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THE CONCISE ATLAS OF BUTTERFLIES OF
THE WORLD, by Bernard d’Abrera. 2001. Hill
House Publishers, Melbourne and London. 353 pp.
ISBN 0-947-352-37-6. Price: US $99.50 plus shipping.

Bernard d’Abrera has produced nearly 20 renowned
books on butterflies. He is likely one of the best-
known Lepidopterists in the world, and therefore, an
eminence of all things butterfly. Like many butterfly
biologists, most of d’Abrera’s other works are in my
reference library and I was naturally chuffed to see the
publication of The Concise Atlas of Butterflies of the
World. In North America the book is distributed ex-
clusively by the entomological supply firm BioQuip
(Gardena, California).

The layout, design and high photographic quality of
The Concise Atlas of Butterflies of the World is in line
with d’Abrera’s previous works, with one difference.
This book is comprised of two parts. Part one com-
prises 95 pages of largely philosophical essay; a three-
part introduction interspersed with photographic im-
ages and many footnotes. Part two comprises 103
pages of captions (pp. 97-200) that support the subse-
quent 150 color plates depicting exemplar butterflies
from the five geographical regions treated in d’Abrera’s
previous series on butterflies. There is also an index.
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From a practical standpoint the 150 color plates
would form the raison d’étre for acquiring this book.
The plates are amalgamated from d’Abrera’s previous
volumes, and they crisply render the butterflies against
a white background. They are very good. The plates will
be useful for identifying specimens to genus in the se-
lected geographical regions, and there should be little
ambiguity matching the illustration, the name pro-
vided, to a specimen in hand or one in a photograph.

The captions provide taxonomic and distributional
information taken from the previous volumes. In some
cases the captions also offer taxonomic corrections to
the previous volumes (e.g., Waigeum, Alanea lam-
bourni, Phasis, Memphis elina, Olynthus), or sugges-
tions for genera in need of revision (e.g., Spindasis,
Euptychia), and in other cases, rather strong critical
opinions (e.g., Libytheidae, Mallika, Karanasa, Ginzia,
Asterope). Finally, in an effort to solve the problem of
“Thecla” the captions also include descriptions of eight
new Neotropical lycaenid genera. There are also many
new taxonomic combinations.

Apart from a few minor spelling errors here and
there, I noted that the captions for plate 146 are out of
sync. To interpret them correctly the numerical quan-
tity of one needs to be subtracted from all figures start-
ing with Emesis fatima (labeled #4). The problem is
that Emesis lucinda is given numbers 1-3, but should
read 1-2 to correspond accurately to the plates. This
minor error affects the correspondence of all subse-
quent numerical entries to the figures in plate 146.
Presumably this could easily be corrected in subse-
quent printings.

Some aspects of the index make it difficult to use,
especially for the novice. All users are required to
know the generic names before the index will send one
to the plates; no species names are included in the in-
dex. This problem is most evident with the Neotropi-
cal lycaenids since the new generic names appear for
the first time in the Atlas. I think the utility of the book
could be improved by having a more thorough index
that includes species names. Once again, perhaps this
is something for future printings.

The Concise Atlas provides a valuable summary of
one man’s lifetime of work with butterflies and his per-
sonal perspective on their place in nature. Whether se-
lected for their beauty, endemism or ubiquity, the
species illustrated in this book can be used to further
our understanding of butterflies.
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