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Let's be partners, Israel’'s ambassador urges

governor
Lots in common: He seeks economic mission from the state;

News Huntsman will think about it
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At the end of his first trip to the Wasatch Front, Ayalon formally invited Gov.

Utah Utes Jon Huntsman Jr. to lead a political and economic mission to Jerusalem.
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Ayalon believes Israeli and Utah firms should create joint ventures in the fields
of cyberoptics, nanotechnology and bioengineering. He believes the states could
work together on water conservation issues as well.
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Lifestyle Shurtleff is a founding member of Utah's new chapter of the American-Israel
Shopping Friendship League, a nonpartisan, nonsectarian organization that works to
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strengthen ties between Israel and the United States. Ayalon spoke at the chapter's
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fundraiser on Wednesday.

Shurtleff, who studied in Israel, said he will push the governor to sign off on a
mission.

"I'm very confident it will happen," Shurtleff said.

Ayalon also visited Brigham Young University to urge campus leaders to restart

a study abroad program, which stopped sending students to its
Advertisement Jerusalem Campus in 2000 as violence spread throughout the area.
"I believe Brigham Young will come back soon," said Ayalon,
who touted the decrease in suicide bombing and crime in
Jerusalem. "We value very much our relations with Mormons. They are seen as
friends and brothers."

But BYU spokeswoman Carri Jenkins said: "We don't have any immediate
plans to have students begin to study again at the center. We need to have
confidence that the area is safe enough for students to travel in the region
surrounding the center."”

The center has never officially closed. It remains open to visitors and hosts a
weekly concert series.

Shurtleff, along with Democratic state Sen. Patrice Arent, touted the safety in
Jerusalem, saying they both visited recently and felt secure in the streets. Arent is
the vice president of the National Association of Jewish Legislators.

Ayalon said he never talked to leaders of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints about the church's practice of posthumously baptizing people, which
had previously upset some Jewish groups.

He said: "It is not a bone of contention whatsoever."

mcanham@sltrib.com

RETURN TO TOP

6/5/2006



