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One Page Summary 
 
WHAT:  

a. This law adds a new section to Chapter 322 to establish procedures in driver’s 
license and ID card issuances and renewals. 

b. This law prohibits electronic or physical copying or storing of any documents 
produced by a citizen, but allows copying & storing those of non-citizens. 

c. This law clarifies the procedure for renewals, endorsements, address changes, etc. 
of citizens already licensed in Florida and mandates photos on file as the primary 
identification to be used. 

d. This law bans certain photo standards, electronic tracking devices such as RFID 
on licenses, and also fingerprinting citizens. 

e. The law requires the secure destruction of copies of papers seized from citizens 
prior to the effective date with a deadline date of September 11, 2012. 

f. This law does away with the residential address requirement for those with 
protected addresses such as law enforcement, judges, and domestic violence 
victims. 

g. This law has an effective date of July 4, 2012 or upon becoming a law, whichever 
happens first. 

 
WHY:  

a. This law is in response to the federal REAL ID Act passed by Congress in 2005 in 
violation of the 10th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution- i.e. Congress cannot 
dictate to the states how they issue their own driver’s licenses. 

b. Roughly half of the states have not complied with REAL ID. There has been no 
withholding of federal funds from any state that has not complied with REAL ID. 
All attempts to do so in both Democratic and Republican Congresses have failed. 

c. The REAL ID law has caused a great deal of hardship for citizens of Florida, 
notably divorced or remarried women. 

d. The REAL ID law has cost the taxpayer over $10 million in Florida alone and has 
not resulted in the capture or identification of any illegal aliens or terrorists, which 
were the goals of the law. 

e. Despite the REAL ID Act, it is still easy to obtain fraudulent documents and 
obtain a REAL ID compliant license in Florida in another identity, as was done by 
a murder suspect in 2010. 

f. Florida law protects the residential addresses of certain people such as police 
officers, prosecutors, judges, and domestic violence victims. They do not have to 
list their residential address on a public record. 

 
WHEN:  
An effective date of July 4, 2012 or upon becoming a law, whichever happens first, with 
stored documents destroyed by September 11, 2012. 
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A Bill to be Entitled The Florida Driver’s License Citizen 

Protection Act 

 

An act relating to driver’s license and identification card 

procedures; creating F.S. 322.0805; stating legislative 

intent; prohibiting copying of documents of citizens and 

authorizing copying of documents of non-citizens; 

specifying conditions for renewals and other modifications; 

prohibiting certain standards for photographs, electronic 

tracking devices, and fingerprinting of citizens; requiring 

secure destruction of documents seized from citizens; 

allowing use of a non-residential address for certain 

persons; and providing an effective date. 

 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 322.0805 Florida Statutes, is created to 

read: 
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322.0805 Florida Driver’s License Citizen Protection Act 1 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law: 2 

(a) It is the intent of the Legislature to minimize any 3 

inconvenience to citizens transacting business with the 4 

Department, whilst maintaining security for the issuance of 5 

licenses and identification cards to citizens and aliens 6 

legally residing within the state. 7 

(b) The Department may not copy or retain, either by 8 

physical or electronic copy any documents submitted by a 9 

United States citizen as proof of identification, proof of 10 

Social Security number, proof of residence, or as otherwise 11 

required or formerly required in this chapter. Nothing 12 

herein prohibits the copying and retention of documents 13 

produced by non-citizens when applying for a driver’s 14 

license or identification card. 15 

(c) In the event of a citizen already licensed in this 16 

state, a normal renewal, reinstatement, or modification 17 

such as an endorsement or address change shall be granted 18 

in the name already existing in the records of the 19 

Department if any discrepancy related to a birth 20 

certificate is reasonably explained due to marriage, 21 

divorce, or other legal name change. In no event shall a 22 

citizen already licensed in this state be required to 23 

change their name or pay to procure records from outside 24 

the department in order to renew, reinstate, change 25 

address, or modify by endorsement their existing driver’s 26 

license or identification card. In all cases, the 27 

Department shall primarily use the existing photographs in 28 

their records as the best evidence for identification upon 29 

renewal or modification. 30 

(d) The Department is prohibited from using any national or 31 

international standard for the photographs required in this 32 
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chapter, and may not utilize any Radio Frequency 33 

Identification or any device known as RFID or similar 34 

device upon or within any issuance, and may not obtain any 35 

fingerprints or biometric DNA material from a United States 36 

citizen. 37 

(e) By September 11, 2012 the Department will securely 38 

destroy so as to make irretrievable any records as 39 

specified in subparagraph (b) that were obtained from 40 

United States citizens during the time of January 1, 2009 41 

to the date this act becomes a law. 42 

(f) A residential address is not required to be displayed 43 

on the driver’s license or identification card of any 44 

person whose residential address is protected from 45 

disclosure by law in s. 119.071 (4) (d) or s. 741.403. 46 

(g) This Act shall be effective on July 4, 2012 or becoming 47 

a law, whichever takes place first. 48 


