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(386) 734-0800 • 838 E. New York Ave. • DeLand
for All Your Insurance Needs

Auto • Commercial • Life • Group Health
Estate & Financial Planning

As we celebrate our

100 Year Anniversary100 Year Anniversary,

we would like to congratulate

the City of DeLand on its

125th Anniversary125th Anniversary!

Joseph B. Lane
President

Since 1907
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• 39 years of service
• Family-owned business
• Financing available
• Free estimates
• Radio-dispatched trucks
• Repair all makes and models
• Factory-trained technicians
• Residential, Commercial
• Sales, Service, Installation
• Licensed, Fully Insured

State Certifi ed CAC035516

Proudly Serving 
Volusia County
Since 1968

Tammy Dalton, president of Von Aire, is proud to work with her brother, 
Richard VonBrocken, to continue a family business begun by their father in 
1968. As a young man working on the fi rst Mackle brothers’ homes in Deltona, 
Harold VonBrocken founded the business. Offi ces in Holly Hill and Orange 
City now marshal a fl eet of vans to Volusia area homes, construction sites and 
businesses.

Tammy has fond memories of her dad training them for their future careers: 
“Dad would bring home blueprints and let us do the math. Summers, I answered 
the phone, and Richard worked in the shop pulling supplies for upcoming 
jobs.”

Both attended college, then returned with accounting and business manage-
ment degrees, respectively. Now Richard’s high-school-aged daughter, Dana, 
is preparing energy calculations for building permits.

So the family work ethic remains the same, but much has changed with the 
technology. Now computer programs help determine which system will serve 
best. Not only are cost and energy effi ciency addressed, but also indoor air 
quality, with products such as Trane CleanEffectsTM systems. These systems 
improve air quality up to 99.98 percent and achieve a new level of quietness.

Why Von Aire? Because we care!

We install Trane
XLi models.

Your Comfort System Specialist offers you:Heating and Air Conditioning
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S
The Historic

Plaque Project

Throughout this special 
tribute to DeLand, you’ll 
see the emblem above, 
accompanying photos of 
buildings. These comprise 
an armchair tour of the 
West Volusia Historical 
Society’s Historic Plaques 
Project.

The program was cre-
ated by Sally Landis Bohon 
of the Historical Society, 
and is funded by a grant 
from DeLand’s Faith, Hope 
& Charity Society. Plaques 
have been installed by 
Dempsey Hadley and his 
City of DeLand Public 
Works Department crew, 
on 26 buildings in DeLand, 
detailing the sites’ history 
and including information 
about people and events 
with connections to the 
site. Plaque No. 27 will be 
installed at DeLand’s new 
City Hall.

For our armchair tour, 
we’ve have reprinted the 
text found on the plaques, 
and featured a photograph 
of each building, taken 
by Beacon photographer 
Marsha McLaughlin. Enjoy!

DeLandz z
Celebrating 125 Years

Table of Contents
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Th is special supplement to Th e DeLand-Deltona Beacon, sponsored by the ad-
vertisers whose “birthday cards” you see on these pages, is the newspaper’s way of 
joining in DeLand’s quasquicentennial celebration. It’s a salute to the city, and to 
the people who are the heart of our community.

For the dozens of pictures from DeLand’s past, and other help, we are deeply 
indebted to the West Volusia Historical Society and its volunteers, who have done 
and continue to do a masterful job of assembling and protecting the facts and 
artifacts of DeLand’s history. Th e Historical Society off ers myriad books, videos 
and programs to deepen your understanding of DeLand. Visit the society’s Web 
site at www.delandhouse.com.

We also thank Louise Caccamise, Brian and Rosa Meddaugh, Sands Th eater 
Inc., and Stetson University for their contributions.  

For the party that will make DeLand’s quasquicentennial a new part of the 
city’s history, all of DeLand is indebted to our generous businesses, which made 
donations to make the celebration possible, and to DeLand’s fi rst lady, Teresa 
Apgar, and members of the Celebration Planning Committee, who arranged for 
these private donations — instead of taxpayers — to foot the bill.

A preview of the quasquicentennial party is on Page 49. Details were still be-
ing fi nalized as this special publication went to the printer. Th e complete event 
schedule will be posted as soon as it is available, at www.delandbeacon.com, and 
will be published in Th e Beacon. Happy birthday, DeLand!
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uasquicentennial is a word that’s not 
even in some abridged dictionaries. 
But, DeLand residents are about to 
live in the middle of one.

Quasquicentennial — according to 
the Web site Dictionary.com, it’s pro-

nounced kwos-kwi-sen-TEN-ee-uhl — means per-
taining to or marking a period of 125 years, a 125th 
anniversary, and a celebration marking such an an-
niversary.

And all that happens on Saturday, March 10, the 
second Saturday of the month. Th at day marks a pe-
riod of 125 years from the second Saturday of March 
1882, which happened to fall on the 11th.

At noon of that day, 39 men — all but one of every 
registered voter in the area of Volusia County once 
known as Persimmon Hollow — met in a log cabin. 

Th ey voted unanimously to be incorporated into a 
town called DeLand.

Th e town was named aft er Henry A. DeLand, a re-
tired New York baking-soda manufacturer who built 
a home here and became a tireless promoter and de-
veloper of the area.

So, the second Saturday of March 2007 is the 125th 
anniversary of DeLand. And the city intends to cel-
ebrate the fact with anybody who’s inside the city lim-
its on March 10.

Th e centerpiece of the celebration will be the new  
$13 million City Hall. Th e hall has been up and in 
business since January, but city commissioners want-
ed to wait until the 125th anniversary to dedicate it.

Th is special section of Th e DeLand-Deltona Beacon
is the newspaper’s way of joining in the celebration. 
It’s a salute to the city and 125 years of colorful, some-

times controversial, history.
Within these pages are such features as a guide to 

the MainStreet DeLand Association’s Mural Walk, a 
tour of the murals painted on Downtown buildings 
depicting the city’s past.

Th ere’s a tribute to some of the landmarks of the 
city, ranging from a concert bandshell to a drive-in 
movie theater, that have vanished. 

Th ere’s an introduction to every mayor the city 
ever had. Th ere’s a copy of the ordinances governing 
life in the city in 1906.

So, read these pages, enjoy them and, perhaps, keep 
them to remember March 10, 2007. 

And be prepared to party like nobody in DeLand 
will again until the second Saturday of March 2032. 
Th at’s when the city reaches its sesquicentennial — its 
150th anniversary.                                  — Rick Tonyan

Happy Quasquicentennial, DeLand!

Q

1. The Opera House — 1910
This corner was the site of DeLand’s fi rst newspaper, The Volusia County Herald, fi rst published 
on May 10, 1877, by Henry DeLand. It was succeeded in 1878 by The Agriculturist, edited 
by Col. C.C. Codrington, governor general of the West Indies, who escaped with his fam-
ily during a native uprising in 1870. With his newspaper, Codrington became important to 
the development of semitropical agriculture in Florida. From these two early newspapers 
came the E.O. Painter Printing Co., believed to be the oldest continuing printing business 
in Florida. In 1910, the wood structure was replaced with this brick building, part of which 
contained the DeLand Opera House, a center for plays and musical entertainment.
Site: 200 N. Woodland Blvd.
Plaque located: Left of the entrance to Hunter’s Restaurant.

Congratulations, City of DeLand,
on your

125th Anniversary

A Full-Service Law Firm
DeLand (386-734-3451)

Daytona Beach (386-252-4717)
Deltona (386-574-1461)

www.landispa.com

Photo of original Fish, Landis & Hull law office
West Indiana Avenue, circa 1900
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Three’s a charm

DeLand’s
City Halls

PHOTO COURTESY DELAND HISTORIC SOCIETY 
DeLand’s fi rst City Hall 1882-1921
In 1882, the fi rst City Hall for the newly incorporated City of DeLand was built. It 
was on Indiana Avenue, where the Thomas C. Kelly Administration Center currently 
stands. It served 1882-1921, when the next City Hall was built. It is unclear whether 
the building was originally built to be a City Hall.

PHOTO COURTESY DELAND HISTORIC SOCIETY 
DeLand’s second City Hall 1921-2007
The second City Hall was built in 1921 and cost $52,000. All city services were once 
conducted from this building. At left are the bays for the DeLand Fire Department, 
and at far right is the DeLand Police Department. The building was deemed to have 
no historical value and was razed to accommodate its successor in January 2007. On 
this site, a civic plaza and parking lot for the new City Hall are under construction. 

BEACON PHOTO/MARSHA MCLAUGHLIN
DeLand’s third City Hall 2007 
The new 45,000-square-foot City Hall was opened early in January. It will celebrate 
its grand opening  March 10.  The building cost more than $13 million, and city lead-
ers have said it is a tribute to the people, and represents the past, present and future 
of DeLand. 

By Jennifer Horton

Throughout its 125-year history, DeLand has had but three city 
halls. As soon as the city was incorporated in 1882, munici-
pal governmental offi  ces were set up in a building on Indiana 
Avenue, where the Th omas C. Kelly County Administration 
Center now stands. Th en, a new City Hall was built in 1921. 

Although there were a variety of modifi cations to the building, the 
1921 City Hall stood until this January, when the third one 

opened for business.
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City of DeLand: History trivia quiz
By Brian and 
Rosa Meddaugh of DeLand

How well do you know DeLand history? 
If you can score an 8 or higher on the 
following quiz, you may deem yourself 
Professor Emeritus of Local History. A 
score of 5 to 7 qualifi es you for the Dean’s 
List. At 4 or lower, you should enroll your-
self in remedial studies at the DeLand 
Area Public Library or the West Volusia 
Historical Society. 
The correct answers are on Page 53. 

1. DeLand’s founder, Henry DeLand, 
came from which state? 
a. Pennsylvania  b. Michigan  c. New York

2. Before our founder inspired DeLand’s 
current name, this general area was 
known as: 
a. St. Francis  b. Persimmon Hollow  
c. Hawkinsville

3. DeLand is the county seat for Volusia 
County. The previous county seat was …
a. Enterprise  b. Daytona  c. New Smyrna

4. In 1886, a fi re ruined several busi-
ness properties on Woodland Boulevard. 
Where did the fi re start?
a. Dreka’s Department Store  b. McNeil & 

Allen Furniture  c. Wilcox Saloon

5. What was the nickname for the sports 
teams of DeLand’s African-American high 
school?
a. Bulldogs  b. Purple Tigers  c. Panthers

6. A permanent, all-season road from 
DeLand to Daytona Beach was complet-
ed in which year?
a. 1905  b. 1917  c. 1928

7. During World War II, which facility 
served as a “rest and relaxation” center for 
war-weary sailors and Coast Guardsmen?  
a. Putnam Hotel  b. College Arms  
c. Trailer camp at the Naval Air Station

8. Which lake hosted weekly speedboat 
races during the 1960s?  
a. Lake Talmadge  b. Blue Lake  c. Lake 
Winnemissett

9. When Henry DeLand fi rst visited the 
area in 1876, in whose cabin did he spend 
his nights?
a. John and Mrs. Rich  b. Cyrenius and 
Mrs. Wright  c. Manlius and Mrs. Voorhis

10. In what year did Stetson University 
play its last football game?
a. 1941  b. 1956  c. 1962  d. Stetson never 
had a football team

“How a ‘Crazy’ Prediction by Albert Einstein
in 1917 is Helping Carpal-Tunnel Sufferers Painlessly

‘Cold Laser’ Pain Away Today!”
Cold Laser Therapy is the hottest new breakthrough treatment for carpal-tunnel syndrome.  With FDA clearance and an 84% success rate in stud-
ies of 171 carpal-tunnel sufferers, Cold Laser Therapy relieves pain and tingling in the hands and fingers with NO documented side effects!  Read 
on to discover how Albert Einstein’s “crazy” prediction in 1917 has led to what carpal tunnel sufferers all over the United States are praising as 
nothing less than a miracle. *Photomed Laser Surg. 2006 Apr;24(2):101-10.

Best part: If you act fast, I’ll rush you a copy of my new special report explaining how Cold Laser Therapy can help you relieve
your carpal-tunnel symptoms, golfer’s elbow, tennis elbow, rotator-cuff pain and trigger finger ... Absolutely FREE!

Albert Einstein predicted it way back in 1917. It was like 
something straight out of a science fiction novel. The use of 
low-level light ... or “cold laser” ... to heal tissue. Like most 
of his brilliant ideas, it was laughed at by the scientific 
community of his day.

Laughter To Tears
That laughter has now turned into tears ... tears of pure 

joy from carpal-tunnel sufferers all over the world who are 
calling cold laser therapy nothing less than a miracle. 

My name is Dr. Jeremy Gordon, chiropractic physician. 
I’m about to reveal to you an amazing scientific break-
through that has the potential to end your pain and suffering 
... forever.

But first, I have a few questions for you:
What if I had a magic wand that could erase ALL of 

your carpal-tunnel pain? And, what if that magic wand 
could get rid of your carpal-tunnel symptoms and end your 
pain, without popping handfuls of toxic drugs or having 
risky surgery?  Would you be interested in learning more 
about that magic wand? Well, guess what? There is no 
magic wand. But there is a carpal-tunnel breakthrough that 

research has shown to have an 84-percent success rate with 
carpal-tunnel syndrome that can possibly ... 

Have You Out of Pain In A Matter Of Minutes
Don’t laugh. It’s 100-percent true. I know because that 

breakthrough is cold laser therapy and I see nothing short 
of miracles happening to my patients just about every 
day.

But the best thing is ... the cold laser can relieve many, 
if not all, of your symptoms ... no matter how long you’ve 
been suffering. No matter if you’ve already had surgery. 
No matter how old or helpless you THINK your case is.

The only thing that matters is your willingness to have 
an open mind and try something new. Listen, I could go on 
and on about the cold laser forever. Since I started using it 
in my office two years ago, the results have been absolutely 
stunning.

So Many Suffering
But there are so many carpal-tunnel sufferers that just 

don’t know how quickly and easily cold laser therapy can 
possibly end their suffering and change their lives. That’s 
why I’ve written my special report on cold laser therapy.

Here’s What You’ll Discover In This Amazing Report
How scientists have finally tapped into the natural healing   
power of light to create the amazing, healing “cold laser.”
How cold laser works (and why it is so safe – no side ef-
fects)
Overwhelming proof. (Discover the research behind cold 
laser therapy that explains its benefits for carpal-tunnel 
syndrome, golfer’s elbow, neck and shoulder pain, etc. ...
How top athletes such as Lance Armstrong, Tiger Woods 
and NFL players have been helped by cold laser therapy.
What are cold laser therapy treatments like? (How long are 
they? What do they feel like? How many do you need?
How to find out if you are a candidate for cold laser 
therapy absolutely free ... and ... how to give it a try with-
out risking a single penny!

Since this report contains such important information for 
carpal-tunnel sufferers, I’ve decided to give this report away 
for free. To receive a copy of my new free report, call toll-
free  1-800-278-8642 and listen to the 24-hour recorded mes-
sage. Supplies are limited. Please limit one report per family.

•

•

•

•

•
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110 N. Woodland Blvd. • DeLand 

386.943.4001

VisitVisit
ourour

gallerygallery

Congratulations, DeLand
Proud to be part of Downtown DeLand for 12 years

Featuring:Featuring:
Fine ArtFine Art
Jewelry
Glass Glass

Pottery
Sculpture Sculpture

CustomCustom
PicturePicture
Framing Framing
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YMCA
We build strong kids,

strong families, strong communities

DeLand
(386) 736-6000

Deltona
(386) 532-9622

DeBary/Orange City
(386) 774-9622
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386.740.9535
100 E. New York Ave. • Downtown DeLandwww.mainstreetgrilldeland.com

Hours: Mon.-Thur. 11 am - 10 pm • Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10:30 pm 
Sunday Brunch 10 am - 2:30 pm • Serving till 9:30 p.m. Sunday

Meeting/Banquet Room Available
Call-Ahead Seating
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Old Settlers record 
DeLand’s past
By Jessica McCormick

T he Old Settlers Club represented the fi rst families of DeLand. Th ey had arrived in 
this unfi nished Central Florida town from faraway places like Wisconsin, New York, 
Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois and Michigan. 

Whether they wanted to escape the cold of the Northern states, or pursue oppor-
tunity on the Florida frontier, they came determined to make DeLand their home.

Th e club was originally dubbed “Th e Pioneers of DeLand and Vicinity,” but, in 
her meeting minutes, club Secretary Hettie M. Austin referred to them as simply the “Old Settlers.”

In the years 1882-1926, for which meeting minutes are available, the group held its annual meet-
ings to reminisce about the beginnings of DeLand and keep up their friendships with each other.

Meetings were at various members’ homes, with sumptuous dinners served to those attending. 
New offi  cers for the year were elected at the annual meetings, though, at the 1897 meeting, Henry 

DeLand was “elected president for life,” as recorded in Th e Minutes and Memorials of the Old Settlers 
of DeLand, Florida: 1882-1926. Th e book was compiled by Louise Ball Caccamise, librarian of the 
West Volusia Historical Society.

A dozen years later, at the 1909 meeting, a three-person committee was “appointed to draft  reso-
lutions of respect on the death of our late and honored president, H.A. DeLand.”

Every meeting also featured memories of the “hardships and inconveniences of the past,” and 
thoughts of anticipation regarding development of the city and its bright future.

Th e 38th annual meeting, held in 1925, featured a visit from Helen P. DeLand, daughter of the 
town’s founder. Th e record of her comments hints at the town’s growth.

“Miss Helen ... gave a splendid heart-to-heart talk, reviewing the past, expressing much surprise 
and pleasure at our great improvements and the growth of our city. ... She said the town always 
looked good to her, but now it was a marvel.”

Th e Old Settlers oft en had to take time out of their meetings to remember friends who died. In 
1895, the decision was made to keep a record of their “departed members,” but the club chose to 
no longer read their obituaries, as “it always cast a gloom over the meeting.”

Th e Old Settlers sought to keep their experiences of DeLand’s birth alive throughout the years, 
and their eff orts live on through their records and Caccamise’s book, which is available for pur-
chase through the West Volusia Historical Society, at www.delandhouse.com.

PHOTOS COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Their records survive
Members of the Old Settlers Club, including Henry DeLand, seated third from left in the photo above, gather 
at the Codrington home on Feb. 22, 1904. In later years, the group met at the DeLand Commercial Club, 
shown, above right, in 1924.
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Three Generations of  Dedicated
Service in West Volusia County

(386)734-0901
www.jacobhac.com

A name you can trust.

611 E. International Speedway Blvd., DeLand
State Certifi cation #CAC024345

In 1921, Rudolf  Jacob came to DeLand from Ohio. He had a wooden sheet-metal brake in tow, and he set up shop installing metal roofs, copper building 
facades, gutters and heating ducts.

This was the beginning of  Jacob Sheet Metal Works and Jacob Heating & Air Conditioning. Built on top-quality craftsmanship and customer service, 
both businesses today serve West Volusia homeowners and businesses.

Rudolf  Jacob’s son Paul joined the family business after returning home from World War II. Paul Jacob served as a Technical Sergeant with the 232nd 
Army Air Forces Base Unit. Another son, Erving, joined the family team after serving in the U.S. Air Force. During the 1950s and ’60s, Paul and Erving built 
Jacob Sheet Metal Works into a thriving DeLand enterprise. In the 1970s, the company began concentrating on heating and air conditioning.

Paul Jacob’s son, Robert, joined the U.S. Army, like his father. Also like his father, he returned to DeLand. Robert became the third generation to enter 
into the family business.

Robert is now the president. He has a State Class A Contractor’s license, and an Associate of  Science degree in heating and air conditioning from 
Daytona Beach Community College, along with a Bachelor of  Business Administration from Florida Atlantic University.

Under Robert’s leadership, Jacob Sheet Metal Works divided into two companies in 1998, adding Jacob Heating & Air Conditioning. The new company 
has established a leadership role in the local heating and air-conditioning market.

And, the company’s capability to incorporate sheet-metal ductwork into residential and commercial heating and air-conditioning work is a real plus for 
customers of  Jacob Heating and Air Conditioning. Jacob Heating and Air Conditioning specializes in top-quality, high-effi ciency replacements for units 
made during the 1980s, which are common at homes and businesses. These new units use about 50 percent less electricity than their older counterparts.

To help customers save even more money on their energy bills, Jacob’s offers a Planned Maintenance Program that will help ensure optimum operation 
of  your air-conditioning equipment.

All the technicians at Jacob Heating & Air Conditioning are certifi ed by the Air Conditioning Contractors Association of  America. The fi rm employs ten 
HVAC personnel, two sheet-metal-shop mechanics, and two offi ce managers – all dedicated to customer service.

'Grandfather'
Rudolf Jacob

'Dad' Paul Jacob

Robert Jacob

 Residential & Commercial  Equipment Replacement

 Filter Systems  Heating & Cooling Repairs

 Maintenance Plans  Extended Warranty Plans
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Congratulations, City of DeLand, on your 125th anniversary.

Proud to be a part of the DeLand community for 86 years.
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Celebrating 125 years of Ministry 
in the DeLand Community

Celebrating 36 years of Academic 
Excellence in a Christian Setting

Church: (386) 734-1814
fax: (386) 734-1838

www.stbarnabasdeland.org

School: (386) 734-3005
fax: (386) 822-9417

www.stbarnabasofdeland.org
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Daily Luncheon Specials • Check Out Our New Items • Cappuccino Available

Hours: 6 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Sat. • 6 a.m.-3 p.m. SundayHours: 6 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Sat. • 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday

Visit All 3
Locations!

844 E. New York Ave. 
(Hwy. 44) • DeLand

(1/4 Mile East Of Woodland Blvd.)
386-736-9340

300 S. Volusia Ave.
(17-92) • Orange City

(Located In The 1876 Heritage Inn)
386-774-1272

915 N. Spring Garden Ave. 
(Hwy 15A) • DeLand

(Oakbrook Plaza — behind
Prosperity Bank)

386-734-9460

We Serve Breakfast All Day Long!

Voted Best Breakfast 13 Years!Voted Best Breakfast 13 Years!

GRAM’S KITCHENGRAM’S KITCHENGRAM’S KITCHENGRAM’S KITCHEN
Congratulations,DeLand,on your 125thAnniversary!

10% OFF10% OFF Entire Check Entire Check

 With this coupon. Not valid with other offers, coupons 
or specials. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.

Expires 12/31/07

DeLand • 386-734-9460
DeLand • 386-736-9340

Orange City • 386-774-1272

Excluding Sales Tax.

“Where you’re only a stranger once!”“Where the locals dine!”

GRAM’S KITCHENGRAM’S KITCHENGRAM’S KITCHENGRAM’S KITCHEN

“Where the locals dine”
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DeLand’s politically 
incorrect history
By Rick Tonyan

T hose trying to recount the past frequently collide with an unpleas-
ant truth:

Being historically correct means being politically incorrect.
Historical research oft en boils down to dragging political, moral 

and social skeletons out of closets shut by those who want to forget 
the past.

Th ose skeletons can seem particularly embarrassing when looked at from the 
perspective of today’s political, moral and social standards.

DeLand has been around long enough to acquire plenty of politically incorrect 
history. Some of the bones in the city’s closet include:

Election fraud  

Complaints about weird election returns from Volusia County didn’t start with 
the 2000 presidential race. Henry DeLand had been here for no more than two 
years when this area became embroiled in accusations of Republicans altering 
election returns. It happened in a congressional race between Democratic chal-
lenger Noble Hull and Republican incumbent Horatio Bisbee Jr.

DeLand and most of his fellow settlers were Northern Republicans. Th eir votes 
helped give Bisbee the edge in an extremely close election. Hull sued to throw out 
votes in Volusia and several other counties. Th e state’s Democratic governor certi-

Story continues on Page 14

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Big turnout
DeLand schools were let out for the day on April 12, 1927, so students 
could attend the execution of convicted murderer Charlie Brown. This 
was the last legal public hanging in Florida. Such events at that time 
were believed to be good moral lessons, teaching children that crime 
doesn’t pay. The gallows was built off  New York Avenue across from the 
Volusia County Courthouse. 
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CAC039739

DeLand 738-3888
Daytona 253-7774  • Flagler 446-8658

WWW.DGMEYER.COM

Congratulations
to the City of DeLand

on its 125th 
Anniversary!

• 1-Year 100% Satisfaction Guarantee
• Daily Self-adjusting System
• 25% Guaranteed Cooling Cost Savings
• Up To 30 Times More Moisture Removal Than A Standard Fan Coil

Indoor
Air
Quality
ASSOCIATION

INC.

Save $50 on 
Duct Cleaning 

with this ad

Call for discounts and offers

The Carrier Infi nity™ System is the most energy-effi cient 
heating & cooling system you can buy.* Purchase a Five Star 
Edition and get the best limited warranties in the business. 
Call your Factory Authorized Dealer today for all the details.

D.G. MEYER
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Since the 1800s, the family of Donald G. Meyer, 
president and CEO of D.G. Meyer, has been a 
part of West Volusia’s business history.

Meyer’s grandfather, Tim Harris, was a farmer, 
welder and lumberman; his grandmother owned 

a fernery on Wood Avenue. Donald began working with sheet metal in 
1949 as a tinsmith.

He began his association with Robert Reed, D.G. Meyer’s mechanical 
engineer, 55 years ago. The two men combined their skills and customer-
service commitment in 1986 to found D.G. Meyer.
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2. The Gould Building — Circa 1885
In 1883, two young boys, Samuel Jordan and Wylie Swift, built a circular skating rink in a 
tent on this corner. It was a popular entertainment site when DeLand was little more than 
a pioneer village. Around 1885, this brick building was erected to house a confectionary 
shop. In 1940, it became the V.W. Gould Agency Inc. Its founder, V. Ward Gould Sr., was 
a lad of 15 when he moved to DeLand in 1885 with his parents. An entrepreneur of the 
fi rst rank, he began his fi rst real-estate agency in 1907 on West Indiana Avenue, where he 
ushered clients around in a one-cylinder, hand-cranked Cadillac. Gould also was a gifted 
writer who left behind a valuable record of DeLand’s early history.
Site: 201 N. Woodland Blvd.
Plaque located: Left side of the entrance to Gould Insurance Agency

fi ed Hull as the winner. Th en, aft er Hull had served 
almost half of his term, Bisbee got a court order throw-
ing out Hull.

Street crime

Violence in DeLand’s streets is nothing new. Th e 
story of Chief Deputy Sheriff  William Park Edwards 
proves that.

Edwards had scars on his chest from a bullet wound 
from an 1898 gunfi ght. He and two other lawmen 
— one of whom was killed — shot it out with the last 
two living, uncaught members of the West’s notorious 
Dalton gang.

Th e outlaw’s bullet didn’t kill him. And, at 68, Ed-
wards still was enforcing the law on Nov. 4, 1907. But, 
maybe a combination of the old wound and age had 
slowed his gunhand when Edwards came to the home 
of a burglary suspect off  New York Avenue. 

A Colt .45-caliber revolver was among the items 
stolen from a DeLand-area home. Th at was the gun 
the suspect drew as Edwards approached. Th e suspect 
fi red and fl ed. He never was caught.

Edwards again was hit in the chest. Doctors oper-
ated and removed the bullet. But, the old lawman died 
the next day.

Hanging around DeLand  

Th ese days, there are many reasons schools let their 
students off  for a day. Th ere are federal and state holi-
days. Th ere are days when only teachers go to school 
so they can have workshops. Th ere are days when vio-
lent weather forces school closures. But, since April 12, 
1927, no schoolchild in this state has gotten the day off  
to attend a public hanging.

Th at’s because the last legal, public hanging was 
April 12, 1927, in Downtown DeLand. Area school-
children were given the day off  so they could attend 
and learn “crime doesn’t pay.”

It surely didn’t for a man then identifi ed as Char-
lie Brown, a drift er convicted of murdering a Daytona 
Beach taxi driver. Local historians have since found 
evidence “Charlie Brown” was an alias. But, that’s the 
name the criminal took with him to the gallows, which 
was built off  New York Avenue across from what’s now 
called the Volusia County Historic Courthouse.

Segregation and the Klan

Racial issues have been at least as divisive and prickly 
in DeLand as they have anywhere else in the nation.

As in most other cities, particularly in the South, 
blacks were segregated into their own communities. 
Name it, and there was a separate, but-not-really-equal 
version for blacks. Schools, public restrooms, bus- and 
train-station waiting rooms — all were racially segre-
gated.

It wasn’t until the late 1960s that federal civil-rights 
laws started to be enforced, and segregation began to 
wane. Volusia’s school system didn’t begin to integrate 
until 1969.

Racists periodically have tried to exploit tensions 
built up over the decades. Various forms of the most 
identifi able of the hate groups, the Ku Klux Klan, pop 
up from time to time.

Probably, the days when the Klan held the most 
power in the DeLand area were during the 1930s. At 
that time, two rival factions of the Democratic Party 
continually fought for control of DeLand and the rest 
of Volusia County.

Th e factions were called the Ring and Anti-Ring. 
According to locals, a group of Klansmen were allied 

with the Ring, headed by Francis P. Whitehair, a De-
Land attorney. 

Whitehair eventually rose through the Democratic 
ranks to become undersecretary of the Navy in Presi-
dent Harry Truman’s administration.

A DeLand real-estate broker named John E. O’Neill 
headed the Anti-Ring. He was kidnapped by Klans-
men, who tried to castrate him. But, O’Neill survived 
to live a long and normal life.

By the 1970s, the Klan wasn’t abducting political 
leaders. Th e most newsworthy thing the hatemon-
gers could do was march in the 1975 DeLand Jaycees 
Christmas Parade.

A Klan faction apparently was trying to drum up 
support by appearing in the parade. DeLand civic 
leaders didn’t want a protracted legal battle, so they 
didn’t fi ght the Klan’s request.

About all the group’s appearance really did was dis-
gust the local populace. Parade observers say the Klan 
was met with stony silence as its members marched 
along Woodland Boulevard.

Continued from Page 12

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Bad old days
Until the late 1960s, even after federal civil-rights laws were in place, racial segregation still ruled in DeLand. Even 
exhibits at the Volusia County Fairgrounds were divided along racial lines.
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“Committed to Exceptional Service Since 1980”
  Then  ~  Blaine Aldrich  ~  Now

President/Owner

Congratulations to the City of DeLand, 
our neighbor, on their 125th Anniversary

SPECIALIZING IN SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE
Residential, Commercial and New Homes

www.comfortserviceinc.com

Locally Owned and Operated
Blaine Aldrich

President/Owner

(386) 736-1426
Conveniently located in Downtown DeLand at 127 S. Florida Avenue

State Class “A” #CAC049267

Member
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By Jennifer Horton 
and Judy Lei 

Historic homes
The Stetson Mansion

PHOTOS COURTESY J.T. THOMPSON AND MICHAEL SOLARI 

Today (above)
The Stetson Mansion today.

Yesterday (left)
The Stetson Mansion, built in 1886.

ohn B. Stetson was a snowbird, living from October 
through April each year in the little Central Florida 
settlement originally called Persimmon Hollow, and 
known beginning in 1882 as DeLand.

Stetson purchased 300 acres of land and set about 
farming it. He grew pineapple, corn, sugar cane and 
strawberries, and, in 1886, he built a home on the 
land: the Stetson Mansion. 

Architect George Pearson designed the house, which was 
built for $125,000. It had more than 8,500 square feet of living 
area, vaulted ceilings, six fi replaces, oak and mahogany fl oors, 
and 229 windows.

Even at that, it was only halfway completed. Pearson’s build-
ing plans called for a second wing on the east side, to match the 
turret on the west.

From 1887 to 1906, the Stetsons entertained lavishly at the 
mansion, hosting parties for dignitaries and nobility. Friday 
evenings, however, were set aside for the farmworkers. Stetson, 
known as a good employer, opened the gates for his employees’ 
gatherings and celebrations. 

A holiday celebration hosted by the Stetsons would likely 
have included foods such as mock turtle soup, baked bluefi sh 
a la bordelaise, Philadelphia capon, smoked jowl with spinach, 
roast sirloin of beef, roast lamb with mint sauce, sugar-cured 
ham with champagne sauce, green goose with jelly, larded par-
tridge, young turkey stuff ed with cranberries, escalloped oysters 
au gratin, galantine of turkey, tongue garnished with aspic jelly, 
mayonnaise de Homard, and salade de Volaille. 

Desserts might have been plum pudding with brandy sauce, 
pies of mince, pumpkin, lemon and coconut, chocolate, English 
walnut and orange cakes, and strawberry and vanilla ice cream. 

Th e Stetson Mansion was the fi rst home in DeLand to have 

electricity, and it boasted the town’s fi rst water tower. 
South of the mansion was the summerhouse, where bands 

played on Friday nights. A rare underground steam system was 
used for heat, and there was a greenhouse on top of the steam 
pit. Th ose structures no longer exist, but the schoolhouse, where 
the Stetson children were tutored, still stands. 

To the east of the property was an alligator pond, which made 
a fi ne tourist attraction, and was home to Stetson’s pet alligator 
Beauregard. 

Th e fi elds were protected by wooden slat-houses; in the win-
ter, fi re pots were lit to keep the crops from freezing. 

John B. Stetson died in 1906, and the house was closed. It was 
tended by a caretaker until 1925 and was used only once during 
those years, in 1915, when members of the Stetson family stayed 
there for a couple of weeks. 

In 1925, the DeLand Holding Co. purchased the estate and 
subdivided it for real-estate development. Th e mansion stands 
on the remaining 2 acres. Over the years, the house has been 
used as a tearoom, a music school and a child-care center, and a 
restaurant was proposed there.

In December 1978, the house was placed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. 

Th e Stetson Mansion changed hands several more times before 
being purchased in 2006 by Michael Solari and J.T. Th ompson, 
investors from South Florida. Th e home is currently undergoing 
a full restoration, which should be complete by October. 

Read about the restoration, and current plans for the Stetson 
Mansion, on Page 18. 

— Judy Lei is working as an administrator of the Stetson Man-
sion, for the landmark’s new owners. Beacon staff  member Jen 
Horton wrote this story from materials provided by Lei. Reach 
Horton by e-mail at jenh@delandbeacon.com.

J

3. Early Grocery 
Stores

Circa 1897

Although there has been a 
structure on this site since 
at least 1885, this building 
was erected about 1897. 
From the late-19th to 
the middle-20th century, 
most of DeLand’s grocery 
stores were located along 
Woodland Boulevard. 
Bushnell, Cantrell, Conrad, 
Dozier, Dreka, Gregory, 
Haynes, Marsh, Rhodes, 
Santilli, Vinzant and 
Woodall are but a few of 
the family names associ-
ated with these stores. This 
site was the home of the 
fi rst Stoudenmire grocery. 
Nothing was frozen. Meat 
was cut to order. Produce 
and milk were fresh from 
area truck-farms and dair-
ies. Patrons could phone in 
their orders to be delivered 
to their homes. Credit was 
commonly extended to 
monthly tabs.

Site: 142 N. Woodland 
Blvd.
Plaque located: Right of 
the entrance to Brickhouse 
Grill
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4. First Public Building — 1877
When Hettie Austin came to this community from Indiana in 1876, she immediately began 
roaming about in her “sad little mule-drawn cart” soliciting contributions for a Methodist 
church. Henry DeLand convinced her that the greater need was for a school, to which he 
would donate the land and much of the building cost if it could be used by all denomina-
tions for worship on Sundays. Thus, on this corner was built the fi rst public building, which 
served as both school and church. Much later, in 1908, Victor Fountain paid J.T. Cairns 
$10,000 to erect this brick building, which was home to Fountain’s Men’s Store for many 
decades.
Site: East Indiana Avenue
Plaque located: On the south wall of the Stetson Flower & Gift Shop, facing Indiana Avenue

By Bill Hall

Stetson Mansion, the Florida winter retreat of 
John B. Stetson —  creator of the famous West-
ern hat, as well as namesake and benefactor of 
Stetson University — has stood since 1886 on 
Camphor Lane on DeLand’s west side.

Th e great mansion, just a stone’s throw from busy 
State Road 15A, inspired two South Florida investors, 
J.T. Th ompson and Michael Solari, to undertake the risk 
of restoring it to glory.

“We were inspired to learn about John B. Stetson, his 
integrity and innovation as a businessman, his contri-
butions to the community and his vision for Stetson’s 
home. We wanted to bring it back to its former grandeur 
so that it will last for the next 100 years,” Solari said. 

An urban historian, Solari received his degree from 
Tuft s University in Medford, Mass., and has been fas-

cinated with historic structures for years. He described 
the Stetson home as a truly unusual combination of 
Gothic, Tudor, Moorish and Polynesian infl uences. Th e 
building, which sits on more than 2 acres, was designed 
by Philadelphia architect George T. Pearson. Th e home 
boasts more than 10,000 square feet of living space, and 
features intricately inlaid parquet fl oors and stained-
glass windows with rare roundels.

Th ompson and Solari have renovated numerous 
homes and other urban structures over the years. With 
this project, they want to create an adaptive restoration, 
working with designers and manufacturers to showcase 
the use of restoration products.

Th e Th ompson/Solari team also wanted to include 
the community. Th ey contacted the DeLand Museum 
of Art, and found a willing partner for the project.

Th e project is now titled “Stetson Mansion, School 
House and Gardens Showcase,” and will become home 

to the museum’s annual “Arts in Autumn” event at the 
gala grand opening. 

Following the gala, the Stetson Mansion will host 
a monthlong showcase for the public, featuring pro-
grams, tours and lectures.  Th e house will also showcase 
the work of Florida artists throughout.

Th e Stetson Mansion, School House and Gardens 
Showcase will provide a spectacular venue for manu-
facturers and designers to display their products and 
services, while enabling the preservation of one of the 
nation’s threatened historic treasures. At the same time, 
the project will earn funds to benefi t youth programs at 
Th e Museum of Florida Art for the next generation of 
artists and architects.

— Hall, a columnist for Th e DeLand-Deltona Bea-
con, also writes and edits for Th e Museum of Florida Art. 
Learn more about the Stetson Mansion project and see a 
list of sponsors at www.stetsonmansion.com.

South Florida investors have high hopes for Stetson Mansion
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FREE TIRE ROTATION — MOST CARS 
& LT. TRUCKS (UP TO 18” TIRE)

EXP. 3/31/07

10% DISCOUNT ON ANY
MECHANICAL SERVICE

EXP. 3/31/07

DeLand
386-734-6447

816 S. Woodland Blvd.
Orange City

386-774-9291
2788 Enterprise Road

Since
1968

Get a world championship 
feeling from your tires.

Congratulations to the City of DeLand! 1842 Patterson Ave., #8
(Off of Old Daytona Road)

DeLand, FL 32724
386-740-0502

Open Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
www.keylimeshop.com

GOURMET FOOD & GIFTS
Cookies, Candy, Jelly,

Sauces & Marinades, Cosmetics, 
Pies, Pie Bars & Much More ...

© The DeLand-Deltona Beacon 2007
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®

A Retirement Housing Foundation Community
• Independent & Assisted Living
• Extended Congregate Care
•  Hospice Care
• 24-Hour Nursing Staff
• Gracious Dining
• Complete Housekeeping Bi-Monthly
• Clubhouse/Heated Pool
• 24-Hour Security
  Gated Community
• Transportation
•  Exercise Room
• Billiards/Shuffleboard
• On-Site Beauty & Barber Shop
• On-Site Banking
  (Riverside Bank)
• Library
• Washer & Dryer in Every Unit

AMENITIES AND
SERVICES INCLUDE:NO

ENTRANCE FEE

NO
ENDOWMENT FEE

WEEKEND TOURS 
AVAILABLE

BY APPOINTMENT

STOP IN TODAY
AND TALK TO OUR

MARKETING SPECIALIST

EQUAL HOUSING�
OPPORTUNITY

400 East Howry Avenue
DeLand, Florida 32724

Call 386-822-6900
or 1-800-738-1222

www.thecloisters.com

Sunday Tours 
by Appointment 

Only

2 BR, 2 BA
Villas

Now Available

Proud to Be
Part of DeLand 

for 21 Years
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A short history of 
the Athens Theatre

Opened Jan. 6, 1922, the Athens Th eatre is one of the few existing 
examples of a classic American theater in Central Florida. It is a 
jewel of Italian Renaissance architecture.

Constructed primarily by DeLand craft smen and laborers, the 
facility embodied the very best in design, construction, decora-
tion and equipment. Th e theater’s name was derived from the 

vision of DeLand’s founder, Henry DeLand, who sought to create a city that would 
be the “Athens of Florida.”

“During the Depression, the Athens Th eatre was the only entertainment peo-
ple could aff ord,” DeLand historian Bill Dreggors said. “Th e DeLand Amusement 
Corp. charged only 9 cents [for children] because if it was a dime, they’d have to pay 
the state-entertainment tax.”

Later, an RC Cola promotion allowed patrons to enter free with six RC bottle 
caps.

Originally a vaudeville house and silent-movie palace, the Athens Th eatre fea-
tured live stage shows by touring performers, as well as fi lms of the day that were 

oft en accompanied by music played on the theater’s Wurlitzer pipe organ.
Once the entertainment centerpiece of DeLand and West Volusia, the showplace 

evolved through the decades from a vaudeville theater to a movie house, a place 
for community theater and prom parties, a dinner theater, a video-game room, a 
restaurant, a pizza-beer-and-movie house, and a teen nightspot. 

Dozens remember the Athens as the site of their fi rst date, fi rst kiss, and even as 
the place to go for a midnight show aft er the high-school prom.

Following a renovation in the 1950s, the building deteriorated and eventually 
closed in the early 1990s. In 1994, the MainStreet DeLand Association purchased 
the Athens and spearheaded an eff ort to restore the theater to its original splendor.  

Ownership was transferred to Sands Th eater Center in July 2004, and eff orts to 
restore the building for use by all the residents of DeLand continue.

Th e lobby of the Athens Th eatre will be open for “sneak peeks” during DeLand’s 
citywide celebration March 10.

— Information provided by Sands Th eater Center Inc. More information is avail-
able on the Internet at www.athenstheatre.org.

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
This image of the facade of the Athens Theatre in Downtown DeLand was taken before its renovation in the 1950s.
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Give Yourself a Lift with a

1611 State Road 15-A, Suite 3
DeLand, FL 32720

386-822-9223
Fax: 386-822-9213

The Perfect Gift Idea!

Congratulations to the City of DeLand!
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Lost ‘DeLandmarks’

“W hen an old person dies, it’s as if a library has 
burned down,” Alex Haley, author of the epic 
Roots, once said.

Similarly, when a building or some other 
man-made fi xture on the landscape is destroyed 
— whether by fi re, fl ood, storm, willful demoli-

tion or neglect — we the people lose a tangible link with the lives and times of 
those who went before us. 

Several pieces of DeLand’s past no longer stand. Th ey are landmarks now only 
in the memories of those who recall them fi rsthand or in the imagination of those 
who respect the past. 

Without the mention of these lost landmarks, either in conversation, print, or in 
metal markers, who would know they ever existed?

How many of these places can you remember?
• Th e Bandshell was part of a park on the northeast corner of the intersec-

tion of West Indiana and North Florida avenues. Th ough it was not as grand as 

the Bandshell by the ocean in Daytona Beach, DeLand’s Bandshell was popular 
with music lovers. It was torn down to make way for the County Administration 
Center. Th at building was later renamed in honor of Th omas C. Kelly, Volusia 
County’s fi rst county manager.

• Th e Boulevard Drive-In Th eater was a favorite hangout for teens with an 
eye toward romance. Th ey parked their cars in rows, put a speaker on a partially 
rolled-down car window, and watched a movie on something that was truly a big 
screen — if the driver and his date had nothing else to do. 

Families also piled pajama-clad children in the family car, packed a picnic, and 
headed to the drive-in for a night of entertainment.

In an age of changing ways, however, drive-in theaters faltered as videorecorders 
and movie-rental stores multiplied. Aft er years of struggling, the Boulevard Drive-
In closed in 1993, aft er a hurricane-like storm ripped apart its outdoor screen.

• Brittain Hall, a white wood-frame building with a Georgian or neoclassical 

Story continues on Page 24

By Al Everson
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Happy 125th,Happy 125th, 
DeLand!DeLand!

—— From Conrad Realty Co.From Conrad Realty Co.
Investing in DeLand since 1921Investing in DeLand since 1921

112 W. NEW YORK AVE. • SUITE 201 • 386.740.0606
WWW.CONRADREALTYCOMPANY.COM
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fl air, long served as the head-
quarters of Stetson University’s 
ROTC program, but was torn 
down in 1992. Th e Cultural 
Arts Center now occupies the 
site.

• DeLand City Hall, built 
in the 1920s, was recently torn 
down aft er the new and bigger 
municipal building was com-
pleted and opened. (To see the 
demolition of the City Hall in 
progress, watch the video clip 
on www.delandbeacon.com.)

• Built in 1952 as part of 
the legacy of Judge Bert Fish, 
Fish Memorial Hospital 
was closed in 1994, when its 
beds were moved to the Volu-
sia Medical Center — later re-
named Florida Hospital-Fish 
Memorial — in Orange City. 

Th e West Volusia Hospital 
Authority later deeded the site 
to the county, with the under-
standing the prime chunk of 
downtown real estate would 
become the site of a new judi-
cial center.

Judges and attorneys had complained the old courthouse on 
West New York Avenue had long ago outgrown the needs of a 
growing county and an increasingly litigious society. Many trials 
that normally would have been scheduled in DeLand, the county 
seat, were being moved to Daytona Beach due to a lack of court-
rooms.

Finally, in 1999, aft er the empty Fish Hospital had been de-
molished, the county broke ground for the new $48 million 
Volusia County Courthouse. Th e new judicial complex, which 
offi  cially assumed the name Volusia County Courthouse, was 
dedicated in late 2001.

Th e old courthouse, now named the Volusia County Historic 
Courthouse, was the subject of a $9 million historic renovation 
and now houses the Volusia County Department of Elections 
and the county’s Fire Services administration. Th anks to Th e 
Museum of Florida Art, the Historic Courthouse is also home to 
a collection of Jackson Walker paintings that depict actual events 
in Florida history. Th e paintings are on display during business 
hours for the public to view, and fi eld trips to take schoolchil-
dren to see them are frequent. 

• Florida Military School was a private boarding school 
for boys whose parents or guardians wanted them to grow up 
under strict discipline. Located adjacent to the DeLand Munici-
pal Airport, the school closed in 1975, aft er years of declining 
enrollments during and following the Vietnam War. 

• Hulley Tower, with its carillon, receded into history in 
2005. Because of hurricane-induced structural weaknesses that 
made the stone structure unsafe, the historic piece of the Stet-
son campus between Chaudoin Hall and DeLand Hall was torn 
down.

DeLand can be proud that, although many of its landmarks 
have been lost, many others have been carefully preserved, in-
cluding the Athens Th eatre, most of the Downtown DeLand 
storefronts, the Dutton House on West New York Avenue, and 
several historic buildings on the Stetson University campus.

Continued from Page 22
SHARE YOUR 
MEMORIES
The memories of those 
who’ve lived in a commu-
nity for a long time form 
a collective legacy that 
should be preserved.
This list of lost landmarks 
is by no means exhaus-
tive. What places not 
mentioned here do you 
remember? 
Tell us about them by 
sending an e-mail to 
info@delandbeacon.com, 
or a letter to The DeLand-
Deltona Beacon, 110 W. 
New York Ave., DeLand, 
FL 32720. Let us know if 
you have photos we can 
borrow.
If we receive enough, 
we’ll feature them in an 
upcoming edition of the 
newspaper.

PHOTOS COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The DeLand Bandshell

Fish Memorial Hospital

Stetson’s Brittain Hall

5. Circa 1877

From the day Henry A. 
DeLand laid out the streets 
for this town, this corner 
[of Woodland Boulevard 
and Indiana Avenue] has 
been a prime commercial 
site. This is where R.C. “Pop” 
Bushnell opened his fi rst 
grocery store. In the great 
fi re of 1886, it was saved 
by a bucket brigade which, 
in turn, spared the other 
structures on the block. 
In 1893, Bushnell built the 
brick building now on this 
corner, and it became the 
home of W.A. Allen & Co., 
Druggists & Jewelers, for 
many decades. Bushnell 
went on to become 
DeLand’s bandmaster, a 
much-beloved fi gure who 
conducted concerts at the 
Bandshell on Sunday af-
ternoons. This site, in time, 
became known as “Allen’s 
Corner.”

Site: 124 N. Woodland 
Blvd.
Plaque located: Just right 
of the entrance to They Call 
It Macaroni.

Florida Military School
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Congratulations on DeLand’s

New City Hall and
125th Anniversary

Geof Felton, President
302A S. Woodland Blvd.
DeLand, FL 32720

Offi ce: (386) 734-4560
Fax:     (386) 736-8550
Cell:     (386) 804-5092

License #QB0017417

110 W. New York Ave. • Downtown DeLand
(386) 734-4622 • www.delandbeacon.com

© The DeLand-Deltona Beacon 2007

Happy Anniversary,
DeLand!
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History on Walls

BEACON GRAPHIC/BIANCA SAAVEDRA

DeLand’s spectacular murals
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Currey The Florist Enters Its 96th Year of Service!

116 E. Indiana Ave. • DeLand
(386) 734-0355 • (800) 642-8779

www.curreythefl orist.com

Hello,
For those of you who, as yet, we have not had the pleasure to meet, we introduce 

ourselves as Chris and Sheila Dunn, the new owners of Currey the Florist. We take 
this opportunity to acknowledge the wonderful support of our customers throughout 
Christmas and the New Year. We extend our thanks to the people of DeLand for the 
warm welcome we have received. We would also like to thank our excellent employees 
who have supported us and have remained loyal to the business.

We will continue to provide the highest standard of service and quality you have come to 
expect from us. As befits Central Florida’s oldest florist, we are excited to be maintaining 
and enhancing the superb reputation of Currey the Florist, especially as the centennial of the 
business approaches. We look forward to continuing to serve the DeLand and surrounding 
areas and to fulfilling your requests.

Finally, please come and visit our store as spring approaches to view our new range of silks and plants 
together with an assortment of new items for the home. We look forward to meeting you!

Sherry Read, Chris Dunn, Sheila Dunn,
Linda Giarratana, Toni Dobos
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6. First Movie House
Circa 1907

Around 1907, V. Ward 
Gould and Arthur Voyle 
opened DeLand’s fi rst 
silent-movie business 
here. With straight-backed 
chairs for the audience 
and sheeting for a screen, 
they rigged up a projection 
booth and hired a pianist 
to furnish the music. The 
fi lm was hand-cranked, and 
its speed was regulated by 
the operator. Film breaks 
were to be expected. Any 
movie with a railroad train 
in it, or fi re apparatus run-
ning to a fi re, was popular. 
But perhaps the peak of 
entertainment was reached 
when the fi lm operator, 
well-noted for “tipping the 
jug” while at work, ran the 
fi lm backward with un-
expected results: It was a 
comedy hit! Admission: 10 
cents.

Site: 103 W. Indiana Ave.
Plaque located: Right side 
of entrance to Le Jardin 
Restaurant

History on Walls

1. “Henry’s Vision” by Courtney Canova and 
Robert Brooks. This mural at the northeast corner 
of Wisconsin Avenue and Woodland Boulevard 
depicts Henry A. DeLand’s arrival in 1876 at the cabin 
of Capt. John Rich. DeLand looks over the land that 
would become his namesake city.

2. “Riverboat Landing” by Richard Currier. 
This mural at the southeast corner of Wisconsin 
Avenue and Woodland Boulevard depicts the arrival 
of a steamboat at a landing along the St. Johns River.

3. “Lue Gim Gong” by Courtney Canova. This 
mural at 237 N. Woodland Blvd. depicts horticultur-
ist Lue Gim Gong and his pet rooster. In the late 
1800s, Lue developed hybrid oranges in DeLand and 
spurred West Volusia’s citrus industry.

4. “DeLand at the Turn of the Century” 
by Courtney Canova and Robert Brooks, and 
Jan Herr and DeLand Middle School students. 
This mural at the corner of Wisconsin and Alabama 
avenues shows the varied people, industries and life-
styles in the DeLand area as the 19th century faded 
into the 20th.

5. “Old Spanish Sugar Mill” by Courtney 
Canova and Robert Brooks. This mural at the north-
eastern corner of Woodland Boulevard and Church 
Street depicts the sugar mill at what’s now DeLeon 
Springs State Park. Sugar plantations had operated 
at that site since the 1700s.

6. “Black Bear Family” by Terry Smith. This 
mural along the wall of Bellini’s Deli, facing the 
parking lot between Church Street and Rich Avenue, 
depicts a mother Florida black bear and her cubs.

7. “Pioneers at the Parceland” by Perego. 
This mural at Pioneer Park, on East Rich Avenue near 
its intersection with Woodland Boulevard, depicts a 
group of travelers outside the Parceland Hotel dur-
ing the 1880s. The hotel stood on what now is the 
Volusia County Courthouse off  Alabama Avenue.

8. “Strolling Through Time With Bill” by 
Courtney Canova. This mural at 104 E. Indiana Ave. 
is a portrait of Bill Dreggors, longtime executive 
director of the West Volusia Historical Society, who 
regularly portrays Henry DeLand while giving les-
sons in area history.

9. “River Life” by Courtney Canova and Doug 
Harris. This mural on the lower level of the southeast 
corner of Woodland Boulevard and New York Avenue 
depicts manatees and turtles in the St. Johns River.

10. “Living at the Landmark” by Courtney 
Canova. This mural in the windows of the DeLand 
Artisan Inn, at the southeast corner of Woodland 
Boulevard and Howry Avenue, depicts the Landmark 
Hotel during its heydays in the 1930s and ‘40s. 
Landmark Hotel was the original name of the build-
ing.

11. “Bicycling the Boulevard” by the 
Courtney Canova family and West Volusia Artists 
Inc. This mural, inside the Fish Building in the hallway 
outside the MainStreet DeLand Association offi  ce, 
at 100 N. Woodland Blvd., depicts men on bicycles 
during the 1920s.

12. “DeLand Naval Air Station 1942-
1946” by Courtney Canova. This mural on the 
south outside wall of the Fish Building, 100 N. 
Woodland Blvd., depicts activities at the DeLand 
Naval Air Station (now the DeLand Municipal Airport) 
when Navy pilots trained there during World War II.

MITCHELL CLEANERS

309 N. WOODLAND BLVD.

386-734-3497

CERTIFIED MASTER DRY CLEANERS

Congratulations, DeLand!
Proud to Be Part
of the Community

for Over 50 Years.
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Serving
Quality Food

for a
“Quarter of
a Century”
as One of
DeLand’s

Oldest
Established
Restaurants
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• Burgers • Reubens • Pitas • Veggie Sandwich • Fries • Chili Mac • Croissants• Burgers • Reubens • Pitas • Veggie Sandwich • Fries • Chili Mac • Croissants

•BreadBowl•ChickenVelvet•RedVelvet•Chili•BlackBean-n-Rice • Bread Bowl• Chicken Velvet• Red Velvet• Chili • Black Bean-n-Rice

MON. - FRI. 7:30 AM TO 5 PM

SAT. 11 AM TO 4 PM

101 N. WOODLAND BLVD.101 N. WOODLAND BLVD.
DOWNTOWN DELANDDOWNTOWN DELAND

386-738-5030386-738-5030
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7. First Post Offi ce — 1877
According to early sources, the fi rst post offi  ce in DeLand was in the rear of the Jordan & 
Lancaster Store on West Indiana Avenue, somewhere “between Woodland Boulevard and 
Florida Avenue.” Dr. G.W. Lancaster, DeLand’s fi rst druggist, was also the fi rst postmaster. 
In front was a hitching post humorously referred to as “the buzzard’s roost.” Folk gathered 
there in the afternoon to await the mail carrier, who brought the mail by buckboard and 
on foot from the steamboat landing at Cabbage Bluff . The brick buildings that replaced 
the old wood structures on this street were largely built around the beginning of the 20th 
century. For nearly 70 years, this building was the site of the Reeve & Howard Gift Shop.
Site: 105 W. Indiana Ave.
Plaque located: Just left of the entrance to Dublin Station

Wall fi lled with community leaders
Community leaders, entertainers, athletes and 
other residents of the Spring Hill area of  DeLand 
are depicted on a mural on the side of the Spring 
Hill Boys and Girls Club, 462 Green St. Artist Gina 
Gillislee Hickman painted the mural. Hickman 
herself is among those depicted on the mural. 
Others are: Dr. Deidra Gillislee, Rev. Arthur J. 
Mack, Bob Jackson, Clarence “Bo” Davenport, 
George Williams, Elizabeth Durant — known 
as “The Sherbert Lady”, Lilliian Wright, Rev. Carl 
Brinkley, Mary McArthur, Johnny McArthur, 
Rev. Reginald Williams, Willie Mae R. Johnson, 
Ray Vernon Johnson Sr., Ray Vernon Johnson 
Jr., Elvin Woodrow Johnson, Donald Louis 
Johnson, Calvin Russell Johnson, Larry Curtis 
Johnson — known as Maurice Starr, Michael 
Edwin Johnson, known as Jonzan, Althea 
Chavers, Bridgett Gordon, Alonza Gaines Sr., 
Marva Gaines, Carrie Bell Smokes, David Staples, 
Terry Dilligard, Noble “Thin Man” Wqatts, James 
E. Cusack, Brenda Cusack, rev. Walter Sanders, 
Minnie Sanders, William Anderson, Willie Bright 
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07990 N. Woodland Boulevard • DeLand
Member FDIC Call (386) 734-1647 — A person will answer!

Serving Volusia County Since 1926, and we’ll be here for your future

Congratulations to theCity of DeLand
on their 125th Anniversary

81 years of experience
to assist with
your personal

or business needs
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1876 — Henry A. DeLand founds 
town.
1882 — Old Settlers Club founded. 
1883 — DeLand Academy, an ice-
skating rink and an ice factory open. 
1884 — DeLand Hall built.
1885 — Lue Gim Gong settles here. 
1886 — John B. Stetson visits 
DeLand; the “great fi re” downtown.
1887 — DeLand College chartered; 
city installs fi rst public streetlights. 
1889 — County seat moves from 
Enterprise to DeLand. 
1894 — Freeze kills all citrus fruit, 
damages trees. 
1904 — Stetson law student J. Hall 
Brumsey is fi rst person in DeLand to 
own an automobile. 
1910 — DeLand Opera House opens. 
1916 — First hospital founded. 
1917 — Samuel Edward Stone is fi rst 
DeLandite drafted for World War I. 
1918 — First airplane lands in 
DeLand. 
1920 — “Boom years” begin. 
1921 — Athens and Dreka theaters 
built.
1923 — Putnam Hotel opens. 
1925 — Lue Gim Gong dies. 
1927 — Courthouse built. 

1929 — Athens shows “talkies.” 
1930 — DeLand Zoo opens.
1942 — U.S. Navy air base built. 
1948 — College Arms Hotel torn 
down.
1949 — College Plaza becomes 
DeLand’s fi rst shopping center.
1950 — Chisholm Swimming Pool 
dedicated. 
1956 — Florida Military School 
opens.
1960 — Push begins to move county 
seat to Daytona Beach. 
1961 — Hurricane Donna. 
1962 — Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. 
Circus moves to town. 
1964 — DeLand leaders win battle 
to keep the county seat.
1978 — Junior high school burns 
down.
1980 — $493,000 in federal aid ap-
proved for Spring Hill. 
1984 — MainStreet DeLand 
Association formed.
1988 — New DeLand Area Public 
Library opens.
1990 — DeLand House Museum 
opens. 
1991 — Historic-preservation ordi-
nance was created.

Timeline: DeLand History Celebrate DeLand’s 125 
Years with Yogurt

Shiver - A swirl- 
in combination of 
your favorite soft 
serve yogurt and 
toppings you can 
eat with  a spoon.  
Combinations reach 
the thousands.

Sundae - Start with 
soft serve or hand scoop 

yogurt, pile on our suggestions 
or your favorite toppings 

decorated with whip topping 
and a cherry.

Parfait 
- Layers of 
yummy topping 
and yogurt 
served with whip 
topping and long 
spoon to reach 
all the way to 
the bottom.

Banana Splits, Shakes 
and Malts - Yes, we have 

them. Any way you like!

Fruithead 
Smoothies 
- 9 healthy 
combinations which 
you can add one 
free supplement.
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Frozen Coffee Drinks - WOW, we have two varieties: 
Frappe Chiller - Milk, ice and a choice of 5 fl avors blended 

or
Cappuccino Chiller - Milk, coffee, soft serve yogurt blended 

with or without toppings.
Both are topped with whip topping and cinnamon.

115 East Rich Avenue, Downtown DeLand

(386) 736-8229

TCBY on the Fly - Quarts, Deep-Dish Pies, 
Cakes and yummy Yogwiches ready to go to the 

offi ce or home with you.

Available in Soft Serve or 
Hand Scoop Flavors

22 choices every day —more than 24 toppings

Visi t  Our Web Si te at  www.jordanheal thcl in ic.com

JORDAN HEALTH CLINIC 
     DAY SPA

Proud to Serve DeLand
for Over 23 Years. 
Congratulations,
City of DeLand!
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Fire 
— when it strikes, it can ruin homes, businesses 
and livelihoods. And DeLand has had its share of 
devastating fi res that have reshaped the city, with 
two nights of major blazes less than a century 
apart.

Th e fi rst major city fi re, in 1886, destroyed both the east and west sides of Wood-
land Boulevard’s north 100 block. At about 1 a.m. Monday, Sept. 27, the city awoke 
to the sound of the fi re alarm. A fi re had started in the back of the Wilcox Saloon, 
located on the east side of Woodland Boulevard and north of New York Avenue.

Firefi ghters scrambled to put out the blaze, but it was too much for their equip-
ment of the time. Th e fi re spread to the Chambers & Dunn Building at the north-
east corner of Woodland Boulevard and New York Avenue.

While the men were working to save the Dreka Building on the southeast cor-
ner of that intersection (which housed the Carrolton Hotel), the fi re spread north, 
and ruined the stores of Lynch, Strack, Cooney and Michael Davis, Miller’s Feed 
Stable, Kean’s Shoe Store, the Haven’s Block, Bond Lumber Co., McNeill and Al-
len’s Furniture Store, the Baptist Witness Building and Tanner’s Livery Stable. 

Some business owners also lost their homes during the night, along with a num-
ber of other private residences on East New York Avenue.

Almost everyone who had his or her business burned swore the shops and of-
fi ces would be rebuilt, but with brick instead of the pine they had originally used.

By 1906, the City of DeLand had added Chapter VII, Article V, to its munici-
pal ordinances. Th is law stated: “no building, shed, tent or booth, except good 

By Jessica McCormick

PHOTO COURTESY DELAND SUN NEWS
Stop the presses
In 1972, four more large DeLand fi res claimed the DeLand  Sun News building and three 
other locations. This wrecked printing press was just one of many costly losses of prop-
erty during the Sun News fi re.Story continues on Page 32

PHOTO COURTESY VOLUSIA: THE WEST SIDE

Block destroyed
The northern end of Downtown DeLand’s 100 block was ruined in an 1886 blaze, 
which destroyed more than a half-dozen businesses. The giant fi re inspired business 
owners and the city to rebuild its buildings with sturdier, fi re-resistant brick instead 
of wood.

DELAND BURNING
Fires shape city’s face
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First Assembly of God
“Caring for Individuals and Strengthening Families”

Since 1952
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PHOTO COURTESY DELAND SUN NEWS
Expensive damage
Heat, smoke and water thoroughly damaged the second fl oor of the DeLand Sun News building, helping to bring the rebuilding cost to 
around $1 million.

substantial brick, concrete or artifi cial stone buildings, shall be 
erected or placed” within specifi c boundaries, called “the brick 
limits,” and generally describing the Downtown DeLand area. 

Buildings’ walls had set brick-thickness regulations to meet, 
and “the roof of every building erected therein shall be of slate, 
tile, zinc, tin, or other incombustible material to be approved by 
the City Council.”

And yet, 85 years and six months later, DeLand was struck by 
fi re again, but not with just one blaze — there were four in the 
same night.

Early Sunday, March 19, 1972, the fi rst fi re destroyed the 
DeLand Sun News offi  ces at 119 S. Woodland Blvd., leaving a 
charred exoskeleton. Th e fi re appeared to have started in the pa-
per-storage room in the back of the building, spreading to engulf 
the whole building.

Morgan Welch, the DeLand Sun News publisher, estimated it 
would take about $1 million to repair and re-equip the newspa-
per’s offi  ces.

Th ree other fi res blazed that night. Within a few hours, fi re-
fi ghters snuff ed out the city’s four fi res, with the other three 
burning Gulf Life Insurance Co., the DeLand Hotel and Mitchell 
Cleaners.

Th e newspaper’s advertising, editorial and business offi  ces 
kept up “normal business hours” at 132 S. Woodland Blvd., sit-
uated diagonally across from its former location. Th e Sanford 
Herald let the DeLand Sun News print its issues there until the 
latter could rebuild.

Local business owners, DeLand Sun News employees and their 
families, and others pitched in to help the newspaper keep up its 
normal services despite its temporary setback.

Eventually, the DeLand Sun News relocated to a new complex 
built at 111 S. Alabama Ave., now owned by Th e Daytona Beach 
News-Journal. Th e site of the fi re is now the drive-up facility of 
Wachovia Bank.

Continued from Page 30

8. The Athens Theatre
1922

This historically signifi cant 
landmark opened in 1922 
as a silent fi lm and vaude-
ville theater. Once the 
entertainment centerpiece 
of the county, the Athens 
operated continuously for 
nearly 70 years, changing 
its programming over time 
as technology advanced. 
The theater was developed 
by L.M. Patterson, a na-
tive of Washington, D.C., 
who moved to DeLand in 
1920 and organized the 
DeLand Moving Picture 
Co. Designed by Murray S. 
King, a prominent Orlando 
architect, the theater was 
completed in 1921. Music 
and sound eff ects were 
performed on a large 
Wurlitzer organ. The open-
ing-night performance on 
Jan. 6, 1922, featured the 
seven-reel silent fi lm, “The 
Black Panther’s Cub,” a four-
act comic play, and four 
vaudeville acts.

Site: North Florida Avenue
Plaque located: On the 
right side of the Athens 
Theatre ticket box

REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM 
THE WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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C U S T O M  C L O S E T S

Happy Birthday, DeLand

VOTED
BEST

AROUND
9 YEARS' 
RUNNING

Closets • Garages • Pantries • Storage Areas
Kids’ Rooms • Office Spaces

Completely Adjustable, 
Fully Guaranteed,

Install & Clean Up In One Day
No One BeatsNo One Beats Our Prices!Our Prices!

20% OFF20% OFF
Buy 3 or More & Get an Additional 5% OFF!

386-761-8775386-761-8775
5030 S. Ridgewood Ave., Port Orange5030 S. Ridgewood Ave., Port Orange

DOUBLEDOUBLE
YOUR SPACEYOUR SPACE

CALL FOR A FREECALL FOR A FREE

IN-HOME ESTIMATEIN-HOME ESTIMATE

Offer Expires March 31, 2007©
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247 N. Woodland Blvd. • DeLand247 N. Woodland Blvd. • DeLand
(386) 734-2122(386) 734-2122

Paint, Glass & Home DecorPaint, Glass & Home Decor

Since 1921

GlassGlass
• Mirrors• Mirrors
• Shower Enclosures• Shower Enclosures
• Table Tops• Table Tops

• Paint• Paint
• Wall Coverings• Wall Coverings
• Lampshades• Lampshades
• Accessories• Accessories

• Lamp Repair• Lamp Repair
• Window Treatments• Window Treatments
• Picture Framing• Picture Framing

Home DecorHome Decor
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Physical Therapy • Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy
Massage Therapy • Personal Training

www.premierrehabinc.com                        most insurances accepted

“Excellence In Therapy”
911 N. Spring Garden Ave. • DeLand

(386) 736-3108

Premier Rehab, Inc.HappyHappy
Birthday,Birthday,

DeLand!DeLand!

Serving the DeLand community 
for over 13 years with

“Excellence in Therapy”
in a comfortable environment.

Come see what
Come see what

we can do for
we can do for

YOU!YOU!
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135 N. Woodland Blvd. •135 N. Wood land Blvd. • Downtown DeLandDowntown DeLand
386.736.0777386.736.0777

Leslie “Gus” Gibbs, Owner
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Congratulations, DeLand!
The Gibbs family
has been a part of

the DeLand business
community since 1937. 

DeLand’s Premier Men’s Clothing and Tuxedo-Rental Headquarters.Come and Visit Our New Location
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Happy 
Birthday, 
DeLand!
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Clubs add greatly to 
DeLand quality of life 

W est Volusia is always on the go. If you want 
something to do, you need look no fur-
ther than Th e Beacon’s Club Notebook, 
or Calendar of Events. In the Club Note-
book, you’ll fi nd clubs for all kinds of in-
terests, from knitting to scrap-booking, 

Republican politics or Democratic, bottle collecting, and ham-ra-
dio operating.

Clubs are West Volusia’s community mainstays. Th ey provide 
organization for community service, connect people across the 
community, and add greatly to West Volusia’s quality of life.

Congratulations to all of the DeLand clubs, for their dedication 
and perseverance. Many of them have existed in West Volusia for 
decades. 

As the City of DeLand celebrates its 125th anniversary, we’d like 
to spotlight a few clubs that have been here for more than 70 years, 
and have grown up with the City 
of DeLand. 

Woman’s Club marks 101 
years in DeLand 

Th e DeLand Woman’s Club 
was founded in the days when 
women were rarely identifi ed 
by their own fi rst names, only as 
Mrs. So-and-so. Th e fi rst meet-
ings of the DeLand group took 
place in the Home Economics 
Department at Stetson Univer-
sity.

In 1906, still 14 years away 
from earning the right to vote, 
the women of DeLand worked 

to have legislation enacted to better their community. Th e DeLand 
Woman’s Club’s fi rst project was to get the cows off  city roads.

Aft er accomplishing that feat of public improvement, Woman’s 
Club members petitioned the City of DeLand, in 1910, to require 
that stores close on Sunday and that kindergarten be added to pub-
lic schools. Th ey also acted as school groundskeepers, as there were 
no paid employees to do that job.

Th ese days, the Woman’s Club is still working to improve neigh-
bors’ lives. Current projects include Take Stock in Children, which 
assists young people from low-income families in aff ording col-
lege; Operation Smile, which provides needed dental care; and 
Walk Away With Dignity, a rape-recovery program.

Th e Woman’s Club also supports the Head Start program, De-
Land High School, Th e Neighborhood Center of West Volusia, Th e 
Hugh O’Brian Youth Foundation, Boston Avenue School, and the 
program for teen mothers at DeLand High.

Th e Woman’s Club building, at 128 W. Michigan Ave., is also 
a part of local history. Built in 1929, the graceful clubhouse is the 
only building in DeLand still used by its original owners, and still 
used for the same purpose for which it was built. Th e building also 
is used by the community for parties, weddings and meetings.

For more information about the Woman’s Club of DeLand, call 
(386) 734-8387.

 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
celebrates 98 years in DeLand

About 110 years ago, three ladies couldn’t get into a club, be-
cause that club’s membership wanted to stay all-male.

So, the trio founded their own club: the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. Th e club was chartered in 1896, and now has chap-
ters throughout the world, including the Col. Arthur Erwin Chap-

Story continues on Page 35

PHOTOS COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Kiwanis luncheon in 1939 
This photo of a luncheon meeting of the 1939 Kiwanis Club of DeLand was taken at the former E.O. Painter Printing Co. on Wisconsin Avenue.

Woman’s Club
Mrs. W. R. Stephens, President 
of the DeLand Woman’s Club 
1913-16

9. First 
Commercial Store

1877

Capt. James B. Jordan 
came to DeLand in 1876. 
While serving in a North 
Carolina regiment during 
the Civil War, Capt. Jordan 
was wounded and taken 
prisoner in July 1863 at 
the Battle of Gettysburg. 
Following the war, he came 
to Florida and opened 
DeLand’s fi rst commercial 
store in a wood building 
on this site. A year later he 
sold all his goods — lock, 
stock and barrel — to 
George P. Dreka and John 
G. Kilkoff . This site, then, 
became the fi rst Dreka 
store in DeLand. An ener-
getic and successful entre-
preneur, Dreka later built a 
larger store on the corner 
of East New York Avenue 
and Woodland Boulevard, 
in 1882. There he became 
DeLand’s foremost retailer. 
The wood building that 
was here burned to the 
ground in the fi re of 1886.

Site: 110 W. Indiana Ave.
Plaque located: On the 
right side of the entrance 
to the Landis-Fish Building

By Jennifer Horton
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ter in DeLand, which was founded in January 1910.
Six ladies formed the Col. Arthur Erwin Chapter; currently more than 100 women 

are registered members.
Th e chapter’s name honors the great-grandfather of one of the founders.
Th e society is primarily dedicated to education, service to veterans, and the pres-

ervation of American culture.
Th e local chapter is linked to the national DAR organization and participates in 

that organization’s philanthropic activities, including founding schools in economi-
cally depressed areas, participating in a national scholarship essay program, assisting 
Native Americans, adding literature to the DAR National Library, raising funds for 
the Statue of Liberty restoration, and supporting soldiers and veterans.

Membership is open to all women age 18 and older who can prove lineage to a 
family member who participated in the American Revolution.

Th e Col. Arthur Erwin Chapter hold classes twice a year to assist prospective 
members in tracing their lineage, and members always are willing to help each other 
map out ancestry.

To fi nd out more about the Daughters of the American Revolution, visit the na-
tional organization’s Web site: www.dar.org. To learn more about the Col. Arthur Er-
win Chapter, visit geocities.com/colarthurerwindar/. 

Garden Club of DeLand: 
growing locally for 80 years

A group of women from the Woman’s Club of DeLand met in the Putnam Hotel in 
1927 for a Garden Study Class. 

A seed planted at that meeting grew to become the Garden Club of DeLand, an 
organization independent of the Woman’s Club and affi  liated with the Florida Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs. 

Two circles were formed in the fl edgling Garden Club, the Rose Circle, which is 

Continued from Page 34

Story continues on Page 38

Happy 125th Anniversary

               Thank You for Letting
be Part of the DeLand Community
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Your Full-Service Jewelry Store

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5
2572 Enterprise Road • Publix Plaza • Orange City

Expert Jewelry Repair
On Premises

Celebrating Our 23rd Year!

Diamonds

Precious Stones

Custom Jewelry

Citizen Watches

Remounting

Repairs

Watch Repairs

Bridal Sets
Wedding Bands
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911 S. Woodland Blvd., DeLand, FL
386.736.0947

Fine Furniture & Favorite Things

Since 1984Since  1984

• Sofas
• Dining Room Sets

• Collectibles
• Bedroom Suites

Congratulations, DeLand!
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I-4 Exit 116

HOURS
MON. - FRI.
8 AM - 8 PM

SAT. 9 AM - 6 PM
SUN. 12 - 5 PM

DELANDDELAND
NISSANNISSAN

I-4

CVS17 & 92

PUBLIX

2.5
 M

ILE
S

Se Habla Español Pregunte Por Alex 386-748-4610

2600 S. Woodland Blvd., DeLand W. Volusia 800-807-4568
DELAND
NISSAN

DeLand has waited 125 years for the perfect vehicle lineup.

It was well worth the wait!
DELAND NISSAN

 proud to serve DeLand since 1976
“not just a NISSAN...but a DeLand NISSAN NISSAN!”

2007 Nissan Armada 2007 Nissan Frontier 2007 Nissan Maxima

2007 Nissan Pathfi nder 2007 Nissan Quest 2007 Nissan Sentra

2007 Nissan Altima

2007 Nissan Murano

2007 Nissan Titan

2007 Nissan Xterra 2007 Nissan Versa 2007 Nissan 350Z

See our selection 
online at 

DELANDNISSAN.COM



38 DeLand — Celebrating 125 Years

still active, and the Poinsettia, which lasted for 
50 years. 

In 1935, the Azalea and Hibiscus circles were 
added, and both continue to contribute to the 
landscaping and gardening beauty of the De-
Land area. 

Th e Rose Circle helped develop Perkins Park at 
the corner of  Florida Avenue and Church Street. 
Th e Hibiscus Circle landscaped DeLand’s train 
station and donated a fountain for installation in 
Memorial Park. Th e Azalea Circle was involved 
in developing Azalea Park, which still blooms in 
a gorgeous palette each spring at the corner of 
East Pennsylvania and Amelia avenues.

Th e Garden Club’s contributions continue. 
Th e Sunfl ower Garden Circle completed Sun-
fl ower Park in 2006, at the corner of Alabama 
Avenue and Church Street in Downtown De-
Land. Th e Alice in Wonderland-themed park 
features a handsome stage, benches and tables, 
and a wandering garden path that takes visitors 
past icons from Lewis Carroll’s story. 

Also, visitors to Downtown DeLand enjoy 
well-tended colorful fl owers on the street cor-
ners, courtesy of the gardening talent and hard 
work of volunteers from the Garden Club.

— Some of this information was excerpted 
from A Quest For Beauty, by Louise Caccamise.

Rotary Club of DeLand 
celebrates 80 years

In 1905, a service club committed to commu-
nity betterment and high standards of business 
was founded by Paul Harris, in Chicago. Harris 
and a few friends began meeting regularly, “ro-
tating” among one another’s homes. Th us, the 
name Rotary was born. 

In 1926, Stetson University President Dr. Lin-
coln Hulley gathered 25 men from throughout 
DeLand to form a Rotary. 

One of Hulley’s objectives was to unify a di-
vided community. It was a diffi  cult charge, as 
Hulley pulled from every religion, some openly 
confl icting with each other. Th ere were also po-
litical factions, such as the Ku Klux Klan and 
anti-Klan activists. 

But this diversity was part of Hulley’s vision, 
and he eventually succeeded in creating a club 
for businessmen that still, today, unites leaders 
for community service.   

On Jan. 3, 1927, the fi rst offi  cers of the De-
Land Rotary Club were installed at a ceremony 
in the College Arms Hotel. 

From a few friends meeting in each other’s 
homes, Rotary has members in 66 countries 
and now includes more than 2.1 million mem-
bers and 31,000 Rotary clubs. DeLand today has 
three active Rotary clubs — unusual for a city 
of its size — and membership is open to both 
women and men.

DeLand’s clubs are the original DeLand Ro-
tary Club, which meets at noon; the Breakfast 
Rotary Club, which meets in the early morning; 
and the Downtown DeLand Rotary Club, which 

meets in the evening. 
Th e Rotary Club motto is “service above 

self,” and the DeLand Rotary Club gives time 
and money to Boy Scouts of America; DeLand 
High School Scholarships, $10,000 per year in 
academic and sports contributions; the Alliance 
for International Reforestation, which teaches 
sustainable agriculture; Take Stock in Children; 
the DeLand Family YMCA; and Rotary Achiev-
ers, which gives $100 awards to fourth-grade 
students who make signifi cant achievements in 
reading; as well as more than 40 other local pro-
grams. 

For more information about the Rotary Club 
of DeLand, visit www.delandrotary.org.

Kiwanis Club has been 
helping in DeLand 72 years

 
In a Native American dialect, the word Ki-

wanis means “make a big noise.” 
Kiwanis started in Detroit in 1915 and, in 

1935 at a DeLand drug store’s soda fountain, a 
handful of young men felt there was a need to 
“make a big noise” in West Volusia. 

Rotary already existed, but these local leaders 
thought DeLand had grown big enough for an-
other civic club.

Th e founding fathers met over sandwiches to 
talk about their game plan: recruit 25 members, 
enough to have a Kiwanis club chartered. Th ey 
succeeded; the fi rst meetings of the Kiwanis 
Club were at the Putnam Hotel.

Th e Kiwanis Club is well-known for its pan-
cake breakfasts, which club volunteers stir up for 
the DeLand Christmas Parade day, and at the 
Community Out-Reach Services annual fund-
raising bed race. 

Th e Kiwanis Club of DeLand gives three to 
fi ve college scholarships yearly. Th e club has 
sponsored the Junior Olympics at DeLand High 
School for more than 50 years, and also sponsors 
many other children’s programs, such as K-Kids 
Club at McInnis Elementary, the Builder’s Club 
at Southwestern Middle School, the Key Club 
at DeLand High School, and the aKtion Club, a 
part of the Association of Retarded Children. 

In addition, to promote young artists in 
our schools, the Kiwanis Club of DeLand has 
pledged $15,000 to the children’s art exhibition 
in DeLand’s new City Hall. 

For more information about Kiwanis, call 
(386) 734-1101 or visit www.delandkiwanis.
com. 

— Contributed by DeLand Kiwanis Club Past 
President Jan Giroux, a Beacon staff  member. 

How about your club?

Th is story was compiled by Beacon staff  mem-
ber Jennifer Horton, who writes the weekly Club 
Notebook feature in the Beacon’s Midweek edi-
tion, and also writes stories about West Volusia 
clubs and organizations for our Club Spotlight 
feature. If your club has celebrated an anniver-
sary, tell her about it by sending an e-mail to 
jenh@delandbeacon.com.

Continued from Page 35

10. Landis-Fish 
Building

1905

In 1905, the Landis & Fish 
law fi rm erected a brick, 
one-store, Romanesque-
style building on this site. 
As the fi rm grew, it was 
enlarged in 1925 to the 
two-story Federal structure 
you see today. Begun by 
Cary D. Landis and Bert 
Fish, the fi rm was noted 
for its distinguished clients 
and as a center of political 
infl uence. Landis became 
attorney general of Florida 
1930-38. Fish was ap-
pointed minister to Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and then 
Portugal, 1933-43. Both 
died in offi  ce. A later part-
ner, Francis P. Whitehair, 
became undersecretary 
of the Navy 1951-53. The 
law fi rm relocated in 1985 
and continues in practice 
as Landis Graham French. 
It is now among the oldest 
continuous law fi rms in the 
state of Florida.

Site: 110 W. Indiana Ave.
Plaque located: On the 
left side of the entrance to 
the Landis-Fish Building

11. The Haven Block
Circa 1887

The three buildings called 
“The Haven Block” ex-
tend from 112 to 116 N. 
Woodland Blvd. These 
three Romanesque-style 
buildings have been home 
to countless businesses for 
over a century. In their ear-
ly history was Haven’s Hall 
on the second fl oor, where 
the DeLand Choral Society 
performed The Mikado in 
July 1892 under the aus-
pices of the Ladies’ Town 
Improvement Society. Ah, 
but times changed. By 
the mid-20th century, this 
same hall held a back-room 
poker game where local 
boys played pool while 
watching the stairwell to 
warn if any strangers (the 
law?) approached, so the 
poker players could fl ee 
down the fi re escape. The 
Ladies’ Society, no doubt, 
would have been shocked!

Site: 112-116 N. Woodland 
Blvd.
Plaque located: 114 N. 
Woodland Blvd.
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386-734-3481, Ext. 104 OR 1-800-334-4133 • www.alliancecommunity.org
600 SOUTH FLORIDA AVENUE • DELAND, FL 32720
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Stetson University
A timeline of DeLand’s academic backbone
1883 Henry A. DeLand founds the DeLand 
Academy, Nov. 5, originally housed in First Baptist 
Church.

1884 DeLand Hall is completed, the oldest build-
ing in Florida to have been continuously used for 
higher education.

1885 The institution becomes DeLand College, 
and John Franklin Forbes is named the fi rst 
president. An affi  liation with the Florida Baptist 
Convention is achieved.

1886 Stetson Hall, the oldest residence hall in 
Florida, is occupied.

1887 The Florida Legislature grants the charter 
to DeLand University defi ning a self-perpetuating 
board of trustees to be three-fourths Baptists, with 
the president also to be a Baptist.

1889 The name is changed to John B. Stetson 
University, and Stetson becomes chairman of the 
board of trustees.

1892 Elizabeth Hall is built by John B. Stetson. The 
north and south wings are completed in 1897.

1900 The College of Law is founded as the fi rst law 
school in Florida.

1902 Flagler Hall becomes home to the university’s 
law and technology colleges.

1904 The colorful Lincoln Hulley becomes presi-
dent. (Read more about Hulley in the history of the 
DeLand Rotary Club, Page 38.)

1908 Sampson Hall is constructed as the universi-
ty’s library.

1932 Stetson joins the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools. Hulley resists this action, be-
lieving Stetson does not need this endorsement.

1934 President Hulley dies Jan. 20. Charles S. 
Farriss is named acting president. In August, William 
Sims Allen becomes the third president of Stetson.

1947 President Allen’s poor health causes him to 
resign in September; Dean Harry Garwood is named 
acting president.

1948 J. Ollie Edmunds assumes presidency Jan. 

1, and is welcomed by Acting Dean William Hugh 
McEniry and Student Association President Fred 
“Bud” Dickinson.

1954 The beautiful Commons Building burns 
at Christmas. The Carlton Union Building, built in 
1957, succeeds it. The College of Law moves to St. 
Petersburg.

1960 Stetson becomes the fi rst white college in 
Florida to admit a black student, Cornelius Hunter.

1964 The duPont-Ball Library is dedicated.

1967 President Edmunds resigns, and Paul F. Geren 
becomes president.

1969 President Geren resigns; the day before his 
resignation is to take eff ect, he is killed in an automo-
bile accident.

1970 Vice President John Johns, after serving as 
acting president following President Geren’s death, 

becomes the sixth president.

1974 Edmunds Center is built as a fi eld house and 
multipurpose assembly hall.

1976 President Johns goes to Furman University as 
president, and George Borders becomes acting chief 
administrator.

1977 Pope A. Duncan becomes Stetson’s seventh 
president.

1978 A program of renovation of older buildings 
is inaugurated.  Acquisition of the Gillespie Museum 
property begins a series of real-estate purchases to 
redefi ne the south boundary of the campus.  

1982-83 The university begins a yearlong celebra-
tion of its centennial. Gilbert Lycan’s book Stetson 
University: The First 100 Years is published. Phi Beta 
Kappa, Gamma of Florida, is installed as the fi rst 
chapter in a private university in Florida. 

1984 Chancellor J. Ollie Edmunds dies. The College 
of Liberal Arts becomes the College of Arts and 
Sciences. The School of Music adds a bachelor’s de-
gree in musical theatre, and a Master of Accountancy 
is also added.

1985 Stetson joins the Trans America Athletic 
Conference and is a founding member of the wom-
en’s New South Conference. The Community School 
of the Arts is inaugurated.

1986 A master campus plan is developed.

1987 H. Douglas Lee, executive vice president, suc-
ceeds President Duncan as president, and Duncan 
becomes chancellor. The sorority houses are dedi-
cated.

1989 Griffi  th Hall, which houses admissions and 
fi nancial aid, is completed. A master campus-land-
scaping plan, which begins the reforestation of 
Woodland Boulevard, is approved.

1990 The Lynn Center, a former savings-and-loan 
building, is purchased with a gift of $3 million from 
E.M. Lynn, an alumnus. For the sixth year, U.S. News 
and World Report ranks Stetson among the best com-
prehensive universities in the South. A new agree-

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Stetson University’s Flagler Hall circa 1910.

Story continues on Page 41

12. Miller-Fish Building — Circa 1887
In this block, early settler Charles A. Miller owned a hay-and-grain store, a livery stable and 
a buggy-and-carriage shop. All fell to the fl ames of the 1886 fi re. Miller was among the fi rst 
to rebuild, erecting the two-story brick building you see today. Here, he operated a dry-
goods store and served as the agent for the Clyde Steamship Co. In 1899, he opened Miller 
Hardware Co., which he operated for 26 years. In 1925, Bert Fish, a prominent local attor-
ney and political fi gure who rose to become minister to Egypt and then Portugal, acquired 
the building from Miller for $150,000.
Site: 100 N. Woodland Blvd.
Plaque located: Front left side of Miller-Fish Building
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ment is made with the Florida Baptist Convention, reducing its role in trustee 
nominations and reducing its fi nancial support but continuing an affi  liation.

1991 South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, winner of the 1984 Nobel 
Peace Prize, speaks out on global confl icts as the inaugural speaker of the James 
A. Stewart Lecture Series presented by Stetson’s Institute for Christian Ethics. 

1992-93 In collaboration with Disney Development Co. and the Osceola 
County School Board, Stetson plans a model school and teaching academy at 
Celebration. Former President Jimmy Carter gives the Stewart Lecture.

1994-95 Trustee Mark Hollis and his wife, Lynn, provide $2.5 million toward 
the construction of a student activities center. 

1995-96 In a message titled “On the Threshold of the 21st Century,” Holocaust 
survivor, Nobel Peace Prize laureate and author Elie Wiesel presents the James 
A. Stewart Lecture. The College of Law is ranked fi rst in the nation for its trial and 
appellate programs in the 1995 U.S. News and World Report’s survey of gradu-
ate-school programs. Stetson and the Florida Baptists terminate all formal and 
informal relationships. The Howard Thurman Program is established to integrate 
the works of scholars and community leaders to seek solutions to social, reli-
gious and ethnic problems.

1997-98 Named for Mark and Lynn Hollis of Lakeland, the $4.3 million, 
33,000-square-foot Hollis Center for fi tness and recreation is dedicated.

1998-99 Bill Moyers, a celebrated author and observer of the national scene 
with more than 30 years in print and broadcast journalism, delivers the 1998 
James A. Stewart Lecture, on “Ethics for a New Millennium.” 

1999 Melching Field at Conrad Park opens, a $4.5 million state-of-the-art base-
ball stadium funded through a collaboration of Stetson, the City of DeLand and 
the DeLand Sports Redevelopment Association. 

2000 Author of the best-seller Reason for Hope: A Spiritual Journey and world-

Story continues on Page 42

Continued from Page 40
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~ 125 Years ~
Wishing DeLand a 
Happy Anniversary

from

Thank you to the City of DeLand for the support you 
have given Community Outreach Services as we’ve 
cared for and been involved in the substance-abuse-
treatment services of area residents for 38 years.

Thank you for allowing the
“Great American Bed Race” to take

place in Downtown DeLand.

We would also like to thank the sponsors of the 
“Great American Bed Race” — Bright House 

Networks, Wal-Mart DeLand, Riverside National 
Bank, Lifetime Cabinetry, Harry’s Towing, Baldauff 

Family Funeral Home, Kiwanis Club of DeLand, 
the DeLand Pennysaver, Bolerjack, Conrad Realty 

and The DeLand-Deltona Beacon.

Mark your calendar — September 15, 2007 
GREAT AMERICAN BED RACE

Downtown DeLand
TO PARTICIPATE:

Call 386-736-0420, ext. 131.

ommunity Out-Reach
        Services, inc.
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Congratulations to the City of DeLand
 on its 125th Anniversary 
and the Grand Opening

 of its new City Hall.

From the Staff and Membership
DeLand Area Chamber of Commerce

“Your Partner In Business Since 1890”
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St. Peter Catholic School
Congratulations, City of DeLand.

We are proud of our city.
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renowned primatologist Jane Goodall delivers the James A. Stewart Lecture. 
Christine Lynn of Boca Raton donates $10 million for extensive renovations to 
the Eugene M. and Christine Lynn Business Center, which houses the School of 
Business Administration. Stetson acquires the $2.6 million Oscar Bluemner art 
collection.  

2001 Stetson’s third campus, the $7.2 million Stetson University Center at 
Celebration, opens its doors to students for the fall semester. Construction of the 
fi rst phase of a $2 million Amelia Avenue safety and beautifi cation streetscape 
project is complete, adding gates, brick pavers and landscaping to the roadway 
that borders the university. 

2002 Historic Holler Fountain is brought back to life. Stetson breaks ground for 
a women’s fastpitch softball complex. 

2003 Trustees approve a new landscaping policy, which mandates the plant-
ing of only trees and shrubs native to Florida. The Lynn Business Center is the 
fi rst building in Florida certifi ed as a green building by the U.S. Green Building 
Council under its Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green 
Building Rating System™. An Executive Master of Business Administration de-
gree program for senior-level executives begins at the Stetson University Center 

at Celebration. A gift of $1 million from Martha Apgar, honoring the late Rev. 
LeRoy Lawson, makes possible the Lawson Lecture Series, the Lawson Endowed 
Scholarship for students in philosophy, and the Lawson Seminar and Reading 
Room in Elizabeth Hall. Chancellor Pope Duncan dies on Dec. 18.

2004 The College of Law opens its Tampa Law Center, a three-story, 73,500-
square-foot building off ering evening courses for Juris Doctor students, and 
housing the Tampa branch of Florida’s 2nd District Court of Appeal. Stetson 
welcomes its largest-ever incoming class and its largest overall student body in 
the fall semester. A new Family Business major, the fi rst in the nation, is added.

2005 Dr. Leonard Nance is named dean of First Year Studies, inaugurating a 
program designed to improve fi rst-year students’ college experience at Stetson. 
The School of Business Administration begins a new Executive Passport program 
to help working adults with 40 to 60 hours of college credit earn a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration in Saturday classes at the Celebration campus. 
Hulley Tower, which housed the Eloise Chimes, is taken down to its stone base 
when it is found that years of water damage have made it an unsafe structure. 
Construction begins on six new student-residence buildings. Stover Theatre 
celebrates its 75th anniversary as a performance hall, and the Theater Program 

Story continues on Page 43

Continued from Page 41

13. Wilcox Saloon — 1886
“The great fi re” occurred late at night on Sept. 27, 1886. It is thought to have started from 
a smoldering cigar igniting the sawdust on the fl oor of the Wilcox Saloon in this block. 
The buildings, constructed of pine, were instantly engulfed. The town had only two small 
chemical wagons, and the water from tanks and cisterns to fi ght the blaze. Fire swept both 
sides of the boulevard and, by morning, 22 buildings and 33 stores were in ashes. The city 
passed two ordinances: no future wood-frame buildings, and no saloons in Downtown 
DeLand. The latter decree was lifted when prohibition was repealed in the 1930s.
Site: 101 N. Woodland Blvd.
Plaque located: Centered on front wall of Lace & Accessories
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prestige carpet 
of deland

(386) 736-7146 912 West Beresford Ave., DeLand
Member of the DeLand Chamber of Commerce

 since 1986

 Faith Osborn and Staff
“The Carpet Lady”

At your hometown flooring center

Mon-Fri: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Evenings or Saturday by Appt.
www.prestigecarpetofdeland.net

Proud to be serving 
Volusia County for 21 years

Congratulations to the City of DeLand 
on their 125th Anniversary

When you want the very best, shop where the professionals shop!
We offer quality fl ooring at competitive pricing, and a friendly, knowledgeable staff to serve you.

We do all types of fl ooring, so come see us!
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at Stetson marks its 100th season.

2006 Illustrating Stetson values, more than 60 students spend their spring 
break in New Orleans, helping residents begin to recover from Hurricane 
Katrina. Dr. Greg Sapp is named to the new Marchman Chair of Civic and Social 
Responsibility; and Drs. Ranjini Thaver and Neal Long of the economics depart-
ment win national service-learning honors from Campus Compact for their 
microcredit program. Voice student Donovan Singletary wins the prestigious 
Metropolitan Opera’s National Council Grand Finals. The development staff  
raises $15.3 million in 2005-06, more than doubling the amount raised in 2005. 
A $17.2 million residence-hall complex opens for 338 students. Pat and Patricia 
Wilson donate $1 million to name one of its new apartment buildings Maxcy 
Hall. Dolly and Homer Hand donate $1 million to build a center for Stetson’s 
Oscar Bluemner art collection. Martha Apgar gives $1 million to fund the John N. 
Apgar Jr. Lecture Series, featuring major conservative speakers. The Marshall and 
Vera Lea Rinker Foundation gives $1 million toward an environmental learning 
center near the Gillespie Museum and for native landscaping on campus. Former 
U.S. Rep. Clay Shaw donates the papers from his 13 terms in Congress to Stetson, 
his alma mater.

— Information provided by Stetson University.
PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

An early photo of Stetson University’s DeLand Hall

Continued from Page 42

14. 1925
On this corner was the original Masonic Lodge in the three-store Chambers & Dunn 
Building. It burned to the ground in the fi re of Sept. 27, 1886. This was the fi rst large frame 
building to fall to the fl ames. In 1925, the First National Bank erected DeLand’s fi rst “sky-
scraper” on the site. The collapse of the Florida land boom forced the bank to close its 
doors on July 11, 1929, and the Barnett Bank took over the property on Oct. 24, 1929, only 
fi ve days before the great stock-market crash. During the Depression, a daredevil known 
only as the “human fl y” would occasionally scale the walls, seeking contributions from 
onlookers.
Site: 101 N. Woodland Blvd.
Plaque located: Left front wall of the Baumgartner Co. Building
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LIFETIME CABINETRY
ALL WOOD CABINETSALL WOOD CABINETS

(386) 734-2889

www.lifetimecabinetryinc.com

420 N. Boundary Ave. • DeLand
Monday-Friday  9 a.m.-4 p.m. • Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Appointments Available After Hours.

• KITCHEN • BATHROOM
FLOORING

CUSTOM WOOD CLOSETS

136 N. Woodland Blvd. —
in the heart of beautiful

Downtown DeLand
(386) 740-1805

We’re an

Art School:
Providing a fun

and creative
atmosphere for
artists and those
who would like

to be.

We’re a student

Art Gallery:
Showcasing and

promoting
the best

of the students’
artwork.

© The DeLand-Deltona Beacon 2007

Congratulations to the City of DeLand on its 125th Anniversary.We’re proud to be a part of DeLand for the past 8 years.
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The Henry A. DeLand House stands as a monu-
ment to history, and to life in DeLand as a young 
town. Henry DeLand never lived in the house, 
but it was built on land he owned.

Built in 1886 by the city’s fi rst attorney, George 
Hamlin, the house changed ownership numer-

ous times before being dedicated to the West Volusia Historical 
Society.

DeLand’s fellow founding father, John B. Stetson, bought the 
house in 1893 to use as housing for university faculty. 

In 1903, it was purchased by Dr. Charles Farris. Farris is cred-
ited with much of the expansion. Th e house was originally one-
and-a-half stories. Farris raised the roof, relocated the stairs and 
added a second fl oor, a portico and an entry porch, as well as 
some stained-glass windows.  

In the 1940s, the home was converted into three apartments. 
In 1988, Robert and Hawtense Conrad bought the house and 

donated it to the City of DeLand. Th rough contributions, the 
Henry A. DeLand House was restored to refl ect the time when 
the Farris family lived in it. 

Th e West Volusia Historical Society oversees the Henry A. 
DeLand House Museum. Tours and walk-throughs are available 
noon-4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. 

For more information about the DeLand House, visit www.
delandhouse.org. 

— Information provided by the West Volusia Historical Society.

Historic homes
The Henry A. DeLand House

PHOTOS COURTESY WEST 
VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A house for 
DeLand’s history 
The Henry A. DeLand House, 
above, was built in 1886 by 
DeLand’s fi rst attorney, and 
was once owned by John 
B. Stetson. Today, it houses 
DeLand’s history, as home to 
the West Volusia Historical 
Society. Robert and Hawtense 
Conrad, who bought the 
house and donated it for 
public use, are thanked in the 
photo below.

15. The Dreka 
Theater

1922

Imagine the front of this 
now-modern building with 
parapets, decorative geo-
metric tiles, and elaborate 
curvilinear windows on the 
face. At the center was an 
ornate kiosk ticket offi  ce 
[See Page 22]. Naming it for 
the popular department 
store adjacent to it, Walter 
Geissinger developed the 
theater to capitalize on the 
emerging movie industries, 
which boomed follow-
ing World War I. For at 
least three generations of 
patrons, the Dreka Theater 
was DeLand’s most popular 
spot on Saturday after-
noons. Double features 
always included a Western 
movie, often with a “sing-
ing cowboy,” and a scary 
mystery or zany comedy. At 
least two cartoons and an 
exciting weekly serial kept 
kids on the edge of their 
seats. Tickets for those un-
der 12 years of age: 9 cents. 
The theater closed in 1956.
There is a picture of the 
Theater on Page 22.

Site: 112 E. New York Ave.
Plaque located: Front wall, 
right of the entrance to 
Orange Belt Pharmacy



45DeLand — Celebrating 125 Years

©
 T

he
 D

eL
an

d-
D

el
to

na
 B

ea
co

n 
20

07

of Central FL, Inc.

FREE 
LOCAL

TOWING
with major repairs

VOTED BEST
IN THE WEST

9 YEARS 
STRAIGHT!

Best of
the West

TRANSMISSION
TUNE-UP
Includes Gasket,
Fluid & Labor

*Filter additional, if needed.
Not valid with any other offer.

$4999*
Reg. $59.99

COUPON REQUIRED

EXPIRES 4/15/07

1605 N. Woodland Blvd. • DeLand

386-738-7226
Fax: 386-738-9959  •  MV11594

And Proud to be a Part of 
DeLand for 35 years

And Proud to be a Part of 
DeLand for 35 years

Congratulations to our 
Wonderful City of DeLand
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From left, Rotary Club of DeLand President-Elect Ed 
Denston, Leslie Gayle, Dave Collins and Rotary Club of 
DeLand President Clarence “Bo” Davenport take part in 

the Rotary Club Auction in December 2006.

AIR (Alliance for International
Reforestation) 

American Legion 
Arthaus 

Athens Theatre Project 
African American Museum of Art 

Boggy Creek Project 
Boy Scouts of America 
Blue Lake Elementary 

Boys & Girls Club of Spring Hill 
Children’s Cancer Foundation 
Chisholm Community Center 

College Scholarship 
Council on Aging - Volusia County 
DeLand - City of - Centennial Plaza 

DeLand Fall Festival of the Arts 
DeLand Naval Air Station 

DeLand Little League 
DeLand Museum of Art-Youth 

DeLand Museum of Art-LegendaryFL 
DHS - Boys’ Basketball 

DHS - Cross Country T & F 
DHS - Girls’ Basketball 

DHS - Gym Sign 
DHS- Hill Street Theater 

DHS - Interact 
DHS - Renaissance Program 

DHS - ROTC Award 
DHS - Scholarship, Basic 

DHS - Tennis 
DHS - Scholarship, Regular 

Duvall Home 
Easter Seals, West Volusia 

Freedom Playground 
FUTURES, Take Stock in Children 

Garden Club of DeLand 
G.I.F.T.S. 

Godwin, Matt/Quality Brands 
H.E.L.P. Animals 

Hospice 
House Next Door 

Interact Scholarship 
Journey’s End Animal Sanctuary 

Leadership DeLand 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Neighborhood Center 
One Hundred Deputies/100 Kids 

O’Neil Foundation 
Pierson High School 

Police Athletic League (PAL) 
Project Care 

Red Cross Coast to Coast 
Rose Parade Float 

Rotary Achievers (Club) 
Rotary Foster Care Coalition 
Rotary - RYLA - Scholarships 

Salvation Army 
Sands Theater Center 
Sheriff’s Youth Ranch 

Stetson - CAUSE
Stetson - President’s Council 

Stetson - Rotaract 
Stetson - Softball 

YMCA - Black Achievers 
YMCA - Camp Winona 
YMCA - Capital Fund 

YMCA - Scholarship Fund 
Young Life

West Volusia Historical Society 
Wild Game Feast
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City government in 1906 
was simpler, cheaper
But some things haven’t 
changed, like DeLand’s 
commitment to parks

Critics of city government’s modern largess will fi nd plenty of am-
munition for their arguments in a 1906 book of the Code of Ordi-
nances published by the City of DeLand.

Th ings were so much simpler then, and a whole lot cheaper.
Th e town marshal was paid $600 a year. His duties were wide-

ranging, from inspecting all the “water closets and privies within 
the sanitary limits at least twice per month,” to abating nuisances of all types, ar-
resting people who spat on sidewalks, and impounding stray animals. 

Th e marshal was required to be present at all fi res, and would be the one re-
sponsible for citing those who dared to ride horses “or other animals” faster than 
6 mph on city streets.

Th e city clerk made only $450 a year. Th e current clerk makes about 151 times 
that. On average, the clerk’s salary has grown by about $675 per year for the past 
100 years.

Admittedly, the clerk today works longer hours, but she’s probably not expected 
to work Saturdays, as was the clerk in 1906.

Th e 25-year-old City of DeLand required its clerk to keep offi  ce hours between 
8 and 10 a.m. six days a week (excepting Sundays). Th e law also required the clerk 
to keep his or her offi  ce “in a neat and orderly condition at all times.” Th at alone, 
these days, would be worth at least $450 a year.

I can’t remember how this remarkably intact 125-page volume of DeLand ordi-
nances arrived on my desk. It is marked with the personal stamp of a Miami man 
who was probably a previous owner: Francis M. Miller.

In honor of our 125th-birthday-celebration special edition, we decided to pull 
out the fragile volume and take a look at how the City of DeLand was organized a 
quarter-century aft er its founding.

Th e little book, printed by the E.O. Painter Printing Co., then of DeLand (still 
in business, and now in DeLeon Springs), documents a town whose leaders had 
strong opinions about right and wrong. 

Social tolerance and political correctness, the way we think of them now, were 
unheard of in 1906. Local laws were broad, and vague enough to allow the prefer-

By Barb Shepherd

Story continues on Page 47

16. Dreka Building — 1882
On this site in 1882, George A. Dreka built his two-story department store that later was 
expanded to four fl oors to also hold the Carrolton Hotel. In the 1886 fi re that consumed 
much of the town, blankets were hung from the balconies and kept wet by a bucket 
brigade using water from a tank on the roof. In 1909 Dreka moved the building and, for 
an estimated $75,000, erected the current structure designed by L.M. Wethers, which was 
the fi rst reinforced-concrete building in Volusia County. A brilliant entrepreneur, Dreka 
became the largest merchant in the area. His store’s slogan was “Everything to Eat, Wear 
and Use.”
Site: 100 E. New York Ave.
Plaque located: Front wall of Wachovia Bank, facing Woodland Boulevard
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ences, prejudices and moral judgments of one man (the mayor) to be enforced 
with the power of fi nes and/or imprisonment.

Take, for example, the 1906 law against nuisances, which reads, in part: “No 
person shall ... conduct or carry on any trade, business or occupation, or keep, 
maintain, suff er or permit any building or structure, or any other matter or thing 
which shall be a public nuisance ... .”

Th is seems like a handy little law for getting rid of those who displease us. En-
forcement was at the sole discretion of the mayor, and the punishment was impris-
onment of up to 25 days and/or a fi ne of up to $50. Th at princely sum, as we can 
see by the salaries above, represented a small fortune. 

Occupational-license fees also were used by city fathers to impose social and 
moral control. Retailers could operate in DeLand aft er paying the city just a few 
dollars, land agents paid an annual fee of only $2.50, and electric companies were 
charged just $5 per year, but certain categories of commerce were discouraged 
with much-higher prices.

“Hawkers of medicines,” for example, had to pay $50 per day for every day they 
planned to hawk their medicines, drugs and patent cures.

Circuses had to pony up $10 to give shows under tents, “with or without hors-
es.” Anyone selling (or even giving away) fi reworks, or any other “explosives liable 
to set fi re to buildings,” was required to pay $50 for the privilege.

Aft er all, it had been a mere 20 years since DeLand’s central business district 
had burned to the ground.

Th at famous fi re, which started in a drinking establishment, gave rise to other 
local laws still in eff ect in 1906, notably the requirement that new buildings within 
what was called “the brick limits” be of masonry construction, and that no “intoxi-
cating liquors” be sold within DeLand’s corporate limits.

It was a simple time. Th e list of streets the city had agreed to maintain fi tted on 
fewer than three 5-inch-by-7-inch pages.

Th ere were eight city employees: a clerk, a building inspector, a treasurer, a city 

Continued from Page 46

Story continues on Page 48

Proud to be Serving DeLand
& the Rest of West Volusia

Since 1952!

Visit our Web site: www.bbco.us for complete listings

101 N. Woodland Blvd., Suite 600 - DeLand
(386) 734-1665

Leasing Broker & Property Management
Tax-Deferred Exchange  Business Opportunities
 Opinion of Value  Consulting  Site Selection 

Total Site Development  Representing Buyers & Sellers

© The DeLand-Deltona Beacon 2007
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Jim Mikitta,
REALTOR®
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Angevine’s Fine Silver, Inc.
“The Sterling Matching Specialists”

Established 1985
Specializing in sterling only. New, Antique and Estate. Flatware, 

Hollowware, Baby Items, Souvenir Spoons, Ornaments and Charms.
Sterling Silver Bridal Registry

Visit us on the Web at: www.angevinesfinesilver.com
Clifford Angevine, Jr., President  — Connie E. Angevine, Vice President

Store hours
Mon-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-1

2999 South Woodland Blvd.
DeLand, FL 32720

Phone: 386-734-8553
Fax: 386-736-1718

E-mail:
jr@angevinesfi nesilver.com

Since 1959

Congratulations, DeLand, on your 125th ©
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Making Money 
the           Way!
• You Drop It Off • We Sell It

• We Ship It • You Collect the Money

2605 S. Woodland Blvd. • West Volusia Regional Shopping Center • DeLand
Call Today! 386-738-5101 • Toll Free: 877-254-EBAY

Automobiles • Real Estate • Electronics • Boats • Collectibles • Sporting Equipment • Much, Much More!
E-mail: info@yknottradingpost.com

Congratulations, DeLand, on 
Your 125th. May We Continue 
to Serve You with All
Your
EBAY
Needs.

Hrs: M-F 10-6 • Sat 10-4 • Closed Sundays
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attorney, the marshal, a superintendent for the shell mine, a 
night watchman and a city engineer. Most of them were elect-
ed.

Th e rest of city business was attended to by City Council 
members and the appointees to six standing committees, which 
oversaw such items of importance as sanitary regulation and 
city fi nances.

As diff erent as it was then, however, it was still DeLand, 
which would soon earn the nickname Athens of Florida for its 
dedication to the arts and to beauty.

Indeed, among the miscellaneous laws listed in the back of 
our 1906 handbook, we fi nd Section 344.

“Th ere shall be created and maintained,” this provision states, 
“a separate fund to be known as the ‘City Park Fund,’ for which 
there shall be appropriated annually out of the moneys arising 
from general revenue.

“Said fund shall be exclusively for maintaining, improving 
and beautifying the city park now established by the city. Th e 
Ladies Improvement Society is hereby authorized to assume full 
charge of the City Park ... .”

Fast-forward to 2007. Still on the quest to create beauty and 
preserve green spaces, we have many special funds for parks, 
and special taxes to sustain them. 

As for the Ladies Improvement Society, well, they’re no lon-
ger doing all the work. And, last we heard, they’ve been forced 
to admit men as members.

IT WAS 
AGAINST 
THE LAW 
IN 1906
• Remaining for more than fi ve min-
utes in a voting booth.

• Showing one’s ballot to a fellow 
elector.

• Racing bicycles along city streets 
other than on New York Avenue 
from Woodland Boulevard west 
to the city limits, and then only with 
permission from the mayor.

• Failing to equip one’s bicycle, mo-
torcycle or automobile with a bell or 
gong, and failing to sound one’s bell 
or gong when rounding a corner or 
passing another vehicle.

• Operating a vehicle, motorcycle 
or bicycle on city streets at speeds 
greater than 10 mph, or rounding a 
corner at speeds greater than 4 mph.

• Riding one’s bicycle on the side-
walk.

• Failing to construct sidewalks to 
city specifi cations. Depending on 
their location, sidewalks could be 
of stone, wood or shell, with wood, 
brick or masonry curbing.

• Failing to sweep the sidewalk in 
front of one’s place of business every 
Saturday evening.

• Throwing, spilling or otherwise 
depositing “any decayed fruit, waste 
paper, shavings, off al, manure, dirt, 
nails, tacks, wire, broken glass or 
crockery, or any sharp or dangerous 

rubbish or 
material ... any dish-
water or slops of any kind on any 
street, alley or public way ... .”

• Failing to adopt “the bucket system” 
for one’s privy. (The buckets were 
provided, and owned, by the City of 
DeLand.)

• Manuring lands within city limits 
without permission from the sani-
tary committee.

• Selling vegetables, fruits or other 
articles of food “not fresh, sound or 
wholesome.”

• Spitting on the sidewalk.

• Refusing to surrender one’s horse 
or mule for use by the fi re depart-
ment in case of a fi re.

• Selling water without permission of 
city authorities.

• Allowing one’s “horse, mule, jackass, 
bull, steer, cow or other cattle, sheep, 
hog or goat” to “go at large” within 
city limits.

• Keeping a gambling house, a 

“house of 
ill-fame” or “any house 
in which noisy or riotous conduct is 
permitted.”

• Refusing a request by the mayor, 
marshal or a city council member for 
aid in the arresting of any person.

• Annoying incoming passengers at 
the railroad depot.

• “Ringing bells, etc., at unseemly 
hours of the night.”

• Cutting down, cutting, bruising or 
otherwise injuring any shade tree 
within the limits of the city.

• Erecting a screen, shade or parti-
tion at the windows of one’s billiards 
parlor in such a manner as to hide 
the goings-on inside.

• Participating in “riotous assembly.”

— From the Revised Ordinances of the 
City of DeLand, published in August 
1906.

Continued from Page 47

17. Circa 1883

This site has a long history 
with the “written word.” 
On April 7, 1883, the fi rst 
issue of the Orange Ridge 
Echo was printed here in a 
wood-frame building. This 
paper later became the 
Chronicle, which eventu-
ally became the Volusia 
County Record, published 
here from 1905 to 1921. 
A June 17, 1905, article 
describes the current build-
ing being constructed with 
brick from Lake Helen. 
From 1922 to 1929 the 
Sun Publishing Co. occu-
pied the building, printing 
the DeLand Sun. Unique 
features here include the 
massive front windows that 
open on pulleys and a win-
dow frame that still bears 
the marks where a laborer 
kept track of his wages.

Site: 112 S. Woodland Blvd.
Plaque located: Just right 
of the entrance to the 
Muse Book Shop.
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You’re Invited!
WHO: The City of DeLand is celebrating its 125th Anniversary and the open-
ing of the new City Hall with a daylong event, free and open to the public.

WHEN/WHERE: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, March 10, at 120 S. Florida Ave.

WHAT:  A variety of entertainment, tours of the new City Hall, food and 
drink, giveaways and more. Advance screenings of a locally produced docu-
mentary on the history of DeLand will also be shown. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Volunteers are needed March 10 to assist with 
a variety of event-related activities. For information or to sign up, call DeLand 
City Clerk Julie Hennessy at (386) 626-7130, or e-mail hennessy@deland.org.

ROAD CLOSURES:  8 a.m.-6 p.m. on March 10, West New York Avenue 
will be closed to through traffi  c between Clara and Florida avenues, and 
South Florida Avenue will be closed between Howry and New York avenues.

PARKING: Transportation will be provided free of charge by Votran from 
designated park-and-ride lots, with parking locations available on the city’s 
Web site at www.deland.org.

HOW: No tax dollars will be spent to host the city event. The free party is 
made possible by generous community support, including the donations 
of these sponsors: Bright House Networks, C.T. Hsu & Associates, Progress 
Energy, The Daytona Beach News-Journal, Stetson University, Tennant Printing, 
and Waste Management.

MORE INFO: For more information, call (386) 626-7100. As they are avail-
able, details of the celebration will be posted at www.delandbeacon.com, 
printed in The Beacon, and listed on www.deland.org.

Serving the Food Industry since 1945

The Management Staff
and the Employees

of Seco & Golden 100 
Would Like to Wish
the City of DeLand

 a Happy 125th Anniversary

Office 386-734-3906 
Fax 386-738-1378

Post Office Box 323
DeLand, Florida 32721-0323

© The DeLand-Deltona Beacon 2007

We are not just 
Cemetery Monuments!

Check out our Kiwanis Children’s 
Art Exhibit Plaque at the new 

DeLand City Hall!

Serving Central Florida 
Since 1949
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Volusia Monument Company

Family Owned and Operated 
Mike & Edyth Baldauff
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Imagine a city with no parking 
rules and fi nes, no annoying 
traffi  c lights or stop signs, no 
water and sewer bills to pay, 
no utility taxes, no building 
permits required, no permits 

needed for cutting down trees, no gar-
bage collection (and no pesky bills for 
garbage collection), and no zoning. 

Depending on your point of view, 
DeLand at the time of its founding 
was either a barbaric backwater settle-
ment or a libertarian paradise.

Later, of course, horses and horse-
drawn wagons gave way to automo-
biles, and oil lamps became electric 
lights. While the advance of technology and growth brought 
many changes for future generations, DeLand’s early settlers be-
lieved in minimalist government.  

For many years aft er its founding, the City of DeLand had 
only one paid employee, and that was the town marshal — the 
yesteryear equivalent of police chief.

Figures on the taxation and spending during the fi rst decades 
of DeLand’s existence were not readily available, but, then as 
now, the property tax 
was the main source 
of revenue for the 
city. 

DeLand’s found-
ers also provided 
a way for property 
owners to reduce or 
even avoid municipal 
property taxes. Th at 
famous tax break greatly contributed to DeLand’s modern iden-
tity as a “tree city.” 

Th e city fathers provided a reduction of 50 cents off  one’s tax 
bill for each new oak tree planted. 

“Th ey had to live here a year before they got the tax break,” 
said Bill Dreggors, a local historian and the latter-day reincarna-
tion of Henry DeLand himself.

Th e greening of DeLand, however, put the city in the red. Th e 
tax break was so popular it could not last.

“Th ey had to repeal it, because they could not get enough 
money to pay the town marshal,” Dreggors said.

Th e City Commission eliminated 
the tax abatement for trees in 1887, 
but the trees remained and are a be-
loved characteristic of DeLand to this 
day.

Aft er World War II, DeLand’s an-
nual spending was in the six-fi gure 
range. Th e city’s budget for the 1948-
49 fi scal year — the earliest that could 
be found at City Hall — spending to-
taled $378,241. Th at sum included the 
city’s general fund, and the water-and-
sewer fund.

Less than a decade later, DeLand’s 
spending amounted to $665,936. Th e 
1957-58 budget included $39,790 for 

the DeLand Municipal Airport. Th e airport was an asset devel-
oped by the U.S. Navy to train pilots in World War II; it was 
turned over to the city aft er the base closed. 

DeLand’s 1967-68 budget blossomed into seven fi gures, 
$1,660,525.  

A decade later, spending had surged more than threefold. Th e 
1977-78 budget totaled $5,236,526.

Th e rate of spending slowed over the next 10 years, but it 
was still more than 
double what it had 
been for the earlier 
benchmark. Th e City 
of DeLand’s 1987-88 
spending plan totaled 
$12,309,112.

Th e swelling of 
DeLand’s population 
and territory was ac-

companied by another big increase in municipal outlays. Th e 
city’s 1997-98 budget amounted to $28,400,440. 

DeLand’s current total budget weighs in at more than 
three times that number; the 2006-07 budget amounts to 
$89,966,888. 

“Out of the $89 million — almost $90 million — $34 million 
is debt or grants that are not recurring sources of revenues,” De-
Land Finance Director Kevin Lewis said.

Looking over the budget fi gures of the past six decades, Lewis 
observed the city’s spending has grown at an average annual 
rate of 9.72 percent.

Oh, how DeLand’s 
government has 
grown!
By Al Everson

“Depending on your point of view, 
DeLand at the time of its founding 

was either a barbaric backwater 
settlement or a libertarian paradise.”

GOVERNMENTAL 
GROWTH 
1948-49 - $378,241
1957-58 - $665,936 (76 percent)
1967-68 - $1,660,525 (149 percent)
1977-78 - $5,236,526 (215 percent)
1987-88 - $12,309,112 (135 percent)
1997-98 - $28,400,440 (131 percent)

Note: Some of the budget fi gures include nonre-
curring items, such as capital expenditures.

18. 1925

The building was con-
structed by the Conrad 
Realty Co. for $14,000 
with bricks from the Bond 
Sandstone Brick Co. in Lake 
Helen. Its earliest occupant, 
Palm Metal Works, supplied 
tin ceilings and roof tiles for 
builders during the 1920s 
great land boom in Florida. 
Later, in the mid-1930s, 
the weekly DeLand Herald 
and the Volusia County 
Democrat were published 
here. By the early 1940s 
it served as Frank Pattilo’s 
auto-repair facility. Because 
it has provided so many 
services over the decades, 
the building represents an 
important part of the com-
mercial heritage of DeLand.

Site: 112 W. Georgia Ave.
Plaque located: On left 
side of entrance to Florida 
Victorian Architectural 
Antiques.
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Early mayors and the dates they 
were elected:
March 11, 1882: C.H. Wright
March 29, 1884: F.S. Goodrich
March 28, 1885: Joseph Dove
March 27, 1886: F.S. Goodrich 
May 6, 1890: J.B. Clough
May 5, 1891: Joseph Dove
May 5, 1892: J.E. Bigelow
May 2, 1893: R.C. Bushnell
May 1894: H.D. Bracy
May 5, 1896: J.E. Bigelow
April 1899: J.W. Perking
May 8, 1900: Michael Davis
May 6, 1901: W.B. Fudger
May 5, 1902: O.F. Fish
May 9, 1903: S.A. Wood
May 2, 1905: E. Bly

City records become sketchy in 
1919, and are unavailable for 
the period between 1925 and 
1940:
1919: Records show a mayor named 
Bushnell and a mayor named S.A. 
Wood both were elected in this year. 
1920: Stewart 
1922: C.H. Campbell Jr. 

1924: Grant Bly

Election dates are again avail-
able starting with 1941, a year 
that evidently saw the election 
of two mayors. Each mayor 
listed apparently served until 
his successor was elected:
April 7, 1941: A.C. Hatch
May 6, 1941: Robert O’Toole
May 4, 1943: Leo E. Fugle
May 4, 1949: Charles E. Tribble
May 9, 1951: E.B. Holden
May 5, 1953: Edward C. Furlong
May 4, 1955: H.W. Johnson

With the election of R.E. Lee as 
mayor in 1957, the term of offi  ce 
changed to four years:
May 8, 1957: R.E. Lee
May 3, 1961: Louis A. Skillman
May 5, 1965: Sidney E. Smith
May 8, 1973: Donald A. Page
May 3, 1977: J.E. Summerhill
May 7, 1985: Wiley Nash
May 4, 1993: David C. Rigsby 
Oct. 9, 2001: Robert F. Apgar

DeLand’s mayors
Past and Present
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Laura Bohn — Acrylic Painting Jason Anderson — Raku PotteryJohn Wolfe — 3-D Art

gallery
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Rubber Stamps — Self Inking
Notary, Logo, Deposit, 
Letterhead, Signature, 
or any type you desire

“We carry a line of office supplies for your convenience”

Ph: 386-736-6262  Fax 386-736-6572
207 N. Woodland Blvd., Downtown DeLand
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FLORIDA 
MORTGAGE 

AFFILIATES, INC.

“Over 20 Years of Honesty and
Value in Every Transaction”

125 E. Indiana Ave. • DeLand
386.738.9633
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19. Iron Works
Circa 1890

Scott Hodgkins blacksmith 
and carriage shop fi rst oc-
cupied this area. In 1918, 
Albert J. Guenther, a native 
of New York who had ar-
rived in Volusia County in 
1912 after mining gold 
in Alaska, established the 
Dixie Iron and Wood Works. 
Custom “built to order” 
assembly of truck and 
carriage bodies was the 
Guenther family business 
specialty. This site contin-
ued as a forge and metal 
fabrication business for all 
types of welding and trailer 
assembly until the late 
1960s.

Site: 112 W. Georgia Ave.
Plaque located: Right side 
of entrance to Caff é da 
Vinci.

Community Builders
Businesses uplifting DeLand’s economy

100 years and older
125 St. Barnabas Episcopal Church  PAGE 11
Early DeLand settlers Capt. John and Clara Rich donated land at the 
northwest corner of North Clara and West Wisconsin avenues for 
the building of St. Barnabas Mission in 1882.  As soon as the Riches 
donated the land, 13 potential Episcopal church members stepped 
forward with donations to construct a building. From the time of 
its founding to today, St. Barnabas has continued to grow, both in 
buildings and community service. (Learn more about St. Barnabas 
Episcopal on Page 60.)

124 Stetson University  PAGE 70
Stetson University was founded in 1883 by New York philanthro-
pist Henry A. DeLand as DeLand Academy. In 1887, the Florida 
Legislature chartered DeLand University, making the school the 
state’s fi rst private university. The name was changed in 1889 to 
honor John B. Stetson, who donated funds to keep the institu-
tion afl oat after Henry DeLand fell on fi nancial hardship after the 
freezes of 1884 and 1885. Today, Stetson University is a nonsectar-
ian, comprehensive private university with a population of 2,200 
students. (See the Stetson University timeline on Page 40.)

117 DeLand Area Chamber of Commerce  PAGE 41
The DeLand Chamber of Commerce was founded in 1890 when the 
city’s early businessmen banded together for support. Over the de-
cades, the DeLand Chamber has been an engine driving the city’s 
economy. Through the eff orts of its small staff  and large corps of 
volunteers, the Chamber off ers a wide variety of programs to assist 
the business community. Visit www.delandchamber.org.

105 Landis Graham French, P.A.  PAGE 5
The law fi rm of Landis, Graham, French, P.A., began in 1902 as a 
partnership between Cary D. Landis and Bert Fish, and has played a 
vital role in DeLand’s history across the past century.
Landis was an assistant professor of law on the faculty of Stetson 
College of Law 1901-05, and later served as Florida attorney 
general. Fish was one of fi ve students in the fi rst graduating class of 
the Stetson University College of Law. Fish later served as a judge 
and as the U.S. minister to Egypt and Saudi Arabia, and as ambas-
sador to Portugal under President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
Other early fi rm members included Francis P. Whitehair, leader of 
DeLand’s powerful “Ring,” who later served as undersecretary of the 
Navy, and J. “Ollie” Edmunds, a president and chancellor of Stetson 
University. The partnership’s original building was at 110 W. Indiana 
Ave.

100 Lane Insurance  PAGE 2
Ever since Silas Wright fi rst hired Barney Lane’s grandmother to 
work in his insurance offi  ce in 1888, the Lane family and Lane 
insurance have been integrally woven into the fabric of DeLand 
history. One day not long after Nancy’s hire, Arthur Lane, a Hartford 
Insurance representative, traveled on a barge from Jacksonville to 
visit Wright. He was captivated by Wright’s lively assistant (called 
”Neppie” by almost everyone). They married, had three children, 
bought Silas Wright’s agency, and renamed it the Arthur Lane 
Agency.
Barney Lane and his sister Betsi Horan carry on the family legacy: 
Barney in DeLand, and Betsi at the second location in Edgewater.

100 Vincent’s Realty and Gould Insurance  PAGE 69
V.W. Gould founded Vincent’s Realty in 1907. Both V.W.’s son and 
grandson have continued his heritage; grandson Vincent W. 
Gould is current owner of the DeLand institution. In 1940, the fi rm 
moved to its current location at 201 N. Woodland Blvd.
Vincent W. Gould Jr. became head of the fi rm upon the death in 
1941 of V.W. Gould Sr.; Vincent Jr.’s wife, Kathleen, assumed the 
post upon her husband’s death in 1947. Vincent Gould III joined his 
mother in the fi rm in 1956, and is still the fi rm’s active broker, work-
ing with his two sons, Vincent and Stephen.

More than 75 years old
96 Currey the Florist  PAGE 26
The Currey family arrived from England and founded Currey the 
Florist in 1911. So, the DeLand fl orist is not just the oldest fl orist 
in DeLand and West Volusia, it’s one of the oldest in the state of 
Florida. Sheila Dunn and Chris Dunn, new owners of Currey the 
Florist since November 2006, are also from England, and just begin-
ning to delve into the rich local history of their business.  

86 Conrad Realty Co.  PAGE 23
On April 30, 1921, E.R. Conrad, R.H. Nahm, R.C. Spaulding and Austin 
U. Conrad founded Conrad Realty Co. The group invested in both 
agriculture and real-estate ventures in the young town of DeLand. 
Today, Conrad Realty’s sole remaining real-estate asset is the three 
American Arts and Crafts buildings of 1920s masonry that stand 
on the south side of the street in the 100 block of West New York 
Avenue.
Throughout its history, Conrad Realty has been a key player in the 
development of DeLand. In December 2004, Joann Kramer and 
Barbara Button Shepherd, publishers of The DeLand-Deltona Beacon
newspaper, and Barbara’s  husband, Jeff rey D. Shepherd, purchased 
Conrad Realty, partly as a new home for the growing newspaper, 
which occupies 6,000 of the complex’s 45,164 square feet. With the 
assistance of other local stockholders, the new ownership hopes to 
restore The Conrad as an asset to Downtown DeLand.

86 Feasel Paint & Glass  PAGE 33
Feasel and Horning, a partnership between painters Emmet Feasel 
and C.H. Horning, began in 1921 in a building at the rear of the pres-
ent-day Athens Theatre. Feasel and Horning moved to the site of the 
present Centennial Square Park a couple of years later and, in 1928, 
moved to 111 W. Rich Ave. The company settled in its current loca-
tion at the corner of Woodland Boulevard and Wisconsin Avenue in 
January 1957.
The partnership dissolved in 1941. Feasel and Horning became Feasel 
Paint & Glass. Emmet Feasel, along with his wife, Marion, a teacher, 
and son Bob, a graduate of Stetson University’s business school, 
stayed on. Emmet retired in 1959; Bob, in 1975. Ownership of the 
company transferred to John Gregory, a longtime employee, and 
his brother Pete Gregory. Mike Woosley purchased Feasel’s from the 
Gregorys in 2005, and recently completed a renovation of the build-
ing.

83 Jacob Heating & Air Conditioning  PAGE 10
Rudolf Jacob arrived in DeLand from Ohio in 1924. With him, 
he had a wooden sheet-metal brake, and he set up shop install-
ing metal roofs, copper building facades, gutters and heating 
ducts. His sheet-metal shipments arrived via the St. Johns River at 
Beresford Landing. Thus began Jacob Sheet Metal Works and Jacob 
Heating and Air Conditioning, one of DeLand’s oldest businesses 
and possibly the oldest family-owned enterprise, now in its third 
generation. Rudolf’s sons, Paul and Erving, joined the family team 
after serving in the military. The Jacob boys built the company to a 
thriving enterprise in the 1950s and ’60s. In the 1970s, the com-
pany began focusing on heating and air conditioning. Paul’s son 
Robert, now president of the company, also came to work for the 
fi rm after his military service.

81 The Page Agency  PAGE 55
Page Insurance Agency was established in 1965. In 1978, Page 
merged with the Conrad Co., one of of DeLand’s oldest insurance 
agencies, which was managed by William Duff .  
Together, these agencies have served West Volusia since 1926. 
William Duff  was elected president of Page Insurance Agency in 
June 1978. 
The Page Agency purchased Bates Insurance in 2000, giving the 

Story continues on Page 64
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Answers to Trivia 
quiz on Page 7:

W O R D S E A R C H

❑  A.G. Kingsbury
❑  Amelia Leete
❑  Aquatic Club
❑  Arthur G. Hamlin
❑  C.A. Miller
❑  C.H. Wright
❑  Carrolton Hotel
❑  Clara Belle Rich
❑  Commercial Club
❑  DeLand Academy
❑  DeLand Hall
❑  Dreka Building
❑  E.R. Dean
❑  Fishers Drug

❑  Floral Grove
❑  Fred Hampson
❑  Fredrick Leete
❑  G.W. Landcaster
❑  George A. Dreka
❑  Grove House
❑  H.D. Bracy
❑  H.H. Gillen
❑  Henry A. DeLand
❑  Henry B. Austin
❑  Isaac A. Stewart
❑  J.B. Wood
❑  J.G. Owen
❑  John B. Stetson

❑  John D. Broome
❑  John Rich
❑  Lord Beresford
❑  M.N. Voorhis
❑  Menzo Smith Leete
❑  N.R. Scovell
❑  Parceland Hotel
❑  Rowena Dean
❑  Sam D. Jordan
❑  Samuel Swing
❑  Sugar Cane
❑  Vincent Kirk
❑  Volusia Herald
❑  Wilcox Saloon

Early DeLand History
BY FRANCIS CLIFTON OF DELAND (FHC23@WEBTV.NET)

1.  c. New York
2.  b. Persimmon Hollow
3.  a. Enterprise 
4.  c. Wilcox Saloon. 
5.  b. Purple Tigers   

   6.  b. 1917  
   7.  b. The Stetson College Arms Hotel and Golf Course
   8.  c. Lake Winnemissett  
   9.  a. Capt. John and Mrs. Rich
10.  b. 1956  

(386) 775-6558172 S. INDUSTRIAL DR. , ORANGE CITY172 S. INDUSTRIAL DR. , OR ANGE CITY
COME  VISIT OUR  SHOWROOM 

• Storefronts
• Insulated Glass
• Patio Doors
• Custom Shower Doors
• Furniture Tops

• Replacement Windows
• Custom Mirrors
• Plexiglass
• Mirrored Walls
• New Screens

LICENSED & INSURED

23-Hour Board-Up
www.premierglass.net
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Congratulations, DeLand,

on your 125th! May We

Continue to Serve the

Community for All Your

Glass and Mirror Needs.
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DeLand: A town DeLand: A town 
to fall in love withto fall in love with
Longtime residents, newcomersLongtime residents, newcomers
talk about what makes city specialtalk about what makes city special

Story continues on Page 55

20. 1925

This building was the St. 
John’s Masonic Lodge No. 
7. The cornerstone, con-
taining the membership 
rolls of the Masonic bodies 
in DeLand, was laid Sept. 
14, 1925. Designed by 
local architects, Carpenter 
and Bent. The lower fl oor 
originally accommodated 
a lobby, fi replace, and fi ve 
stores. The second fl oor 
contained parlors and a 
large banquet room, and 
the third fl oor contained 
the lodge rooms. The 
oblong white openings on 
the top fl oor allowed ven-
tilation but obscured from 
onlookers the meeting 
room of the Masons. The 
Florida Motor Lines moved 
its DeLand offi  ce into the 
ground fl oor in 1926.

Site: 142 S. Woodland Blvd.
Plaque located: Right side 
of entrance to Masonic 
Lodge Building.

Hill

Johnson
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said. “Th is is my home.”
Marlatt moved to DeLand when he 

was a week old; he’s been here 52 years. 
Marlatt’s stepfather, Cecil Davis, has 

been in DeLand since 1924, and Davis’ 
father moved to the area in 1919.

Co-worker J.J. Floyd has lived in De-
Land all of his 22 years. 

“I think it’s growing too fast,” Floyd 
said. “But it’s still a beautiful town. I 
love it.” 

Floyd’s family 
moved to this area 
from Ohio. 

Marsha Di 
Paolo considers 
herself something 
of a downtown 
fi xture. She and 
her Shih Tsu 
“Doggy” take 
frequent walks 
downtown.
Di Paolo moved 
here with her husband, Jim, two years 
ago from San Diego. Th ey have a music 
business: Groovers and Shakers. 

Di Paolo said the city is growing on 
her. In the beginning, she said, she felt 
some racial discrimination, but the lon-
ger she stays, the more she fi nds herself 

enjoying the small-town life. 
“I’ve started to really like it here,” she 

said. “I do wish there were more busi-
nesses downtown. I like the mom-and-
pop feel.” 

And not everybody treated her like 
an outsider.

“When you do get to know people 
from DeLand, they make you feel like 
you’re home,” she said. “In California, 
the neighbors don’t say ‘Hi.’ Here they 
do. I’m still getting use to it.”

 Gina Mullen moved here from Long 
Island, N.Y., and has been in DeLand 
four years. 

“I love it here,” she said. “Th ere are 
lots of parks for kids.”

Newlyweds Robert E. Lee and Betty 

Story continues on Page 56

Continued from Page 54

Di Paolo

The Mullens

THE PAGE
 INSURANCE AGENCY

We are an all-lines insurance agency that gives you choices!

“Let us earn the right to be your insurance agent”

Proud to Serve the DeLand Area for Over 80 Years

Congratulations to the City of DeLand
 on their 125th Anniversary

Since 1927
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is proud to be part of the DeLand
Community  for over 17 years.

Congratulations, City of DeLand,
on your 125th Anniversary!

Kathi Truba,
Owner/Instructor

Stained Glass

Tools and Supplies

Custom-made Windows & Doors

Classes:
Stained Glass - Tues. & Thurs.7-9:30pm

Fused Glass -
Wed. 7-9:30pm

Torch Beadmaking -
Call for next class

Studio Hours:
Tues-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-2pm

320 Spring Garden Ave, Suite E • DeLand, FL 32720
(386) 738-1008
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TERRY BAILEY Realtor®

“Old-Fashioned Service 7 Days a Week”
Coldwell Banker - Property Showcase

• Top Producer 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 & 2006 •
• Sold Over 10 Million - 2004 • Sold Over 18 Million - 2005 •

• Sold Over 13 Million - 2006 •
• West Volusia Association of Realtors® Top 20 - 2002-06 •

Buying? Selling? Relocating?

“Call Terry Bailey For All Your Real Estate Needs”

801-9300
136 E. Plymouth Ave. • DeLand Property Showcase

Congratulations,

City of DeLand.

May the Next

125 Years

Be As Great.

Susan Macon, REALTOR®

Barbara Brennan Realty Inc.
Offi ce 386-734-5655

Evenings 386-734-0105
smacondld@aol.com ©
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Lee said they have no plans to live any-
where else. 

“I was born in Daytona and moved here 
35 years ago,” Robert Lee said. “I’d never 
move.” 

His wife moved to DeLand just seven 
years ago, but she completely agreed with 
her husband.

“I like it here very much,” Betty Lee said. 
Th e couple have been married six 

months. 
Senior Pastor 

of First Assembly-
DeLand Michael 
Modica moved to 
the north side of 
DeLand in 1998, 
and said the city has 
become his passion. 
He talked about 
the logo created by 
DeLand’s founding 
fathers.

“Faith, hope and 
charity, does it get 
any better?” Modica asked. 

All four of Modica’s children gradu-
ated from DeLand High School. His old-

est daughter is a 
Stetson University 
graduate, and his 
youngest daughter 
is currently enrolled 
at the DeLand uni-
versity. 

“I love our city. 
I love our people. 
I love our paper,” 
Modica said. 

George Haas 
came from the frig-
id winters of Wisconsin in 1984. 

“Yeah, I like it here,” Haas said. “It’s safe, 
and downtown reminds me of up North.” 

Betty Harris shared the story of her fam-
ily’s deep roots in the community. 

“I moved here from Georgia 34 years 
ago and stayed with my grandfather,” Har-
ris said. 

Her grandfather owned a grocery store 
on Adelle Avenue. 

“Back then, he owned one of the bet-
ter groceries in the black community, 
Moe’s Harris Gro-
cery,” Harris said. 
“DeLand’s been all 
right to me; I’m still 
here.” 

Debra Mims 
moved to DeLand 
from Crescent City 
15 years ago. Com-
pared to Crescent 
City, DeLand is big-
ger than the town 
where Mims grew 
up. 

“I moved here for 
job-related purposes,” Mims said. “DeLand 
is bigger, faster and there are more job op-
portunities than in Crescent City.” 

Mims said she’s met a lot of people since 
she’s moved to DeLand, and likes the com-
munity. 

“I do think we need some more centers 
for the kids,” she said. “More things for 
younger kids to do.” 

Neil Brady and John York joked about 
being fugitives from Miami. Each came to 
DeLand for a diff erent reason, and neither 
sees himself moving from the area. 

“Th e airport is my thing,” Brady said. 
“Th e airport is what drew me in.” 

He continued. “I’ve been everywhere 
in the airplane. It’s better here than most 
places. I rate it No. 1 in Florida.” 

Brady also enjoys the St. Johns River. 
Florida Power & Light transferred York 

from Miami to the Sanford plant in De-
Bary, and York was happy to locate in De-
Land.  

He opened York’s Automotive aft er re-
tiring from the power company in 1993.

 “Th is is it,” he said. 
From the newest  members of our com-

munity, to the families who have been here 
for generations, DeLand is it, DeLand is 
home, as it has been for families for the 
past 125 years. 

Welcome home. 
— jenh@delandbeacon.com

Continued from Page 55

21. 1883

The First United Methodist 
Church was established 
Aug. 1, 1880. It was the fi rst 
church organized in the 
new settlement of DeLand. 
Three years later, this 
building was completed 
for worship services. It was 
a simple frame structure 
with a bell in the steeple, 
stained-glass windows 
and a reed organ. Built at 
a cost of $2,600, it faced 
Woodland Boulevard on a 
site donated by J.W. Howry. 
In 1920 the building was 
moved to the rear of the 
property and turned at a 
90 degree angle to pro-
vide space for the present 
sanctuary. Today, it serves 
as the narthex and over-
fl ow space. This plaque is 
in commemoration of the 
church’s 125th anniversary.

Site: First United Methodist 
Church
115 E. Howry Ave.
Plaque located: Right 
pillar on entrance to First 
United Methodist Church.

York and Brady

Lee

Modica

Haas

Mims
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“No Endowment or Entrance Fees”

License #SNF1649-961

A Hometown Retirement Community for
Independent, Assisted Living and Skilled Care.

Assisted Living Facility
License #0007143

Congratulations on Your 125th Anniversary, City of DeLand!
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Religion in DeLand
A history of DeLand’s churches

The story of DeLand’s churches is as rich and varied as the people 
who settled and worshipped here. A number of DeLand churches 
predate the 20th century.

St. Peter Catholic Church

Th e roots of St. Peter 
Catholic Church in De-
Land go back more than 
400 years, to a parish es-
tablished in St. Augus-
tine. Hardy St. Augustine 
parishioners spread out, 
and established a mis-
sion church in DeLand in 
1884.

It was on April 19, 1884, 
that Father William J. 
Kenny celebrated the fi rst 
Mass in the new DeLand 
chapel, with four found-
ing families: the Kilkoff s, 
Drekas, Zieglers and Fish-
ers.

Th e number of Catho-
lic families in DeLand grew, and Bishop John Moore of St. Augustine purchased, 
from John and Clara Rich, 2 acres of land along West New York Avenue, on which 
to build a self-sustaining parish.

Th e fi rst resident pastor in DeLand was Father Michael J. Curley, who was ap-
pointed to the fl edgling parish the day he arrived in Jacksonville from Ireland in 
November 1904.

Curley built a rectory in 1906, and had the church  enlarged on the new site in 
1910. Th e parish hall was completed in the spring of 1931.

Construction failed to keep pace with growth in membership, and, one year, 
700 people attended a Christmas Midnight Mass at the Downtown DeLand Band-
shell, worshiping by candlelight and starlight. 

Plans for a new church were hatched, and it was dedicated on Dec. 18, 1960. 
Meanwhile, sisters of the Order of St. Benedict began teaching the fi rst few school-
children in 1948, and St. Peter Catholic School formally opened in September 
1952.

In 1961, the church purchased more property in the 400 block of  New York 
Avenue, and in 1966, construction of a two-story, eight-classroom school began. 

It was replaced with a larger structure in 2005.
Father Tom Connery has been the church’s pastor since 2003.

Greater Union First Baptist Church

Greater Union First 
Baptist Church of DeLand 
is now at 240 S. Clara Ave. 
Th e church was organized 
in 1880, with a congre-
gation of 75 members 
meeting in a wood-frame 
building in the 100 block 
of West Rich Avenue in 
DeLand, about where the 
DeLand City Hall Annex 
now stands. Th e area was 
then known as Bermuda 
Bottom.

Th e church was called 
Union First Baptist 
Church at fi rst, and it was 
the only Christian orga-
nization for black people 
in DeLand. “Greater” was 
added a bit later.

Th e Rev. A.J. Brown was the fi rst pastor, serving 1880-85.
Under the Rev. J. N. Stokes Sr., pastor 1891-95, the church bought the lot where 

the present buildings stand. Greater Union’s fi rst and only sanctuary was erected 
under the leadership of the Rev. J. M. Trammell, who was pastor 1891-96.

Th e Rev. Troy A. Bradley Sr. is the church’s current pastor.

First United Methodist Church

Hettie Austin’s dream of establishing a Methodist church in DeLand not only 
came true, but it has held steady for the past 125 years.

First United Methodist of DeLand has stood at the corner of Woodland Boule-
vard and Howry Avenue since the early 1880s.

Austin, an Indiana native, arrived in West Volusia in 1876, to join her husband, 
who ran a store in a settlement called Beresford near the St. Johns River. 

By Pat Hatfield

BEACON PHOTO/PAT HATFIELD
St. Peter now
St. Peter Catholic Church in DeLand is an enduring pres-
ence on West New York Avenue.

BEACON PHOTO/MARSHA MCLAUGHLIN
Seeking heaven
The graceful arches of Greater Union First Baptist Church 
of DeLand have been in place on South Clara Avenue 
since the early 1890s. The congregation fi rst met on 
West Rich Avenue in 1880.

22. Bethel AME Church — 1907
The fi rst Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) building in DeLand was a small, 
wood-framed church on the site of the present-day parsonage. By the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, the congregation had outgrown that meeting place. Thus, in 1907 a new sanctuary 
was designed by John A. Lankford, the nation’s fi rst practicing African-American architect 
and offi  cial architect for the national AME church. The result was this Gothic Revival-style 
church that was constructed of concrete mixed with Florida sand. Each brick was molded 
and formed by hand, on site, and put into place by men of the church. Initials of parishio-
ners who helped build this church can still be seen etched around the base of the building.
Site: 226 E. Howry Ave.
Plaque located: Right side of entrance to Bethel AME Church.

Story continues on Page 62
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DEBRA GAFFNEY, A.P., PHD,
ACUPUNCTURE PHYSICIAN

Congratulations,
 City of DeLand,

on Your 125th 
Anniversary!

Volusia Center for
Complementary

Medicine

(386) 734-4126 • (800) 734-4580

339 East New York Ave.
DeLand, FL 32724

www.acudebra.com
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386-734-4545
117 N. Woodland Blvd.
www.abbeydeland.com

Open

4 p.m.-2 a.m.

Monday-

Saturday

Have Your Special
Event

With Us!

NOTEWORTHY WINE • ADVENTUROUS BEER

Over 120Bottled Beers Available

We Offer

Wine
Flights

NOTEWORTHY WINESNOTEWORTHY WINES

Robert MondaviRobert Mondavi
Hayman & HillHayman & Hill

Rex GoliathRex Goliath
BanfiBanfi

Trinity OaksTrinity Oaks
Via FirenzeVia Firenze

Francis CoppolaFrancis Coppola
Dom PerignonDom Perignon
Port SelectionPort Selection

ADVENTUROUS BEERSADVENTUROUS BEERS

ChimayChimay
Dogfish HeadDogfi sh Head

RogueRogue
AveryAvery

KoningshoevenKoningshoeven
RochefortRochefort
OmmegangOmmegang
DeliriumDelirium

Fruit LambicsFruit Lambics

Wine/Beer Tastings Monthly
Call for Dates and Reservations

Live Music Thursday, Friday and Saturday — Check Our Web site for Schedule

© The DeLand-Deltona Beacon 2007
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Gunby & Company
An Independent Company

J. Michael Ethridge, CFP®      Established 1951
Financial Consultant, RJFS

142 East New York Avenue • DeLand, Florida 32724
386-736-6880 • 800-779-2031 • Fax: 386-736-9633

E-mail: Mike.Ethridge@RaymondJames.com

Securities & Investment Advisory Services offered exclusively through
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.®  Member NASD/SIPC

106 W. Elm Dr., Orange City 386.775.6300386.775.6300

Decorating Center, Inc.
range City Paint &

Carpet • Wood Floors • Ceramic TileCarpet • Wood Floors • Ceramic Tile
also available...also available...

Congratulations, DeLand
May We Continue to Serve the Community
With All Your Paint and Decorating Needs!

www.orangecitypaint.com
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ASTRID DE PARRY, P.A.
Attorney at Law

Astrid de Parry, P.A. 
is an Authorized Agent 
for Attorneys’ Title 
Insurance Fund and 
Attorneys’ Mortgage 
Services.

®

The Firm Concentrates
in the Areas of:

• Real Estate Transactions
• Mortgage Law 
• Probate and Estate Planning
• Civil Litigation
• Business and Commercial Law
• Mediation
• Land Use and Environmental Law

107 East Church Street • DeLand, FL 32724
(386) 736-1223

For more information, visit our web site at www.delandattorney.com

Congratulations to the City of DeLand!

Proud to be Part of the City of DeLand Since 1989
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St. Barnabas St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Episcopal 
shares 125th shares 125th 
with the City with the City 
of DeLandof DeLand
By Nancy KlineBy Nancy Kline

“The histories of St. Barnabas Church and the city of 
DeLand have been so closely related throughout 
their existence that it would be hard to write about 
one without the other.” 

Th ese are the words of the late Blanche Mercer 
Fearington, daughter of a pioneer DeLand fam-

ily. She published a history of St. Barnabas Episcopal on the occasion of the 
church’s 100th anniversary in 1982. 

Early DeLand settlers Capt. John and Clara Rich donated land at the north-
west corner of North Clara and West Wisconsin avenues for the building of St. 
Barnabas Mission in 1882, the same year that the city was incorporated. 

According to Mercer Fearington, several Episcopalians were among De-
Land’s fi rst settlers. Th e fi rst Episcopal services were held in the open air of the 
piney woods, or in the little wooden schoolhouse that had been built for the 
budding community with help of the Riches in 1877. 

Although Capt. John and Clara were Methodists, they were, by all accounts, 
generous in their eff orts to do everything they could to make this community 
attractive to a variety of settlers. 

Due to the eff orts of Henry DeLand to persuade people to come and invest 
in the citrus industry, there were already settlers here from New York, Indiana, 
Kentucky and South Carolina. Church records show that as soon as the Riches 
donated the land, 13 potential Episcopal church members stepped forward 
with donations to construct a building. Included was a $100 donation from 
Col. Christopher Codrington to pay for an organ. Codrington was editor of 
the Florida Agriculturist, the second newspaper to serve the DeLand area.

Besides the Codringtons, founding St. Barnabas members included the 
families of John Jacob Banta, a successful lumberman and president of the 
fi rst DeLand City Council; Capt. John B. Wood; Silas B. Wright; Dr. Henry 
Oscar Mowers; W.P.C. Lord; and William W. Hulst, all active in the growing 
DeLand community. Th eir founding priest was the Rev. Robert B. Wolseley, 
an Englishman who had retired to the area to raise oranges.

Wolseley engaged ecclesiastical architect Richard Upjohn to furnish plans 
for the building of the new mission. Upjohn’s small wooden Carpenter Gothic 
churches were being constructed throughout the country, even as he was be-
ing commissioned for much larger projects. 

John Banta and Dr. Mowers worked through correspondence with Upjohn 
to cut, fi t and place the large, heavy hand-hewn timbers of native heart pine 
and cypress. A future expansion and paneling project would incorporate tim-
bers salvaged from the St. Johns River, where tons of lumber were being trans-
ported each year with the booming lumber business. 

Wolseley soon retired, and a young priest named Charles Francis Adams 
Bielby came from Little Falls, N.Y., to succeed him in 1884. Bielby and his 
wife, Mary Viola, solicited the funds for the church’s fi rst Tiff any stained-glass 
windows; Mary Viola had worked as an artist in the Tiff any studios. 

Th e fi nancial disaster that came in the form of freezes in DeLand and other 
citrus- and vegetable-producing regions of Florida in 1894 and 1895 ruined 
Henry DeLand and many others. In a tearful 1898 report from her auxiliary, 
Martha Banta wrote, “Many are going out of the place; we are to lose some of 
our church people, which we can so little aff ord to do.” 

Th e church survived, nonetheless, paying off  its indebtedness so that it 
could fi nally be consecrated on St. Barnabas Day, June 11, 1895. Th e church’s 
appraised value in 1886 was $2,500.  

Although the worship space of the church has been expanded several times, 
care has been taken to maintain the original architectural style, and one has 
only to visit to experience a magnifi cent step back in history. 

Th e church enjoys the distinction of being the oldest public building in con-
tinuous use in DeLand.

Over the past 30 years, St. Barnabas Episcopal Church has become known 
for its outreach ministry to the needy in the DeLand community. Last year, the 
church gave away more than $100,000 through its Faith-At-Work program. In 
addition, the church works with other churches, charitable organizations and 
social agencies to assist people in fi nding jobs, lodging, medical care, etc.; it 
also hosts a weekly soup kitchen.

Story continues on Page 61
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St. Barnabas Episcopal School, founded in 1971, off ers quality education in 
a Christian setting to almost 400 students in pre-kindergarten through eighth 
grade. Under the leadership of Karen Lyon, the school was designated a National 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence in 2003. 

During the tenure of the current rector, the Very Rev. Donald Lyon, the church 
and school campus has undergone several major expansions, and the construction 
of a state-of-the-art Family Life Center is just beginning. 

Of the latest project, Lyon said, “It is my hope and prayer that through this 
facility, the church will bring even more and greater ministry and service to the 
DeLand community of which it has been an integral part for all these 125 years!” 

— Th e Rev. Nancy Wade Kline is parish publicist and a deacon at St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church.

DeLand is home to a number of historical 
churches. Read about more of them, Page 58.

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
St. Barnabas in 1919

Continued from Page 60

23. Koester’s Grocery Store and Apartment — Circa 1903
This building is a rare, surviving example of a mixed-use, craftsman style, neighborhood store. 
For nearly half a century it functioned as a mom-and-pop grocery store with an apartment 
above. The rear cottage was a livery stable where workers also lived. The fi rst person to oper-
ate the store was Fred W. Koester, followed by Otis B. and Mattie Faulkingham, who lived near-
by. Otis was a retired sea captain and known for his rolling gait. Between 1924 and 1933 it was 
Bearden’s Grocery. Following World War II, the neighborhood went into gradual and steady 
decline. By the end of the 20th century, this building was destined for demolition. Its restora-
tion in 2001 was part of the dramatic rebirth of the area, now known as the Garden District.
Site: 205 E. Voorhis
Plaque located: Right of the entrance to Art in the Garden.

(386) 736-7954
202 N. WOODLAND BLVD., DELAND

Open Mon. - Fri. 6 am to 2 pm • Sat. 6 am to Noon

Home-cooked meals prepared daily
with choice of meat & vegetables

Congratulations, DeLand,
on 125 years!

Hunter’s is proud to be a part of 
Downtown DeLand for 58 years.
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Serving ALL of West Volusia Since 1972
Proud to be a part of DeLand

Corner of
Amelia & Wisconsin

DeLand

(386) 736-3205

Fax: 738-5440

• Complete Printing Services

• Offi ce Systems/Design Service

• FAX/Copy Service

• General Offi ce Supplies

• Offi ce Furniture

• Computer Furniture & Supplies

• UPS Shipping

Free Delivery

Congratulations
on 125 years,

DeLand!
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Th at same year, a 
wealthy New Yorker 
named Henry De-
Land also arrived in  
the area, and settled 
a little way to the 
east of Beresford.

For a while, settlers 
of all denominations 
met in the new town 
in a schoolhouse 
on Indiana Avenue. 
Th en, in 1880, Meth-
odists and Baptists 
decided they each 
had enough mem-
bers to build separate 
churches.

Th e Methodists 
were fi rst to organize their own church, in August 1880. Th ough 
the Baptists organized two months later, they were fi rst to build 
a structure. 

First United Methodist’s building was dedicated in February 
1883. Th e original frame building constructed on the prominent 
Downtown DeLand corner still is part of the current church.

Th e Rev. Owen Stricklin is the church’s current pastor.

First Baptist Church 

A small group of 
settlers organized 
the church Oct. 31, 
1880, and met in 
homes and school-
houses. Th ey wasted 
no time getting into 
a church building.

Henry A. DeLand 
made a speech at the 
groundbreaking for 
First Baptist Church 
of DeLand in April 
1881, at the corner 
of Church Street 
and Woodland Bou-
levard. Collection 
plates brought in $2,000 to begin construction.

DeLand and millionaire hatmaker John B. Stetson provided 
major donations to build the church.

At a dedication ceremony for the completed building April 10, 
1882, the collection plates overfl owed with more than enough to 
pay the cost of construction, and the remainder was given to the 
neighboring Methodist church. 

Parishioners celebrated the new church with a dinner on the 
grounds.

Aft er just 13 years, the congregation had grown so large First 
Baptist gave its original building to another church, what is now 
Trinity United Methodist Church, and constructed a new Bap-
tist church on the site in 1895. 

Th at building remained until February 1960, when the church 
contracted for construction of a sanctuary at the present site, 
725 N. Woodland Blvd.

Later additions included an educational wing, the Family Life 
Center, and the Powell Family Chapel. 

Th e Rev. Charles Horton is the church’s current pastor.

Trinity United Methodist Church

Th e heritage of 
Trinity United Meth-
odist Church of De-
Land goes back to 
the area of Glenwood 
Road and Spring Gar-
den Avenue, when a 
church began, prob-
ably in the late 1870s 
or the 1880s, known 
as “Bethel Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 
South.” Bethel Cem-
etery was connected 
to the church, which 
was served by a cir-
cuit preacher who 
also served a couple 
of churches farther 
north. 

Th e current church 
in DeLand was 
founded in 1895, 
and was called “First 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South.” 

At that time, there were several strains of Methodism, which 
all merged into First United Methodist Church in 1968.

As the Methodist population in DeLand grew, the Trinity con-
gregation obtained a church building from First Baptist Church, 
and moved it near the intersection of Woodland Boulevard and 
Rich Avenue.  

In 1926, the congregation built the current sanctuary at the 
corner of Clara and Wisconsin avenues, where the church re-
mains, serving about 700 members. Th e education building was 
added in 1959.

Th e Rev. Ivan Corbin is the church’s current pastor.

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of DeLand

Th e Church of 
Christ, now known 
as First Christian 
Church (Disciples of 
Christ) of DeLand, 
was founded March 
11, 1883, by a group 
of early settlers from 
Kentucky. 

Th ey built a 
wooden church on 
the corner of Voor-
his and Florida Av-
enues in 1885, but 
that building burned 
down in the 1890s.

Th e congregation 
bought another lot 
on the northwest corner of Wisconsin Avenue and Woodland 
Boulevard, where they built a new structure in 1894. Th at site 
was sold around 1980 and is now known as the Gould Building; 
the church is now at 1401 W. New York Ave.

Pastor Terry Harper recently left  to accept a position in North 

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

First United Methodist 
after rebuild
This circa 1925 photo shows First United 
Methodist Church of DeLand as it looked 
after an essential rebuilding of the church, 
from wood-frame construction to the stuc-
co look it retains today

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

A change of hands
Trinity United Methodist Church acquired 
the former building of First Baptist Church at 
the corner of Church Street and Woodland 
Boulevard, in 1895. The congregation from 
Glenwood relocated the wood-frame build-
ing up the street, near Rich Avenue on the 
Boulevard, and brick facing was added to 
the building later. 

PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Recognize this building?
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of 
DeLand had two homes before moving into 
its current location. After the fi rst church 
burned down, the congregation built a new 
home at the corner of Woodland Boulevard 
and Wisconsin Avenue in 1894. It’s now 
known as the Gould Building.

24. Washington 
Theatre
1921

Named for the famous edu-
cator and social reformer, 
Booker T. Washington, 
the theater that originally 
occupied this building 
was developed by L.J. 
Wiggins. This area was a 
major commercial and 
congregation center for the 
surrounding community 
called “Yamassee.” Next to 
the theater, the J.W. Wright 
building housed a dental 
offi  ce, a restaurant, a pool 
hall and a corner grocery. 
The homes in this early 
black neighborhood were 
built by businessmen for 
their workers in the citrus, 
timber, pulpwood and 
turpentine industries. The 
workers rented the houses 
for a weekly wage from 
which was deducted the 
rent, as was a grocery tab 
at the company commis-
sary. The theater was an 
important center for enter-
tainment in this commu-
nity, and it held a seating 
capacity of 360.

Site: 254 W. Voorhis Ave.
Plaque located: Left side 
of entrance to Downtown 
Title Services.

BEACON PHOTO/PAT HATFIELD
A solid presence
First Baptist Church of DeLand now stands 
at 725 N.  Woodland Blvd.  

Story continues on Page 63

Continued from Page 58
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PHOTO COURTESY WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Home to three churches and the 
city
First Presbyterian Church was the inheri-
tor of this church building at the corner of 
Indiana Avenue and Woodland Boulevard, 
which the congregation had shared with 
the Baptists and Methodists until the oth-
er two groups built their own structures. 
First Presbyterian sold the building, photo-
graphed here in the mid-1920s after a reno-
vation, to the City of DeLand, and it housed 
city government offi  ces for several years. 
Later, the building was demolished for con-
struction of Barnett Bank, and the church 
moved to its current location.  

Carolina, and Interim Pastor Jim Mox-
ley currently is at the helm of First 
Christian Church.

First Presbyterian Church

Th e genesis of First Presbyterian 
Church of DeLand was on July 2, 
1882, when the Rev. Gilbert Gordon 
met with 23 others in the home of 
W.W. Cleveland. Th ey had a vision to 
grow a church of their own.

Th e Presbyterians had been sharing 
a building with the Methodists and 
the Baptists at the corner of Indiana 
Avenue and Woodland Boulevard. 

When the other two denominations 
built their own churches, the Presby-
terians bought the building, and made 
it the fi rst home of the Presbyterian 
Church.

Eventually, the church sold that 
building to the city, and the new 
church building was dedicated on 
March 11, 1888.

Th e congregation grew to 900, and the church bought land at 724 N. Woodland 
Blvd. for a larger church. Th e congregation broke ground for the new building 
April 21, 1957, and established the Presbyterian Day School in 1960.

Th e. Rev. Bruce Hedgepeth is the church’s current pastor. 

Continued from Page 62
George S. Smith III, CPA
Michael W. Brooks, CPA

133 E. Indiana Avenue, DeLand

(386) 738-3300

Personalized Tax, Accounting and Business Consulting Services ...
By Professionals Who Care About Your Continued Success.
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25. St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church
Established 1882

The property for St. 
Barnabas Episcopal Church 
was donated in 1882 by 
DeLand’s fi rst settlers, Capt. 
John and Clara Rich. Its 
cornerstone was laid on All 
Saints Day, Nov. 1, 1883. 
The Carpenter Gothic de-
sign by Richard M. Upjohn 
was constructed from na-
tive cypress and heart pine. 
This church is noted for 
its beautiful stained glass 
windows, 14 of which are 
from the Tiff any studio in 
New York. The lofty ceiling, 
supported with heavy tim-
ber buttressing fashioned 
by local craftsmen, takes 
the form of an inverted 
ship’s hull. Paneling added 
in 1947 came from logs 
salvaged from the St. Johns 
River. Expansions to the 
church include the chapel 
added in 1982. St. Barnabas 
is the oldest public build-
ing in continuous use in 
DeLand.

Site: 319 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Plaque located: Left pillar 
of church entrance from 
parking lot.

DeLand company a presence in East Volusia. William Duff  oversaw 
both locations.
Today, the Page Insurance Agency employs 24 workers throughout 
Northeast Central Florida, maintaining offi  ces in DeLand, Holly Hill 
and Palm Coast. 

81 Rotary Club of DeLand  PAGE 27
In 1926, Stetson University President Dr. Lincoln Hulley gathered 25 
men from throughout DeLand to form a Rotary Club. Hulley pulled 
from every religion, some openly confl icting with each other. There 
were also political factions, such as the Ku Klux Klan and anti-Klan 
activists.
This diversity was part of Hulley’s vision, and he succeeded in 
creating a club for businessmen that still, today, unites leaders for 
community service.

81 Surety Bank  PAGE 28
Surety Bank began serving DeLand in 1926 as Surety Building and 
Loan Association, off ering residential mortgages, passbook savings 
and old-fashioned customer service at 110 N. Woodland Blvd. In 
1990, the name changed to Surety Bank, and the institution began 
off ering a wider variety of loan and deposit products. 
Surety Building and Loan Association, at one time, was distinct as 
being the only savings institution in Florida not under the regula-
tion and control of an agency of the federal government; it also 
earned the high distinction of being the only fi nancial institution in 
Volusia County to survive intact the stock-market crash of 1929 and 
the Great Depression.

72 Kiwanis Club  PAGE 69
The Kiwanis Club of DeLand has been an active community-service 
organization in DeLand since 1935. The DeLand Kiwanis is made up 
of representatives from all sectors of the business world, including 
doctors, accountants and entrepreneurs. Kiwanis DeLand’s motto 
is: “Serving the Children of the World.” (Read more about the Kiwanis 
Club on Page 38.)

59 Mitchell Cleaners  PAGE 45
Mitchell’s Dry Cleaning and Fur Storage was opened by Harry 
Mitchell in 1948.
Gordy Pierson, the current owner, has an equally rich background 
in West Volusia history. Pierson’s family was the last private family 
to own what is now Blue Spring State Park in Orange City. Pierson 
grew up on the Blue Spring homestead until 1972, when his family 
sold the property to the State of Florida. He remembers playing in 
the chill waters as a boy.
Gordy Pierson jokes that his family purchased Mitchell Dry 
Cleaning as a way to “get me off  the street.” His job, before taking 
over the dry cleaners, was striping roads.
The company is now run by Gordy Pierson and his wife, Lee.

58 Hunter’s Restaurant  PAGE 61
It was 1949 when Paul Hunter gave up his job as service manager of 
the DeLand Chrysler-Plymouth dealership to follow his father’s foot-
steps into the restaurant business. Just a few years earlier, he’d come 
from North Carolina to visit his parents, but met a local girl — Theda 
Harper — and ended up staying in DeLand. 
Paul Hunter’s parents, Paul and Carolene Hunter, had bought a 
DeLand restaurant called Georgia’s Boys. It was on Woodland 
Boulevard just north of where Hunter’s is today, in the storefront 
now occupied by Havana Cuba Restaurant. The parents were mov-
ing back to North Carolina, and wanted to turn over management to 
Paul. The name was later changed to Paul Hunter’s Restaurant. When 
a hardware store vacated the building at at the southeast corner of 
Woodland Boulevard and Rich Avenue, Paul Hunter rented it and 
moved Hunter’s there. In 1959, he bought the building for $30,000 
from the Bert Fish Testamentary Trust. After a fi re, that corner be-
came a public park, and Hunter’s moved to its current location.
Paul Hunter’s sisters and brother — June, Ruby, Bill, Nancy and 
Carolyn — joined him in the business. Today, sister Nancy is at the 
helm of the restaurant. 

58 Volusia Monument Co.  PAGE 49
Michael J. Baldauff  Sr. established Volusia Monument in 1949 with 
the purchase of Wilson Memorials, and the company has remained 
in the same location for 58 years. Michael Baldauff  Jr. took over 
the business from his father in 1986, carrying on the tradition of 
serving local families in their time of need. Michael Jr.’s wife, Edyth, 
is a talented artist, enabling Volusia Monument Co. to specialize in 

personalized design services, etched memorials, and one-of-a-kind 
monuments.

56 DeLand Museum of Art 
 (The Museum of Florida Art)  PAGE 67
Founded in a small DeLand house in 1951 with $13 in seed money, 
the DeLand Museum of Art Inc. was established by the American 
Association of University Women “to provide a creative awaken-
ing for a diverse audience through quality art and educational 
experiences.” Remembered by many in its location in a coquina-
block home at the northwest corner of East New York and Garfi eld 
avenues, the present-day museum boasts more than 6,000 square 
feet of gallery space as part of the DeLand Cultural Arts Center.

55 The Baumgartner Co.  PAGE 47
Founded in 1952 by Clyde C. Bennett Sr., The Baumgartner Co. has 
a solid history in all facets of West Volusia’s real-estate industry. Cur-
rent President Roger B. Baumgartner purchased Baumgartner-
Bennett Co. from Clyde C. Bennett Jr. in March 1987.
Over the past 50 years, The Baumgartner Co. has assisted in the 
establishment of many area businesses, including Lowe’s, Publix, 
SouthTrust Bank, Ponderosa Steakhouse, White Rose Nurseries and 
Walgreens, as well as industries like Raydon Industries, Custom 
Dive Boats, Act Corp., Prima Foods and the Crescent Co..

55 St. Peter Catholic School  PAGE 41
In 1952, Bishop Joseph P. Hurley and Father William A. Neuhaus, 
pastor of St. Peter Parish, opened St. Peter Catholic School with 
43 students and two sisters from the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
congregation. In February 1962, newly appointed Father Patrick 
Malone brought four Irish Sisters of Mercy from Wexford, Ireland, to 
teach. Two more sisters arrived in the mid 1960s, teaching classes 
in fi ve dilapidated old buildings. In 1967, the school was moved 
into a new building, built with pledges from parishioners. The 
school kept growing, and in 2005, a new wing was added. St. Peter 
Catholic School was accredited on May 15, 1973, and currently 
serves 277 students.

53 Alliance Community  PAGE 39
Since its beginning in 1954, the Alliance Community for Retirement 
Living has dedicated itself to seniors. The community’s 22 acres of-
fer independent-living apartments and private homes, as well as a 
community center complete with a library, exercise area, hair salon, 
heated whirlpool spa, and a screened and heated swimming pool.

25 to 50 years
49 Florida Lutheran Retirement Center  PAGE 65
Florida Lutheran Retirement Center is designed to make residents 
feel at home the moment they arrive. The center is a rental commu-
nity for seniors of all faiths, 62 years of age and older. No entry fee 
or endowment fee is required.

49 Horan Carpet One  PAGE 71
The Stinson family, owners of Horan Carpets, purchased the long-
standing DeLand carpet business in 1999. The Stinsons knew and 
respected Horan’s reputation in the community, so they decided to 
retain the Horan name and continue the tradition of the business. 

48 Angevine’s Jewelry and Fine Silver Inc.  PAGE 47
Angevine Jewelry was established by Cliff ord Angevine Sr. and 
Shirley Angevine in 1959, as a gun-and-antique shop. The original 
store, just across the street from the current location on South 
Woodland Boulevard, combined Cliff ord’s interest in guns with 
Shirley’s passion for antiques and jewelry. 
Daughter Sue and son Cliff ord Jr., Angevine’s current owners, were 
born in a house next door to the original shop. As children, they 
lived with their parents in quarters above the current shop, which 
was built in 1965. 

48 Quality Brands  PAGE 72
The Roberson family became bottling agents for Anheuser-Busch 
more than 75 years ago. As West Volusia grew, the company 
opened a satellite offi  ce in Lake Helen. The Lake Helen operation 
was sold to Robbie Roberson, and was renamed Quality Brands Inc. 
In November 2000, Quality Brands relocated to a new facility on 
International Speedway Boulevard in DeLand.

Continued from Page 52

Story continues on Page 66
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Florida Lutheran 
Retirement Center

“The preferred retirement community”
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26. DeLand
Memorial Hospital

1920

This building was DeLand’s 
fi rst real hospital, com-
plete with an operating 
room and both private and 
ward rooms. The land was 
donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
George H. Smiley in mem-
ory of their son, Charles 
Edward Smiley, who was 
killed in World War I. Its fi rst 
superintendent, Miss Amy 
Mann, RN, was a driving 
force behind its establish-
ment. The building and its 
furnishings cost $32,000. 
On Feb. 22, 1920, the 
cornerstone was laid and 
the hospital was dedicated 
in 1921 to the memory of 
the servicemen of World 
War I. Early records indi-
cate there were 30 beds. 
The “College Arms Room,” 
furnished by the residents 
of the elegant resort hotel, 
cost $6/night, a ward bed 
was $3/night. This build-
ing served as DeLand’s 
hospital until 1946 and it is 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Site: 230 N. Stone St. 
Plaque located: Left wall 
of rear entrance to build-
ing.

45 Florida Hospital  PAGE 15
Florida Hospital-DeLand opened in 1962 as West Volusia Memorial 
Hospital. The hospital has grown over the years to a 156-bed 
acute-care hospital off ering a full spectrum of medical and surgi-
cal services. Adventist Health System acquired the hospital in 2000 
and made it part of the Florida Hospital family.

44 First Assembly-DeLand  PAGE 31
Senior Pastor Mike Modica and his wife, Renee, have joined with 
Associate Pastors Mike and Donna Carroll to unite the members 
of First Assembly-DeLand to reach out to the West Volusia com-
munity. The congregation works to care for individuals and to 
strengthen both families and the community through 14 ministries 
and outreach programs.

44 SECO  PAGE 49
SECO, located at the DeLand Municipal Airport, is a member-
owned purchasing cooperative. The 45 member-companies 
operate more than 260 dairy and food plants in the United States, 
Canada and Costa Rica. 
The cooperative was founded in Athens, Ga., in 1945, and was relo-
cated to DeLand in 1963.

40 West Volusia Family YMCA  PAGE 8
The West Volusia YMCA began in a small building in Downtown 
DeLand with a staff  of one. The Y moved to its current location on 
International Speedway Boulevard in 1979, with little more than 
a pool and some offi  ces. Today, the West Volusia Family YMCA 
has three branch locations, more than 300 employees and 22,000 
members.

39 Boulevard Tire  PAGE 18
Earl Colvard, owner of Boulevard Tire, opened the business in 1968, 
fi ve years after the death of his grandfather, Earl Brown, after whom 
DeLand’s Earl Brown Park was named.
Earl Brown was city manager, executive secretary of the Board of 
Trade and mayor. He helped found the Volusia County Fair in 1925, 
and his company  built the Florida exposition for the 1933 World’s 
Fair in Chicago. His ventures in citrus production, hotel operation, 
and cattle ranching helped build West Volusia’s economic success.
 39 Von-Aire  PAGE 3
Harold VonBrocken began Von-Aire in 1968 when he was a young 
man working on the fi rst Mackle Brothers homes in Deltona. 
Harold’s daughter Tammy Dalton, current president of Von-Aire, 
now works with her brother, Richard VonBrocken, to carry on their 
father’s standard of professional excellence.

38 Community Out-Reach Services (CORS)  PAGE 41
DeLand’s Community Out-Reach Services, or CORS, provides short- 
and long-term treatment and counseling services to West Volusia 
residents and their families suff ering from substance abuse.

37 Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  PAGE 63
On Dec. 17, 1925, 22 years after the historic fl ight of the Wright 
Flyer, barnstormer John Paul Riddle and entrepreneur T. Higbee 
Embry founded the Embry-Riddle Co. at Lunken Airport in 
Cincinnati.  The pair opened the Embry-Riddle School of Aviation 
in 1926 and, in 1965, Embry-Riddle consolidated its fl ight training, 
ground school and technical training programs in Daytona Beach.

35 Stepp Offi  ce Supply  PAGE 61
It was early 1950, and a young man from West Virginia, fresh from 
duty in the Air Force, visited DeLand and decided to stay. 
In 1958, Jim met and married Bertha, daughter of a fellow 
boarder and an employee at Conrad Lumber Co. Jim worked in 
Miami for a time before deciding to start his own business closer 
to home. 
“I remember him saying, ‘People will always need pencils,’” said 
son David, who now runs the business with his wife, Debbie.
Jim retired in 1998, and David and Debbie took over. They’ve 
added computer supplies and laser printers, of course, but vow 
to never lose the small-town touch, or the pencils.

31 DeLand Nissan  PAGES 3637
DeLand Nissan began in 1976 as Ralph Pillow Motors, one of many 
car dealerships on “auto row,” the stretch of South Woodland now  
occupied by the baseball stadium. The small dealership sold AMCs 

and Datsuns and had fewer than 15 automobiles and 40 sales per 
month. Today, DeLand Nissan averages 140 sales a month from its 
fl eet of new and previously owned Nissans.

29 Gus Gibbs Clothing & Collectibles  PAGE 33
Two of the most permanent and prominent icons in downtown 
DeLand are the Gibbs store, and Gus Gibbs himself. Gus’ parents, 
Doris and David Gibbs, arrived in DeLand more than 50 years ago 
from Atlanta. With $300, they opened a women’s ready-to-wear 
store on Woodland Boulevard, next door to a grocery. As Gus 
learned the family business, he realized Downtown DeLand could 
use a men’s store, and opened Gibbs’ for Men.

27 Comfort Service  PAGE 16
Comfort Service Inc., one of West Volusia’s foremost companies 
for heating and air-conditioning service and sales, was founded 
in 1980 by Frank Wood. He was joined by Blaine Aldrich in 1985. 
Eighteen years later, Wood was ready for retirement, and Blaine 
Aldrich bought Comfort Service.

26 Felton Construction  PAGE 25
Orlando native Geof Felton began doing construction right out 
of high school. He worked from Jacksonville to St. Augustine, 
Orlando to St. Petersburg, and Tampa to Tallahassee. But Felton 
had an entepreneurial spirit. By 1980, his mother had moved to 
DeLand to study music at Stetson University, and Felton liked the 
town’s ambience. He got his contractor’s license and started Felton 
Construction.

10 to 25 years
25 Cook’s Cafe  PAGE 45
Michael Cook knows the restaurant business. His parents, Bob 
and Willa Cook, moved to DeLand in 1959 and originated Holiday 
House restaurants, one of Central Florida’s oldest and best-known 
restaurant chains. Mike always was part of the family business. He 
opened Cook’s Café in 1983, and moved to the MainStreet Center 
18 years ago.

25 Car Tunes & Tint  PAGE 67
DeLand native Frank Barker, owner of Car Tunes & Tint, learned to 
tint windows in Texas during the summer of 1981 while his wife, 
Sandy Matthews, another DeLand native, worked as a cheerleader 
for the Dallas Cowboys. The couple returned to their hometown, 
where Frank opened Car Tunes & Tint in 1982. 

23 The Furniture Shoppe  PAGE 35
George and Jane Demattio began The Furniture Shoppe in DeBary 
in 1984. After a fi re destroyed the business in 1994, the Demattios 
relocated their dream to South Woodland Boulevard.

23 Jordan Health Clinic & Day Spa  PAGE 29
Dr. Christopher Jordan and Mercedes Jordan, owners of Jordan 
Health Clinic and Day Spa, use a holistic approach, combining chi-
ropractic, acupuncture, nutrition, massage therapy, and relaxation 
and meditation techniques with quality spa, beautifi cation and 
natural rejuvenation treatments. 

23 Orange City Jewelers  PAGE 35
Orange City Jewelers was founded in 1984 by New York watch 
repairman Mario Dies and his son-in-law, Vincent Castaldo. Dies re-
tired in 1999, and Vincent prides himself on carrying on the family’s 
commitment to quality customer service. 

22 Florida Mortgage Affi  liates  PAGE 51
Van Johnson originally opened Florida Mortgage Affi  liates in 
Altamonte Springs. When he began receiving referrals from banks 
in DeLand, he realized the growing West Volusia community 
needed a mortgage broker, and moved Florida Mortgage Affi  liates 
to DeLand.

22 TCBY  PAGE 29
Founded in Little Rock, Ark., the TCBY chain arrived in DeLand 22 
years ago, moving in next door to Bellini’s on East Rich Avenue, 
introducing West Volusia to a low-fat alternative to ice cream.

22 Wal-Mart  PAGE 35
The fi rst DeLand Wal-Mart opened in 1985, in Gateway Plaza on the 

Continued from Page 64

Story continues on Page 67
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southwest corner of Woodland Boulevard and U.S. Highway 92. Today, DeLand’s Wal-
Mart Supercenter, about a mile north of that location, draws more than 8,000 shop-
pers and generates more than $300,000 in sales each day.

21 The Cloisters  PAGE 19
The Cloisters, established in 1986, off ers mature, active adults the choice of one- or 
two-bedroom villas, as well as apartments in the atrium building. Housekeeping ser-
vices, activities, maintenance and transportation are part of the Cloisters’ lifestyle.

21 Cohen & Smith CPAs  PAGE 63
Cohen, Smith & Co., P.A., was  founded in 1986 when Robert L. Cohen (1934-96) and 
George S. Smith III combined their accounting practices. Community involvement 
is a hallmark of the fi rm. Smith is a past treasurer and past president of the DeLand 
Rotary Club. Principal partner Michael W. Brooks, is past president of the DeLand Area 
Chamber of Commerce and current director of DeLand Breakfast Rotary Club.

21 Prestige Carpets of DeLand  PAGE 42
Faith Osborn began her career in the carpet mills of Dalton, Ga., the “carpet capital 
of the world.” She worked for one of the carpet industry’s largest manufacturers. So, 
when Faith and her family moved to DeLand, opening a carpet store seemed natural.
 21 Woodland Towers and Woodland Terrace  PAGE 57
For 21 years, Woodland Towers and Woodland Terrace have been dedicated to provid-
ing residents with a quality, carefree, independent retirement lifestyle.

20 D.G. Meyer  PAGE 13
Since the 1800s, the family of Donald G. Meyer, president and CEO of D.G. Meyer, has 
been a part of West Volusia’s business history.
Meyer’s grandfather, Tim Harris, was a farmer, welder and lumberman; his grandmoth-
er owned a fernery on Wood Avenue. 
Donald began working with sheet metal in 1949 as a tinsmith. He began his associa-
tion with Robert Reed, D.G. Meyer’s mechanical engineer, 55 years ago. The two men 
combined their skills and customer-service commitment in 1986 to found D.G. Meyer.

Continued from Page 66

Story continues on Page 68

“We are excited
to be a part of the

historic community
of DeLand — join us

in celebrating its
125th Anniversary!”
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Locally Owned & Operated Since 1982

• Car Audio & Video 
• Custom Fabrication 
• Alarms 
• Radar 
• Truck & Auto Accessories
• Import Accessories

Ask About Our 
• LIFETIME WARRANTY

• SEAMLESS
 REAR WINDOWS

www.cartunesandtint.com
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Open: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 
 Sat. 8:30 - 12:00

1413 S. Woodland Blvd.
Across From Woodland Plaza

386.738.5022386.738.5022

Residential & Commercial 
Window Tinting

Yes! We Survived the Tornado.
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Congratulations to the Mayor, Commission and Staff of the City of 
DeLand on the occasion of the city’s 125th Anniversary and the grand 
opening of our new City Hall.

The new City Hall exemplifi es the optimism and fortitude of Henry 
DeLand and the other pioneer founders of our city who shared his now-
fulfi lled vision of The Athens of the South arising from the piney woods of 
1877.                                   — Jenni Coolidge, Executive Director

The Museum of Florida Art-DeLand

The
Cabinet Lady
a division of CWC Designs, Inc.

The
Cabinet Lady
a division of CWC Designs, Inc.

“Cabinet Solutions For Any Budget”

FREEFREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

• Cabinets 
• Countertops 
• Professional
  Installations
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155 S. U.S. Hwy. 17-92, 
Suite F • DeBary

( Located in Plantation Plaza by Stavros Pizza)

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. by appointment onlySat. & Sun. by appointment only

386.748-4101
e-mail us at:e-mail us at: 

thecabinetlady@bellsouth.netthecabinetlady@bellsouth.net
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Congratulations,
DeLand, on your 125th!
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27. City of DeLand
Quasquicentennial

125th year of 
incorporation

1882-2007

On March 11, 1882, the 
fi rst municipal election 
was held in DeLand, 
Florida. All 39 votes cast 
were for incorporation. 
Offi  cials were sworn in by 
Judge Cyrenius H. Wright 
on March 13, 1882, in the 
cabin of Capt. John Rich. 
DeLand’s fi rst offi  cial City 
Hall was built circa 1905 
next to the fi re department 
at 100 W. Indiana Ave. A 
second City Hall, designed 
by G. Medwin Peek in 1926, 
was constructed at 120 
S. Florida Ave. at a cost 
of $60,000. This building 
remained in service until it 
was replaced with the new 
City Hall Complex in 2007, 
125 years after incorpora-
tion.

To be installed at the new 
DeLand City Hall. 

20 Gram’s Kitchen  PAGE 11
Greg Hanson opened his fi rst Gram’s Kitchen location in DeLand 
1987. Now expanded to three locations in West Volusia, Hanson 
and his team manage to combine the charm of a friendly, old-fash-
ioned diner with menu off erings that keep pace with customers’ 
quest for healthy choices.

19 Stratford Properties  PAGE 69
Since its establishment in August 1988, Stratford has grown to as 
many as 30 real-estate associates. Stratford Properties has recently 
returned its offi  ce to the heart of DeLand, opening at 203 W. 
Wisconsin Ave. in an historic house that once housed the Children’s 
Home Society of DeLand.

17 Fleishel Financial Associates  PAGE 53
Tom Fleishel, owner of Fleishel Financial, was born and reared 
in DeLand. He is the son of Joe Fleishel, manager of the Athens 
Theatre 1938-72, and former manager of the Dreka Theatre. 
After graduating from DeLand High School, serving in the Army, 
and graduating from the University of Georgia, Tom earned his 
Master of Business degree at Stetson University and opened 
Fleishel Financial.

17 Glassic Arts  PAGE 55
In 1990, DeLand native Kathi Truba and her mother, Paula Howe, 
took a stained-glass course together. Both women got hooked 
by the colorful art, but the local supply outlet had closed. Kathi’s 
father, owner of a hardware store, told them: “We have a business 
license. Find a supplier and do it yourself.” They did, and Glassic Arts 
was born.

17 Triple-D Equipment Inc.  PAGE 69
Triple D Equipment began when the DeLong family purchased the 
business from Smith Feed and Seed Co. in 1990. Operations for the 
heavy-equipment operation were moved to the current location 
on Firehouse Road in 1993, and the name offi  cially changed to 
Triple D Equipment Inc. 

16 Premier Glass & Mirror  PAGE 53
Tim Mulroney, owner of Premier Glass and Mirror, arrived in Orange 
City when he was 4 years old. One of 12 children, Mulroney gradu-
ated from DeLand High School and went to work at Feasel’s Paint 
and Glass. Mulroney decided to branch out on his own and launch 
Premier Glass in 1991.

15 Lifetime Cabinetry Inc.  PAGE 43
Family-owned Lifetime Cabinetry Inc. has been designing and in-
stalling wood cabinets and countertops throughout Central Florida 
since 1992, catering to homeowners who want a unique look, 
exceptional quality and personal service.

15 Pro Trans  PAGE 45
DeLand natives Greg and Phaedra Samuel opened their North 
DeLand transmission shop, Pro Trans, 15 years ago, and have been 
building the business ever since.

14 Astrid de Parry, P.A.  PAGE 59
Astrid de Parry’s DeLand offi  ce specializes in probate and real-es-
tate law, planning real-property transactions, mortgage law, busi-
ness and commercial law, land-use and environmental law, civil 
litigation and mediation.   

14 The DeLand-Deltona Beacon  PAGE 25
When the DeLand Sun News published for the last time in June 
1992, West Volusia was in danger of losing an important communi-
ty asset: a locally published newspaper whose prime concern was 
the communities of West Volusia. Three women, whose newspaper 
backgrounds combined to give them more than 50 years’ experi-
ence, founded The Beacon in the fall of 1992 to assure that didn’t 
happen.

14 Top Drawer Custom Closets  PAGE 33
Top Drawer Custom Closets of Port Orange has been getting 
customers organized for 14 years. Designers Irene Lambert, Abe 
Agront and Susan Lawson off er custom-designed storage and 
closet systems.

12 Gold Leaf Gallery  PAGE 7
Gold Leaf Gallery was established in Downtown DeLand by the 
Fincher family in 1995. The Finchers are certifi ed conservation 
framers, who use techniques and products that preserve the qual-
ity and value of framed artwork, documents and photos.

12 Premier Rehab  PAGE 33
Premier Rehab serves clients of all ages, newborns to  seniors. The 
staff  aims to create a family atmosphere, and focus on support and 
encouragement.

11 MainStreet Grill  PAGE 8
Downtown DeLand’s charm convinced Phil and Chantell Martin to 
move to Florida and start their dream business. MainStreet Grill is 
located on the lower level of the historic James H. Ford Building, 
constructed in 1909 by G.A. Dreka.

10 years and less
9 Alterra Sterling  PAGE 67
Alterra Sterling off ers retirees private suites in homelike setting, 
with the security of an emergency response system and around-
the-clock licensed nurses and staff .

9 Four Townes Embroidery  PAGE 33
Doug Currence and Berry and Jo Snyder bring an eye for art and a 
passion for excellence to Four Townes Embroidery, West Volusia ’s 
state-of-the-art stop for custom embroidery.

8 Volusia Center for Complementary Medicine  
PAGE 59
Dr. Debra Pardee Gaff ney is a licensed practitioner of acupuncture 
and other forms of Oriental and alternative medicine, which she 
off ers at the Volusia Center for Complementary Medicine.

7 Terry Bailey, Realtor, Coldwell Banker  PAGE 55
Realtor Terry Bailey of Coldwell Banker was a teenager when she 
moved to from Oklahoma to Volusia County. She had long wanted 
to be a Realtor, but waited until her children were grown to pursue 
her dream.

7 Dr. Jeremy Gordon  PAGE 7
Dr. Jeremy Gordon is a chiropractic physician with a holistic 
practice that includes acupuncture, nutritional counseling and lab 
analysis.

7 Studio 308  PAGE 43
Creativity reigns at Studio 308. Begun by Margaret Rose Scribner 
in 2000, the school was relocated fi rst from Scribner’s garage to a 
West New York Avenue storefront, then grew again into the larger 
location on North Woodland Boulevard.

7 Wolfe’s Gallery  PAGE 51
DeLand artists John and Geri Wolfe started Wolfe’s Gallery in 
2000 as a way to showcase the work of local and national artists 
and craftsmen. In 2004, they partnered with Martha Ashley, an 
art teacher at George Marks Elementary School. She retired from 
teaching and became Wolfe’s full-time proprietor.  

6 Orange City Paint and Decorating Center  
PAGE 59
Established in 2001 by Bill and Julia Coody, Orange City Paint is a 
one-stop shop for paint and decorating. Orange City Paint is the 
only authorized Benjamin Moore paint dealer in Southwest Volusia.

6 Sweetwater Medical  PAGE 21
Chip Haverty, general manager of Sweetwater Medical, comes by 
his attachment to DeLand honestly. His grandparents managed 
Southridge Golf Course, which was owned by Chip’s aunt when 
Chip was growing up.

4 Susie Macon, Realtor, Barbara Brennan Realty
PAGE 55
Susie Macon has only a few years in with Barbara Brennan Realty, 
but she has been a DeLand businesswoman for far longer. Macon 
worked at DeHuy Jewelers in Downtown DeLand for 30 years, the 
last three as owner.

Continued from Page 67

Story continues on Page 69
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4 Jim Mikitta, Realtor, West Volusia Properties  PAGE 47
No, longtime Feasel’s manager and home-improvement expert Jim Mikitta does not 
have a twin who sells real estate. That’s the same Jim Mikitta, wearing his second hat: 
that of a top-producing West Volusia Properties real-estate agent. 

3 Junque Exchange  PAGE 51
Hurricanes may have caused Donna and John Ellis to close Nookler’s Ice Cream Parlor, 
but it will take more than a little wind and water to discourage the enterprising spirit 
of these loyal DeLandites, owners of downtown’s Junque Exchange. In 2004, they 
took over this “grandma’s attic” founded in 1993 by Ken and Nancy Wright, a pair of 
DeLand antiques afi cionados.  

3 Kermit’s Key West Lime Shoppe  PAGE 18
What do coff ee, tea, barbecue sauce, salsa, pretzels, taff y, candles, soap and pie all 
have in common? They all can be made with key lime, and are among the selections 
at Kermit’s Key West Lime Shoppe!

2 Bill & Frank’s Brickhouse Grill  PAGE 49
Twin brothers and longtime DeLand entrepreneurs Bill and Frank Jennings opened 
Brickhouse Grill in 2004 in the historic Stoudenmire grocery, built in 1897.

2 The Cabinet Lady  PAGE 67
Christina Carrozza, DeBary’s “The Cabinet Lady,” has worked in a mill making cabinets, 
at a Home Depot and for a cabinet dealer, learning every aspect of the trade.

7mo. Abbey  PAGE 59
Todd and Rosalie Carpenter may be newcomers to DeLand, but the couple — and the 
Abbey — fi t into the Downtown DeLand landscape like old-timers.

4mo. YKnot Trading Post  PAGE 47
YKnot Trading Post, is a new DeLand-based eBay trading assistant, off ering help to 
sell unwanted items on the Internet.

Continued from Page 68
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Happy Birthday, DeLand
  

Kiwanis Club of DeLand
Serving the Children of the World ...

ONE COMMUNITY ... ONE CHILD AT A TIME. 
Since 1935

The Kiwanis Club of DeLand is proud to be the sponsor
of the DeLand City Hall Children’s Art Exhibit.

We would like to express our gratitude to our corporate partners:

Bright House Networks
Wal-Mart

Dreggors, Rigsby & Teal, CPAs

Come & Join us in the Dedication Saturday, March 10
Pancake Breakfast — 7:30-10 a.m. 

New City Hall
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V. W. GOULD AGENCY, INC.
Since 1907

Insurance for your every need:

201 N. Woodland Blvd., DeLand, FL 32720
Tel: (386) 734-3970

Fax: (386) 734-3979  1-800-881-3970

BUSINESS

HOME

LIFE

AUTO

(Sales staff circa 1936)

Four generations of The Gould Family have attended 
to the insurance needs of Volusia residents

Celebrating 100 years of service!
1907-2007
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Best Wishes 
to the

City of DeLand

Selling • Listing
Property Management

Since August 1988

386-734-9291
203 W. Wisconsin Ave.

DeLand, Fla. 32720
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Congratulations to the City and all their employees. 
Proud to be part of the city for 17 years.

TRIPLE D EQUIPMENT INC.
2820 S. FIREHOUSE ROAD

DELAND, FLORIDA
1-888-784-0777
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John B. Stetson
(1830-1906)

Henry A. DeLand
(1834-1908)
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SPECIAL SAVINGS ON THE BEST BRANDS

* See Sales Representative for Details* See Sales Representative for Details* See Sales Representative for Details

CARPET ONECARPET ONE®

Need NewNeed New
FLOORING?FLOORING?
Need New
FLOORING?

One Year
Financing with
No Interest and 
No Payments*

*Subject to credit approval.  No payments are due during the Same as Cash (SAC) period; however, � nance charges will accrue.  If the original purchase amount is paid in full prior to the SAC expiration date, all 
accrued � nance charges are waived.  If not paid prior to SAC expiration date, all accrued interest remains on the account and will continue to accrue until the balance is paid.  APR is 24% and minimum � nance is 
$.50, both of which may vary.  Available for a limited time only at purchasing dealers.  See above for details.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  Not all products available at all locations.

Super Prices, Fantastic Selection Since 1958

HARDWOOD • CARPET • TILE • VINYL • LAMINATE • AREA RUGS • & MORE!
2875 S. Woodland Blvd. • DeLand, FL 32720 • 386-736-2130
Mon - Fri 9 am - 6 pm • Sat 9 am - 5 pm

Exclusively at Horan Carpet One

®

Congratulations on your 125 years. We are proud to be a part of DeLand for 49 years.

So, if you � nd a way to stain your Lees carpet,

 we’ll replace it... GUARANTEED!†

So, if you � nd a way to stain your Lees carpet,

 we’ll replace it... GUARANTEED!†

CARPET ONECARPET ONE®






