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Wothall case

i mantionsd that we had daclded to inform W and hig parants of tha probabllity of him belng
charged with tha murder of hla wifs, via his lawyer, in crdar to svold him or his parents
hearing of thia through the grepevine, end to break tha nawa to him In stagaes go as to avold
any unfortunste over-renction (there have besn fesra that he might try to commit aulcids).

| raconfirmed our previous understanding that the Britlsh Government would hendls the
Informing of the perents In the UK when the charges wara formally lald.

The BMC wii! only eand gomeone down to aes Watharlll when ha I8 formally charged, relying
on us for support a8 wa are doing In the meantime.

Hs‘ is concerned at the publicity thet the caee may raise, and the potantial miachief that
might be done by the madla, or the govaemmant.

Relationahlpe batwesn Briteln end Nigera
Relationshipa have besn & bit rocky récently, with the Head of State bolng very upset at the
UN ettempt to vilify Nigerls for ita human Righte record recently In Genava (I have reported
this elsawhere already).
Howevaer, thls soems to be receding Into the background, and apparently the Hanserd of the

House of Lords debsts sent to Abachs recently gesms to have hselped to bring things back
on an even kesl. (Can somsonsa try end gst me a copy of this?l
=)
W’\/‘
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Masafleld told mes that Callshan, who Is a friend of Obasenjo, celled Abache, and thet they
spoke for 2 hours on the matter of reteasing him for the recent conference in the UK on
forelgn policy. Massfleld made tha polnt that in aplte of the problems he fah that Britaln had
a greater capacity to got "In® than eny other governmant at presont. The Americans,

Germens and tha French sesm to be having a harder time.
Recent articla in "Today” Newsheet frem Abula

We discussed this gcurrilous report (sent to you earller thia waek) at some length and 1 told
the BHC that we were considering aeking them to print & retraction etc. Howaevar, tho BHC
sald that the paper didn't seem to bs regulary printed and thet eny retraction might
therefora come too lata to be of much benefit,

i mentioned my concemn that Shell seamed to be the victim of attack from indeterminate
‘quarters neer to and probably eleo In govsrnment and soked If he had eny Intelligance on
this. He however could not add any ight.

Ceasah ceils

1 Informed him of the current improved situation, snd of the prassurss on wages,

Baro Wiwa's Trlal

The BHC belleves that although the chargas should not stick the government wiii meke sure
that he Is found guifty. He would then be sentenced to death, and reprisved after giving in
1o pressure from outaide, but bs Incarcerated for & very long time.

‘The fesling is that thla trial by Tribunal will go the way of all others of tha kind In the past
hare: nobody has ever been found Innocent. Hence those around Soro Wiwa ars using el!

mathods to try and Influenca this.
DOwan Saro Wiwa

Owen Saro Wiwa (Ken's youngest, of B, brother) has been 1o see the BHC end epparently
expressed e atrong wish to sse me.

I told the BHC that | might be prapared to mest him on an informs! basls to ses what he had
to say, and the BHC suggested thet he Introduce ms to him during the Quesn's Birthday
celsbretions at his house fater this month,

{ also made the point thet,so long as the MOSOP issdership kesp the clalm for compensatian
agalnst ua we would find it Impossible to desl with them formally. | also said thet 1 wiit ot
pbecoms involved in Saro Wiwa's trisl In any way.

Thers !s stil & stronp bslisf amonget thess peopls thet we Shell have the powor to get

Abacha to 16t Sero Wiwa offl Would that we had such powar, wé certalnly would not have
had the cash calis problema if wa hadl

Vieits with Abashe
We discussed the problsm we had had In getting ln to see Abecha, and the BHC confirmed
1o me that the HoS gots very angry when he hesrs from a visitor who eventually gets
through to him that he has baen hatd back by hiz ontourage.

1 told him of my efforts to see Abache through Alhsfl Aminu Wall.
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Shoneskan/Chalker mastings

Shonakan and Linda Chelker are old buddies from UAC days hsre and they are apperently
mesting fraquently in London, Clsarly S Is an smissary of Abacha and Is being used to try to
soften goma of the negative imaga ha Iz panarating,

Wa should try end get to ses Shonskan. He la also [nvolvad In the Economiz Summit next -
month, and | would hope to hava tha opportunity to ses him In tha Isad-up to that, whan he

gets back here.

Ha sesms 10 get In o s8e Abacha with ease, and might be an avenue for us to see him.
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