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We have been reporting a status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station by
summarizing news aired by NHK, which is Japanese national broadcasting company.
We regard it as most credible news among many news sources and we are happy to say
that NHK’s English website has gotten enriched and now you can see movies and
English scripts at http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/society.html.

Given this situation, we decide to simply place these scripts as it is for the record in case
that it will be deleted from the website later, rather than summarizing news as we did.

No. 230: 12:00, October 10

NHK news regarding status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station
yesterday and today.
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@Hydrogen level falls at Fukushima plant

The operator of the troubled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant says the
level of hydrogen in a pipe at the No. 1 reactor has become low enough to make
an explosion unlikely.

Tokyo Electric Power Company, or TEPCO, on Sunday finished removing
hydrogen from inside a pipe connected to the reactor's containment vessel.

The utility had been injecting nitrogen into the pipe to remove hydrogen since
Saturday.

Last month, the hydrogen levels inside the pipe were found to account for
between 61 and 63 percent of the total gas present, posing a risk of explosion.
TEPCO says the hydrogen level is now low enough and even if it were to rise
again, it would not exceed 4 percent -- the lowest level that poses a risk of
explosion.

On Sunday evening, TEPCO cut 2 points of the pipe to allow the installation of a
device that filters radioactive substances inside the containment vessel.

The cutting operation was about 2 weeks behind the schedule the company set
for its plan to contain the nuclear accident at the plant.

TEPCO says it wants to install and start operating the device as early as possible.

Monday, October 10, 2011 06:28 +0900 (JST)

@ Stress tests not likely nuclear safety criteria

An NHK survey shows that nearly 60 percent of the country's prefectures and
municipalities hosting nuclear plants say it is important to gain the understanding
of local communities to permit the resumption of idle reactors. But less than 20
percent say they will put priority on the results of the government's stress tests on
nuclear reactors.

NHK received survey replies in late September from all 29 prefectures and their
municipalities that host nuclear power plants. Fukushima Prefecture was not
included in the survey.

41 percent approved of the stress tests, while 14 percent disapproved. 45 percent
were undecided.

Even among those that approved, many said the government abruptly introduced
the tests and that their contents have not been made clear.

Answering multiple-choice questions on what factors they consider important in
deciding on restarting reactors, 59 percent cited local consent and 45 percent said
explanations from the government. Only 17 percent said the results of the stress
test will be important.

In July, the central government decided to carry out the new safety assessment in
an effort to reassure residents.

Yoshinori Moriyama of the government's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency
said his agency wants to make the testing process more open and explain the
situation to local residents.

Monday, October 10, 2011 06:28 +0900 (JST)
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@Nuclear stress test survey

An NHK survey shows that more than 40 percent of the country's prefectures and
municipalities hosting nuclear power plants approve of the government's stress
tests to confirm the safety of idle nuclear reactors. But nearly 80 percent were
cautious about resuming their operation.

NHK received survey replies from all 29 prefectures and their municipalities that
host nuclear power plants, excluding Fukushima Prefecture, in late September.
41 percent of them approved of the tests, while 14 percent disapproved. 45
percent were undecided.

But 79 percent of the prefectures and municipalities said they want to be careful
about the timing of resuming operations at their idle reactors.

The results are similar to a survey taken in June before the introduction of the
stress tests, indicating that the tests have not helped to win the public's
understanding toward resuming operations.

Meanwhile, 2 villages said they want to resume operations at their nuclear
reactors as soon as possible. These were part of the 21 percent in favor of
continuing nuclear power generation.

A Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency official said nuclear experts will
examine the stress-test results and publish the information. The official added
that he will make sincere efforts to explain the tests to local residents.

Sunday, October 09, 2011 22:37 +0900 (JST)

@Hosono: transparent stress tests

Japan's minister in charge of the nuclear disaster says the results of the
government's stress tests on nuclear reactors will be fully disclosed.

In a speech in Sanjo City, Niigata Prefecture, on Sunday, Goshi Hosono said he
told IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano in Vienna that he would like the
agency to observe the tests.

He said that although the Japanese government is responsible for securing the
safety of the nation's nuclear plants, he also wants international evaluations.
Hosono said he will disclose the results of the tests to the municipalities and
residents concerned, and make the testing process highly transparent.

Sunday, October 09, 2011 22:37 +0900 (JST)

@IAEA team visits

A team of radiation experts from the International Atomic Energy Agency has
visited Minami Soma City, Fukushima Prefecture, to inspect efforts to remove
radioactive materials.

The 12-member team has been in Japan since Friday at the request of
Environment Minister Goshi Hosono to offer advice on ways to effectively clear
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away radioactive substances.

After exchanging views with members of the government task force in
Fukushima City, the IAEA experts visited a facility in Minami Soma City where
the government is carrying out decontamination work as a model for other areas.
The effects of decontamination on buildings, roads, parking lots and forests are
being studied at the 30,000-square-meter facility.

The visitors were briefed by a member of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency,
which is carrying out the experiment. They asked questions about the area being
cleaned and wanted to know what measures were being taken to protect workers.
When hearing that fresh, fertile soil was being placed in the forest where
contaminated soil had been removed, the IAEA experts said this was a good idea.
Team leader Juan Carlos Lentijo said the situation is interesting, and that the
exchange of opinions will be helpful to his team when compiling their report.

An observer who lives nearby said he wants the latest techniques that were tested
after the 1986 Chernobyl accident to be used to make the area into a safe place
for children.

The inspection team will visit Date City and litate Village on Monday to inspect
an elementary school and some farmland that have been decontaminated.

Sunday, October 09, 2011 22:37 +0900 (JST)

@ Thyroid checkups begin for Fukushima children

The Fukushima prefectural government has begun thyroid examinations for
children in an effort to assess the health impact of the nuclear accident.

The examinations will cover around 360,000 youths aged 18 or younger as of
April Ist.

Their health will be monitored for their lifetime. Radioactive iodine released
from the damaged nuclear plant could accumulate in children's thyroid glands,
raising the possibility of cancer.

On Sunday, 150 children from some municipalities in the government-designated
evacuation zone, such as litate Village and the Yamakiya district of Kawamata
town, underwent ultrasound examinations for tumors or other problems at
Fukushima Medical University.

The results are expected to be mailed to them in about a month.

The prefectural government says it plans to have all the children examined by
2014.

After that, it says the children will undergo a thyroid check every 2 years until
they turn 20, and will be examined once every 5 years after that age.

Sunday, October 09, 2011 12:49 +0900 (JST)

End




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


