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CalChamber Vote Record: Major Bills 2010

This report for the second year of
the 2009-2010 legislative session
focuses on California legislators’
floor votes on California Chamber of
Commerce priority bills.

This is the 35th vote record the
CalChamber has compiled. The
CalChamber publishes this report in
response to numerous requests by
member firms and local chambers of
commerce that would like a gauge by
which to measure the performance of
their legislators.

To help readers assess legislators’
vote records, the charts group bills
into six areas: economic development,
employment law, environmental regu-
lation, health care, legal and taxation.

Partial Picture

No vote record can tell the entire
story of a legislator’s attitude and ac-
tions on issues of importance to business.
Each year, legislators cast thousands of
votes on thousands of proposed laws. To
fully evaluate your legislative representa-
tive, consult the legislative journals and
examine your legislator’s votes in commit-
tee and on floor issues. You can view these
via links at www.calchambervotes.com.

Many anti-business bills were rejected
by legislators in policy or fiscal commit-
tees, thus stopping proposals before they
reached the floor for a vote. The vote re-
cord does not capture these votes.

Most bills in this report cover major
business bills that are of concern to both
small and large companies.

The CalChamber recognizes that
there are many bills supported or op-
posed by business that are not included
in this vote record and analysis.

Factors Considered

The CalChamber considered the follow-
ing factors in selecting vote record bills:

@ The bills and votes reflect legislators’
attitudes toward private enterprise, fiscal
responsibility and the business climate.

e Each bill was a priority for the
CalChamber in a particular field. Priority
bills have appeared in the “Status Report”
sections of Alert.

@ The bills were voted upon by either
the full Senate or Assembly. This year the
vote record covers 17 votes in the Senate
and 17 votes in the Assembly.

@ Unless otherwise noted, final floor

votes are shown. Concurrence votes and

conference report votes are considered
final votes.

When ‘Not Voting’ Helps

Sometimes a legislator is unwilling to
vote against a colleague, but is willing
to support the CalChamber’s opposition
to a bill. In such cases, a legislator may
abstain from voting, which will hinder

passage of a bill, just as a “no” vote does.

To recognize that not voting can aid
the CalChamber’s opposition to a bill,
the vote record includes the number of
times legislators did not vote “aye” on
a CalChamber-opposed bill in the total
for the column listing actions “in accord
with” the CalChamber’s position, if the
legislator was not absent for the day.

Priority Bills

Economic Development

e AB 2098 (Miller; R-Corona)
Increased Construction Jobs.
Authorizes Riverside County Trans-
portation Commission to use design-build
to construct a portion of State Highway
91, thus putting more jobs on the ground
more quickly. Passed Assembly August
27, 73-0. Passed Senate August 30,
37-0. Signed by Governor—Chapter 250
(September 24). Urgency. CalChamber
Supported/Job Creator.

o SB 879 (Cox; R-Fair Oaks)
County Design-Build. Makes local
public works projects more efficient, less

costly, and puts jobs on the ground
more quickly by extending the sun-
set for design-build authorization
for counties. Passed Senate June 1,
24-8. Passed Assembly August 18,
62-6. Senate concurred in Assembly
amendments August 25, 30-0.
Signed by Governor—Chapter 629.
CalChamber Supported.

o SBXS5 4(Romero; D-East Los
Angeles) Race to the Top. In com-
bination with SBX5 1 (Steinberg;
D-Sacramento), places California
in the best position to meet federal
Race to the Top competitive grant
requirements and secure up to $700
million in federal funding by making
comprehensive changes to the state’s
education system in the areas of
teacher and administrator evaluation,
school reform, parental empower-
ment, and content standards. Passed
Senate December 17, 2009, 21-7. Passed
Assembly January 5, 41-27. Senate
concurred in Assembly amendments
January 6, 23-11. Signed by Governor—
Chapter 3. CalChamber Supported.
Employment Law

e AB 482 (Mendoza; D-Norwalk)
Expanded Employer Liability.
Increases exposure to liability for hiring
decisions by unduly restricting the abil-
ity of employers to base employment
decisions on the evaluation of all legally
available information, including con-
sumer credit reports. Passed Assembly
June 3, as different subject. Passed Senate
August 26, 21-14. Assembly concurred
in Senate amendments August 31, 45-
30. Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed/Job
Killer.

o SB 145 (DeSaulnier;

D-Concord) Workers’ Compensation
Apportionment. Erodes recent work-
ers’ compensation reforms and leads to
higher premiums for California employ-
ers by undercutting fair and reasonable
provisions in current law that protect an
employer from paying for disability that
was not caused by a workplace accident.
Passed Senate June 1, 23-15. Passed
Assembly August 23 47-27. Senate
concurred in Assembly amendments
August 26, 22-14. Vetoed. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

o SB 1254 (Leno; D-San Francisco)
Workers’ Compensation Coverage.
See CalChamber: Next Page
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Authorizes the state to issue stop order
to a contractor that does not have work-
ers’ compensation coverage. Passed
Senate May 3, 34-0. Passed Assembly
August 25, 75-1. Senate concurred in
Assembly amendments August 26, 36-0.
Signed by Governor—Chapter 643.
CalChamber Supported.

o SB 1474 (Steinberg;
D-Sacramento) Increased Agricultural
Costs. Designed to increase union repre-
sentation of agricultural employees even
when it is against the will of employees
by undermining the process that now
guarantees, through secret-ballot elec-
tions, a fair vote and the expression of
agricultural employees’ true sentiments
on the selection of a collective bargain-
ing representative. This act will hurt
California’s businesses by driving up
costs, making employers less competitive
in a global market. Passed Senate June
2,22-11. Passed Assembly August 16,
45-27. Senate concurred in Assembly
amendments August 19, 23-11. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.
Environmental Regulation

e AB 1265 (Caballero; D-Salinas)
Water Bond. Places the water bond
on the November 2012 ballot. Allows
Joint Power Authorities to include
non-governmental entities in their
membership but bars for-profit enti-
ties membership. Passed Assembly as
different subject June 2, 2009. Passed
Senate August 9, 2010, 27-7. Assembly
concurred in Senate amendments August
9, 54-22. Signed by Governor—Chapter
126 (August 10). Urgency. CalChamber
Supported.

o SB 797 (Pavley; D-Agoura Hills)
Bisphenol A. Inappropriately pre-empts
the Green Chemistry process by prohibit-
ing the manufacture, sale or distribution
of certain children’s products if they
contain Bisphenol A in concentrations
over 0.1 parts per billion. Passed Senate,
June 2, 2009, 21-16. Passed Assembly
July 1, 2010, 43-31. Senate refused
to concur in Assembly amendments
August 31, 19-18. CalChamber Opposed.

e SB 1433 (Leno; D-San Francisco)
Air Pollution Penalties. Increases air
pollution penalties by automatically ad-
justing them for inflation, which reduces
the likelihood that periodic, comprehen-
sive reviews of such laws will be con-

ducted by the Legislature. Passed Senate
May 28, 21-7. Passed Assembly August
31, 45-31. Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed.
Health Care

e AB 1602 (J. Pérez; D-Los Angeles)
Unrestrained Government Control.
AB 1602, together with SB 900 (Alquist;
D-Santa Clara), prematurely creates over-
ly broad and expansive governance and
guidelines without oversight for the state
health benefit exchange, which could lead
to unnecessary cost increases and limited
choice for employers. Passed Assembly
June 1, 49-26. Passed Senate August 24,
21-13. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments August 25, 51-27. Signed
by Governor—Chapter 655. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

AB 2578 (Jones; D-Sacramento)
Inappropriate Price Control. Reduces
health care choices, access and quality
by creating additional bureaucracy to
impose price controls on health insur-
ance policies while failing to address the
major cost drivers of rising medical costs.
Passed Assembly June 2, 43-28. Failed
passage in Senate August 31, 16-19.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

Legal

e AB 2284 (Evans; D-Santa Rosa)
Expedited Jury Trials. Establishes a
new alternative to full-length jury trials,
allowing individuals and organizations in
California to resolve disputes efficiently
and effectively, improving the state’s
legal climate and encouraging compa-
nies to expand and invest here. Passed
Assembly April 22, 74-0. Passed Senate
August 20, 31-0. Assembly concurred
in Senate amendments August 23, 77-0.
Signed by Governor—Chapter 674.
CalChamber Supported.

e AB 2773 (Swanson; D-Alameda)
Undermines Judicial Discretion.
Unreasonably increases business litiga-
tion costs by limiting judicial discretion
to reduce or deny exorbitant attorneys
fees in fair employment and housing
cases. Passed Assembly June 1, 46-28.
Passed Senate August 26, 22-12. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.
Taxation

e AB 1405 (De Leon; D-Los
Angeles) Climate Change Tax Increase.
Increases costs and discourages job
growth by granting the Air Resources
Board broad authority to implement
unlimited fees and taxes with little or

s B\
Key to Using
This Section

Y means voted for bill.

N means voted against bill.

® means not voting “aye” on a
CalChamber-opposed bill.

— means not voting or absent.

Boldface type indicates votes in
accord with CalChamber position.

Red column headings are
“Job Killer” bills.

Green column headings are
“Job Creator” bills.

The last three columns are a tabulation
of votes in accord with the CalCham-
ber position, not in accord with the
CalChamber and not voting or absent.

- j

no oversight. Passed Assembly June 3,
45-30. Passed Senate August 30, 22-15.
Assembly concurred in Senate amend-
ments August 31, 49-29. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

o AB 2666 (Skinner; D-Berkeley)
Stigmatizes Employers Using Tax
Incentives. Stigmatizes California
employers for taking advantage of in-
vestment incentives by requiring the
Franchise Tax Board to provide private
tax information in a searchable online da-
tabase for the largest 250 publicly traded
corporations that claim these incentives.
Passed Assembly June 2, 45-28. Passed
Senate August 23, 22-14. Assembly con-
curred in Assembly amendments August
25, 48-26. Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed.

e SB 1391 (Yee; D-San Francisco)
Creates Employer Tax Credit
Uncertainty. Eliminates the incentive
effect of future-enacted tax incentives by
requiring employers to repay the state
for incentives claimed in years where
their businesses experience a net loss of
employees, whether or not the reduc-
tion of employees was connected to the
effectiveness of the incentive. Passed
Senate June 3, 22-11. Passed Assembly
August 25, 46-28. Senate refused to con-
cur in Assembly amendments, August 31,
20-17. CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.
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* Sworn into office in Senate on August 23, 2010. 4 Sworn into office in Senate on June 9, 2010. 4 Senator Dave Cox (R) passed away on July 13, 2010.
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F Sworn into office in Assembly on June 10, 2010. 1 Sworn into office in Assembly on January 29, 2010.
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CalChamber Best Business Votes

Legislators are listed in descending order according to how often they voted in accord with the California Chamber of Commerce
positions (first number) versus how often their votes were not in accord with the CalChamber’s position (second number) in 2010.
Total votes may not match the vote record because the tally for not voting or absent is not included in this list.

80% or more with CalChamber

60%-79% with CalChamber

40%-59% with CalChamber Less than 40% with CalChamber

Senate Assembly
Dutton, Bob (R) 17-0 Adams, Anthony (R) 17-0 g
Huff, Bob (R) 17-0 Conway, Connie (R) 17-0 E?ﬁe?e¥lk?SP ) g:H
Strickland, Tony (R) 17-0 Cook, Paul (R) 17-0 Pére,z Jg{m D) 6-11
Wyland, Mark (R) 17-0 Garrick, Martin (R) 17-0 Port ’t' Anth (D) 6-11
Hagman, Curt (R) 17-0 P T (1;‘ ony 11
Aanestad, Sam (R) 16-0 Miller, Jeff (R) 17-0 Tgrsrelsn,Ni)arma)(D) i1
Emmerson, Bill (R)# 16-0 Nestande, Brian (R) 17-0 Torri c() Alberto (D) 6-11
Hollingsworth, Dennis (R) 16-0 Nielsen, Jim (R) 17-0 >
Silva, Jim (R) 17-0
Ashburn, Roy (R) 15-0 Smyth, Cameron (R) 17-0 Calderon, Charles (D) o
Cogdill, Dave (R) 15-0 Fuentes. Feli
_ y : pe (D) 5-10
Denham, Jeff (R) 15-0 gﬁ:ﬁ}éﬁé llgitll]l:}r]l ((112{)) %2_8 e, s (1) 5-10
Runner, George (R) 15-1 rJlfigfrrlle\sélll(?l\él)n (R) ig:g Blumenfield, Bob (D) 511
Blakeslee, Sam (R)* 14-0 ’ Carter, Wilmer Amina (D) 5-11
5 Berryhill, Bill (R) 16-1 Chesbro, Wesley (D) 5-11
Walters, Mimi (R) 13-0 Harkey, Diane (R) 16-1 lLfzn, Lzd (L) 21
st T (D) 134 I, I (1K) oy Beall, Jim (D) 5-12
’ Berryhill, Tom (R) 15-0 De Ledn, Kovin (D) 5
Harman, Tom (R) 110 Strickland, Audra (R) 15-0 e ) ®) 5
Wright, Rod (D) 9-8 Fuller, Jean (R) 15-1 Ilg,fawf:‘i‘f)}l‘lf’(g;’“me (D) 5
Knight, Stephen (R) 15-1 Mendoza. Tom (D) 5.12
Price, Curren (D) 8-9 Logue, Dan (R) 15-1 Salas. Ma (DY) 515
Villines, Mike (R) 15-1 » Viary
Calderon, Ronald (D) 7-9 DeVore, Chuck (R) . ety i D) 412
Cedillo, Gilbert (D) 7-10 Gaines, Ted (R) 152 ol e(l()g) s
Negrete McLeod, Gloria (D) 7-10 Galgiani, Cathleen (D) 15-2 Nava P edro (D) 4-12
Padilla, Alex (D) 7-10 Sald ia. Lori (D 4-12
Norby, Chris (R)t 14-1 aLdrte, Lol (D) -
Alquist, Elaine (D) 6-11 . i
Ducheny, Denise (D) 6-11 Anderson, Joel (R) 14-2 gmcrir%laréo,sz‘om (B) 2 g
Florez, Dean (D) 6-11 Hra (;lr- M eve ]() ) 4'13
Kehoe, Christine (D) 6-11 Huber, Alyson (D) 11-5 Niyashi, Maty é))) M
Romero, Gloria (D) 6-11 SkinnergNanc D) 4-13
Simitian, Joe (D) 6-11 Hall, Isadore (D) 9-8 Swanso’n San(}ilré D) 4-13
Steinberg, Darrell (D) 6-11 Torlaksofl Tom (D) 4-13
Wolk, Lois (D) 6-11 Buchanan, Joan (D) ) 8-8 ’
s Gl ) 1 Caballero, Anna Marie (D) 8-8 Evans, Noreen (D) 313
Solorio, Jose (D) 8-9
Lowenthal, Alan (D) 5-12 ) . -
Pavley, Fran (D) 3-12 Bass, Karen (D) 7-9 #Bill Emmerson sworn into office in Senate on
Block, Marty (D) 7-9 June 9, 2010. Total combines Assembly and Senate
Hancock, Loni (D) 4-11 votes.
Arambula, Juan (I) 7-10
Leno, Mark (D) 4-13 Pérez, V. Manuel (D) 7-10 *Sam Blakeslee sworn into office in Senate on
August 23, 2010. Total combines Assembly and
Corbett, Ellen (D) 3-13 Gatto, Mike (D)i 6-8 Senate votes.
DeSaulnier, Mark (D) 3-13
Davis, Mike (D) 6-10 +Chris Norb : -
y sworn into office in Assembly on
Yee, Leland (D) 2-13 Hernandez, Ed (D) 6-10 January 29, 2010,
Oropeza, Jenny (D) 1-0 Coto, Joe (D) 6-11 . . .
De La Torre, Hector (D) 6-11 tMike Gatto sworn into office in Assembly on
Wiggins, Patricia (D) 0-0 June 10, 2010.



