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Present and Future of Shin-Sumo.
—Reflecting on the History of Onna-Zumo—
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ABSTRACT

In 1996 Shin-Sumo made a start in Japan as a new women's sport. Sumo is a traditional sport

born and nurtured in Japanese culture. But Onna-Zumo (a Sumo contest between women

wrestlers) has long been thought as only a sensational and rather obscene show, not a sport. We

examined this perception, and the survey we conducted made it clear that women, like men

had participated in Sumo with the same degree of seriousness in the Edo Era (1603-1867) and

the Meiji Era (1868-1912). Today the Sumo which women participate in has come to be called

Shin-Sumo and it has been admitted as an official sport. Many women have begun to on gage

in Sumo And the first international competition of Shin-Sumo was held in Germany in 1999.

Shin-Sumo still has not a few problems to be solved. First of all, the increase of number of

Shin-Sumo participants and education of its leaders are urgently needed.
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