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United Nations General Assembly and Security Council
elect four Members of the Court

THE HAGUE, 11 November 2011. The General Assembly and the Security Council of the
United Nations yesterday elected four Members of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) for a
term of office of nine years, beginning on 6 February 2012.

Judges Hisashi Owada (Japan), Peter Tomka (Slovakia) and Xue Hangin (China) were
re-elected as Members of the Court. Mr. Giorgio Gaja (Italy) was elected as a new Member of the
Court.

The election of a fifth Member of the Court could not be concluded on Thursday, since no
candidate obtained a majority in both the General Assembly and the Security Council. That
election has been postponed to a later date, yet to be fixed.

The biographies of the re-elected Members of the Court are available on the Court’s website
(www.icj-cij.org) under the heading “The Court”. The biography of the newly elected Member is
annexed to this press release.

In February 2012, the Court as newly constituted will proceed to elect from among its
Members a President and a Vice-President, who will hold office for three years.

Composition of the Court: General

The International Court of Justice, which is the principal judicial organ of the United
Nations, comprises 15 judges, who are each elected to a nine-year term of office and may be
re-elected. In order to ensure a measure of continuity in the composition of the Court, one third of
the membership is renewed every three years. In accordance with Article 2 of the Statute of the
Court, judges are elected “regardless of their nationality from among persons of high moral
character, who possess the qualifications required in their respective countries for appointment to
the highest judicial offices, or are jurisconsults of recognized competence in international law”.
Article 9 of the Statute further requires that, “in the body as a whole the representation of the main
forms of civilization and of the principal legal systems of the world should be assured”. No two
Members of the Court may be of the same nationality.



Submission of candidacies

All States parties to the Statute of the Court (currently 193) have the right to propose
candidates. However, candidates are not nominated directly by governments but by the national
groups in the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) or, in the case of States not participating in the
PCA, by similarly constituted national groups. The Permanent Court of Arbitration, which is based
in The Hague, was established under the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907. Each State party
to those Conventions (currently 112) has its own national group, that is to say, a group of up to four
jurists who can be called upon to serve as members of an arbitral tribunal under the Conventions.
When an election takes place to fill vacancies at the International Court of Justice, each national
group can propose up to four candidates, not more than two of whom may be of its own nationality.
The others may be from any other country. The names of candidates must be communicated to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. A total of eight candidates were nominated for the
purpose of the election held yesterday.

Election procedure

Members of the Court are elected by the General Assembly and by the Security Council.
These organs vote at the same time but independently of one another. This procedure is intended to
ensure, as far as possible, that the vote in one organ does not influence the vote in the other. In
order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute majority of the votes in both organs, that
is to say, currently 97 votes in the General Assembly and eight votes in the Security Council, where
no right of veto applies for the purpose of the election and no distinction is made between the votes
of the permanent and non-permanent members of the Council.

Photographs of the elections taken at the General Assembly and in the Security Council are
available on the United Nations website at the following address: www.unmultimedia.org/photo.

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations.
It was established by the United Nations Charter in June 1945 and began its activities in
April 1946. The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six
principal organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York. The Court has a
twofold role: first, to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by
States (its judgments have binding force and are without appeal for the parties concerned); and,
second, to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by duly authorized United
Nations organs and agencies of the system. The Court is composed of 15 judges elected for a
nine-year term by the General Assembly and the Security Council of the United Nations. It is
assisted by a Registry, its international secretariat, whose activities are both judicial and diplomatic,
as well as administrative. The official languages of the Court are French and English.

The ICJ, a civil court open only to States for contentious proceedings and to certain organs
and institutions of the United Nations system for advisory proceedings, should not be confused
with the other — mostly criminal — judicial institutions based in The Hague and adjacent areas,
such as the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY, an ad hoc court
created by the Security Council), the International Criminal Court (ICC, the first permanent
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international criminal court established by treaty, which does not belong to the United Nations
system), the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL, an independent judicial institution composed of
Lebanese and international judges, which is not a United Nations tribunal and does not form part of
the Lebanese judicial system), or the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), an institution founded
in 1899, which is independent of the United Nations.

Information Department:

Mr. Andrey Poskakukhin, First Secretary of the Court, Head of Department (+31 (0)70 302 2336)
Mr. Boris Heim, Information Officer (+31 (0)70 302 2337)

Ms Joanne Moore, Associate Information Officer (+31 (0)70 302 2394)

Ms Genoveva Madurga, Administrative Assistant (+31 (0)70 302 2396)
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Curriculavitae
Giorgio Gaja (Italy)
[Original: English and French]

Giorgio Gaja, born at Luzern, Switzerland, 7 December 1939. Italian nationality.

Degree in Law, University of Rome, 1960. “Libera docenza” in International Law,
1968. Honorary Doctor of Law, Dickinson Law School, 1985.

Professor of International Law at the University of Florence School of Law since
1974. Dean of the School of Law, 1978-1981.

Lecturer, Hague Academy of International Law, 1981. Part Time Professor at the
European University Institute, 1980 and 1984-5. Visiting Professor at the Johns
Hopkins University, 1977-8, at the University of Geneva, 1983 and 1985, at the
University of Paris I, 1989 and 2001, at the University of Paris II, 2004, at the
University of Aix-en-Provence-Marseille III, 1992, at the University of Michigan
School of Law, 1992, at the Columbia Law School, 1996, and at the Graduate
Institute of International Studies at Geneva, 2001.

Member of the International Law Commission since 1999. Chairman of the Drafting
Committee, 2000. Special Rapporteur on Responsibility of International
Organizations since 2002. First Vice-Chairman of the Commission, 2006

Judge ad hoc of the International Court of Justice in the case concerning the
Legality of Use of Force (Yugoslavia v Italy) and in the case concerning Maritime
Delimitation between Nicaragua and Honduras in the Caribbean Sea.

Delegate of the Italian Government at the Vienna Conference on the Law of Treaties
between States and International Organizations or between International
Organizations, 1986. Counsel to the Italian Government in the Elsi case before the
International Court of Justice, 1989.

Member of the Institut de Droit International. Editor of the Rivista di Diritto
Internazionale. Member of the Advisory Boards of the Common Market Law
Review, the Columbia Journal of European Law and the European Journal of
International Law.
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Principal publications

Books

L’esaurimento dei ricorsi interni nel diritto internazionale (1967), 246 p.
La deroga alla giurisdizione italiana (1971), 396 p.

International Commercial Arbitration. The New York Convention (edited looseleaf
volumes) (1978-).

La riforma del diritto internazionale privato e processuale (edited volume) (1994).

Introduzione al diritto comunitario (4th ed., 2005), 194 p.

Articles

“River Pollution in International Law”, in: Hague Academy of International Law
Collogquium 1973. The Protection of the Environment and International Law (1975)
352-396.

“Considerazioni sugli effetti delle sentenze di merito della Corte internazionale di
giustizia”, Comunicazioni e Studi, Vol. XIV (1975) 313-335.

“Reservations to Treaties and the Newly Independent States™, [talian Yearbook of
International Law, Vol. 1 (1975) 52-68.

“The European Community’s Participation in the Law of the Sea Convention: Some
Incoherencies in a Compromise Solution”, [talian Yearbook of International Law,
Vol. V (1980-1) 110-114.

“Jus Cogens Beyond the Vienna Convention”, in: Hague Academy of International
Law. Collected Courses, Vol. 172 (1981) 271-316.

“The European Community’s Rights and Obligations under Mixed Agreements”, in:
Mixed Agreements (D. O’Keeffe and H.G. Schermers eds.) (1983) 133-140.

“Effets directs et réciprocité dans la jurisprudence concernant 1’accord entre la
Communauté européenne et la Suisse”, Annuaire suisse de Droit international,
Vol. XL (1984) 9-29.

“Instruments for Legal Integration in the European Community — A Review” (with
P. Hay and R.D. Rotunda), in: Integration Through Law. Europe and the American
Federal Experience (M. Cappelletti, M. Seccombe and J. Weiler eds.) (1986) Vol.
1.2, 113-160.

“Principi generali del diritto (diritto internazionale)”, in: Enciclopedia del Diritto,
Vol. XXXV (1989) 533-549.

“Unruly Treaty Reservations”, in: International Law at the Time of its Codification.
Essays in Honour of Roberto Ago (1987) Vol. 1, 307-330.

“Italy”, in: The Effect of Treaties in Domestic Law (F.G. Jacobs and S. Roberts eds.)
(1987) 87-108.

“A ‘New’ Vienna Convention on Treaties Between States and International
Organizations or Between International Organizations: A Critical Commentary”,
British Year Book of International Law, Vol. 58 (1987) 235-269.
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“Obligations Erga Omnes, International Crimes and Jus Cogens: A tentative
Analysis of Three Related Concepts”, in: International Crimes of States (J.H.H.
Weiler, A. Cassese and M. Spinedi eds.) (1989) 151-160.

“New Developments in a Continuing Story: The Relationship between EEC Law
and Italian Law”, Common Market Law Review, Vol. 27 (1990) 83-95.

“Measures Against Terrorist Acts Under International Law”, in: Maritime Terrorism
and International Law (N. Ronzitti ed.) (1990) 15-24.

“Positivism and Dualism in Dionisio Anzilotti”, European Journal of International
Law, Vol. 3 (1992) 123-138.

“Réflexions sur le role du Conseil de sécurité dans le nouvel ordre mondial. A’
propos des rapports entre maintien de la paix et crimes internationaux des Etats”,
Revue générale de Droit international public, Vol. 97 (1993) 297-320.

“La Convention Européenne des Droits de I’Homme dans les ordres juridiques des
Etats membres de la Communauté Européenne”, in: Grundrechtsschutz im
europaischen Raum (J. Illiopoulos-Strangas ed.) (1993) 131-150.

“Beyond the Reasons States in Judgments”, Michigan Law Review, Vol. 92 (1993-4),
1966-1976.

“The Protection of Human Rights under the Maastricht Treaty”, in: Institutional
Dynamics of European Integration. Essays in Honour of Henry G. Schermers (1994)
Vol. 11, 549-560.

“Use of Force Made or Authorized by the United Nations”, in: The United Nations
at Age Fifty. A Legal Perspective (Ch. Tomuschat ed.) (1995) 39-58.

“Some Reflections on the European Community’s International Responsibility”, in:
The Action for Damages in Community Law (T. Heukels and A. McDonnell eds.)
(1997) 351-361.

“Identifying the Status of General Principles in European Community Law”, in:
Scritti in onore di Giuseppe Federico Mancini (1998) Vol. 11, 445-457.

“How Flexible is Flexibility under the Amsterdam Treaty?”, Common Market Law
Review, Vol. 35 (1998) 857-870.

“Does the European Court of Human Rights Use its Stated Methods of
Interpretation?”, in: Divenire sociale e adeguamento del diritto. Studi in onore di
Francesco Capotorti (1999) Vol. 1, 213-227.

“New Instruments and Institutions for Enhancing the Protection of Human Rights in
Europe?”, in: The EU and Human Rights (Ph. Alston ed.) (1999) 781-800.

“Trattati internazionali”, in: Digesto delle Discipline Pubblicistiche, vol. XV (1999)
344-368.

“The Growing Variety of Procedures Concerning Preliminary Rulings”, in Liber
Amicorum in Honour of Lord Slynn of Hadley. Judicial Review in European Union
Law (2000) 143-152.

“Expulsion of Aliens: Some Old and New Issues in International Law”, in: Cursos
Euromediterraneos Bancaja de Derecho Internacional, Vol. 111 (1999) 283-314.
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“Deliberating on Questions of Jurisdiction in the International Court of Justice”, in:
Liber Amicorum Judge Shigeru Oda (2002) 409-417.

“Trends in Judicial Activism and Judicial Self-Restraint Relating to Community
Agreements”, in: The European Union as an Actor in International Relations
(E. Cannizzaro ed.) (2002) 117-134.

“The Long Journey Towards Repressing Aggression”, in: The Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court: A Commentary (A. Cassese, P. Gaeta and J.R.-W.D.
Jones eds.) (2002) 427-441.

“Rapporti tra trattati di estradizione e norme internazionali sui diritti umani”, in:
Diritti dell’'uomo, estradizione ed espulsione (F. Salerno ed.) (2003) 125-140.

“Is a State Specially Affected when its Nationals’ Human Rights are Infringed?”, in:
Man's Inhumanity to Man. Essays on International Law in Honour of Antonio
Cassese (2003) 373-382.

“Droits des Etats et droits des individus dans le cadre de la protection
diplomatique”, in: La protection diplomatique. Mutations contemporaines et
pratiques nationales (J.-F. Flauss ed.) (2003) 64-69.

“How Does the European Community’s International Responsibility Relate to its
Exclusive Competence?”, in: Studi di diritto internazionale in onore di Gaetano
Arangio-Ruiz (2004) 747-755.

“Combating terrorism: Issues of Jus ad Bellum and Jus in Bello”, in: Anti-Terrorist
Measures and Human Rights (W. Benedek and A. Yotopoulos-Marangopoulos eds.)
(2004) 161-170.

“Do States Have a Duty to Ensure Compliance with Obligations Erga Omnes by
Other States?”, in: International Responsibility Today. Essays in Memory of Oscar
Schachter (M. Ragazzi ed.) (2005) 31-36.

“The Perspective of International Law”, in: Multilingual Texts and Interpretation of
Tax Treaties and EC Tax Law (G. Maisto ed.) (2005) 91-100.

“Obligations and Rights Erga Omnes in International Law: First Report” and
“Obligations and Rights Erga Omnes in International Law: Second Report”,
Annuaire de I’Institut de Droit International, Session de Cracovie, Vol. 71-1 (2005)
119-151 and 189-202.

“Relationship with Other Courts and Tribunals™, in The Statute of the International

Court of Justice. A Commentary, A. Zimmermann, C. Tomuschat, K. Oellers Frahm,
C.J. Thams, and T. Thienel (eds.), Oxford, 2006.
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