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By Steve Israel 

For Golda Melf, lsrul's peren­
nIal ~earch Curoi! produced <II h,;,tlst 
"bllrr~'1 orbiCters~"t'd J,ILlghlt:r. 

for John Browl), founder ,llld 
chairman of D"JI,\.s·b<tsed Zion Oil 
& G,\~,  Inc., tile qLlt:SI fur S}II:fIICI/ 

h:ls become;), blblicJI imper'ltive 
Ih,IlInU~(  go (orw,Hd, dl·.)pltt· (h;1I­
kllgt'~ lion Oil hJS feH.:ed In drill­
ing ltS lif:>l wildc.ll \"1..'11 OJl Kibblll'l 
M<i';lnH, cas( o(C.lt'S:lfc:l, ISLlt'1. 

OVt'f the Sllmm<1. Ziun's a ­
plor.Hory :ii7.s·miIl101l 1.;'/(01"1, un­
derw;ly SII1C/;, 200S, \>I,l~ (lil shurt 
la' a d<p,h or IS.R42 reet) by ,.,h· 
nic,1I drilling problem:> rdlll1.'d 10 
underground W,Her, 

Blil the company's pt'lrole-ulII 
sciellljsls said I hey ~xtract~d v,llu­
able geologIc dJtJ - Jnd evidc-n(e 
of oil and gas hydrociHboll devos­
ils. Th~H Illform.ttion \'>'111 guide' 

their O(.'Xl a((empl. <l well cxpech;:d 
to be drdkd ne_ilfbY <lnd pen ... tftll ­

ing mure [han three md... s (owr 
18,000 feel) be'lle:.Hh tht' ~ur(,\(:<,  

"Res! JSSLlred th,ll wt"rl.' (kler­

mined 10 slJ((et'd." 13fOv..'J1 CC.lll· 

soled shareholdas ov("[ till' SUIl)­

mer. "We're 111<.:11 of ftlllll, Illt'll CJI 

SUbsl:..lnct', Jnd Gud hil.:> pruvl<.!t'd 

t'verylhing th~H  Zion hil~  n...'r:lkJ 
so (ar, ,1IH1 I fldl)' L'Xpl:'CI Ih,u {o 

h~lppcn  llntd .....'t' phY~IC,dly  St"~'  {hl' 
ad th)wing. Now yOLl Ciln gc:t illt(l 

specuiatlull <1S 10 how much. I'm 
expt.'(ting ~l  lot," said Broh'rl, \<lho 
profes~t's love for I~r;lel Jild Je ....'~ 

,IS J. ChrJ~tjan Ziunist. 
For Rich:ilrd Rinbl,:rg - .lll Or­

thudox Jew <llld former Vt'Il\Llrt' 
CJPi(dli~1 who i~  ZiOl1 Oil's chi~f  

ex~(ulivt'  officer - the project is 
a juslilie-d InVnfllll'll( Ihal ll;'h the 
pOlt'ntiJIIO rttducl.' bnlel's need (0 
imporl all its oil. Kinberg m,l<!t.' 
~Iiytlh from England lJ\ 1<j~6,  

"Tht"rt ar( no field Upt"',lti\~lh  

,'II pn:st'nt," Rillbl.'rg a..:knowledged 
in J It:lephonl! interview. "but we're 
JIl,d)'zing datJ. p!(\llllJng Il~W geo­
ph}'sicJI research ;Iud h<lv~  ~(arted  

ordering and re(eiving pipt' Ifor 
drillingi (rom ,lbro;l<:I." When yO\! 

dflllill ;11l are" wid10Ut proven (lil 
"lid gas reStrvl':., "you art'rI'l sur­
prised if Ihc: firsl \"l,1I i,:; /Ill{ Su..;· 
(es~ful. gul in Ihe ,let of drilling, 
yOll ,1ft' ltarn;n~ ,1 Illlgl' :lrJ)(Jllnl of 

in["'urm,Hiun and yULI budd ,1 .$·l) 

pi({urt' of Wh'H'S thnc'," hr: ),lld 
"Explur.:ll;on i~ high ri~k  - Ilul 

,In .Irl.:.1 for widuws ,1nd ()rp!l,\l\~,  It 

YOll ....'jJJ.lfyUll b.:llt I'ighl, yOUl,11l 

be :)\vash III llIulley." 

Pruductivt' !!,.\~  wdh ll;lVt' bn'll 

dug uftsll()ll' (fllill hl',lt'l lUI" )'1;'.11), 

but Iht' 4]U or ~\)  'JII.)I1OI"<'· .......el h Ill.ll 

ll~\vt'" rq)urtl'llly b~'l'll  Llnlkd ~lll  ... " 

\'95U (il\dlldll1~ the' W~'~l !",lllk 
,lilt! G;\i,l) h,I"'" yld,kd !lId) )llod 

t'SI [t"IUfll". HUh'l'\"l'I, lllu~l  PllUf 

drilling ....'.l~ III :>1J,tll'JWl'l .h:plh::. 
,JllJ III Ullin 1J.1~1~  uJ br.H:l 11l.11l 
{he htkh (hU"l'l1 tw !.lUll Uil. 

BIlH.... " .... ill,,) In.lIly b.blh..tl (,·f· 
.....ellCn 10 viI, thuugh ~Ulllc:  Hlbk 
schol;H" ([.Iilll till" (;{,ltIOlh m.IY 

be lO olivt' uil. The:' p.I.s~:lgl.' Ih.ll 

helped dlfect Hro\Vlllu I Ill' (lllfl'nl 

dl'llJing site;' W.I:\ fkH1t'r011UlllY 

33:24: "Be !\sht'r blt's~c'd  :lbovt: hl~  

)ulh; kl hllll [ok .I("("qJt,lblc' (ll hI) 

"Let me tell you 

something that 

we Israelis have 

against Moses. He 

took us 40 years 

through the desert 

in order to bring 

us to the one spot 

in the Middle East 

that has no oil!" 

- Former Prime 
Minister Golda Meir 

brdhrt:n .lIlt! It'! Illm ,lip hb Iu"! 
In oil." 

UrOWII110Iill·'1, 011 ,1111,'1' III till 

Inb~.s  or ISf,ll'1, Ih,ll (bhd'~  LIlld 
luokt:d ltk~'  " (l,Ot, .l .-Iul', he ~.lid,  

10 what'" oil (ould b~  luund. H,I)U! 

on 1\·dlllicd I,I((nl"::', ~(,;"Uiuol'() 

,lho likt"d tht."' IOClliull 

While )t'lllrllll'.' !.\\v,,> It·,llt ... : 

,1..:t,liled (\lI\lnl<.'lH~ .dhllll ... 1Il1'" 

(.It\,' pl,llb:IHd liJl1t,.'t.lL)k,.I~lllb~'I:-:'  

~,lld  "il\ III ...·Yl'i"V\J\I,;' 

gt'l llw Ilc'(l \\'.-11 dUll' ,. ")11·",, 
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PhOlo:SU·~.I .....1 

Zion 011 & Gas Founder and Chairman John Brown points out the firm's first oil 
riglocat;on to Don Weltz, ZIon's PR/marketing consultant. 

flll)ckJ inili;lllr by (lver $1 mil­
lillil nr Llrnwll\ conll'lblilioll ;)lld 
illVl'';llllClll\ h)· (:th~r.~. N(\\\' 111:: 
hll"i 1l0~  (lpcr.tln ,.... it h $(lI1lC or I he 
~12.61l1illi(l1l il :;lj.~I,,'d  III o((cril1g5­

on till" :\IllC'ric."I11 Slock [jehilllf.c 

carlier Ihi5 yC;lI 

I..l:'! mODtll, I:-.r;lc1l (\ut!wl"llic!) 

li<'<:f)~L"<1/_ioll  to colllinuf il,'i drill­
ing "'pn<llioll:'. l\cgul:llinll!> s\ipu­
1,11l' \h.ll 12.5 percent of ro)'~ltics  

\,-ill go to Israel. From lhe start, 
Brown has committed to allo~a(c  

6 }J<,rcenl or ncl revenue to two 

ch<Hil:lhlc (rusts. one in Israel and 
the OIher in the United States, and 
will donatc (0 charitable causes 
~ny  of his own sh;Heholder prof­
ll~, 

"Fol )nhn th:!t would be the 
crowning. glory o( everything 
we've done," said I~  inberp., "Thl.~ is 
Il0L a despcrale I usb for person<l/ 
1;,1 ill. v..re Me set lip 10 help th( 
slatr of lsr:lel." 

Rlnber~ recoglll7.es that nl<ll)' 

Jews \ll<l)' he skcp[ ical ..lboll{ the 
b:lckillg of I3l'own <lnd other lion 
Oil shi\rehokkrs. /1\11 Ril1her~ <It­

Irdllltt's ,h~ir  :,upporL of lsr~cl,  

lc ..... ~ ,11ld ZitH) Oil !(I p()si~ivL'  ;rel­
mOllllioll~ illlhc Book o(Gellesi~,  

"Nobodr ha!> Iried to change 
Illy helief," Rinbcrg said. "To my 
!lllnd, the Jewish communlt)' is {\ 
lillie behilld the curve." 

S:lys Abll Grecnsp<lll, chair of 
till' Jewish COlllmulllty Relatlons 
COllllcil of {he' ]cwish Federat ion 
(lfGre;Jle!" {)alla.~: "II's been debat­
ed in a varier}' of COll!exts nalion­

ally, Reasonable people disagree 
on wh;'\t lhe Jewish community's 
response 110 evangelical suppon} 
"hol1ld In-'. Our 10c:\1 leRe fed­
ing is I h;Jt \\1(' arc ,'Ill ..dvocatc fOJ" 
posilinils that enjoy sllppon of the 
(OnS('llSlI" of the comlllunity, and 
Fivcll l \1.1t Ihr.:rc's nol a con~ensu;;  

ill tht, C;ll"lter n;'lIL-l~ commu­
llllr, we h;\\,e nor lakcll a pO~JlioJl 

('ltl1l'r 1(11 ~'I" ,1~;1l11.~I, Som(' ft:cl 
",,,.., .-1,·"",,1,· 11,'>1 ,,,,, "h""I,l hI' 

~)arlilcrillg  with lhem, sOllle IlOt. 
Th(ll·.) the Jppro<lch until we CilO 
.1Chiev( $0111(' son of COllSCll~lIS."  

A,~  il' plan~ morcwcll~. Zioll m~)' 

need !o l;Jise additioll,ll working 
ell))t;ll or po.~sibly  go to all Indus­
try pill"lllCl" and scll ofr a portioI' 
of IIto;; I)C); I well, Ri Ilberg S,lld 

Zion is con::.ideril1g re,clltcring 
[he hrst well lind thell "~idetr<lck-

• 

ing" a.nd drilling directionally, 
"The purpose of such a well would 
be to appraise the apparent find­
ings of the Ma'Anit #1 I!he first 
weill in the Triassic Igeologic 
laycr! and to (est Ihe deeper Pcrm~  

ian horizons," Rinberg s:Hd, "Thl' 
bOllom hole local ion (or {he sec­
ond well on the Ma'an!l struclUre 
may then be chosen in an allempl 
to maximize the chance of be~  

ing in localiz.ed fracturing in the 
Permian section. This would bt" 
important for successful comple­
rion ofrhe well at such an extreme 
depth." 

Some 50 of the 'firm'> 4,000 
shareholder~  (Including. a major­
ity of evangelical Christi:!llS and 
a lesser number of Jew~)  atrend­
ing the summer meeting in Oal­
Itl.s, hC:lrd a sobel' ;1~!'essmcnt frolll 
vetcr:.ln oilman Glell Perry, Zioll's 
presldellt clllU chief operatJng 0(' 
licer :lllcl the mall who ruils d<ly­
tn-c\tly field opel'tl\Jolls From Cae­
.';<irea,ISJ'Jel, 

Perry reiterated th:.ll "nulller­
ous illdiccltiollS of hyJrt>ctlrbol)s" 
were found at depths o( 11,000 to 
15,000 feel in Ihe fir<r well, add· 
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ing that Zion has "no competItion 
In exploration" onshore In !sr"el. 
''['m really enthusiastiC about {he 
prospects for the future." 

Eventual results could r-angc 
"from beyond }'our wildest dreams 
to lhe biggesl disappOlnirnen(," 
said Perry, a former evangelical 
Chrislian who convened (0 Juda­
ism. 

Perry was dOl ng consu 11 j ng 
work for Israel's Delek energy con­
glomerale when Brown J"ecruited 
him in his search for oil. 

Brown - formerly a well-paid 
executive ill a Michigan 1001­

makIng compall)' - haJ over­
come personal challenges and 
became a born-again Chrislian 
In 1981. Two years later, inspIred 
by his own bJbllcal rCCldlng and 
influenced b)' mcnlor", Blown 
sa id, he t r;1vt'led 10 I ~ri1cl  i1 nd 
accepted d Cod-given l11i.~sinl1  

to spur th,,: se<Hch for oil alld 
!;.lS, leading to Ziol1 Oil's Joseph 

Project. 
Brown's staff of 15 IS $upport­

ed by PR/markeling consult<1IH 
Don Weitz, an active member of 
the Dallas le'Nish cOlllOluni!),. 
Five of lion Oil's II board Inem­
bers are Ie\.'\'ish, 

Over (he last few years, Brown 
has been a frequenl shuttler be­
{ween Texas and Ihe shadow of 
Zion's oil first derrick. amid lhe 
lemon groves on Israel's coastal 
plain. 

Back In his D,IIa, office I,S! 
week, BrO\Vll concluded, ''It',~  

tough for a faith guy !Ike me not 
to h;'I\'e great expectatIons of wh::\( 
I believe HilShem is gt)ing lO do 
for the Ilation o( lsr<lel :lIlU (01 liS 

- Je\>/.~ and Chri"li<lllS working 
together 10 fulfill GCl1c~is  12:1,3 
where il S<lys, 'J ~"dl blr..'s" II1(')"C' 

who ble.,,~  ISf;1C1.'" 

ror morc informi1lioll 011 pro)· 
l'cf.~  (Il1d ;le\IVIIICS or I..ion Oil & 

Gas, lile. visl\ WWW.7.il)110il.(..oln. 
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