KILCULLEN TO CARLOW

Avoidance of known archaeology was of major importance in the
design process for the N9/N10 Kilcullen to Carlow Road Scheme -
through Constraint, Route Selection and Environmental Impact
Assessment phases.

Subsequently, centreline test-trenching was undertaken along the entire
length of the roadtake, with offset trenches at regular intérvals'to the edges -
215 kms of test-trenches were excavated and*166 sites identified for resolution.
These sites, with a total area 049 ha., were excavatedibetween January 2006
and December 2007. :

Carlow’s earliest known
house was discovered at
Russellstown — a large

1 rectangular, oak built
ﬁiﬁﬁ::ﬁﬁiﬁit;%ixthe ; = | structure that was set within
(7000 - 4000 BO) - very B~ e - ol 2 ringfort-like enclosure.
o e Radiocarbon dating of
hazelnut shells from the
foundation trench has
confirmed that it dates to the
Neolithic (3776 — 3636 BC).

Neolithic

Eight of the sites to the east of
Carlow town have produced
considerable stone tool

significant additions to the
evidence of pre-farming
communities that formerly
inhabited the area and
survived on the migratory
activities of hunting,
gathering and fishing.
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