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MICHELE DUNNE

Michele Dunne is the Director of the Atlantic Council’s Rafik Hariri Center for the 
Middle East and editor of the online journal, the Arab Reform Bulletin.

She was previously a senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, and a former specialist on Middle East affairs at the U.S. Department of State and 
White House, where she served in assignments including the National Security Council 
staff, the Secretary of State’s Policy Planning Staff, the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, the U.S. 
Consulate General in Jerusalem, and the Department of State’s Bureau of Intelligence 
and Research.

Her research interests include Arab politics, political and economic reform, and U.S. 
policies in the Middle East. She holds a Ph.D. in Arabic language and literature from 
Georgetown University.
 

JEFFREY GEDMIN

Jeffrey Gedmin is the CEO and President of the Legatum Institute in London and the 
former President of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, a position he assumed in March 
2007. Before taking the helm at RFE/RL, Dr Gedmin served for nearly six years as 
Director of the Aspen Institute in Berlin, a non-profit, non-partisan organisation whose 
mission is “to foster ‘enlightened’ leadership and open-minded dialogue.” From 1996 
to 2001, Dr Gedmin was a resident scholar and Executive Director of the American 
Enterprise Institute’s New Atlantic Initiative. 
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URI DADUSH

Uri Dadush is senior associate and director in Carnegie’s International Economics 
Programme. His work focuses on trends in the global economy, and he is interested in 
the implications of the increased importance of developing countries for the pattern of 
financial flows, trade and migration, and the associated economic policy and governance 
questions. He is the editor of the Carnegie International Economic Bulletin, and the 
co-author of Paradigm Lost: The Euro in Crisis (Carnegie report, June 2010) and of the 
forthcoming book Juggernaut: How Emerging Markets Are Reshaping Globalisation.

A French citizen, Dadush previously served as the World Bank’s director of international 
trade and before that as director of economic policy. He has also served concurrently as 
the director of the Bank’s world economy group, leading the preparation of the Bank’s 
flagship reports on the international economy over eleven years.

Prior to joining the World Bank, he was president and CEO of the Economist 
Intelligence Unit and Business International, part of the Economist Group (1986–1992); 
group vice president, international, for Data Resources, Inc. (1982–1986), now Global 
Insight; and a consultant with McKinsey and Co. In Europe.

MAREK DABROWSKI

Marek Dabrowski is a Professor of Economics and President of CASE (Center for Social 
and Economic Research) in Warsaw. He served as Chairman of the Supervisory Council 
of CASE Ukraine in Kyiv (1999-2009).

Dr Dabrowski is the former First Deputy Minister of Finance (1989-1990), Member of 
Parliament (1991-1993) and Member of the Monetary Policy Council of the National Bank 
of Poland (1998-2004). Since the late 1980s he has been involved in policy advising and 
policy research in Eastern Europe, Middle East and Central Asia, and in a number of 
international research projects related to monetary and fiscal policies, financial crises, 
international financial architecture, EU and EMU enlargement, perspectives of European 
integration, European Neighbourhood Policy and political economy of transition. He is a 
consultant of the World Bank and UNDP and the author of several academic and policy 
papers, and editor of several book publications.
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TARIK M. YOUSEF

Tarik M. Yousef is Associate Professor of Economics in the School of Foreign Service and 
Shaykh Al-Sabah Chair of Arab Studies in the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, 
both at Georgetown University.

He received his Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University and specialises in 
development economics and economic history with a particular focus on the Middle 
East. His current research interests include the dynamics of labour markets, the political 
economy of policy reform, development policies in oil-exporting countries, and the 
economic history of Egypt.

Dr Yousef’s research and policy experience includes working at the Middle East 
Department of the International Monetary Fund; the Office of the Chief Economist in 
Middle East and North Africa Region of the World Bank; and the Millennium Project 
at the UN. At present, he is a Senior Fellow with the Dubai Initiative at the Kennedy 
School of Government.

HAFEZ GHANEM
Hafez Ghanem is the Assistant Director-General, at the UN FAO’s Economic and Social 
Development Department. Mr Ghanem began his professional career with the World 
Bank in Washington D.C. in 1983. Between 1995 and 1997, he served as the World Bank’s 
principal Economist for Armenia, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. From 1997 to 2000, 
he worked successively as Sector Leader, Public Economics and Trade Policy for Europe 
and Central Asia Region. Subsequently, he was appointed as the World Bank’s Country 
Director in Madagascar, Comoros, Mauritius and Seychelles. From 2004, he served as 
Country Director in Nigeria.

Mr Ghanem holds a B.A. and an M.A. in Economics (Economic Development and 
International Trade) from the American University in Cairo, Egypt, and a Ph.D. in 
Economics (Trade, Econometrics) from the University of California, Davis, USA.
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DESSISLAVA ROUSSANOVA

Dessislava Roussanova is a Senior Adviser on the Eurasia region at International Alert 
in London. Ms Roussanova has been involved in political transition processes in Eastern 
Europe in the 1990s. She was part of the youth anti-communist movement in Bulgaria 
in 1989 and early 1990s. She worked there in the 1990s as a journalist, PR person, 
briefly in the PR team of the Prime Minister (the Government of the Union of the 
Democratic Forces). Since 2000 she has been working on conflicts and governance issues 
in societies in transition in the Former Soviet Union during times of changes in the 
region, like the revolutions in Georgia and Kyrgyzstan. She has worked on socio-political 
transition processes, as well as facilitated various dialogue and peace-building initiatives 
in countries of the Former Soviet Union. Her background is in mass media, public 
information and in peace-building and conflict resolution.

MICHAL SAFIANIK

Michal Safianik is the Deputy Executive Director of the Permanent Secretariat of 
the Community of Democracies. Previously, he served as the Director for Board and 
Corporate Relations at the Atlantic Council of the United States in Washington DC. 
He was also a Visiting Scholar at the George Washington University’s Elliot School of 
International Affairs and worked as a European Programme Manager and Analyst at the 
Warsaw based Center for International Relations. He is the Co-founder of the American 
Polish Forum and the Belarus Working Group. Mr Safianik graduated from the College 
of Europe with a Master of Arts in European Advanced Interdisciplinary Studies. He also 
holds an M.A. in European Cultural Studies from the Jagiellonian University and a Master 
in International Relations from Högskolan Dalarna, Sweden.
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DALIBOR ROHAC  
(Rapporteur, Legatum Institute)

Dalibor Rohac is a Research Fellow at the Legatum Institute. An economist by training, 
he works on a variety of topics related to economic development, economic policy 
and international political economy, with a particular focus on cultural foundations 
of prosperity. Prior to joining the Institute, Mr Rohac was a Weidenfeld Scholar at 
University of Oxford, intern at the Office of the President of the Czech Republic and 
a research associate at the Centre for the New Europe in Brussels. He has authored a 
dozen academic articles, published in academic journals. Mr Rohac holds an M.Phil. from 
the University of Oxford, a M.A. from the George Mason University and a doctorate 
from the Charles University in Prague.

MARA REVKIN  
(Rapporteur, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace)

Mara Revkin is the Assistant Director of the Atlantic Council’s Rafik Hariri Center 
for the Middle East. She was previously a Junior Fellow at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace and a former Fulbright Fellow to Oman. She graduated from 
Swarthmore College in 2009 with a B.A. in Political Science and Arabic. 


