Building bridges:
mapping diverse taxonomies for a seamless user
navigation experience

Fran Alexander
Taxonomy Manager
BBC Information and Archives. December 2010.

All views expressed are my own personal opinions and do not necessarily reflect any official BBC policy.
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Search is not enough

Disambiguation

Imperfect prior
knowledge

Aboutnhess
Complex queries

Comprehensiveness
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One taxonomy to rule them all?
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Enforcement and quality
control

Management and
maintenance

Politics



Isn’t all metadata the same?

_ Subjective and
Q objective metadata
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Parametadata

Content Metadata
(tag)

Canis lupus

Long shot
wolf in forest

Grey wolf
Wildlife sleeping
programme

wolves

Canidae

Wolf-spotting
on holiday
with Bob




Multiple

cute

sweet

big eyes

lovely

Natural World
Wildlife
mammals
mongooses
meerkats

meerkat

viewpoints mapped together

meerkat
suricatta

furry

lemur

pussycat

squirrel

Animalia

Chordata

Vertebrata

Mammalia

Carnivora

Viverridae

Herpestinae

Suricata

suricatta

Suricata suricatta suricatta
Suricata suricatta iona
Suricata suricatta marjoriae

Kingdom:
Phylum:
Subphylum:
Class:
Order:
Family:
Subfamily:
Genus:
Species:
Subspecies:



Editorial policy
Level and type of
relationships

Borderline cases

Inexact matching
rules




Map of the Semantic Web
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Build bridges

Embrace complexity

Use parametadata
for rich navigation

Create a mappin
methodology
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