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Ashbel Smith Professor of Epidemiology and Dean Emeritus 

Director, Center for International Training in Research (CITAR) 
School of Public Health, University of Texas at Houston 

1200 Herman Pressler Drive 
Houston, Texas  77030 

(713) 500-9014 R.P.Beasley@uth.tmc.edu 
 

 

 EDUCATION 
 

Dartmouth College   Hanover   NH  AB Philosophy 1958 
Harvard Medical School  Boston    MA  MD   1962 
University of Washington  Seattle   WA  MS Prev Med 1969 

 

 PROFESSIONAL TRAINING AND POSITIONS 

1962-1963 Intern, King County Hospital, Seattle, WA 
1963-1965 Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS), Centers for Disease Control, USPHS, Atlanta, 

GA 
1965-1967 Resident, Internal Medicine, University of Washington Hospital, Seattle, WA 
1967-1969 Senior Fellow, Preventive Medicine, University of Washington, School of Medicine, 

Seattle 
1969-1971 Assistant Professor, University of Washington Department of Preventive Medicine 

(adjunct with Internal Medicine) - later to become: Department of Epidemiology in 
UW’s new School of Public Health and Community Medicine 

1972-1980 Associate Professor, University of Washington Department of Epidemiology 
(adjunct with Internal Medicine), and  

1972-1974  Deputy Head, Dept of Microbiology, US Naval Medical Research Unit – No-2 
(NAMRU-2), Taipei, Taiwan 

1974-1978  Head, Dept of Epidemiology and Clinical Investigations, NAMRU-2 
1979-1986  Director, American University Medical Center (AUMC), Taipei, Taiwan 
1981-1986 Professor, University of Washington Department of Epidemiology (adjunct with 

Internal Medicine) 
1986-1987 Professor of Medicine (UCSF); Head Division of Communicable Disease 

Epidemiology, (UCSF); and Adjunct Prof of Epidemiology & International Health; 
Adjunct Prof of Microbiology; Investigator UCSF Liver Center     

1987-2004 Dean and Ashbel Smith Professor, University of Texas School of Public Health at 
Houston 

2005- Ashbel Smith Professor, Director of the Center for International Training and 
Research (CITAR) and Dean Emeritus, University of Texas School of Public 
Health at Houston 
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 UNIFORMED SERVICE 

1963-1965 Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) 
Centers for Disease Control 
United States Public Health Service, Atlanta, GA 
Surgeon - rank equivalent to Lt. Commander in USN 
Discharge - Honorable 

 HONORS AND AWARDS 

Fellowships 
1967-1969 NIH Training Fellowship at the University of Washington 

Major Awards and Prizes 
 1984 University of Washington SPH, Distinguished Alumnus Award 

 1985 King Faisal International Prize in Medicine, awarded by the King of Saudi 

Arabia 

 1987  Charles F. Mott - GM Intn'l Prize for Research on Cancer 

 1999 Prince Mahidol Award for Medicine, awarded by the King and Queen of 

Thailand 

 2000 Health Medal of the First Order, Taiwan, ROC 

 2010 Distinguished Scientist Award, Hepatitis B Foundation 

 2011 Maxwell Finland Award, National Foundation for Infectious Diseases 
Distinguished Professorships 
 1987-1996 Allan King Professorship, University of Texas - Houston 

 1996-  Ashbel Smith Professorship, University of Texas 

Honorary Lectureships and Appointments 
 1985 World Health Day speaker at University of Washington 

 1986 Alexander D. Langmuir Lecture, CDC,   
 1987 Wade Hampton Frost Annual Lectureship in Epidemiology, APHA 

 1987 Wally P. Rowe Lecture on Viral Etiology of Cancer, NIH, Bethesda  
 1988 R. Palmer Howard - U Iowa History of Medicine Lectureship  
 1988 World Health Day speaker at University of Texas 
 1989 Baylor College of Medicine, History of Medicine Lectureship   
 1989 Maxwell Finland Honorary Lecture; Infectious Disease Society of America  
 2003 Dorothy Horstmann Lecture, Yale University School of Medicine 

 2004 Cutter Lecture, Harvard School of Public Health 
 2009 James H. Steele Lecture, University of Texas School of Public Health 
 2010 A.S. Basu Oration on the Liver 
 2011 Distinguished Professor of Public Health, HBV Foundation 

 CERTIFICATIONS 

Diplomat American Board of Internal Medicine, 1969 
Diplomat American Board of Preventive Medicine, 1970 

 Hospital Appointments  

University of Washington Hospital 1967-1972 
San Francisco General Hospital 1986-1987 
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ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 

1970-1972 Assistant Dean, School of Public Health, University of Washington 
1972-1974 Associate Head, Department of Microbiology, NAMRU-2, Taipei  
1974-1978 Head, Depart of Epidemiology and Clinical Investigations, NAMRU-2, Taipei 
1979-1986 Director, American Medical Research Unit, Taipei 
1987 Chair, Division of Chronic Viral Infections, SFG Hospital, UCSF 
1987-2004 Dean, School of Public Health, University of Texas Health Science Center 
2002-2004 Chairman, Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH)  
2005- Director, Center for International Training and Research (CITAR) 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS DEAN OF THE UTSPH 
Major Expansion SPH faculty 

Established Faculty Incentive Plan 
 

Professionalized the of Processing of SPH Students 
Professionalized the Faculty P &T System 

Built UTSPH regional campus system 
Established the SPH Executive Committee 

Created the UTSPH Values 
Established park status in perpetuity for Grant Fay Park 

 
Created the Division of Biological Sciences 

Created SPH Regional Campus System 
Added the Human Genetics Center 

Reformed the Human Nutrition Center 
Added the Center for Health Promotion 

Established Center for Infectious Diseases 
Reformed the Global Health Program 

Established Center for International Training and Research 
Established James H. Steele Lectureship 

BOARDS AND ADVISORY AND POLICY POSITIONS (MAJOR OR RECENT) 

1987-1991 International Task Force on HBV Immunization 
1988-1993 Council on Education for Public Health, Vice President  
2002-2004 Association of Schools of Public Health, (ASPH) Chair  
2005-2010 Directors Advisory Committee, Centers for Disease Control, USPHS, Atlanta 
2009- Advisory Board, Vietnam Foundation, Hanoi, Vietnam 
2006- CEESP Advisory Committee,  
2009-2011 IOM Committee on Hepatitis and Liver Cancer, Chair 

GRANT SUPPORT (CURRENT) 
 CITAR - The UTSPH Program for Advanced Training on AIDS Research (AITRP), 

PI, NIH TW007669. July 1, 2006 - 
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PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIETIES 

American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases           
American College of Epidemiology, Honorary Fellow            
American Epidemiologic Society (AES) 
American Medical Association     
American Public Health Association, Fellow                     
American Society for Microbiology                              
Infectious Diseases Society of America, Fellow                 
International Epidemiological Association                      
International Society for Oncodevelopmental Biol and Med       
Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) (President Elect 1971; resigned on 
move to Taiwan)  
Texas Medical Association 
Texas Public Health Association 

Global Health Experience 

Dr. Beasley has traveled in 71 countries and has been part of projects in 17 developing 

countries -- Bolivia, Colombia, Brazil, China, Egypt, Indonesia, Kenya, India, Laos, S. Korea, 

Mexico, Pakistan, Taiwan, Thailand, Uganda, Vietnam and Zambia. He lived and worked in 
Taiwan from 1972 to 1986 where he conducted research on hepatitis B.  Dr. Beasley has 
worked with WHO and its regional offices and was instrumental in the adoption by WHO of 
HBV vaccination as the 7th immunogen and first cancer vaccine.  

 Current Research Projects 

Thirty year Follow-up of Taiwan 23,000 Government Employees Cohort in Relation to their HBV 
Markers in 1975-76 – RP Beasley, CJ Chen and SL You 

Intrauterine Transmission of HBV in Taiwan - A Cohort Study of Mothers and Infants to Identify 
Risk Factors -- RP Beasley, MH Chang and HL Chen 

Excess Lung Cancer in Thai Women Unrelated to Tobacco Use – A Cohort Study in Thailand – 
RP Beasley and Hutcha Sriplung  

 TRAINEES AND MENTEES 

Notable Trainees and Mentees 

Dr. Beasley has more than 40 years experience training medical and public health students 
at four American universities (University of Washington, University of California at San 
Francisco, University of Michigan and the University of Texas) and several foreign universities 
(National Taiwan University, National Yang Ming (TW) University and Prince of Songkla 
University (TH)). His students now hold academic, practice and a major leadership positions in 
the United States and foreign countries. Some of Beasley’s most notable former students (in 
chronologic order) include: 

Godfrey P. Oakley, MD, MPH, Member of IOM 
Dr Beasley advised Dr Oakley, a graduate of the Bowman Gray School of Medicine, 
during his MPH studies at the University of Washington from 1970-72. Dr. Oakley went 
on to a distinguished career as the Director of CDC’s Division of Birth Defects and 
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Developmental Disabilities.  “Dr. Oakley was an advocate to have synthetic folic acid 
added to all grain products. This position was supported by the Food and Drug 
Administration in 1996, marking the first change in the federal Food Additive Law since 
1943.”  He is now Professor of Epidemiology at the SPH of Emory University.  He is an 
author of 97 publications. 

Frank S. Pettyjohn, MD, MPH, FACP, FACC, FACEP 
Dr. Pettyjohn, a graduate of the Hahnemann School of Medicine, was advised by Dr 
Beasley while he was an MPH student at UW from 1970-72 while serving in the US 
Army at Ft. Lewis, WA. He “served as a flight surgeon and was cardiologist and flight 
surgeon for returning prisoners of war from North Vietnam in 1973, and he served in the 
same capacity for returning POWs from Iraq in 1991. He rose to the rank of Colonel 
before becoming Professor of Emergency Medicine and Medicine and Chair, 
Department of Emergency Medicine and Director, Division of Cardiology, University of 
South Alabama. He is an author of 15 publications. 

Lowell E. Sever, PhD, 
Dr. Sever studied anthropology before becoming one of the first non-medical doctoral 
students at the University of Washington where he was a student with Dr. Beasley at 
UW in the early 1970s. He subsequently was on the faculty of the UCLA SPH (1974-79), 
Battelle (1979-84, 1989-95), and the CDC, USPHS, Atlanta (1984-89) where he served 
in the Division of Birth Defects, He served as Professor of Epidemiology at the UTSPH 
from 1998-2007 and is now retired. He is an author of 71 publications, many related to 
perinatal epidemiology, particularly congenital malformations. 

Cladd E. Stevens, MD, MS  
Dr. Stevens, a graduate of Baylor College of Medicine, was my MPH student (1971-72) 
at the University of Washington and Dr. Beasley’s first fellow (1973-1973).  Dr. Stevens 
worked in Dr. Beasley’s laboratory in Taiwan and co-discovered vertical transmission of 
HBV. From Taiwan she went to the New York Blood Center (NYBC) as Assistant 
Director of the Laboratory of Epidemiology where she continued to work on hepatitis B 
and eventually becoming the Director.  Dr. Stevens is an international leader on HBV 
epidemiology and immunization, HCV, HIV epidemiology, and a pioneer on the 
derivation of stem cells from cord blood.  She is an author of 213 publications related to 
HBV, HIV and stem cells.  

Richard G. Stevens, PhD  
Dr. Stevens was a student of Dr. Beasley at the University of Washington SPH where he 
received his PhD in epidemiology in the early 1970s.  He is now Professor of 
Epidemiology at the University of Connecticut HSC.  He studies risk factors for cancer 
and is noted for his studies on the influences of iron, light exposure and circadian 
rhythm. He is the author of 112 publications. 

Shing-jr Twu, MD, MPH, PhD 
A graduate of the National Taiwan University (NTU) College of Medicine, Dr. Twu was a 
fellow with Dr. Beasley on his famous hepatitis cohort study while working for an MPH. 
Subsequently he received an PhD in epidemiology at UCLA to a career in academia at 
the NTU College of Public Health and public service. Dr. Twu. His numerous public 
positions include Director of Taipei City Health Department, Director Taiwan’s AIDS 

program, Director of the CDC of Taiwan, and Minister of Health of Taiwan.  He is now 
an elected member of the Legislature of Taiwan.  He is an author of 29 publications. 

Jin-tsuan Yeh, M.D., PhD 
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UW Post-doc ~1979.  He served as Director Taipei City Health Department, Assistant to 

President Ma of Taiwan, 2008- and Minister of Health for Taiwan, ROC, 2008-2009.  
He was recently defeated in a bid to become mayor of Hualien, Taiwan.  

Chien-jen Chen, PhD 1974-76 
Dr. Chen was a fellow with Dr. Beasley at NAMU-2 while pursuing his studies at National 
Taiwan University (NTU) School of Public Health.  After receiving a PhD in epidemiology 
at Johns Hopkins SPH he joined the faculty of NTU.  After rapidly rising to a full 

professorship he became Dean, College of Public Health.  He subsequently he has 
served as Director, Taiwan Cancer Registry, Director National Science Council of the 

ROC and Minister of Health 2003-2005 with a distinguished performance during the 
SARS epidemic. He is currently Director, Laboratory of Genomics of Academic Sinica. 
He is an author of 236 publications related primarily to HBV, cancer and arsenic 
poisoning. 

Lu-yu Hwang, MD 1978-1980 
Dr Hwang, a graduate of the college of Medicine of NTU, served as a fellow with Dr. 
Beasley from 1978 to 1980 and then as Associate Director of the UW Medical Research 
Unit from 1981 to 1987 where she played a major role in their studies on the prevention 
of perinatal transmission of HBV and the discovery that HBV is the major cause of 
hepatocellular carcinoma. She served as Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at UCSF 
before joining the UTSPH in 1987 rising to rank of full professor. An expert on HBV, 
HCV, HIV and global health, Dr. Hwang is an author of 85 publications.  Her study on 
mother-infant transmission of HCV in the United States has defined the very low 
perinatal transmission rate of this virus. 

Mei-Hwei Chang, MD 
Dr. Chang is a graduate of National Taiwan University College of Medicine, A 
pediatrician; she developed an early interest in HBV and often sought my advice and 
encouragement as she pursued an academic career. She rose to professor and 
eventually became Chairman of Pediatrics at National Taiwan University, the first 
women to hold this position. She is an author of 227 publications.   

Xifeng Wu, MD, PhD 
Dr. Wu, a medical graduate of the Zhejiang School of Medicine, received a PhD from the 
UTSPH in 19x.  Dr Beasley has mentored Dr. Wu beginning during her PhD and post-
doc studies at the UTSPH and continuing as her career evolved on the faculty of the MD 
Anderson. She has operated a highly productive laboratory and has become the best 
funded PI at MDA.  She received the Young Faculty mentoring award in 2004 and is now 
Professor of Epidemiology and Cancer Prevention at the UT MD Anderson Cancer 
Center.  
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Student Advisees - 2006 to 2011 
RPB Graduation 

Surname Given Sex Country Division Degree Role Acd Yr Date Acd Yr

Aguilar Paul M USA MAPS MPH Member 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Benavides Vanessa F USA OCN MPH Member 2007.3 Yes

Bevare Arti F India EH MPH Member 2007.1 Aug-06 No

Blanchard Elizabeth F USA EH MPH Advisor Did not enrollDid not enroll N/A

Bloemer Julia Marie F USA OCN MPH Member 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Boktour Maha F Egypt Epi MPH Adv-Mem 2006.1 Aug-05 Yes

Bui Thanh M Vietnam CHP Post-Doc Member 2010.1 Jul-09 N/A

Bui Thanh M Vietnam CHP DrPH Member 2007.1 Aug-06 Yes

Dahlstrom Kristina F USA Epi Phd Member 2010.1 Aug-09 Continues

Dang Chinh M Vietnam Epi Post-Doc Member 2005.1 Aug-04 Yes

DesBordes Jude M Ghana MAPS DrPH Advisor 2009.1 Aug-08 Continues

DesBordes Jude M Ghana Epi MPH Advisor 2006.2 Jan-06 Yes

Duong Hao F Vietnam CHP DrPH Member 2005.1 Aug-04 Yes

Ha Doan F Vietnam CHP DrPH Member 2010.1 Aug-09 Continues

Ha Hui M Vietnam CHP DrPH Member 2005.2 Jan-05 On leave

Ha Toan F Vietnam CHP DrPH Member 2005.1 Aug-04 Yes

Ha Huy M Vietnam CHP MPH Member 2006.02 Jan-06 Yes

Implaeng Kornwasa F Thailand Epi Phd Member ? ? No

Kamath Ganjeelee F India Epi MPH Advisor 2010.1 Aug-09 Continues

Le Phuc F Vietnam MAPS PhD Member 2011.1 Sep-10 Continues

Le Phuc F Vietnam MAPS MPH Member 2008.1 Yes

Lehman Elizabeth F USA Epi PhD Member ? ? Yes

Luong Nhiem M Vietnam CHP DrPH Member 2007.1 Aug-06 Continues

Luu Hung M Vietnam Epi PhD Advisor 2008.2 Jan-08 Continues

Malone Colin M USA Epi MPH Advisor 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Marape Marape M BotswannaEpi PhD Advisor 2010.1 Aug-09 Continues

Marape Marape M BotswannaEpi MPH Advisor 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Mei Yuan F China Epi MPH Advisor 2011.1 Aug-10 Continues

Milam Michael M USA Epi MPH Advisor 2006.1 Aug-05 Yes

Morhanty Alakahndra F India MAPS MPH Member 2006.1 Aug-05 Yes

Morrison Fritha F USA Epi MPH Advisor 2007.3 Jun-07 Yes

Nakimbugwe Victoria F Uganda Epi MPH Advisor 2010.1 Aug-09 Continues

Ngo Catherine F USA Epi MPH Advisor 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Ngo Duc Anh M Vietnam CHP DrPH Member 2005.1 Aug-04 Yes

Nguyen Chi F Vietnam Epi PhD Advisor 2011.2 Jan-11 Continues

Nguyen Ngung F Vietnam Epi PhD Member 2011.1 Aug-10 Continues

Nguyen Minh-Duc M Vietnam Epi PhD Advisor 2008.1 Aug-07 Continues

Nguyen Anh M Vietnam Epi PhD Advisor 2011.1 Aug-07 Continues

Nguyen Minh-Duc M Vietnam Epi MPH Advisor 2006.1 Aug-05 Yes

Student Name Program Matriculation
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RPB Graduation 

Surname Given Sex Country Division Degree Role Acd Yr Date Acd Yr

Nsangi Betty F Uganda Epi MPH Advisor 2006.1 Sep-08 Yes

Oujesky Byron M USA Epi PhD Member 2008.1 Aug-07 No

Oyuang Jeannette F USA Epi MPH Advisor 2009.1 8-Sep Yes

Phan Phuc M Vietnam Epi PhD Advisor 2009.1 Sep-08 Continues

Phan Ha F Vietnam Epi Post-Doc Member 2008.3 Jun-09 N/A

Phan Ha F Vietnam Epi DrPH Member 2005.1 Aug-04 Yes

Pierynski Jeanne F USA Epi MPH Advisor 2011.1 Aug-10 Continues

Ratliff Eric M USA Epi Post-Doc Member 2008.1 Aug-07 Continues

Rourke Elizabeth F USA Epi MPH Advisor 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Savla Geeta F India DSC MPH Member 2006.1 Aug-05 Yes

Seddeke Moorine F Uganda Epi MPH Advisor 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Sharma Kanav M India Epi MPH Advisor 2007.1 Aug-06 No

Standlee Courtney F USA OCN MPH Member 2007.1 Aug-06 Yes

Tambra Sarah F USA Epi MPH Advisor 2011.1 Aug-10 Continues

Tran Ha F Vietnam Epi PhD Member 2011.1 Aug-10 Continues

Tran Duong M Vietnam Epi PhD Adv-Mem 2009.1 Aug-08 Continues

Tran Thanh M USA Epi PhD Member 2008.1 Aug-07 Yes

Tukei Vincent M Uganda Epi MPH Advisor 2009.1 Aug-08 Yes

Tullis Lea Ann F USA EH MPH Member 2006.1 Aug-05 Yes

Viola George M USA Epi MPH Advisor 2009.1 Aug-08 Yes

Rana Vishal M India Epi MPH Member 2005.1 Aug-04 Yes

Vu Thien M Vietnam MAPS Post-Doc Member 2010.1 Sep-09 N/A

Vu Thien M Vietnam MAPS PhD Member 2005.1 Aug-04 Yes

Wang Huiyuan F China MAPS MPH Member 2001.3 Aug-01 Yes

Yamamura Yuko F USA Epi MS Member 2005.3 Aug-05 Continues

Student Name Program Matriculation
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