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Cantonese Narrative Song Naamyam :
Hong Kong's Cultural Treasure
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Naamyam on the Cantonese Operatic Stage
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Mr. Yuen Siu Fai, a pree minent Cantonese opera singer, will talk about the use of naamyam on the Cantonese
operatic stage, and discuss the characteristics of naamyam as Cantonese narrative singing and on the
Cantonese operatic stage. The talk will be illustrated by recorded excerpts and brief live demonstrations by Mr.
Yuen.
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Speaker : Mr. YUEN Siu Fai (Pree minent Cantonese opera singer)
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The Blind Singer Dou Wun at the Fu Long Teahouse
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16-year-old Dou Wun arrived in Hong Kong from Canton in 1926 and began more than 50 years of profession as a naamyam
singer. His last major series of performances before he passed away in 1979 was when he sang for three months in 1975 at
the Fu Long Teahouse in the Sheung Wan district, leaving us with more than 40 hours of live recordings and valuable
photographs. Professor Bell Yung who arranged for the Fu Long performances will reminisce about Dou Wun and play
excerpts of the recordings and show photographs.
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Speaker : Dr.Bell G (Professor of Music, University of Pittsburgh)
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The Inside World of Naamyam
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Mr. Au Kwan Cheung, a renowned naamyam singer, will perform famous naamyam pieces. He will also be interviewed by
Professor Yu Siu Wah of the Music Department of the Chinese University of Hong Kong about his many years of experience in
naamyam performance.
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Speaker :  Mr. AU Kwan Cheung (Renowned naamyam singer)
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Musicians : DO Wing (yehu), CHAN Kwok Fai (zheng), HO Kang Ming (pipa)
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The Blind Singers' Stories of the Two Cities - Local Lives of Guangzhou and Hong Kong in the
Naamyam Lyrics
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Naamyam is the local narrative singing tradition in Cantonese dialect. Before the first half of the last Century, naamyam sung
by blind singers was a popular form of entertainment in Canton and Hong Kong, from the brothels to the homes in the high
society. In addition to traditional stories, the blind singers' improvisation on current affairs and local life is one of the
significant features of naamyam. Dr. Sonia Ng will lead us through selected song passages and point out the song's
historical and sociological significances to the two cities. For example, among the songs, Dou Wun's autobiographical "Dou
Wun Remembers His Past" created in 1975 and performed in Fu Long Teahouse offers important material on the half century
history of Hong Kong.
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Speaker : Dr. Sonia NG (Prominent writer; Honorary advisor, the Chinese Music Archive of the Chinese

University of Hong Kong)
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