THE BECKMAN CENTER FOR THE HI STORY OF CHEM STRY

HERVAN E. SCHROEDER

Transcript of Interviews
Conduct ed by

Raynond C. Ferguson
in

G eenville, Delaware
on

30 Decenber 1986 and 12 January 1987



% CKMAN CENTER FOR THE HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY

COral History Program
RELEASE FORM

This document contains my understanding and agreement with the

Center for History of Chemistry with respect to my participation in a

tape-recorded interview conducted by
Raymond C. Ferguson

my corrections and emendations.

l'

The tapes and corrected transcript {collectively called the .
"Work") will be maintained by the Center and made available in

accordance with general policies for research and other scholarly

purposes.

I hereby grant, assign, and transfer to the Center all right,

title, and interest in the Work, including the literary rights
and the copyright, except that I shall retain the right to copy,
use and publish the Work in part or in full until my death.

The manuscript may be read and the tape(s) heard by scholars
approved by the Center subject to the restrictions listed below.
The scholar pledges not to quote from, cite, or reproduce by any
means this material except with the written permission of the

Center.

I wish to place the following conditions that I have checked
below upon the use of this interview. I understand that the
Center will enforce my wishes until the time of my death, when
any restrictions will be removed.

a. No restrictions for access.
b. My permission required to quote, cife, or reproduce.
C. My permission required for access to the entire

document and all tapes.

This constitutes our entire and complete understanding.

on 30 Dec 1986 and 12 Jan 1987
T have read the transcript supplied by the Center and returned it with

Ly xl .
(signature) LlQIUVN&AH 73¥Q£Jﬁmagluh\

tt

(ate)_ Woegun 24 ﬁ@/ﬁ

/

(Revised 24 February 1988)




Thisinterview has been designated as Free Access.

One may view, quote from, cite, or reproduce the oral history with the permission of CHF.

Please note: Users citing this interview for purposes of publication are obliged under the terms
of the Chemical Heritage Foundation Ora History Program to credit CHF using the format
bel ow:

Herman E. Schroeder, interview by Raymond C. Ferguson at Greenville, Delaware,
30 December 1986 and 12 January 1987 (Philadel phia: Chemical Heritage
Foundation, Ora History Transcript # 0063).

Chemical Heritage Foundation
Oral History Program
315 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

The Chemica Heritage Foundation (CHF) serves the community of the chemical and molecular
sciences, and the wider public, by treasuring the past, educating the present, and inspiring the
future. CHF maintains a world-class collection of materials that document the history and
heritage of the chemica and molecular sciences, technologies, and industries;, encourages
research in CHF collections; and carries out a program of outreach and interpretation in order to
advance an understanding of the role of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and
industries in shaping society.



1915

1936
1937
1939

1938- 1945

1945- 1946
1946- 1948
1949- 1950
1951- 1956

1957-1963
1963- 1965
1965- 1980

1980-

1936
1936
1979

1984

HERMAN E. SCHROEDER

Born in Brooklyn, New York on 6 July

Educati on
A B., chemstry, Harvard University

A.M, chemstry, Harvard University
Ph.D., organic chem stry, Harvard University

Pr of essi onal Experi ence

E. 1. du Pont de Nenmours & Co., Inc.

Chem cal Depart nment
Resear ch Chem st

Organi ¢ Chemi cal s Departnent, Jackson Laboratory
Resear ch Chem st
Resear ch Supervi sor
Research Divi sion Head
Assi stant Laboratory Director

El ast oner Chem cal s Depart nment
Assi stant Director of Research
Director of Research
Director of Research and Devel opnent

Presi dent, Schroeder Scientific Services, Inc.

Honor s

summa cum | aude, Harvard University

Phi Beta Kappa

General Award, International Institute of Synthetic
Rubber Producers

Goodyear Medal, Anerican Chem cal Society, Rubber
Di vi si on



ABSTRACT

Her man Schroeder starts the interview by telling of his
fam |y background and growi ng up in Brooklyn. An early |earner,
Schroeder attended public and private high schools where his
scientific interests were first aroused. After an early
graduation he entered Harvard, where he initially planned for a
career in nedicine but soon changed towards chemi stry, in part
i nfluenced by his tutor, John Edsall. Staying on at Harvard for
graduat e study in the physical aspects of organic chemstry,

Her man Schroeder investigated the rates and nmechani sm of the
closure of large rings. He discusses the choice between

i ndustrial and academ c careers and the advice of the Harvard
faculty. Arriving at the Du Pont Experinental Station in 1938,
Schroeder outlines his initial assignments and his inportant
wartime research on tire cord adhesives. Transferring to the
Jackson Laboratories, he worked on both dyestuff synthesis and
the nmechani sns of dyeing synthetic fibers, as well as obtaining
experience in production control. Myving to greater research
responsi bilities, Schroeder played an inportant role in the
devel opnent of several polymers, which is described towards the
end of the first interview. 1In a second interview, Ferguson asks
Schroeder to comment on sone of his Du Pont col |l eagues and on
some of the academ c consultants to the conpany. The interview
concludes with some of Schroeder's retirement activities and a
full account of the Louisville plant explosion.

I NTERVI EVEER

Raynmond C. Ferguson obtained his degrees in chemstry from
lowa State University (B.S., MS.) and his Ph.D. from Harvard
University. He worked in research divisions of the Organic
Chemi cal s, Elastonmer Chem cals, and Central Research Departnents
of Du Pont, principally in nolecular spectroscopy, organic
structure analysis, and pol yner characterization. Currently he
is affiliated with CONDUX, Inc., a consulting association of ex-
Du Pont professionals.
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