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PREFACE

Naval Orientation, NAVEDTRA 12966, and the nonresident training
course (NRTC), NAVEDTRA 82966, form a self-study training package that
has been prepared mainly for use in officer training programs. However, it
is a source of useful information for every member of the Department of the
Navy. The text provides valuable background information for all hands and
introduces personnel to the rules, customs, and traditions that govern Navy life.

The NRTC consists of 12 assignments that have been designed for use with
this text.

You may order the self-study training package (NRTC and this text) by
NRTC NAVEDTRA number (NAVEDTRA 82966) on ADP Form
1510/1(4-85) from the Naval Education and Training Program Management
Support Activity (NETPMSA), Code 0742, Pensacola, FL 32559-5000.
NETPMSA will administer the NRTC. Upon completion of this course, you
may retain this self-study training package (NRTC and text).

You may order additional copies of this text by stock number on a
DD Form 1348 from Naval Publications and Forms Center (NPFC),
Philadelphia.

This text was prepared by the Naval Education and Training Program
Management Support Activity, Pensacola, Florida, for the Chief of Naval
Education and Training. Technical review was provided by the United States
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland; the Naval Military Personnel
Command, Washington, D.C.; the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Washington, D.C.; the Naval Sea Systems Command, Washington, D.C.;
the Naval Supply Systems Command, Washington, D.C.; the Naval Tele-
communications Command, Washington, D.C.; the Naval Intelligence
Command, Washington, D.C.; the Marine Corps Institute, Arlington,
Virginia; and the Naval Reserve Personnel Center, New Orleans, Louisiana.
Suggestions, comments, and criticisms are invited. Address them to
NETPMSA, Code 0318, Pensacola, FL 32509-5000.
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THE UNITED STATES NAVY

G U A R D I A N  O F  O U R  C O U N T R Y

The United States Navy is responsible for maintaining control of the
sea and is a ready force on watch at home and overseas, capable of
strong action to preserve the peace or of instant offensive action to
win in war.

It is upon the maintenance of this control that our country’s glorious
future depends; the United States Navy exists to make it so.

Tradition, valor, and victory are the Navy’s heritage from the past. To
these may be added dedication, discipline, and vigilance as the
watchwords of the present and the future.

At home or on distant stations we serve with pride, confident in the
respect of our country, our shipmates and our families.

Our responsibilities sober us; our adversities strengthen us.

Service to God and Country is our special privilege. We serve with
honor.

THE FUTURE OF THE NAVY

The Navy will always employ new weapons, new techniques, and
greater power to protect and defend the United States on the sea,
under the sea, and in the air.

Now and in the future, control of the sea gives the United States her
greatest advantage for the maintenance of peace and for victory in
war.

Mobility, surprise, dispersal, and offensive power are the keynotes of
the new Navy. The roots of the Navy lie in a strong belief in the
future, in continued dedication to our tasks, and in reflection on our
heritage from the past.

Never have our opportunities and our responsibilities been greater.
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