
of Staff, Washington DC; Chief, House Legislative 
Liaison Division, Office of the Chief, Legislative 
Division Washington DC; Assistant Division 
Commander (Operations) 82nd Airborne Fort 
Bragg; and Assistant Chief of Staff, C3, Coalition 
Forces Land Component Command, Camp Doha 
Kuwait.

His last assignment prior to commanding Fort 
Jackson was Operations Officer for the Coalition 
Forces Land Component Command (CFLCC) in 
Kuwait in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom/
Enduring Freedom.

Turner’s combat experiences include a combat 
jump into Panama during Operation Just Cause 
in December 1989; a deployment to Operation 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm from 1990-1991; 
and deployment to the Coalition Forces Land 
Component Command in Kuwait in 2003.

His awards include the Defense Superior Service 
Medal, the Legion of Merit (with Oak Leaf 
Cluster), the Bronze Star Medal (with Oak Leaf 
Cluster), the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Meritorious Service Medal (with 3 Oak Leaf 
Clusters), the Army Commendation Medal 
(with Oak Leaf Cluster), the Army Achievement 
Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster); the Combat 
Infantry Badge, the Expert Infantry Badge, the 
Master Parachutist Badge (with Combat Star), the 
Pathfinder Badge, the Ranger Tab, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Identification Badge, and the Army Staff 
Identification Badge.
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Brigadier General Abraham J. Turner, a native 
of Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, graduated 
from South Carolina State University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in music. He also earned 
a Master’s Degree in public administration 
from Shippensburg University in Shippensburg, 
Pennsylvania.  

While enrolled at South Carolina State University,  
Turner was active in the ROTC program. He 
received his United States Army commission as a 
Second Lieutenant in 1976.  He is also a graduate 
of several military schools including the Infantry 
Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, the United 
States Army Command and General Staff College, 
and the United States Army War College.  

Turner has held numerous positions through-
out his Army career and has commanded at the 
company, battalion, and brigade levels. Currently, 
Turner commands the nation’s largest initial entry 
training post, Fort Jackson in South Carolina, 
where an average of over 40,000 soldiers per year 
are trained for the Army.  

His assignments have included Executive Officer 
and later commander, B Company 1st Battalion, 
1st Advanced Individual Training Brigade, Fort 
Benning; Instructor, 3rd Ranger Company, Fort 
Benning; S4, 2nd BN, 505th Infantry, Fort 
Bragg; Commander, A Co, 2-505 Infantry, Fort 
Bragg; Schools Commandant, G3, Fort Bragg; 
Assistant Professor of Military Science, South 
Carolina State College, Orangeburg SC; S3 
(Operations), 1-5 Infantry, Korea; S4 1st Brigade 
Fort Bragg; Executive Officer, 1-504 Infantry Fort 
Bragg; Deputy G3 (Operations) 82nd Airborne 
Fort Bragg; Commander 3-504 Infantry Fort 
Bragg; Regimental Tactical Officer, West Point; 
Commander, Infantry Training Brigade Fort 
Benning; Chief, Joint Exercise and Training 
Division, J7 Washington DC; Special Assistant to 
the Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 

Brigadier General
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Howard University in Washington 
D.C. opened in 1867.  

Rev. Henry McNeal Turner died 
in 1915. 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
founded at Indiana University, 
was incorporated in 1911. 

Claude McKay, poet, died in 
1948.

Thomas Bradley was elected 
mayor of Los Angeles in 1973.

Elijah McCoy, inventor and holder 
of over fi fty patents, was born in 
1844.

Slaves in Georgia, Florida and 
South Carolina were freed, 1862. 

Sammy Davis, Jr. died in 1990.

Bob Marley, reggae legend, dies 
in 1981.

Countee Cullen, poet, was born 
in 1903.

Sugar Ray Robinson, middleweight 
boxing champion was born in 
1920. 

P.B.S. Pinchback, fi rst Black state 
governor, was born in 1837. 

Brown vs. Board of 
Education made “Separate 
But Equal” in public schools 
unconstitutional in 1954.

Hal McRae was named manager 
of the Kansas City Royals in 1991. 
Patti LaBelle was born in 1944.

NAACP held fi rst conference (as 
the National Negro Committee) 
in 1909.

Freedom Rides began in 1961. 
Plessy vs. Ferguson upheld 
“Separate But Equal” doctrine in 
1896. 

Dancer Martha Graham was born 
in 1854. 

Reggie Jackson, baseball player, 
was born in 1946.

Madame C. J. Walker, entrepreneur, 
died in 1919. Miles Davis, jazz 
musician, born in 1926.

Gwendolyn Brooks became the 
fi rst Black person awarded a 
Pulitzer Prize, for Annie Allen, 
in 1950. 

Robert Smalls seized Confederate 
warship in 1862. 

 
Malcolm X was born in 1925.

Althea Gibson won the French 
Open, becoming the fi rst Black 
tennis player to win a major 
tennis title, 1956.

Civil Rights Act signed by President 
Eisenhower in 1960. 

 
Joe Louis was born in 1914. 

 
Robert N. C. Nix was elected to 
United States Congress in 1958

Louis Gossett, Jr., actor, was born 
in 1936.

J.R. Winters patented the fi re 
escape, 1878. 

In 1804 a slave known only as York 
accompanied Lewis and Clark on 
their expedition. 

Lowell W. Perry was confi rmed as 
chairman of the Equal Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) in 1975.

Eliza Ann Gardner, underground 
railroad conductor, was born in 
1831.
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