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Introduction 
 
 
 

1. Name: Sterling HAYDEN [aka Capt. John Hamilton] 
     [complete file] 
 
2. Comment on contents of file: 

1. As an established screen actor, Hayden left the Marine Corps Reserve to join the 
OSS anonymously as “John Hamilton”. 

2. His expertise as a mariner & a sailor led to his training in Special Operations. 
3. He conducted a series of harrowing missions in Greece, Italy & Yugoslavia 
4. Hayden wrote a lengthy narrative that infighting between British & American 

officers was undermining the mission. 
5. Hayden, although decorated several times – including a Silver Star  - generally 

maintained his anonymity during the war. 
 

File citation:  RG 226, Records of the Office of Strategic Services 
                       Entry 224:  OSS Personnel Files 
                       Box #:  308 & 320 
  
Related records:    Most of his files are in box 108 under “Hamilton, John” 
 
 
Contact: 
 
William Cunliffe 
Special Assistant, NWC 
william.cunliffe@nara.gov 
301-837-3482 
  
















































































































































































