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IiRECORD BREAKTNG lS AS OtD AS
[i nurvtANrTy rrsELF. lT's AMAZING To sE
lj How MUGH soME woRLD RECORDS
{ HAVE CHANGED OVER THE YEARS -
$nno How UrTLE soME HAvE AIrERED..
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{ Conception
!i: Artist: Murillo

Messerschmitt 163V.1
Date: October 2,1941

Location: Peenemunde.

Heinz Dittmar (Germany)
623.85 MPH

(1,004 KMIH)

5t Paul's Cathedral
Location: London, UK

Built: 1315-1561
489 FT (149 M)*

*0riginal spire destroyed
by lightning, June 4, 1561
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Don Lippincott (USA)
Date: July 6, 1912

Location: Stockholm,
Sweden

10.6 SEC

Jesse Owens
(USA, loft)

Date: June 20, 1936
Location: Chlcago,

lllinois. USA

fumin Hary
(weet Germany)

Date: June 21, 1960
Location: Z[rrich, Switzerland

10.0 sEc

IARGEST CONURBATIONS
YEAR CITY/PRESENI LOCATION

ca. 27000 sc DolnfVdstonice. Czech Reoublic

3000 sc Uruk (Erech; now Warka), lraq

2200 ec Greater Ur (now Tell el-lvluqaiyar), lraq

Rome, ltaly

Angkor, Cambodia

Peking (now Beijing), China

Greater London, UK

New York City, USA

Greater London, UK

Tokyo, Japan

Tokyo, Japan

POPUTATION

>100

50,000
250,000
1,100,000
1,500,000
707,000
7,117,290
7,774,000
8,615,050
11,600,069
26,546,000
>37,000,000
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TAIIEST STRUGTURES

Groat Pyramid of Cheops
Dioser Step Pyramid Location: El Gizeh, Egypt

Locationi Saqqara, Egypt Built: ca. 2580 Bc
Built: ca.2650 ec 480 FT 10 lN (146.5 M)

133 ec
ro 900
7578
1801
1925

' 1939
-,- ; 1985
P,.' \ . .  t '  2003
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. 2020 (projection) Tokyo, Japan

204 FI (62 M) -. -
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€ELIING SINGLE
ligurcs arc available,

it has been est mated tfiat

sales of the son€ "White
Chrlstmas," wtitten

by hvlnE, Beilln (usA,

b, lsrael Baline, Russia),

exceed 700 million

copies worldwide when

78s.45s, and
albums arc

taken into
account,

x91
lclobet !4, L947

*Tl,:1li]fl (canada) Maurice cleene (usA) ,iTn:I#,,
- : : "  - : '1 - : ' - : - ' .  Date:  June 16,1999 Date:  June 14,2005

Locatron: AUanu. ueogla---""ir.C,i 
.EC 

" Location: Athens, Greece Locationj Athens, Greece

t .-  " 
' - ! , . :

,

Date: lvlarch 7, 1961
Location: Murdoc Dry Lake,

California, USA
Maj. R. lvl. White (USA)

2,905 MPH
(4,675.1KM/H)

"White Christmas" was listed as the

world's best sellin{ stnSle in the fflrct-ever

Guinness Book of Recolds (publtshed in

7955) and - rcma*ably - still retaf'ns tfie

title more than 50 years later.

Bing, Ctosby (USA, pictured) is the

artist most closely associated witfi

tfte son€l, He oriSlnally recoded It on

May 29,7942, hut his rerccordint
(on March 78,7947) has become

the best-known verclon.The song has

been aYuletide favorite ever since,

Date: April L2, I96t
Location: Earth orbit

Maj. Y A" Gagarin (USSR)
cr. 17,560 MPH
(28,260 KMIH)

Gaqon d Ia Pipe*
Artist: Picasso

Date painted: 1905
Date of sale: 2004 (above)

9104,2oo,ooo
(2008r 5114,372]8761

Jackson Pollock's painting No.5 (1948) had
been sold by Davld Getien (IJSA) for $140 million.
However, as there has still been no definitive
confirmation ofthe sale, the sale price,

or even the buyer, GWR stil' reco8nizes Gargon a
la Pipe as history's most expensive painting,

Usain Bolt (Jamaica)
Date: lvlay 31, 2008

Location:
New York, USA
9,72 SEC

o

Apollo 10
Date: lvlay 26, 1969

Location: Re-entry into Earth's atmosphere
Crew ofApoilo 10 (USA)

241790,8 MPH (39,897 KMIH)

-&

ATTITUDE
(srNcE 1900)

248,655 MIIES
(400,171KM)
Holder/vehicle: crew of US

Apollo L3i Capt. James A.

Lovell Jr; Frederick W. Haise

Jr; John L. Swigert Jr (all USA).

Date: April 15,1970

2E4$72 M|LES
(377,667 KM)
Holder/vehicle: crew of US

Apoiio 8 command module:

Col Frank Borman; Capt.
james A. Lovell Jr; lvlaj.

William A. Anders (all USA).

Date: December 25, 1968

209.2 M|LES
(327 KM) o
Holder/vehicie: lvlaj. Yuri A.

Gagarin (USSR) in Vostok 1.

Date: April 12,I96t

169,600 FT
(51,694 M)
Holder/vehicle: Joseph Walker
(USA) in US X-15 rocket plane.

Date: l\4arch 30, 1961

126,200 FT
(38,465 M)
Holder/vehicle: capt. lven

C. Kincheloe Jr (USA) in

US Bell X-2 rocket plane.

Date: September 7, 1956

79,600 FT
(24,262M}
Holder/vehicle: William

B. Bridgeman (USA) in US
Douglas D55&11 Skyrocket
Date: August 15, 1951

72,395 FT
(22,066 M)
Holder/vehicle: Capt. 0rvill
A. Anderson and Capt. Albert

W. Stevens (both USA) in US
Explorer Il helium balloon.
Date: November 11, 1935

51,961FT
(15,837 M)
Holder/vehicle: Prof . Auguste

Piccard and Paul Kipfer (both

Switzerland) in FNRS 1 balloon
Date: lvlay 27, 1931

36,565 FT
(11,145 M)
Holder/vehicle: Sadi Lecointe
(France) in Nieuport aircraft.

Date: October 30, 1923

Chrysler Building
Location: New York City, USA

Built: 1929-30
1,046 FT
(318 M)

-*-*-* a:

Empare State Buildingi
Location: New York City, USA

Built: 1929-30
l'250 FT 

-,--(381M)-,-'-
o--

Warszawa Radio lllast
Location: Plock, Poland ,i'

Bui l t :1974 tr
2,120F1 .:
(646 M)?'

:

xFell during renovation, 1991
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Locationi Gulf bf N4exico
R'r i l+.  4 OOQ

,i.2'8ili
(1,806 M)
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*NEW RECORD
UPDATED RECORD

BEST€ELIING ATBUM
The year 2007 marked the 25th

anniversary of the first release

of Michael Jackson's (USA)

1982 album Thril/er. At that

r. time, estimatlons from Sony
' and the Recording Industry

Association of America
(RIAA) put sales at over

DARK SIDE

,|

*MOST UK CHART
ENTRIES IN ONE YEAR
BY THE SAME ARTIST
In 2006, Michael Jackson (USA) notched

up 19 UK chart hits, more than any

other act in one year. The singles. re-

issued as part of Jackson's Visionary -

TheVideo Sing/es box set, were released

from February 25 to July l-, 2006. All

19 tracks made the Top 40.

LONGEST TIME.SPAN
BETWEEN UK NO.l SINGLES
A re-issue of Elvls Presley's (USA) "lt's
Now 0r Never" hit No,1 in the UK singles

55 mil l ion copies, although Jackson's

management claim that international

sales have pushed the total worldwide

figure to over'100 mil l ion. While i t  is

impossible to verify the final global

sales, there is no doubt that i t  remains

the biggest-sel l ing album of al l  t ime.

BEST.SELLING SINGTE
SINGE CHARTS BEGAN
Elton John's (UK) "Candle In The Wind

1997/Something About The Way You

Look Tonight" is the biggest-selling

single since UK and US singles charts

began in the 1950s, having accumulated

worldwide sales of 33 mil l ion copies.

As of October 20,1997, the single had

also reached No.1 in 22 countr ies.
(The best-sellin€, sin$le of all time was

4
; *BEST.

'SEILING:oowtril.oAD
:]SINGLE IN
lrnr usA rN
1 ONE YEAR
t "CrankThat (Soulja
: Boy)" by I7-year'old

; Ctricago, USA, rapper
t Soulja Boy Tel lem (born

; DeAndre Cortez Way)

: sold an unprecedented

I 2.2 mit l ion downloads

: in ZOOT.

THE MOON
12,2008, Pink Floyd's (UK)

The Dark Side 0f The Moon spent

week on the US best-sellers
- over 35 years after making its
at N0,95 on March L7, !973,
itthe album with the longest
the US album charts. Ihe
0f The Moon's chart run
two charts: The Billboard 200

Top Pop Catalog chart, to which

move when they are more than chart in 2005. 48 vears after "All released before the first pop charts

old and have fallen below Shook Up" took -cpcnn14-141

100 on The Billboard 200. lt is the top spot

thatthe album has sold over

copies worldwide.

in 1957.

ETLING
BAND

Backstreet Boys'
Miilennium album,

in 1999, had

of 13 mil l ion by

2001. The record
the US
200 album

at No.1 in
1999, lt sold

c0pres
first week,

Garth
0ne-
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record,


