.
=11 tris 18 quite a record for one man. But I think he

loves Malaysia, at lcast as his second home, not to bear any

bitterness towarda it just because of the desperute acts of a

randful of men who don't Know what trey are doing. Many Centre:

Government Ministers and officials know that'withopt compromis. -

bis objectivity as a Journalist he has dore more than they wou.. °

I+ 12 cciboatting anti-Malaysia propagandca

e&broad.

JULY 18, 1965. (Time issued: 2010 hours)




