Ingrid Jonker

poet of pain and freedom

Poetry as Historical Source

In this lesson plan, learners will be able to see that poetry was
used as a weapon against the apartheid state as well as a way
of looking forward to a time of freedom and peace. Poetry can
tell us a great deal about the personal and political feelings of
people in the past.

Ingrid and her daughter Simone,

exact date unknown NALM Afrikaans
Library, Museum and Research Centre

Ingrid Jonker with her five year old daughter, Simmone.
Ingrid describes her daughter's birth as ‘one of the great
experiences in my life’ Bailey's African History Archive, May 1960

A comforting lullaby for a child or the poet’s memories of her mother
who was taken away by death?

Ingrid Jonker was acclaimed as a great lyric poet who brought something new to the
Afrikaans language. But her poems often contained sad or even sinister references. Look
at this one for example:

Extract from: ‘Toemaar die Donker Man’ Transiation:
(Vir Simone) ( Simone)

Sy naam is Sjuut

Sy naam is Slaap
Meneer Vergeet

Uit die land van Vaak

Sy naam is toe maar

Hy heet, my lam
Toemaar, die donker man

Mammie... Mummy.

Toemaar, die donker man Never mind, the dark man

Rook en Oker, Afrikaanse Pers-Boekhandel, Johannesburg, 1963

A young Ingrid Jonker reading her books
Buck Jones, NALM Afrikaans Library, Museum and Research
Centre




