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The Alliance for Academic Internal Medicine (AAIM) 
has selected Bergitta E. Smith as its new Executive Vice 

President.  Ms. Smith most recently served as Chief Operating 
Officer of the National Patient Safety Foundation and is a 
past Chair of the Board of Directors for the Medical Group 
Management Association.

“I look forward to working with our board members, 
volunteer leaders and staff to move the work of the alliance 
to the next level as we strengthen the five stakeholder 
associations,” Ms. Smith stated.  “I believe that AAIM is poised 
to play a key role in the future of internal medicine education, 
training, research, and patient care delivery.”

The largest academic specialty society, AAIM is a 
consortium of five associations that represent faculty and 
staff in departments of internal medicine at medical schools 
and teaching hospitals in the United States and Canada.  
Departments of internal medicine educate nearly one-third 
of the next generation of physicians, conduct more than 28 
percent of research supported by the National Institutes of 
Health and other entities, and provide high-quality care to 
more patients than any other discipline.

“Bergitta possesses a variety of skills and a deep 

knowledge base, both of which will benefit the associations 
and the staff as AAIM continues to evolve,” explained Charles 
P. Clayton, AAIM Vice President for Policy.  “The entire staff 
looks forward to working with her.”

AAIM consists of the Association of Professors of Medicine, 
the Association of Program Directors in Internal Medicine, 
the Association of Specialty Professors, the Clerkship Directors 
in Internal Medicine, and the Administrators of Internal 
Medicine.  Through these organizations, AAIM represents 
department chairs and chiefs; directors of clerkship, residency, 
and fellowship programs; division chiefs; and academic and 
business administrators as well as other faculty and staff in 
departments of internal medicine and their divisions.

AAIM President D. Craig Brater, MD, is pleased to welcome 
Ms. Smith to the alliance.  “She brings broad experience, passion, 
and energy to the alliance, which is particularly important now 
as we engage in strategic planning that will map an exciting 
future that will be filled with challenges as we contribute to 
shaping health care in the United States,” he noted.

For more information, please contact AAIM Director  
of Meetings and Communications Sheila T. Costa at  
scosta@im.org.  

AAIM Announces New Executive Vice President 

The Association of 
Program Directors in 

Internal Medicine (APDIM) 
awarded Lawrence G. 
Smith, MD, the 2008 
APDIM Dema C. Daley 
Founders Award during 
the 2008 APDIM Spring 
Meeting.  The APDIM 
Dema C. Daley Founders 
Award honors a member 
of the internal medicine 
community recognized 
nationally as an educator, 
innovator, and leader.  Dr. 
Smith’s son, Kristofer L. 
Smith, MD, a resident at 

Mount Sinai School of Medicine, presented the award.
In his nomination letter, Steven E. Weinberger, MD, Senior 

Vice President of the Medical Knowledge and Education 
Division at the American College of Physicians, praised Dr. 
Smith for his commitment: “His enthusiasm is unbridled for 

2008 APDIM Dema C. Daley Founders Award Presented  
to Lawrence G. Smith, MD

medical education, for training the highest quality physicians 
of tomorrow, and for improving the quality of care through 
physician education.” 

Dr. Smith is the Chief Medical Officer of North Shore-
Long Island Jewish Health System and is the founding Dean 
of Hofstra University School of Medicine, which is being 
developed in partnership with North Shore-Long Island Jewish 
Health System and is expected to open in fall 2011.

Prior to joining the North Shore-Long Island Jewish Health 
System in May 2005, Dr. Smith served as Dean of Medical 
Education at Mount Sinai School of Medicine and was founder 
and director of the school’s Institute for Medical Education.  
Before these appointments, Dr. Smith served as Vice Chair of 
Medicine and Program Director in the Department of Internal 
Medicine at Mount Sinai School of Medicine.  

A Regent of the American College of Physicians, Dr. Smith 
is a member and leader of many professional organizations, 
serving on the Board of Directors of the American Board of 
Internal Medicine, as Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
Biomedical Research Alliance of New York, and as a member 
of the Board of Visitors of Fordham University.  He is also a 
former APDIM President.
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Dr. Smith earned his undergraduate degree in physics 
from Fordham University and his MD from New York University 
School of Medicine.  He completed his residency in internal 
medicine at Strong Memorial Hospital, which was followed 
by military service as a Captain in the Army Medical Corps at 
Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center in Denver, CO.  

For more information about the APDIM Dema C. Daley 
Founders Award, please visit the APDIM website at www.
im.org/APDIM.  
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Dane C. Secor
Member Services Assistant
Alliance for Academic Internal Medicine

As part of its “Integrating Geriatrics into the Specialties of 
Internal Medicine:  Moving Forward from Awareness to 

Action” project, the Association of Specialty Professors (ASP) 
awarded a total of $75,000 to five specialty societies for efforts 
to integrate geriatrics into the internal medicine specialties.  
Staff and members from the societies will complete project 
activities by June 2009.  Out of a pool of strong applications, 
ASP funded the following initiatives:

•  The American Gastroenterological Association (AGA) 
Foundation will hold a geriatrics-focused gastrointestinal 
lecture during Digestive Diseases Week 2008.  In addition to 
hosting the lecture, AGA will provide the recorded lecture on 
its website as a geriatric education tool for gastroenterology 
fellows.

•  The American Society of Hematology (ASH) will hold a research 
workshop to discuss myelodysplastic syndrome in the elderly.  
With the combined efforts of the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute, the National Institute on Aging, and the 
National Cancer Institute, ASH will identify what is known and 
what has yet to be learned about myelodysplastic syndrome.

•  The American Society of Nephrology (ASN) Training Program 
Directors will develop an online curriculum for nephrology 
fellows on aging and the kidney.  The curriculum, which will 
focus on the six competencies of the Accreditation Council 
for Graduate Medical Education, will be available on the ASN 
website for training program directors beginning in fiscal 
year 2009.

•  The Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) will create a 
summation or pocket guide for infectious diseases physicians 
on topics discussed during the annual IDSA meeting.  The 
highlighted symposia will focus on navigating the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) system to enhance 
coverage of therapies for common infectious diseases; 
integrating CMS quality indicators into infectious diseases 
clinical practice; and determining strategies for avoiding 
preventable noscomial infections.  This pocket guide and 
summation will be available through the IDSA website to its 
members.

•  The Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM) Geriatrics 
Task Force will host a Distinguished Professor in Geriatrics 
(DPG) program at its annual meeting.  SGIM will expand 
the 2009 DPG program to include a keynote address and 
reception to highlight the professor’s research; a meet 
the professor session;  a geriatrics oral abstract and poster 
session; a one-on-one mentorship opportunity; and a virtual 
networking opportunity for those SGIM members who have 
registered for a geriatrics-focused symposia or session during 
the SGIM annual meeting.

ASP anticipates that the outcomes of these initiatives will 
advance the aging agenda into each specialty society’s strategy 

in an attempt to enhance the care delivered to the elderly 
population.  These and other initiatives to integrate geriatrics 
into the specialties of internal medicine are supported by the 
John A. Hartford Foundation and the Atlantic Philanthropies 
Inc. (USA).

To learn more about the integrating geriatrics project, 
visit the ASP website at www.im.org/AAIM/Development/
IntegratingGeriatrics/IntegratingGeritrics.htm.  

A U T H O R

Erika D. Tarver
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