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OUTLOOK 2011: Retail

On lookout for new stores Start-ups can

By CESAR G. RODRIGUEZ
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

Mall Del Norte is always
on the lookout for new
stores to bring to Lare-
doans, said general manag-
er Kenneth H. Beckmann.

“We have active discus-
sion with at least six other
stores. We will announce
something as the deals are
concluded,” he said.

However, he did say that
Aéropostale is expanding to
meet the demands of the
community and the Mexi-
can shoppers.

Beckmann said Aéropos-
tale is one of the stores
where people line up out-
side even before doors open.

“It has a lot of brand rec-
ognition. It’s popular,” he
added. “Pricing just can’t be
beat.”

Aéropostale is expected
to double its size to 8,000
square feet. The current
store will be relocated tem-
porarily. Customers should
see signs leading them to
the new location soon. The
new store is expected to
open some time in May.

Those who enjoy pizza,
fun and games should
swing by the newest restau-
rant located on the north
side of the mall.

Chuck E. Cheese’s recent-
ly opened its doors. Beck-
mann described the place as
an outstanding place for
families to have fun and just
spend time together.

“It's the greatest enter-
tainment place in Laredo
right now,” he added.

Mall officials are also
looking forward to exhibit
the dresses of the Society of
Martha Washington and Po-
cahontas, a tradition the
mall has done for more
than 20 years.

“They’re amazing to look
at. They're amazing works
of art. It's something you
don’t see everyday” Beck-
mann said. The exhibit is
will stay open until Febru-

ary.
(César G. Rodriguez may

be reached at 7282568 or ce- Customers shop on both levels of J.C. Penney’s retail store at Mall del Norte.

sar@lmtonline.com)
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look to state
for answers

Program helps
small business

has one of the best cli-
mates in the nation for
business. It is one of the
few states that experi-

enced a net increase of

Succeed jobs last year — approxi-
mately 93,000 — and has

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES weathered the recession

Those wishing to start
small businesses of their
own have state resources
to call on.

Several state agencies
offer important resources
for persons interested in
starting small businesses.
The Office of Small Busi-
ness Assistance, for exam-
ple, offers a program
called the Texas Small
Business Summit
(TXSBS), which hosts in-
formative forums across
the state each year. The fo-
rums help Texans obtain
critical information rang-
ing from defining a mar-
ket niche to starting a
new business or growing
an existing one.

Texas.Gov, the official
web portal of the State of
Texas, is a wonderful re-
source for Texans and for
anyone interested in start-
ing a business in the
state. The website pro-
vides a useful guide and
poses the four key ques-
tions every potential busi-
nessperson should ask be-
fore starting a new busi-
ness:

B What is my business
structure?

B What taxes will I
have to pay?

B What licenses and
permits do I need?

B What business re-
quirements must I meet?

Answering the ques-
tions can open a gateway
to a thriving marketplace.
Despite the national eco-
nomic downturn, Texas

much better than many
other states. CNNMoney-
.com named Texas the
number one state to
launch a small business
in in 2010, and CNBC
named it ‘“America’s Top
State for Business.” Mean-
while, Webb County was
among five Texas counties
that Money magazine
ranked among the na-
tion’s top 10 places
“Where the Jobs Are.”

Texas’ public institu-
tions of higher education
also offer small business-
persons access to signifi-
cant resources and infor-
mation. Texas A&M Inter-
national University
(TAMIU), for example, is
home to the Small Busi-
ness Development Center
(SBDC), whose mission is
to “work with existing
and startup businesses to
help them grow and com-
pete in today’s global
economy.”

SBDC carries out its
mission by providing
business owners with one-
on-one counseling regard-
ing a variety of timely
topics. What’s more, it of-
fers multiple training
workshops throughout the
year.

Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-
Laredo, filed Senate Bill
(SB) 63, which would au-
thorize a program to pro-
vide savings incentives
and opportunities for eli-
gible persons to pursue
home ownership, post-sec-
ondary education and

business development.
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'08 MERCURY SABLE 4-D
I8, AUTO, AC, ONLY 31K, #PAGTSD ...

'09 DODGE CHARGER SXT 4-D

'08 CHEVY MALIBU LT 4-D
SO, ALTTO, A, ONLY 30K, MO0OTSA........ e

*10 FORD TAURUS SEL 4-D
SO0, ALTTO, A, ONLY 10K, APTST..cce

08 LINCOLN TOWN CAR SIGNATURE LIMITED 4-0
VO, AUTD, AT, DMLY 30K, PR ... e

'08 FORD MUSTANG SHELBY 6T
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$17,59a
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'08 FORD F-250 CREW CAB XL AX4
SAV8, AUTO, NG, ONLY 21, FITIOBA, ..

'08 FORD F-250 CREW CAB FX4
DIESEL, AUTO, AC, ONLY ST, APAP2N ...

'08 FORD F-250 CREW CAB 4X4
LM T AT —

'08 FORD F-350 CREW CAB LARIAT X4
DIESEL, AUTD, A, MTZRA...... i G ,994

'08 FORD F-250 CREW CAB LARIAT 4X4
DIESEL, AUTO, AC, ONLY S0, #PATON ...

'09 FORD F-350 CREW CAB XLT 4X4
DIESEL, AUTO, AYC, ONLY S6K. PARDS ...

‘08 FORD F-350 CREW CAB LARIAT 4X4
DIESEL, AUTD, A/C, ONLY 47K #17021A $38,994

‘09 FORD F-250 CREW CAB KING RANCH 4X4
DIESEL, ALITO, AT, ONLY 20K, #0760 $42,991

'08 FORD F-350 CREW CAB KING RANCH DUALLY 4X4
DIESEL, AUTD, AC, ELT, OTT0RA ... 343'99‘

$28,991
$31,994

$31,991

$35,594

$37,994

HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8:30 AM-7 PM « SAT. 8:30 AM-6 PM
PARTS & SERVICE: MON.-FRI. 7:30 AM-6 PM « SAT. 7:30 AM-4 PM

888- 659 3080 « WWW DE\{INEFURD coM




