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Are you aware there are no American Chestnut trees in the Smoky Mountains? Did you know the
Appalachians once contained more than ; "

884,000 acres of American Chestnut? To break
those numbers down a bit more, approximately
30 percent of the trees that were once in

the Smokies were American Chestnut.

The American Chestnut was once the crowning
glory of the Appalachians. All types of wood
industries were established in the region
because of the American Chestnut. The
reddish-brown, lightweight wood was soft, very
resistant to decay, it was easy to split and it
didn’t shrink or warp. The wood from the tree
was straight-grained which made it the ideal
material to build furniture, cabins, poles, posts,
railroad ties, and other wood products. The
wood and bark from the tree was also rich in
tannic acid. This is why more than half of the
tannin used in the leather industry back in the
day came from the American Chestnut.

Not only was the wood from the tree
economically important, but so was its fruit. In &
addition to being a food source, chestnuts were !
an important cash crop to mountain

people. One mature tree alone could produce
10-12 bushels of chestnuts. Entire families
would rake up chestnuts by the wagon load
and sell them in nearby towns. Chestnuts were even put on wagon cars and shipped all over the
country. In addition to providing much needed money to mountain folks, the American Chestnut also
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