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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

L i t e r a r y  H a l l ,  whose i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  remain l a r g e l y  i n t a c t  today,  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1869-70 f o r  t he  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  of  Romney, i n  Hampshire County, 
West V i r g i n i a .  

L i t e r a r y  Ha l l  i s  t a l l  i n  p ropor t i on  and formal i n  appearance. ~ t s  e lements  
o f  s t y l e  f e a t u r e  both e a r l y  American and V i c t o r i a n  themes commonly seen i n  academic 
b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  per iod .  The l a b e l  mouldings and b r i c k  co rbe l ing  a r e  V i c t o r i a n  
d e t a i l s  t h a t ,  i n  t h i s  example, combine n i c e l y  wi th  t h e  symmetry o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  
F e d e r a l  pe r iod  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

T h i s  imposing b u i l d i n g  i s  a  r e d  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  r ec t angu la r  i n  shape, two 
s t o r i e s  h i g h  wi th  gable  roo f .  The f o u r  room f i r s t  f l o o r  and l a r g e  s i n g l e  ba l l room 
o f  t h e  second f l o o r  r e s t  on a  sands tone ,  a s h l a r  b lock  foundat ion.  The gable  roof  
i s  covered wi th  s t and ing  seam t i n  shee t ing .  

The f r o n t  and s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  o f  L i t e r a r y  H a l l  a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  and 
f i v e  bays ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The b r i c k  i s  l a i d  i n  a  f ive-coarse  American bond. 
The double-hung windows, a l l  o f  which a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  have 9 /9  l i g h t  sashes  and 
a r e  symmetr ica l ly  placed w i t h i n  r eces sed  b r i c k  pane l s  t h a t  a r e  def ined  a t  t h e  
f i r s t  and second l e v e l s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  wi th  r i b s ,  o r  p seudo-p i l a s t e r s ,  t h a t  form 
t h e  o u t e r  s u r f a c e  p lane  of t he  b u i l d i n g ' s  w a l l s .  The windows a r e  p ro t ec t ed  w i t h  
v ?en louvered s h u t t e r s .  

The s imple ,  wooden r ak ing  c o r n i c e  of  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  gab le  surmounts an  
ornamenta l  b r i c k  c o r b e l  t a b l e .  The gab le  of  L i t e r a r y  H a l l  i s  cen te red  wi th  a  
s e m i - c i r c u l a r  f a n l i g h t .  

White l a b e l  mouldings adorn t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n ,  e n t r a n c e ,  and f i r s t  f l o o r  
windows o f  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The double  wooden en t r ance  door (whose lock  i s  a l s o  
o r i g i n a l )  i s  t a l l  and f e a t u r e s  four  v e r t i c a l  pane l s .  A r ec t angu la r  transom l i g h t  
i s  f i l l e d  wi th  f o u r  v e r t i c a l  g l a s s  panes.  

L i t e r a r y  H a l l  i s  en t e r ed  from a  spac ious  s toop  t h a t  i s  approached from 
Romney's Main S t r e e t  wi th  r e c e n t l y  re-worked b r i c k  s t e p s .  

Another i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  i t s  matching i n t e r i o r  s i d e  
chimneys, between t h e  second and t h i r d  bays o f  t h e  facade ,  which r ise above t h e  
roo f  on both s i d e s  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e  unique f e a t u r e s  combine t o  make L i t e r a r y  H a l l  one o f  Romney's 
and Hampshire County 's  most no t ab l e  landmarks, and one i n  which t h i s  community i s  
j u s t i f i a b l y  proud. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

L i t e r a r y  H a l l ,  l oca t ed  a t  Main and High S t r e e t s  i n  Romney, County Sea t  o f  
Hampshire County, West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  h i g h l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t he  development of  
educa t ion  and l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  United S t a t e s .  

L i t e r a r y  Ha l l  was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1869-70 by t h e  L i t e r a r y  Soc ie ty  o f  Romney, 
one  of  t h e  o l d e s t  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  a s  such ,  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Founded i n  
Romney on February 4 ,  1819 by n ine  of  t h e  town's l e ad ing  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  
took  a s  i t s  o b j e c t i v e  " the  advancement o f  L i t e r a t u r e  and Science,  t h e  purchase 
o f  a  L i b r a r y  by and f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  i t s  members; and t h e i r  f u r t h e r  improvement 
by d i s c u s s i n g  before  t h e  Soc i e ty  such q u e s t i o n s  a s  s h a l l  be s e l ec t ed  under i t s  
d i r e c t o r s " .  The f i r s t  c h a r t e r  named t h e  s o c i e t y  "The Polemic Soc ie ty  of  Romney" 
and t h i s  remained t h e  name u n t i l  changed t o  t h e  "Li te ra ry  Soc ie ty  of Romney" 
i n  t h e  1830s. The L i t e r a r y  Soc i e ty  accumulated a  sp lendid  c l a s s i c a l  L i b r a r y ,  
which by 1830 numbered 3000 volumes; c e r t a i n l y  t h e  l a r g e s t  such l i b r a r y  i n  

C d e s t e r n  V i rg in i a  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Frequent  deba t e s  were he ld  by t h e  s o c i e t y  on 
t o p i c s  o f  t h e  day, and members .of t h e  S o c i e t y  e a r l y  on launched a  movement t o  
e s t a b l i s h  an i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  "higher educa t ion  of  t h e  youth o f  t h e  commun- 
i t y " .  The es tab l i shment  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  Romney Academy i n  1820 was 
a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of  t he  s o c i e t y ' s  campaign. 

I n  1845 the  L i t e r a r y  Soc i e ty  c o n t r a c t e d  f o r  " the  e r e c t i o n  of  a  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
the L i t e r a r y  Soc ie ty  of  Romney" and,  by an  a c t  of  t h e  V i rg in i a  Assembly, t h i s  
was approved i n  the form o f  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  t he  Romney C l a s s i c a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  
i n  1847, long a  lead ing  i n s t i t u t i o n  of  h i g h e r  educa t ion  f o r  t h i s  reg ion .  This  
b u i l d i n g ,  a  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  o f  two s t o r i e s ,  surmounted by a  cupola ,  and embel l ished 
wi th  a  handsome p o r t i c o  t h e  e n t i r e  width o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  l a t e r  became t h e  c e n t r a l  
s t r u c t u r e  of  t he  Romney School f o r  t h e  Deaf and Blind and remains a s  such today. 

The coming of t he  C i v i l  War brought  ha rd  times t o  much of t h e  Eas t e rn  
Panhandle,  and Hampshire County, n o t  l e a s t  of  a l l .  Romney i t s e l f  changed hands 
f i f t y  t imes dur ing  the  course  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  and t h i s  L i t e r a r y  Soc i e ty  became 
one o f  t h e  primary v ic t ims  o f  t h i s  d i s r u p t i o n  of  normal l i f e .  Many of  t he  members 
o f  t h e  Soc i e ty  went o f f  t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  Southern Confederacy; and Union t roops  

- ransacked  thg S o c i e t y ' s  famed l i b r a r y ,  s c a t t e r i n g  t h e  volumes f a r  and wide. 
- ,  
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A f t e r  t h e  te rmina t ion  of  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  1865, i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  
L i t e r a r y  Soc i e ty  of Romney had been a  v i c t i m  o f  t h e  war. Many o f  t h e  members 
l i e  i n  s o l d i e r ' s  g raves ,  t h e  l i b r a r y  was a l l  b u t  destroyed (only some 400 
volumes remained) and t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  was i n  a  s t a t e  of  d i s r e p a i r .  Discouraged,  
t h e  remaining members waited u n t i l  1869 b e f o r e  a t tempt ing  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  Soc i e ty .  
It was a t  t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  was rev ived  and, a f t e r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e i r  
p rope r ty  t o  t h e  Board o f  Regents o f  West V i r g i n i a  i n  o r d e r  t o  s ecu re  f o r  Romney 
t h e  West V i rg in i a  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  Deaf and Dumb and Blind,  t h e  S o c i e t y  took 
on new l i f e  with a  pub l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  r a i s e d  $1,383.60. The o r i g i n a l  
l i b r a r y  was a t  l a s t  p a r t i a l l y  reassembled,  and i n  1870 L i t e r a r y  H a l l  was con- 
s t r u c t e d  t o  house t h e  r e v i t a l i z e d  s o c i e t y .  For t h e  next  decade, t h e  i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  community cen te red  around t h e  reborn L i t e r a r y  Soc i e ty  and 
i ts  L i t e r a r y  Hal l .  I n  t h e  1880s, however, a s  t h e  o l d e r  members d i ed  o f f ,  t h e  
S o c i e t y  waned i n  importance and meet ings became less f requent .  The l a s t  r e -  
corded meeting o f  t h e  Soc ie ty  took p l a c e  a t  L i t e r a r y  H a l l  on February 15 ,  1886. 

A f t e r  t h e  dea th  of  t he  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  Romney, L i t e r a r y  H a l l  f e l l  
i n t o  d i s u s e  u n t i l  assumed a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  by the  Masonic Lodge. L i t e r a r y  
H a l l  con t inues  t o  be  used a s  t h e  headqua r t e r s  and meeting h a l l  f o r  Romney's 
Masons. Today, t h e  records  and minutes o f  t h e  L i t e r a r y  Soc i e ty  o f  Romney, 
d a t i n g  back t o  1819, a r e  on d i s p l a y  f o r  p u b l i c  view a t  L i t e r a r y  H a l l .  
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Literary Hall stands at the northwest corner of Main and High Streets on a city 
lot in downtown Romney. 
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