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intervened between his crucifixion and his re-
surrection? Did he sit down in his Father’s
kingdom and do nothing butslap his hands and
sing praises? His Father unfolded to him the
world of spirits.. He looked upon them and
saw that they were his lawful, legitimate broth-
ers and sisters in the spirit, that they all ce-
scended from the same Father, and he pos-
sessed the natural feeling of anxiety to redeem
his kindred from. their sitnation. The Father
commissioned him to preach the gospel to them
and show them the plan by which they could
be brought up in the resurrection and prepare
themselves for. higher glories. This is the

way that he spent the time, and this is the way!
that every person who holds the priesthood wnll
spend the time that intervenes between hli
death and his resurrection. The spirits of men
are not all that will be employed in this de-
lighttul task; but you too, my sisters, will take
a part therein, for you will hold a portion of
the priesthood with your hushands, and you
will thus do a work, as well as they, that will|
augment that glory which you will enjoy after:
your resurrection. 1

The next thing we will speak of will be the
reward that will be bestowed upon the resur-,
rected Saints. This is something upon which|
all inspired men have spoken and written; and;
itisa theme that rejoices the hearts of the,
Saints while contemplating it.

The Saints will not receive their crowns of.
glory until after their resurrection.. When the
curse in part shall be ren.oved from the wurld;'l
when wickedness and abomination shall be
known no more in the land, then will the
Saints come forth clothed with immortality,
and be crowned with power and glory as a re-
ward for all their labors. No person will be
crowned with power in the eternal world, (we|
are to be kings and priests to God to all Et&rni-l
ty,) unless they have been ordained thereto in
this life, previous to their death, or by some
friend acting as proxy for them afterwards, and
receiving it for them. What ig it to be kings
and priesis? It is so have honor, autherity and
dominion, having kingdems to preside over,
and subjects to govern, and possessing the
ability ever to increase their authority and glo-
1y, and extend their dominion.

Paul perfectly understood that the Saints
would not receive their crowns of reward until
after the resurrection, when he remarked:—
‘I have fought the good fight; I have kept the
faith; and from henceforth is a erown of glory
laid up for me, which the Lord the righteous
Judge shall give me at that day, and not only
me, but to all those whe loye his appearing’

Our beloved sister, whose remains’ are now ~
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before vs, has fallen asleep with the assurance

of a glorious resurrection, and she will come
up, being numbered with those who have
washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb, having passed through
great tribulations, She has a right to this hon-
or- She passed through the Missouri persecu-
tions, with her companion, and was ever faith-
ful and true to the cause of God. Her consti=
tution was destroyed in consequence of the
hardships she there endured, Soon after she
came to Illinois, she was taken sick with the
dropsy, which continued to prey upon her sys-
| tem, and something like two yearsago, through
the advice and counsel ot her friends, she
went with her husbond to the east, for the
 purpose of recovering her health. Some two
| weeks ago she returned to thiscity. Every ex-
ertion was made to restore her to health; but
her disease was of so long standing, and had
become so settled upon her system, that it was
impossible to restore her, and her spirit was
called back to the world of spirits, tn awa.t
that period when she shall be ealied forth from
her grave by the power of the presthood, to
join again with her companion and friends in a
state of immortality, to be cro vned with celes-
fial honors in the kingdom of our God.”

—
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PATRIARCHAL.

Since the publication of the last Times and
Seascms, we have frequently been interrogated
about the meaning of some remarks made hy
Eld. Wm, Smith in an article headed patriarch-
al, and also concerning some expressions in
the editorial connected therewith; and as the
pature of the office of Patriarch, does not seem
1o be fully understood, we thought a little ex-
planation on this point might not be amiss.

“m
————

So far as the editorial is concerned it was
wriiten rather hastily by our junior editor, W*

! W, Phelps, and did not come under our notice

until after it was published. There are some
expressions contained in it, which might have
been worded better and have rendered it less
subject to eriticism; but he assures us that no

| such intention was intended to be conveyed as

that which is conceived by somme. And con-
cerning Brother Wm. Smith, we are better ac~
quainted with bim, and with his views, than to
belicve that he intended to convey any sueh
idea as the one which some persang would put
upon, or gather from his sayings.

*
-
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In regard to the office of Patriarch, William
Smith has been orvained Patriarch fo the
church; but he is not the on'y Patriarch, but
would act as a senior Patriarch, holding the
keys of that priesthood; and his labors wonld
be more especialiy connected with the church
in Zion; and he would 1zke the lead, priori<
ty, or presidency of the Patriarchal office in
this place; and in this capacity if there
should be a council of Patriarchs, he as a mat-
ter of course would preside by right of office —
But every legally ordained Patriarch has the
rame right to bless that he has, and their ad-
ministrations are just as legal as his are. Ev-
ery ordinance that is administered by a legal
administrator, is legal. A priest has jus. as
much right to baptize a person for the remission
of sins as an elder, a high priest, or an apostle;
but he cannot lay on hands for the gift of the
Holy Ghost, because he does not posess the au-
thority to doit; butan elder does, und an elder’s
administration would be just as legal as the ad-
minisiration of any of the beforementioned per-
sons, or as that of the president of the church.

Every father, after he has received his patri-
archal blessing, is a Patriarch to his own fami-
ly: and has the right to confer patriarchal bles-
sings upon kis family; which blessings will be
just aslegal as those conferred by any Patriarch
of the ehurch: in fact itis his right; and a Pa-
triarch in blessing his children, can only bless
a8 his mouth-piece,

A Patriarch to the church is appointed to
bless those who are orphans, or have no father
in the church to bless them. Notas stated in,
advertently, in ‘the cditorial above alluded o
“to bless all, and such as have not a father to
do it,” for this he could not do, where the
church 1s so extensive; the burthen would be
too onerous; hence other Patriarchs have been
ordained, both in this eountry, and in England,
to assist the Patriarch 1o the church, and hence
the provision made ir the Book of Doetrine
and Covenams: *“It is the duty of the Twelve,
in all large branches of the church, to ordain
evangelical minisiers, (Patriarchs) as they shall
be designated unto them by revelation.’ Page
104. And should any of those Patriarchs re-
move here, they have just as much right to md-l
minister in their patriarehal office under the di-
rection of the patriarch to the church, as an el-
der or priest would, who should remove from
one of the branches to this place, under the di-
rection of the prestdency. Brother Wm, Smith
however, -“holds the keys of the patriarchal
blessings upon the heads of all my people,” and
would of necessity have the seniority, and of
course the priority and presidency; yet it would

be left {ur those who wished to be administered

to, to make their choice; just as much as it
would for a candidate for baptism to choose
who should administer to him.

The above is the true doctrine of the church
in regard to this matter, and we speak of it for
the information of the brethren at large, lesy
those who may have received their patriarchal
blessings from other sources, or from their fa-
thers, might be tempted to think they were of
no avail, and also, to set at rest this agitated
question,

We now proceed to answer some of the re-
marks which we have heard:

We have been acked, “Does not patriarch
over the whole chureh” place Brother William
Smith at the head of the whole church as pres-
ident?

Ans. No. Brother William is not patriarch
over the whole church; but patriarch ro the
church, and as such he was ordained. The
expression ‘‘over the whole church,” is a mis-
take made by W. W. Phelps. He is patriarch
To the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. The Twelve are commanded to ordain
evangelical ministers 1n all large branches of
the church abroad, and who has charge over

them, the patriarch? No.  Those who ordain-
ed them, and to whom is committed the power

and authori‘y to regulate all the affairs of the
churches abroad. And who has the charge of
the whole priesthood here? Ans. The presi-
dency of the church; and not the patriarch.

But does uot the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants sav,

¢ First, I give unto you Hyrum Smith to be a
Patriarch unto vou to hold the sealing blessings
of my chureh, even the Holy Spirit of promise
whereby ye are sealed up unto the day of re-
demption, that ye may not fall,”

Yes, Bat that is in regard to seniority not
in regard to authority in priesthood, for it im-
mediately follows, “I give unto you my serv-
ant Joseph to be a presiding elder over all my
church.?? Inpage 110, D. C. we read **the duty
of president of the office of the high priest-
hood, is to preside over the whole chureh, and
to be like unto Moses.”” And from this it is
evident that the president of the church, not the
patriarch, isappointed by God to preside.

But does not the Patriarch stand in the same
relationship to the church, as Adam did to his
family, and as Abraham and Jacob did to
theirs? No. Thisis another mistake which ig
made by our junior, and one that may be very
easily made inadvertamtly. Adam was the
natural father of his posterity, who were his
family and over whom he presided as patri-
arch, prophet, priest, and king. Both Abra-
ham and Jacob stood in the same relationsbip
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to their families. But not so with Father Jo-
reph Smith, Hyram Smith, or William Smith.
They were not the natural fathers of the ehurch,
and could notstand n the same capacity as
Adam, Abraham, or Jacob; but inasmueh as
there had been none to bless for generations
past, according to the ancient order, thev
were ordained and set apart for the purpose of
conferring putriarchal blessings, to hold the
keys of this priesthood, and unlock the door
that had long been closed upon the human
‘amily: that blessings might again be conferred
according to the ancient order, and those who
were orphans, or had no father to blees them,
might receive it through a patriarch who
should act us proxy for their father, and that
fathers might again be enabled to act as patri-
archs to their families, and bless their children,
For like all other ordinances in the church

this had been neglected; and must needs be
restored. But Father Joseph Smith was not
president of the church, nor the president’s
counsel. Nor was Hyram Smith either presi-
dent or president’s ‘counsel. He was once
counsel but when he was ordained patriarch
be gavc it np and another was ordained in his
steac, (Wm. Law) and in all probability if
r, William magnifies his calling he will not
be able henceforth to atiend to the duties of an
apostle; but officiate in the same capacity in
regard to blessing as his brother Hyrum did. Not!

as president of the church; but as patriarch to
it.

The president of the chureh presides overal]{{in April, 1838, through Joseph Smith,

patriarchs,presidents,and councils of the church;
and this presidency does not depend so much
upon genealogy as upon calling, order, and se-
niority. James and Joses were the brothers of
Jesus, and John was his beloved die‘f':iplﬂ. vet
Peter held the kevs and presided over all the|
chureb. Br. William was in the Quorum of
the Twelve yet he was not president of the
Twelve during his brother’s lifetime, nor sinee;
and il being ordained a patriarch would make
him president of the chureh, it would have
made Father Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith,

presidents over the church instead of Joseph.

Br. William understands the matter, and
were it not for the foliy of some men there
would be no necessity for these remarks.

A Patriarch 1s what is termed in scripture
an evangelist, and Br. William acts in that ca-
pacity, and God placed in the church “firs;
apostles,” not first evangelists, but the presi-
dent stands in the same relationship to the
church as Moses did to the children of Isruel,
according to the revelations.

Again, who ordained Father Smuh to the

—ei—

ther Smith ordained Hyrum, and the Twelve
(of whom Br. William is one) ordained him.—
Who are appointed to ordain evangelical min-
isters? (See page 104 D.C.) Cana stream
rise higher than its fountain? No. Says Paul,
“verily the less is blessed of the better.”?

We think that every one will see that Br.
William Smith’s patriarchal office will not'ex-

falt him higher in regard to priesthood than he
il was before, as one of the Twelve: but will

rather change the nature of his office.

But will it take any thing from his priest-
hood? it may be asked. No. You cannot

take any man’s priesthood away without trans-

gression. Br. William will still retain the
same power, priesthood and authority that he
did before, and yet will hold .in connexion
with that the patriarcbal office and the keys of
that priesthood, and as one of the Twelve
must maintain his dignity as one of the presi-
dents of the ehurch, of whom President Brig-
ham Young is the president and head, and
presides over all patriarchs, presidents and
councils of the church.

T e ——

THE NAME OF THE CHURCH.

That the saints at home and abroad mav ful-
ly understand how the name of the church
came into being, as we now call it, we have
thought it advisable to copy from the record ot
the church, or law ol the Lord, the following
extract of a Revelation, given at Far West, Mo.,
the
prophet and seer of said church, whose blood
has sealed the truth of what he revealed. It
reads as follows :—

“Verily thus saith the Lord unto you my ser=
vant Joseph Smith jr., and also, myv servant
Sidney Rigdon, and also, my servant Hyrum
Smith and your counsellors who are, and who
shall be hercafter appointed; and also unto my
servant Edward Partridee and his counsellors,
and alto, unto my faithiul servanis who are of
the High Council of my church in Zion, (for
thus it shall be calied) and unto all (he elders
and people of my church of Jesus Christ of Las=
ter-dav Sainte,scartered abroad inall the world :
FOR THUS SHALL MY CHURCH BECAL-
LED IN THE LAST DAYS, EVEN THE
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS» :

The Lord seems to be emphatically in ear.
nest, by repeating’ the name twice, and the
saints who zbide in the truth will consider itso,
Honorable men, who do not belong to the
church, will admire the integrity of the saintsy
in preserving the name and Jandmarks of the

office of patriarch? His son Joseph: and Fa- Il+:=huuru::h as they were handed down by the now



