PEAN HARRISON

THE MOD ON THE JOB
AND DESIGNATED LEADER.

WERNER JOHANNSEN

THE PUNK YOU DON'T WANT
ON YOUR BAD SIDE.

AUGGIE RUIZ

THE SOCIAL SKATER
AND FRIEND TO MANY.

TOGETHER IN...

MALWAHRE



CASPERVILLE, USA
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PEOPLE WATER THEIR LAWNS... [{/] M
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HEY, MICHELLE.

HAVE BILL, PAVID

1 OR REGGIE CALLED
@ IN THIS MORNING?

~{ T\

VR N
SIS

CAN'T SAY THIS FHONE HAS
RUNG ONCE FROM THEM, PEAN.
THEY'VE ALL BEEN OUT FOR 3
PAYS STRAIGHT NOW.

T JUST SPENT THE
LAST 4 HOURS
ONLINE TRYING TO
GET LAID AND... /f

AM T THE ONLY

s - ]
ons THAT WORKS? J
17 i "j 2z
” EVERYONE
A & KNOWS YoU

HAVE COOTIES,
WERNER.

T HAVE ANOTHER
CALL ON THE

j OTHER LINE. CAN T

M caLL vou BACK
A LATER WH-

YOU AREN'T GOING TO PULL WHAT
WERNER JUST PULLED ON ME AND
SLAM THE PHONE DOWN ARE YOU?

WERE SUFPPOSED TO
BE OVER HERE AT THE
SKATEPARK AND THEY

ARE, LIKE, NEVER LATE.
I WAS TALKING TO SOME —
PEOPLE AND THEY SAID
THAT PEOPLE ARE, LIKE,
DISAPPEARING! et

DUDE, ANYWAY... =
ME AND SOME FRIENDS {i




LATER... THAT EVENING...

I WOULD HAVE KNOCKED,

SORRY ABOUT EARLIER...
WORK HAS BEEN

OH, YOU PRINCE
PREPOSITION!
LET ME GUESS.

o AND YOU HOOKED

P o T BUT THERE'S SOME CRAZY sHIT L —=
AHEM® GOING DOWN... OR RATHER ON!

YOU ¢OT LAID?

NO MAN! T WENT TO A
GUY'S HOUSE AND HE WAS
ALL HOOKED UP TO HIS
HOME COMPUTER AND...

OF

ALL THIS WAY FOR SIMPLE
SWEDISH FURNITURE? SURELY
e THERE'S MORE TO THIS TRIP
THAN TH/S.

SAVE /T, PEAN.
YOU 6OTTA SEE

AND HE
HAS NO
INTENTION OF
GETTING OFF...
-~ : \ }
HE'S TOO |
BUSY GETTING K:%{

“ON". 5
Ly

SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT.

LIKE THIS ONE?
I THINK I HAVE A GOOD

AND YOU GUYS HAVE TO

7 E =

IN TOO AND NOW
YOU KNOW THE
MEANING OF LIFE? -
;1 F’ x| « . )
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- /Qg \ o ég
o1 | L ARE YoU
(.,J-" / — CRAZY, MAN!
. —
S
X o
(. THIS GUY SAID HE HAS
N BEEN LP FOR 2 DAYS...
A
IT'S THIS HUGE WORLD
bR o Al N, WHERE YOU BECOME YOUR OWN
it i el AVATAR, WITH THE AID OF SOME ‘ i THAK L hve & $000
C . VR GLASSES... YOU CAN
ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE" i gl
INCREDIBLY FULL OF
e e < = 2 CONFIDENCE.. IT'S ALL
< '& N FAKE. I DUNNO HOW IT
: CAME TO ME BUT...
-
B L~
\ , HMM....
SEVERAL GUYS HAVE BEEN "SICK”
: FROM WORK FOR 3 DAYS NOW.
I NEED TO GET MY HANDS ON
e " ONE OF THESE DISKS/

HEY AUGGIE!
YOU BROUGHT SOME
FRIENDS? COOL MAN...

YOU ALL WANT TO
GET ON WITH Us?




HEY! SWEET... WANNA TRY?

IT'LL ONLY TAKE A FEW
MINUTES AND YOU'LL BE
ON WITH Us...

TOTALLY VIRTUAL!
NO ACTUAL
CONTACT NEEDED!

THREE DAYS!?

OF YOU - VIRTUALLY!
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MAN...I SURE WOULD LOVE TO
YOU &GUYS STINK
1O HIGH HEAVEN! ; GET DOUBLE STUFFED BY BOTH

HURRY UP!!
HE'S TOTALLY
DEHYDRATED!

YEAH! YEAH!
HOLD ON MAN...
I'M GETTING THERE.
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PON'T WORRY,
AUGEIE, MY PAL...

WE ARE GOING TO
GET TO THE BOTTOM
OF THIS PROBLEM.

AND T THINK I
KNOW JUST THE &UY
TO POINT US IN THE

RIGHT DIRECTION!

T A R e

YOU ARE GOING TO
KILL YOURSELF.

HEY! PIDN'T T
CHAT WITH you

TODAY? 4

I'M NOT TAKING
“I'M NOT
INTERESTED"

THIS TIME...

i1 e

WILLIAM?

IT'S DEAN. AND
BROUGHT SOME

WE WERE WONDERING
IF WE COULD BEND YOUR
EAR FOR A BIT?

rLL suzz A g
You IN... &}




LET ME GUESS. IT ALL STARTS
WITH A FREE TRIAL OFFER AND
ENDS IN APDICTION?

I HAVE A WHOLE STACK OVER
THERE... THEY MAKE GREAT COASTERS.

BUT SERIOUSLY, T HAVE A LOT OF
DIRT ON THIS WHOLE OPPERATION.

HEY &UYS.
WHY DON'T WE TALK ABOUT THIS
OVER SOME ICE COLD SODAT

SPACIOUS...

WARM...
INVITING...

I'M HOPING TO SHOWCASE
MY NEWLY REDESIGNED
MODERN HOME IN SOME
MAGAZINES NEXT MONTH...

I'VE GOT A FEW
BITS AND BOBS ARRIVING
TO FLUSH OUT THE
FURNISHINGS, BUT IT'S
ALL MINE!

CAN WE HANG OUT HERE
SHEESH! - INSTEAD OF YOUR
PLACE, DEAN?

= i .\

S0 ERICK, HOW DO
YOU KNOW BILL?

COMPUTER \ ¥ (/i )‘
PROGRAMMING g 1 o \ [
HAS DONE 3 L
o~
&

You WELL
BlLLY BOY!

: | . . : | { IT'S A LONG STORY.
X / = \ HE'S TAKING CARE OF ME
FOR A BIT UNTIL T'M BETTER.

-

TN TR HERE YOU 0. : AND WHILE ERICK'S
ONE OF MY OBJECTIVES > BEEN HERE AT
SEASON FOR BEARST O PLAY BUPID. WILLIAM SPRUNG 'SPA WILLIAM!, HE'S

PON'T SPOIL IT... ME OUT OF THAT
WHOLE MESS, BUT
THERE ARE 100'S
OF PEOPLE THAT
\ NEED SAVING.

l

.l BEEN A GOLDMINE
=, - 7= OF INFORMATION.

YOUu MusT r
BE AUGGIE...

YOU SEE, I WAS
INVOLVED WITH THE FIRST
VERSION OF THAT VIRTUAL

AVATAR PROGRAM.

§ sToPBY
——_ ANYTIME. I HAVE TO AS

b YOU SOMETHING.




I'VE GOT MAPS, DETAILED
SCEMATICS, AND T EVEN
KNOW THAT THE ¢UY WHO
RUNS 7HAT CIRCUS IS
DEATHLY AFRAID OF

GERMS.

| e -
|/ LET'S JUST SAY, THAT ¢
T WAS ALSO BARELY ABLE \§ X

g TO DO SOME EPUCATED
POKING AROUND THE SYSTEM
OVER AT TWEEKCHRONICS,

|\ THE SOFTWARE IS TOTALLY
y ALIEN TO ME. THE GUY THAT OWNS AND

RUNS THE PLACE, HECTOR
IVANS, MADE MOST OF HIS
MONEY DURING THE INTERNET

EXPLOSION IN SOME SHADY

BUSINESSES.

[ I WAS GOING TO DROP '\
THIS FILE TO THE COPS

BUT... I'LL JUST LEAVE
IT HERE IN AUGGIE'S

STRONG, CAPABLE
N HANDS.

S0 THAT'S
WHERE WE

COME IN,
RIGHT?

I CAN PROVIDE TWEEKCHRONICS
UNIFORMS AND I EVEN HAVE
SECURITY CARDS TO GET YOU IN.

BUT THERE'S ONE THING I'M
CURIOUS ABOUT PESPITE ALL
THE BAD JU-JU SURROUNDING,

WHAT'S IT LIKE IN
THIS VIRTUAL
WORLD?

IMAGINE HAVING ALL FIVE SENSES
FIRING FULL THROTTLE...

ONCE AGAIN, BILL,
YOU AMAZE ME!

NVINCIBLE...

IFELT I

THE AFTER AFFECTS WRECKED

ME. I STILL DON'T KNOW
IF I'LL EVER GET BACK TO FULL
HEALTH. THE WEIGHTLOSS WAS
DRAMATIC, MY LACK OF FOCUS...

&OT OUT WHEN T
DID. I'VE SEEN
WORSE PEOPLE

THAN ME.

LATER THAT NIGHT...

NOW LET'S
DO THIS
COOL-HEADED.

S0 MUCH FOR
COOLHUEADED, YEAH?

IF YOU'D BE SO KIND TO
FOLLOW ME DOWN THE RABBIT
HOLE... WE CAN SETTLE
THIS ONCE AND FOR ALL.




UM, IS IT A BAD SIGN IF
THE FLOORS NUMBERS
DESCEND IN REVERSE?

YOU DON'T
BELONG HERE...

Z

YOU'RE
RIGHT...

WE DON'T.

WE'RE HERE TO PUT AN
END TO WHAT YOU ARE

DOING TO GUYS ALL OVER

THIS CITY!

STOP ME? WHY?

I'M OFFERING A SAFE
ALTERNATIVE. FREE OF DISEASE.

THE POTENTIAL TO BE MORE THAN
ONE I15. I'M GUESSING YOU GUYS
HAVEN'T... GOTTEN ON7?

PEOPLE HAVEN'T EATEN ANYTHING,
GONE TO WORK, OR
ACTUALLY
INTERACTED
NORMALLY
WITH ANYONE

ALL WHILE YOU SIT HERE AND
RAKE IN THE CASH!
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A
MINOR FPROBLEMS. \

BUT YOU CAN'T STOP ME.
THEY NEED THIS SERVICE — -
MORE THAN EVER... -

PHEH! WHAT DOES IT MATTER
TO ME ANYWAY?

/F YOU AREN'T GOING
TO SHUT THIS POWN,

ONE MORE
MOVE AND ['LL
RELEASE A
FEEDBACK LOOP
AND DOWNLOAD
TO EVERYONE
CONNECTED
A SUB-ROUTINE
THAT HAS P/RE
CONSEQUENCES!

A VIRUS ENGINEERED
TO MAKE THE JUMP
FROM COMPUTER TO

l You wouLonT_Z
# YOU COULDN'T!

r—i =
IF I CAN'T HAVE MY
UTOPIAN DREAM WHERE
NOBODY TOUCHES EACH OTHER,
THEN EVERYONE WILL SUFFER!




NOW
LOOK HERE!

WE PUT AN END
TO THIS CRAZY
OPPERATION NOW...

AND WHAT WAS IT ABOUT
YOU AND GERMS? OH YES...

WANT TO KNOW
WHERE MY TONGUE HAS
BEEN IN THE LAST
48 HOURS?

AND ALL BUT...

WHAT DO WE DO WITH ALL THESE GUYS WHO'VE
COME TO THE SOURCE FOR THEIR NEXT FIX?

IS ANYONE UP
FOR SOME
RE-EPUCATION?

IT LOOKS LIKE
THERE |S ONE
LAST THING TO
po...






