
The Thomasian in yellow
For her strong adherence to the principles of democracy and her faith 

in the capacity of the Filipino people to defend their democratic 
rights and individual freedom...” for “her sincere efforts in bringing 

about the full realization of peace and prosperity for the Filipinos through 
non-violent and humane means…” for “her exceptional gift of making 
politics and humanity companionable in contemporary Philippine society 
through her program of reconciliation and peaceful negotiations…”, for 
“her personal example of dedication to the Christian universal ideals of 
love and faith in God,”; for her “determination to impose by example, the 
highest measure of honesty and integrity in the discharge of both private 
and public office.” These were the words read during the conferment of 
the degree of Doctor of Laws, “Honoris Causa”, to President Corazon C. 
Aquino last February 19, 1987 at the UST Chapel.  On the same occasion, 
President Aquino was also given the UST Golden Cross Award. The Golden 
Cross is the highest award given by the University to persons who “excel 
in the promotion of the arts, humanities and the sciences, or who have 
distinguished themselves by their total commitment to the service of 
mankind.”

Cory, as she was popularly called, united the opposition, won the 
1986 presidential election, and led the people to the streets when 
then Pres. Marcos fraudently declared himself the winner. The people 
rallied and Cory was peacefully installed as a democratically legitimate 
president. She crushed several coup attempts and, in 1992, at the end of 
her term, voluntarily left office. 

Last August 1, 2009, the former President passed away at the age 
of 76. During her wake at the Manila Cathedral, around 400 Thomasian 
students, administrators, employees, faculty members and Dominican 
priests attended the requiem mass. On the way to her interment at 
the Manila Memorial Park last August 5, 2009, two recognized alumni 
associations, the Thomasian Alumni Leaders Association (TALA) and the 
Thomasian Scholars Alumni Association Inc. (TSAAI), joined the nation 
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“

in the funeral of Cory. Angeline S. Tuazon, Founding Chair of TALA and 
Dennis Arapeles, Member of the TSAAI Board of Trustees, led the group. 
TALA and TSAAI distributed a hundred yellow umbrellas to the people 
who patiently waited for the arrival of the remains of the late President 
inside the Manila Memorial Park despite the rain. Witnessing the burial 
rites at a very close range, the two alumni groups were overwhelmed 
with great sorrow.

In her acceptance speech during the degree conferment in UST, 
Cory Aquino touched on “reconciliation,” on peaceful and non-violent 
resolution of conflicts, and on an abiding faith in the love of God. These 
were her principles which the Filipinos admired. Hence, Cory was truly an 
icon of peace and democracy to the Filipino people. 

Cory Aquino’s yellow trademark symbolizes the return of democracy 
in the country. Cory is a Thomasian and the University will always be 
proud of her.

The TALA and TSAAI at the Manila Memorial Park during Cory’s funeral Photo in background: The yellow umbrella distributed by TALA and TSAAI 

Doctor of Laws, honoris causa for Pres. Cory Aquino (kneeling). Fr. Norberto Castillo, 
O.P., Rector of UST in 1987 (left); Mrs Aurora Aquino, mother of Ninoy Aquino 
(right)

Pres. Aquino delivers her speech of 
acceptance during the conferment 
ceremonies

The hood is placed on Pres. Aquino 
by Fr. Castillo assisted by Mrs. Aurora 
Aquino
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(L-R): UST AAA Ex Officio Rhoda Recto , UST AAA President Johnny Hubilla, 
Shangri-la Plaza Mall’s EVP and General Manager,  Lala Fojas, UST Office for 
Alumni Relations Director Dr. Evelyn Songco, UST Alumni Association’s VP Judge 
Oscar Herrera and UST AAA VP Lilia de Jesus.

ARTISTANG TOMASINO AKO. In preparation for the University of 
Santo Tomas 400th year celebration in 2011.The University of Santo 
Tomas Atelier Alumni Association (USTAAA) launched its kick off 

activity called “ARTISTANG TOMASINO AKO!” exhibit in cooperation with 
the Shangri-la Plaza Mall and Coby’s.
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MediSining: The 

Art of Toribio 
Herrera, MD

In his lifetime, he never exhibited his works for 
the public to see. He did not want monetary 
rewards for his art and he never sold a 

painting. His very first exhibition was held in 
1972, four years after his death. Born in Tondo, 
Toribio Herrera (1892 -1968) first graduated in 
Medicine at the University of Santo Tomas in 1912. 
Later, he took a second course in Fine Arts at the 
University of the Philippines, and was eventually 
accepted to teach there. He was part of the 
Amorsolo, Castaneda Miranda Group of Filipino 
Genre Masters who set the tone of Philippine 
Painting, particularly during the twenties. 

37 years after his first exhibition, his 
available works and memorabilia were given 
importance at the GSIS Museum of Art mounted 
“MediSining: The Art of Toribio Herrera,MD.” The 
exhibit opened last July 24, 2009 at 6:00 PM at 
the GSIS Museum of Art Upper Gallery in Pasay 
City. Dr. Ma. Graciela G. Gonzaga, Dean of the 
UST Faculty of Medicine & Surgery, delivered 
a message as well as Dr. Abdulmari Asia Imao, 
national artist and student of Dr. Herrera. The 
exhibit runs until November 30, 2009.

WORlD ChAMPION. Rubilen D. Amit (2002 BS 
Accountancy) emerged as the 2009 Women’s World 
10-Ball champion after dispatching Liu Shin-Mei 
of Chinese Taipei, 10-4. Amit earned $20,000 with 
the victory. The 27-year old Amit, whose early rose 
to fame was a three-time Southeast Asian Games 
gold medalist, bested other 48 women pool 
players in home soil.

The National Council of State Boards of 
Nursing (NCSBN) has appointed RONALDO G. 
VERIAN (1992 BS Nursing) to serve as member 
of the NCLEX item development panel of 
subject matter experts last May 12-15, 2009 
in Chicago, Illinois. NCSBN is responsible for 
developing and administering the NCLEX-
RN and NCLEX-PN licensing examinations for 
nurses who want to practice their profession  
the US. Verian was one of the six nurses (the 
only Asian) from across the US to be selected 
for this assignment. He was nominated on 
the basis of clinical specialty and nursing 
expertise. 

Architecture licensure Examination (June 2009)
1st Place - Ramil Belleza Tibayan
5th Place  - Joanna Jane Ngo Comsti

UST passing rate: 55%
National passing rate: 33%

Nutritionist-Dietitian licensure Examination 
(June 2009)
1st Place - Paola Tantongco Suarez
4th Place - Robby Carlo Adesas Tan
7th Place - Generose Mallanao Rosario

UST passing rate: 89%
National passing rate: 67%

Physician licensure Examination
 (August 2009)
1st Place - Melissa Paulita V. Mariano 
2nd Place - Erick S. Mendoza
3rd Place - Katrina Mae S. Gamponia
6th Place - Joseph B. Villanueva 
7th Place - Ricky H. Hipolito 
9th Place - Herbert Z. Manaois 

UST passing rate: 99%
National passing rate: 71%

Pharmacist licensure Examination 
(June 2009)
1st place - Cheryl Lynn C. Tan
2nd place - Paolo Mariz Angelie R. San Roque
3rd place - Ma. Antonia C. Pantalla
5th place - Madinah B. Corpuz
6th place - Clairefrancis S. de Guzman
8th place - Charmaine Maika G. Ong
9th place - Patricia Rose A. Abalos

UST passing rate: 78% 
National passing rate: 59%

Physical Therapist licensure Examination
(July 2009)
8th Place - Linelle Stacy Tan Lao

UST passing rate: 97%
National passing rate: 44.6%

Occupational Therapist licensure 
Examination (July 2009)
2nd Place - Lorraine Venice Chua Ocampo Tan
 - Elouise Jane Buenaventura Timbang
3rd Place - Sheena Flor Blancaflor Astilla
 - Jenniveth Natasha Agutaya Hamili
4th Place - Crismae Mangahas Olay
7th Place - Aaron de Vera Ramos
8th Place - Miguel de Castro Marañaga

UST passing rate: 70%
National passing rate: 44.6%

Board Examinations Topnotchers

Nurse licensure Examination (June 2009)
5th Place - Marco M. Dometita
 - Margaret C. Encarnacion
 - Marc B. Marzan 
6th Place - Lisa Angelica V. Evangelista 
7th Place - Adiran Patrick P. Calimag
 - Aasron M. Esporlas
8th Place - Mary Joy S. Crisostomo
 - David John Gabriel E. Cristobal
       - Libby Joy R. Evangelista
       - Ginelle Marie G. Visaya 
9th Place  - Helene Marie M. Calderon 
 - Abigail Ann  B. Candelario
 - Jan Benson T. Chan
      - Anna Melissa S. Lo
      - Johanna Thomas Yu 
10th Place - Angela Carmela F. Agbay
         - Pheelyp Edward Aytona
         - Julienne Katrina B. Beltran
         - Maria Rosario A. Brillante 
 - Jasper Q. Castillo
 - Jose Mari Nino L. Cuarto 
 - Abigail Joanna U. Doluntap
 - Jana F. Fragante
 - Divina Viktoria P. La Torre
 - Rachelle Ranola Milante
 - Christelle Miracle-An Q. Santiago

UST passing rate: 99%
National passing rate: 41%



UST LAUNCHES USTe.TV 

Part of its preparations for the 
Quadricentennial, the University of 
Santo Tomas, through the Office for 
Alumni Relations, launched its first social 

networking site for alumni and students, the 
UST Electronic Thomasian Village (USTe.TV) last 
February 17, 2009 at the Main Building Lobby.

The USTe.TV site was designed by 2008 
The Outstanding Thomasian ALumni (TOTAL) 
Awardee for Technology Mr. Joel Christopher M. 
Remandaban and his company, MasterListBuilder.
Com. The site was first opened in November, 
after an eight-month research done by Mr. 
Remandaban in attempting to come up with 
a method to help the University in tracking its 
estimated 200,000 living alumni situated in 
different parts of the world.

After the invocation led by Rev. Fr. Pompeyo 
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WHAT’S INSIDE?

UST-OAR hosts 
JOBS 2009

F. de Mesa, O.P., Regent of the Faculty of Civil 
Law, Rev. Fr. Winston F. Cabading, O.P., Director 
of the Santo Tomas e-Service ProviderS (STePS) 
conveyed his warm greetings to the attendees, 
which comprised of alumni from the different 
departments, students, guests, the Dominican 
fathers, and University officials. Executive Vice-
Rector Rev. Fr. Pablo T. Tiong, O.P. followed Fr. 
Cabading and gave the audience a backgrounder 
of the social networking site with its creator, 
Mr. Joel Christopher Remandaban. After the 
explanation, members of the audience were 
enjoined to sign up on the site and create their 
accounts.

Mr. Michael Angelo E. Malicsi, Executive 
Secretary of the Rector, hosted the gathering. 
The entire event was streamed live at USTe.TV for 
the world to see.

Above:  The 
USTe.tv website 
being flashed 
during its 
launching day
Left: UST 
Officials  register 
online at USTe.
tv
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True to its goal of helping the graduating 
college students prepare for the world of 
work, the UST-Office for Alumni Relations, 

in collaboration with the Guidance & Counseling 
Department, held the 14TH annual Job Fair last 
February 11-13, 2009 at the Plaza Mayor.

Participated in by 100+ companies 
representing different sectors of the industry—
like banks, manufacturing corporations, BPOs, 
schools, and hospitals, among others—the Job 
Fair this year bore the theme “The Thomasian 
Professional: Making A Difference in The World 
of Work.”

During the opening ceremonies held at 
the Quadricentennial Square in the morning 
of February 11, Department of Labor & 
Employment (DOLE) Secretary Marionito D. 
Roque and Metro Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA) Chairman Bayani Fernando conveyed 
their messages to the soon-to-be Thomasian 
professionals. Following the speeches, a march 
to the Plaza Mayor was led by the UST Band. At 
the Job Fair site, UST Rector Magnificus Rev. Fr. 
Rolando V. de la Rosa, O.P., formally declared 
the Job Fair 2009 open. The kick-off ceremony 
was capped with the symbolic release of 
balloons by the Fr. Rector and honored guests. 
Mr. Michael Angelo Malicsi (Executive Secretary 
of the Rector’s Office) and Ms. Dianne Querer 
emceed the event. PJH

UsT oFFiCe FoR alUmni RelaTions (oaR)
Room 108, Ground Floor, Main Building, UST Campus, 
España, Manila 1008 Philippines


