
 
 

TRUTH IS STRANGER THAN FICTION  

@ MADAME TUSSAUDS! 

 

� The ‘green’-supporting Prince Of Wales was Madame Tussauds’ first ever ‘carbon neutral’ figure, 

recycled from a 1989 likeness of His Royal Highness in 2007. The production process, solely by hand 

and daylight, saw a new head created ‘naturally’ from clay and beeswax containing organic pigments; all 

design materials recycled; and sculptors traveling to meetings by bicycle.  Madame Tussauds planted 

three trees to erase the remaining carbon footprint. 

 

� The attraction caused controversy during football’s 2002 World Cup when it paid homage to David 

Beckham by placing his figure on the empty ‘fourth plinth’ in London’s Trafalgar Square. Local authorities 

ordered for its immediate removal despite a public outcry to keep ‘Becks’ up and flying the flag. 

 

� Madame Tussauds returned to Trafalgar Square’s spare plinth on the eve of the England’s big Rugby 

World Cup Final in October 2007, this time with approval! The figure of hotshot kicker Jonny Wilkinson 

was unveiled at 6am and by midday had generated a two-mile traffic tailback on the surrounding roads. 

 

� The figure of Bollywood star Shah Rukh Khan was the first ever to receive a proposal of marriage. A 

passionate female fan traveled down from Bradford shortly after ‘King Khan’s’ launch in April 2007 just to 

present his double with a diamond engagement ring. She’s still waiting for an answer…. 

 

� Brave Brit socialite-celebrity Tara Palmer-Tomkinson became the first woman to last the night in Madame 

Tussauds’ notorious Chamber Of Horrors when, in March 2003, she inaugurated the attraction’s live action 

horror experience Chamber Live! Far cry from one American visitor the following morning, who literally ‘peed her 

pants’ when confronted by the actors playing rabid serial killers! 

 

� Items left behind by visitors to the attraction have, in the past five years, included one false leg, 123 pairs of false 

teeth and a pair of ladies knickers tucked into Brad Pitt’s pocket! 

 

� The real human hair used on figures - including beards, moustaches and eyebrows - needs regular shampooing 

and styling.  In 1996 shocked staff found that Hitler's hair seemed to be growing, and to an extent that it needed 

trimming! 

 

� John George Haigh, the ‘acid bath murderer’, is believed to have visited the Chamber Of Horrors just days 

before his arrest for the murder of six young women.  With grisly foresight he bequeathed clothes to Madame 

Tussauds from his death cell at Wandsworth Prison. 

 

For further information please contact:- 

 Liz Edwards 020 7487 0264 or liz.edwards@madame-tussauds.com   

Visit our website: www.madametussauds.com/london 


