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We have been reporting a status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station by 
summarizing news aired by NHK, which is Japanese national broadcasting company. 
We regard it as most credible news among many news sources and we are happy to say 
that NHK’s English website has gotten enriched and now you can see movies and 
English scripts at http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/society.html.  
Given this situation, we decide to simply place these scripts as it is for the record in case 
that it will be deleted from the website later, rather than summarizing news as we did. 

No. 49: 20:00, April 11 
 
NHK news regarding status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station 
yesterday and today. 
 

●M 7.0 quake hits northeastern Japan 
A strong earthquake struck north-eastern Japan at 5:16 PM, local time, on 
Monday. The Meteorological Agency at one time issued tsunami warnings for the 
coastal areas of Ibaraki Prefecture. 
The agency said the earthquake's magnitude was 7.0, and that its focus was in 
Fukushima Prefecture at a depth of 10 kilometers. 
Intensities of 6 minus on the Japanese scale of 0 to 7 were registered in some 
areas of Fukushima and Ibaraki prefectures, including Furudono Town, Nakajima 
Village and Hokota City. An intensity of 5 plus was registered in many areas in 
the southern Tohoku and northern Kanto regions. 
The Meteorological Agency lifted the tsunami warnings about fifty minutes later. 
A tsunami advisory for the coastal areas of neighboring prefectures was also 
lifted. 
Several minor quakes occurred following the major quake at 5:16. The agency is 
also warning of possible aftershocks with intensities of 6 plus or 6 minus. 
The operator of the crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, Tokyo 
Electric Power Company, says radiation figures at monitoring posts around the 
plant remain unchanged. The utility firm also says outdoor workers had been 
ordered to temporarily evacuate. 
Monday, April 11, 2011 18:46 +0900 (JST) 
 

●Water injection resumed at Fukushima Daiichi plant 
The operator of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant says water injection into 
the crippled reactors was briefly suspended after outside power lines were shut 
down by a magnitude 7.0 earthquake on Monday evening. 
Tokyo Electric Power Company said that outside power was restored for reactors 
No.1, 2 and 3. Water injection was resumed for these reactors after a suspension 
of about 50 minutes. 
Monday, April 11, 2011 18:34 +0900 (JST) 
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●Nuclear safety regrets its response to Fukushima 
The government's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency admitted that it has 
sometimes failed to properly manage the accidents at the Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear power plant. 
Senior agency official Hidehiko Nishiyama made the statement to reporters on 
Monday, one month following the quake and tsunami that severely damaged the 
power plant in northeastern Japan. 
Nishiyama said the agency failed to clearly address the problems at the plant, as 
one emergency followed another. 
He said the agency will thoroughly review what it has done so far, so that it can 
restore the cooling functions of the reactors while preserving the safety of the 
Japanese people. 
The agency is playing a central role in gathering information and overseeing the 
power plant as the government's nuclear safety regulator. They have dispatched 
officials to monitor progress at the plant. 
But it has been regularly criticized for failing to coordinate media briefings with 
the power company. They have also been under fire for not providing enough 
information to the Nuclear Safety Commission, which offers technical advice to 
the government. 
Monday, April 11, 2011 16:22 +0900 (JST) 
 

●Expanded evacuation considered 
The Japanese government is considering expanding its current 20-kilometer 
evacuation radius around the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, taking into 
account the risks of long-term accumulated radiation exposure. 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano said on Monday that the government may 
advise residents in areas between 20 and 30 kilometers from the plant to evacuate, 
based on accumulated radiation exposure levels. Currently such residents have 
been advised to remain indoors. 
Edano also said the government is considering advising residents to evacuate 
even from areas outside the zone where cumulative radiation exposure risks are 
higher. 
He said the possibility that the situation at the plant will worsen cannot be ruled 
out. 
Iitate Village in Fukushima Prefecture could be the target of the evacuation 
instruction, because high levels of accumulated radiation have been recorded in 
some areas there. Most of Iitate lies farther than 30 kilometers from the power 
plant. 
Iitate Mayor Norio Kanno told NHK that the village learned on Sunday that the 
government may put the entire village under an evacuation instruction for a 
certain period of time. 
He said he is opposed to designating the entire village as an evacuation zone, 
because radiation levels in parts of the village remain low. But he said the 
government is unlikely to listen to him. He added that he wants to remain in the 
village and deal with the disaster's aftermath. 
Monday, April 11, 2011 14:05 +0900 (JST) 
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●One month since disaster hits nuclear plant 
One month after the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant was crippled by the quake 
and tsunami that devastated Japan's northeastern coast, the plant's operator is still 
struggling to regain control. 
Tokyo Electric Power Company has been striving to restore reactor cooling 
systems since the March 11th disaster knocked out electricity at the plant. The 
power station continues to release radioactive substances into the air and sea. 
Heavily contaminated water in turbine buildings and a concrete tunnel has been 
hampering restoration efforts and preventing workers from even inspecting the 
pumping systems. 
On Sunday, TEPCO began removing debris from the plant using unmanned 
heavy machinery. 
It plans to start moving highly radioactive water from the concrete tunnel to 
another storage facility on Monday. 
At a news conference on Sunday, TEPCO said it is studying using air instead of 
seawater for cooling. It said cooling the reactors' containment vessels with water 
is also under consideration. 
But a TEPCO executive said that at this point, the company is still examining 
viable options and cannot say when it will be able to achieve stable cooling and 
control the radiation. 
Monday, April 11, 2011 10:22 +0900 (JST) 
 

●G20 to discuss Japan's nuclear disaster issues 
Finance ministers and central bank chiefs of the Group of 20 nations will likely 
discuss Japan's efforts to overcome the March 11 disaster and to deal with the 
nuclear emergency at their next meeting. 
The meeting will be held on Thursday and Friday in Washington. Japanese 
Finance Minister Yoshihiko Noda and Bank of Japan Governor Masaaki 
Shirakawa will be attending. 
With a number of Japanese factories still closed, G20 nations are becoming 
increasingly concerned that shortages of machinery parts made in Japan may 
have an impact overseas. Concerns are also mounting over the prolonged 
troubles at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. 
Observers say participants will likely discuss how Japan could deal with the 
aftermath of the disaster. The Japanese side is expected to explain various 
measures, including supplementary budgets. Japan will pledge all-out efforts to 
get its economy back on a recovery track, despite forecasts saying it may slow 
down temporarily. 
Some nations are expected to express concerns over a possible delay in Japan's 
fiscal restructuring. Japan will likely highlight the importance of reconstructing 
itself, while keeping its fiscal condition in order. 
Finance ministers and central bank governors of the Group of 7 industrialized 
nations will have a separate meeting before the G20 meeting. Attention is 
focused on whether Japan can show the international community a persuasive 
roadmap to its reconstruction and to end their worries. 
Monday, April 11, 2011 06:48 +0900 (JST) 
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●TEPCO uses unmanned equipment to remove rubble 
Tokyo Electric Power Company has bugun using unmanned heavy equipment to 
remove radioactive rubble at the tsunami-hit Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. 
Hydrogen explosions blew off the ceilings and walls of the Number One and 
Number Three reactor buildings. The debris is emitting hundreds of millisieverts 
of radiation per hour in some places, hindering the restoration work. 
The utility started using remote-controlled power shovels and bulldozers to 
remove the rubble on Sunday afternoon. 
Operators are using cameras attached to the equipment as well as 6 fixed cameras 
at the site to carry out the work from hundreds of meters away. 
A lead-covered mobile operating room will be used to remove debris from places 
that cannot be reached by radio waves. 
TEPCO says the rubble will be put into containers and stored at the plant under 
strict supervision, as it may be contaminated with high levels of radiation. 
Sunday, April 10, 2011 18:40 +0900 (JST) 
 

●Fukushima prefecture to measure radiation levels 
Fukushima Prefecture has decided to measure radiation levels at 2,700 locations 
and disclose the data amid growing concern about radioactive contamination. 
Many residents have demanded information on the radiation levels in their 
communities following the radiation leaks from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
plant. 
Fukushima Prefecture and the government's disaster task force will measure 
radiation levels at 2,700 locations in 55 municipalities, except for those within a 
20-kilometer radius of the power plant. 
The levels of radioactive iodine and cesium in soil will be analyzed in some areas. 
Seventy prefectural employees will carry out the work between Tuesday and 
Friday, and will disclose the results to residents. 
Sunday, April 10, 2011 18:35 +0900 (JST) 
 
End 
 


